q»,.rﬁwv P

on

igey
aree

ir?s

Qtor

4
ar-
ck,

nd

la

‘war of bacteria, and the nation which gives |
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11 avenue du Bois de Boulogne.

Paris, July 20, 1920.
To tHE EpiToR OF THE HERALD:— )
The Masters of Medicine are in Congress |
in our midst and your readers are grate-
ful to you for your reports of the words of
wisdom which fall from their iips. {
Dr. Charles Ma ayo, in his eloquent ad- 1
dress, reported 3h your columns to-day, pic- t
tures medicine -the handmaid of war when | #
he said: “The last war depended ‘on sci- '
ences and among them medicine was su- |
preme. ‘The whole French Army. was sent ’
|

back three timés into the lipe after suffer-
ing casualties. That is; medicine tripled the
strength of France. It was due entirely to |
medical reasons that such a war could be |
carried on for ‘.ﬁ\'e years—due to the bene- | it
tits of surgery.” Well,- we must not for- n
get the other side of the picture, that Ger- | &
man science sent her fortes over and over | ti
again into the line—tripled the strength of | !
Germany—so that medicine prolonged ra
ther than lessened the horrors of the war. | '

Sir William Osler, in his last published | !

ress, € d Humaiities “and the | I
New Science,”” points out that: “‘Once in| |
war a nation mobilises - every energy...
Slaughter, wholesale and unrestricted, is |
what is sought, and to accomplish this the';
discoveries of the sainted Faraday and of |
the gentle Dalton arc -utilised to the full, |’ 2
and to their several pations scientific men "‘
render their science freely, if not gladly... i
Into such hells of inconsistency does war |

drive the best of us.” : iﬁ:
But, Mr. Editor, the duty of our profes-{ !
sion is above all to prevent disease, to les- |
sen suifering, to relieve humanity, and when |
Dr. Mayo says that “The past war was af
medical war, the war of the future will be a !

its ‘doctors military authority commensurate | |
with their responsibility will have the ad-
vantage.” 1 camnot but wonder if that is | in
the supreiwve message of hope to the youth ' |
that may be called on for the next war or/
of tribute fo those millions who gladly died
that this might be the last war. }
After all’ we are “cifizens” before we are 5]
physicians, and the physician, of afl men, | ‘%
should take such a living and forceful in- | &
terest in the things of the ‘‘city” that the
possible agony of men and 6f nations should
appeal' to him as a failure of statesmanship,
a tragedy to be averted, rather than an
opportumtv for the usé and progress of his
science.
I think Sir William Osler was nearer the | na/
truth in an FABEYETSAE ago on “‘Chauvi- | Fq
nism,” when he said™*N3ztionalism has Mér
been the curse of humanity. In no other | sup
shape has the demon of ignorance assumed | the
more hideous proportions.” And 1 feel | po
strongly ‘that the foremost duty of the | durt
medical profession. is. pot so much to pre- | and’
are for the—‘war of bacterid”” that Dr. fron
fayo foresees, as to realise that war is a ton,
disease of civilisation and that no effort | in l.L
should be spared to search out its causes | to t
and prevent it. 1917
An intelligent anti-war world-union of doe- | New
tors might do miore than a government-made | mary,

-

so—gaded ‘‘League of Nations!” suppe
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