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• What Is the Duty of a Phyaician P 
To Improve War qr Advauce 

Pea.ceP 

11 avenue du Bois de Boulogne. 
Paris, l uly 20, 1920. 

To THE EDJTOlt OP THE H,kRALD:-
The· Masters of Medicine are in Con gress 

in our midst and your readers are grate­
ful to you [or your reports of the words o[ 
wisdom which fall !rom their iips . 

Dr. Charles JI!~ in his eloquent ad­
di'e's';, report~1'n your columns to-day, pic­
tures medicine - the handmaid of war when i 
he said: "The last war depen.de<l 'on sci- 1 \ 
CflCCS an.d among 0th_l',m _ medicine was su• 1 I} 
preme. • The-. who.le- Frem:h Anny; _ Wl\S- sent 1 
ba<:k three tim~s into the lijle after safler• _J 
ing casualties. That isi meAicine tripled the I l1' 
strength of France. It. was due entirely _to , t\ 
medical reasons that such a. war could be i 
carried on for .f_ive yea-rs- due to the benc- I i\ 
tits of surgery." V.iell,.. we must not for- . i, 

• G I ' get the othe,r side of the picture, that er• 1 •·. 
man science sent her fortes over and over t c 
again into th.? line-tripled the ,,t-rength of I I 
Germany-so 'that m<,dic-ine prolonied ra- \ 
ther than lessened the horrors of the war. · 

Sir WiHiam Osler, in his last published 
addrm-" ffie 01d Htima·nlties • and the 1j 
::--ew- Science," points -out that: "Once in I 
wa r a nation mobilises every en erg!·. .. 1

11 
Slaughter, wholesal.e and unrestricted, is 
what is sought, and to accomplish this the· 
discoveries of the sainted Farndav and of 
the gentle Dalton arc -utilised to· tlie fun, 
and to their se,·eral nations scientifi c men y<j 
render thei r scie11ce freely, if not gladly ... I tv1, 
Into such hells of inconsistency does wa r ! c~• 
drh·e the be5:t of us ." _ I m; 

But, \lr. Edito r, the dutv of our profes· : 
sion is aboYe all to prc\'en t disea!-e, to les~ 1 
sen ~uifering, to rC'lie,·e hun1anity. and when i 
Dr. ~-Iayo says tha t "The past war w,is a I ' 
medka.!_ wa r, rhe war of the fu ture will be a I rJ 
wa r- of bacteria, and the nation which g ives I 
its doctors mili tarv ·authoritv commensurate ! I 
"i th their r e,;pon~ibility wiil have the ad- ?r\ 
vantage.'' I c,innot but wonder if that is I •~ 
the s upreme message of hope to the yo uth ~ 
that mav •e called· on for the next war or r 
of tril;,ul~ to those millions who gladly died 
that this might · be the last war. 

After -all ' we are " cii'i,ens" before •,1e are I 
physicians, a nd the f'hysiciaa, of a_ll men, ! ti\ 
should take such ·a living and forceful in- ! 13! 
te res t in_ ttie things of the "city" that the I ! 
1:rossible agony of men ,ind 6( nations should fJ 
appC'<ll to him as a failure of statesmanship, ' 
a tra gedy to be averted, rather than an 
opportunity !or the u£ and progress of his 
sci;nce. 

I think Sir William Osler was nearer the nar 
truth in a~Mo%!" ago on "Ch::mvi- Fri 
ni sm," when he said":=-!'\Ta1ionalism has .\lei 
been rhe curse of humanity. In no other su~ 
shape has the demon of ignorance assumed tpohe 1 
mo re hideous proportlon_s." And I feel rt< 
strongly • that th,, foremost duty of the dur1 
medical professio0 . is. pot so mudt to pre- and1 
pare for thc- "war of bacteriA" th at Dr. fron. 
Mayo foresees, ·as to realise · that war is a ton ,J 
,!isease of civilisation and that no effort in t( 
should be spared to search out it1 causes to d 
and prevent it. 1917' 

An intelligent anti-war world-union of doc- :--ew· 
tors might do nmn than a government-made 
so-t.1iled ''League of Nations!" 

mar)\ 
,rupp, 

' A. A. WARDEN, 
M.D. Glasgow and Paris . 
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