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Phe year may well begin with a -lﬁi{;ir which shows what a Baltimorean,

professor in another school ahd long=time Treasurer of the old Medieal &
M ’)h MaT( W\dottn.(h
Chirurgical Faculty, thought of ostew. -I-t—tné—rcatesﬁeo\ that a renewed ef-

fort was being made to 1ift the debt which was still burdening the %ociety.

T From Thomas A, Ashby to W.O.

Balto. Jan'y 2nd,'0l.
‘ My deai' Doctor, I think to have a big generous heart and then to have
the means of making it happy through generocus acts and deeds is the
i hearest approach to Heaven we can get in this life., I never saw 2 man
who énjoyed giving as much as ybu do and I mesume this’is one reason
| why you are always happy.

If I should outlive you I will make the 0ld Faculty erect a monu-
- ment to your memory if I have to give all the money myself. I rejoice
with you in the good work you are doing and am sure we will have the
| debt wiped out by the April meeting,
| The small donations will come in later. Wishing you and yours the
| happines.s of the Season and mamy' more such, I am very sincerely,

\\‘\\.. WA ; To A, AShbyn



w~ which he saysy "Send me any memoranda of corrections or suggestions you may

Neconets (hae ke - ! ﬁud«.uwl
have for a new edition of my vade-mecum," —Bu‘b—thegt’ riennial text-book revi-

sion[h/a’ to be crowded in among other things. Thus on January 9th he is found

reading a paper before the Philadelrhia County lledical Society on perforative
peritonitis in ﬁyphoid fever, and among physicians he was one of the first not
only to recognize the need of immediate opera.tign but to urge that sui'geon and
pilysician together visit all typhoid patients showing symptoms, even sugg;stive
ones,0f perforation. With the disappearance of typhoid the surgeons of a young-
er generation will happily never kmow what this was all about and what Osler's
backing meant to the surgeons of that time 'in whose hands lay the possibility
of still further reducing the mortality from typhoid.' It is now only a mat-
ter of historical interest = today when the stude:t}t 1boks upon a stray case

oi: typhoié. as a curiosity -J that Osler should have f\elt impelgl.ed to write:

T

e« o+ o Our senior students should receive a practical, first-hand day-
by-day acquaintance with typhoid fever. Heaven knows there are cases
enough and to spare in every city in the Union to provide instruction of
this sort. But is it given? I do not mean lectures on typhoid fever,

or recitations on typhoid fever. I mean seeing typhoid-fever patients
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day by day, practically having charge Qf them and watching their ﬁrogress
from week to week, This can be done, and this should be done in the case.
of an all-important disease of this character. The worst indictment ever
= brought against the medical schools of this country is contained in the
recently issued report by Reed, Vaughan, and Shakespeare on the prevalence

| of typhoid fovar dnring the StaulsiANSEEets Wev. . Hhades SL W W Gornanl

|
| and of Austin Flint! The young doctors, to whom were entrusted scores of

| valuable lives, had practically not got beyond the nosology of Rush, Of

Couue7#4]\

ithe total number of 20,738 cases of typhoid fever, only about 5 wereAdiag—

knosed by the regimental or hospital surgeons.*

*"On Perforation and Perforative peritonitis in Typhoid .
Fever.," ©Philadelphia Medical Journal, Jan., 19, 1901, :

Ehtﬁﬁg%;iy in the year he is &ire=dy looking forward to the summer, for
on January llth he writes imamswer to J. G. Adami of Montreal who was preparing

a paper on "The Edinburgh Traditioms

3
,{”jj.‘The association between Edinburéh and Leyden was always very close,
'You may remember that one of the Pitcairns had bee; a prefessdf at the
University of Leydén; and Boerhaave had been his student, I wan£'to spend.
a couple of weeks in Holland this summer ;ﬁ possible, éxploringvthe old
book shops, and I hope to go to Leyden and look up some of its o0ld medical
treasﬁres. Linacre's works are excessively rare, at least in England. In
France some of the Latin grammars should be reasonably common, as there
were many editions of the Rudimenta Gra@maticis issued in Paris, I have

¢

looked in vain for his translations of Galen., .

A
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The next day he was in Boston, a participant in the exercises at the
3

opening of the new building of the Boston Medical Library, whtch explains the

following note sent the month before to his friend James R. Chadwick, who as t"“
will be recalled, had gbme to Osler's assistance some years before, in arousing

the then dormant Mdryland ‘'Faculty’,

XII. 3. '00.

uiy

| Dear Chadwick No indeed! I shall not disappoint you - onl& too glad of

| the opportunity! It is very good of you to ask me, I shall stay with
{
Fred S [Bhattuck] with pleasure. Yours sincerely

Wi Oosler

Since 1875 - since the days, in fact, when Osler first went down from

- Montreal to visit Boston - Chadwick had served in the capacity of a wfoluntary

G

but indefatiguable Librarian for the Boston Medical Library Association,

Whiah—he—had:—-’c;m the six founde

o

S

Mmmséociet?&oid; a relation to,the
;ocal profession similar to that held b&,the Collége of Physicians of Phila-
yc.ielphia. the Academy of Medicine in New York, . t;1e Maryland Me_dicél & Chirurgi-

cal Faculty, and the Royal Society of Medicine of London. But whereas the

< :),[L&/:lb(',_ &,(f‘,_ 4 -f/uua,.,
century-old Maryland 'Faculty} was vainly soliciting funds in Ba'ltimore, even

£
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%o get out of debt, the Boston society, in this its twenty-sixth year, had

raised a sufficient sum to0 mow -0 erect a pala-

e Nvaen

Raze
tial building worthy of SFiver-WendellHolmes for whom its chief room was ap~-

;prolariately named. s-tne-e ter serving thirteen years as its first President
he had then made the library the reposifory of his books.
It Was at the dedication of this building that Osler, John S. Billings,

Weir Mitchell and H. C. Wood had been invited to speak, Certainly none of
ANene 6"«%’ éq“vf[ o
them could have sent 2 )briefer—er—more satisfactory,—es—smore—prompt note of
Qud &~ .
aceeptance than that quoted above. B/t trernn ’é’f"’/

S

S :
—FremOsterts/ ‘Remariks* _on—the—eeeasien$ which he entitled "Books and Men",
Gt e @ \____d,_.,, = 5

/

i *Cf. "Aequanimitas and Other Addresses ," For a full

| account of the proceedings, cf., Boston Medical & Surgical Jour-
nal Jan. 17, 1901,

"It is hard for me fre—said] to speak of the value of libraries in

thirty years, and from them I have received incalculable benefits, To

terms which would not seem exaggérated. Books have been my delight these:

ST
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study the phenomena of disease without books is to sail an uncharted sea,
while to study books without patients is mot to go to éea at all, Only
’a'maker of books can appreciate the labours of others at their true value,
€Those of us who have brought forth fat volumes should offer hetacaﬁbs at
jthese'shrines of Minerva Medica.

He went on to speak of the use of such a library for the teacher, for the

s Lo 7‘««(»7.(4 azzulpw, :
general practitioner, and finally for another group ,—of—whenhe——saids

r There is a third class of men in the profession to whom books are
jdea.rer than to teachers ar practitioners - a small, a silenﬁ band, but in
reality the leaven of the whole lump. The profane call them bibliomaniacs,

‘and in truth they are at times irresponsible and do not always know the -~

difference between meum and tuum, In the presence of Dr. Billings and of

v;Dr. Chadwick I dare not further characterize them." Loving books partly

' for their contents, partly for the sake of the authors, they not alone keep
alive the sentiment of historical continuity in the profession, but they
are the men who make possible such gatherings as the one we are enjoying
this évening; Ve néed more men of their Qlass; varticularly in this coun-

vtry, where everyone ¢arries in his pocket the tape-measﬁre of utility.
~ And John S, Billings, by now Librarian of the New York Public Library,
urged the Bostonians that they must not forget with their local affairs that

the Surgeon General's Library also needed their backing to- accommodate expansion,
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and knowing whereof he spoke, -said that with the exisfcing provisions for books
the Boston profession 'could rest satisfied for several weeks to come',
During the remainder of this month there were frequent visits to Canada,fuc.... -

£g5 his brothers was—met—doing—well, and at home there was cause for anxiety .

0611&‘)\4.11% a e’-’u"' % /] wa t’:j
about one of his colleagues ;&am-ﬁthe 24th he:—urmsjPresment Gllman-

"Rowland has been much better this afternoon and evening, better indeed than
he has been for days. For the first time I found him a bit encouraged, &c."
But there were other things than px;ofessional work to occupy him, and the

next day he writes H, ‘M. Hyrd ﬁhat he thinks the idea of evening léctures to
the post—graduates. admirabie and he would be very glad indeed to give one. of
them , preferring_"Sirv Thomas Browne, ?Wifh all this he managed.to write one

of the series of articles on "The Past Century: its Progress in Great Subjects®

b
~

for the New York Sun, published during the month,* and ix-eharacteristic

*"The Progress of Medicine in the Nineteenth Century." The
Hew York Sun, Jan. 27, 1901. Reprinted in "Aequanimitas and Other
‘Essays.

£esirion made his subject-matter do double duty, for it was presented at the

'] ) S 2
January meeting of the m historical club, It wasw

5
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saceessful-handiing—of a difficult peebdem - théyiresentation, suited for popu-

lar consumption, of the advances of medicine in its most remarkable centjii;//

. P, Vo W - o
h a tLa-ere e—88 alahy 81 4 SHARELS o C wiw O a1
S >

Of particular interest, possibly, to the profession, was the section in
whicl/ the revolution that had taken place in the treatment of disease s dis-
cussed under the caption of 'The New School of Medicine' - one 'with firm

faith in a few good, well-tried drugs, litile or none in the great mss of

medicines now in use' - a new school which cares nothing for homeopathy, and

less for so-called éllopathy, but 'seeks to study raticnally and scientifical-

ly the action of drugs old and new.? One paragraph alone may be quoted,

A third noteworthy feature in modern treatment has been a return to

psychical methods of cure, in which faith in something is suggested to

the patient. After all, faith is the great lever of life, .Without it
men can do nothing; with it, even ﬁith a fragment, as a grain of mustard-
seed, all things are possible to him. Faith in us, faith iﬁ our drugs
and methods, is the gréat SXaek tn bralo o the profession. In one pan

of the balance, put‘the pharmacopoeias of the world, all the editions from

Dioscorides to the last issue of the United States Dispensatory; heap them
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:on the scales as did Euripideslhis books in the celebrated contest in the
. "Frogs"; in the other put the_simplg faith with Which from the days of the
| Pharoahs until now the children of men have swallowed the mixtures these
' works describe, and the bulky tomes will kick the beam.: It is the aurum
| potakile, the touchstone of-success in medicine, As Galen says, confidence
| and hope‘do more good than physic - 'he cures most in whom most are confi-
aent.' That strange compound of charlatan and philosopher, Paracelsus,
. encouraged his patients 'to have a good faith, a strong imagination, and
they shall fiﬁd.the effects' (Burton), While we doctors often overlook or
are ignorant of our own faith-cures, we are Jjust a wee bit too sensitive
about those performed outside our ranks. We have never had, and cannot
expect to have, a monopoly in this panacéa, which is open to all, free aS
the sun, and which may make of everyoﬁe in certain cases, as was the Lace-
demonian of Homer's day 'aigood Physician out of Nature's grace.' Faith
.in the gods or in the saints cures one, faith in little pills another,
hypnotic éuggestion a third, faith in a plain'common doctor a fourth. In
all ages the prayer of faith has healed thetsick, and the menfal attitude
of the suppliant seems to Be of more comsequence than the powers to which
the prayer is addressed. The cures in the temples of Aesculapius, the
xﬁracies of the saints, the remarkable cures of thoée noble men the Jesuit
ﬁissionaries'in this country, the modern miracles at Lourdes and'atVSt.
Anne de Beaupré in Quebec, and the wonder-workings of the so-called Chris-
tian Scientists, are often genuine, and must be considered in discussing
the foundations>of therapeutics. We physicians use the same bower every
day. If a poor lass, paralyéed apparently, helpless, bed-ridden for years,

comes to me, having worn out in mind, bédy and estate a devoted family; if
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she in a few weeks or less by faith in me, and faith alone, takes up her

bed -and walks, the saints of old could not have done more, St. Anne and many
others can sCarcely today do less. We enjoy, I say, no monopoly in the
faith business. The faith with which we work, the faith, indeed, which is
available today in everyday 1ife,.has its limitations. It will not raise
the dead; it will not put in a new eye in place of a bad one (as it did to
an Iroquois Indian boy for one of the Jesuit fathers), nor will it cure
Cancer or pneumonia, or knit a bone; but in spite of these nineteenth-cén-
tury restrictions, such as we find it, faith is a most precious commodity,

‘without which we should be very badly off,

mm‘w

Osler's was the last and best of this 1ﬂ@©r$ant series of artlcles re—

lku Nl G Coanir an Bens i lhe %JIW(R 7 e =
: e as : ey : ves—the honorarium

fvrjﬁhts—ccnﬁrébaﬁéeaywhieh went to the 'Faculty' fund, for his name headed

bth; list with the first and largést contribution, which accounts for thé enthu-
siastic letter from Dr. Ashby with which the year began,

Britton Bath Osler, great orator and ;awyer, whose name as Crown Attorney
was a household word in Canada, said to have been the most brilliant of the

Osler brothers, died on February 5th - the first break in the circle which,

as the Canadian papers put it, 'had produced more distinguished men than any
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other contemporary family in the Commonwealth' - & man who *possessed in large
measure that indescribable gift which goes by the name of personal magnétism;!

In a letter to his old Montreal friend, Francis J. Shepherd, Osler in his char-

acteristic offhand way, while expressing sympathy for the loss'his friend had

SMM} ‘ .
- suffered, conceals what his wife in a contemporary letter speaks of as 'the

great strain of dread and anxiety! heihad been under for so many weeks.

s 1 West Franklin Street,

- _ : 0o

E‘Dear Shepherd I am S0 sorry to hear of the death of your mother. I

| kmew she was in feeble health but I had not heard of anything serious.

| It will make a sad break-ip in your circle. Give my kindest regards to
fiyour sisters, I have just returned from Toronto. B. B. went off with

‘ coronary artery disease., He has had slow pulse with synccopal attacks for
E 8 year, 'Twas a mercy that he died‘suddenly as he dreaded a long illness,
| So sorry that you canno£ come down for the Surgical association. Love to

Cecil,. Yours

e W Osler
g

’

e W poas o /
-EﬁgLeaxly_mnﬁzistE‘IQO1-&;& a criticai)bixw/for the Hopkins. Some 1ib-

Ga_o. e W S

14
eral citizens had offered theHomewooé>propertonn condition that an gndowment

of a million dollars be raised, but there seemed little prospect of this for

X

in those days, especially in Baltimore, this appeared an enormous sum, Mr,
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Gilman's resignation, moreover, had been handed in, and the University was

seeking a new president., Among others, the names of both Welch and Osler had

: M:W\s‘ Arnsn.
been mentioned, but they had other emds in life. Qsler's chief end was with

/ : Ue el 4 5 e,
his students though little may have been said of them during(fhese past/&ears.

"Could you look in here now," writes Mrs. Osler on the evening of February 2ard,

“"you would find Dr, Osler at the head of the dining-room table with 12 clerks

et

£

of the 4th year listening to his Saturday eve talk,and beer, books and tobacco

, before them, They all seem to enjoy theée evenings," = And yet shq.writes
the same evening in a letter to Dgden urging him to come 'prepared to spend a
month and haye a nice loaf,' that 'Dr, Osler has felt his brother's death very
chh - the first break among the six brothers and altogether very sad.!
Withﬁhese Saturday evenings given over to the successive groups of clini-

cal clerks nothing was allowed to interfere, And he was almost as punctiligus

s

in regard to the weekly medical meetings at the Hopkins, and to those also of

the Maryland Clinical Society at the 'Faculty' hall, At one place or the other

with regularity, he not only contributed his presence and his voice in the dis-

also :
cussions, buﬁ/ﬁ;;y timely articles which subsequently appeared in print and to

- which it is impossible and unnecessary to-allude, Several of them at this par-
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ticular time found their way into the pages of a new journal‘, American lledi-

—_—

~ ¢ine, which was in need of professional backing.j Its first number appeared 111\\\

{

ot i s B

i

_April, under the editarship of George M, Gould, who for sufficient reasons had

: . withdrawn 'fmm; a similar post on the Philadelphia Mediecal Journal, A

w\\_ L )/./:

* The text-book revision, meanwhile, was on his conscience if not. actively
.on his hands, for they seemed full enough with other things, among them the

chairmzinship of the American Committee to prepare for the great Tuberculosis

Congress to he held in London the éoming summer, ‘::aﬁe—ph:m

-9th semi-centennial jubileé : i e

WWWWWW be in Gl&-

- _gow on June 12th I havewmn—ﬂtnm_tm:hmk_on_hm_wh}eh—qﬁ_};keep

usy unti e = is € was laid up

~

<(7 mgwm 2s 1ons s fom wmihe

with/one of his perlodlc attacks of bronchitis, and took advantage Of his fevust

m days in bed to devour Gomperz' "Greek Thinkers" the first volume of which

&

Scribner had just issued. b{4
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g Pay U'ecm)m
¥ was = such tinwﬁ/tndt he managed to do some consecutive reading, &“*K;‘

h»h,.wcn
G%herwése—&t as snatched a%—eéé:gglents - when dressing, breakfastiang, or

retiring. ° His nephew who had lived at 1 West Franklin Street or next door

1;~dL
with the 'latch-keyers' during his medical course, has wrltten thls note of

"WeO.'s bath and 'the phenomenon'" which tells incidentally how time for

oo, be a
readingrwee~sné§;§eév

e
=

He took a warm bath every evening about 10,30. My room was next
the bathroom at 1 West Franklin St. and I would get thé bath ready
when he called out to me on coming upstairs, Or if I were downstairs,
I always went‘up with him for the ceremony.' This consisted in my
reéding to him for 10 minutes or so while he was brushing his teeth,
taking his bath & drying himself, In the 6 years (the 7th I sleét at
No., 3) we went systematically‘thro"several books - Chapman's Homer
(Iliad & oOdyssey), Morley s Llfe of Cardan,,and - during my anatomy

e J
' days - Holden's "Landmarks" (A propos of surface marking - I expect you

have bathed with him & seen the hole in one of his shins from‘jperizyos-

teitis following a kick at football when he was a boy), using him as a

-\\fff?e°t’ Isaac Walton's "Lives", &c) Sometimes we talked about things

2

in general or what I was learning at the time,
In his bath, he seldom failed to test what ho called the -phenomenon -

| 1ying flat in the bath with your toes covered with the water, flex your
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‘ thigh so as to raise your extended leg sharply out of the water, You
éare conscious of no effort until the heel has cleared the water by a few
' inches, when _s__@d_e_g_lx the motion stops, it is almost impossible to heip
a slight recoil, and it is only with the greatest effort, and after an
' appreciable interval of immobility, that you can begin again to raise the
leg any higher. In this third stage the amount of effort rapidly dimin-
ishes to that normally required fof elevating the foot, at the same angle,
Ewhen you are lying on a dry floor, I usea. to have to test it for him
ipassively by raising his heel with my arms, and acknowledge that my effort
| went through the same three stages.
I would hear the swish and expect the usual interruption, "How
d'ye account for it?" or "Really, Bill, it's extraordinary," é&c, &;:.
No explanation ever satisfied him, and indeed towards the eﬁd I refused
to argue it with him and agreed that it was inexplicable, “Buoyancy?
Momentum? Action & reaction? You old Tom-cat fool! Buoyancy ought
to cease the instant the leg leaves the wate1: and ‘the momentum ought to
diminish gradually. They really don't know muc'h physics nowadays.
/]

| Archimedes could have solved it for me in a jiffy!
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- During April and May came the usual succession of meetings, of Osler's
part in which some trace has been left in print or in his letters. On April 228
19th at the *Faculty' hall there was a spirited session at which the regis=-

tration of cases of tuberculosis was advocated as being the only way through sg-

gregation of the carriers to get this curable and preventable disease unde

full control. On this same day he wrote the Dean of the School W.H.Ho¥ell, ex-

plaining in a foot-note why May 13th did not suit him for a school session.

b

i

Dear Howell- I should like to see you for a little

- pril 19, 1901
ile before the next
meeting of the Faculty about some changes in the x{tles, etc, in my de-

. partment, Futcher is going to leave the housé, and is going into prac-

| tice here.: He is.such an excellent fellow/that I think we ought to keep
him to help with f,he teaching. I. shall’have t0 rearrange some of my work
next year. This winter my 'i‘uesd.ay/s/ Thursdays and Saturdays have been
altogether too heavy. The diffigulty is about increasing the expenseé.
It seems to me that what <we pg,y/in salaries and laboratory expenses is a
prgtty full amount - $5000;/,-” I should like to see %&x&n&e—%&—%he
rgla.tion—this bears to ?é laboratory and salary expenses in some of the
other departments. /éincer.e‘ly yours;

o

w® Osler
/

P8, ‘I/fmd that Monday, May 13th is the night of our Hlstorlcal }
Club, for which Mumford is coming from Boston.

N

~
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On—the 23rd came the ammual gaeehiﬁg of the 'Faculty?' with a dimner for

Walter Reed who was to give the oration upon some recent researches on yellow
fever., Then on the 30th the 'American Physicians' met in ‘Hashingt‘on with
\}*elch presiding. At this gathering Osler read on the subject of the spinal
form of arthzfitis deformans, and thefe \%as also a paper 'ﬁy Trudeau on the
early recognition of tﬁberculosis, in the course of which he made what was an
extrzordinary statement for the time, namely that 75} of cases of pulmonary
consumption might be expected to recover if recognized in time and placed in
favourable surroundings. Bp.t the two outstanding features of the programe
were the account»given by Reed énd Carroll‘ of their Cuban experiences, and by
Barker,. Flexner and Novy of the plague _situationin San Franciscoiwhich they
had recently been investigating., At this time, too, a group of five men -
Welch, Pi‘udden, Holt, Herter and Biggs - all members of the Association, met
on the invitation of John D, Rockefeller in the Arlington Hotel in Washington
to cansider the question of the .}establishment of an‘institution to pramote re-

search in medicine,¥ This project was not yet a matter of public knowledge,

( *The Rockefeller Institute was incorporated a month later, June
!141:11, when a pledge of $200,000 was made to the Board (to vhich the
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!names of Theobald Smith and Flexmer had been added), to be drawn
gupon at their discretion during a period of ten years for prelim-

| inary work. \
’\ .

and meanﬁhile‘OSler whose text~book had been ;3;33355 responsible foi the 7§4u~u§1
~meeting, had returned with Trudeau to Baltimore for a meeting 6f the Laennec

society, before which body Trﬁdeau gave an account of his work in Saranac.

It was in the course of his address that Trudeau relatgd the following inciéent.

Aﬁout this‘tiun [1542), while 111 in New York, my house burned to the
ground, the fife having originated during the night from the explosion
of the kerosenevlamp of the thermostatvin my little 1aboratbry, and every
thing in the house and laboratory proved a total loss. Two days after
the fire I received from Dr. Osler a brief note,vwhich shows that his
great reputation should not be limited to his attainments as a physician,
but that he may lay claim also to some repgtation as a prophet, The en-

tire substance of the note was as follows:

"Dear Trudeau: I am sbrry to hear of your misfortune, but, take my
word for it, there is nothing like a fire a1 a man &o the Phoenix
trick," : '
Dr, Osler's prorhecy very soon began to be realized, A friend and
< patient of mihe, « o . t0ld me that as soon as 1 was well enough‘he
hoped I would return to Saranac Lake and build a suitable laboratory, one
that would not burn down; that he wan%ed me to build the best I could plan

for the purpose, and that he would pay for it,

=S
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P S g 297 2% /“""’""‘: ‘Tk(,;-..TWu. lhw,
<A._meak.la.tar/ ik America.n Surgica.l Association met in Baltimore; on the
e “/A-;/ ‘ (ot on, Tale
13th James G. L{umford came fer {he Historical Club; -‘-each—effmh-tch-—occa-siens

/ awd
meant—guestsat I Wost Framkiim Strect. —en‘*m‘e—lm Osler was in Chicagopws,

on the 80th at a meeting in Philadelphia; and on the 25th the Association of

) Medical Librarians met in Baltimore. This societyy as will be recalled, ke

7 | b Py OrGemts,
/ aﬁ—w had/launchedﬁhree years before, for the purpose of
: e ; ,
g4 heartening the group, composed m/fpa.rt of young women,who were engaging them-

‘\\1\3»
lf Dy Wi fordt- realany kbt Zud
selves as medical librarians, ime\the Society kad—mes in

\

Baltimore,where subsequently with Osler as President and wi\th Miss M,C. Noyes
as manager of its book exchanges its headquarters were established; = nor, it
may be add.éd., did Osler ever forget to send, and meet the expenses of, the
underpaid librarians of both the 'Faculty' and of the Hopkins Library whenever

the Association met elsewhere, as in time it came to do in conjunction with

the annual A, M. A. gatherings,

7

- Before this little group of seven earnest people with a fow invited guests,
Osler gave an account of his two visits made the previous summer on the Hunt-

erian Library at Glasgow* - visits which had left him 'bewildered with the

e o
*Bulletin of Association of Medical Librarians, 1902, i, 20-23.

| %

12
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impression of the extent and value of the collection,! ‘the uniqueness of which
the Glasgow University authorities scareely appreciated., No. 1 West Franklin

Street saw this small group of happy people at dinner with the Oslers and

there was spent an evening which served as a tonic sufficient to last them
over for another twelve months in their difficult and unremmerative Pbositions,

How Osler ever found time for his writing and at the same time managed %o

give his best to his students, whieh—efierall-was—both—his—jeb—andhis—jox,

' e Jronslaves, ,
(always mystified his friendss No less it mystifies his biographer who must

stop occasionally to dwell upon an a.d.dress 0f more than ordinary importance,
Such a one was given, at their amnual meeting, before the Society of Internal

Medicine, on the occasion of his visit to Chicago on llay 15th,* It happened ;

E/ *"The Natural Method of Teaching the Subject of Medicine,."
|Journal of the Am, Med. Assoc., June 15, 1901, xxxvi, 1673. The
|article was illustrated by one or two snapshot pictures of the
‘classes taken by one of the students, There were many othersstolen
(of him in characteristic attitudes at the bedside, four of which
\are here reproduced.

N

s

10 be an address in which he attempted to tell, as he says, 'a plain tale of -

the method of teaching at the Johns Hopkins Hospital,?

"There is nothing," he said, "very novel about it, except that in the

s

third and fourth years the hospital is made the quivalent of the laboratories
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of the first and second; and in it the student learns the practical art of med-

icine, This may be called the natural mode of teaching," "In the natural

method -of téaphing" he continued, "the student begins with the patient, con-

tinues with the patient, and ends his studies with the patient, using books and

lectures as tools, as means to an end, " He spoke of the novel conditions which

e Moo tacherns

confrontedAﬁhem at the outset; he gave a skeleton of the staff organization, and

told in detail how the clinical instruction was begun; how he believed in the

N

0ld maxim that 'the whole art of medicine lies in observation' - and he dwelt

rarticularly on his favourite third-yeat observation class where the students

~ ¥

saw 'close at hand the unwashed maladies' from the dispensary. He described

the class in physical diagnosis and clinical microscopy, the general medical

clinic, the work of the clinical clerks, his general clinic in the amphitheatre
on Wednesday noon when the 'typhoid committee' and the 'pneumonia committee!
'make their reports - for great emphasis is laid on the teaching of pneumonia,

the great acute disease, the present *captain of the men of death!® io use a

< 0 n
£ { =)
S N

phrase of John Bunyan%(andwthé:reader knows where he got it),
: :

_ It was all very simple. There was nothiﬁg new zbout it, This)Osler

emphasized himself, quoting in evidence what Professor Gomperz in his "Greek
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Thinkers" had said of the rational science of Hippocrates and his celleagues ~

(Wem%mmm And he ends with this

reference to his o0ld teacher.’

1/.‘ . . Tears ago my preceptor, Dr. Bovell, placed in my hands Latham's

| "Clinical® Medicine", and he marked a passage which contains the alpha and

fomega of clinical teaching, and with it I will conclude; "In entering
:thlS Place," speaking of the wards of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, "aven
' this vast hospital where there is many a significant and many a wonderful
‘thing, you shall taks me along with you, and I will be your guide. But
it is by your own eyes, az;d your ears and your own minds and (_I may add)
5your own hearts that you must observe and learn and profit. I can only

‘point to the 'vobjects and say-little else than 'see here and see there,' "
Yes, it was all very simple = the method = but there was something far

more important than method - the persomality of the teacher needed to make this
or .any other system a success. : ﬂbne can only conjecture the existence of this

essential element by reading between the lines of the address. But given some

(

years later in the words of one of these students, it is more i'eal.

<~ Do us who were his students in the sarly days of the Johns Hopkins
Medical School, his mémory 1is so vivid, so fresh, that it seems but as if
yesterday vhen he worked and played in our midst, and we have but to close
our eyes to see him in fancy, almost as clearly as we saw him in fact in

the late 90's, the great teacher and the great student in his manifold re-
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lations to his students. Now we can see him riding to the hospital in
the Monument Street car, and to the group about him prophesying with keen
yet ever kindly vision the ills - physical, mental and spiritual of the

derelicts en route to the dispensary§ here in the wards demonstrating the

complex psychology of Giles de la Tourette's disease, as exemplified by
a poor bit of s¢dden humanity whose coprolalia but exemplified - in a way
a bit embarrassing at times it is true - the symptom-complex he was dis-

cussing, or in aik alcove off the ward playing with little Theophilia as

she was emerging from the night of cretinism into the day of normal happy
échildhood under his skilful guidance; now in the claés-room of the dispen-
:sary,— for he loved the polyclinic, and believed in its wonderful poten-

ftiality as a teaching factor - with one deft touch soiving a case of great

| complexity, or bfinging from his vast storehouse of knowledge the one last
link needed in a disease-picture hitherto poorly understood, listening,

-suggesting, directing, teaching, gﬁiding both student and patient, and all

;the while filling countless scraps of paper with the names of one of the
three great teachers of his youth; now in the clinical laboratéry studying
a blood specimen, and suggesting to the student some line of original
investigation which might, perhaps, light into flame the dormant investiga-
tor and research workar;‘now in the autopsy room studying in death ihe

. puzzles that he had helped to unravel during life; now walking through

. the wards and corridors of the hospital with a}smile or an epigram for every
doctor and nurse who passed, a kindly word, and his ever;stimulafing psy-
cotherapy - encouragement, optimism, hope - to every patient he saw;.ini

i his myriad activitieé always making each student feel that he also was but

| a student of health and of disease, of men and of morals, and yet‘such a

' student as to fire‘our minds, our souls and our bodies to renewed efforts

j so that we might, in some measure at least, prove worthy of this fraﬁernity.
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: |To us who were privileged to be his students - his fellow-students inm

%those days, he was - and still is - always our inspiration and always
| our model,*

el

/ *#*0sler and the Student,® T, R, Brown, Johns Hopkins Hospital
Bulletin, 1919, xx=, 200,

By the end of lay, lﬁh@aving him with his Text-book lrs. Osler had departed

-taking Revere for a visit in Canton, thereby exchanging for her exciting life

a very quiet one. And she writes to one of the *latch-keyers! that she is

homesick and blue at the thought of 1 West Franklin Street full of people -

but that she would struggle along till the 15th., This was the date set for

‘_ : . Swie ongh
their sailing on the "St. Paul", and)by then the Text-book revision was com=

pleted and the pages forwarded to the publishers. The yreface, hdwever, did
not get written t111 afte? they had reached London. In itbhe enumefates the
many and important changes which had beén made in the edition, many of the
v dhapters, like that on malaria, having been completely recast, and as'usuai
all those who had been of chief aid in the revision were given their dues,
Teoecia it : e “—“% onwhed

fa/his own library copy of this IVth edition, Osler has wfltten ithis note,

This very clever examination paper on my Text-book was written by Dr,
fScott, afterward demonstrator of histology in the University of Oxford,

land appeared in the St. Thomas Hospital Gazette, 1902. 4dditions were
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fmade to the original by one or two of my assistants in Baltimore. About
fa month after the examination appeared a complete set of answers was sent

1o me by my friend J. William White, the well-known Philadelphia surgeon,

R
.

It was a most amusing skit -~ this paper,and tickled Osler greatly, It

was signed "D.M.S." and really was composed by three Guy's men, L. S. Dudgeon,
: : o WU D 2 GueaTions
- A. Mayrogordato and S. G. Scott. The skit)began in this wise:

AN EXAMINATION PAPFR ON OSLER (IVTH EDITION)

There seems to be a certain monotony about medical examinations,

f
f
?
§
i
3
?
i

{80 we suggest the following, by way of variety:-

§ l. - Who was Mephibosheth? What parental superstition dates from
3 his time? :

2, - What is "one of the saddest chapters in the history of human
deception"?

S = G1ve Osler's gquotations from the following authors; - John
Bunyan, Byron, John Cheyne, George Cheyns, Montaigne Ex-
plain the context where necessary,

et { Ocewns an.
The first trace of Osler's footsteps in London this sum&g\\rofa note on

the fly—leaf of Scott's Létters on Demonology and Witchcraft, addressed to

J. G. Lockhart, 1830, "TPhis ié the first g@itionv he wrote. "I bought it
at Sotheby's June 30 1901 fo? s, 8. 6. W.0." And from the éévile Club he
sends word to George Nuttall that they have had to change their plans about
- Cambridge since they 'are off to Holland on Monday’ and that they will hope

to see him at the Tuberculosis Congress.,
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It was again a scorching summer and someone had suggested that it might
be cooler in Holiand where there were so many windmills, Heat, however,

bothered Osler very little, due, as he was wont to say, to the chill of thirty
Cingenwg
. Canadian wintersnin his veins. The trip had been long planned with George Dock

his former Philadelrhia assistant, but at the last moment, braving the thermo-
meter, Mrs., Osler acbompanied them, with the understanding that she was in no
way . to interfere with the;r programnme., This was largely a medico=biblio-
historical one which wés to begin with "The Anatomy Lesson" at the Hague. They
had written ahead to some physicians in various p}aces they intended to viéit,
and started out, Osler with a Life of Boerhaave and Foster's lLane Lectures Jjust
published, under his arm, These he would be found perusing in some corner of
the Mauritshuis, for example, while the othérs were led on beyond the one or
two pictures to which they had defiﬁitely agreed to confine thenmel&es.

A most amusing though tfying day with the temperature épout 100° F, was
spent in Leyden with Prof. Rosenstein, then an old man, a Teuton, who for many
years had occupied Boerhaave's Chair as Professor of Medicine, But aias! he
had nevef been to 0ud4Poelgeest nor djd he know where was his immortal prede-

cessor's tomb ~ indeed, insisted there was none. The good 0ld man learned a
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reat deal of medical history on this particularlé re&-hot day, gnd.finally,
got his guests home, where in their shirt-sleevés seated on a horsehair sofa
‘they w;fe/refreshed by some hot lemondde. Nor was this ail - for a swelter-
ing evening with much feasting and toasting was passed with the professor's
family at a waterside resort - but it must suffice. A second day waé passed in
leyden looking in vain thrbugh theyUniversity register to see if he could find

the signature of a quendam matriculant named Thomas Browne of circa 1633;
; ; :

they had better luck elsewhers, for later in the day they stumbled upon a sale
at which the belongings of the last female descendant of Boerhaave were being
\ :

disposed of, and he purchased the entire collection including a large brass qua-

drant which had once been Boerhaave's. He also appears % have made this entry in

A

his pocket note-book late one evening,possibly on the way back to the Hague.*

k- *Osler evidently was pursuing the 'flighty purpose® - viz. to
’JOt down his impressions for use in a subsequent paper. The plan
was never fulfilled. He did speak on the subject the next fall be-
| fore the Historical Club, but his remarks were never published.
fSixteen years passed before he touched this material again, and then
' before the Historical Section of the Royal Society of Medicine (1918)
| he gave a paper on "Boerhaave's Position in Science," the MS. of
which is preserved though it was never published. In this article
' he particularly defends Boerhaave's position as an experimental chem-
ist. Osler insisted that Boerhaave might well be regarded as the
| founder of organic chemistry for this was the very work on which his
reputation in science is firmly established. "Not even the erudite
-;Haeser refers to it, nor indeed does Meyer, while Garrison, so ac-
‘curate and liberal, is positively unjust and is supported by my
' Cambridge brother [Allbutﬁ] whose astonishing statement is quoted -
' 'he made no experiments in Mediclne.'"

Ay

e
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July 11th d90].

Dr. George Dock and I dined with Professor Rosenstein and
about 8 o'clock strolled out along the L. 3 Road for about
half a mile, then turned into a narrow country lané, which with
many windings lead to Oud-Poelge est (0ld Pond Marsh), the country
home of Boerhaave. High stone pillars and massive iron gates of
unusual height cpen on a drive which leads to the house through
an avenue of magnificent beeches; those near to the house are
of younger growth. The owners awWi%&ingw%QJWbymﬁ&me were away
and the house was closed, but the gardener showed us about the
place. ipts of - acres, much of which is
densely wooded, so that as one le=d e city 6n the - sgide
The trees come

| very close to the house, whiéh is a spacious square building of

| 01d brick, flanked by wings which are set forward a little from
-{ the main building. Coming out from the dense avenue it looked

| as sombre as the 'House of Ussher', but the weird and solemn

i stillness was soon broken by the furious barking of two great

dogs, which were kenneled and chained opposite either corner.

A hedge of box, in the letters Oud-Poelgeest, threw a fragrance

on the damp evening air. It was a great deprivation not to be
able to enter the house. On either side there was a dénse-
shrubbery, in the midst of which to the left stood the magnificent
ruins of what is known as Boerhaave's tree, an American tulip tres
which he had planted some two hundred ysears ago. The main trunk
had split scme years ago,and had been girded with 1rons, ..one or
two of the large branches remained, and there were vigorous shoots
which bore beautiful blossoms. One could not but feel that the
tree was emblematic in a way of the great school of Leyden, which
had as it were lived its life but which now shows new and vigorous
shoots. A tablet was placed upon the tree in 1817 with an

| inscription referring to Boerhaave and his reputation.

On passing to the back of the house what was our surprise to

| find that it rose directly out of the basin or expanded termine-

tion of one of the canals leading directly to Leyden, and

| Professor Rosenstein pointed out at one angle the doorway through
. which tradition says Boerhaave took his barge to go to town.
| Here too Peter the Great anchored his boat when he paid a visit to

the great pProfessor. From the bridge over the canal one got s
fine view of the old house, the foundations of which, —a=d
#ines rose directly from the water. The dampness of theplace may

| have accounted for the attacks of serious arthritis from which
| Boerhaave suffered. Perhaps in his time the place was more open

and the trees had not grown so close to the house; but here,
after the toils and cares of the day he retired for recreation
and repose-
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The next stopping-place is shown by the heading of the following letter

to John H, Musser,

/ Brack's Doelan Hotel, Amsterdam,
- July 14, 1901,

Dear Musser Delightedl I shall try to catch the steamer & telegraph you
to come to 49 Clarges. St Piccadilly directly where you will f£ind Dock & me.
I have sent word to the Foreign Secretary that you are coming & to send all

your invitations to Morgan & Co, I wish you were with us here. We have

B ¥v. O.

A few days were passed in Amsterdam - the mornings by Osler in his shirt-

sleeves up a ladder investigating the shelves of lfiller's magazin de livres.
He was selecting books for the 'Paculty' library and incidentally some for his
own, while on a table conveniently nearyﬁ stood the volumes of the Index Cata-
. e (a»-l

logue of the Surgeon General's Library;i.Foster's new “"History of Physiology®
lay open exposing the page with a chronological list of rare hi stoziical works;
- a pitcher of drinking-water completed the picture, Meanvhile Mrs., Osler
writes to.one of the ‘latch-keye;rs‘ in Baltimore that her two men were very hap-

Py hunting 0ld books; and incidentally a fiftj—second birthday is recorded.

/ ' They found nothing in the Hague or Rotterdam, but have had splendid

Eluck: here and got some Boerhaave things in leyden, We are going north to-

had a delightful visit. Spent two days with old Boerhsave in Leyden. Yours,
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morrow t0 Groningen then t6 Utrecht andvAntwerp = on to Ghent and some epi-:
leptic hospital place and cross froﬁx Ostend on the 21st., . ., Revere is so
happy in Scotland., He joked up to the last moment about leaving us but
when we put him on the train he said, "Oh, I do care - I feel queer in my
heart under my arm.* , , Dr, Osler has been ‘really sightseeing on this
ti‘ip and is very amsing. - He 1lvoks at one picture in the collection and
then flies to a bookshop., I got him a lovely Keats for his birthda.y._ I
think I told you' he would not bid against Quaritch at this sale so we had

to take it at his price but no matter he is 80 happy over it. He has a con-

' sultation in the country next week and the fee will cover many in&iscretions.
N""”"wm <
From Amsterdam they crossed the Zuyder Zee to visit the new clinics in

course of erection at Groningen,and there a lifelong friendship was started

with K.F. Wenckebach the newly appointed young professor,who vividly reecalls one

N

(ke Fosl Gora
incident of the visit, for after va.—sg‘!r:ng/{he buildings Osler announced that he

would like to0 see 'the Bible;' "’@at Biblerm "’i’he Bi?le," replied Osler "thst
belonged to Martin Luthe:;' and afterwards came inbo the hands of Erasmus who
made annotations in it; it must be in the University Library,” And "Lo," ‘Pro-;
f\essor Wenckeback adds, “the:e the Holy thing was," - much to his amazement, for
he knew nothing about it. They subsequently went on to Eriesla:nd and that ené
chanting spot Leeuwarden, and from here the story may be taken up from another

letter written by the third member of the party, to Dr. Jacobs.
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« o« o I believe I wrote you from Amsterdam., We really had a delightful

»trip though Dfs. Dock and Osler became utterly disgusted at every place
where old books were not forthcoming and promptly wanted to leave. We went

| far north into Friesland and came to a most fascinating place, Leeuwarden,

| where we had the good luck tb hit on a kermesg and saw the natives in their
3 cﬁﬁrming prosperity énd beauty. There also we found the factory for "gn-
g‘tique" silver - and know why it is so plentiful, The spoons cost almost

g nothing there, Utrecht was a great disappointment. ﬁhe-Professor wrote

5 Dr, Usler a’nofe and called him “dear Prbfessor Hopkiﬁé" which afforded us

f much amusement, In Antwerp it was so boiling hot we could not>breathé

f and made up our minds to skip Bruges and Ghent and rush on to Ostend. There
; we stayed three days in a most charming hotel and had sea baths &\génerally

| -refreshed ourselves, . .,

e

S0 théy did, and someone else telis that the Life of Boerhaave was for-

gotten and a peculiar amphibious dark-skinned person who had learned his

7~

water-tricks in the ponds of Upper Canada proceeded to walk around the floor
of the ocean on his hands, waving a pair of legs aloft to the amazement of
the natives and to the anticipated embarrassment of his wife in the water

alongsides From this digression we may return to Mrs. Osler's letter,

[ﬁ‘rom Ostend] we weht back to Clarges St. I stayed two days at the Con-
gress., It was very impressive - the Duka of Cambridge opened it, I near-
ly had a fit. I did not know Dr. Osler was to spea.k and I was overcame

with astonishment, Entre nous - he and Lord Lister had more applause and
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a better greeting than any of the others, The thermometer was about 98°
‘and I was so excited I really could hardly sit still, I was alone and no
one to poke. The meétings were most successful and the social functions
wonderful, 1 .asked Mother to send you on a menu from Sir James Blyth's
dinnaer, . t . Ther Duke of Ga.mbridgg asked Dr. Osler to sit down and
chat with him & said, "Oh, you Americans are so joky, I do like you."

Wasn't it delightful. We went to 2 most lovely tea at Apsley House - there :
the Duchess of Wellington made us feel that we were really the only I;épple

in the world she wanted to see. It gave me a good lesson - I left the

men having this very festive time and came to Edinburgh by sleeping carriage -

_then on to Falklrk to get Revere. . . s

=

~

~

The British Congress of Tuberculosis, the second of these special con- !
gresses to be held on‘a.n ‘international basis, open/ed Ménday July 22nd with
soﬁxe 2500 persons in/.attendance. It was indeed a most successful affair and
royalty by lending its patronage had lined.‘ its]y,é?g up in the campaign against
the disease which had spared no families,those of prince or pauper. A short

. six months to the day had elapsed since the cousin of the Duke of Cambridge,
who eighty-three years before had unexpectedly stepped between him and the
throne had ended her long career, Otherwise she ,rather than her son,would have

been the person to command the aged Duke who had served in the Crimea when

Osler was wearing a smock-frock in Bond Head Upper Canada, t0 be temporary
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=

The exciting occasion - when there was‘no ome to poké = to which the-pera-
g‘-aph—ﬁr-emﬁrs-. Osler's letter refers, was the opening ceremony at St. James!
Hall when, in the presence of Ambassadors innumerable, Mr. Choate among themy |
Strafhcona the High Cbnmissioner of Canada, Bishops, Lord Mayors, Barls, Mar-
quises and other dignitaries too numerous to mention, the Earl of Derby called
upon the representative delegates of each of the foreigg countries - Osla:‘r first,
as representing America = and in turn preéented them to the Duke. Osler spoke
briefly, and the reader knows how it was that he came to apply Bunyan's phrase
in speaking of‘consumption\ias 'captainwof the men of death;' the captain)he
said, had nevertheless been reduced to a lieutenant and would soon be reduced to
the ranks thou@ it was almost too much to expect th;t he would actually be
drummed completely out of the regiment. All of which'may have been what H.R.H.
tlr;e Duke termed 'jokey.' In alphabetical order the Belgian, Danish, French and

German, and other delegates, were then presented, each of them responding 4n

turn with appropriate amd brief remarks - less t jokey! be it said, than were
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Osler's. A deputation,Osler among them was suﬁsequently réf:eived by the King
at Marlborough House;and there were great receptions,éne at the Mansion House;
and elaborate dinners to be attended.

During the serious sessions of the Congress which followed ,the outstand-
ing and be it said, somewhat disconcerting episode transpired on the second day,
when introduced by iord Lister, "Geh. Med. Rath, Professor Dr., Robert Koch, Di-
rektor des Instituts fiir Infektionskrankheiten in Berlin" discovererof the tub-

ercle bacillus gave a notable address* a certain portion of which provoked most

=

| *WThe Fight Against Tuberculosis," British Medical Journal,
| July 27, 1901, i, 189-93.

L .

unexpected commotion. Koch gave an exceedingly interesting analysis of the ways

in which different infectious diseases must be combatted, and laid/ down a most
sensible programme for the fight against tuberculésis. Muech of the value of
this was lost, however, because of\ the one section of his paper in which he
dwelt on the differencg 7 between human and bovine tuberculosis. For what riv-
eted the attention of his audience to the exclusion of all else was his state=-

@

ment that humen tuberculosis was practically non-transmissable to animals,
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that the reverse was probably also true, and consequently the attempt by legis~-

lative action, particularly rigorous in England, to stamp out the disease in
_cattle as a source of human.%Pfection, had been misdirected. This led to a.
storm of protest and disagreément amoﬁg sanitarians, which 1iés'outside this
story. Suffice it to say that Koch again, as with his tuberculin, had been a

little rremature in his conclusions; and in the discussion that immediately

/

followed the address, Lister with extreme clearmess of thought propmptly put

his finger on the weak point in the deductions Koch had drawn from his experiments#

o
| *In these experiments Koch had shown that it was impossible
’to infect cattle, swine or other animals with the bacillus taken
from cases of pulmonary consumption in man, whereas they were read-
ily susceptible to transmission of infected material from animal
'to animal, The reverse experiment, of course, could not be tried
muthout ‘personal 'sanction' of a group of human volunt&si2s, How-
iever, lnvoluntarily, experiments are continually being conducted,
ipartlcularly in the case of children who are fed butter and milk
gcontaining living bacilli from infected animals, Xoch did not be- e
.ﬂé lieve tuberculosis could be contracted by humans in this way. Others
| who disagreed with him were apparently correct, but his, Jjust then, was
| the greater voice., The aftermath of all this can be, followed in the
; correspondence, editorlals, etc., of the issues of the British Medical
i Journal on and succeeding that of July 27, 1901, I} nay be said that a
' Royal Commission on Tuberculosis was soon appointed which sat for -
| ten years, with a net expenditure of £75,557 and published an ela-
borate report in 1911 to the effect that man is infectible by the
bovine bacillus, Professor Koch notwithstanding.

H
N

There_was one man greatly missed at the Congress, and in the midst of

S

the three days' busy sessions Osler found time to say so in a letter to Dr.

Lawrason Brown at Saranac.
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s 40 Clarges St.

‘ Pear Brown You will not find it easy I fear to get an assistant unless
he is a healed 'lﬁnger.' I do not know of the right man at the moment but
I will bear it in mind. We are having a d.elui‘ghtful meeting, only we miss
Trudeau sadly. So meny inquire for him & speak of his work, So glad

you are going to take cﬂa.rge of the Sanitarium. The outlook for you

should be first-class. Love to Dr Trudeau Yours sincérely

- W Osler

T —

Before the end of the Congress Mrs, Osler proceeded to Scotland to get
Revere, who by this time was probably feeling less 'queer in his heart under
Povatv
his arm;? behind her in London Drs. Dock, lusser and Osler, who were

ttuberculously daft! as she expressed it.

The British VMedica;.ersrsociaﬁion meeting at Cheltenham followed upon the
heels of the Tuberculosis Congre/ss,' and though Osleér was in attendance and par-
t;ci.pa{:ed in the programmé, the occasion need not detain us‘except to point out
that, as told by’ G. A, Gibson,* he seems to have devoted himself largely to

: *Cf. Cibson's MLife of Sir William Tennant Gairdner, K,C,B."

®_ ., , The weather Quring the meeting was superb, and he loved to
| get out on the balcony of my house in the mornings smoking an after-

. breakfast cigar and chatting usually with Dr., now sir William, Osler
of Oxford, and with other friends .who came in., He, 8ir William Osler,
my wife and self used %o drive in the afternoons to all the social
functions which he thoroughly enjoyed, surrounded as he always was by

a bevy of old friends and admirers.,"

his old friend Sir William Gairdner whom he was to see for the last time. (?)

-
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They took a house at—inehewen=Rorth—Borwitks in East Lothian, where

E. A, Schifer and his family at this time had come to pass their summers. From
there a week later Osler wrote John H, Musser,
Incheuen, North Berwick,
- : Tuedday,
Dear Musser We were very much disappointed that you did not turn up on
Tuesday. I only found out the Sabﬁatarian character of the North British

RR in the afternoon It was very nice to see'you in London. I only wish

that>you had come earlier as there were many things that we might have

done together. It Wwas been delightful I feel sure for John to have trotted\
%about with you, Mrs. Osler sends'love‘& thanks for the books, ., ., .
gThis is a delightful place & I éhall enjoy the golf greatly. L hope you
gwill have a good trip. Kind fegards to Janeway, It was nice to have him
Ehere as one of our representatives. Do not forget to tell the Provost what
‘a strong impression Ravenel made. He appeared before the Local Gov., Board

on the tuberculosis guestion Yours,

W.O. .
ergued ; ‘
In North Berwick he -to devote himself ‘to the links, but there are
recollections of a succession of visitors and of expeditions to Bass Rock which
William Harvey visited with amazement in 1633, as described in his treatise on

the"Generation of Living Creatures;" and Tantallon Castle,and Berwick Law from

which ‘one can see on a fine day Arthur's Seat and the smoke of Edinburgh some

J

>
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 twenty~-five miles up the Firth of Forth., Nor was Edinburgh so far away but

that expeditions were made there too, as verified by the note "I bought these

volumes in Edinburgh Aug., 1901" written in such a peculiar set as William
Hayley’s "Essay on Old Maids" in three volumes, And, likely enough, there
were purchases for the 'Faculty' to whose Librarian, Miss Marcia Noyes, he sends

a belated note;

9 : ; North Berwick,
¥EEI. 13, O,

Dear Miss Noyes I was very distressed (truly) to leave without saying good-
bye but I had such hard work to get away - that confounded text-book kept

me tight to\the very lastvmoment.r I hope 5y this time you are away on your
holiday, I will send by’Sept lst the circular letter which'I wish to have

sent to all those interested in libraries asking them to subscribe,* I have

p &
G

| “Pnis refers to the following letter, finally issued October
|1st, 0 ' : -
' Association of Medical Libraries,
847 N, Eutaw Street, Baltimore,
October 1, 1901.

N A

‘Dear Doctor:

5 I write to ask your active co-operation in the work
‘0f this Association which was organized three years ago with the
‘object of promoting the interests of medical libraries in the
United States and abroad. We have established an exchange or
clearing house from which libraries may f£ill out files of perio-

- dicals and obtain books wanted, Through it they may also dispose
‘of duplicates which are of great value to libraries just forming,
| ~ So far as libraries are concerned the work we do is largely
gratuitous, each receiving several times over the value of their
yearly dues. Thirty-five libraries have joined the Association,
j You can help us - (first) by joining the Association and con-

. ‘trivuting your annual subscription of $5.00, (Second) by sending
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old medical works and files of the more important journals, On
account of limited space, no shipment of books should be made
until notification is received from the Manager of the Exchange.
Faithfully yours,
Wi, OSLER
.President.

Miss M, C. Royes,
Manager of the Exchange
(to whom the subscriptions may be sent),

some treasures for the Library, Miiller & Co of Amsterdam had a loft full
of fine old books which I looked over, They will send out a box about
Sept 15th, Let me know if there is anything special wanted frdm Germany
as it could come in Muller's box. We had a delightful trip in Holland.
We came here ten days ago. 1 have forgotten all about medicine & Doctors
& my sole ambition in life now is to reduce my score at éolf. I hope your

sister keeps well, With kindest regards Sincerely yours,

W™ osler
Nor has he forgotten the McGill lfbrgry, for a few days later the follow-

ing on a postcard went to its supervisor, Miss Margaret Charlton:

/];ar Miss Charlton I have sent to the Library Paynes facsimile repfmt
1 of Linacre's Edition of Galén's de Temperamentis, and Jebb's edition of
| some of the rére works of Caius (the originals of which are practiecally
out of reach). I sent yesterday (or ordered to be sent after the binding
is repaired) Boyles Natural Philosophy 1667, from the end part of which a
good idea of the state of medicine about the middle of the 17th centurgf

can be obtained, I have too at Revere's the binders in London the rare

English edition of Harveyis de gemeratione, which I will send early next
month. Siﬁcerely yours, &Ce Give them all to Dr. Findlay with my com-

| pliments and regards.
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Later in the month he sexf

of his old preceptor, who had graduated the previous spring and with whose plans

Segug .
he is naturally concerned;—and—to—whomhe—gives—$the date—of-$heir sailing,

<Fo—Pampbell P —Howard from W, ©.
Incheuen, North Berwick,
Aug. 21st 1901

;Dear Campbell I am delighted to thipk that you shall be in the.M.G.H. on
jSept 1st, How long is . your service, 1 or 1 1/2 years? 1 think if you wish
_i;t I could arrange to take you on my service next year (after finishing the
M.8.H,) You could come in as one of ‘th'e foﬁr -senior Résidents and the
wdrk would be mainly bacteriologieal but you would see all the work and
have to‘help in the teaching. It you.think of it as likgly, pay special
atténtion to bacteriology this winter with [John] McCrae your Resident =
Pathologist - in fact it would be well to et him to coach you. Of course
if you think two years of Hos‘pital work too much, with what you wish to
spend abroad, it might be possible to arrange for some special work; but

you would not have the advantage of living in the Hospital, Aunt Grace and

‘Revere send love, We sail Sept. 1l4th, Affectionately yours,

> S

w2 Osler

And this allusion to Palmer Howard a.n& to days gone by makes it appropriate

to recall Father Johnson,and ‘Jimmie’ who 'helped grind the cows mnlar;ani who by

/

now has left medicine, has entered the Church, and has a parish near London,
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To Rev. James Bovell Johnson from W.O.

B.5. .8, "St. Lauls".
18th

Dear Jim We had to chaﬁge our plans & did not leave North Berwick until

nearly a week later than we had anticipated, I am so sorry to hear that

you have had financial troubles, & am sul;e yqui' suspicions of Arthur must

be unfounded, of course you could get a statement of the settlement of the
. A=tk

estate. A “has done well but I am afraid he has not save‘d much money -
| You know how hai'd it is to put by anything in our profevssi on unless you are
 keen after the 'baubies' and successful in investments, I worked 20 years
 before I had saved a shilliﬁg I doubt‘if I shall be over next year as I

' have .a lot of heavy literary work on hand, Let me know if I could help you

. foar .
in any way ,v?thshtthsx. Yours sincerely

N

W™ Osle?

On the steamer he was probably kept busy between Revere and the "American
Voice", but he _found time to write - or to promise, for he procrastinated about
this - a rgview of Sir Michael Fogter's *Lane Lectvuresi', which, as not ed, had
trotted about with him during the summer, Mus to Francis R, Packard, v;ho had
recently taken over the e@itorship of the Amerjcan Journal of Medical Sciences:

U,5.M.S, "St. Louis,”
20th
Dear Packai'dl . I shall send you in »ai few days -~ unless you send word that
you already have one - a review of Foster's kecently issued Lectures on
the History of Physioiogy, which form a most h’ceresting conti‘ibut,ion. It

, Svneerels, o,
will take a couple or 3 pagﬁ Love t0 Fred,
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On landing they pald a brief visit to the Conynghams in Willesbarre; wa (O
Tt ot & Sersir J Bllez & M- fimga Gy
hore und-a-rece okt . a—postseript—

-to-a-letter-to \the idea must have struck him

of the desirability of publishing in the School Catalogue 2 list of the former
graduates with the positions they had come to occupy, as well as a list of

the papers written by members of the staff. At least, from this time on such
Iheee bz, Shins alow UZZ!
a list became a féature of the Medical School Cataloguae. A few 0f the shower /

of notes which passed to lir. George Coy on the opening of the term may be ?ﬁen.

- /”

s/ :
| = Baltimore, O /zf/ 5th, 1901,

Dear Mr, Coy: What about Mr. 5.5 B::aa., one of the ::;;{Ms from Washing-

i ton, I hear from hlS father that he is desperately i with consumption.

é Where was ho 11v1ng? Sincerely yours,’T S

/

<

/

/////} Baltimore, Oct, 8th, 1901,

5 Dear Mr, Coy: I think you should hav a book and make note about all thése
; students who have retired on accxnnt of illness In a case of this sort it
| No e

would be well to find out what sort of a place 11622 N. Broadway 1s, and

f whether there have been any cases of tubercu1031s there. Very truly yours, &c,

Have you a complete list of the graduates of the school and those
: who are teachers, Miss/ Wykoff is in practice at Wilkes Barre. Get the
N.Y, men i.e, those in/ the Hospital for last years class,

\
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| Baltimore, Oct. 10th, 1901
Dear Mx/ Coy- Thanks. I do not wish a Tist of those who are ill, but I

" thx{k it would be important to keep track of those who have been retned on

- /account of illne%s and the nature of the illmess, Longcope is not at the
!
' University Hospital. He is at the Pennsylvania Hospital, Very truly yours, &c.

P.S, Let me know about the enclosed, whether it has been attended to.

S~
- )

‘fhe health of the students and the uncertain conditions under which they

were and had been living iz}[;boarding-houses was a source of unending anxiety,
’ R
which fell even more heavily on the-Prefessor-of-Medieine than on the Dean for
S ' :
49 had to care for them and take the blame. In a later paper* he menliuvns the

f"/

j ;
L::'i‘yphoid Fever and Tuberculosis," American Medicine, Dec. 26, 1903,
case of one of the third-year students, a Baltimore boy who, used up by his

June examinations had been admitted to the hospitai with fever and cough, and

for a time typhoifd fever instead of tuberculosis was suspected,for which both

o

he and Thayer were severely censured by the family, The death of Davis while
& house officer had been the occasion of immeasurable distress, and there had
" been a good deal of illness in the stud.ez;t 'r?ody. In the class of 1899 alone,
four of.the students had developed consumption, and bat this particular time

John Bruce MacCallum, possibly the most brilliant student ever gradusted from
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the school had soon begun fo show while at work in Mall's laboratory unmistak-
able signs of the disease, which ended in four short years a career of unusual
promise, * .

}*cf\igzgﬁo_/lm slgetchfb:yxlacq{szo/eb, T/h‘hmeasdi_ﬁy,f’ress, Berkelgy,

%

On the 12th a,dfinner was\geld in New York to commemorate Virshow's eightleth

~

\

birthday, and ;OSler act\ed as toast-master. A few days later in a long‘{letter

to Iaflem'/about professional matters he expresses the hope that ;16 will be able

¢

/

to 'reyise his lectures on angina pectoris this winter,' and xj;i".shes he could

N

find time to work up the tuberculous pleurisy material vhich Parfitt had started

he is swamped with work.,!

0 analyze three years befare, but he adds that
Thayer had been married during t.he swmer, and T. é. Futcher with snother
had come as neighbours to share in his place the 3 West Fra.n.kli‘n Street house
with H. B. Jacobs. Then to0, the circle had been fu:gther incregsed by the ar-
rival of a blgck puppy for Revere, destined to be a long-haired spaniel - sel-
ected witr; due reg;ardk for his pedigree by Dr. Malloch of Hamilton, ~ Revere

X

at this time was having a severe attack of mythology and could think of little
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else. The puppy, consequently, was promptly hamed "Hector", which must have
considerably modified his destiny for he tuined, out to be more of a Trojan.
and less of a spaniel than expected. At about this time, also, the book
packages began to come in, and to judge from the féllbwing letters, George

Cheyne's classic on Health was sent to young Dr. Shattuck; and there were

other books destined for the McGill collection.

/

o

o

To George C, Shattiuck from W,0. ,
- - 1l West Franklin Street,
Oct. 18th, 1901.

5.
Dear Shattuck: 'I am sure you will enjoy reading the 0ld man's book on
Health,  There are same very delightful things in it. I am glad to see

that you sign yourself only George 'C. Perhaps we might compromisé on that,

| but I daresay as you grow older and get well into the profession and appre-
ciate the virtues of the or’i’ginal George Cheyne and of your great-grandifather

. and gra_.ndfather you will then insensibly be compelled to use the Cheyne for

the Cheever, With kind regards for all at home, &c.



3944
. Pek,
1901 .

To F, J. Shepherd from ¥W.0.

1 West Franklin Street.
X.18. 01,

Dear Shepherd Very glad to have your letter this evening. We got back three

f weeks ago. Mrs. O & Revere have just returned from Canada. I could not go
| with them as there were a score of things to do before the session opened#&
i we were arranging a new scheme for our 4th year work by which the men would
. have more fime in Medicine & Surgery and buncﬁingrthe specialties to prac-

| tical demonstrations & work in the Dispensaries.‘ We had a very good summer,

aftér 10 days in London we went to Holland f?z/g/fértnight, then back to Lon-

don for the Tuberculosis Congress, Mrs Qsler Jjoined Revere in Scotland where

| he had gone with his governess, I went to the B M A & then joined them at

North Berwick where we spent 6 weeks. Schéfer & his family live there so

it was very pleasant. I have been book hunting all summer and secured some

. treasures in Holland, chiefly from Miller of Amsterdam who keeps a good stock,

I sent out one or two books for the Library & I got in London a good copy of
Harveys De Generatione Angmalium, Eng Edition, which I left to have bound &
forwarded, All goes well here, except that I am bothered to death with praec-

tice - hard to keep it within decent 1limits so as to have time for teaching

& private work. What is the Date of the CMA? If it is after the middle -

- of Sept I can be with you & would be only too glad to give the Address in

Medlclne or anything else you wish. S0 glad that you are the President
this year. Love to Cecil énd Dorothy. I hope you will be down this winter,
& bring Cec%}},}

fIrséw Stéphen Mackenzie éeveral times - he is better but ;ooks far from
well, I have been reading with interest Macallumstddresses - they briﬁg
back old days & ways. What a dZ— shame that we never had his portrait painted,
Is it too late? Wrights too? ‘Yours.ever

S

W Osler
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From October 21st to 25rd there was a gatheri#g at Neﬁ Haven to celebrate
‘the Bicentennial of Yale - an occasion which brought.together delegates from
cogntless un;versiﬁies at home and gbroad as is the way with sucﬁ festivals.
The exercises culminated in a ceremony remarkable in many reséects, but parti-
cularly in that it gave onqrtunity to bring out the extraordinary qualities
‘of tw0‘very unusual personages - the then President of Yale, and the man whom

fate a short time‘before had’made President of the nation. Some threescoré

men ?f letters, of science and statesmanship frgm various parts of the world
were presented for deérees - John Hay, Marquis Ito, Admiral Sampson, Choate,
Angell the father of Mr. Hadley's succeséor, James Ford Rhodes, Charles Eliot
Norton, Howells, Mark TWéin, Henry Higginson, John S. Biliings, Michaelson, and
yoﬁngest of all the Professor of Jurisé?udence and Politics at Princeton Uni-
versity, by the name of Woodrow Wilson, to mention but a few of them, From

the Johns Hopkins were Remsen, Gildersleeve ani Osler, and to.each of these

. sixty as they were prgsented in turn, without reference to any notes, Mr,

Hadley addressei himse1£ without hesitation, appropriately and briefly - in

the case of one of them as follows:

s LSS T SRS L
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(// On you, William Osler, as a man of high ideals and achievements who

%has known how to evoke high ideals and stimulate high achievements in
!

e
j others, we confer the degree of Doctor of Laws and admit you to all its

&

?rights and privileges.

5

The last of all the degreeé was conferred on a man to whom as a private
citizen a short few months before, the 1nvitatiqn had been sent. Turhing to
Theodore Roosevelt, Mr. Hadley said, "But one name now remains,"‘whereupon an
extraordinarily moving scene between, the éudience and these two men was then
engoted -~ whiéh perhaps, after all, lies outside thisS:::;;?ii'

Back in Baltimore, Osler is found soliciting readers for the year's pro-
gramme of the Book and Journal Club - indidentally promising to give himself

in return.

To Francis R. Packard from W. 0.

No, 1 W, Franklin Street.

ﬁo.aa,@aa(aod > Nov. 2nd, 1901,

"Pardon the delay.in replying to your letter, but I have been on the road,

‘ gYes, I will dome over with pleasure on the 13th, and will gladly dine with
;you ét-the Club and étop the night. I am so glad to hear that you have
Estarted a historical clﬁb. It will be most useful, I am arranginé a pro-
Egramﬁe for our Book and Journal Club’for this winter. Could you give us '
gsomething/at one of the meetings. It is a club of the Medical and Chirur-r

| gical Faculty, with about 60 or 70 members, and we have four meetings a year,
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at which we generally have somebody from outside to give us a2 little talk

on any matters of bibliographical or historical interest. If you can

' come would December 18th* be convenient? Sinecerely yours,

N W2 Osler

*Packard did come, and read on the Resurrectionists of Lon-
don and Edinburgh, while on the same programme Osler was down
for a paper (unpublished) entitled "Pickings from London Book
Shops;" and he presented a number of ‘the pickings’ to the 'Fac-
gulty- library. \

5

November 9th records, among many d,ihners at 1 West Franklin Street an

~especial one, to honour the King's birthday. The 19th finds him in Elkton, the

home of his 'country doctor! friend Ellis, in attendance at the fall meeting

of the 'Faculty.! The month also saw published a number of brief clinical

papers*, and the appearance of a large volume on Typhoid Fever, of vhich he

{

o *Gne of them bears the paradoxical title of "The Advantages of a

i

| Trace of Albumin and a few Tube Casts in the Urine of Certain Men over
| Fifty Years of Age"(The W.Y. Medieal Journal, Nov. 23, 1901),in which
| he belittled the chance laboratory~-finding of a little albumin and a

| few tube casts., He pictures the successful business man who having

overstocked his engine has a rude shock when some life insurance company
deckines the extra sum he wishes to place on his life. He went on to ~
give a few striking illustrations, one of them Osler. subsequently ad-
mitted being the case of Sir Charles Tupper - then 'still alive and an
octogenarian of exceptional vigour.! And he went on to tell of the man
who in the Cathedral of Antwerp the past swmmer had touched him on the

| shoulder and whispered in his ear, "Not dead yet," and, on turning he

' saw an old patient who ten years before had been rejected because of

| Bright's disease. Sir Charles Tupper who had, before Strathcona, been

Canadian High Commissioner, lived to be ninety-three; and in an obituary
notice which Osler wrote of him (British Medical Journal, Nov. 6, 1915)
he returns to the subject, saying, "the advantage of the discovery [made

| in 1880 in Sir Charles's case] was never better illustrated, as he aver
| after lived a careful life."
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was the editor.* So (ki lawe 7 ovfly fued botbsne Ko ws ‘o il 20wn ? h Monden

f *Under the supervision of Dr, Alfred Stengel, a successor to
Osler's former position in Philadelphia, a translation from the
|German of Nothnagel's great Encyclopaedia of Practical Medicine had
|been made dring the year. The volume on Typhoid and Tyrhus Fevers
|lwas edited by Osler with the help of Dr. Rufus I, Cole, then one of
|his Assistant Resident Physicians, and judging from Osler's preface .
|many of the chapters in the volume of over 600 pages had been thorough-

11y revised or practically rewritten,
N

‘ M\the 23rd he writes to H. V. Ogden:
; 5 o

| Dear Oéanit I wish I had known that you were interested in White's "Se%}ﬁéine"
én

that I might have picked you up a nice édition. I saw a fine first edifion
N l’j : :

at twelvg gui£§a§. We had a delightful time in Holland, and I gbtf;fnumber

S | of very interestiﬁéxold,books, particularly for the [zFacultyﬂ 'Liﬁ}ary.‘ 1

, \ ; /

B . N ‘ 2
i picked up some interesting Linacres and a couple of Glissons and have almost

® | completed my set of Sir 7 omas Browne. 1 just made a few every-day rémarks

at the Virchow dinner, not zkything special, so that I did not have them re- ¢

4 /
printed,

sorry to hear that your fathqr has-such a bad attack, Mrs, Oszer
_ X =
L boy are well., I doygﬂpe\ypu will come down this spri gs Or

N

ing the winteflf“We can alwéysgf t you up, and 1 feel that I
X v

o
[
8
™
o
o
=1
o
o)

| was' rather cheated 1as time, as I had toxgﬁ df{b
"\ S ”j*'/ S 5 N

N

As the date of the following letter shéws, he had piqcrastinated

éhgi?er which

/ :
*With all his g/odd intentions it did not get publishdd until Nov-
ember 1902, American Journal Medical Sciences, 1902, cxxiv 899-903,
: ‘ 5 . :
X ] L

\

about the review for Dr. Packard,* égdjmeanwhile'he suggests

s

subsequently he offered to write himself.
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\ 1 West Frankli\r\i‘w Street,
\ : XIe 290 dl

Dear\Packard: I have the Review of Foster ready - *twill be &bout 4 pp.

I am cal id west this eve. & have a few introductory remarks ut you could
| N\ '
- have it easzﬁ\y in time for the Jan. No. if you wish it. You should have

. & good review of [Sir James]| Paget's Life wh. is most charming. ours
W Osler.

Ko i frvnt @8
His—call to the West-appears to-have been to-attend.a meeting in Ann

Arbor where he addressed the students; and, later on, the Christmas recess

was passed with Mrs. Osler's relatives. Some time before, he had sent this

undated note to his friend Chadwiek in Boston:

Dear Chadwick You are a Saint. Tha; dictionary will be of such help -
I have long v;anted Just such a volume. Le P_ef%_e_g_ is most flatulent and
will please some of the bogs. Thank you sb much for both of them. The

 27th or 28tk would suit me for a talk - Thomas Linacre, the first of the
Great Medical Humanists. If this is too long just Thomas Linacre.

Yours sincerely, &c. I will bring the volumes as a texte.

Thus the Boston Medical Library, and a sort of book and journal club
whiciz had been started there by Chadwick, profited by this Christmas visit;
and though he chose Linacre as his topic, several years were to pass before

this material was whipped into its final form as a finished €583y,

2

2



50

Dec.
1501
The year may well encugh end with a characteristic note to
H. A. ' Lafleuro \\ 5 \\\
e N 1 West Franklin Street,

\

Dear Lafleur Perfectly delighted! We shall expect you'on Tuesday.

[
|
g

We have been spending Xmas in Boston. I returned this morning, to let
| McCrae off. Sorr_y not %o have been with you in New York but I have
' been away for a week and thé‘r‘e 'v’v/ere many demands here. Egerton (jr)

will be so glad to see you, Mrs Osler tco, as well as Yours ever

We Osler
\\\
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