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Early in the year he w1ote to J. G. Adami in Montreal; "I am so grieved 

to hear of Kanthack's death - it is a grievous loss to all of us. Poor fellow! 

So u,.(µ, w,t>I_":,_ £o..J....,: lfu:J,..,. - ...... .,,. -.[i fl-tJ...eL,,.,._L· . ,~ I \ozc:L--=.Gc t-.a obt..: 

and he had so much to live f~ and so much to do.'~ &, .:i.t.-h~~~µ~-5:l'lt-emt-uif 

pparent y 

C.,b.D.i,f' in Patholugy at tifl:e University 
~ ._-.,,,,· --+-St 

of eamb1idge, IC:tl6:0l'08. ¥ae~~ ~death J{T;:,_ ,,,..A<. 

~~-P~ 
b1c:0ugb.t up in a pathslegica.l had filled the p:afltt (in Cambridge 

~ 
for only a short few months. before his aeailx at, t:ae ag9 of tl:lJ rty-five. And 

• 11.. ~ -~ 
in another~% later the same da-:,4:::: ec::~ami t~ ~~ 

~ 4~ 
Kantheek to the Philadelphia Medical Journal, "If you send it by Saturday 

eve it will be in time." 

-~A. ~ 0 (~ ~,I. --.: 
Thus heAaeoaea 'the flighty 

&a:~esteu 1. tself to nts mina, a card always convenient to his hand was scrib-

bled and -posted. Even when he received reprints of other people's papers, -

l.,,.....,..O / tl ~ ..:{ 4ll_ I 
instead of the e-e-3:-e,/perfunctory acknowle~ steel-engPavea as is the cus: 

~~ ~....,.:!='"en.. 
he would/send a -.vaPffi thottgh b1 i ef no1ie 4greeti ng, 

.r-....__ ~--rr--- "'~ 74..,. 

Thus, 
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~nan undated note of this time to H.P. Bowditch: 

<' 
/ 
Dear H. P. Greetings to you and yours! - I have just been reading your 

"Reform in Medical Education" with every bit of which I fully agree. To 

one relief of the early congestion you did not refer - viz. the exclusion 

of Chemistry (Gen. & Lab.) from the strictly Medical curriculum.· We 

found here that it is a great boon - the students have a three mopths 

course only on Physiological Chemistry. There are schools in the coun-

try (U. P. for ex.) in which the Chemistry takes up mo~e time in the 

first two years than any other subjects. I have abandoned didactic lec­

tures altogether - but I talk a great deal (with my feet dangling from a 

table which I find is a great help). Your lecture will do good. Love to 

all at home. Ever yours_ 

wm Osler 

_It, is t~n5 ~o o.weL 01_ i;hia lld.-Dit 01 lm;pulshe not e-.,1 Hing. 

~L>L ~"1~ 

Even his no t0s of invitation \7ere apt to have some twist out of the ordin-

ary lilrn the follor:ing on the bacli::: of a calling-card left for one of 'Ghe 
I 

m.u-ses Ylho had come do,m from Hanilton Ontario to enter the training school. . 

( flill you please if you can get off (,1i thout distlU'bing the equa.ni-

1 mi ty of tl1e Vestalia., and without distress to any of yom· youthful com­

pa.nions} come t-o tea at 'e.30. 
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D,:a; i...J.t, tl1is Jan;sr;;r thePe W0F0 
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a succession of ~nt to Dr. and 
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11rs. Jo1m .A.. I:Iullin or to their son,in HaJ:1iHon Ontario. ;:Us ucqu.a.intance 

-r,·ith the old doctor dated ba.c£;:: to the days ef :~i~ eJ.I'l.1/ L1te1es l. i:r•_ ti: i-

chi.1rn~' s, ,-rhen as a. moo.ica.1 student he had gone from Uontrea.l to Hamil ton 

i,'\A.c4c:l,\A~ 

to see a. case of this re.1·0 disoe.se 1iith Archibald I.Ialloch sr. Y,ho was 
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l West Franklin Street, 
Monday 

Dear ¥rs. Mullin I have been encouraged by what Dr Malloch has written of 
your good old man; but your account is not so favourable. I am afraid that 
he does not take food enough. I would temptym with all sorts of digest­
ible things - bl~ds sweet-breads oysters &y.and make him take the milk -
or butter-milk - in the intervals between meals. He should rest on his 
back quietly for at least half an hour after eating. Do not let him1go 
out at night - it is a usele 6 waste of his strength; insist upon this 
point. I am very sorr to h~ar of the continued loss in weight; it means 

. that his stomach doing it WOrA well. I have written the young 
Doctor today. o let me 

Wrights ~~as a great 

hear from time to time how he progresses. Harry 

shock. He \vas a fine character. With love to 
the Doctor, Sincerely yours 

/ wm Osler 

/ 
\ -A::nd on a SunEl:a:; a ox ief note, postmarked January lf\th: 

Dear Mullin How goes the battle? With Israel I hope. I left you in bed 
& rather wretched after a sharp attack of pain. I hope you are up again 
and doing what you can in the way of work without tiring yourself. Let 

I me hear soon how you are. -· - __. 

Dear Mullin I was very glad to have your letter today - to hear the more 
cheerful news of your breadbasket. Do take it easy & mq,ke the young Doctor 
do most of the work. I should have answered Mrs Mullins letter which l 
was very glad to have, but I have been very much driven for the past ten 
days. With love to all at home. 
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• ~~~£ 
An epidemic of influenza was prevalent at the time s.1•1:d. 'fl:o/did not escape, 

'"Jut when housed by temporary illness his wheel~ nevertheless continued to re-

volve. On January 9th he writes to H. M. Hurd, who for years had shouldered 

.tr,,J,.l...c- 1 ---:--_ ' ,--,, 
the responsi bili ties of' editing the Hospi ta.l Bttlle tiin. 

We should have a meeting at an early date about the Bulletin. I 

have asked Mall to have a chat with you about it. I think there should 

be an Editorial Committee composed of you and Mall and.Abel and Howell and 

a couple of' the yeunger men, with Smith as secretary, to do the proof 

reading and to relieve you of all the worry of it. There should be not 

tthe slightest difficulty in arranging for the Medical School fund to stand 

some of the expense, as it has practically been the organ of the :J.edical 

School since the School started. 

I hope to take up work tomorrow. I feel quite myself today. 

Jt.._,_ >-1/J~ ~ d/J l,;p.,[7:,,,q..: e..-S~- ~ ___ __ > 
~uary 11th his mother, now ninety-four, writes concerning her 

Benjamin', ~Osler. 

As the~,~ pass I feel more and more the infirmities of old age, 
• '-. 

sight dim, and hear~ng very low, "The Grass-hopper a burden" often - when 
""-.\.. 

a note shou.ld be written 1 postpone till I am a little brighter, &c, &c. 
"· 

I know that you and Vlillie,,shoulli: have heard from me before, but for this, 

and I woc1ld have acknowled;~'¾'evere the receipt of the Picture Book -
'---

'· 
Thank him for it with my love and ~ny kisses - there is evidently some 

~ 
'-.. 
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hidden meaning in it which might t>e difficult for hi'1l to explain to me if 

I asked him, so I'll let him enjoy his tacks and hammer and not puzzle his 

brains just yet. When I heard of W. F. having Grip.fa I felt sure others 

would follow suit but I do sincerely hope it may not spread - I am glad 

that my Benj. was well enough to be up and enjoy the fireside comfort; the 

• epidemic seems \verywhere Toronto is indulging freely in it. 
\ 

\ 

And _,,later in the month thi'$, lively and unforgetting old lady, in acknowledging 
\ 
\ 

\ 
the weekly letter from 1 ~est ~ranklin Street, writes: 

'. 

\ 
I wonder has that precious Revere given up the musical hammer and 

nail amusement, if indulging in \t still Willie had better let Morris get 
\ 

him brass-headed nails to ornament\the furniture in the Drawing Room -
\ 

perhaps this nail-driving may indicat~irmness .of purpose in any thing he 

undertakes, bestow many kisses on the d~\boy for me and tell Willie to 

study up some of the precepts of Solomon ab~ the bringing up of children 

- but there is a proverb of later date about P~les and Glass Houses &c 
\ 

&c so I wi 11 no more or may get the worst of it. \\ 

\. 

-A:aa:--ae~:nTI'iITa'<ITffiffi'iTI"ori~nl7~mdmet:.a.~-iILJ~_mmij,__" dd.94:1!.\euo~,p.-. Jong 1 etter :--:. 

-
precious Revere ~s lett , 

so long - a/r can decipher What 

a fund must afford the house. . im, do 

not spoi1 him. 
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.gave a di rri ag: address on "The Problem of' Typhoid Fever in the United States" 

-~ 
'""-'&·Fi»gi»g arraigntnent of the national shortcomings in matters of public hy-

~ ,~ ~ ~ ~ ,,,.,-~ ,~ ~~,A#f Jk~ 'Jl-.£4~ ~ • 

(. n-. SJ,\ti:- ot-: ~ . 
giene and sanitation_) ~oday, w-itft a11/°ur)schools of hygiene and speGial la-

boratories and princely funds devoted to the purpose, there is no voice or 

~ {¼ -f?· • 
pen comparable to his_alle to rouse the profession ani the people to their 

duties. He said that the very staleness of his subject was a warrant for re-

I 

petition, that its triteness made earnest reiteration necessary, £or the coun-

try had had a very bitter lesson in the war - a sad conclusion to a brilliant 

victory. 
-fiJ~ 

He reviewed the history of typhoid in the country; f he labours of 

Louis's pupils and their writings on the subject; s:aeh as Elisaa Ba.1tlett•s 

o,.,d..tl~ Jl. 

s&sey i:a 1042~ the progress of our knowledge leading up to the triumphs of 

sanitation• "That imper1·ect drainage and a polluted water supply means a high 

mortality rate fr an typhoid fever is the very alphabet of sanitary science." 

Let us turn from this picture with its glowing· colours to a more 

sombre canvas. Last autumn this nation, in the moment of victory, had 

a rude awakening, a sudden conviction, a hard lesson. A voice like that 

heard in Ramah went up throughout th1~ land - 'lamentation and weeping and 

great mourning.• From Montauk Point to San Francisco, from Minneapolis 
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to Tamps, Rachels were weeping for their lads, cut off by a cruel disease. 

The most bloodless campa~gn in history was followed by a relatively greater 

mortality from disease than'in any recent w~r, and chiefly from this very 

disease over which I have been chanting the paeans of the triumph of our 

profession. To us these autunmal dirges rang no new tune; we had heard 

the same in the -palace of the rich, in the crowded tenement, in the hospital 

ward, inpeaceful New England valleys, in the settler's sh~nty of the far 

West, in the lwnberman•s shack, in the mining camp. Ye3X by year we had 

listened to the Rachels of this land weeping' for their fair sons and fairer 

daughters. not killed by any pestilence that walked in darkness, but by a 

preventable sickness that destroyed in the noon-day - the noon-day of the 

intelligence of a civilized people. People asked each other, what did it 

all mean? Nothing more than a slight extension of the judgrnent upon crim-

inal neglect of sanitary laws. The number of soldiers who died of typhoid 

fever during and after the war was a bagatelle in comparison with the total 

annual deaths from the disease in this typhoid-stricken country. Throughout 

the length and breadth of the land typhoid fever prevails so extensively 
' 

in township and county, in village and city, that an.y large body of men ag­

gregated together was almost certain to become infected. 

This is a nation of contradictions and paradoxes. A clean people, 

by whom personal hygiene is carefully cultivated, displays in matters of 

public sanitation a carelessness which is criminal. A sensible people, 

among whom education is more widely diffused than in any other country in 

the world~ supinely acquiesces ln conditions shameful beyond expression. 

I do not propose to waary you with statistics, of which our Journals and 

Reports are full, hut I will refer to a few facts drawn at random from three 

cities and three States,illustrating this shocking neglect. 
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And he went on to expose Philadelphia, Baltimore ani the National Capitol as 

examples of how in sanitary measures we were a generation behind Europe. 

/ 
/ 

r' The solution of the problem is easy. What has been done in many 

parts of Europe can be done here; the pra~tical c~nvicion of the people 

is all that is necessary. Upon them is the responsibility. Let us mean-

while neither scold nor despair. The good-natured citizens who make up 

our clientele, pay our bills and vote the straight party ticket, have but 

little appreciation of a scientific question, and are led as easily (more 

easily) by a Perkins or a Munyon than by a ~ister or a Koch. Under the 

circumstances it is marvelJ.ousthat so much has been achieved in fifty years. 

'The larger sympathy of man with rr.an' , which we phygi cians are called upon 

to exercise daily in our calling, demands that we continue our efforts -

efforts often fruitless in results, but very helpful to ourselves - to 

educate this foolish public. What is needed seems so easy of accomplish-
~ 

ment - the gain would be so enormous! We ask so little - the corresporul-

ing benefits are so great! We only demand that the people of this country 

shall do what Elisha asked of Naaman the Syrian - that they shall wash and 

be clean - that they shall scour the soil on which they live, and cleanse 

the water which they drink. 

Jl.. ~ 
On the same day in an extemporaneous address to the/u~dic,l students, he 

~ ""••l.uiJ litu,,,J.-._ 14? , xx , 3., 7• 

emphasized three things: the good fortune which was their's in entering medi-

cine just at this time; doing the day's work without too much thought of the 
,. 

l\vlo'\Jio W- w'fu~ ~ A C/.-eJL. ~ 
futniPQ-, 8fflflt.l-BBi :ed =~ his favourite quotatiun from Carlyle; and lastly, the 

11•;ed of cultivating equally the head and heart. 
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There is ~he is quoted as saying) a strong feeling abroad among 

people - you see it in the newspapers - that we doctors are given over 

nowadays to science; that we care much more for the disease and its sci-

eiltific aspects than for the indi vidusl. I don't believe it, but at any 

rate, wheth~r that tendency exists or not, I would urge upon you in your 

own ·practice to care particularly for John and Elizabeth, as George Eliot 

says, - but I will not add, especially for Elizabeth - but to care more 

particularly for the indiividual patient than for the special -ct:eatures of 

the disease. • Dealing, as we do, with poor suffering hUt-nariity, 

we see the man unmasked, exposed to all the frailties and weaknesses, and 

you have to keep your heart pretty soft and pretty tender lest you have 

too great a contempt for your fellow creatures. The best way is to keep 

a looking-glass in your own heart, and the more carefully you scan your 

own frailties the more tender you are for those of your fellow creatures. 

\ 
~--JWf,e-: Science however vas by no means forgotten, for the staf'f) one and all 

II 

were busily engaged in foroa.rding lmowleige as best they could. 
~"--"' IL t.c ..... clu~,,,/e.Z-, """' S...d..A et.;,~ "'- -t-_ ~ ~ ~ 
t.r:iie even of the j l:'-l'l.i.Oili' J;i.011.se of':f'iee:c s he "a,., 1i:rai:r.i:ing, o~T. R. 

a,,,, ec;c --&e..r,,p..afiit.ji• -... r("t»v, t~~ ~ 11-y-~ /6,.-:f.u,,",...#-fl'-..i,~ 
BrOV"m, a: 1Lil him• made a nec. e'l:lso:evatiGI? U}:,OJ:;;~;d pictUJ?i°f trichi-

' 

nosis I a disoov=o!",/ which o.l:one-well atoned for the hours over the micro-

scope counting blood-coils to ~hich the Hopkins students of the day were 

subjected. 
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in trichinosis and parasitology- in general dated back 

as will be recalled, om his detection as a student in Toronto,of the para-

sites in the body he was issecting, examples of which went enthusiastically 

to Father Johnson in ueston. y this time Brown's discovery had been con-

firmed by other observers and he was led to put together an article in which 

his personal experiences with the disease were assemble:l*, and to his former 

*"The Clinical Features of Sporadic Trichinosis. 0 .American 
Journal of Medical Sciences, llarch 1899. 

assistant c. it. B. Camac wrote as follows. 

Dear Ca.mac 

1 West l 'ranklin Street. 
2.9.99 

So glad to hear from you. I am sure the Olin. Microscopy 

work will tell. It is most attractive for the students and young doctors. 

So glad of the gall-bladder arti'cle. It will do too for our third Typhoid 

studies at which! am at last at work. I have been mach driven this winter -

so much on hand and so many calls. By the way look out for the mild cases 

of trichinosis at Bellevue - The eosinophilia is most remarkable. Thayer 

has just found a 6th case in a nurse in town. It is really a very good 

blood find. You remember ono of the cases when you were here. The as-

sociate Professor is doing so well - a good many calls out of town. We 

sti 11 miss you & your good system - The new school I hope wi 11 make pro-

gress Schuman was here a few weeks ago - full of hope & plans. Mrs. 0 & 

Ike are well - I hope to see you at an early date I- have eB.ly pasoed- • 

t.hro-N. 'f. ln my past three v1s1't"s"". Mrs Osler sends love. Yours ever 

wm Osler 
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'So much on hand and so many calls.~ From January to May of this year 

consultations were incessant - his afternoon hours filled, and many demands 

from out of town. Yet his other activities did not suffer JWP his litePa;py 

~ 
.pro~uctivity faJJ off. and one or two papers each month aPe sent off to re-

joice the editor of some q& ~he strug6ling medical jou.rnaltf of little more 

than local reputation, to many of which he permitted his name to be attached 

~oJ.. 
as collaborator. By this time, also, announcements ha¥e begun to appear re-

garding the coming Centennial Anniversary of the Maryland 'Faculty', for which 

~i----lll\y~ ~ $,,.,(,,~A.. -
a liberal sum of money was 1H,0Q.ed to carry tl1Fough the plafts - ' 'contributions 

to be sent as soon as possible to Dr. William Osler at 1 West Franklin Street'' ; .. 

f;.nd he tool: advantage of ever-J possible occasion to ,a:;ipeal for funds, as he - • 

did on January 25th before the Book and Journal Club of m1ich he was President 

- a meeting at ·which he described. his visit of the summer before to Sydenha.m•s 

birthplace. 

February was the month of the memorable blizzard, and on the 18th he 

writes Dr. La.wrason Brmm one of the students yfu.o during his third year had 

f 

contracted tuberculosis and gone to join Trudeau: 
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1 West Franklin Street 
2.18.99 

Dear Brown Greetings! & best wishes for your pulmonic health! A nephew, 

Rev. H. c. G---, of Toronto, has just developed Tub. laryngitis 8 weeks dura-

t ion. 

found. 

No trouble evident in lungs - condition good - no fever but bacilli 

I wish him to go to the Adr. at once. I have written Trudeau ask-

ing about the Sanitarium's private rooms but I tho't it would save time to 

ask you to let me know of some good ~oarding houses - with prices, &c. Love 

to Oliver - I hope you are both on the primrose pathf Yours 

wm Osler 

~ £est this sound flippant, a letter sent at the same time to his nephew, l._a.;;; 
,I' - i.,,....., ,,_/I ., ~..__ fo Uu.L. ""f, ~- ~/~II\ f;-/C.C...-,..--, ~ ~ ~//..._-,.._,at.., I • 

~ 'be give:a :t;o show$ that he was serious enough and overlooked nothing in 

his behalf. 

,, 
Dear Herbert, ·, --~orrna.n tells me that they have found tubercle bacilli 

in the sample you ga-ve ma - the first one. This confirms McKenzies sus­

picions that the tro~ serious, & explains its chronic course & 

resistenoe to all treatment "-..__ The only thing to do, under these circum-

"" stances, is to face the music, ~take the clinatic measures necessary to 

fight the disease. Of all place~he Adiz;>nd.acks is the most suitable 

& gives the best prospect of perma.n~, cure. Dr. T. Mclean is ::i. per-
'-, 

··., 

sonal friend of mine and will do everything for you. You will be able 
\ 

in a year to unde::ttake some work - tutorin;~ & the class of people 

' who go there in the summer give an opportunity f~ remunerative work in 

~ -

~ ' 
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that lirl'e._ You must not however feel in any way hampered about the 
J;.s.d. T~fll be arranged. With lungs healthy - so far as we can 

' judge - the outi'o~ should be very good. Cheer u:p your mother - who 
will of course feel~ery badly about it. but good may come of it, & 

"' let us be thankful that 't~condition is not worse. I have written 
to Dr. Trudeau & to Dr. Baldw~. I m.11 write again so soon as I hear 
from Dr. T. To know ones enezey',,-._is half the battle ·& you have an A.l. 

"' constitution Your affec unc~ 

wnili, ·, 
/ 

Early in the yea:r he had accepted the invitation from the West London Medi-

co-Chirurgical Society to give_the Cavendish Lecture, ancf plans for another 

summer abroad we~ng made as he indicates in tfli~ note of March 24th to one 

'l~. ~ '-G.,, t'~ oi;.. dtM,I~ ~ ~ ' of the Francis (nieces )ii v ing in Swansea., 

Dear Gwen I enclose M.o.o. for £12. It 

usual so much driven that I neglected to send last 

hear that you have had a happy winter. ~e shall 

been as 

I am so glad to 

to know more 
about your summer plans. We have taken passage b the St Louis on the 31st 
of May which will bring us to London early in June 

(( 

We shall spend July & 
August somewhere by the sea, quietly & if you are in England it will be very 
jolly to have you with us, with sister too - the bad thing. We must have a 

& Cha:c:11 e & the 
little lambs. Revere is fun now, & so full of ] OYing,, 

-ela Doetar 
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~eanwhile 
• ~ .nJ~ll"'v)_. -fnqL the letters from his mother tell·of~relatlons ·wNh&_~e~ft~a¥"r&O-PP-&o~tme:r1nr~e~ct-

from Ba timore who say 'Rovere is the mode-1 of a good child, his hammering mania 

still str ng; if God s.i;ares me to see him in May what a happiness it will be to 

me. love kisses & thanks to him for the Missionary shilling, I 

Indian-boy school.' 

lose track of Osler in his daily ro,mds in the hospitaiwards dur~ 
\~l\&.W.,.._ 1--;\,~ , I~ "'-'~~ ~11 17he extra-curricular aeti~ities to ~e r@soi.tated, a bedside incident of the 

period recalled. by Dr. Joseph Walsh may be related. 

In the Spring of 1899 J1!e writeij shortly after my return from two years• 
medical ~-study in Europe, I~ Osler in the Johns Hopkins Hospital, and he 
invited me to 

sat next me 

se~~ his hou/ . 

o_;, inquiring bis name 

The baby, then about two and aliair, 

l1e answered, "Revere Osler, out J?ad -al-.,. "... 
~ , ways ca-J.]..8<fne !3ealawag," ;., aho, ass9mpam.0a 'h:i~on :tiis war4._rounds ~t .!."~ 

me1ning~ One of the cases he showed me~ave quoted frequently :ince, on 
account of its encouragement to people afflicted with less serious ills. 
She was an old woman of seventy-five, in the hospital for acute rheumatism,~ o: ,,: d 
who also showed a wind tumour of Stano' s duct the size of a walnut, which 
she could inflate and deflate at pleasure, which Osler said was the second 
one he had seen. Both of those conditions, however, were inpidental to her 
general history. 
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"Mother" said Osler, "I would like you to tell Dr. Walsh something about 

d. 

your past life. When were you first in~ hospital?' "At twenty-seven." 

"What was the matter?" nr had sarcoma. of the right knee.'' "What di4 they 

do for "They cut off the right leg at the hip." "Did you get en-

tirely well?" "Yes, entirely well. 0 "When 11ere you in again?" "At forty-

two." "What was the matter?'' "I · had cancer of the left breast." "What 

did they do for it?" "They cut off the left breast and 1 eft arm." "Did 

you get ~ntirely well?" "Yes, entirely well." "What are you in the hospital 

for, now?" 11For rheumatism, and Doctor," she said, with tears in her voice, 

and catching his hand, "I do hope you wi.11 make me well in a hurry, because 

I have to go home to take care of my_ grandchildren." 

~ 
~dly a da:y passed: Mitin something or this s01 t did: net ocow 11itltt ene -or 

. J 

tn.u.,.. ~ S"h.,,.,c ~ 1rs...c t 1w-;r,.i..-.-.<- vi.:. ~ ~ '~r-~ i,.::. LI:,. ,,...._,_,½ ~ t,;:z; J 

rsoPe ehance :v:ieHiePs;? ta'ken home to lwrc17a.-n:a. th-e~ident i.B tihe ,.,.~which ~ 

~ 
stamped itself on Dr. Walsh's memory could be reduplicated a ~ftoaeanEi times 

over by the students. There was a tradition among the clinical clerks that 'if 

you wanted. to see the Chief at his best watch him as he passes the bedside of 

J 

some poor old soul with a chronic and hopeless malady - the·y always get his best. 

Iii t 8iPy. f. 

It is evident from the following note to President Gilman that someone had 

offered a hospital ship to go to the tropics, but more important at this j'unc-

ture is the allusion to a missional"'J tour nearer home. 
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To D. C. Gilman from W, o. 
1 West Franklin Street~ 

3. 29. 99. 

Dear Mr Gilman It does seem a thousand pities not to do something with 

such an offer & such a ship - but wh~t? She would be invaluable as a float-

ing Hospital in Manila. In Cuba the Government will doubtless feel that pri­

vate charity of this· kind reflects somewhat on the War Dept. 

A three months' study of the malaria problem in the West Indies would be 

worth undertaking. We could supply the men for such work.- I am off with 

Tiffany on a missionary tour to Garrett & Alleghany counties & will not re­

turn until Friday noon. I should oe gald to meet you & Mr . Baker at any 

hour after that. Sincerely yours, 

vfl1 Osler 

The 'missionary' tour was for the purpose of arousing in these counties an 

- ~p 
interest in the coming Centenni~l Anniversary of the State 'Faculty'. _ 

lttn ing ltls en1iit e Baltimorti per1.0d gave a l~'i~re of his t hue to t?1e af'fatrs 

o.f ifto Seoiity, wt @uring this year he and a few others ~f tfte more astivo mem=.. 

~ with renewed ardour endeavoured to elevate the ponderous and inactive old 

Society by its very boat-straps; and by trips to the counties such as he mentions 

making ~~th McLa.ne Tiffany, who also was a member of the gxecutive Committee, 

they succeeded .,b¥ tbi Ume of this meetin~,in enrolling one hundred new members. Jl-c_ 

~ ~ lr-Gv- ~lw~ --tt.., ~ 

As- • arly &B -Pa bnar y l,o bad writ t ~••.-»,, Ca&OWi ok YFgfog h l s a tt end aaaoe, At. 

't-ftat tiffie ao ~~~ ovoR oRtortain1ng tac hope that an endowment might be raised, h--

~ . . 
~ ~~ {;r,f,,.,__ q~,q(_ 
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1 West Franklin Street. 
2. 10. 99. 

Dear Chadwick I am very sorry that you carmot accept our invitation to 
~0-W' ....... 

!talk - but you will 1i:&, Iisten / to dinner-chats. You stinred up the ·bretnren 

here & they have not forgotten it. We are progressi~g, and perhaps the Can-
,. ... .. 

tennial may give us an endowment for a new building. WHft kine. P08Qi'Gs, 

m 
W Gelar 

It was a vain hope. It was difficult indeed even to raise funds sufficient 

to cover the expenses of the meeting, which was planned bn a generous scale fit-

ting such an anniversary. In the local journal of April 22nd, three days before 

C "nr. sler states that so far only 137 members of the 'Faculty• have 

sub ribed to the Centennial Fund. The expenses of the entertainment will 

e quite heavy and no doubt a number of those who had intended to subscribe 

have overlooked the notice. 

The responsibilit:, of' the affairs 'i11.d. general policy of the Society rest-

ed largely upon the shoulders of the small Executive Committee of the 'Faculty', 

of which for some years he ha~ been Chairman. But in addition,he was this year 

on the Board of Trustees,on the Library Committee,and President of the Book & Jour-

nal Club, through whose agency most of the book-purchasing funds were raised. 
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For months there had been advertisements in the journals to the effect 

that anyone knowing of any old portraits or relics of interest in connection 

with the 'Faculty' or the profession of Maryland were requested to notify Dr. 

William Osler at the earliest possible moment - and that every physician of 

"'-the State, of whatever Society, creed or School, was urged to attend -tfte meet-

ing which had such historical significance. Osler, of course, did not do all 

this alone, but those who participated witl.'l l,:im 111 ~£::s of arrange-

he was the chief moving spirit . iho~gh jhere is little in 

~~,,, 
the printed records*).except that he gave on the opening night a dinner at the 

( *There is a long account of this successful meeting in E. F. 
Cordell' s large Centennial tome - The ·Medical Annals of Maryland.,- ~~ 

~l~imera~~903. 
\!.\-..i_ ~ ) 

Maryland Club to the Trustees and officers and chief guests, and a large re-

caption at his house on .another evening, and a clinic on Cerebrospinal Menin­

s~~ 
gitis one morning...,but then, others did~ things too. 

The Centennial Exercises were more like those of the great Congresses, 

which have been successfully staged in later years but vm.ich were then less 

common - with clinics arranged at all the hospitals, demonstrations, lectures, 
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ferred to the new county members who had been drawn into the State Association 

s"'i~ ,and to the good-will existing between them and the Baltimore profession, amt · 

ee::i:d, "The tact that was necessary to bring this condition about and the in-
.,. 
du.stry to apply it, is due in great measure to one man, I mean Dr. William 

Osler." There is said to have been 'loud and long-continued ~pplause.' When 
V:,...;, I «:;r-

he had taken his seat there were)calls for "Osler!J'; he arose, and said: 

-f It may not be known to the members of this Faculty that part of the 
reason why I love my fellow practitioners in the country rather more than 
my fellow practitioners in town is that I narrowly escaped being a coun-
try doctor. I was broug~t up ih the'office of a country doctor, and he 
has told me that the saddest hours tf his life were those he spent while 
I was his office' student. I never did appreciate drugs, and didn't even 
understand the importance of keeping each one in its proper place, but ) 

generally managed to put the morphia bot~le where the quinine ought to be, 
so my preceptor had difficulty in the dusk to find them, and on one oc­
casion he nearly poisoned his best patient. 
~ 

All of which probably refers to his days in Dundas assisting Dr. A. H. 

Walker, and the 'speck in cornea - 50 cents' entry. But he went on in more 

serious vein to tell of the growth of the library and the needs of the Faculty, 

and1he necessity of an endowment and the importance of a new building in some 
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degree commensurate with the age of the Society and its importance to the 

city and State. There was no reason, he said, Q-1with united effort,they 

could not have a first-class, well equipped home for the State Faculty, and 

that there was no reason why it could not be obtained within a short period. 

"I would urge the members of the Faculty" he said in closing, "to take this 

to heart, and I intend to ask ~t the business meeting tomorrow evening that a 

committee be appointed to take this matter in hand and work it systematically 

during the next year." 

Following the Centennial crune a visit from Trudeau, who took Osler's 

cl.ass ani talked to them on some questions relating t o tuberculosis. And to-

getherl\..the~ went over to Washington for the annual meeting, held May 2no. to 

4th, of' the Association of Physicians. 

took Revere for 

an act,i ve part in the discussions and was down or.. the programme for a paper 

on a peculiar form of br.onzing of the skin (Haemochromatosis), and presented 

:#, 

a patient with this rare malady which was beginning to excite attention. 

' ,-------._ -- - -- -
~ -t.; I i-u-4--
~ :ift:i was evidently hard pressed and used the same mater i al for" the British ) 

--c..___ 11V1.-'"---~ 

Association meeting lRter on, !n wlH-eh he gave due credit, as ~vas his 
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want, to hi~Zse officer Dr. Opie for the special studies he had made on 

the subject. J 

~ -is a story told of a visit William Pepper made to Baltimore to see 
\ • ,) . ./_, 

~CW, R: .... .., '6 ••"!s r'~'--
the clinical laboratory at the time he was planninglo erect a similar la-

~~/.~ 
borat~t the Uni~ersity of Pe1msylvania, and in the course of their con-

versation, according to a by-stander, Pepper said, "Osler, if discoveries are 

made in such a laboratory as this, does the Director get the credit?" 

c"'~ 
~ immediat-ely, • ea, nWhy Pepper, no; the worker of course."* 

*In an article published early in this same year describing 
the course in clinical microscopy given in the laboratory at the 
Johns Hopkins, at tne time under T. B. Futcher's direction (British 
Medical Journal, Jan. 14, 1899) Osler ends with this note: "A 
place in the laboratory is set apart for each fourth-year student. 
No systematic instruction is given but the clinical clerks am 
surgical dressers make here the special examinations, cut sections, 
and use the laboratory for general pur£oses. Some of them are -
able to carry out research work. The studies of Maccallum and 
Opie on the Haematozoa of Birds, MacCallum•s-studies on the Flagel­
late Forms of the Mal~ial Organisms, T. R. Brown's wo~k on Trichi­
nosi_s, illustrate the character of the work which the senior stu­
dents can do." 

• 0.Vlll,\tAMI)~ ----~ 
It made no difference whether or not the worker was ift- C.1'1le~1fown .,___ fr'-= 

tt. J ,,,.,._ J,,4.,.; r~-. . 

staff~ The Surgical Resident of the day recalls the readiness with which 

Osler without_ question would put responsible taskS into his untried hands . 

...._,i;:-..,__~ 

There had been a ~in which Osler had made an erroneous diagnosis, one 
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~ ~.c.. fortunately corrected before an operation £fconsisti--Bg A 
e£ the removal of 

a large spleen for Banti's disease• -~imdermeil) The matter was left 

( *°Chronic Splenic Enlargement, &c. 11 Edinburgh Medical Journal, May, 1899. 

entirely to the ju.dgment of the young surgeon, to do exactly as he saw fit, 

and when the condition proved to be ona which was rare and'inportant the case 
H~ laiJ-•i: was rturned over to~ to report. 

He must have busied himself during May with[Stle~~the_ ~seembling/f 

the material for his Cavendish Lecture* which contained. an elaborate resume 

*"On the Etiology and Diagnosis of Cerebrospinal Fever." The West London Medical Journal, 1899. Reprinted by W. o. ' 

of the experiences with all forms of meningitis in his clinic. The paper, 
- It{,\~ It. -1'~,,W, '/J J / however, was given over largely to the 8Jt;poPi8;g,~ot F hB disease which had 

l .LtdS°I~ so widely prevailed in the e,oml r;v with a very high mortality - as high as 

68.5 per cent in some localities. Such diagnostic procedures as lumbar punc-

tures were at this time only just being introduced, and a serum treatment of 

the disease was hardly dreamed of - indeed, the man who was to elaborate it 

~ was at this time serving on a commission in the Phil1ipines. 
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Their passages had been taken for May 31st, and he wound up his curtailed 

school year with notes like the following ttl.ctatsi to John H. Musser: 
I 

Me:y £3, 1899. 
"-~ ~'1-tffnr"'ffiiu~s~s~e~r;(: Janeway had appointed you and Fitz and me a Committee to get 

up a memorial to Dr. w. w. Johnston on the occasion of his retiring from 
the treasurership of the Association. I am sending out a little circular, 
and my secretary \vill collect 

< Like as not, the memorial to his friend Johnston had been his own sugges-

tion, and E. G. Janeway* of New York, who was President of the Association of 

*It was Janeway who a short time before had, as the British papers put it, saved •to the cause of letters and mankind the life of Rudyard Kipling.' , . 

. ~ s-rr-r.;;::. Phys~cians ha<l, ~s is usual under such circumstances, p~ on the committee. ~ I~-......~ l,wf, ~ Ji..CL.l'L. ~~-½,c?--t..~4c.U.. .... ~ 1tiu JJk.tM.-.. :l•-«s-f-~ .,,,._., 'J(, --lF--J~, . ~.; JA..::tk /n, .fz;w IC.. ~ 7 ~ ~~"t---. ~ r, ~£ Oslez •s(Sliort service as Dean of the Medical School there is little ·01-~ 
Ml.:,~ flu;, (Cv-, traceA and after holding the position for~ single year he was succeeded by 

W. H. Howell the Professor of Physiology, the office of the Dean being installed 
~ . 

in a sma1r· room in the~siological laboratory building. Indeed the Medical 
fr;;_. l <I Sm_. 

School had a way of running itself, with the aid ~Mr. George :oy 

~~ 
to whonypassed.,brhf notes liae ta~ :fo~J.01Ni:ag, dictated to, signea., encl i.ni~d 

.by MJss lhwptou his seefeta1y,. 
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May 24t 1899. 

Please call a meeting of the Medical Faculty for Friday, 

Sincerely yours, 

Wm. Osler. 
H. 

His mother's steamer a reminiscence of Bond Head days and 

~lso a dig at the brevity of receives from a certain source. And , 

though her eyes are soon have to give up writing, 

she sends a long letter also 

back home with English roses in his 

83 Wellesley Street, 
May 26, 1899. 

( dear Willie A word of goodbye to nw d I know how you 

of work in 

and I hope will find 

must be just tired and weary, if not worried 

these few days before leaving. You need the r 

some quiet nook where the Medicos will not find out easily. May you 

and Grace thoroughly enjoy yoursel~es and the blesse Revere share all to 

his heart's content. I shall often be with you in spi 

able to drink in the seashore breezes I shall be happy 

you are being benefited by the perfect reat and change. 

and though not 

feeling that 

I had two Tecumseth Boys!! to see me yesterday; boys~they were 
( :13~ o.<' 

men in their sixties - you may remember the Wilson family on 

Line. Their s_ister was my only SS teacher for ,a long time. 

You will tire of this long note (long in comparison of some 

• 

get my dea·r). God's blessing rest on you. Ever your loving Mother 

E. Osler 

• 

are 

s I 
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From London, June 8th, he writes Ogden,of a delightful voyage, and adds: 

"Very interesting meeting of the Royal Society this afternoon. I was e.d-

mitted and had to sign the book and be cordially shaken by the hand by Lord 

-f;;- JJ.~u -
Lister." • And a few days later 'ae wri'ies w. s. Thayer~ ~" ~~~: 

I *On June 10th he was given an LL.D. {in absentia) by I the University of Toronto at their commencement exercises • .._, 
3& H!!l:lf M:oon Sti?'ee~, :PicaG.illy. > 

--rifottda:'f 

Dear Tnaye.r: We had a jolly trip over - fine skies & smooth seas. I 

really enjoyed it. We did not get in until ~ednesday night. I finished 

my address on the S. s. & it is now in type. It will come out in Lancet 

& B M J of the week after next. I have been loafing since coming here 

& have seen very fe-wDoctors except at the Royal society where I heard 

Haffkine talk in very good form on India & the plague inoculations. Glori­

ous weather - hot for the Londoners. Wehad a jolly day with Schafer in 

the country yesterday. He hopes to get the Edinboro appointment in Phy-

siology Revere & Mrs Q~ser keep well R. had the time of his life on 

j the s. s. __ __,. __ _ 
I 

Love to the boys, 'fe c11 s e ve1· 

--F.m Oslol!.. 

Revere had •the time of his life' whenever he was with his father, and 



no child ever found a father a better playmate. 
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Some weeks later from 

A~ 
Swanage on the Dorset coast the boy of three summers -&eM- to H. B. Jacobs 

this laboured not e. 

I 
1 Dear Dr. Jacobs. • I am having a good t!me. We have been in London very 
I 
hard . I like London . I got lot s of toys at London - some blocks too. 

We are at the seasi de nqw. l, 2, 3, 4, 5. we have a nice little house 

and a b~thing tent and a pony. 
" --- E.- R. Osler 

They were in London 'very hard'. The Cavendish Lecture was delivered in 

the Town Hall, Ha'1ll'llersmith, on June 16:th, at the conclusion of which, after be-

ing subjected to the more than usually flattering and fulsome votes of thanks, 

moved a.nd seconded, in \,hich he was likened to a modern Hippocrates and his 

great diversity of talent waa pointed out, he briefly thanked the Society, for 

-
their reception and added that ~hatever he had been able to do in his life had 

been accomplished by'pard and persevering work. With this carefully prepared 

and technical lecture off his hands trere began a round of bqok-shops a.nd li-

·braries, interspersed with dinners and entertainments from which there was no 

~ 

• escape, and all hi 7 friends, E. A. Schafer, Sir Andrew Clark, Lauder Brunton, 

Stephen Mackenzie ~ Jonathon Hutchinson and others clamoured for him in turn. 

1'~~\\ 
,\ 

\ \ 
• ' 
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They had gone out to Hazelmere to pay a visit on Jonathon Hutchinson, and 

to see the educational village-museum and the Memorial Holiday Home for London 

Children which that high-minded old man had established. It ~~s Hutchinson who 

suggested Swanage to them as a suitable place for their sum.~cr outing, possibly 

because it was near Winford · Eagle. However this may be, it proved a great sue-

cess as the foJlowing portion of a letter from Mrs. Os1er to Dr. Jacobs testifies. 

I \~ish you could see the dear little house and garden we have 
taken for six weeKs. Swana.ge is below Poole and Bournemouth, a quiet 
little place on a pretty bay with cliffs at either end - no mosquitoes -
no flies - no invitations - no southwest wind - no one to bother us. 
We have two servants with the house and all the trades people call at the 
door, so housekeeping is no trouble. I aT. enchanted with the garden. 
One end of the house is covered with a rose vine and t am having a perfect 
treat. We are about one minte from the beach where we have a bathing 
tent. Dr. Osler is very happy. 

swim and loafs all the afternoon. 

He has golf in the morning - then a 

We hope to have Dr. Mccrae here for 
a few days and perhaps Dr. Halsted for a-night. We were ready to leave 
London - we had lunched and dined until we were nearly '1.ead. . Revere is 
so ·happy, it is a joy to see him. We will stay until August 25th - then 
have a week in London before sailing on Sept. 2nd. 
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To H. B. Jacobs from W. o. 

l[uly 
1898 

The Gwyle, Swanage, Dorset. 
20th 

Dear Jacobs Many thanks for the chart. I am going to discuss endo-, 
/l'k. S..s carditis at the B. M.A. r would t~y to get M:SS-? early record if poss-

ible. You should report the case - the symbolic features are remarkable. 
Poor lassie! It was a sad business. I hope Mr. D. has paid you. I 
had not sent him any bill & I forget whether I put it on the July list 
for Miss Humpton. 

-We are enjoying this place greatly - fine bathing, good driving, 
beautiful country, superb downs (R. calls them 'ups') & a most comfortable 
little house with good servants. Mrs. Osler says it is a god-send. I sent a reprint of the Cavendish Lecture to 3 w. Fr. I hope T. has for-

warded it. Revere looks well, badly sunburnt on his bare legs. We have 
had one day's rain in six weeks. The country is ver;y dry - an occasional 
fog here keeps the coast line green. Kindest regards to your mother, 
Sincerely yours, 

wm Osler 
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That Thomas Mccrae., then Osler' s A.ssistant Resident Physician, paid his 

expected visit is evident -from a pocket note-book of the period in ·which this 

has been scribbled: 

A game of Sixes on Poundburg Ring. Players: Tom Lovell, Ed , Rowe, 

Dave Hayes, E.Y.D., T. McC. and a wall-ey6d sheep dog. 

On the north side of the celebrated Poundburg Ring, on the turf- walk 

of the · rampart at 3 p.m. July 26th lay three boys, two men and a venerable 

dog. The positions were as in annexed diagram. Tom, a tow-headed lad 

of 16, bossed the par~y and had the cards - a small dirty, dog-eared but 

col'.Q.plete pack. 

Tom 
Dog 

T.McC. 

Ecli 
Dave 

• E. Y.D. 

The game he said was sixes, which I did not know, so I 

put up 3d. in middle to be played for by the boys, and that we could 

catch the trick of the game. Tom dealt one first then two, then three, 

not always in order and it was evident that so long as each boy got six 

it did not matter how the cards came. Ed. led off with the ten of hearts, 

which he called spades, in ignorance I thought as he was young and looked 

a green hand; Dave covered it, trumped it he said, with a four or six of 
~ spades, and Tom took the trick proudly with a face-card-the knave of hearts. 

It was an episode which Osler might have used to adorn a tale and point 

a moral, but what was in E. Y. D.'s mind does not appear, though it shows an 

tJ.ru.. ett.i,, <l),o(;_ W}.....c..i.. interest in children and a-capacity for amusement. There ~o eno~ftor eeto ef 
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indicate that he has been reading Jessop's "Life of -John Donne, T. Longueville's 

"Sir KenelmDigby" the •arch amateurof all history,' and the "Letters and Un-

published Writings ' of Walter Savage Landorn by Stephen Wheeler. And on August 
' 

"-- ""' l ~ 12th there is a long note which describes; the house of Benjamin Jesty the pre-

Jennerian vaccinator - a note subsequently turned over to Mccrae who incorporat-

edit in his interesting accom1t of Jesty, read before the Hopkins Historical Club. 

Downshay (pronounced Dunsai). The farm occupies a delightful situ-
ation in a valley between the Purbeck Hills and Nine Barrow Downs, four 
miles· from Corfe Castle. Leaving the Kingston Road the house is reached 
by a rough and rutted. road through the fields, with many steep descents .. 
It is not seen at first, indeed we did not look for it as our whole at­
tention was centred on the superb outlook; to the left in the setting 
sun the ruins of Corfe Castle, guarding the gateway to the Isle of Pur­
beck, - to the right the town of Swanage with its fine bl.ue bay, and far 
off on the horizon the white cliffs of the Isle of Wight ( the Needles) 
while across the valley rose the fine swe.ep of the Nine Barrow Downs. 
Encircled by trees and in a depression we did not see the house until we 
reached the barn-yard where we were cordially greeted by a jo'lly-looking 
dairyman who had just driven out one herd and was preparing to finish the 
evening milking • •. garden was 

stone gateway which was the usual step 
The house . was of the 

z~l built, looking very fresh 

The date was carved on one side 

on the Island - f two storeys 

clean a~wo 
/ 

ouse. 
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the course of his remarks on this occasion Osler referred to 'the beneficial 

effects of general military training on the yo".lllg men of the nation," as seon in 

Germany, a benefit seen not less on their bodies than on their minds, which 

while plastic learned the all-important lesson of life - discipline.' Little 

did he realize that these plastic young minds and bodies were being so discip-

lined that they might react to a call to arms when 'the day' should arrive. a...,._ 

... ea. during this very summer, it may be added, the delirium of the 

Dreyfus case was stirring France to its depths, and ~e ill-fated C1a.r was 

making proposals for a peace conference at the liagu.e. 

SW&?lage proved, as the August letters testify, to have been a 'haven 

of rest,' and though with 'only one shower in seven weeks the cattle were 

suffering and the sheep being fed on the ill-grown carrots,' it had been 

perfect for the three who, before the summer was over were a11tas dark as 

Rebecca, Ma.mr:ey's substitute. l Leaving his golf .. clubs behind, which I looked 

like another summer in Dorset•, toward the end of August Osler went for a 

week-end to visit the Allbutts and Nuttall in Cambridge while Mrs. Osler too~ 

Revere who 'had not cried three times this summer' to London, preP3..ratory t~ 

their sailing September 2nd. '?here, while w.o. was gTUbbing in the British 
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Museum, a Scotch nurse was ellc.c>'3.ged who was 'to come out in October and 

• 

take the place of the boy's Ma.mnl;v' whom he had now outgrown. 

The last entry in the pocket note-book of the summer reads as follows: 

Brown, Sir Thomas, bought the 1st authorized edition of the Religio 

Medici 1643, from Qu.arftch, August 1899. S,.7. 7. 

Aug. 29th. Saw to-day the two ·unauthorized editions: - (a) British 

Museum. Same publisher as authorized, Andrew Crooke, 1642. _Same figure on 

title page, but between the extended arm and the rock are the WCll"ds nReli­

gio Medici", and at one corner, Will, Marschall Seul. There are 159 pages. 

K. Digby's Observations follow. (b) at Coll. Phy. Bound alone without 

Digby's observations. Title page same as B. M. copy, 190 pp. (on a slip 

W.A.G. @reenhilijsays "This is a copy of the first unauthorized edition and 

~obably very sca_rce.") 

~ 
Like as not, it was the purchase of this ~e edition of the Relig~o that 

led him on into the bibliophilic pursuit of gathering a complete set of all the 

editions. He probably had seen a good deal of J. Frank Payne, an ardent book 

collec,tor, while in Portsmouth, for Payne was President of one of the B. M. A. 

sections for the year, and · it was during this summer, too, that an effort was 

being made to collect funds for the erection of a monument to Sir 'l!homas Browne 

to be placed in the shadow of St. Peterff Mancroft. 
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From Canton, Mass., on September 12th he writes to Francis J. Shepherd 

in r~gard to an address he had promised to give at the opening of the McGill 

Dear Sh~d I shall be so glad to stay with 

back. We returned on to Mrs J veres. 

the 25th. 

all hear when I get 

The passage was hor-
rid but we escaped sea-sickness. be so glad to see Cecil. It 
was a great disappointm~nt to miss er in Eon.don. We have had a splendid 
holiday - a 

Os~er will be with h/er & thinks she will not 
Baltimore on Thursday. . • 

coast. Mrs 

return to 

l West Fzazrklin Stre-et,=, 
S9pt. 15, 1099. 

Dear Flex:ner Welcome home! wi-th, I hope, an undefiled liver and a smooth 
colic mucosa. We were on the look-out for you in London, but I suppose you 
hurried back via Frisco. I am most anxious to see you and hear of' your 
doings. What a delightful experience! We had a peaceful summer on the 
south coast. I have just returned and have not seen anyone. Let me know 

if I can be of any use to you in the way of introductions. Yours ever, 

VJTfl Osler. 
I saw Nuttall who has taken Cambridge by storm. 

,I 
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The Spanish War, the responsibility of the Philippine Islands, Leonard 

Wood's great success as Governor ~eneral in rehabilitating Havanna and the Pro-

vince of Santiago had aroused Americans to some conception of the importance 

of 'the white man's burden'. A very important part of the load in Cuba, the 

Philippines, and soon in the Canal Xone, had to fall upon the medical profession, 

and early in the year a commission headed by Barker and Fle:xner had been sent 

to the Philippines to inveKtigate and to make a report upon the diseases of 

the archipelago.• 
~\M~ 

To be sure, .this was only a 1-.n t of what had to be done~, 

~ *Barker, with J.M. Flint one of the undergraduate members of 
he commission, had returned home by way of India in order to 
tudy the plague which was then rampant there. 

and ere long Leonard Wood, though not in his medical capacity, volunteered to 

go to the Islands and persuade in one way or another the head-hunting Moros to 

engage·in more peaceful pursuits - and incidentally to roWld up and tame a par­

ticular lilippino who from supposedly patriotic motives was stirring up a 

revolution in the Islands - Aguinaldo_, himself a graduate in medicine, who 

might have put his training to better purposes. 

As a part of all this, great interest was being aroused in the compa.rativJ-

ly new specialty of tropical medicine. A school haa been established in Liver-
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A course to be devoted especially to the study of tropical diseases 

was announced by Osler, to be given at the Hopkins in .the fall. Gui teras; a 

• Cuban, had resigned from his position as pathologist at _the University of Penn-

sylvania so that he might · go to Havanna and work with the American Commission 

who were investigating yellow fever. To his post Flexner was to succeed, and 

hence Osler had asked if he might be of use in the way of introductions • 

• 
To John H. Ill:usser from W. o. 

1 West Franklin Street. 

r Dear J. H. 
Sunday 

I was on the point of writing to you last eve, when someone 
came in •• We returned last Sunday & I took Mrs O & Ike to Mrs Reveres & 
came here on Friday. The summer was a great success. - We took a house at 
Swanage on the Dorset coast & had two months of peace, sunshine sands & 

• 

sea. The first month in London w~s very pleasant. 
tual friends Pye-Smith asked very warmly after you. 

I saw many of our mu­

I have been book 
• hunting & grubbing in the British Museum & R,ecord Office. I go to Montreal 

, on Wednesday to give the opening address at the college. I have not a copy 
of the B.M.J. article. So glad to hear that the prospects are good at the 
University. I forgot to congratulate you on your appt. I did not hear 

• definitely until I saw Tyson at Portsmouth & after that forgot. I am sure 
you -will _ be able to arrange the work very comfortably. Do come down soon -

, Mrs O gets back Oct 1st. Love to the fami-ly all. Yours ever 

wm Osler 

• 
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On Ser,tember 21st he gave before the assembled :McGill students at their 

opening session, the i;lddress - 0 After Twenty-five )'.'ears"* - from which the 
../ 

*Montreal Medical Jou.er.al, Nov. 1899, xxviii, 823-33. 

long introductorJ paragraphs, reminiscent of his <fays in Montreal, have in 

an earlier chapter already been quoted. He went on to discuss medical stud-

ies - a perennial subject for discussion - 3!ld of the many and different ways 

in which successful teaching may be carried out, one of them, when classes 

are small, being-the elbow-to-elbow method under trial 9.t Baltimore. 

r Undoubtedly the student tries to learn too much, and v,e teachers try 
1to teach him too·much - neither, perhaps, with great success. The existing 

evils result from neglect on the pa»t• of the teacher, student ani examiner 

of the great fundamental principle laid down by Plato - that education is 

a life-lung process, in which the student can only make a beginning during 

his college course. The system under which we work asks too much.of the 

student in a llmi ted tirr:e. To cover the vast field of medicine in four 

years is an impossible task. We can only instil principles, ' put the stu­

dent in the right path, give him methods, teach him how to study, and early 

to discern between ei,sentials and non-essentials. Perfect happiness for 

student and teacher will come with the abolition of examinations, which 

are stumbling bloc1cs and roc:i<s of offence in the pathway of the trre/student. 
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As to your method o:f' work, I have a single bit of' advice, which I 

give with the earnest conviction of its paramount influence in any success 

lwhich may have attEmded my efforts in life - ·Take no thought for the morrow. 
. . 

Live neither in the past nor in the future, but let each day's work· ab-

sorb your entire ene~gies, and satisfy your widest ambition. That was a 

singular but very wise answer ,mich Cromwell gave to Bellevire - "No one 

rises so high as he who knows not.whither he is going," and there is much 

truth in it. The student \'fu.O is worrying about his future, anxious over 

the examinations, doubting his fitness for the profession, is _certain not 

to do so well as the man who cares for nothing but the matter in hand, and 

who knows not whither he is going! 

Than, af~er referring to the cultivation of interests other than 

purely professional ones, he urges outside reading and aays, perhaps with 

his sumrner•s purchase in mind, that 'the Religio Medici, one of the great 

English classics, should be in the hands - in the hearts too - of every 

medical student.' 

As I am on the confessional today, I may tell you that no book has 

had so enduring an influence on my life. I was introduced to it by rrry 

first teacher, the Rev. w. A. Johnson, Warden and Founder of the Trinity 

Church School, and I can recall the delight with which I first read its 

quaint and charming pages. It was one of the strong influences which 
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turned my thoughts towards rradicine as a profession, and my most treasured 

copy - the second. book I ever bought - has been a constant canpanion for 

thirty-one years;,:-comes viae vi taeque. Trite but true, is the comment of 

Seneca - "If you a.re fond of boolrn you will escape the- ennui of life, you 

will neither sigh for evening disgusted with the occupations of the day -

nor will you i ve dissatisfied with yourst::lf or unr)l'ofi table to others." 

And, finally, gentlemen, remember that you are here not to be made 

chemists or physiologists or 3.natomists, but to learn how to recognize and 

treat disease, how to become practical physicians. Twenty years ago, 

• during the surmner session, I held my first class in clinical medicine at 

the Mont real General Hospital, and on the title page of a note-book I had 

printed for the students I placed the following sentence, which you will 

find the alpha and omega of education in practical medicine. 

"The knowledge which a man can use is t-i'(e the only real knowledge, the 

only knowledge which has life and growth in it and converts itself into 

practical power. The -rest hangs like dust about the brain or dries like 

rain•drops_off the stones." 

'After twenty-five years.' It was a more mature Osler who spoke with ex-

perience and authority - but the ideas in the add.ress were not very alifferent 

J:erhaps they never are in such addresses - from those in his first valedictory 

, 6 t-:.o'°tc,:lt;n fs'l'M 
lecture of 1875 - even to the inclusion oilSir Thomas Brovme. It seemed, how-

ever, less necessary than before to warn against the temptations of drink, for 

'nowadays' he said, 'even the pleasures of a medical student have b~come respect-
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able, and I have no douot that the ttfooting suppern, which in old Cote Street 
I 

days was a Bacchanalian orgie, has become a love feast in which the Principal 

and even the Dean might participate.' 

~-..c.: ~ b,J,,u.., . -.:.a., ~ ~ -
!JJ.aere is Be gain.sa;vin:gJhRt Osler~ooms ta.v,1tt:e with a1~are11t ease, 

,-~ ,....... ~ ~-ft.-~,,.,....~ 

~hrrtierely means that he had learned to conceal the effort which all good 

writing requires, even in the gifted. The remarkable thing is that he was 

willing to take so much trouble for sach an occasion ... ~ry talk 

t-e etl:id:oB1is ,-f~ )fundreds of introductory ~~is ting as a rule of per-

functory admonitions, are being given eve!"J fall to the groups of young men 

a~ "'""'-- 4-4.. e,...i~ 1 ~ ~~ "'~ , ;,.~'I""\, ~ 
in all countries, who are entering medicine. "t-of his other doings in Montreal 

there is no trace, but it may be assumed, that no old friend was forgotten, 

H "ld • d < • '.) that the oward chi ran were very much excite, and that Damphino Cook was 

looking very proud and circulating stories on the side to the newcomers, of the 

good old days. 'Me anJ the Dean.' And there must, too, have been talk of 

the South African war, for a small Canadian contingent had already been des-

~ 
patched and Strathcona's Horse "Were being organized. \11,ltetl'l:el' this distant war 

of none too happy origin touched Osler, does no~pear. One of his house staff, 
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however, at this time, Jack Mccrae, newly appointed, was straining at the leash. 

"If I can get an appointment in England by· going I will go," he wrote. "My 

position here I do not count as an old boot in comparison. 0 

people there, 

way back to Baltimore, Osler stopped in Toronto and saw many 

following note to his niece bears evidence. 

l West Franklin Street 
9. 25. 99. 

Dearest Gwen I have from Toronto (with Bill). I went to 

Montre~l to give the opening lecture at McGill & saw many old friends, in­

cluding the Kerrys & the Taylors who asked after you most kindly. All in 

Toronto are well. I went to the Island. Ma is fat & robust in mind as 

usual. She had just -had a nice long letter from you, Bea has gro~n so 

much & is so well & strong. I in Jan. 

Tell May to send word about your passage money. I enclose a £10, for Oct. 

1st. Let me know about. another nice Eve. Dress, tQWards Xmas. The boys 

look so well. They expect you - Bill and I are to meet you in N.Y. Do 

not disappoint us. A. Gr. is still with Mrs Revere. They return on Oct. 

1st. Love to the blessed kids & to May & Charlie. Your aff c 

W Osle 
._ ~-1~W:.... 

semes"9 began October 1st, and a few days later* he sends this The fall 

r"""' *On this same day, October 5th, the A.ssociation of Medical Librarians held their annual meeting, a constitution was adopted 
and thirty-four medical librarians had become enrolled. 

note to John H. Musser, which an:ong other things records John G. Clark's ap-

pointment as Professor of Gynaecology at the Unive~sity of Pennsylvania~ 
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1 West Franklin Street, 

10. 5. 

So glad to hear of the new Edition. I will show it at once 
to the class. What a nuisance that the publishers are always ten days late! 
Those new cuts are beauties. I began work this week - larger classes alas: 
but we have doubled the size of the 3rd year dispensary class room. They 
are after Futcher for Grahams place but I cannot let him off until a year 
from this date. We are all delighted at Clarks success. You must have had 
the Prov9sts ear. I wrote warmly to Dacosta & to Tyson. The former sent 
a most encouraging reply. It was a brave move on the rart of the faculty 
as C of course is not widely known thro . the state. He is a trump - we 
never had a better fellow about the Hospital. Barker is back - full of 
interesting fnformation about the Plague in India. Do come & see us soon. 
Yours ever 

w.o. 

%1ihW,..._.at 
Preparations at this time were under way for the next greatJCongress which 

was to be held in Paris in connection with the World's Exhibition, and Osler 

had been called upon Ni. this ~onneetion to act as Chairman of the American Na-

tional Committee, as the following indicates. 

To Russell H. Chittenden from U. o. 
Baltimore, 

Oct. 7, 1899. 
Dear Doctor: I have been asked by the General Corrani t tee of the Internation­
al Medical Congress ._ "i--is] to organize the American Committee, and after 
consultation with the Presidents of the American Medical Association and 
the Congress of American Physicians and Surgeons, it has been decided that 

• 
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the Presidents of the American Medical Association and the Congress of 

American Physicians and Surgeons, and of the national societies forming 

part of the Congress, and the Surgeon Gener1:3-ls of- the Anny, Navy and Marine 

Hospital Service should constitute the Corrnnittee. 

You are hereby requested to serve on the Commit.tee on behalf of the 

Society of which you are the Preside~t. You will be notified at an early 

date of the first meeting. Very truly yours, 

wm Osler 

~cf._ ~ ~ ~ ~Ul ~ ., 
There m tu.rally was much more of thi~ But, meanwhile,. tho faJ.1 ten, had 

-Lt,.,;:z-
-8flerted, the /wards were filled with the autumnal crop of typhoids,and his pen 

was again busied with the subject. As usual, he combined the duty of his anti-

typhoid propaganda with the pleasure of collateral reading arrl writing. Having 

promised to attend two society meetings, one in New York a.~d the other in Rhode 

Island, he prepared for the first a succinct statement concerning "The Diagnosis 

of Typhoid Fever" and alongside of this, for the second, he was engaged in a 

task mueb more to his liking~ the putting together•of his sketch of Elisha 

, 
Bartlett. 

'.i:o Dr. r. c. Shattuck fron Yi.a. 
I.:onday eve 

Dear Shattuck I have been enjoying a quiet evenin,s Yr.i. th old I:lisha. 

Bartlett, '"i. ii. Gerhard, G. c. Shattuclc Jr,~& James Jaclcson Jr. - de-

lightful company afte1· the liedico-Chirurgical Bulletin ancl trash of 
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tbat ldnd! Your fat:1.er' s pa:._.ers I fom'.ld in the I.led. Ex.a.miner for 1840 

and Valleiz gives a very full sur:'lr.1al"'J in A.rchi ves Generales for Oct-·Tov 

1839. The caatribution is admirable. I had never seen it before. 

Stille' too :ms a pa}_Jer 1:hich he read. at t:1e Societe d~Observa.t ion some 

months before your father's. It has never been printed. I rm1St get a 

copy from the old man for I should some day like to collect the essays 

of .7. :r. Gerhard, your father and Stille & publish them together. I 

see dear old s~~ 7.il¥s l is still under the delusion 

that Jenner in 1849-50 first clearly separated ty-2hus and tYJ?hoidt 

Very sorry not to have seen you. Love to aJ.1 at ho::10 Youxs 

.P. Osler 

L_ P.S. Do come dom" this ui:1.ter & spend a quiet vme:::. 
Soft olcl bed, oreald'a.st in it at 9.30 scotch (hot) et 10 P.I: .• 

This \7as his form of takint'; literary recreation, just as in prepai·ing 

his payer on the continuous fevers of the South he had turned to an account 

of John Y. Bassett. Unlilte the "Alabama. Student" ho\:Jever, Bartlett needed 

not to be rescued from olili vio:1, for ho already occupied an im:)ort2.J1t niche 

in the medicnl history of the State, a:1cl :i.1is :nane together ,;i th those of the 

group o:..' Louis's Ar.1erican pupils was often at the tip of Osler' s tongue und at 

the nib of his pen. 
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~ (At, 

'rhe first of these papers lmtributed to a general discussion on typhoid( 
41"1,,M-

-> at a m0eting of the New York State Medical Associ ation, held October 25th,~ 
~- dtl-!-f, J't-l.,tM'J-'-.,..,,_.( ''ft Lo p- '7s ~ 

which ae EfliJtiee fraro 'tne eroarkabJ wOPk ef EH--sha-:Bm-ti:ut-t- On Typhoid snd ~ 

:ghus E.a.Y.ei:s, 1842-'-:<1 pa;ragra15 which -expresses with slf'ght- iTIOO.ifica-t-ion~ 

~ill an of tbe :p:c.~i.on....t.oa.a.y on hi~ aH-nnporta.n 1)-ruble~ ' · - &Hae he weftt 
• 

'J;; somewhat severely ~ arrai~certain members of the New York profession ( one 

or~, it may -be added, in somewhat sarcastic vein, subsequently replied) on 

their evident failure in many cases to vroperly differentiate betwe.:n malaria 

'.1.nd typhoid. 

One has to ·syn1pathize a bit with him - clinical fetiches are given 

up with difficulty and regret t To many good, easy men it came ns 3 shock, 

to find that malaria was really a well-defined, easily recognizable dis­

ease. Naturally, it was hard to abandon a word like malaria, which carried. 

with it as much clinical comfort as did that blessed word Mesopotamia spi-

ritual unction to the old lady. My sympathies have been deeply aroused 

by the distress which has been felt in many quarters of this city ~here 

you have been, until recently, with some notable exceptions, heretics of 

the worst kind. Nowhere, perhaps, has malaria ever covered such a multi-

t ud.e of di verse maladies. , . , . • 



Oct. 
1899 

He proceeda" to give clinical rules of diagnosis which should guide prac-

titioners above Mason and Dixon's Line, emphasizing that in these regions an 

intermittent fever which resists quinine is not of malarial origin, nor is a 

continued fever due to malarial infection, even though for variability of symp-

toms the aestivo-autU!lltlal infoctlon takes precedence even of typhoid fever. 

~ 
And he d:i'6WS an amusing comparison between the temperature charts of the two 

forms of malaria - the rerni ttent form which has a 'Pennsylva.nia-Rai lway-like 1 

directness in marked distinction to the zig-zag 'Baltimore-and-Ohio-Railway' 

chart of aestivo-autunmal fever. He begged the- hard-worked practitioners of 

~ the smaller towns and country districts, who find it difficult to ape the mo-

dern scientific methods of diagnosis, to use their common sense and learn to 

suspect typhoid and not malaria in every case of fever of six or seven days' 

dut'ation. 

.... In the course of the paper he spoke of the c~try's experience with typhoid 

at the Chickama.uga Camp, which was a wholesale demonstration of the ignorance 

among the 11rofession of the essential elementary facts concerning the two dis-

eases. It was at this~ time that steps were being taken to prevent a re-

petition of the experiences of the A.merican army camps, for the Professor of 
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Pathology at Netley, Almcoth E. Wright, morn Osler must hav~ seen at the Ports-

mouth meeting of the B. M.A. the summer before, was making his first tenta-

tive inoculations of the British troops being gathered for the South African 

~ 
war, among whom severe outbreaks of typhoid~ had occurred. 

The fall meeting of the Maryland 'Faculty' was held November 14th in 

S~,1-
Westminster, Maryland, with Osler as usual in attendance, and the mest ~Mier 

Mting feature of the programme was =~e?ely the report, by Barker 3nd 

'+~/' 
by Flexner 'll.1ftO aaa cemg guor f1em ~ilaael~ia feF ta~ p:ilrpose, ~ the medi-

cal .conditions in the Philippine~, OslerJ Poaa s. short paper on "lhe Ho~ -;--...,_ 
- ....... ~_,_~1--t: ) 

~ ~ ovvJ~ ~ :u ~ ~ ~,.,;;:c-L ..::.poa,1-.., •....___:___ -.!!J"o,iii:.i,,, 1--,~ . -- -Treatment of ConscUUption""' hi wJaie~~ str?ng plea ~ mag,g for greater attenti_on _ . 
.-f~~ /4 '--!lfJ;;;"1-....._ ~- i-.JoT"" WJ.o - ~ ,.._... 

- ""'=6t: h...t=li »w:.J--« " 1, l(.rrv,_ o,,1---I..,,,. - ~---- -. - ~ -...;_.,. ' :..--~~~~- -
of consumptiv~(He estimated that there were some to the living conditions 

'--- -
eight to ten thousand cases in Baltimore alone, of whom only a possible five 

per cent could receive sani tari um treatment, ~ -Iv.. .-n-,,.1.L. £ 

The campaign against the white plague was still confined to a few members 

of the profession, and had not yet reached the public. But the ball he had set 

rolling the year before in Baltimore was already gaining momentum, A:t1 active 
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crusade of public enli[;htem-:ient seemed to be the only wo.y to conquer tuber-

culosis, and traces of the movement had already been appa.rc:;.1t - the Intel1 -

national Tuberculosis Congl1 ess at Berlin - the session at the B. :.r. A. the 

SU1!1mer before - the subject brought up at a State medical meeting - fi~..nl-

ly brougi1t hone to a singlo i~:sti tut ion ,;;hicl1. ,:as among the first to go.in 

recr:uits under the ba.m1er of the ,1hite cross 011 2. red field.. out of all 

this, as ·will be seen, the Social service :r.iovement tool: its origin . 

.As a result of his :.rcGill address two m.01:.ths before, there had been a 

shower of letters fr aa his old students - to all of -.-fao a, as v,as his -.-:aD.t, 

a perso . .i.al 11.and--;,Ti tten a.c:mm:ledgment v:ent in return. Thus he ,-r.cote to 

Dr. J. H. Darey 1.:10:.1 i~, 1886 he had sent out to Im7a f0r his health: 

1 West Franklin Street, 
11. 17. 99. 

Dear Darey I was very glad to ~ear from you. :rr..y address has called out 

letters from several of my old Montreal boys. What~ hard road you have 

had to travel! I reel sure that you will settle down to peace & mental 

quiet ~s the years pass. A steady uniform life, 1/2 speed, as little stress 

& strain as possible should obviate the tendency to these :recurrent attacks. 

You probably do not heed your domestic counsellor enough, I was delighted 
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to see the progress at McGill - the outlook is good for a great meaical 

centre. I am pegging away here, very interested in the teachi.ng of which 
1<;0-I have a great . I s,end you a bundle of reprints some of \\hich may amuse 
" 

--,wm osier 

· The adclress on "Elisha Bartlett: A Rhode Island Philosppher", a by-product 

as has been seen,of his historical studies regarding typhoid fever, wh:ieh lea 

~:ls gPoat in1ieres1; i:a trhe A:meriea!!._gF9:ap ef 1.ot1is's pup:U:s,was given in 

Providence on December 7th, before the Rhode Island Medical Society. ~il<.-

O&l~r~was forever arousing in people in different localities an interest 

in their local medical worthies. It was, for example, customary for him to 

ask anyone hailing from Cincinnati when they were going to put up a monument to 

Daniel Drake, for he had ma.de a vow never to visit there until one was erected. 

It was usual for them to admit that they did not know who he was.* 

*Osler's interest in Drake must have gone back to 1894, for there 
are two or three letters in October of that year indicating that he 
was in correspondence with certain members of Drake's family and had 
aecured some letters and documents regarding him. These letters 
are inserted in e:s:lu•s copy of Drake's "Pioneer Life in Kentucky" in 
his library. Osle1 was effered a v-erri;aPge bauorarinm -Hr--l-9-is--rn 
to • • ~ver t:ee adli:re-ss-en th~ -tha 
er.ee-t-~he-mon.umen-t- t-o Danlel----ih"~e wai~ staE:as 
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So, on this occasion, in i.1is i:ntroductol'"'J paragraph he r.rl.ldly rebultes 

his audience for the.u.· neglect of Bartlett. 

Rhode Island can boast of but one great philos_pher - one to whose 
flights in the empyream neither Roger Williams no~ any of her sons could I 

soar-:- the i mnortal Berkeley, who was a transient guest in thie State, 
~ waiting quietly and happily for the realization of tml i\topian schemes. 

Still h0 lived long enough in Rhode Island to make his name part of her 
history; long enough in America to make her the inspiration of his cele-
brated lines onthe course of empire. Elisha Bartlett, teacher, philo-
sopher, author, of whom I am about to speak, whom you may claim as the most 
distinguished physician of this State, has left no deep impression on your 
local history or institutions. Here he was born and educated, and to this, 
his home, he returned to die; but his busy life was· spent in other fields, 
where today his memory is cherished more warmly than in the land of his 
blrth. ---
He had secured from Bartlett's nephew the letters -and family papers that 

enabled him to put together a biographical sketch1 in which he particularly 

stressed his student years abroad. And most sympathetically he treats of his 

career as a medical ,'ll'iter, of his brief eX'!.Jerience as editor of a medical 

jour-n~l, of his life as a peripatetic professor: 
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For many years there was in this country a group of peripatetic 
teachers who like thi::; Sophists of Greece, went from tovm to town, staying 
a year or two in each, or they divided their time between a winter session 
in a large city school and a SUl'Il!D:lr term in a small country one. Among 
them Daniel Drake_takes the precedence, as he made eleven moves in the 
course of his stirring and eventful life. Bartlett comes an easy second, 
having taught in nine schools. Dunglison, T. R. Beck, '\7illard Parker, 
Alonzo Clark, the elder Gross, Austin Flint, Frank H. Hamilton, and many 
others whom I co·1.ld name, belonged to this group of W'l?ldering professors. 
The medical education of the day was almost exclusively theoretical; the 
te·,chers lectured. for a short four months' seas ion, there was a little dis­
section, a few major or, rations were witnessed, the fees wers: paid, ex:amin-

. . ations were held - and all was over. 

Teacher, philospher, author, orator and poet - on all of these aspects of 

Bartlett's remarkable career he touched, and appended to the essay when published* 

*Of; "The Alabama Student & Other Biographical Essays': London, 1906. 

he had reprinted the sketch of Hippocrates, one of Bartlett's latest writings 

in which that iaaginary scene of Pericles upon his death-bedJwith the young phy­

sician from Cos in attendanceJOsler regarded as a masterpiece worthy of Walter 

Savage Landor - exceeded by few word-pictures in the English language . 

• 
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