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Chapter XV. 

ffl:BLie lfBl\l:.!H AS'l?P.tIUES .Aff.D6HE 
OPENING OF THE M.EDICAL SCHOOL. 

t'""15 - IJ-z; "t 

1 
Jan. 
1893 
aet. 43 

The promise of an eariy realization of starting the medical school, so 

long delayed owing to the diminished income of the university, must have ban-

d>~ hdl),._ f?. -, -6,..,, }-le:~ t:J.t.: ished any fl:lFther thought of accepting the proposals from McGill. ~his i-6 

I I.«. l)rA,{ii,.. ¾---rr-t..f.t.j, .-c4__..,..-., I J. , 

evident fraro his letters, as in the :fellowing dictated to Lafleur. 

To H, A. Lafleur from W, o. 
1 West Franklin Street, 

Baltimore, Jan. 12, 1893. 

Dear L.: Very glad indeed to have your last note. I have, of course, 
heard all sorts of rumours about Montreal, but I am too comfortable here 
to think of any change, and I hope to fill out my twenty years, and then 

crawl back to Montreal or Toronto to worry the boys for a few years. I 

daresay you would reserve me a chair at your fireside, and we could have 

many smokes and chats. 

We are a good deal excited of course about the organization~ of the 

school. Miss Garrett has given the ~300,000. necessary to complete the 

half million endowment. We have the Chairs of Anatoiey' and Pharmacology 
to fill, and shall need someone in physiological chemistry. Vie hope to 

be able to secure Mall in anatoey. The restrictions placed by ~J.iss Gar­

rett as to the preliminary education necessary will limit the number of 

our students ve~y nn.terially. The matriculation examination of the uni­

versity is in itself very stiff, and either the preliminary medical 

course in Arts, or its equivalent must be passed before admission to the 

Medical School. Welch put it very happily the other day when he said 

• 



Jan. 
1893 

to me tjlat it was lucky we got in as professors: we never would have 

been able to go in as students. 

I am busy with the subjects of tuberculosis of the serous membranes,* 

*"Tuberculous peri-eardi t~rican J.ournal of the Medical 
t'iences {Jan. 1893) ~~tt!:!~c!~ Jt,,t'· 

and finishing some work on chorea.* The wards are very interesting, the 

• *"Remarks on the Varieties of Chronic Chorea,&c". Journal 
of Nervous and Mental Diseases, Feb. 1893. 

usual number of cases of arteriosclerosis, a good many interesting cases 

of malaria, and an unusual numb"er of ty:phoids. I am sorry 1 did not get 

reprints of my lecture on the lath treatment. I daresay you saw it in 

the Medical News. 

really very good. 

Our results for the first century of cases were 

You must arrange in the spring to pay us a long visit. Let me know, 

too, when you think I should w-~ite to the members of the Victoria Hospi­

tal Board. You should certainly make a strong push to go in there on 

the staff. Councilman was here for two weeks and Ghriskey for a week, 

so that the boys are rather demoralized. 

I enclose a little slip which you will please hand t> one of the House 

Surgeons at the M.G.H. I want very much to find the address of the Farr 

family_ of progressive muscular atrophy, which I reported many years ago. 

Sincerely yours, 

wm, Osler. 

P.s. Do you think Shepherd would come here in anatomy? There would of course be no hospital appointment. He ccmbines surgical ani sci­
entific anato?I\V so well. Mall is the choiee of Welch et a.1., but he has a comfortable berth in Chicago and I doubt if he can come. 
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l~eattv.hile he was having-anxieties at ~ fo,r his mothe..r- writes 1.[xs... 

C>wyu on J'anua131 24th-:-

Ill / 
I had a sorap fro~ Willie this morning - no wonder he has been laid up 

with a cold, such a freezing time for one who loves wannth as he does, he 

puts on a good show of spirits but in his heart of hearts I know he must 

JI 

have an anxious time as to the ooming event. 

" And two weeks later: 

__ _.,,,.,..,,. 

Unquestionably ~ou--'.nad the joyful news flashed over the wires last even-
,,..--- ' . 

We had/words which told of Mother and Boy all right, and we are hoping ' 
/ 

, the?J.Y"may be a tel. today confirming the same a few hours later a note today 

/ 

(

from Willie written on Sunday - his cold much better but Grace taking it and 

feeling vecy miserable, but in good spirits. 

' And on Februacy 17t~ 

/ ~u will have wri~ten to Baltimore I know and will have shared with us 
,, 

all in the first glow of gladness and then in the deep wave of sorrow. 

To H. A. Lafleur from w. o. 

Baltimore, 
Feb. 18, 1893. 

Dear Lafleur: - Thanks for Peter Ibbetson, which I shall certainly read on your 

re~oommendation. I had intended to write to you last evening, to tell you 
-

about my domestic troubles •••• the small boy died at the end of a week, very 

much to our sorrow. ~ 

Everything goes very smoothly at the hospital. We hope to arrange to open 

pur medical school in October. There has been a slight hitoh about the terms 
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Mall in Anato~ 

Feb. 
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We hope to be able to secure 

/ We shall go to Toronto at Easter, and very probably go round to Boston 

by way of Montreal. Please do not forget that you have promised to spend a 

weal here sometirre in the spring. Your room will be ready at any time. 

W"9 8th1' 

for Easter was finally given up, for him mother write,s him 

in April: 

Many thanks fo~ the seeds which came .this mol',"lling, it will soon be time 

to have them in their places. Cha.ttie under the impression that you v.ould 
l\l\0.4lJL 

be down, wrote to say she would her best endeavour to spend Sunday with us. 
r, 

She knows now that you oannot come but I still hope she will not alter her 
'IC 1' ~ 

plans but be with us and take up Jack and Hugh on Monday. J.lie enclosed. fp9m 

Dundn--'"Nellie opened, it loolEed as if it o~ro~. MoYiahon wh&-=was mo-st 

anxioua to-see y-ou, eha.t-t ie tNri-i-. We are all mourning over your non-arrival 

' but I feel we have no business to grumble only like a dear good son do not 

over work yourself the last few weeks have been trying for . ou and when the 

heart is ' heavy it is difficult to take up the 

interest required to run things smoothly. 

They paid a visit later on to their friends the Conynghams in Wilkesbarre, 

. 
and one morning MJI; ~er found on her dressing-table a letter which for i:e,thos, 
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tenderness. inepixation and humour could hardly be excelled, and which m12st have 

• 
provoked that mixture of tears and laughter which is best for bereaved people. 

It was postmarked 'Heaven' and was v,ri tten by Paul Revere Osler to his 'dear 

Mother•. 

( If we are good and get on nioely with our singing and if our earthly 

parents continue to show an interest in us by remembering us in their prayers, 

we are allowed to write every three or four tatrna.s (i.e. month). I got here 

safely with very little inconvenience. I scarcely knew anything until I 

awoke in a lovely green spot, with fountains and trees and soft couches and 

such nice young gir.ls to tend us. You would have been a.mu.sad to see the 

hundreds which came the same day. But I must tell you first how we are all 

arranged; it took me several days to find out about it. Heaven is the exact 

. 
counterpart of earth so far as its dwellers are concerned. thus all from the 

u. s. go to one place - all from Maryland to one district and even. all from the 

cities and townships get corresponding places. This enables the guardian 

angels to keep the lists more carefully and it facilitates communication be-

tween relatives. They are most particular in this respect and have a beauti-

fully simple arrangement by which the new arrivals can find out at once 

whether they have connections in Heaven. I never was more surprised in my 

time - we say that here, not life and not eternity for that has not started 

for us - when the day after my arrival Althea brought me two quill feathers 

on one of which was written Julius Caesar and the other Enma. Osler. I knew 

at once about the former ••• but the latter I did not know at all, but she 

said she had been father's little sister and she had been sent to make me feel 

happy and comfortable •••• 



!6 
.. April 

1893 

Unlike the real angels we have no fore-knowledge and cannot tell what 

is to happen to our dear ones on earth. Next to the great fea.s~ days, 

when we sing ohoruses by divisions in the upper heavens, our chief delight 

is in watohing the soul cbodies as they arrive in our divisions and in help-

ing the angels to get them in order and properly trained. In the children' s 

divisions not a friad 11.e. a.bout an hour of earthly tim:3) passes without 

the exoi terr.ent of a father or mother, a brother or a sister united to one of 

us. We know about 1000 of each other so that it is great- fun to see our 

comr~des and friends making their relatives feel at home •••• 
' "-

Osler•s deep interest in the welfare of all of his associates and as-

sistants, past and present, was an outstanding feature of his brief letters. 

There were literally hundreds of them which have been preserved by his 

pupils first and last - short notes, which sho.v his concern for their work 

and prospects, after they had gone out from under his wing. Thus from 

Baltimore on April 19th he sends one of his frequent missives to Lafleur. 

/it might not do any harm to write to Donald Smith and to Davidson, 

{both of vlhom I know well) and urge your claims. It would really be 

most satisfactory for you to get the position. Do come doYm if you can, 

even for a few days. It will be delightful to have you. You must of 
I I course come and stay with us. 
I 

I was overjoyed to hear of the extra hundred thousand dollars. It 
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puts the old school i n a splendid position. By the time my twenty years 

here are .B:J2 I shall enjoy very much going over all the fine departments 

which McGill vdll then have. • • 

i::.s. I don't believe I sent you the last batch of my papers. Miss 

r Humpton is in doubt about it, so will send you the mole lot. 
~ 

w.o.-

He began,,a,t this time to plan for a comprehensive review of the 

hospital's experience with typhoid fever, and the series 'of seven papers 

which form the first £asciculus of the Hospital Reports published the next 

' 

year were projected. These studies were based on the 229 cases of typhoid 

which had been treated in the medical wards in the four years since the open-
' 

ing of the hospital - that is,' to 1ia.y 15, 1893. Two of the seven parers 

were by Thayer and Hewetson, the others being in Osler' s name. Typhoid has 

become such a rare disease through the improved sanitation of, cities that it 

no longer occupies the i mportant position in medicine it held thtr.ty years 

ago when , the disease was so prevalent that Osler had led off with it in his 

~ext-book, on the gr0tmd that it was the most important point of departure 

for students. 

Then regarded with civic indifference, , the disease today is looked upon 

as a disgrace in any camnunity, and i~ bringing about this altered attitude 

Osler played a i:art far more importa.11t than any contribution he may have rm.de 

• 
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to the knowledge of tj1e disease in the way of diagnosis or. treatment, or of 

pointing out some obscure complication like 'typhoid spine.• One reserva-

tion to this statement may possibly be made in view of his constant reitera-

tion that the diagnosis so commonly made in the South, of 'typho-malarial 

fever' - as though this were a special disease - was unjustified by an:y 

knmm facts and merely served as a cloak in civic health reports to conceal 

actual typhoid. Largely through the influence of his writings, this hybrid 

disease disappeared. Ample opportunity had been given at the Hopkins to de-

termine the point, for in contrast to the 229 cases of typhoid there had 

been 500 of malaria in the wa:rds, all proven beyond doubt by the demonstra-

tion of the plasmodium in the blood. There had been only one patient in the 

four years in whon a definite ty:phoid was implanted on a coexisting ma.la.rial 

inf'ection. 

But leaving this aside, his 1min contribution to the subject related to 

public sanitation, for until the Baltimore authorities began to wake up, and 

a skilled bacteriologist was added to the Health Board, he never ceased pub-
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• licly to reiterate statements such as he gives in the opening para.graph of 

the last of these papers. 

Among the citie-s-Which still pay an unnecessary Delian tribute of young 

lives to the Minotaur of infectious diseases, Baltimore holds a high rank. 

The pity of it is, too, that this annual sacrtfice of thousands of lives 

( 2281 for 1892, not including consumption), is. not due to ignorance. For 

more than fifty years this gospel of preventive medicine has been preached-. 

whether they would hear or whether they would forbear - in the ears of 

councils and corporations: that three measures, efficiently designed and ef-

ficiently carried out, reduce to a minimum the incidence of infectious 

\ 

diseases; _viz., pure~er, good drai:g,a.ge, and a proper isolation of the sick. 

Of sanitary essentials in a modern ~own, Baltimore bas a well-arranged water 

supply; still, however, with unprotected sources and constant liability 

to contamination. It has nothing else~ no sewage system, no system of 

isolation of the sick, no hospital for infectious diseases. mo compulsary 

notification of such a disease as typhoid fever, no disinfecting station, 

no system of street-watering, no inspection of dairies, no inspection of meat. 

The streets are cleaned, but so carelessly tha for a large part of the year 

·the citizens breathe a mixture of horse-dung and filth of all sorts. 

Per~ps the best gauge of the sanitary conditions of a city is to be found 

-
in the mortality returns from typhoid fever.* 

/ *Johns Hopkins Hospital Reports, "VIII .Typhoid Fever in Baltimore." 

1894-5, iv, 159. 

Pneumonia..-, Typhoid and Tuberculosis - these were the three scourges at 



lo 
Apr. 
1893 

which he aimed his shafts - the three diseases an intimate knowledge of which 

he hammered incessantly into his students. He lived to see one of them, t;w-

phoid, nearly abolished, tuberculosis got under control, and pneumonia was to 

be his own undoing.* 

The ~"' r: JJl us influence which first and last Osler exercised 

as a national and civic sanitary propogandist has been too li ttle l' s -?- , 

emphasized.. Today in our comparative security againstffi"pfdemrc?-~ 

cw,eeeses it 'Is difficult to realize the annual death-roll of the 

'9O's from diseases now under control. In the summer of 1893 

the International Medical Congress which was to have been held in 

Rome despite the prevalence of malaria there, was postponed be­

cause of a wide-spread cholera epidemic which had already taken 

a toll of 10,000 lives in Mecca whence it had reached Rome, even 

Paris; and New York was in quarantine. Nevertheless, typhus was 

I raging even in New York, smallpox prevailed widely in Englard 

I and America~ am. yellow fever continued its devastations - a 

I third year of successive outbreaks. 

~ 

Baltimore in the early 9O's probably differed little in its external 

I 

aspects from the post-bellum B~ltimore of the la.te 6O 1 s. Environed. north 

and west by the beautiful rolling countryside of Maryla.~d to whose wooded 

hillsides society mo~ed for the sweltering summer months and in 'Whose fertile 

valleys ' rode to 'hounds, the city itself sharply demarkated from all of this 

was a homely place of architecturally unpretentious block-houses on para-

llel streets - north and south, east and. west. The hospital was planted on 

a hill on the outskirts of the city to the east, and from the upper windovlS 
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of the administration building the dwellers, back to ~heir rooms at the end 

of the day's work, looked across a flat sea of roofs to two other ,low hills 

in the residential centre of the town. On one of them, silhoue·tted against 

the western sky, stood a tall column - the Washington monument; on the other, 

near by, the lmv dome of the C:atholtc cathedral - in Mr. Gilma.n's happy 

phrase, the three hills of Charity, Hope, and Faith. 

Near the cathedral was No~ l West Franklin street, and the palace, so-

' 
called, of his Eminence John Cardinal Gibbons, good neighbour and fine citi-

zen that he was, stood just baclc of the Osler' s, a narrow rat-infested Bal ti-

more alley lying between. A good two miles separated the hospital from 

this pa.rt of the town, and at peculiar and somewhat uncertain hours a bob-

tailed horse-car made its ~ortuous way through untidy, cobblei wtreets, and 

after crossing an odouriferous stream called Jones's Falls, conve~ient for 

the refuse of the decrepit factories, tanneries and the like which lined 

its ban.."lcs, the car would toil sl'owly up the hill, east or west, with an extra 

horse attached. 

' 
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,~ 
JI-\ Baltimore of -the day o-ottld: not boast of its sewer system, aE:d: one's 

bath flowed shamel~ssly and soapily into the gutters of the cobbled streets 

over which were stepping-stones such as are preserved to be wondered at in 

Pompeii. But there was one sanitary rite religiously observed on bended 

knee - the scrubbing of the front steps of each of the house"s by a genus of . 

polite but easy-going cQloured gentlemen lmown as -twaiter-men' - a ma.ti..tu-

dina.l rite of suds and marble, yet with an abundant opportunity for saluta-

tion and gossip. Meanwhile the mistresses of the several households like-

wise passed the time of day, provendering in the old-fashioned, buzzing, 

opef markets, which groaned with the produce of the Chesapeake Bey and the 

farms of its fertile Eastern Shore. Untidy, lethargic, hospitable, well-

fed, contented, happy Baltimore. 

But this Baltimore, alas, for it was picttu-esque 33.1d beloved, is gone. 

A beautiful suburban Baltimore has arisen, the city's streets have been 

paved, the newest of sewer systems installed with the vanishing of Jones's 

Falls into a conduit; and in all this transformation the influence of the 

Hopkins is strongly apparent, and Osler himself had no small part in it. 
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-{,.,...~"'­
Faithful as he was at attending meetings, there HH:te1i a.1iil.me8 be,a 

~o ~ w- 6)~ ~ <Ahul~ -o-r du. /1,;::i. zCt -i•-m~ ~Ulo-c.. / od..;.. 4f o/-..../,.- 2'i... ~Ill ~ hr 

limit, and lJeg0idse of either eRgageinent; s ::;l!hi-err h~ eumnerat es: i:a this ne::t / 
/ 

l.et.t.e.r, ho ooa tJrorego the American.Medical Association which met this . r I x:,_ S.-...cc.. ~ 

year in Milwaukee ,wher~ li:ti:oa his old- frt-end, whe na.~--yearn-ed ,for_ 

To H. V. ~gden from~. o. 
I 

Baltimore, May 12, 1893. 

Dear Ogden: - It is very kind indeed of you to ask us. Until quite recently 

I had fully intended to be at the Association t!eeting, an"d Mrs~ Osler had 

arranged to be in_ Chicago for \e week, but I find that it will be ouite 

impossible for me to get away. I have the Ped.iatric Society at V'est Point 

on the 23rd, 24th, and 25th, the ·Association of Amerio~n Physicians at the 

end of the month in Washington, and the 12.ssachusetts :Medical Society at 
,, ~ ~ ~ ~c,v,J... ...... 

which I have the Shattuck Lecture on the 14th of June. • --.-- -M-rs,- / 
/ 

Osler is quite amused at your letter. She asked me to send her warm-

as t regards and regrets. She has 1i ved to be sorry for my perfidy. 

Yes, May is to be married tomorrow to a very nice young fellow. 

You had better report that Alkapton.business in full. It would be 
-

very interesting. 
L 

✓-w- days later he writes Lafleur, 
; 

in distress that he had failed. to 

get the a~pointment at the Royal Victoria. 
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1 West Franklin Street, 
Baltimore, 5.17.93 

Dear L. Yesterday was a die~ irae Everything went wrong, so when your 

letter came I would not read it & said to Mrs Osler "I just know Lafleur bas 

not got the F.V." The devil take those fellowst It is too bad & I am sorely 

disappointed. Why not .throw up the whole thing & come down here as Asso-

ciate in Medicine? We could give you from the school $500, I would supple­

ment it for three years wtth $500, and you could control the DisP,ensary ~ do 

some outside practice. I want Thayer to go abroad for Oct. Nov. & Dec. 

during which mos. you could live in the Hospital & take his duties. The 

dispensary work, pathological studies &c would keep you busy & your literary 

ventures would bring you in time a good berth. It was a mistake to have 

left without a definite call. Do come to the Pediatrio Soc. T shall be 

there Wednesday eve. Leave with me Friday Pm & come straight thro. to 1 

West Franklin & we can discuss the situation. ~ 

I F.S. Aequanimitas is out 
~e other. 

of print - not a copy left. I send 

This, the fifth meeting of the Paediatric society to which he refers, 

<-..i... tr...(tiu,.u-c«, ~ 
was held at ':".:est Point, .JJo:w Yei"k, May 24 26, his old Jlinner-~lub friend of 

Montreal days, A. D. Blackader.., "being ri esident for t.he ;y ea-P. The group of 

children's specialists was growing and at this time the society had forty-

five members, most of them,to be sure,men. of broad training in general medi-

cine. Osler one of the appointed participants in a discussion of whooping-
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One of them, an 

important study of a rare disease, acute diffuse scleroderma, though largely 

,n-itten by Osler was presented in the name of one 0£ tj1e assistant residents 

Lewellys F. Barker*, and it was characteristic that he should present this 

*The patient had been under the care of Dr. Ellis of 
Elkton, Maryland, and Osler had taken Barker, v.h.o had re­
cently joined the house staff, down with him to help per­
form the autopsy. Barker was the first of a succession of 
Canadians, Toronto graduates, the picked men of their time, 
vm.o after finishing a service at the Toronto General Hospi-

. tal, gravitated to Baltimore on the recommendation of Osler's 
~ friend, Jos. E. Graham the Professor of Medicine in Toronto . 

. : : (3°""'G.,...\ .. -\mo;ii,s t~during the '90's were Ramsay, Cullen, Parsons, 
\M'.«A~ ~tcher, and the Mccrae brothers. Their first sunnner before 

going into the Hopkins was usually spent at the Garrett Hospi­
tal for Children at Mt. Airy, Frederick Co., Maryland. 

paper in full, Tihereas that under his ovm name ~as read by title only, to 

appear subsequently in the society's published transactions. This was en-

~ 

titled "Uotes on Tuberculosis in Children° and was a side issue in the pre-

paration of another study to which he refers in his opening paragraph. 

he article on tuberculosis for Starr's Handbook of 

4 011~~ :a-;-s~prised to find how few observations had been 

I made on the prevalence of t erculosis am:n.1g the inmates of asylums and 

children's hospitals in this coU11 • 1:orthrup' s studies in the !Jew York 

Foundling Hospital show, as is well known, a startling prevalence of the 

disease,. v:e miss, however, detailed statistics, the result of systematic 

clinical and anatomical observations, such as have been published during 

• 
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few years by our French and Ge+ma.n colleagues. The most /reliable 

figures, of course, are those obtained in e post-mortem room. ~he :rrani-

festations are so protean that unless in fatal cases the clinical be sup-

plemented by anatomical examination, rculous lesions are 

overlooked ... 

,;Archives of Paediatrics, Dec., 1893, x, 979. 
L. 

n the preceding fall, George J. Adami had been called to llcGill from 

the univer ity of Cambridge as Professor of Pathology, and he found awaiting 

him a cordial note of welcome from the Professor of Medicine of the Johns 

Hopkins whom he knew only by reputation but who for sentimental reasons was 

particularly interested in the development of the pathologicru. department of 

the :Montreal General, the directorship of which Wyatt Johnson still held and 

continued to hold until the appointment in 1903 of Jo1m llcCrae. 

J. G. A.da.'Ui fr an W. o. 
l Uest Franklin street, 

lia.y 17, 1893. 

Daar Dr. Adami: Would it not be possible for you to :!I.tend the meeting at 

Washington of the .American association of Physicians, on the 30th, 31st, 

and 1st prox. You vli.11 meet there about the best of American physicians, 

and I thinlr you ought also to join us. I should be glad to have you stay 

with me on your w-~y back, and I have no doubt you '7111 be pleased to see 

the arrangements of Welch's laboratory. • • 
?.S. Stewart and Wilkins should come - so join them if possible. 
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'2he Associat,ion of Physicians, cominp to ba a group o:f closely-knit 

:friends, met as usual in Uashington for its annual meeting11ay 30 to June 1st. 

Unquestionably the ,most notable corrn:rrunication during the meeting was made by 

Theobald Smith on t•Texa.s Cattle Fever" in its relation to protozoon diseases. 

Though his results had previously been published by the Gover:nrjent Blll'eau of 

Animal Industry, this was the first time his epochal disco¥ery - that a patho-

genie micro-organism could be transmitted only through the agency of an inter-

media.ry host (in this case the cattle tick) - was brought before the leaders 

of the profession. '1he paper was briefly discus.sed by Welch alone, and one 

,:onders whether the great significance of the µiscove.r-J, which '\'Ja.S to be fol-

lowed by a succession of others - the mosquito in malaria and in yellow fever, 

the Tsetse :fly and sleeping siclmess, the flea and plague, and louse and ty-

plms - could then have been fuliy taken in by Theobald Smith's au.di tors. 

There were many other papers of less moment, thoughthe persistent Trudeau not 

well enough to rel.¥1 his ovm paper had prepared another report of his researches 

directed toward the control of experimental tuberculosis. 
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The chief topic for general discussion, assigned. before the meeting, had 

b een ieyxoedema. Francis P. Kinnicutt of new York was the referee and gave 

an historical account of the a:!.vance in knowledge of the disease and its treat-

ment since 1881 when Ord first gave it its name and showed the convincing 

group of cases at the International Congress wi1.ich. met that year in London. 

Subsequent to the report by Horsley and .::.iurray of the summer before, it ha.d 

been found by Hector MacKenzie that extracts of the gland taken by mouth were 

as useful therapeutically as v.fr1en its juices were injected, andKinnicutt was 

able to report a case of his own thus treated with benei'i t, and to collect a 

few others from· the literat~e. James J. Putnam follo'lled with a pa:i;er on 

the treatment by sheep's thyroids, but there was still so great confusion be-

tween nzy-xoedema, exophthalmic goitre and acromega.ly that in revieTTing the 

situation today it hardly seems possible that the snarl of the thUroid dis-

eases could ever have become so far untangled as it has been. 

Osler followed in turn with a paper on °Sporadic Cretinism in .i'.l.l?lerica," 

and there are certain things about his article which are noteworthy. In the 
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first place, when COllll?ared with the papers of his colleagues it indicates an 'f~,,.. 

e~traordinarily clear grasp of the subject,'historical .as well as clinical, 

and he strips his facts of all confusing details. In the second place, it 

~hows the inmiense amount of labour which he put into the preparation of his 
\( ' 

papers, for in this instance he had not only mde an exhaustive search for 

cases in the literature but had sent letters of inquiry broadeast to the 

Superintendents of all the -Asylums for the Insane, and Ins-titutions for Feeble-

,minded Children, in both the United States and Canada, w well as to number-

less physicians practising in localities where goitre was supposed to prevail. 

His picture of that ':pariah of nature,' the adult cretin, remains a classic.* 

r: *At this same meeting he gave a report upon five 'cases of 
upphrenic abscess' published in the Canaiian Practitioner, and 

, during the ·year a number of other papers appearec!:J.aB!ii are to be 
~und in his bibliogi~a:phy.. lti.1,u;:; z_~ 

As he had written Lafleur f;,arly in the year, he was at worlt 

1-G&i-a of the serous membrane,_ for the .tendency to regard rr.any of the inflam­\J\A., 

mations of these surfaces as tuberculous was beginning to prevail. Having 

already dealt with the perieardial inf'ections, he devoted his Shattuck Lee-
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ture before the Massachusetts Medical Society in Bost an, on June l3th, to 

~ • 

"Tuberculous :Pleurisy.:_,; IIe hael :rmd.e an &l~~s·t'tlfl:y of! the sub.µct ·wor~ 

( ,t_ r 
a.f the oeoasio~ of.:Jl~is lectureship.~ 

I *His monograph on the subject, first published in the Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal, contains an analysis of the seven-

1teen cases which had been observed since the opening of the Johns 
Hopkins Ffuspital. It throws an interesting sidelight on his in­
variable custom of mentioning the nam3s of all of those who in any 
way came in contact with the patients whose histories were included; 
and scattered through the report one finds the naIOOs of 'Fw.;ii:ner, 
Councilman, Finney, Halsted, Barker, F. R. Smith, Hewetson, Thayer, 
Rupert Norton, Welch and other members of the staff, as well as 
those of the physicians who had referred the patients to the hospital. 

His fe·eling in this matter is well -expressed in a note scribbled 
to one of the junior members of tlle staff who had----Submitted a paper 

-to him for criticism. It reads as follows: - "A.A.1. report! I have 
added a brief note about the d-i~oses. I would mention in the medi­
cal report the na.ma of the House Physician in Ward E & the clin. 
clerk, & under the surgical report the na.rm of the House Surgeon who 
had charge. We ar'e not nearly particular- enough in this respect & 
should follow the good old Scotch custom Yrs W .o." 

/ 

'?!his lectmesh~ ha:d been established. through a bequest made by George 

( 

Cheyne Shattuck who had died only three months before in his eightieth year. 

He was one of the gxoup of Louis's later American pupils among whom were Henry -

~ 

I. BO"wd.itch, Stille, Metcalfe and Gerrard ywhiie students in Pari~ in the 

early pa.rt of the centm~y,when French medicine was at its apogee, had dif-

ferehtiated typhoid from tYJ?hus fever - a group of men vib.ose names were often 

, on Osler's lips. ' This George Cheyne Shattuck was the son 9f another Dr. 

I 
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george Cheyne Shattuck, and he of a Dr. Benjamin Shattuck near contemporary 

and admirer of George Cheyne the famous old London and Batb physician. 

, 
~ -

this fuit Osler stayed with his• friend of Viann~ days, Dr. F. c. Shattuck 

the son of the founder of the lectureship, who himself had a son George Caeever 

about to enter medicine, and Osler never ceased to harp on the fact that 

neither of these two had borne the full name of George Cheyne: ,.._., i,..; /L.; ~""-. 

( I Dear Mr. 

G.C. but 

To F-. C. Shattuck from w. c. 

1 West Franklin Street, 
B--ai~ 

Thursday. 

Prof. Dr. F.c.s. Such a shame you or G should not have been 

I suppose it is now too late. Look up for me in a spare moment 

1 your father's paper on Typhoid read before the Paris Mad. Obser. Soc. 

I It-.rnay be among his old papers. Stille has his in M.S. Gerhard & Pennock's 

j is in print. It would be nice ·to get the Coll of Phy to issue them to-

gather. I will 'talk to S W M about it. Thanks for a very pleasant visit 

,,--- Since1·ely yours, 

wtn Osler 

He evidently enjoyed_ his visit as he did all such occasions, and with 

"-'--,.. l..~ 

Bowditch, Fitz~ Minot, Chadwick and Brigham in the Medical Library wh:o:ro ha 

never failed to visit, Councilman who had been ma.de Professor of Pathology 
----- --,------- ---
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in the Harvard school the year before, and his maey other old friends as well 

as Mrs. Osler•s relatives to see, his tiffa ,aust have been fully occupied.) On 

. his return he writes Lafleur, who had been in Baltimore after the7aedi ric 

society meeting. 

1 West F~:nklin street, 
Bal'timore, Jrme 20,1893. 

Dear Lafleur: I had quite forgotten about the pyjamas. Unless you are 

in a hurry I will wait for an opportunity to send them, as I dare say if 

1 they went by express you would have to pay duty. I wish you v:ould get 

from Shepherd or from the Library my Volume III of Pepper's System, which 

: is among Ross's books. It is bound in morocco; and then the first chance 

you have of anybody coming dorn:1 here send it and the Fagge. I had a de-

lightful visit in Boston and saw Miss McDowell, who is very happy and com­

fortable at the newton Cottage Hospital. Vlalcott asl.:ed after you and still 

seems to have a lingering regret that you are not in Boston. • • 

P. S. By the way, perhaps you will find a?Wng your books my Herard et 

Cornil, la Phthisie. I cannot find it anyv1here. 

~ 
~ I~ Cl\~ }'fk .~~ 1--f'~~ .. ~ - .- i,Y-, ,:;. ~ ~ • (3.-,.._ ...,.,_.. 

'/.A. k J. t4..-J ia ~ [L.. W'n,,1( ~ ~ •~ . 
CAHJ'r,.Ul ,,.. ~ d - -· 

,;._...._.,L 'f,-.- o-..o.l • ~ -,(..,. luc.... i-.::. ~ ~~- .... .,.__ ~ ~ • 

,.. ~ ~~ ~~-;.:~ ~ ~ jh ~ -

• LnLu-. ~~ 

~ h"'~ 
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r George "1. Sternberg aad: been stationed in Baltimore as examiner of re-
-W-'- lltH l...z f..A.-

.-..J &(, ~ "((,c: kw ... ' 
cruits in the late eo•s~~d, QB ncti ed., 1:oo~c e,d:vaR-iage ts wel'k iR Welei,;' s la1"tr-

~M~eap,ing haoteriologi-0&1 tecIDltq~he -ea-ri:r group--of" graduat-e-

, (~~ 
st,,de:At'&r He wa-s succeeded iR the ei:n ls 90' s by Walter Reed, vmo 1 ikewise 

was given permission by the Was~ington authorities to take some post-grad•1ate 

/ 

courses in the Hopkins clinic and laboratories, and there were laid the foun-

dations of the training in bacteriology which first set him to work on yellow 

fl.Q ~~ 
fever, then erroneously ascribed to the bacillus of Sanarelli~aftd- whi:ch led1 

ten years later in Cuba, in connection with John Guiteras, Carroll, and Lazto..r 
~ 

~~ 
to~ epochal discovery of the r6le played by the mosquito in this once-dreaded 

disease.! 

*It was not until twenty years after Reed's demonstrationf of 
the mode of transmission of yellow fever and when the disease had 
come largely under control through sanitary measures alone, that 
Nogouchi of the Rockefeller Institute discovered the bacterial 
agent, an organism beyond the power of vision in the d~ys when 
Sanarelli, Sternberg, Reed and others spent much time in a search 
for the organism with the methods at their command. 

-...._ 

[Dear Dr. 

To G. M. Sternberg fron W. o. 
1 west Fra!Jklin street, 

June 29, 1893. 

Sternberg: Though late, let me offer you my sincere con~atu-

lations on your promotion to the Surgeon Generalship. I had hoped be­

lfore this to be able to call and offer them in person. I see by this 



23 
July-Aug. 
1893 
Aet. 44. 

r morning's 

~ighted 

paper that you have organized your .A:rrey Medical School, and. I am 

to see that you have appointed Dr. Reed to one of the Chairs. 

Reed had a._..,winning personality v.hich made -him so ·great a favourite 

with the early _group at the Hopkins that any success he might attain in 

life would be ' the source of the greatest gratification to them* and this 

*Cf. - "Walter Reed and -Yellow Fever." by Howard A. Kelly. 
• I 

New York, McClure, Phillips & Co., 1906. 

" 
appointment as director of the pathological laboratory of the new Army 

.. 
Medical School was but the forerunner of maJ+Y others subsequently bestowed ) 

upon men who got their training in Welch's laboratory. 

The following note to Ogden, writ ten toward the end of August, tells 

of his summer movements. It was the year of the Columbian Exhibition in 

Chicago, which they had evidently been urged to attend. 

I 

Nobska., Woods' Hole 
~dated] 

Dear H.V.O. Yours of July 12th has been in my handbag to~ long un-

answered. I was very sorry that we could not go to Chicago, particular­

ly as our friends with whom we were to go were very charming and had a 

l delightful house. ) N-en I cannot make ttp Mrs Oslm s mind a'eeat it. She 

i,l).S4.sts that she '1-lJ. neat; ge but I may be aele to :perstmtle her to lea'Ve 

early in Oe4ie~Q.l'. { I w-111 let you know, .should we decide and we would, 

of course, see you. We left Balton the 14th of July, went to Toronto 

stayed 10 days & then I was called away to Wilkesbarre Mountains - case 

of typhoid in a family very near & dear to Mrs Osler. After 10 days 

• • 
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there we returned to Toronto, spent a week & then on to Montreal. I 

took Gwen & Bea for a little trip and last Friday we came on here to 

the Fays', cousins of Mrs o. We ~hen go to Mrs Chapin's at Falmouth 

(a sister in law) & I shall return about Sept. 3th. I cannot make up 
[Co.,.qu.ss] . . . 

rey mind about the Pan-American" I a cr:'e =are ,sl" La ti" A:meri eeEs - but 

I do not like to desert my friends who are in it. You have not been 

away for six months. Do come & spend a week or ten days in the autumn. 

There are three spare rooms in the house & I should like you so much to 

know Mrs Osler. 

The Pan-American Medical Congress, held in Washington early in Sep-

tember on the invitation of the Govermrent in accordance with a Joint re-

solution of Congress, was elaborately organized under twenty-two sections, 

' > 
and Osler as usual iid not desert his friends, for William Pepper it may be 

added was President. The Transactions o:f this Congress were subsequently 

issued by the Government Printing Office in two fat volumes within whose 

covers much excellent work has doubtless been entombed. What is of in-

terest, however, is that Section XXI of the Congress was given over to a 

discussion of Medical Pedagogics - a novel topic for such a gathering. 

-
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The question of proper standards of medical education and the essential 

preparation therefor, was, at the time, on everyone's tongue, and much of the 

discussion revolved around the heretofore unheard-of requirements for admission 

announced by the Johns Hopkins School, to go into effect with their incoming 

first group of undergraduate students. 

J. c. Warren who presided gave a detailed account of the development of 

medical education in the United States, with Harvard as his special text. 

R.H. Crittenden presented a strong claim for physiological chemistry as an 

i !~portant preliminary subject which should emphasize the physiological or 

chemical side of biology as an offset to its morphological or structural side 

to which medical students up to this time had been largely restricted. H. C. 

Ernst ma.de a plea for bacteriology as a specialty rather than as a mere hand-

maid of pathology, and, it may be added, the separation occurred; and now 

after thirty years of divorce efforts are being made to encourage reunion. 

Bayard Holmes from the standpoint of the State universities argued for a short-

ened course with combined B.A. and :1.D. degrees. Arid papers followed by F. c. 

Shattuck, William T. Sedgwick, V. c. Vaughan and w. c. Dabney, in the discus-

sion of which Welch, Osler, Fitz and others participated. 
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The air was surcharged with medical education. Editorials in the jour-

nals at home and abroad were devoted to the subject. Unquestionably the medi-

-cal schoo)s in the Unites States had been hampered by their low admission re- -" 

quirements, by the absence of close union with the branches of learning com-

prising the other faculties of a uni~ersity, b~ being technical schools where 

• chief stress was laid on the art of medicine, and by the absence of endow-

ment which made the remuneration of' the teachers d:epend wholly on the fees 

of the students. Eve~·Vlilliam P~pper had become converted, for in •his in-

augural address to the students the following month at the University of 

Pennsylvania where an obligatory four-year course had just been adopted, he 

referred to the enormity of teaching by lectures and stated that 'the broad 

bas.is of modern medi~al education is the careful training of the individual 

student at the bedside and in the laboratory.' ThtAS Osler's five years in 

Philadelphia were evidently not in vain. 

Meanwhile the group of Hopkins people who by their action had precipi-

tated much of this, ~ere not themselves entirely at ease - :particularly in . 

regard to the question of co-education. 
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Gilman, Osler and I wera not enthusiastic about the coniitions imposed by 
/I 

Miss Garrett~and Miss Thomas in the gift of the 'Women's Memorial Fund' 

which met the announced condition of the Trustees for opening the Medical 

School. My impression is that rteither Osler nor I signed the petition to 

the Trustees for accepting these conditions, and we sympathized with the 
( 

fruitless efforts of Mr. Gilman to induce Miss Garrett to make certain com-

paratively slight, verl:,al alterations in the teems of' the gift. the main 

change which we desired being the substitution of 'equal' or 'equivalent' 

for'same' in specifying the terms for admission and training of women and 

men students, but she would not budge. Still, v.e were so eager to start the 

school Jhat we were glad that the Trustees accepted the gift. As it turned 

out, the embarrassments and difficulties which we feared in the novel venture 

of' coeducation in medicine never materialized. 

"The terms for admission to the Medical School were not the invention of 

~iss Garrett or Miss Thomas, but years ~efore J had set them down in a docu­

ment v-hich Mr. Gilman and the Trustees asked me to prepare soon after I came 

to BalTi.moxe. Miss Garrett got this document through her lawyer, Mr, Gwyn, 

who was an influential trustee of the University. She naturally supposed 

that this was exactly what we wanted. It is one thing to build an education-

al castle in the air at your librar<J table and another to face its actual 

ap1,earance under the existing circumstance. We were alarmed, ard wondered if 

any students would come or could meet the conditions., for we knew that we 

could not. As Osler said: 1tWelch, it is lucky that we get in as professors; 

we never could enter as students.ft 

Of course, as it turned out, Miss Garrett and Miss Thomas were right, 



' and we were wrong. These lofty conditions and standards became a principal 
asset of the . school and we have never desired to change them, while recog­,~ nizing 1 that they are not a mod~l for a national $tandard. 

I 

i 
I 
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helm of the Johns Hopkins School,and probably Welch, Osler and Billings 

had most to do with the program which at this time extended little be-

yond the mere statement of entr.'.l.Ilce requirements. For without any de-

finitely prearrapged curriculum the school in a happy, seemingly hap-

hazard, and rather Southern fashion was allowed to grow and develop from 

year to year. The requirements for admission comprised in addition to 

a bachelor of arts or of science degree a two-years' premedical training 

in biology, chemistry and physics, with a reading knowledge of ~rench 

and German - requirements which few collegiate institutions other than 

the Hopkins itself were prepared to meet, and when it bec3l?le known that 

the entering class consisted of only eighteen studen~s, uhereas the 

teachers distributed through the hospital and laboratories considerably 

outnumbered them, there was doubtless much lifting of eyebrows in medi-

cal circles elsewhere.* 

the School was opened it was curre supposed that 

it Dr 
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of the Surgeon General's Office at that time, and who was ad­

vising the Tnustees in everything concerning the construction 

and organization of the hospital, made an addr~ss in 1877 on 

the proposed Medical School. in which he suggasted that it 

would probabty never have more thap.-'25 in a class, and probably 

would be very many more years before it got so many, These­

cond graduating class w✓32, and the problem now is altogether 

one of limiting t}le numbers. The entrance standard is higher 

--than that o any other medical school in the world." .i:=!J!n 
pa- ~ 't· Abranam Flexner' s testimony before the Royal Commission on Uni-k ty Education, London, 1911. 

But much water had run under the bridge since the exercises at-

tending Gilman's inauguratio:_:_? without an O!"'ning prayer -

a perfectly consist Quaker procedure as H. M. Thomas has pointed 

out Huxley had 1:ropi g,iilyr, stressed the importance for a medical course, 

of preliminary biological and chemical studies which his favourite 

~14.{,,e_.1~- ~J. , . (,..-# pupil H. Newell Martin ha.a. sinee "seen conductl::39ig. 13at:J..J1:~ public was 

becoming adjusted ~o these ideas and to the necessity of a union in 
.,,,,, 

spirit as well as in name between medical schools a.n4 universities, at 

whatever sacrifice. Welch had emphatically emphasized this in an ad-

I 
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t1Jld John Biilings 

' 
tl 

*Some ~dvantages of the Union of ~edical school and \1niver-
sity. Journal of the American Medical Association, Mar. 30, 1889. 

. 
in an article written earlier in the same year* had indicated that this 

higher medical education necessitated a long ani expensive preparation. In 

_presenting a hypothetical example he said: 

~ My young friend whose attention I wish to direct to nedicine as 

a career will have spent five years at a good intermediate school as a 

preliminary to entering the university, which he does when he is a:t>out 

seventeen years old. He spent three or four years at the university, 

four years at the medical school, one and one-half years in tthe hospital, 

and two years in travel and special ~tudies. ~en, therefore, he is 

ready to begin work he will be about twenty-eight years old, and his 

education, living, books, etc., will have cost about eight thousand 

dollars from the time he entered the university. 

less, but tnis is a fair average estimate. 

It can be done for 

To these beginnings may be traced our present educational quandaries 

for this program has widely come into effect, the only difference being 

that Billings placed the age of entering college two years lower than the 



average, so that his hypothetical young friend would be tn.irty rather 

than twenty-eight when ready to begin the practice of an arduous profes-

sion,the first years of which are apt to be years of patie-nt drudgery. 

'1/-But Billings and his colleagues had something else in mind than the aver-

age medical aspirant, na.~ely. the training of selected men as , teachers 

and investigators. And though they did not come under Osler's inmediate 

influence until two years later, probably no group of medical students 

ever started their education with more brilliant prospects or had more 

~-,;:,_,~ 
devoted attention paid to them than the small gFeup-\\ho entered the Hop-

kins School in this fall of 1893. They started in very simply, these 

½ J.I u:;;., 
first seoen'bee;r;i., three of whom were women, and were it not too gt·eat a 

" 
c,,.11.s,..c,.... • digression it would be interesting to learn WB:e:Poe they had come {::1:r.m. 

and what happened to them, one and all, during as well as after their 

~ zk~~cc fifbc= fr;__-, e.," 1 I 
four years' c~urse~for several of them made notable contributions tc 

medicine even before graduation and their sub&aquent careers show what 

may be done with a small group of students under equally favourable cireum-

stances. It must have been.....something of a shock to find themselves 

planted in the unpretentious factory-like building which Mall the ana-
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tomist and Abel the pharmacologist the11 occupied*, and to find that they were 

*Physiology was then taught in the university laboratory 
1 'a.cross town' by w. H. Howell,~twell 11Iartin' s f&=w:o'tll:Fito pupilnvho 
/~d been recalled fran Harvard. :Poor 1lartin's scientific career, 
~ full of brilliant promise ended at about this time. 

not going to be stuffed with knowledge previously acc1.1IDUlated but were to be 

given plenty of opportunities to acquire wisdom for themselves - but this is 

a side-issue from Osler. 

Until it was time for these students t .o finish their course the house . 
' 

tJLt,•utA-d.b~ . 

positions were filled 'by ,;.;;;ung men, graduates of other schools• a picked group 

/ 
from Toronto successively holding posts on Osler's staff - the last of whom, 

/ 

sometime later, was John Mccrae the solcy_er-poet and pathologist \vho later be-

came Ada.mi's assistant at McGill. lit was a happy and inti:rrate family, and by 

the students the three heads of departments: Welch, Osler and Halsted, were 

soon nicknamed 'Popsey' , 'The Chief' , and. 'The Profess or. ' Outsiders 1crune 

to complain that the Hopkins group was a 'Society for Mutual Admiration,' and 

if this rmy be taken to mean that good lf.eeling, friendliness, charitabL,mess 

and helpfulness :prevailai - enviable qualities enough in schools mere they 
I 

wer~ less in evidence - the epithet was not misplaced. Nor could other than 
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happiness and good feeling have :prevailed in a group of which 'The Chief' 

made one • 

..t s&~ i:u.&vi.taiale tihat a leng established eonnnwzi1iy eheuld be-eome 

~auvaniatjc, au~ .. there is no gainsaying that the university and hospital 

' bearing the name of its none too greatly beloved founder, was looked U[)On 
( ½,!'.?,attcwaw;;;!;; 74i.i'3"t.tZ1w ltt; tr;_ """'6- cl_,.._ ,;k (?:,~....., iv).., ,n"";,,~ ~ lrrt:..U· ~. 

~ ~-__,'n"ri::-➔m-'l"ni:rn ct~J..,.7t ~ • somewhat ask.a.nee during these early ye&:r i am thi--s WM not l1elped by .t'll'.e 

........._ 
fact that. a far-seeing Board of Trustees bad seen fit to impcrt strangers 

' --
ts - and with few exceptions northerners at / 

that. But chosen with l:Ir. 

erg'etic and public-spirited men, not only eminent in the spective callings 

but sufficiently cosmopolita.~ to merge themselves in the cammmity an~-

fll6"e it with new life. 

~he medical profession, perhaps more than others, guards its local · 

peroga,tives with jealousy. There were already five medical schools in 

the city, 'resulting', as has been said somewhat cynically, 'in the divi-

sion of the profession into as many hostile calllPs, all the members of 

which extended any remaining hostility to the Hopkins institutions.' 
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But largely through Osler's personal charm and likableness this feeling 

was entirely overcome, factions were brought together, hostility vanished, 

all sharing alike in the reputation b,eing built up for Baltimore as 

a great medic~l centre, and there is little wonder that his departure 

--t-~ 
fifteen years later was looked upon as a civic calamity which roused a 

wail of lamentation. 

He had sent Thayer abroad for a period of study this fall, which threw 

some added responsibility on his shoulders, and he was probably, at this 

ti'T1e, working over the chapters he had promised for the second volume of 

Pepper's Text-book. Meanwhile he was looking forward to a period of 'brain 

dusting' for himself the following sum.~er, as the next letter shows. 

S&Rafe~ "'8:B PPosiEloftt ef Q::R.~ of 1i'h:e seeUons of th~ irithl:l. Ass ooiaii on, 

~OF iis 1094. mooting. 

~o Prof, Edwards.Schafer from W, o. 
1 West Franklin St. 

Oct. 3, '93 

Dear Schafer The invitation of the Executive Committee of the B.A.A.S. 
-

came I suppose throueh you. I hope to be at the meeting. Our intention 

is to leave on the 26th of May for Paris direct, and shall reach London 

about the middle of July. If you think it would be of interest, I might 
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present a short pa_:'er at your section on "The Significance of Leucocy-

tosis." 
( 

Have you seen anything of Mart in? He left for London about 

ten weeks ago. As you have perhaps heard he has had a sad break up -

domestic worri::,~eath, alcohol.~ He resigned last Summer and 

I hoped that six months at a quiet place, 

cure the habit, but it recurred, He 1eft 

control, would 

in good spirits & after 

a month in one of the private rooms at ~he Hospital he was better than 

he had been for months. Love to all at home~ SNlcere1y~, 

--wJD C~ler. 

It was in the fall of this year that Charcot died and before the ✓ 

Historical Club Osler gave an account of him which he thus introduced: 

Now and again there is given to medicine a man whose life and work 

an .enduring impression, and who, escaping the thralls of nationalism, 

becomes a oosmopoHtan teacher and leader. The latter half of this c~ntury 

has had only three or four such men: Lister in Great Britain, Virchow and 

Koch in Germany, Pasteur in France - men w~o have revolutionised medicine 

by brilliant discovaries and by the introduction of new methods, and who 

have moulded anew our works and ways, and have widened the horizon of our 

thoughts. In this select circle, by virtue of extraordi?S,ry labours, the 

suffrages of our Guild, the world over, had placed Jean-Martin Charoot, 

death on August the 16th has been so universally deplored.* 

./ 

i "Jean-Martin Oharcot." Memorial Notice by Professor Osler. Johns 
toti - ( Hopkins Hospital Bulletin, Septt., 1893, 4, 87-8. 
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Some or these wDrds were prophetic of the positio~ he was rapidly coming 

to hold hif-1Se].f, and that without brilliant discoveries but merely .as the most 

\ 

greatly beloved as well as the most cosmopolitan of all teachers and leaders 

the profession has lmown. For if he introduced no new methods to revolution-

ize medicine he did much to help revolutionize the clin-ical teaching of medi-

1 

cine; though for two years more he had to put up with the 'dry husks of pos~-

graduate instruction.' 

J)uring this fall term his six carefully prepared lectures on 'The Diag-

nosis of Abdominal Tumours,' subsequently collected and published (1895) in 

" 
book forfu,* were delivered before the post-graduates, the last of them on 

.r 
/*Published also in the New York Medical Hournal, 1894 • 
........ 

0 Turnours of the Kidney" having been given December 26th. He restricted him­
, 

self to the report of sixty-seven cases, many of the111 most unusual ones, 

which had been ad.mi tted to the hospital during the course of the year. The 

- fira.._t twenty-four cases were examples of gas.trio tumour, and it must be re-

called that in the early '9)'s these conditions had hardly begun to be turned~ 
/ 

• 
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over to the surgeon, and then only with misgivings, fully justified in view 

of the advanced condition which the disease had oftenJeached before it was 

recognized. Osler's intent, evidently, was to compare so far as possible 

for the benefit 01 the graduate students the provisional clinical diagnoses 

and subsequent findings either at autopsy or at operation; and although the 

-1ectures are historicaj.Jy interesting and admirably presented, it '2 suffice * c.tawJ t"fi ( WU1l. M<.c4-iZ. t,(-..(_ ~ t.-,r-I I~ ~ ~""'- f 
to quote ~agraphi~ In the introduction of is £irst lecture, he says: 

( In the diagnosis of abdominal Bishop Butler's maxim that 

I 'probability is the rule of s particularly true . and the cocksureness 

of the clinical 
I 

I closures of the 
l -

o formerly had to dread only the mortifying dis­

roorn, is now wisely tempered when the surgeon 

can so prgmpt'ly and safely decide upon' the nature of an obscure case. 

oncludes his last lecture three months later, as follow-a: 

In the series of cases which we have studied together you have had many 
:# 

1 illustrations of how far the reasonable probability of Bishop Butler will 

carry the clinical physician in his endeavours to determine the nature of 

an abdominal tumour. 
,, 

You will have noticed in how many cases the surgeon 

(C 

(?",4~,:..t-4· IL- rt.. ~ b ~ ,, ~ tr;_ '"""'...: j l!N fJ &...lk ~ 
~~ t,-(,....., ~ /i.;- lL~ • 
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made it a certainty, not, unhappily, in diagnosis only, but also in progno­

sis. But desperate cases require desperate remedies, ,and in no single in­

stance were the chances of a patient damaged by the exploratory incision. 

Amid many pleasnt memories of Berlin, just tw~nty years ago this session, 

none recur more persistently than those associated with that true Asolepiad, 

Ludwig Traube, who, sdding probity to learning, sagacity; and humanity, 

reached the full atature of the Hippoora.tean physician. When ackll_~wledging 

some error he would say - often in a soft, meditative manner, as if gently 

reproaching himself - Have we carefully observed all the facts of too case? 

Yes. Did ,the art permit of a judgment on the facts under consideration? Yes. 

Did we reason correctly upon the data before us? No. Wi r haben n"icht 

richtig gedaoht. And with these significant words - may they long echo in 

your ears1 - let us close the exercises of the session.• 

/ 
{ *"Abdominal Tumours.,. D. Appleton & Co., New York, 1895. 

,s 
One may read between the iines of the-s-e quotationp something of his 

relation to surgeons and surgery. At this time (1893), as may be reaalled, 

. 
appendicitis was still largely regarded as a medical disorder, the surgery 

of the gall-bladder had scarcely begun, whereas the stomach and the duodenum 

fa., ~ 
~surgical fields almost unexplDred. The sections of his text-book deal-

ing with therapeutics, cri ties had regarded as the v,eakest portions of the_ 

volume, and his courageously ex2ressed views upon the futility of m..-my of 
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the drugs in canmon usage had been termed nihilistic. 
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Perhaps because of 

this, perhaps because of his powers of visualizing disease gained through 

his wide experience in the post-mortem room, he was far more tolerant than 

So ~_., 

most of his contemporaries with the Jsurgica.l invasion of the long-time pro-

vince of internal medicine which took place during the next twenty years. 

He knew surgeons well, and their particular point of view, and it has been 

sa.id of him that few physicians have ever shown better surgical jud.gment, 

nor had a more instinctive and certain knowledge of the proper moment for 

surgical intervention. 

T year ended with hi\ual Christmas 

of :parents~ nsfolk in To~ 

l'dlj If , 
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There are scraps of letters which give a fail-\t idea':➔.e his literary and 

professional activities during this year. 

'Po H. V. Ogden from w.o. 
No. 1 West Franklin St. 

Jan. 23, 1894. 

Dear Ogden:- ·m am due in Chicago on Wednesday, Feb:ruary 7th, to attend a 

committee about the Association of American Medical Colleges. If I gave 

you Thursday evening in Milwaukee I could get back, I suppos~,- in time on 

Friday to take the Limited, as I must be here on Saturday. I should be 

very glad to meet some of the boys at a quiet little dinner - not too many 

of them of course; just some .of your special friends. 

When vii 11 you have your paper on al~pt onuria ready? Davis I know 

will be delighted to have it, and carefully studied cases are so rare that 

it would make a very satisfactory communication.~, 

A constant worker and writer hims~lf, he rarely failed to spur on his 

\ friends and pupils into productivity; and he dogged Ogden about this subject 

of alcaptonuria in letter after letter until it was written up and published. 

Some one of his pupils has said that much as he delighted in getting a postcard 

from 'The Chief' it was not an unalloyed pleasu~e for it usually contained a 

memorandum which meant a lot of work for someone. But his own ~en set an 

example an~ his juniors needed little prodding to get out their reports. 
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To H. A. Lafleur from VI, o. 

Feb . 
1894 

1 West Franklin st., 
Baltimore, Feb. 10, •94. 

Dear Lafleur:- The highly-scented second volume of the American Text-

book of Medicine* is here, and I will take the first opportunity of sending 

/" The articles in this, Pepper's second volume, which Osler 
had been working on the year before, represented 64 very care­
fully__ worked-over printed pages. The first section "On Diseases 

._of the Suprarenal Capsules and Ductless Glands" compared to its 
pres-ent-day extent represented a very small subject including 
only the thymus, thyroid and adrenal. The second and larger 
section, on "Dia.eases of the Blood" was a subject then being 
intensively studied, and one which Osler's experience made him 
particularly fitted to generalize upon . iH e~e a wePk. Itt a 
lil:c-view of the uol't:fflle signed -11-E.Y.B.", Os-la.l:!..s c.bapt-ers OB the­

I bloea. came in !Or' ap:,cia.1 et iHeism. ('?') 

it. You might let me know if you hear of a chance. 

Things go on much the same here. In a few days you will have our 

Typhoid Fever Report,* in which you will recognize a number of old friends. 

r.u,.,., .,,/ .. " -&.. "'The "Typhoid Fever Report" r9pJ:"iS9;a.tea a collection of 
, ght papers, four of them his o~n - a matter of 90 printed 

1,- 0 $ 1>• p ges. In the mere interesting of the 'three tuberculosis 
:,,,,- pamphlets' he made a strong plea for the registration of pul­

monary tuberculosis. 

Hewetson and Thayer are working hard at the malaria material. 

I send you three tuberculosis pamphlets. In that Toxaemia case there 

was a serious error of omission, as there was no tuberculosis of the cere-

system. Mrs. Osler sends kind regards. 

indeed, was coming to be much called upon, not only for his head 

and heart but for his willing pen, and it doubtless explains the character of 



Spring 
1894 

his correspondence, for abundant though it -was in amount,1it grew, as his 

obligati.ons fo~ more serious writing increased,(to be more and more laconic i.&-

~ttd:ied brevlt~. Thus, a note at this time to Dr. William Pepper~mose re-

signation from the position he had held for thirteen years as Provost had been 

ma.de public the~ day before in a remarkable letter to the Trustees of the 

University of Pennsylvania, reads as follows: 

1 West Franklin st. 
4-25-94 

Dear Pepper Glad & ·sorry that you have resigned, but you have done your 

share. A thou and congratulations on the splendid work you have accom­

plished. Yours ever, wm Osler. 

Another example of his brevity is given in the appendix of an address 

delivered by Weir Mitchell in this same year.* Dr. Mitchell had sent out a 

*Journal of Nervous & Mental Diseases, July 1894, xxi, 413. 

questionnaire to a number of physicians for an expression of opinion on the 

existing conditions in the asylums for the insane in America - their present 

faults and changes to be recormnended. Most of the replies covered one or two 

printed pages. Osler wrote as follows, probably on a postcard,~- o... rn..,:C~l,u.._ 

~ ~ ~ R~ ~"".; .:i &ry,~ . 
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~ration of executive and professional functions. 

~ assistants trained in modern psychological and Ja, t hol o-

gical methods. --- Yours, w.o. 

Osler, hmvever ;'4:1en :eeeesscaJ could get a great deal more than this 

on a postcard - as could also Egerton Y. Davis, - a favourite ready-at-hand 

medium of correspondence for both of them as has been pointed out. The fol-

lowing, postmarked rrarch 27 of this year, was scribbled to H. P. Bowditch, 

doubtless when E.Y.D. had a.risen from the lone breakfast he was accustomed to 

share with a book at 7.30 a.m. Osler himself, as may be recalled: was a 

teetotaler, but E.Y.D. perhaps held different views. 

1 Wewt Franklin st. 

Dear B owdi t eh That Committee of, & on, drink & drinks & part icula,rly that 

section of it with which you a.re concerned, viz. on the deaths from much 

drink, would do well to investigate the effects immediate & remote of the 
8~ 
&:sl i:10 Congress spree. I am reminded of it this am at breakfast (Ham & 

eggs again!) by my friend Mr Pluta.rch who in his life of Alexander gives an 

account of a rattling old drunk in vm.ich "Prorna.chus drunk four measures of 

wine & carried off the crovm but survived it only 3 days." Forty three of 

the guests died! Love to the family all. Yours ever 

Egert on Y. Davis 



This postcard alludes to the Cormnittee of Fifty which had been organized 

~ <:ltd ~ ~ m ,.,;.,,._ / 
the year before for the purpose of accumulating some dependable facts regarding 

.../II 

the liquor problem. Four subcommittees had been appointed to consider (1) the 

physiological, (2) the legislative, (3) the economic, and (4) the ethical side 

of the question. Of the first of these subcommittees John S. Billings was 

Chairman and H.P. Bowditch one of the members, and Osler among many others who 

~~ oc."-'o..lu, 
were not ~ i:ectlt members of the original cormnittee had been called upon fre­

" 

quently for their advice regarding the investigations in progress. Osler knew 

~,~ 
well enough that it was a serious investigation. ~ 1 t was M'Connachie that ma.de 

/\ 

him appear trivial. ______ _,,) 

~at~ really 
~\-\,2..1,. C......d. ~ 

felttabout1alcohol, which as a physician he almost never 

prescribed, is shovm in a note acknowledging a reprint of a :paper dealing vdth 

the evil effects of drink which he had received from a friend in the South. 

~ ~ : 
He wrote on tae usual ri-es~cax'Ei.: "That was a good address but you are a 1i ttle 

hard on Bacchus who after all is a pretty good fellow - when sober. 
If w.o. 
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He was beginning to suffer the penalty of his position, his popularity, 

and literary ability, by being called upon for frequent public addresses which, 

in the midst of his more serious professional work he somehow found time to 

~ 
prepare. Though he sometimes fretted under these tasks, he formd it hard to 

~ refuse an appeal. There were ~ of these addresses during the following twelve 

months~ -f'he first, on the appeal of Sternberg the Surgeon General,~ given 

on February 24th a.at tba close g;f tl:l:eiP fg1w roont:bs' s'ission before the 

students of the Army Medical School1 in whose laboratories~ as has been 

told, Walter Reed was at work. This may have h:elfed to influence.thim. ~ 

il¼ aeeep~ing the iR~it3ti9R, ~Qt he was always ready to lend himself 

when his spoken word was 1i .ely to be of help; and the etP:a~littg Medical 

Cbrps of the Army, then as now, needed the moral ·support of the pro-

fession at large, a:£- ;vhicli Osier was coming to. be the mes t sougnt-aft"er 

_sf)Ok9$IMU..,.. 

He chose as his title "The Army Surgeon"* and spoke in eell ehosen wo1d::s 

~Reprinted as No. IV in "ADqnanl.mi tas and Other Address es," 
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of the jeaning and methods of work - 'the value of experience is not in seeing 

much but in seeing wisely' - and he pointed out wherein existed the oppcrtuni-

ties of research for members of the medical corps even though stationed in re-

mote army posts, provided one followed the maxim of the Sage of Chelsea. He 

pointed o:~at 'permanence of residence, good undoubtedly for the pocket, is 

not always best for wide mental vision in the physician,' and quoted Sir 

Thomas Browne's words regarding the nimble and conceited heads that never look 

beyond their nests and plume themsleves on light attainments. 

Fortunate it is for you tbat the service in one place is never long 

enough to let the roots strike so deeply as to rrake the process of trans­

plantation too painful. i:Jyself a peripatetic, I knON what i:t is to bear 
. . 

the scars of parting from comrades and friends, scars which sometimes ache 

as the memories recur of the days which have flown and of the old :familiar 

faces which have gone. 

~ 
And after much good and stimula tin~ ad~ic

1
e he 8fld;f with t~e ~ of 

Beaumont,~ Almfis St, ~ told to7tudents}v:n=in.M-sMe:etre&l 

J,,q~ory ho io •o use lik<mtse 00! another occasiwr fl,<. Ell>a,>ter lXI, 

-l?• ,", l90m ,/,f a man who amld circumstances the most imfavourablo saw his 

opportunity and was quick to graop the skirts of happy chance. ' In all 
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this he had in mind the arni;v surgeon in times ·of peace, unconscious that the 

young men before him '"~re destined ~wenty years later to be divisional sur-

geons serving in France, and he himself an honorary Colonel and Consultant 

in a war undreamed of, in which bullets were to be more numerous than bacilli. 

~ 0- e....,,..,.- ........ ~ ,,~ ,~- .,,.___,__ ~ Early in the spring :g,9 B9Wa wol'il. to Ogden, 11:We sa:il on Mey 24th en the Ool 

10-ln.j,~, '°'~; 
i:unbia foP r~m e I shall iJe f.oO.t- or five weeks a:nd. then gG on to E.tl.gJ:and.. 

~~-~ 

I have already made a number of corrections for a new edition of my text-book ,u.-

~r my contract calls for a tr~ennial revision. I shall be very glad indeed 

to have your list of corrections. I send you some typhoid rnterial k>rinted} 

which may be of interest. ',Vhen is that paper of yours to come out?" But 

,~ his own work was in arrears, as he indicates in ~l' of May 17th to Lafleur: 

Billings wed 
to send of 

/ We have postponed our sailing to July 12th, on the F~rst Bismark. 
We had taken passage for next week, but I have three or four things un­
finished that would have spoiled my holiday, so that I decided it would 
be better to postpone it, and then stay a little later in the autumn. 
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With the exception of a week in June, vihi~h I shall spend in Boston, 

I shall be at home nO\v until we sail, and I wish you would come dovm and 

spend a week here. You could run overt~ Uashington every da~ =--:;;?• 

Why shouldn't you come 4e\ffl to the meeting ·of the Congress? You will see 

see a number of old friends, and it will be very pleasant. 

, . lfii? 
Among the things un:inished were possibly an import~ address entitled 

"The Leaven of Science" delivered four days later, on May 21st, at the open-

,..., 
ing of the Wistar Institute of Anatomy in Philadelphia. This institution, 

since so well known, was founded by General Isaac J. Wistar a member of the 

Biological Club, in memory of his grand-uncle Caspar Wistar, one of the 

most notable of the famous succession of anatomists at the University of 

Pennsylvania School - Physick, Shippen, Wistar, Dorsey, Horner, Gibson and 

°1'"'0-trtf"--1 'iA,../t11---- 1 ~ --- ~ ~---'--- - -- --.. 
Leidy. U wa& an oomircl:ls aa:tire:s:s,"(ornJ:· wJ:J.ich he roust h:ave tEli'i:e:r:i. sreat 

C ~{;",,L 0>Vr"o-V­

Subsequently ~his 
&c"' ~ • 

collected addresses: 

.__ ~ 

pains, ffflt:t he t-t:ttns ft em a eulogittm of those men ot{ o a discussion of anatomy 

4,o~,L 

and its place in medical science, weaving his account around a story tola of 

Barclay the English anatomist, of the reapers, the gleaners, and finally of 

the geese w.ho still continue to pick up a few scattered grains among the 
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s tubble. ~ning to Pepper, t-he Fiov osb- who was to lay down his duties a 

a,.,t .,.,,.., ""- ~ -- ,H .,_._4 'o"' r/i:... ~....f"""AL Nu,.,1.- 111w ~", , ~ wto-~--'-- ; 

month ~ lre closed wi tn tJiese line-s-. 

One of the many fertile fancies of the 'laughing philosop 

a happy anticipation again of an idea peculiarly modern, was that of 

the influence upon us for weal or woe of Externals, oft idola, 

images, and effluences which encompass us - of Externa s upon which 

so much of our happiness, yes, so much of our every aracter depends. 

The trend of scientific thought in this, as in the atomic theory, 

has reverted to the Sage of Abdera; and if envir 

much, how al}-important a feature in education 

really means so 

the nature of 

these encompassing effluences. This magnific t structure, so admir -

ably adapted to the prosecution of that science from which modern thought 

has drawn its most fruitful inspirations, gives 

already exhilirating milieu of this University. 
/ 

the 

Here at last, and 

largely owing to your indomitable energy, Mr. Provost, are gathered all 

the externals which make up a Schola ma.jor worthy of this great Com-

monwealth. Vlha.t, after all, is education but a subtle, slowly-affectei 

change, due to the action upQn us of the Externals; of the written re­

cord of the great minds of all ages, of the beautiful and harmonious 

surroundings of nature and of art, and of the lives, good · or ill, of 

our fellows - these alone educate us, these alone mould the developing 

minds. Within the bounds of this carg.pus these inn uences will lead suc­

cessive generations of youth from ::na.triculation in the college to gradu­

ation in the special school, the complex, varied influences of Art, of 

Science, and of Charity; of Art, the highest development of which can 
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only come with that sustaining love for ideals which 'burn bright or dim 

as each are mirrors of the fire for which all thirst'; of .Science , the cold 

logic of which keeps the mind independent and free from the toils •Of self­

deception and half-knowledge; of Charity, in which we of the medical pDo­

fession, to walk worthily, must live and move and have our being. 
' 

s~ 
That the address was far from the peri'unctory ~ with which audi-

ences are often afflicted on such occasions, is evident from a letter written 

to him by Alfr_ed Stille, then in his eighty-second year, in which he says: 

And 

~ In looking back over my professional life I think that the best 

I teachers were th~se who were most successful in rat sing .students out of 

the pit of short-sighted utilitarianism, and helping them to stand upon 

_hill-tops that commanded a survey not only of the present but of the 

past and the probable future. For such teaching to be profitable, students 

'must enter upon their professional studies with a clear understanding 

that the medicine of today is the child of the past and the father of 

. that which shall be hereafter; and it seems to me that such is the spirit 

~ ovm thoughts. 

I~~~- a,--U...--f.a...e. ~~&Jvj, 
San Francisco" wrote: 

Tro·ano dictus says: Arcus enim et statuas aras 

tas: your eulogy of 

prevails as much in our time 

hasten to bury and forget the 

Wistar and Leidy_is an exception to what 

in the days of Pliny Junior. The young 

. Fortunately one occasionally hears 
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still to quote from - sunt honores 
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in such words 

nihil flammis, nihil 

The ~ Triennial Congress of American Physicians and Surgeons, to 

which he referred in ~ / let_ter to Lafleur, met in Washington a few days 

later - May 29th to June 1st. It was not unlike other gatherings of the 

sort, with addresses and papers before the various special societies, with 

dinners and receptions,one of them at the White House - it was during 

Grover Cleveland's term. Washington, like other places indeed, is at its 

6 '"!!::. very best the last wee~ in May, and so it was this year even though its , , 

legislati.ve halls were wrangling over the 'trusts' and Coxe:v's arrrw was 

threatening to descend upon thern. Moreover, there was a doctor in the 

Senate - at least he had had a course in a homeopathic medical school - who 

'i-""' .,.,,,-; .... .,, ... 7 
was ~n the eve of ma.king trouble for the profession, ~Gave loR a succession 

_ o:f' antivivisection bills.,waP~ i;r:i;t;rod1icad or at least father-ed by Senato:i;. 

GaJ.Hnser, a::ns.. one e:f'~~~:i.ly ciefeated by a na...10,t ma;rgin, 

Alfred L. Loomis of New York who was President of the Congress nade •an.1-

mal experimentatiori the subject of his presidential address*, and a resolu-

--l:'The Influence of Animal Experimentation on 11edical Science." 
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tion was introduced before the Congress by William H. Welch protesting against 

a:ny legislation tending to interfere with the advancement of medicine by 

means of experimentation conducted by properly qualified persons. Welch, 

indeed, int:voduced resolutions of this ldnd befcre a g-ceat number ,of medical 

and scientific societies, and when the most serious test ca~e four years 

later, ha bore,. as will be told, the chief burden of so organizing public 

fe.,.,,ly 

opinion tha~ Gallinger•s bill was defeated. 

I 

/ 
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11u..... W>z._ Dlo.< Jtwz.,,; o.-y--1 ..:.. ;...,..,..,. o -..J.. ½:fc--1,.,/.,.,.-
~ar.gument-, that could not be advanced at this time for it was a yea..i.· 

• I ~-~,,,... 
too early for returns , 1'18:S that re~diBg the successful elaboration of 

~ l,.u,... ~c...(_ ~u~,.,..,,e-_,/ 

antitoxins against diphtheria and tetanus,., tor bfl:eI e ,vasJ gre_at enthusiasm 

6etil ... ;,1~ 
at-4-llis time e~er Billi=e&'s dieee¥ery;for diphtheria was prevalent and 

hopes were raised that a boundless field for serum therapy was about to 

~ / 
It was thought to be the beginning; of 

a new era in treatment of infectious diseases and in the curing of epi-

~ -
demics one of which, bubonic plague, was raging at this1time in Southern 

China.* 

*It was in connection with this epidemic, to investigate 
which Kitasato had been sent by the Japanese Government, that 
the discovery, of the specific organism "ftas 1:car.i:91 iJ,-Ro.,L&A. 

(... Lvr...~ 

d11s.o 
This June saw the end. of' the first year of' the Hopkins Medical Sch-0.ol, 

• and though another twelve mon:tihs elapsedbefore the students come directly 

under Osler•s tutelage he was prevailed upon by his friend Chadwick of 

Boston to attend a meeting of the Harvard Medical Alumni Association held 

7o ,, 
toward the end of June, shortly b_efore his sailing, anysay something regard-
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ing their Baltimore programme. His informal remarks were taken down and 

appeared unedited in print.* Apparently after making sane _apologies for 

C . *Bulletin Harvard Medical .A.lunmi Association, 1894, No. 7, 
~ 39-45. 

the length of the course their requirements demanded, and suggesting 

that an arrangement lDight cane to pass similar to that in existence in 

Cambridge, England, whereby the preclinical studies _would come to be re-

garded as proper subjects counting for an academic degree, Osler contin-

ued in lighter vein to consider another way in which the Johns Hopkins 

School differed from others. This, his second point, was: 

•• • an extremely delicate one, - namely, 

coeducation. It has wrung your witurs· he:re to some slight extent. 

When I parted from nu pl'9ceptor, he gave me a copy of the Apocrypha, 

on the title-page of which he wrote, "Jlh,en a woman woos, what woman's 

son will sourly leave her till she bath prevailsl ?" Now, while on 

principle I am opposed to coed'\°atian, gaided as I hav, always been by 

the .t,;pocrypba and my prece_Ptor, I was warmly in favour of it particularly 

when the ladies came forwp.rd with half a million dollars. You know, 
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Of course, that this was of:tered to H.arVard Medical School, and that 

President Eliot and the late Dean struggled over the otter a good deal. 

We had but one serious opponent in Johns Hopkins, - Dr. Councilman, 'Who, 

brought up in theological schools, a.Di w.l. th a strong theological bias, 

was opposed most thoroughly to coeducation, and would have nothing to do 

with it. Accordingly, we nade a bargain With President Eliot am Dr. 

Bawa.itch. We took the money, and you took the man. • t:tm,;l;en,•i.,) we 

have coeducation Without Ooimcilman, and you get Councilman without 

coeducation • . All our plan.a succeeded, am everything went smoothly and 
I 

nicely and quietly. The Board of Laa.y supervisors arranged With 

President Gilman and Dr. Welch, the Dean, that Minerva Medioa should not 

be the presiding goddess, - she was not good enough, - · but that the elder 

Aphrodite, the motherless daughter of Uranus, should be installed as the 

presiding genius of the School. Under her there would be l<;>yal devotion 

to truth, to science, and to work. The younger Aphrodite, the daughter 

of Dione and Jupiter, was banished, and ordered not to be seen within the 

halls. . ~:t•ii@• t ffiJ 

When you go age.inst :nature, you. fail utterly. I come here to-day 

with tears in rrw eyes am sorrow at ~ heart to tell you that coeducation 

has proved a.n absolute failure, from the elder Aphrodite's standpoint. 

When I tell you that thirty-three and a third per cent. of the lady 

students admitted to ...,the first year of the Medical Faculty of' the Johns 

Hopkins University &-e, at the end of one short session, to be zmi.rried. 

is a failure. If we lose thirty-three am a third per cent. at the 
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of the first session where will the class of lady students be at the 

end of the fourth?* In all other respects coedt1eation is a great success. 

~ 
of the very 1aJ"'ge 

in the irst 

Th:ey sailed for England July 12th,and from London, where rooms were 

taken at 40 Clarges Street, he writes his assistant, W. S. Thayer. 

To W, s. Thayer from W. o. 
24th lJuly1 

r;;ear Thayer r I see the Sydenham Soc. has issued the monographs of Mar­

, chiafava & Bi gnani & Mannaber g ~ with the plat es. I wil 1 ask about the 

i cost of reproduction We are comfortably settled at above address & 

are enjoying London immensely. After all it is the world. We had a uelight­

ful voyage, not a moments uneasiness. The Robin Robbs dined with us on 

Sunday. They have been honeymooning at Cliveden forsooth? with the Astors, 

Robin now takes a 7,75 Lincoln & Bennett, has double soles on his ~hoes & r~-r 
wears 8J!\ eye glass. They left on Monday for Paris Mitchell is he.re. & 

a great success. In the profession I have onlyseen a few of my friends 

as we do not wish to begin a round of -dinners I go to Bristol next 

Tuesd"o' & on to Falmouth . I send you a St·-~s, the frontispiece ~lease 

show Krafft-Ebing ~ 'twill interest him. ,-~ope you are not burdened 

with work, Love to all the boys. T~ll Billings I have not yet seen 

the Ords. I shall go there tomorrow. Send.me word now & again how-every-

thing is progressing. Mrs Osler sends love to .all. Yours ever..-

-------~ -• 

W. 0: 

• 
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Dear Thayer Yours & the book came this am. 
Monday 

Summer . 
1894 

Thanks I wi 11 ask for es-

tima.tes~on the plates. We have been enjoying London so much - theatres 
-

dinners etc. I have not seen many Drs~ excep~ at the Comitia. of the 

Rd P and at the dinner in the eve. They put me next to the president 

who pumped me- ~ry about our work. Dear old Wilks too has~ great idea 

of the future of the Hopkins. I have been at Gowers' for several even­

ings. He is much better tho still a little excitable. I went with 

Horsley to a private operation on Friday. He took out a dural sarcoma 

about the size of h~s fist which had been growing for 15 years &'had 

caused fits supposed by a long series of neurologists to be truly Epilep-

tic .. 

. I distressed to hear of Harry Thomas. The apices seemed clear 

when I exami 

left side. 

he had some 

a.go. There was a pleural friction on the 

in his former attack of pleurisy with effusion that 

crackles at the left maimna.ry region but I thought 

them pleuritic. I am going tomorrow with Blackad.er, Roddick, Stewart_ & 

De Schweinitz to the B.M.A. at Bristol & then on to Falmouth. 

on the 8th to Oxford & after that to the sea for a fortnight. 

We go -

Then to 

Paris for a week. & back here again. -i.et me know if I can get you any­

thing. I will write H.T. at the Adirondacks. Poor fellow it seems very 

cruel, just as he is getting on so nicely & developing so well. Love to 

Barker & all the boys Yours 
w. o. 
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The British Medical Association met in. Bristol the first week in August 

and there Osler with Hale•White and others participated in a symposium on 

the general subject of pyrexia (fever) and its treatment.* This meeting 

"'Unpublished. Probably formed the basis .of his paper 
"Hyparpyrexia in Typhoid Fevern before the Johns Hopkins Medical 
Society a yeay later. 

wa~ immediately follo,~d by another and far more distinguished gathering 

in Oxford of the British Association for the Advancement of Science. It ; 

was a memorable ocq___asi-en, chiefly because Huxley who only the year before 

had given the R~.. Lectur.e on "Evolution and Ethics" from the same 

pl~tform, was again in the Sheldonian Theatre. But th~ circumstances 

were very different from those when· in 1860 at the last meeting in Oxford 

of the same Association ne had rebuked Wilberforee. The Marquis of Salis-

bury, the Chancellor of the Yniversity, presided and in his opening ad-

dress dwelt somewhat sarcastically on the revolt against Aristotle by the 

growing sciences of observati-on, ani in :t:egard to evolution stated that 

b trre laity may be excused for returning a verdict of • not proven~ upon 

the wider issues the Darwinian School had raised/I Huxley, who had been 

• 
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engaged to second the customary vote of thanks for the address,sat through 

it, it is said, tapping his foot -but, a.she subsequently wrote, resisted 

temptation and 'conveyed criticism in the form~f thanks.' 'ff-As inter-

ested spectators the Oslers sat in a little pulpit-like place in the Shel-

donian and listened to these exchanges, little dreaming how familiar the 

scene was to booome spme day when instead of being guests in rooms at 

the Clarendon Hotel they were to become most abundant hosts on similar oc­

~ ~Jc-. lo'G.L 11:4,o WJA ( 

casions to many way:farersrs "The Open Arms." Nor could anything have 

V. 
been f/rther from Osler's imaginings than that just twenty-five years 

later he would be addressing an audience in the home of Roger Bac9n in a 

conciliatory vein on "The Old ilumani ties and the New Science." 

The usual scientific sessions followed, sessions interspersed by the 

gsstronomic festivities customary to such gatherings - a formal public 

dinner of course, at which Burdon-~tolhe amusement of his ~upils 

of former University College days, appe--a.re unconscious that he wore no 

tie. More informally they lunched with Sir Heni:y Acj-land who, owing to 
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the infirmities of age, was soon to resign the Regius Professorship, and 

o,.~ , . 

thereby hangs at• , m:1d:e.at . wo:i: th 1ela:tin-g. 

On first entering his library, Osler exclaimed with delight at _the 

',._,. slooJ. - j 

panel of three portraits,.1 Linacre, Harvey and Sydenham, which 11!a6 over ad0-1,t.rJS. 

; . 
~ mantel. He made such an ado about them that Mrs. Osler subsequently 

asked Sir Henry if they might not be copied for him as a birthday present. 

This was done, and in turn the triumvirate came to adorn the mantel of 

his own library and office at 1 West Franklin Street, a familiar sight to 

countless students, friends and patients. In time this same panel was 

to dominate Osler's _library in Oxford, for though his teacher Burdon-

Sanderson came between, it would almost seem as though Ac!land had know-

ingly handed on an emblem of the Regius Professorship to the man destined 

in the whirligig of time and place to be his successor. 

On the last day of the meeting, a bust of Thomas Sydenham was un-

veiled by Salisbury in the Oxford Museum - a science hall 'Which Acj.land 

and Ruskin had succeeded in erecting in the very centre of classical Ox-

ford. The address on Sydenha.m -wa:e given by Acfland on this occasion is 
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mentioned in the next letter, written from Swansea. 

Dear Thayer 

To W~ s. Thayer from w.o. 
Tne Langland Bay Hotel, 

Langland, Sunday 19th. 

We have been here, in a sort of Welsh paradise, since 

Tuesday. Delightful Hotel - managed in a way that would warm Mr Emorys 

heart - ani as you see a fine beach. But the thermometer has not gone 

above 65 since since Aug 1st so that for my c-0ld marrow bathing is im-

possible. The walks are good & we spend the mornings on the rocks. 

Swansea is only six miles away & my niece May Francis, Mrs. Chas. Bath, 

lives just outside the tmm, & my F~ther has a whole tribe of cousins 

here many of whom I have never seeri. You would have been astonished to 

see me at cricket yesterday I a'll stiff tuday from the exercise. 

The Oxford meeting was a great success - socially at any rate & we en­

joyed it very :nuch. I da:re say Barker showed you the letter I wrote him 

while there. We go on to St Davids, on Tuesday & Tenby & shall return 

: to London about Sept 1st Then shall have a week in Paris. - Write if 

;I can get you anything. Send your Typhoid par,er to Professor Sherrington 

;Brown Institution Wandsworth Rd. London S.E. We saw -so much of Hans Vir-

chow, who is wildly enthusiastic about America.. Hale White, Pye Smith, 

.Broadbent & othe1s were at the m~eting. I have received some interesting 

photos from Sir Henry Acland, whose address on Sydenh~m I have sent to 

the News. Poor Gould has been laid up - was ill in London - also at 

Bristol, where I had to take his place at the-dinner. Fortunately Dawson 

Williams edited my remarks about Hart & his missionarv work, which wa.s 

evidently taken au serieux, judging frmm the report in the Journal. ram 

reading proofs of my little monograph on chorea - How is the Malaria? 
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I suppose you are melted & worked to death. Thank Smith for his letter. 

I am sure the locum tenens is a great success. Miss H. returns Sept 1st 

and will be at your disposal. I want her tho. to go over all the old 

cases & add the anatom. Diagnoses. I wi 11 send vou a memo of what I 

~ant her to do so that you may know how much there is. 

Love to all the boys - Billings, Norton, Oppenheim, Carter, Barker, 

Fle:xner & others - not forgetting Mr Emory & Mrs Bonner. Yours ever 

w. o. 

The 'little monograph on chorea• whose English edition was dedicated ~ 

to Gov.rers 3.Ild the American one to Weir Mitchell, and which he had been corn-

pi ling during the 211rrmer, had ent8...i led a large amount of work. Among other 

traces of it which J.re preserved, is an extensive correspondence with George 

Huntingdon who was the first to describe the hereditary form of chorea, and 

~ .. ~ -
it is a]lf'ct:P9:et that Osler had planned to go to Long Island for the purpose 

/ 

of studying the cases at first hand, though it does not appear that this 

plan was consummated. 

Monmouth 
24th [August 1894] 

Dear Thayer I was very glad to have your nice long letter Vvhich reached 

me at Tonby. We were nearly frozen in South valos - so cold & damp & we 

came on here yeaterday for the Yoze valley which is di vine. Today we were 

rov,ed 12 miles dovm to Tintern Abbey 

then to London. 

We go up the river to Hereford & 
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I am delighted to hear good accounts of the malaria. I am sure it 

vnll be a very telling piece of work. Did you do anything about the sub-

cut. fibroid case? Dictate a lecture to Miss H. on it •. I am sorry to 

say we shall not be back until Oct 1st and as I must see you for a couple 

of days you & Smith might postpone the sailing until the 5th. You need 

not hurry back you will have earned a good six weeks. We shall go di -

rectly from N. Y. to Toronto. I have not had very good accmu1ts of my 

father - the heat has tried him very much. 

Set Miss H. at the Histories filling ·in the no of the autopsy & the 

ana.tom. d iagnoses in all the fats.I cases. She has also the lectures on 

abd. Tumours to send off, but there is no hurry as I have told her to be 

primarj. ly at your disposal. 

_ I am sorry to hear about B. - sorry for his fathers sake more than 

anything. I hope he will pull up a bit. Delighted to hear that Parsons 

will come over to us, We shall have to look for one or two other·s. 
~ 

Love to all the boys. Yours 
wm Osler 

-;;---

On his return to Baltimore October 1st, in - time for the opening of the 

school session, he evidently found awaiting him an invitation from R. H. Ruttan 

the Professor of Chemistry and the University Registrar at McGill, asking him 

to ra,rticipate in the ceremoniea plalilled :tbr the opening of' t]'le new medical 

building whose erection had been warranted by a bequest left by J. H. R. 

Molson. 



To Francis J. Shepherd from W. o. 

' 

Wednesday 

Oct. 
1894 

j Dear Shepherd 

I on Sunday @-. e. 

Ruttan' s note was sent from England and_I • found it here 

Oo t . ls t , 1 the day ef PB1im-'!J • I sent word at once, that 

as the time was so short it was quite out of the quest ion. I thought of 

course the ,opening was for Oct. 1st . Your letter this a.m made me 

. , refer ~gain to his & I find it is for Nov. ls t. 

I am extremely disappointed not to be able to consent but I really 

could not prepare another lecture this year & in so short a time. I 

have, as you know, written two within the past six months ( ~he Army 

Surgeon, & the Leaven of Science} and I do not feel that I could- face a 

third with the amount of necessary work I have on hand. I a~ very sorry 

indeed as it would have been a great ple9,sure to be with you all again. 
CJ'+l4.1 

I heard of you from the Mackenzies. * You won the heart of the 

r" *The S~phen Mac~enzies who ived in Cavendis~quare. 
w.o. had~~~ him well since they ere students in Vienna, 
and never faiJ's~d to visit him in Lon on. Later on ~ cl{enzie 

1 paid a visit t-o he Johns Hopkins Hos • al. ' 
·t...::._,_ . . 

children. I had a letter from Cunningham this week in whibh he ~a~s they 

enjoyed your visit very much. We were kept pretty busy in England. 

I was preparing a. little monograph on chorea and doing some reading about 

Sydenham in the British Museum. I hope we shall see you here before long. 

)!1 s Oslet sends kind regard.a. Lov@ to the ghil-4Pen Yours sincerely .,,. 

J//fA Osler_ -. 
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Within the space of twelve months medicine lost at this time three 

great figures - distinguished as they w~re in very different fields - Helm-

holtz, Holmes and Huxley. Oliver Wendell Holmes died on October 7th and at 

, the next meeting, on October 15th, of the hospital Medica1 Society Osler read 

with deep feeling his much-quoted obituary address,* wherein he used the 

/ 

l-The Johns Hopkins Hospital Bulletin, Oct. 1894, v, 85. 

letter already given concerning ·the "Chambered Nautilus" versus the 11 Contagi-

ousness of Puerpu.ral Fever. 11 He termed Holmes 'the most successful combina-

ti on the world has ever seen, of' physician and. man: of letters.' 

( While it is true that since Rabelais and Linacre no generation has 

\ lacked a physician to stand unabashed in the temple at Delos, a worshipper 

of worth and merit amid the votaries of Apollo, I can recall no name in 

, the past three centuries eminent in literature - eminent, I mean, in the 

sense in Which we regard Goldsmith - which is associated in any enduring 
i 
:way with work done in the science and art of medicine. Many physicians, 

:active practitioners - Sir Thomas - Browne, for example - have been and are 
I 

'knov,m for the richness and variety of' their literary work; but, as a rule, 
) 

!those who have remained in professional life have courted the ''draggle-:tailed l 

~uses' as a gentle pastime, 'to interpose a little ease' amid the worries 
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1 of practice. Few such .have risen above mediocrity; fewer still have 

reached it. We know the names of Garth, of Arbuthnot and of Akenside, but 

we neither know them nor their works. The 1 ist is a long one, for the 

rites of Apollo have always had a keen attraction for the men of our ranks, 

but the names fill at best a place in the story of the literature of the 

; country, not a place in the hearts and lives of the people. Far otherwise 

is it with a select group of men, Goldsmith, Crabbe and Keats, at the out­

set members of our profession, but who early broke away from its drudgery. 

In pride we claim them, though in reality no influence of their special 

studies is to be found in their writings. Two of these,at least,reached 

the pure empyrean, and to use Shelley's words, robed in daxzling immortality, 

sit on thrones 

'built beyond mortal thought, 
Far in the Unapparent.' 

of the character of this address may be gathered from 

quotations m letters sent to him by those who subsequently read it in print. 

wrote to him as follows: 

I thank you for tribute to thd memory of Dr. Holmes. 

pecially pleasing to me. I was then a new student in the Medical School 

and remember well their coming. Dr. James aackson, Jr., died almost im­

mediately, and his death drew still more.__attention to the others. They 

gave life 3.nd vigour to the yomg m~n, with 't~ stethoscope and its re:.. 

volutions and the new ra,thology of typhoid. It~ only equalled by -that 
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onstellation in the University: of Gray, ~gassiz, Jeffries 

Wyman and :Pie Lerrele a few years later. 

I shall never forget. I never saw him but I 

shall never forget was writing my thesis for graduation his kind-

ness in answering my enquir s as to traumatic erysipelas in the Block-

ley Hospital of Which he was 

his heart. 

It came from the goodness of 

Where did you find that exr,res si on 

me with a personal interest. I went 

and another biography but could not find it. 

It came home 

for his Autobiography 

~~- Baltimore, Oct. 18, 1894. 

Dear L. !- It has been on I/~ my soul to write to you ever since my return, J..-,,-,--
..: 11. t..tr..,.-~ h. ~,r>; 

ubut I have been very busy and have rather more than the usual arrears of 

work. It is a great disappointment to me not to be able to go up at the 

opening of ~ h~ew_:,_uilding, but I have \:, f-o1 De1eam ana fol' Wrls-<Jn:-

-- --- - r 

" es:t i \liZ M 
phiajt,VZ> 

is allusion is to a c apter 
rvous Diseases by Am can 1thors, 

anot for James Wilson. 

~o finish by November 1st, an:i it will be simply an impossibility to pre-

pare an address with \'v'hat I have on hand. :Moreover I nm pumr,~d out and 

~"tt!ra address this year would finish me:' ~ 4 ....,.._,-...,,._ /.;-;J? fCii: ~1s-~ 
Hewetson crrune back on his--way..t.cLEurope (his _sister is '11U.Ch bet..t.er). ) 

Th_S3.ye:r -and Smith went with 111.m for a s~x -wee-ka' trip. The hos pi taL keeps 

( 
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I mucb a"' 11s11aJ, 

~~ 4,,,J._2 .. 

only we miss a good fflffi¼Y· of the oJa 'iH~ys. We have an 

' entry of about thirty-two in the first year, which makes fifty under-

II 
gradu1.tes. The new anatumical building is about complete. 

l sent y u the other day my lectures on abdominal tumours, and you 

will have ittel monograph on chorea in a week or so when the sheets 
• -

have come When are you coming down? I hope at Christmas. 

I shall r~tu.rn early from Toronto, as the Physiological Society meets 

here. Mrs. Osler is off in Boston.. You have heard of course of Council-

man's engagement to a Miss Coolidge. Thayer & Hewetson have a bit Fas-

ciculus ready (in the press) on Malaria. Sincerely yours, 

Wm Osler 

< fr- ,,.,.,..,_, 11..,~ ~ --M"'1--, ; 

There was always a grouP)of' aottse- office:ra-s perhaps more intimate than 

others at 1 West Franklin Stre,~ t '.\!ho were knovm as the 'latch-keyers' 
J ~--inasmuch as tr11oy wexe given a key and had free access to the house at 

any time - an evidence of the readiness with which Osler, no matter how 

busy, brooked interruptions by his friends. It was another custom of 

the household to give a plain gold ring to each of these· 'latch-keyers' ro~ 

' - f t . . . ~~t, .oJ, · . 1 1· · d r'fl.'4.L 
as a torrn o pro ection against an~~atr1mon1a1. y-min ed f:emrle they 

might encounter Vl.ihile sojourning on the Efontinent;. and it may be pre-

sumed that Thayer and Jack Hev:etson were so protected on this their 

first trip- of observation abroad. 
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The projected Montreal ceremonies must have been postponed -for his sake). 

~~1'Jr4u-7~ ~ \ 
j~ging f:ren:1 +ilL lottet wLi~r goes to Lafleur a few days later. 

/ 

/ Sunday ('postmarked Oct. 28, 18941 

r:.ar Lafleur· Craik h s just written that the opening has been postponed 

to Jan. 8th, at which dat-e I could readily be with you - tho. I do not 
I 

l know whether the Eac lty ,vishes an address frorri me. I suppose Craik 

will give me 

io the 

Very glad of your letter. We have had a very 

it filled one half of the abdomen & was admitted 

By the way could you not come down for the meeting 

of the Phy. Soc. n Dec. 27th & 28th. We could put you up Let me know 

within a few wee s as I want_ to ask Bowditch. Mrs. Osler has just re­

turned from Boston & sends her sincere regards. Love to all the old 

friends. 

~ Wlll Osler 

And again a month later, on November 24th ,shortlyafter returning from a meet-

ing of the Medical & Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland held in Cumberland, -MMy~ 

3:-a:r:rd-, he writes to Lafleur aga.in:.1--,"'S : 

~ Latlow­

shall probably 

We shall be delighted to see you here after Xmas. We 

be in Phila. for the 25th & 26th but I will let you know 

I 
accurately so that you can arrange when to ieave. 

I • Miss Humpton (who is still with me) has mailed a copy of the Abd. 

Tumour Lectures to Dr. Campbell. We have our Malaria fasciculus nearly 
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I am busy v:i th stuff 

Remember to take 

back your Vol ii of Peppers Text-book - I send this eve a copy of my re­

marks on o W Holme-s. What the deuce am I to talk about in January at the 

opening? I am rather eY.siccated at present. Remind me also to give you 

some duplicate works of Charcot. I treated myself to a complete set lately. 

ever, 

Exsiccated though he might have thought himself, and ·busy with the effort 

to clear his desk of the 'hack work' ,he had been beguiled int_o doing for 

others, he evidently, w~thout effective protest, had taken ~~iBgs 0£ 

the san:te kind·. He writes Ogden on November _ 29th: 

/ 
r 
Dear O Very glad of your letter this morning. You really must come on 

I 
1in the spring. Why not to the Am. Med Ass? or better to the Ass. of Am. 
I 

!Phy. towards the end of May. Mrs. O says that my friends do not like 

,her - they never come now to s~ay with me - so mend your ways soon. I 

shall get Fitzgerald' s letters - I peeped into th.em at the Athenaeum Club 

this summer. I a.m very busy on some of the confounded composite text-books 

!& systems. J. C. Wilson's Handbook of Treatment. Dercum's Nervous Dis­

eases. Clifford Allbutt's New System & Loomis' New System - Deuce take 

. them all.* 

~ 
) 

I shall look out for your art. Where? 

.. 



Dec. 
1894 

• ~/4~~ ~ 
iwrhe 'confounded text-books and s1st~vi£th the number of 

pages he contributed to each of them, are6 :•to11ows: In J. c. 
Wilson's "American Text-book of Applied Therapeutics," VI. B. Sa1m­
ders, Philadelphia, 1896, pp. 902-7, he discussed the diseases of 
the blood and ductless glands. 

For F. X. Dercum•s "Text-book on Nervous Diseases, b;'! Ameri­
can Authors," Philadelphia, 1895, pp. 203-26, he wrote the chapter 
on infectious diseases. 

For Vol. I of "A System of Practical Medicine" by A. L. 
Loomis and W. A. Thompson, Lea Bros., Philadelphia, 1897, he wrote 
(pp. 731-848) on the subject of "Tuberoulosi s", a concise but mas­
terly presentation of the entire field, with abundant allusions to 
his o~n experience, to medical-writings and to general literature, 
where even Sir Thomas Browne is brought in. 

For the great English "System of' Medicine, by Many Writers," 
edited by T. Clifford Allbutt, MacMillan Co., Vol. III, 1897, pp. 
721-42, he wrote the chapter on malarial fever, in which he says 
that 'the int?,"0duction of cinchona into Europe two hundred am 
fifty years ago ranks not only as one of the greatest events in 
the history o£medicine but as one of the great factors in the civi­
lization of the world.' 
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70 
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I West Franklin Street, 
10th [_December] 

Dea1· Lafleur Vie shall be ready for you on the morning of the 27th. 

I do hope you ,vi.11 be able to come. We shall have a dinner that eve for 

the members of the Physiological Society so that you will see some con­

genial spirits. Mitchell, BO\':ditch, et al will be here. Do you know 

whether Adami and Shepherd are coming? I only heard the other dav th'lt 

the anatomists meet at the sa~e time, Yours sincerely 
wm Osler 

r ~ reasons which af:r:ected injuriously the finances uf the University, 

BaltimDre at this time possessed one modernized but little-used railway 

station. The.chief portal of entry, however, from north and south lay through 

sulphorous tunnels into a rickety station which belied the prosperity a=. 6 ~ 

the rival railway ,which indeed, according to rumour, entertained serious 

thoughts of side-tracking Baltimore in order to shorten the transit from 

Washington to Philadelphia. Such Baltimorians as traveled beyond the suburbs 

were mostl~ known by name to cordial and well-mannered coloured cabbies and 

station porters ; but there had come to be an increasing••"influx of strange 

l{~~ 
faces, so many of vJhom asked to be taken to a certain residence that tt came 

to be a by-word among them~ 'Fur caps and square hats to Dr. Osler's." Ac-

/ 
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cordingly, anyone wearing the peculiar flat-brimmed derby Mt of a Bosto~:-, 

or the cap suited to a Montreal winter was promptly_and cordially greeted by 

a smiling darkey with "A' 11 take yo' right to 1 Wes' Franklin Street, sah." 

"March, April, May, June or any month will be convenient for us to put 

you up, and I hope you will be ~ble to pay a nice l ung visit - you can 

potter around and be just as independent as you please" is a familiar para­

Og~£ 
g:caph in M-s letters, and his brief notes always contain in a postscript 

or elsewhere something to the effect that 'the kettle boils daily at 4.50' 

or 'there's always an extra place at the table at sevem.' 

Though being drawn a,my from the laboratory into wider fields. he was 

still a member of the Physiological Society, then, as now, a sm4ll and 

select body of pure scientists who met somewhere each year for the last 

f e·:1 days of the Christmas recess. On this occasion Osler played the role 

-+l 0.'1 • "'~ -
ratben, participant in the se$sions, a~ enjoyed as f!R,10& as the~ his 

OA«_~e.. i... .Jf.rtu. '/; ..... ~- e.i ~ ,.~ - ... ~...u... hv-

of host 

houseful of guests. 1. HIOF.Rerabl e d:bn.-'I ui~ held at the Marylani Club, famous 

for its table - oysters, terrapin, duck ani madeira tt to malte the mouth 

//.,~~ 
water ~ and the menu1 introduced by ,a,-literary jibe at Weir Mitchell, was 



Dec. 
18911: 

graced by innginary quotations concocted by Osler and ascribed to the 

writings of a number of the Society's members. Occasions of this sort 

Vh.s-.._.n.ol-1.-~ ~-Jvvr~ -......: tr' • ,,-
with Osler present were invariably enlivened bj< Ris jolliiy/and fanciful 

A 

imagination. 

~ that land the wise men, known as Siphograuntes,, meet in 

I 'sweet soci~ties,' and earnestly bestowe their vacuante a.nd spare h~urs 

in seeking a knowledg of the perfecte liffe, the which they say is to 

be atchieved in these gatherings, and more hyghelye in certain evening 

j conclaves known as. smokers and dynners. For thoughe in these festi vi-

ties -no man be prohibited to dyne at home yet no man doth it willingly, 

because it is counted a point of smal honestie to be absent It were 

a follye, say they, to take the payne to dresse a badde dynner at home 

when they may be welcome to good a.nd fyne fare so nighe hande at the 

c_lub. For herein they suppose _ the felici tJe of liffe to consiste. * 

, 
*''The Yle Utopia Revisited." by Weir Mitchell, 1895. 

~vidently he had been reading Thomas More' s "The -New Yle utopia" and 

in a subsequent address at Albany in 1900 he gives the long quotation from 

it in which More describes the care of the sick in the Commonwealth. 
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