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1891
published in 1843, had successfully held the field against all rivals,
and these were meny, but the book was now outv of date. Sir Thomas Watson
had died seven years before at the age of ninety ‘wearing the white flower

blameless life® as Osier wrote in a characteristic obit:.uary notice

sent to the Canadian Pract;;ioner. In 1836)Watson had suéceeded Francis
Hawkins as Professor of Medicine in King's College,}"and then it was that
he delivered thoée immortal #Lectures on the Principles and Practice of
Physic*, which take first rank ;mongst the standard Classics of Medicine'’,
Osler had also reviewed, as they appeared, many other less notable

text-books during the preceding yeairs, most of which though by eminent

—

men had been short-lived.* He had written chapters for some of the

*Three of them: by Nathan S Davis, by Alfred L. Loomis, :
and by John S. Bristowe had appeared shortly before his—beek #%«:
review entitled "Recent Works on Practice" in the American

Journal of Medical Sciences, 1885, lxxxix, p. 175,
sayg Im—part— - =S

: n a review, written in 1881, we remarkegl-ﬁion the
paucity American text-books of medicine, and upon the
modesty of the sixty-five professors of "Theory & Practice",
who for nearly nty years had left the field in possession
of foreign authors, with whom qud”é.nd Flint alone competed.
The example set by Dr. Bartholow in 1881 was soon followed
by Dr. Palmer of Michigan; and now we have placed at the
head of the list two new candidates for professional

favour, which we propoée to introduce to our readers. . . .
Dr. Davis's therapeutics are most ~onsoling in these days

of general scepticism. Art with hi is“everything; Nature,
as understood by Holmes and others, 'not merely a fanciful
goddess, but a positive hindrance to the advancement of
practical medicine'. . . . ~has—PeeR—S8i6

mate of ChicggoN\{s unfavourable areful proof-re:
/\:;v not wish'to be criti » but \pere are a FEW
rrors i spoil one's pleasure in re s

&
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Messrs Appleton's a.éent, came from New York to ask me to prepare a

Text-Book on Mediciné. We haggled for a few weeks about terms and

finally, selling my brains to the devil, I signed the contract. Iy in-
tention had been to publish the work myself and have Lippincott or Bla-
kiston (both of whom offar_ed) handle the book, but the bait of a guaran-

tee circulation of 10,000 copies in two years and fifteen hundred dollars

AN

on the date of publication was too glittering, and I was hooked., Octo- = '

ber, November, and December were not very satisfactory months, and Janu-
ary 1lst, 1891, sawlthe infectious diseases scarcely completed., I then

gof well into harness. Three mornings of each week I stayed at home and
dietated from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. On the alternate days I dictated after

the morning Hospital visit, beginning about 11.30 a.m. The spare hours
of the afternoons were devoted to cofrection and reference»work. Early
in May I gave up the house, 209 Monument St., and went to my rooms at the
Hospité.l. The routine there was:= 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. dictation; & D.m.

visit to the private patients and special cases in the wards, after which
revision, etc., After 5 p.m. I saw my outside cases; dinné_r at the club

about 6.30, loafed wntil 9.30, bed at 10 p.m., up at 7 a.m. I had ar-

i ranged to0 send MS. by lst of July and on that date I forwarded five sec-

tions, but the publishers did not begin to print until the middle of Aug-

the same routine I practically finished the MS. by about October the 15th.

' | ust. The first two weeks of August I spent in Toronto, and them with

During the summer the entire BS. was carefully revised for the press by

Mr. Powell of the English Department of the University. The last three

| months of 1891 were devoted to proof reading. In January I made out the
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operation of city authorities and the public,' pointing out that 'clean'streets,
good drains and pure water have in many towns reduced the mortality from
certain diseases fifty per cent.' . He dwelt also on the new kmowledge re-
lating to the agents producing diseaée and how it had revolutionized the prac-
tice of surgery through the same metho@s of bacterial cleanliness that should
be applied to prevent the infection of cities. He emphasized as a third great
advance the diffusion among the public of thg more rational ideas concerning
the treatment of disease, stating as an interesting problem in psychology

that 'the desire to fake medicine is perhaps the great feature which dis-
tinguishes man from animals.'

/////AOf one thing I must complain, - that when we of the profession have
gradually emancipated ourselves from a routinq administration‘of nauseous
mixtures on every possible occasion, and when we are able to say, without
fear of dismissal, that a little more exercise, a little less food, and a
little less tobaccc and alcohol, may possibly meet the indications of the
case - I say it is a just cause of complaint that when we, the priests,
have left off the worship of Baal, and havq deserted the groves and high
places, and have sworn allegiance to the true god of science, that you the
people, should wander off after all manner of idols, and delight more and

more in patent medicines, and be more than ever at the hands 6f advertising













which would not seem exaggerated. Books have been ﬁw delight these
To study the phenomena of disease without books is to sail an

uncharted sea, while to study books without patients is not to go |

volumes should offer hecatombs at these shrines of Minerva Medica.:::}”.

For the teacher and the worker a great library such as this is

]
{

It is hard for me to speak of the value of libraries in terms .

thirty years, and from them I have receivea incalculable benefits.

to sea at all. Only a maker of books can appreciate the labors of

others at their true value. Those of us who have brought forth fat

indispensable. They mist know the world's best work and know it at
\

onece. They mint and make currant coin the ore so widely soattered
in journals, transactiops and monographs. The splend1§ collections
which now exist in five or six of ourloities and the unique opportunitieir
of thé Surgeon—Genaral‘s\Library'have done much to give tc:Americah med-
icine a thoroughly eclectic character. .

But when one cbnsidéfs the unending making of books, who does not
sigh.for the ﬁappy days of that thrice happy Sir Wi;liam Browne whose ""61}

pocket library sufficed for his life's needqg drawing from a Greek

testament his divinity, from the aphorisms of Hippocrates his medicine,
and from an Elzevir Horace his good sense and vivacity. There should

be in connection with every library a corps of instructors in the art

of reading, whovwouid, as a labour 07&079, teach the young idea how to

read."/o..-..o. ; e ; R
For the general practitioner a well-used library is ons of the

few correctives of the premature senility which is so apt to overtake
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him.  Self-centred, self-taught, he leads a solitary 11fe, and unless
his every-day experience is'controlled by careful reading or by the
attrition of a m'edical socief.y it soon ceases ftp be of ‘th‘e slightest
v@iué and bgoome\a a mere accretion of isolated faets‘:, without.éorrelae
tion. It is astonishing with how littie reading a doctor-. can practiﬁe'
mdioine, but it is not astoniahing how badly he may do it. Not three

months ago a physician living within an hour's ride of the Surgeon-

|General's Library brought his little girl, aged twelve, to me. The

diagnosis of infantile myxedema -réguir‘ad only a half glance. In placid
oontentment he had been practising twenty years in "Sleepy Hollow" and

-not even when his own flesh and blood was touohed diad he rouse from an

‘apathy deep as Rip Van- Winkle's sleep. In reply toquestions~ No, he

had never seen anything in the Jouma.ls about the thyroid gland, he he had -

seen no pictures of eretinism or m:znedema, in fact his mind was a

"blank on the whole subject. He had not been a reader, he said, but

|he was a pra.ctieal man with very llttle Limee T coald not help

: thinking of John Bunyan's remarks on the elements of success in the

practice of medicine. . o

r——u

. *"Books and Men." 1901. Reprinted as No. XII in
"Leqmnimitas and Cther Amesses.










2 W atentin was ole to the point in 1870 by Palmer

chard, of E!entreal, who was in the habit of pointmg out ‘the great

frequenoe of puekering at the apiees of the lungs 1n elderly persons.

Subsequently, when 0 ’athelo

ist to tha laem:raal General
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Hospital, we frequently discussed the significance of %hese

changes, whether indicative or not of healed phthisis.. ... ..
o ————\ 4 :

-1 have carefully reviewed the records of 1000 post-mortems,

dictated in all instances by myself, with reference to this ques-
tion. In 216 cases death was caused by pulmonary tuberculosis.
Excluding the simple fibréid puckering, the local thickening of
the pleura, and the solitary caseous or calcareous mass, there
were among the remaining 784 cases, 59, or 5.05 per cent., in
which persons dying of other diseases presented undoubted

tuberculous lesions in thg&upgs. o e \

— i

//Eheae facts demonstrate, first, tﬂ;’Qide—spread prevalence
of tuberculosis; and secondly, the fact, as shown by my figures,
that at least one-fourth of all infected persons recover sponta-
neously. In the great majority of these cases the disease is
very limited and has ‘made no pfégress. and in many instances
could not have given physical signs. But even in more advanced
disease, where the local indications are marked and bacilli and
elastic tissue present in the sputum, arrest is by no means
infrequent, and although post-mortem evidence shows that we are
wrong in speaking of the process as cured, yet the condition is
consistent with comparatively goocd health.. ., .

‘éﬁéé infection has occurred, the chief indication is to

; rlace the person.in surroundings favorable to the maintenance

| of the maximum degree of nutrition. The influence of environ-

| ment. has never been better illusfrated than by Trudeau's

experiment. Inoculated rabbits, confined in a damp dark place,

; rapidly succumbed, whilst others allowed to roam at large either
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recovered or had slight lesions. It is the same in human
tuberculosis; a patient confined to the house, living in close,
overheated rooms, or in a stuffy, ill-vant-ilated dwelling of the

poor, or treated in a hospital ward, is in a position analogous

to the rabbit confined in the cellar, whereas a patient living in

|{fresh air and sunshine for the greater part of the day has a
chance comparable to that of the rabbit running wild. The very

essence of the climatic treatment of tuberculosis is improved

i
i
j
\
?
}
i
X
3
\

nutrltion by change of environment. Fresh air and sunshine are

;the essentials with which, in comparison, altitude is of secondary
P
importance. .
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Meanwhile he was hard at work on his textrbook, and must have

borrovyed his old pathological records from the Montreal Géneral, for,
as is known, he made repeated reference to them in his writing, Eviden:c ly
they were inquiring for these records in Montreal and on April 6th 1-1e
wrote as follows to Richard MacDonnell, who had a sister in the training
school, band who, poor fellow, died an untimgly death from tuberculosis

only three months later:
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/
Déar Mac.: To tell you the truth, it would not be very convenient to
part with theé’e volumes just at present for the following reason. 1
| have, like an idiot, agreed to write a text-book on medicine, and am.
about half-way through it. I am drawing a good deal on these volﬁmes‘
for cefta,in statistical material; thus the other day, in writing up medi-
astinal growths I hkwent'over the whole list, looking fbr'my cases of pui—
monary and other thoracic tumours, and also when I come to the liver and
other organs I shall do the same thing. I am very sorry as I should like

to oblige you in this matter, and as I told you, I shall ﬁltimately pub

the five volumes in the medical library. There are several things I
wish to consult you about in the matter of the book.

About Pepper: I do not know at all why the work is hengmg fire. The
contract has been arranged, and I suppose the only dela.y.is in the aé-
signment of sﬁbjeets, though we went over that before Christmas. - The
idea was at first to have the manuscript ready by October, but-Fitz vwho
has been spending a few days with me, Says that now it will be quite out
of the question. i :

Excuse this miserable typewritten letter. I kmow you don't like any
such novelties; and foi’give me also for disappointing you, pro tem. in the
matter of hospital reiaorts. I thought you were coming down this spring.

iWe should be so glad to see you and lirs. MacDonnell, to whom give nmy kind

‘regards. Your sister keeps well and seems very happy. s .
















To W. 0. from H. P. Bowditch. ,
Harvard Medical School.
, Boston, May 15, 1891.
[Fv-mu's] ‘ » S o
My dear Osler: - Dr.)® Minot has resigned the chair of Theory and Practice
and veiare looking round for & successor. I suppose there is no more use
in trying to induce ycu~to'consider'the sub ject thah_thére vﬁs‘ihen the
chair of Clinical Medicine was vacant & few years ago but still T venture

to enquire whether there are any circumstances under which you would like

{to-oeme to Boston and éhare our wbrk. I think we shall soon sdopt.a four .

yqaré' graded course and your assistance 1n-orgnnizing the ihétrudtion_would

be very valuable. There weuld probably be no difficulty'invgetting you a

service at one of the hosnitals and it is the feeling of the faculty that




 which university calls and text-book writing seemed of little moment. The de-

Gross, who was abroad this surmer of 1891, received a letter from him 'stating :

that he was busy writing a book, but that if she would cable 'yes' he would

etick to hie beok, o words to that effect.

the teaching of theory and practiee should in the future be mueh more cl 1ni-

cal than it hae beenrn in the past. Drop me a line if possible before next

Wednesday as there is a eommittee meeting then to consider the question.

\ . . » Youre very einoerely,

‘H. P. BOWDITCH.

"‘Bu_t there was another, for him, still more ‘impoﬂsant consideration, beside -

cision regarding the calls to Philadelphia and Boston he settl“e_'d»hlimself_, but

this other, a matrimonial one, was settled for him. It is said that Mrs. S. w.

leave immediately and let the book go hang. She ca’b]_.ed back that he had better

Last~



Eve, then an early grandmother, bending over the little Enoch, and showing

'Mahala how to soothe his sufferenings and allay his pains. Woman, 'the

link among the daye,. and so trained in a bitter school haa, in successive

: generations, p&ayed the part of Mahala to the little Enoch, of Elaine to

the wounded Lancelot. It seems a far cry from the plein of Mesopotamia

~and the lists of Camelot to the Johns Hopkins Hospital, but the spirit which

makes this scene possible is the same, tempered through the ages, by the
benign influence of Christianity. olieily
Here we learn to eean gently our brother man, end - chief test of charity

in your sex - still gentler sister woman; Judging not, asking no questions,

In one of the lest booke of Solomon, a touohing picture is given of

rBu.t nnting out to all alike a hospitality worthy of the Hﬁtel-nieu, and deem-
ing ourselves honoured in being allowed to aet as its diepensers. Here,
too, ere daily‘before our eyes‘the problems whien have ever perplexed.the
hnman mind- problems not preeented 1n the dead abetract of books, but in the
living oonorete;of some poor fellow in his 1ast round, fighting a brave :

fight, but aadly weighted, and going to his account 'unhousel! d, disappointed

unaneled, no reokoning mnde.\ As we whisper to eaoh other over his bed

g

that ‘the battle is decided and Euthanasia alone remains “have I not heard in:




replyrto ‘that muttered proverdb, so often on the lips of the_pl_iyei‘cian,A 'the
fathere'have eaten sour grapes,' your.a,n_swer. in clear accents, - the com-
forting worde of the prayer of Stephen? . . . ' »

‘Useful your lives shall ’be, as you will care for those who eannot 0a;'e ;
for themselves, and who need about them, in the day of tribulation, gentle
', hands and tender hea.rts., And happy lives shall be yours, becauss busy and
useful; having been initiated into two of the three myeteries of the Great
Secret - that happiness lies in the absorption i_n some vocation which satis-

| fies the soul; that we are here to add what we can o, not to get what we can

from, Life; and the third, - is _etili a mystery, which you may or may not

| learn hereafter.

e = ; e e
e ; i Yaryland Club.

Dear John Musser Sorry to have left yours of ¢ unanswered but everything

. \goes now-a-days. I am on the last lap with ‘that blooming old book & hope to

finish by Aug. lst. Have sent July 1st first batch to printers - a11 the
fevers and am now finishing the nervous system How are. you‘? Do come down
for a Sunday. You could give me some good advice & help in one or two :

‘ matters & suggestions why not next Sunday we have a score of 1ntereat1ng

cases on the wards*
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Word came on July 31lst of MacDonnell's @eath - 'the seed had fallen

. upon good ground'! - and he writes:

bl
>

o To F, J. Shepherd from W. O.

-

Maryland Club
(Aug. 2, 1891)

Dear Shepherd Thanks for your telegrams and the letter. What a sad
business it has been & what a loss! Poor fellow, I can hardly realize
16, I suppose it was one of these curseé. acute outbreaks. I have
sent an obituary notice to the N, Y. Med. Jr.* Foster valued him

e *mm-aeﬁee@()]&ew York Medical Journal, Aug. 8, 1891)
Osler said of him: "Very few men have entered upon the race
with greater advantages than Dr. MacDonnell did. To a fime
physique and presence, and a charm of manner which/is” so often
continued in this country in the second generat on of Irishmen
of the Brahmin class - to use an expression 0liver Wendell
’kv‘@ Holmes's - there were added those menta fts which alone

w} assure success - industry and perseverance. Very early in his
career circumstances in connection with the accidental death
of his father altered his surroundings and threw upon him
responsibilities that were faithfully and courageously met,
and that gave an unmistakable stamp to a character naturally
refined and noble., Success came, cares lightemned, and,

with domestic, social, and professional relations of the

' happiest possible kind, the future could not have looked

§ brighter, but - es hat nicht sollen sein, and a devoted wife,

i and aged mother and a loving sister, with colleagues, students,
and friends, mourn his untimely union with 'The inheritors of

unfulfilled renown.'
S

;as one of his very best contributors & the work which he has been doing

Eof late was making his reputation quite national.

| So sorry to hear that your wife continues pooi'ly. Bring her
:dovm in Sept. - the change may do her good. I am still in harness,
:revising MSS. & reading proofs. I h}ope A & Co will get it out ea.riy
in October. I hoped to get off by Aug. lst but there is mmch yet to do.
|1 dare say I shall have to give up Montreal & Cacouna. I shall come

'up to the C,M.A, — With love to all at home.

\\\ ~
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He had to forego the Canadian Medical Associat ion meeting which met
in Montreal September 16-18 and which he had promised to attend, He was in

Toronto, nevertheless, shortly before, and on his return writes Musser again,

.

expressing impatience over the delays in his proofs.

Just back from Canada. I heard from Jim Wilson - a week ago Friday
when in Phila on my way thro-that you were a candidate [?rofessor of Medicine,
%Jefferson Medical Collegé]. He seemed to think fhat the Univ. men were push-
éing you hard & that you had several very stfong friends on the board. Of
:course I should be delighted - if W. has no chance - should the board select
;you. It would be splendid in every way. Wilsoné chances are improving I
‘think. It is unfortunate that the Trustees have not more confidence in him.
I shall be in Phila. next week & we could have a chat. OCr if you could run
down for a night. All sorts of vexatious delays with the book I have all
jthe MSS finished & they have had since July lst, the Fevers, but they have
;Eeen disgustingly slow.

T

f
And somewhat later from the Maryland Club/sends a card without date:

{5;;; 0ld Man Shall be so glad to see you - looked for you last Sunday. I am
§still buried in these infernal proofs. They have been cruelly slow - onlybup
gto about 700 pages but they keep me very busy. Poor %ﬁ}son would have been
%bitterly disappointed had he not got the berth - tho. it would have been

lovely for you I hope to be in Phila one day this week - if so I will tele-

graph you & we might have luncheon together Yours ever, W.O.
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of a class in which there was another student of the same name, relates that,

never having seen Osler in the interval, he met him unexpectedly one day in the

corridor of the Johns Hopkins and said, "Of course you don't remember me,"

"Remember you?" said Osler, taking his arm, "You're Arthur J. Mach--—-, McGill,

1882, Come with me, I've something to show you and then we'll g0 to lunch,.,n

/3
On October i2th\he writes Ogden:

/ Are you not going to pay us an autumnal visit this year? I looked for

fyou at Washington. We had really a delightful gathering. Rogers was on

fror" Denver and he came over to the Hospital for a few days. I wish you

fcould have come on to our Virchow'Celebr'ation. Let me have a line from

'you soon. It\seems an age since I heard how you are getting on.

N\
X
\ -
& A o e, [ 1N -
A L g oo,

The following day 9 local celebration in honour of Virchow's seventieth
birthday to coincide with the great festival being held in Berlin, Wwas=hedd, and
fragments of Osler's address,* which was partly reminiscent of his personal

*"Rudolph Virchow: the Man and the Student." Boston Medicai and
Surgical Journal, Oct. 22, 1891, vol® Pp?

association with Virchow, have already been given. TFew tributes have ever been
paid a member of the medical profession such as these raid Virchow at this
time, for 'as the shadows lengthen, and ere the twilight deepens, it has seemed

right to his many pupils and friends, the world over, to show their love by a
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gathering in his honour on this his seventieth birthday.' These were prophetic
words, for Csler was the next, thirty‘years later, to have a comparable, equally.
world-wide tribute paid £o him as a septuagenarian, even more univarsally be-
loved th;n Virchowe There is not likely to be another. He qoncluded his ad-

dress with this paragraph:

v Surely the contemplation of a life so noble in its aims, so notable
{in its achievements, so varied in its pursu:ts, may well fill us with ad-
‘miration for the man and with pride that he is a member of our profession.
The influence of his work has been deep and far-reaching, and in one way
;or another has been felt by each one of us. It is well to acknowledge the
édebt which we efery—day practitioners owe to the great leaders and workers
fin the scientific branches of our art. We dwell too much in corners, and, con-
éaumed with the petty cares of a bread-and-butter struggle, forget that out-
Eside our routine lie Elysian fields into #hich we may never have wandered.,
;the tillage of which is not done by our hands, but the fruits of which we of
gthe profeésion (and you of the public) fully and freely enjoy. The lesson
;which should sink deepest into our hearts is the answer which a life, such

fas Virchow's, gives to those who todéy, as in past generations, see only pills
fand potions in the profession of medigine, and who, utilizihg the gains of
’scieﬁce; fail to appre¢iate the dignity and the worth of the methods by

'which they are attained. As Paudgnias pestered Empedocles, even to the end,

for the details of the cure of.Pantheia, 80 thare are with us still #hose

- \who, 'asking not wisdom, but drugs to charm with,' are impatient at the slow
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progress of acience,,forgettihg that the chaos from whieh order is now ap-
pearing hés been in great part dispelled by the work of one still living -

!by the man whom tonight we delight to honour.

During Cctober amé Novembé?)he was very ruch occupied with proof reading

‘} ’ .-&tT‘( , 2“'

of what he lightly refers to as higﬁquiz compend in this note to Cgden of
November 2nd:

e« o o o You cén just'tell Appleton's drummer to hand back that suﬂscription,
;as, for you, there is another way to get that volume, and I shall forward
gyou one of the earliest copies with the greatest pleasurs.

Why don't you send on that paper of yours of Alkaptonuria to the‘Mbdi—

cal News. I have a short nbte on ite I hope to o0 abroad myself next spring,

{ and it would be delightful if we could go together. I have to attend the

§meeting of the Pediatric Society in May, but I hope to have the heeting
}early, 80 that I hope to get off about the middle of the month. Sorry to
|

;hear of your sister's illness. Should you have to go earlier, we might ar-

i
{

§range in any case to join somewhere, and to take a month's tramp would be

gperfectly delightful.
é Mercier has a streak of genius. All his books are good. T have no time
gfor anything but this infernal "quiz compend,™ the proofs of which I hope to

ffinish,by the first of December, The Francis children are all well.
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To the :
Memory of my Teachers:

WILLIAM ARTHUR JOHNSON,
Priest of the Parish of Weston, Ontario.

/ JAMES BOVELL, :
of the Toreonto School of Medicine, and of the
University of Trinity College, Toronto.

ROBERT PALMER HOWARD,
- Dean of the Medical Faculty and Professor of Medicine,
MeGill University, Montreal.

Thus Osler dedicated his which was praetieally completed by

the end of December,\though the load was not entirely 1ifted) He—dated His

Yeas ’h—% . Lo Seaed™ ,
prefatory note/January lst, andjon the next evening aonds-thestfg%tes from

the Maryland Club to Ogden,and to Lafleur-who, in September, had resigned from

his post as Resident Physician and returned to Montreal to enter practice.

r/f

| Dear O, Thanks for the Lincoln., Most interesting! Why should we not
sall together March 12th on the Werra for Genoa? I think I could get‘off
i. at that date. You could see a bit of W. Italy & join your sisters. It

‘would be cheaper than going through London., Iy Q. Compend is thro - index

e

L

|Deéar L. 5o sorry the Path scheme has fallen thro. *Pwould have been a

now in preparatioﬁ. Gott sel dank! Yours sincerely, W% Osler.

| great card for the College. Just back from Toronto - very busy 4 days.
;Index nearly ready - all proofs in - should be out in a few weeks, Reese
| better - now at spital, very thin - has looked badly, but will improve new

I hope. How soon could you 1eav3? I am warned as to date of the Paedia--
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tric Soc - meeting is some time in May -~ At the end I fear, which would
be too late for me. I should like to get off earlier. We miss you very
much, I often wish you were back again with us. - I am glad a few pa-

tients are dropping in - they will come in time, t00 many perhaps. Love

to Ross & the brethren Yours as ever, ¥ Oster—

With a congenial companion & we might see one or two of the XN. Italian

towns together before you go to Munich. The 00 berths are very good %

Wwe save at least #50 by this route &gizsgd/é very weary R. R. journey.
I telegraphed you today & if I get a favorable reply I will secure
Z

berths 151 & 152. . . o
e Rt

0 ¥ ‘
}Dear Lafleur Keﬁ'early can you go abroad? The Pediaets meet May 30 31
|

i

f& June i:://ﬁhich leaves it very late for me too late 80 that if I could
1

get off the middle of March I would g0 direct to Genoa by the North German
//

boat, My father is going down hill & T would not be able to be away more

/

/yhan 8-10 weeks. You will not have exams? if so you could leave when the
' lectures close. T'would be better too as you could catch the Spring trads.
Write me at once I have sent for the sailings &¢ of the N. G. Lloyds. The

passage is about $100 & as this takes agyéo Genoa it is cheap. Very busy.

Index in press. Yours ever, V.0,

\ B _

égar‘étéﬁE:ﬁ' F/Zu T At T, e %N‘Ld# J“ﬂh4i me_Ozuq~&k
M&‘“p,_ww‘ o N mpmlml ”MMJM«,{ IS fee—fmoE P
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\

v



37
Jan.
1892

And on the 1l8th it was apparently settled, for he writes Ogden: "The]sen‘c

rd that they had secured berths for us on the Werra March 12th & said nothing‘
about payment. I suppose.they will send us word. We shall have a delightful

trip I am sure,” It was a pleasant plan, but one not to be fulfilled.

The \prefatory note to the Text-book, as stated, was signed from the Johns °

Hopkins Hospital, January 1, 1892, and reads as follows: .

¥/' My thanks are due to my former first assistant, H. A. Lafleur,
gfor much heip, direct and indirect; to his successor, W. S. Thayer, for
?assistance in the section on Blood Diseases and for the preparation of
ithe illustrative charts) to D. Meredith Reese, for the statistics on Tu-
;berculosis; to H. M. Thomasy, for many suggestions in the section on Ner-
?vous Diseases, and particula Ly in the section on Topical Diagnosis; to
iL. P. Powell, of the Johng Hopkins University Library, for a careful re-
ivision of the manuscript; and to Miss B. C. Humpton, for valuable aid, es-

ipecially in the preparation of the index.
N N

The Mr. Powell he mehtions was acting libraxrian of the historical depart-
ment of the university and at lir. Gilman's suggestion had been engaged’to
help get his rapidly accumulating and hurriedly written menuseript in form.

He has lately written in regard to his connection with the Text-bool
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(// Healing he sick, guiding the infant footsfeps of the lusty Johns

]Hopkins School Medicine, courting a wife, and writing while publishers

Acalled inceesantly\for 'copy' for his magnum opus on the practice of medi-

‘cine, were proving tioo much|almost), even for a man of such versatility and
p. J :

?efficiency as he. . o For months I spent eacﬁ afterncon with COsler.

;In the morning to his stenographef he poured, out of of a memory so reten-
;tive that he rarely had to verify a fact and out of a rich medical experi-
énce, page after page op typhoid fever, tuberculosis, meningitis, neuroses,
éénd other technical themes. When I arrived at two o'clock the typewritten
pages were turned over to me for arrangement . Osler was modest. He em-

barrassed the mere boy Uy assertions that he really could not write a book.

'But seldom could I find| more than a trifling inadvertence due to a rapid-

ity at times tumultﬁous4 When the first edition of that book of 1,079

pages appeared at the epd of six months without neglect of any other duties,
‘,MQ $ jor of his supreme joy, /the work immediately took its place as first in medi-
‘cine.*

\ e
e ):Few York Times,$unday, Jan. 4, 1920.

_As there is no copy of the first printing(iﬂ’agig;'s library /it is pre-
sumable that this may have gone to the lady who had told him to{stick to his
lat? '
a@ITZ She was visiting friends in Baltimore at the time, and he appeared

‘i‘va‘. C,om‘d,
/ﬁf’——_—'j : WIR W worda
ith a big red book under his arm, tossed it in her lap\and—seid, "There, take

the darn thing; now what are you going to do with the man?"™ A few days later

he writes John H. Musser:
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The Johns Hopkins Hospital,
= . Mareh 3, 1892, :

Dear Johannes I shall Join you late on Saturday eve. I am going over
to dine with the Bakers and shall come in about 11. I hope you ha&é had a
copy of my compend by this time I asked the Appletons to send to tﬂe
'teachers'first. I am sorry they cut out the Index of Authors which I had
| prepared with great care. I see about eight references to J.H.I. I have
not neglected my Philadelphia friépds.. E—s=ee—that of 1049 references to
.authors 264 are American. I had the 1100-o0dd references in Fagge* over-
*Phe IIIrd edition of Fagge and Pye-Smith's "Principles and

Practice of Medicine," & vols,, London, 1892, had just been pub-
lished.

hauled & found 36 American, so0 that I have a more even division. Yours

ever, W.0.
Another copy of this first printing muét have gone to Mr. Gilman, who
promptly replied:
1300 Eutaw Place,
Mcho 6. 920
My dear Dr. Osler: Pray accept my grateful acknowledgment for an inecribed
copy of your magnum Opuse I sat up late in the evening endeavoring to be-
" \come a master of the ills that flesh is heir to. Sometimes I have expected

to be President of a Medical Faculty, - (not an inchoate faculty but one that
is fully organized) - so I take more than common interest as a layman in all
the sufferings of poor humanity. I find your volume, - in Dr. Harper's

phrase, - half 'prophecies' & half 'histories.’' . I see the record of all that

I have ever felt, & of all that I expect to encounter, as I walk through life
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|
{

zwith your vade mecum in my overcoat. It is a wonder to me that amid the
%innumerablé interruptions to which you are exposed, you have found time to
Eoomplete 80 great an undertakihg and that after all you had the Herculean
%strength remaining for the compilation of an index.

é ~When I see the evidences of science & of art which are enlisted in the
)qerv1ce of the Hospital I can hardly be patient with the delays in starting

the School of Medicine. Always yours

Sincerely,

'\ D. C. GILMAN

Not qntil the second printing, which was necessitated within two months
by the unprecedented sale of the book, did he have abundant copies to distri-

bute among his friends, as well as an interleaved one to retain himself. On

the fly-leaf of this he wrote as follows:

{//// Received first copy Feb. 24th, 1892. This one - second reprint -

iAp;il/16th, 1892. This is the 2nd printing, with some of the errors cor-

' rected.  The lst printing of 3,000 copies was distributed by March 17th,

on which date I had notice from Appleton & Co. to send corrections for 2nd

S
~pr1nt1ng. Private Copv. May all the curses of the good Bishop Emmlpkus s

—igrm—

light on the. borrower-and-not-returner or upon the stealer of this books,

g -
v

: ; (47 (] o
And in the copy he hg?g;étﬁn Hunter Robbswas written:
_ A
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(/// N. B This book was conceived in robbery and brought forth in fraud.
I
| In the spring of 1891 I coolly entered in & took possession of the working

| foom of Dr. Hunter Robb - popularly known as the Robin. As in the old story

| of the Cookoo & the hedge sparrow I just turned him out of his comfortable

; nest, besplattered his floor with pamphlets papers & trash & played the devil

| generally with his comfort. In spite of the vilest treatment on my part

' he rarely failed to have oranges in his cupboard, chocolates %c (yum! yum!)

f on his table & gingefale & '0ld Tom' on the sideboard. In moments of con-

| trition I feel how sadly he has suffered - and as this is one of those rare

% occasions I have taken advantagé of it & make here my public confession to

1 hime — . '
Signed on behalf of the Author

E. Y. D.

4-21-92

, boogC :
However conceived and brought forth, the welume received, both in

America as well as in England, andfor—suffieiont—reasonsy the greatest pos-

Cornen mad ftly Stpende B I ouallong
sible approbation even on the part of those who - :

Ve — o

BudWra "‘l-s' lrae % iz W\_Jp.z a»tu;«;-—:
thor—ef therapeutic mikilism, :
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and—at the—same—timeNhe promised chapters for Pepper's projected volumes owa

M j o io\(__" = u\—':.il—c&u:h; )

o3£ for another six weeks,

This, or possibly a better reason, led him to write Ogden on Febrﬁary 29th;
- -

I have begn delaying writing to you until the last possible
moment, hoping against hope that I might be able to finish thg
" articles for Ptepper's new text-book. I simply cannot before
March 12th & shall have to give it up. I have not got more than
half through. : Yours of 26th just came - your friend could take
my buﬁk. I am very much disapp;ainted as I had set my heart on
a 2 mos. trip to Italy, & it would have been so nice to go with

\ you. You will come in here of course on the way,

0 subject is more difficult to present to students than that/ ‘

/

/

/
whi"ph deald with the diseases of the nervous system, and though,/slér' s
; |

|

beeni\ profound, nevextheless the chapters in his own book dealing wit

—

thege subjects were pe

ps somewhat less satisfactory than the othel\

portions of the volume., was his custom,f"in all his subsequent edit ions

AN \\ 3 / =
-to call upon the junior members o‘f\hi_s/s/taff for amendments and criticisms
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stomac i ?or

e s
'AA‘- g‘MN.Q"
He had been at home to impart to the—Zorontereiations tgﬁ_news vhich, ap-
Betn it

. aade -
parently as an afterthought he déei&ss:tn;&zga:ﬁféa/g postseript {to Lafleurs

b : The Johns Hopkins Hosptal,
Baltimore, AppiT 25, 1892, &

Dear Lafleur: - I was greatly distressed to find you been here ;g/my/

—
o

absence. I wish you could have let me know we might‘have’éfranged a
meeting. It is too bad also that y copy‘had’not'réached you befors you

left. Owing to an oversi my privape,list did not go until after the

first printing of 0 copieg,had been entirely distributed. . Your brother

/
| acknowledged the receipt 6f it. I enclose a note to Déjérine and have

la,
writte o him about youoIlshall spend the month of June in London and the

eater part of July on the sea-coast in Cornwall. I hope you will be able
to come over and join me in London toward the end of the summer. I sail for

Canada about the middle of August. = < =

“P.S. It will not be unexpected news to you to hear that I am to be

married to Mrs. Gross. We sail for England May 28th. Shall hope to see

)
you in London. Poor Reuben!

"Hf\ mother a few days later, Apri}i—£5th, writes to her dear Chaitie:nﬁui,

(//’ I'm sure you heard f:gm/ illie of the new life opening before him with

; { :
a Lady Help at his side - he let me and Father into his secret when he was

up, but we were not at liberty to make known the fact - these young things

always think their love affairs are secrets to the outside world, whereas




lookers-on often see ﬂliuga—plainly enough, so it may have been in this case -

however I think we a.ll feel glad at ‘heart/that there is good hope of Willie
! having a loving w1fe to care for hip When you gee Grace I think you will
) bld her welcome as a sister—i law, I feel qulte pleased to have her as a

daughter—in—law and Father is right glad that Willie is likely to have such~
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/

.Sﬁecialiam»is not,.howevef;.without ﬁany disedyantagesf A'redical-‘
error at the outset is the failure to recognize that the reeu}ts‘of spe-
cialized observation are at best only partial truths, ﬁhioh'require to be
corretated with facts obtained by wider study. The verious organs, the.
diseasee of which are subdivided for treatment, are not isolated but com-
plex parte of a complex whole, and svery day s experience brlnge home ‘the
truth of the saying, 'When one member euffere, all the members suffer with

it.' Plato must have discussed this very question~w1th his Bright friends

.. dn the profession, - Eryximaohus, perhaps, - or he never could have put

the following words in the mouth (i Socrates- 'I dars say that you may‘have
heard eminent physicians say to a patient who comes to them with bad eyes
that they oannot cure the eyes by themselves, but that if his eyes are to be

cured, his head mst be treated; and then again they say that to think of

. curing the head alone and not the reat of the body also, is the height of

'folly. And arguing in this way they apply their methods to the whole body,

and try to treat and heal the whole and the part together. Did you ever

observe that this is what they say?' A sehtence which embodies the law and

the gospel for epecialisfs.*

c—

.\*Boston Medical % Surgical Journal, May 12, 1892,










€y one respect, too, the unayatemtié physician is absolutely eriﬁ;-

nalf. By the 'great law of 6ont-ra;'ies t_hére is sure to 5e aqsiéned to him
to wife some gentle creature to whom order is the supreme law, whose 1ife
is rendered miserable by the vagéries 6f a man, the.'din'ing-room fable in..
whose house is never 'cleared,' and whc would as he could 'breakfast at

five (¢} clock—tea and dine on the following day.'*

*900o William Osler, M.D. ‘ :

Dear Sir: - We desire, on behalf of a number of yodr medical friends
in Toronto, to offer you our congratulations on your marriage, Bﬂd to
express our best wishes for Mrs. Csler and yourgelf. We have
/watched with pride your successful career as a physician & teacher
and an author in Canada and the United States/ Your departure from
the land of your birth caused us deep regret' but never diminished our
1nterest in your success. It matters not #here you may reside, we
will ever rejoice in your prosperity, and Af in the future you decide
to come back to us, we will gladly give yu a hearby welcome.

(Signed) Adam Hf Wright.

'W. Grasett.
; A. MaoDonald.

Walker.
Committes.
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Presented him with the bronze inkstand wha:—eksu_bseqaem—};séwd on ﬁs desk
and which Osler acknowledged with a few appropriate remarks to the effecf

that he owed his‘ success in life largely to James.Bovell of Toronto who, by
his kind.l;} interest and advice}hgd given him the first impetus in his work

and had filled him with ambition to do something in his calling.

i

There followed a visit to Montreal where Hrse. Osler had to be introduced

particularly to some Howard children who thought they were going to be very
e v
Jealous of anyone with whom they would have to share their beloved 'Docecie Otst?

affection, but they were most agreeably disappointed. Then a similar visit

in Boston to introduce him to her Revere relatives, and by the 23rd they wers
tnels; 31“,)“ W}ww ﬁw" 5», Q%Mab’ﬂu‘#ﬁ{lr ““llﬁu(“_.,,,, ik :

wm—tee—-%md—een&gler Hewetson m——e;ﬁ.er bty

a paper 10 be read before the As-

/ Q haet fy-2 @
sociat:.on of Physmians who were to meet in Washington,~—fer1Balt,t-wes—o

- .‘l M;?ﬁ OF—#‘« S
13 ' 1 pon mia ot ot an M s 9 v Bota i

role

‘l‘h i,
i
o
i






To H. V. Ogden from We O.

S8avils Club, . -
710, Ploeadilly, ¥.
July 1st |1892]

Dear H. V. 0. So glad to have your address this a.m. from Batchelor.

Mrs. 0;(12:) haa:often said to me, where is Dr. Ogden, ;.dhould like to
meet him to épologizevfor the theft of hi‘s Botenll. . By ﬁrogrs,mns i as
follows - tomc;row to Exetqr and Dartmoor, Cornwall unti; tﬁe 25th. eve s
of that date at the Georse Hotel Nottingham for the B.M.A. Do come to it
18 yob qin. . Suafey $1ét st Lincoln - whg not go i us thares . Mt
week in Augﬁst London (?sychological Congress) then to Gowers fcfva few
‘days by.the‘sea &»sail on ¥. G. L. frﬁm Sonthamptbn'6n,the 17th.(Havél).

< Let me know your programme
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The Ménster which he then saw for the first time made—emgreat—im-
s, Losdninnd For
‘pressiow—upern him, and/it was ne%—ansua&—with him to make reference in

his addresses to impressions which were recent and fresh,whether from his

)

- reading or from his own observation, sc, in the first address delivered so0n
after his return, in speaking of 'the calm life’ necessary to continuous work
for a high purpose,' he said:

/////gitting in Lincoln Cathedral and gazing at one of the loveliest of
human works,‘as~the Angel Choir has been described, there arose within me,
obliterating for the moment the thousznd heraldries and tﬁilight saints
%ahd dim emblazonings, a strong sense of reverence for the minds which had
executed such things of beautye. | What manner of men were they who could,
in those (to us) dark days,.build such transcen&ent monuments?  What was
the secret of their art? By what spirit were they moved? Absorbed in

thought, I did not hear the beginning of the music, ahd then, as a response

to my reverie and arousing me from it, rang out the clear voice of the boy

;leading the antiphon, 'That thy power, thy glory and mightiness of thy
%kingdom might be known unto men.' Here was the answere. Moving in a
%prld not realized, these men scught, however feebly, to expreés in glori-
%ous structures 'their conception of the beauty of holiness, &hd thesé works,
zur wonder, are but the outward and visible signs(of the ideéls which ani-
%ﬁted them.

Practically to us in very different days life offers the same prob-
aems, but the conditions have changed, and, as happendd before in the world's

history, great material prosperity has weakened the influence of ideals,and .

%



blurred the eternal difference betwesn means and end. Still, the ideal
State, the ideal Life, the ideal Church - what they are and how best to
realize them - such dreams continue to haunt the minds of men, and who can

doubt that their contemplation immensely fosters the upward progress of

our racet*

*"Mgacher and Student." Journal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation, 1893.

During the first four days of August the International Congress of
Experimental Psychology met in London with many notables present - Lombroso,

Hughlings Jackson, Galton, Charles Mercier, Romanes,_Harbert’Spencer,>

Horsley and many more. Osler's f;iend*Schufer was one of the readers on
a matter concerning cerebral localization and éfter the Congress Gowers took
the Osler’s off with him for a few days at the seashore.*

*If they had had any intent of so doing it was not a
favorable summer for a visit to the continent, for it was the
year of another cholera epidemic which had spread through Russia,
and reached as far as Hamburg and against which evenNew York, -
which had been touched, was taking vigorous precautions. It
was the summer the Parisigjfens were wisely advised to boil their
ice before using. Somewhat casual in recalling dates, Osler's
note in the introduction to Mr. Phippsts reprint of "The Eife
of Pasteur® in which he says: "Except at the London Congress
[1881] the only occasion on whichI saw the great master [Pasteur]
was .in 1891 or 1892, when he demonstrated at the Institute %o
a group of us the technigque of the procedure [inoculation against
hydrophobia] and then superintended the inoculations of the day",
irefers in all probability to the visit to Paris in 1890 with
iRamsay Wright.




: : . 40 Clargés St.
) f// i S August 3rd.
| Dear 0. . S i

am afz;a_id t you will not see many of the men in London
unless you delay your visit until October. 1 enclose cards to _
Beevor, Horsley, & Toot o Gowers is aws,y.. We lea;re next ivee_k the
10th., (Trave) earlier than we had_armﬁged but my father has been
very ill & I am anxious to gét home. ao’gla;d that you have had a
pleasant visit. We have been most fo-rtuﬁa.te & had nearly four wééka
’>1n Devon and Cornwall with only a day or fwo of rain. Do come to
Baltimore oﬁ your way back and see Dr. Csler aé a2 sober married man.

| 'The eritics have been most kind. ‘The Lancet & the B. ¥ J.
k véry'oomplimen'tary & the Med. Chronicle most laudatory. They s
diaposed of the first Setnving (3000) Oy B and I believe ' -
~ 'the publishers are very gratified. . ‘

So sorry not to have seen you here - 'twould ha.ve een suoh a

pleasure. 7 " % Taren ?M % g, ‘







61

octe
1892
o

for I M Hurd—he—temporarily took up his residence agdin at the hospital,

as t0ld in a letter to Lafleur:

(// Very glad to hear of your returm. I #ish you could have been

éin London & Nottingham with us. I am gGre the trip must have been

%delightful in every wﬁ&. I understdnd your feeling about the winters

///

%work but after al;/&ou have had & very rich experience for your years

' and you know bgt%er than y older just what the student requires.
i Let me know §£ything ou hear about the R.V. Hospital. I could, I.
think, infl%;nc cDonald and Stephen in your favor. From all

| accounts y I? work last year was much appreciated. What 1s-Ro=s;

i condition? q; am 'minding ship' while Hurd is away. We have
secured No. 1 West Franklin fhat 0ld fashioned doubie house just

- opposite the Unitarian Church. Mrs. Csler is busy packing in Phila.
VWe shall have plenty of room for our friends, remember. *indest—

rogerds—to—-.ll the old friendss—= x

B, ﬁ'x_u‘:&' ‘ﬁ!v'wv.tuwu. neZ bs gl
T i —3 ; i tillthe middle of Cctober et

lhq) At ‘f‘mc o i(l%i

PO &:; e—house v e -eﬂfrooms &t the/Mount Vernon Hotel QM‘”"W*—
M ru/auc 0&4&0«1»’. ca—
n_,&_hzﬂ.«.-._l.h.a.‘\

In—%he—mfdst‘ﬁf"ﬁtr‘thés—he(ﬂéd sufficient 'equanimity' to write omne of his iﬁyu&::

L addrtss, ]
C m‘ //‘ O d‘/l P '
'Teacher and Student"/which was delivered

October 4 in Minneapolis on the occasion of the opening of the new medical

buildings of the University of Minnesota.
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He appears to have been reading Newman and Plato during his homeymoon,

and from them he took as his text these two quotations:

: A University consists, and has ever consisted, in demand and
| supply, in wants which it alone can satisfy, and which it does sat-
| isfy, in the communication of knowledge, and the relation and bond
. which exists between the teacher and the taught. Its constitut-
| ing, animating principle is this moral attraction of one class of
| persons to another; which is prior in its nature, nay commonly
'in its history, to any other tie whatever; so that, where this is
| wanting, a University is alive only in name, and has lost its true
 essence, whatever be the advantages, whether of position or of af-
. fluence, with which the civil power or private benefactors con-

' trive to encircle it. = JOHN HENRY NEWMAN.

It would seem, Adeimantus, that the direction in which edu-
cation starts a man will determine his future life. - PLATO,
Republic, iv.

.

N\ :
Yug recorin P, wr b Socd o hone

He—stated(at the outset)thet—hecifad—aceeplteas1as invitetion—alad

e J
ened— vy youme—tives, to still a deep autumal yearning not unnatural in a

man the best vears of whose life have been passed with undergraduate students,

and who has had temporarily to content himself with the dry husks of graduate

teaching.” He spoke freely of the new ideas in medical education, beginning

to supplant an old order, which, however.admirable in certain respects, per-

né#*aé)in the absence of the sense of responsibility only to be preserved
Ga

when the teachers of a school have university 0pportunities,§“a.criminal lax-

Qua Be snnt

ity in medical education unknown before in our annals.Y But—he—gees on to
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/
rj/. . it is a secondary matter, after all, whether a school is under State
or Upiversity control, whetper the enaowments are great or small, the
equipments palatial or humble; the fate of an institution rests not on
the;e; the inherent, vital"element, which tranécends all material intef-
ests, which may give to a school glory aﬁd renown in their absence, and
lacking which, all the 'pride, pomp and circumstanée are vainf- this
vitalizing element, I say, lies iﬁ the men who work in its halls, and in .

2

3 )
the ideals which they cherish and teach. There is a passage in one of

i(John Henry Newman's Historical Sketches hich expresses this feeling in
gterse and beautiful language: 'l say, /then, that the personality of the
?teacher is able in some sort to @M spense with an academical system, but
gthat the system cannot in any way disoense with personal influence. With

éinfluence there is life,without it there is none; if influence is deprived
\of its true positich, 1t will not by those means be got rid of; it will
out irregularly, dangerously. An academical system without
ith personal influence of teachers upon pupils is an Arctic winter; it

fill create an ice-bound, petrified, caét-iron University, and nothing else.’

Ard turning to the faculty he ventured to sgsakzof the professor who has

and Petrrivrurs :
outgrown his usefulness, alone unconscious of the fact,)§5~;—;;§’;;;phetic of
1

his Pixed Period address thirteen years laterd Saw s

/,//, From one who, like themselves, has passed la crise de gquarante ans,
;the seniors present will pardon a few plain remarks upon the disadvantages

%to a school of having too many men of mature, not to say riper, years. In-
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?sensibly, in the fifth and sixth decades, there begins to creep over most

|
] .

Eof us a change, noted physically among other ways. in the silvering of the

hair and that lessening of elasticity, which impels a man to open rather

than to vault a five-barred gatse. It comes £o all sooner or later; to some

1]

fonly»too painfully evident, to others unconsciously, with no pace perceived.
%And with most of us this physical change has its mental equi&alent,vnot ne-
éoessarily accompanied by loss of the powers of application ofr of judgment;
Eon the contrary, often the mind grows clearer and the memory more retentive,
%but the change is seen in a weakened receptivity and in an inability to

-%adapt oneself to an altered intellectual environment. It is this loss of
{ ' /

%mental elasticity which makes men over forty so slow %0 receive new truths.

iit is interesting to noté how the-theory of tﬁe bacterial origin of certain

%diseases has had, as other tylths, to grow to acceptance with the generation

'in which it was announced. The only safeguard in the teacher against this

lamentable condition is to live iny and with the third decade, in company

‘with the younger, more receptive and prdgressive mindse.

i

or the words of the\Son ¢f Sirach.
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On the following déy, Ceteber—5th, he adé;eaweqyfhe Minnesota Academy of

7
Medicine, his—subjeet—beimg—tLicense—tv Practise;*™ the same topic he had used

Q@ﬂmluu»wfh,
on a former occasion.in Baltimore to drive homs mertain truths regarding the
prevalent laxity in the matter of registration, the United States being 'the
only country in the world which commits the mistake of thinking that the doc-
torate dhduld carry with it the licénse to practise.’ He must.have spoken
extemporaneously, and holds up as a model plan that which had been adopted
in Canada - the élection of a medical parliament to control'medical affairs,
to hold examinations; and set medical standards, rather than to have each in-
dividuallschoél eﬁjoy the privilege not onlyrof conferring its degrees but of
licensing its gr#dﬂates as wells This he had fought ;ver in the MeGill Facul-

ty which had, indeed, not been unanimous in its opinion, for Csler and his

friend Dick MacDonnell had heartily disagreed.

' share. T do not \think thet this issue witb\the homeeopat}ic school is a

real one today. Men
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There is no homoe-
homoeopathic mid-

there is only

| at their suffevring patients. s to

e way to sift out any medical error i
' pass all candidates threugh he same portals to the profession. Mistekes will

' be minimized when Men are¢’ taught alike in the essentials of anatomy, phys‘i\olo-
: N

Igy\and. pathology.*

e
\‘ *n],icense to Practise.” Northwestern Lancet, Nov. 1, 1892, xii,
383,

Phere had been meny changes on the staff in Baltimore and he had planned
to see Ogden in Milwaukee to discuss the possibility of his Jjoining forces
with the Hopkins group, but failing to commect with him he wrote shortly

s > 3 ’ - —_
. Leuk - o IIrasteet ‘s"ﬂfu-. 2 /i
after his return:fpe - ¢ by b aq ' andey lh

The Johns Hopkins H

Dear O.: You may remember I wrote you some time agp) as king whether you
had any thought of ever leaving your present plagé, and saying how glad I
should be if you could pitch your tent with ug. It has just occurred to

me that you might like to kmow the followipg circumstances. I have al-

ways had, in addition to the first assistént and the four or five juniors,
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assistant, whose work has been largely in the lMedical Dispensary
'in differendiating and supervising the cases between the hours of ten and
one daily. Yob may remember that Thayer came to me to do this work
three years ago, a very good man, Barker, has been doing it for the
past two years. It ig not a paid position, but the man has his quarters
in the hospital. Now I ‘gave been on the lookout for a long time for some
one who might settle in thd town and devote three hburs a‘day t0 the lMedi-
cal Dispensary, acting as its\chief, just as Finney acts as chief of the
Dispensary on the surgical side. The man who would take it now, however,
while he stayed in the hospital wowld have to do the bacteriological work
on the medical side, which is, however, not very much, =mnd the technique
of which could be easily acquired. It\has just occurred to me that such
a berth (chief of the led. Dispen) would Wltimately be a véry pleasant one
for you, and if you spent six or nine months in the hospital you could in
that wéy get to know the town, and the men, could make a more satis-
;factory start. of course'you know the hospital\well enough, and the sort
of men we have about here. As Iwrote you before, ‘the town is a God~for-

: saken place but full of very nice people . He—eoutd—reét—atongwitheut—
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To H, A, lafleur from ¥W. O.

1l West Franklin Street,
Nov. 11th, 1892.

Dear Laffie I was very glad to have your letter today. Howard, MacDonnell /
& Ross - all gone since I left. Poor Ross! My thoughts have been much
with hims Had we been in any way settled I should have gone up this 'night
last week but we ai'e camping -still in two rooms and I did not care to
leave madam (who has by the way a young Professor under contract) in all the
wrack and ruin of painters plasters & paper hangers. Had Ross not had
some leéven of thé modern spirit I should nof have been appointed in '74 and
when the ice was once broken between us he was a>warm friehd and gi'ew year
by year in my affections.

HNow about yourself. What are your prospects for the chair and for
| the wards either at the R.V. or the M.é'H.? I suppose at the latter one

. of the O.D. Staff will go in but at the former your chances should be first

»

class., I will write personal notes to all the Trustees and any others who

: may in your opinion be able to help. The Minnesota appointment would not :

be open until next Oct. but would be a good thing to fall baeck upon in case
things do not go as we wish at home. There would be many things to try you
i but the school will be progressive and when they get a2 Hospital on the Cam-
3épus the field would be good. I hepe of course that all may be arranged to
Eyour satisfaction in Montreal. |

: I am hard at wark onltwo monographs for the next six months task -
%Tuberculosis of the serous membranes and chorea. I often wish you were
iback again - the material grows moré interesting every year. Hoch goes

' about Xmas. Billings and Ramsay are new men - both good fellovs. I hope
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'you will be able to come for a couple of weeks in the spring. There will
'be a room here for you & we might go off to 0ld Point for a few days or to
]'Phila. Is your friend Martin still in Montreal®? I want to send him a
i;copy of my Aequanimitas address. You will have read or skimmed by this
e :

| ' x
{time my "Teacher & Student" platitudes. . » Yours ever.wo9

e

The Billings he speaks of as a new member of the staff was the son

of John S. Biilings; and Ramsay a recent Toronto graduate was subsequently
transferred from medicine to a place on Kelly's staff., ’Among Welch's gr.oup
George H. F, Nuttall had succeeded Abbott in July of the preceding year;

W. S. Thayer had taken Lafleur's place as Resident Physician in September;

John Hewetson, F. R, Smith and L. F. Barker had been made assistant resident .
physicians; Hunter Robb had been moved to the dispensary; J. Whitrd'dge wil-
liams had been appointed an assistant in éynaecology; and W, W. ,Ruésell, B B, ‘
Cullen, Eugené Van Kess, J. C. Bloodgood and others had pome into the house,*

‘< TS possible to trace some of Csler's movements by dates in
his various\ papers. Thus, his "Note on & Remarkable House Epydemic
of Typhoid Féyer," (University Medical Magazine, Phila., Appfl 1893),
says: "NovembeNZ26, 1892 I went near Darlington, above Havre de Grace,
Md., to ses a cass in connection with which Dr. Sappingtoh gave me the
following remarkablé\history.' There had been ten cas of typhoid
with four death in this _one house, the situation of w ich, with all
its surroundings, he describes: ;

" Mone house, a comfor able, oldpfashioned, square stone

building, is situated on a\ ridge in the bedutiful rolling dis-
trict of Hartford County, omNy a few miles from the Susquehanna
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In front of the house the ground &lopes rapidlzé;zward

the roadway, which runs along a narrow valley. At the ck
e the ground slépes more gradually. At a distance
| of about seventy-eight yards in front and to the left//of the
| stone house, ‘and about two-thirds of the way down thé hill, is
%a comfortable f::ame house, occupied by the tenant, with a fam-
| ily of nine, of ages from 14 to 85. About seventy yards
further down the v\%})ey, close to the roadwgy, is a spring of
clear water, close which is erected the 'spx;ing house' for
}\dairy purposes. ¥  \ : //

One is reminded of his fNrst experience, wh}ie in Montreal, of
being called to investigate the typhoid outbreak in the school &t
Lenoxville, before the discovery of the typhoid bacillus. He was
unable positively to trace the source of the infection but suspected
the contamination of a certain cistern from which water was used to
wash the kitchen utensils. There was still much to learn about
typhoid fever, for at this time the i f 'earriers' had not been
suggestede.

T et

s

As is evident from the letter"‘ﬁ-o—taﬁ:em'-, Osler had aiready plunged into

work with two prospective monographs in mind. But no matter how much occu-

pied, he had thoughts for other people and ample time to dash off frivolous

-

notes and to do kind acts. Thus to one of his small nieces:

P

Dearest Trixie girl I was very glad to get your letter this week.
Please dear lamb, do not get icelated yourself, or eatch anything horrid.
I have been missing you both tod_ay & said several times to Aunt Grace -
I mean Mrs. =-— you know! - I want my littlé girls, but you are very far
away & only my thoughts can go to 40 Division St. Too sorry about' the
pussy. I am writing a letter of condolence 'to Gwen. DPlease you black
eyed darling measure yourself from"che neck to the hem of :}our skirt &

give me your size for a nice new very superior John Wanamaker-ish winter

J
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cold in my head - but no pain in my pansy. K:lés, yourself in the looking-
glass for me and give my love to Auntie & the Jim boy. Ask Ur Jim what
he wants for Xmas You Just find' out quietly % tell me Your loving '_

old ian

the Doct or.
it \

dress - Hurry too as I may go to Phila at the end of the week. I have a

| s
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Buring the session of 1891-1892 theHistorieslGiub, with H. . Hurd pre-
siding, had mapped out for itself a programme which began with a description
by Welch of the AEsculapian temples and worshipy and there followed a systema-
tic study of the Hippocratic writings in which many of the staff participated.
It was intended to-devote the 1892-3 sessions to Galen, ’but Galen almost proved
the undoing of the society - he was too colossal - so that after nibbling at
him the club again took refuge in such miscellar_leous topics as the mood of
its members suggested. The 'Greek thinkers' had long been a éource of in-
spiration to Osler for he was eae—gz those who believed that 'nothing moves
in the world that is not Greek in origin.' When and by whom he first was
4introduced to Plato is not clear, unless by James Bévell those evenings when

kﬁowxu.’ﬁ’/lw,_ Mrey ta R
he browsed in Bpvell's library, but’zhe-at-d;ees% had come to mention Pla'co al-
most as often as Sir Thomas Browne in his more recent addresses and had ueed,

as the rubric for his Text-book,l’lato“s definition ofr the Art of Medicine. Ac-

cordingly, it was natural that he should choose’ as a sequel to the sessions

~

af the club which had been devoted to Hippocrates/the writings of his great

contemporary in so far as ﬁhey cast sidelights on the eonditions of medicine

o






Dece
1892

/ Z : - .
Could the Gresk live over his parental troubles at the end of the nineteenth

Edentury,_he would get a more exact diagnosis and a more rational treatment; but

he might travel far to find so eminent a 'professor’' of gymnastics as Miccus for
fhis boys and in Christian science or faith-healing he would find eur bastard sub-

istitute for the stately and gracious worship of theeAEsculapian temple.

‘ From the Hippocratic writings alone we have a very impq;fect knowledge of

the state of medicine in the most brilliant period‘of Grecian history; and many

details relating to the character and to the 1life of physicians are gleaned only
gfrom secular authors. So much of the daily life of a civilized commnity relates
%to problems of health and disease that the great writers of every age of necessity
ithrow an important side-light not only on, the opinions of the people on thess :
questions, but often on-the condition of special knowledge in various branches.’

: ?hus a considerable literature already illustrates the;medical knowledge of Shake-
:speare, froﬁ whose doctors, apothecaries, and med-folk much may be gathered as to
the state of the profession in the latter part of the sixteenth century. So aleo
the sdire of moliere malicious though it be, has preserved for us phases of medical

)
11fe in ths sevenﬁeenth century, for which we scan in vain the strictly medical S
wrltings of that period; and writers of our times, 11ke4éeorge Eliot, have told for
future generatlons in a character such as Lydgate, the little every-day details of
the struggles and asplrations of the profession of the nineteanth century, of whieh

we find no account whatever in the files of the Lancet.

On rdading the address, Fdward H. Siegeiing wrote him:

 who, in the best sense| 1s a

lauvdobor tempdwris acti. 1 for one fully acknowledg@e the enormous -strides taken

/

} = Z :
by modern medicalsgience, which particularly in its preven

e and sanitary as-







4
58

: ‘ Yov.
' : : 1892

-

into English; and he concludes with this compliment to his young colleaguej

7~ Ind wtiv. I thiuk the aubhor Bas bosn falrly handled by his branee

la‘cors,uvmo, bearing in mind the admonition of Dryden, 'not to lackey by

{the side of his author but to mount up behind him,' have given a clear
z 2

%and interesting rendering of the origihal."
The courses for graduates were still kepf going with the participation

_of all the members of the staff*, and in addition, Billings continued to come

o e '/ *0sler publishid a number Of his lectures - one of
i g < T | them on November 9th\of this/year\being on "Th& Cold Bath
@'eatrlnent of Typhoid"} ledical News, 1xi, 628,

oirer from Washington to give his three lectures on the History of Medicine.

/ e

Rt
But as Osler confessed in his recent Minnesota address, the dry husks of

P

graduate teaching were beginning to pall on the Johns Hopkins group and there A
was even danger lest some of them be lured away by calls from other institu-
tions if‘ there was \to be much further delay in‘ the openi;:g of the medical
schdol. Even Welch had been strongly Vtempted by a call from Harvard to take

the chair of Pathology*, and it is possible that this may have expedited

N

_ *It Was subsequenzz}y/offer d to and accepted by

. his associage W. S. Councilman, related by him in
an article oh "Osler in the Early
Hopkins Hospitaid", Boston Medical
Journal, April, 1920.

ys of the Johns v
Surgical

Mr, Gilman the-—Pres-rd:en't, and the University Trustees in a campaign to secure












- *Accounts of the eaﬂy days of the Johns Hepkins Ee&p tal'
to the time of the opening of the school have ¢ S
~ Cf, The Launching of a University by D. C. Gilman, 1906:
L Fig;éing 3. &uru«n s account in his e of John S. Billings: ‘
, xner's tutiw befero thq al Commission on Uni-
io » riaa of the Bcvelepmm
, by He M. ﬂ!imm,,
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