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Chapter XIII 

THE JOHNS HOPKINS HOSPITAL 
ORGANIZATION OF A CLINI0 

1889 - 1890. 

1 
May 
1889 
A.et. 39 

Johns Hopkins, a Baltimore merchant, a bachelor and a Q;Uaker of economi-

cal habits, had amassed during and after the Civil War what for the time 

seemed a princely fortune. Influenced, it is said, by a conversation with 

his former fellow-townsman, the London banker and philanthropist George 

Peabody, he came to believe that there were two things that were sure to en-

dure , - 'a university, for there will always be youth to train; and a hospital, 

for there will always be suffering to relieve.' b &onsequently caused two 

corporations to be formed, one for tbe maintenance , ;.;;;:, the other 

for a university including a medic 

;the hospital . . left in the hands of his chosen trus-

tees the sum of seven million dollars to be equally divided between the two 

institutions which were to perpetuate his :name. The two boards of trustees, 

which were largely interlocking, f»gm tAe time ef aosl&ing thei1 responsi~ili= 

Uee soon a£t01 lllr. Htl'li!d.ns • s de~ in the UDhurried manne:. said to bave 
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~ a~ charaoterlze~·their actions, proceeded to choose a leader, and with 

rare wisdom, two years later decided upon Daniel ·Colt Gilman, then President 

of the University of California. To the sagacity of this man probably more 

than to any other singl~ influence, the 'Johns Hopkins~ came to be founded 

upon 'the idea of a university' to use Cardinal Newman's phrase, as distinct 

from that of a oollege. 

For twelve years - since 1877 - the hospital had been building. Despite 

an endowment of three and a half million, the hospi~al trustees, with a de-

gree of foresight unusual in a lay board unfamiliar with the · problems in-

·volved, had bided their time and utilized only the aoc?'lled inoome of the 

large tund at their disposal in oonst?'llcting the plant. They bad been for-

a..,_ tunate in theb: selection of Johns. Billings .~ their medical advisor, 

amd the general plans of the hospita~e the product of his brain, 

-f.:lt- had been erected in the so-calloo. •pavilion' style, an outgrowth of 

the system of separated wards with mich Billings ha.cl been so familiar in 

the ariey- hospitals during the later years of the Civil war. The 



... 

3 
May 
1889 

grounds were extensive, coMprising ,four city blocks on the crest of a hill -

a superb $ite which had been selected by Mr. Hopkins himself, on the eastern 
------

edge of the city of his day. 

The university, 'across towµ,' had no such setting - indeed for the 

casual visitor was hard to find - for D. c. Gilman believed in spending 

more money on men and their tools than on buildings, and the first group 

of six professors he had assembled - Gildersleeve, Roland, Sylvester, Remsen, 

Morris, and in biology Huxley' s pupil l!ewell Martin - fully justified his 

judgment for they quickly placed the Johns Hopkins, as a university in fact 

rather than in name, far in the lead of all other institutions in the land 

which were endeavouring {o establish higher courses for groo.w.tes. It was 

looked. upon in educational circles as more or less of an experimei.t though . , 
one in which everybody confessedly was deeply interested, and from the outset 

the pla~e had been well ~dvertised - almost too well on its baptismal day in 

1876 when Huxley delivered the inaugural discourse without accessories of 

~ '' Vtw1-. .:.c ~ la ~ II~ ""1""" 1,;:,...L O'\C~~'l O {C: 
music, prayer or benediction. D. C. Gilman has JAft au aeeet2'l'l:t ef the 

episoae iH o.hich 110 ea~&c. 
"'tw.-,(u:;._ 4-., ("-..'---fu. e..f,,,_,t,c:;,__ / 1i; ~ { ( .;:;:-- L.lt-,,, ~ ~ 

~~-trw ' '-'1"'fr441rL-7, ..J&.y~ .,_, -iu,..,. ~ : ~~ 
~ c... J,-~.,. - w-1.:lL..~ ,,~ 



4 
May 
1889 

Many people who thought that a university, like a college, could· 

succeed Ullless it was under some denominational control, were sure 

that this opening discourse was but a.n overture to the play of ir­

religious and anti-religious actors. Vain _it was to mention the Ull-

1questioned orthodo~ of the trustees, and the ecclesiastical ties of 

I those who had been selected to be the professors. Huxley was bad enough; 

Huxley without a prayer was intolerable. 

Some weeks afterward, a letter came into rrry hands addressed. to a 

,Presbyterian minister of Baltimore, by a P~esbyterian minister of New York. 

I Both have now gone where such trifles have no , importance, so I venture to 

. I 

give the letter, quoting from the autograph. The italics are mine: 

"Hew York, 3 Oct., 1876 • 

Thanks for your letter, rrry friend, and the information you give. 
The University advertised Huxley's Lecture as the 'Opening' and so 
produced the impression which a Baltimore correspondent increased by 
taking the thing as it was announced. It was bad enough to invite 
Huxley. It were better ' to have asked God to be present. It would 
have been absurd to ask them both. 

I am sorry Gilman began with Huxley. But it is possible yet to 
redeem the University from the stain of such a beginning. No one 
wi~l be more ready than I to herald a. better sign.n 

It was several years before the black eye gained its natural colour. 

People were on the alert for impiety, and were disappointed to find no 

traces of it - that the :Faculty was- made up of just such men as were found 
- I 

in other faculties, and that in their private characters and their public 

I utterances there was nothing to awaken suspicion or justify mistrust.* .......... raniel Coit Gilman: 
1906, Dodd, :Mead & 

11The Launching of a University. i, New Yorlr, 
Co. _ To D. c. Gilman, the b'.ospita.l as ·well 
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as the university owed mueh. Andrew Carnegie said that his spe- _ cial gift was in drawing all men attar him by pleasing all and of­fending none, •doing the absolutely unnecessary 1mgentle things in a gentle way.' And Osler in his "Fixed Period" ad.dress said his association with him had been an education and a revelation, adding: HI had never before been brought into close contact with a man who loved difficulties just for the pleasure of making them disappear. But I am not going to speak of these happy days lest it should forestall the storJ I have written of the inner history of the first period of the hospital" - a history, be it said, as ---¥et · unpublished. 

But great changes may occur in thirteen years, and though there was 

(,;;;:,..t.L 
still considerable local hostility mBg¼ei witft Bet a little jealett5'Y of 

'The Hopkins' , it was beginning to give way under the unquestioned excellence 

of the university prQgramme and the rapidly growing fame of the institution 

which made it in the earl? years a Mecca for the most brilliant of the young 

scholars of the land who were looking for inspiration and post-collegiate 

instruction. 

r 

During ':1~=••;i~/41lings had been writing and lecturing on the sub­ftL.t. t~ fi"""- / 

ject of the hospital and the proposed medical school, and meanwhile all the J 

leaders of medicine of two continents had been consulted by Gilman. In 188:3 
I 

the first step had .been taken toward-a provisional Medical Faculty consisting 

of Ira Remsen in chemistry, Newell Martin in biology, and William H. Welch 



6 
liq 

1889 

called from New York to take the Chair of pathology - the first time such a 

~ 

post had been established on a full university basis. 

appoiMments were ni.d.e, tu na:l:ieiM aB4 phat.iiii631ogfi, and lUlllngs had 'be&n 

r7 
~atthew Hay [y,rites Dr. llelcfil was appointed to the Chair of 

Pharmacology in 1881 at the same time that I was elected to the 
Chair of Pathologv. We corresponded about plans for the school, 
but never met. I see that Hays records this in "Who's Who." When 
I was appointed it was intended to proceed with the selection of 
other members of the medical faculty, so as to be ready to open 
the school at the same time that the hospital was opened, which it 
was thought then would be in two or three years. Then came the 
financial difficulties due to:failure of the B. & o. to pay dividends 
on the stock, and I found 1A'{Self somewhat stranded as regards medi­
cal teaching and human autopsies. If we had been able to proceed, 
say in 1885 or 1886, with the selection of other members of the 
Faculty we should probably have missed Jllall, Abel, Halsted, Kelly, 
and,above all, Osler, and our fate might have been very different. 
Martin became incapacitated only just as we were starting the medi­
cal school in 1893. 

C ~ &a; fat 11...:::r- 8M:"' 

1>ft6red a cttall of eyg:teS, °'-ii:tt owing to his duties in iaihlngtcm :l:a conne~-f\ 

On Weleh•s return from abroad, in 1886, something more nearly resembling 

an institute of ex,perimental medicine than anything the country had seen be -.,, 

fore, was soon in operation in the first building erected on the hospital 

,rounds. Here, from 1886 to 1889 courses 1n pathology for graduates had been 
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gl.ven, and around Welch there gathered a group of enthusiastic co-workers, 

including Franklin P. Mall , the first appointed Fellow, Sternberg, Councilman, 

Halsted, Abbott; Bolton, Fle:xner, Booker and Walter Reed, some of whom-were 

to remain as permanent appointees. As a culmination of all this, the formal 

opening of the hospital7...oa !l3:e,esd:a;y, MaJ 'ffu, coinciding as it did with Osler•a 

affo:J;ntment as I'l:cyslcian i:l'l Cb.i sf, Jan'1. tae tPaastea.- Qf ah pesiienee to J;alti " 
~ / 
~,/ was widely heralded. I . not only the medical but the lay press of' the 

month contained elaborate accounts of the hospital, its plans, specificatio~s 

and purposes. No plant certainly was ever dedicated under more favourable 

circumstances, nor V!i th a more widespread interest in vih.a.t the future might . 

have in store for it. 

On Monday, May 6th, the new hospital buildings were thrown open for 

public inspect ion, and on the following day came the formal opening which be-

gan with a prayer - the omission of which, in due accord with the custom of 

the society of Friends, had nevertheless raised such a storm ai'Otmrl: Hmdey 

thirteen years before, - and ended with music. 
~.cJ~ 

The1 e we~ee addresses '3 c-..... 

, 
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by Francis T. King the President of the Board of Trustees; by John H. 

Billings who gave a detailed though impersonal account of his connection 

with the great project; and the third by Mr. Gilman on "Charity and Knmv-

ledge" which closed with this characteristically felicitous phrase: 

Upon one hill of Baltimore rises a temple, 'whose guardian c~est, the 

silent cross,' is an emblem ot the Christian faith; upon another a lofty 

oolumn reminds us of the pattiot's hope; upon a third the H6tel-Dieu is 

placed, - the house of charity. Significant triad! 'Here abideth Faith, 

Hop• and Charity, but the greatest -of these is Charity.•• 

•Maryland Medical Journal, May 4, 1889, :at, 30. 

A.\ reception followed, with a vi8\ving of the pl~t, and it may be as-

sumed that Osler played an enthusiastic pa.rt in sho,ving his personal gu.ests 

Iha. "h-~. 
overj~et wa:s \'IPI4«•s~il.---=w4Je 111e Jast-.wonl;;;J:n:;:1')0s,1,/lta l ,::0118-k-w.t:tioZI._ 

• • It was a brilliant day, and notabilities, medical and othervli.se, 

from Baltimore and the principal medical schools of America were grouped 

under the vast dome of the ad.ministration building to vntness the inau­

guration of what ,vas confidently believed to be the last word in hospi­

tal construction and management for the scientific study and treatment 

of disease. There was a feeling of elation - one might even say of 
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• exaltation - that the structlilre which had taken twenty yea:rs to evolve, 

absorbing the energies and thought of so many able minds, had at last be­

come a fait accompli. And to none more than to Dr. Osler was this a 

red-letter day. To blaze a perfectly new road, untrazmnelled by tradition, 

vested interests, or medical •deadwood• - best of all, backed by a board 

of management imbued with a fundamental and abiding respect for scienti­

fic opinion and commaming an ample budget .. what more could the heart of 

man desire? The days that followed were filled with the many details of 

organization. There were record- forms 8.1?,d charts of various sorts ~o be 

devised, instruments of precision and appliances for diagnosis to be pur­

chased, diet lists to be drawn up, and not least, a clinical laboratory 

to be furnished and equipped - the latter a temporary affair, as those 
/ . 

who had planned the magnificent pile of buildings had .omitted to make 

provision for this essential feature of a medical clinic. With all these 

matters Dr. Osler busied himself with his usual cheerful and untiring in­

dustry, and the thought that was uppermost was to have the best that could 

be obtained.;* --
Lafleur, H. A.: "Early Days at the Johns Hopkins Hospital 

with Dr. Osler." Canada Medical Association Journal, May 1920, 
Memorial Mumber, p. 42. 

----The responsibility of organizing the clinic rested primarily on osler•s 

shoulders, and fr cm what has gone before, the course he would· pursue could 

~,...._b ll\,I,. ... 
have been foretold. With i:he b~et lf?'atiitions of Ed.inbur..g,n a-s tPMl:slated. to 
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McGill, 1.e planned to make much of bedside clinical teaching with chief empha­

sis on practical instruction to 

~ J,~ ~.r ~ d" "-?>-~ 

was eager fur ~cal school 

-d.- t~i. 
~l~C.,,.t'/a ,,._,_, 

small grou.ps of studentsf am fr0m the etttset 

U..-,,1. fu. ~•..L- /U;:;. ~ ~~:<.,.. ~'r IJ-do ...:_ 

to ile stuteEl, the~ this '1as :pexforee de-

<P"4-- .,.lLr4--- : / 

1:ae.yereee:a-'Efe:e:r~ssio01m111eH1i!r:h!lw1e.-. • .----J.1:M~ehSa;aw..H:Vi~'.a:4:i±lee.-, ...:hh:oer,,w,,ee-T~OM'I' ~afi' of i ~i o:P ~ expez·tencrnd 

¼nteznes was gathe1ed, ~arrowing from his knowledge of the German clinics, 

a hierarchy of long-term hospital residents was established to take t he place 

~ -

of the ~rief period of .:aeopita-1 interneship,which had been and still con-

tinues to be the custom in most hospitals. He had-ma.de a wise choice in 

Lafleur as his Resident Physician, under whom J. A. Scott and Harry Toulmin., 

recent Philadelphia graduates,were to be the first Assistant Residents, and 

with this nucleus there gathered an ever-increasing group of devoted satel-

lites. One of them, H. M. Thomas, a Baltimorean whose father was one o£: the 

Quaker members of the original Board of T"::e•, ? 1~ e.eo_. of - -,,~ ~~ the earlu historzr st tfl:e hospiilal,a.;&M lth:e ~ents folle;vil'l:g tb:e epeE:ing of 

May 7th ~ may be g:i VAtl ui ai e WO% d.s • 

11.;:. ,,.._, ,_,_ - )-'-- lli;:, 

t.~+~ 

~ (ff) _, ,.,.., • ~ . 

(~~ ........ e.~ .. 3~ ~ ~ 
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opened first and patients were admitted to the 

wards from it, and Osler,_ surrounded 1;,y a few of us, himself wrote the 

in the 

it was an unique feature o 

and that the 

or surgery. 

Until the \'78.rds were full he was. constantly 

various subde:partments of rredicine, for 

system that the services were continuous,. 

tments were grouped under either medicine 

days of ·the university, so it was 

with the hospi taJ. at the beginning. :orkers formed a closely united body. 

Osler radiated by his e~le and personality constant stimuli to careful 

clinical work and investigation along all sorts of lines. He pointed out ,_ 

problems, encouraged every one in v.ha~ .he desired to do, and was more 

than 'liberal in, his commendation of work done. His abs'Qlute generosity 

threw open his whole clinical material to the , use of any ~ who had a 

' problem. He urged and assisted in the publication of the resUAts, and 
'\ 

saw to it that the. young men got the whole credit of the work. 'When often 

\ it should have gone to himself. Is it to 
''\,, chief has such devoted followers? '! 
~ 

be wo:ndered at that such \ 

"---~r *Tho:mas·, Henry M.: "Some memories 

I Medical School and of Osler' s Advent. 11 

Bulletin, 1919; xx:x:, 188. 
1--

of the development of the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital 
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Five venturesome patients visited the dis:pensa.I"'J the morning its doors 
"' 

(;J:c,., =#;; 19 ,..: '- , . ..., ... ,. 6 ..rl,C:, -;, .. :i '-A: 1 --~ ,;.., 
were ~ throvr.:t1 open, and a few days later, qn Uay 15th to be exact, the 

'first case, one of aortic aneurysm, was admitted to the single medical ·ward 

then read&" for occupancy: 
-.A.. o-.......r-1."'Y J)':"J,,~ -~ ~ ffi,1,.t from this small beglnning thingo/moved ~ . 

very busy:) liMl-i:r'1~ ~ 

/ ~e was not ':..1ousy, however, "";o £01so• later in the mon~-

\ nual meeting in Newport, RJ>eil,e r.,.-, of the A,nerican l.!ediOal Association•..._ I.,, 1 

l __. 
I *nm~;3":i:l"l'lec.f'r~s11'httoi~~~-e~d.l:-!5'!'1~:11Ai~cl.i-'I. m~e"'1rr1.s-s-no-tf~bi'.!'1'~aC'ii"T"n~sr-t''f?'l'!:c~o=H.@a;ia.iri:.Aa,d a.ooe:>filng t-o the L ItaHea metheroJ., am ,l.lfeported a case of "Wo:td Blindness with Hemianopsian pttblished later in the American Journal of Medical Sciences for March 1891, ci, 219. -

in twenty-five years that the A. M. A. had "met in New 

• ere Pepper gave the chief address and Welch another on nstate 

outlined the now: ana L1po1 tc.,,u'ti tepie of the bearings 

upon the future prevention o:t disease, of the rapidly accumu.latirig knowledge 

regarding bacterial infections - the forerunner of ideas which have culminated 

in the School of Hygiene and Public Health of which thirty years later he 

was to become Director. 

I 
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<'i:n-CJhief, ...-ore I,pfJ enr, Toulrni TI :;i;aa Seott :.,,:, a.l::i: ead:;s, :,tl!i:ted.,f..,heres.s Welch 

as Pathologist-in-Chief was re:presented. by w. T. Cou.ncilman and Alex.a.nder 

Abbott in residence. As the ambulatory clinic for out-patients was to be 

made- a featv.re of the hospital and its natural feeder, Halsted,terrij?orarily 

slated as tt,Acting Sm•geontt to the Ja:oopita.11 was macle chief of the dis]'0nsa.ry 

with F. J. Brockway the fil-st Resident Su.rge-on, and J.M. T. Finney and 
. . 

:J.,,,a- ffiv?· ~/ooe44e br EGlu,f -6:4-"Ue/'L <. u 
G. s. Clarke as his assistants:)_ ~i1,:g t1u~ s1wner c!lll o these first-

~ if;u9: ~ • • 
comeriy 1i veyin the ::spi ta::,f .:t-egetb.o~ With :Ul... as 

.....__ ' \- - ---1 

---
acting Direc~~ 

/ while the dis:pensa.ry was being :put in OiJerat· n and the first of the hosJ?i-

tars z-:a.rds vrere being ,,0~ed. in charge of 

,,, 
special de1:ia.rtments, were Sa..11IJ1el Theobald, R. B. noriso:u, William D. Booker, 

H. M. Thomas·a.nd J. n. MacKenzie. 
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Gy:imeee1ogi.s)-'tio tbe bosp-i-:t~ ane.-1' .. act .g.one .ab.r.o.ad_for a fevr months' 

~ng:c;7Jolnedthe f;TOttp-wi tlr-h3ns £ ormer--assistaut and future Resident,_ 

HU.r.1.tm' !t oliu ;-

/ To H. v. Ogden trorn w. o. 

I 
I 

'l'he Johns Hopkins Hospital. 
Baltimore. 

June 26th. 1889 

Dear Ogden I send my Cerebral Palsies of Kids, & a val. address. Health 

Boards will save the profession in this country if well organised. Wish you 

could come down here - had always at your disposal. We are in full swing -

50 patients in wards & averaging 60-80 in Dispensaries daily. I am 'l& rgely 

responsible for Kelly who is the highest gynepod & one of the best operators 
~-t'-. in the country. I know him intimtely. He has a bitter enemy in Je-P~ 

& I have no doubt some of his triends have been talking. His record is re­

narkable. His third suooessful Caesarian - mothers & children - was :per­

fori:ned 6 weeks ago. I wish we could have had Senn here. That Washington 

escapade & those letters killed him in the. East. 

for Aug. 1st. Was there last week - all well. 1 

l"'iours ever. 

w. o. 

I shall be in Toronto 

11' ~ ~,>.. (1.._ 'CUtc., ,W1A,I).... f... ;--. a.,,,..,,~ 
~~,i...~-«.---~~ 

"'-'--~ q-~;"--4- c-~I.,. fl..u- ·~ lr.:. J.--,. 

~' early in August, Henry M. Hurd1previously head of the state Hos-

~ pi tal for the I:nsa.ne ~t Pontiac, ·.:ichiga.'1, who .e¼ft& had been :,oloeteel in June 
I 

as the future S1.1.perintend.ent QrS ,, .. 9;i,;i, a.a Frefessor of I'oyefti8'tx;; ,ca.m.e to relieve 
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self-imposed task,as ~treoior,-.ieA ae hsd oeettpied 

and at tMs time if~~lllng., wi ;;;;;,..~ ]!>Bsi-

as Moa:~cal Advisor to the tr't29toe,s. .EXcept 
~~~- t_- ~ , 1-ui 4. for the suite of rooms set apart for the S~e;.,inteBd:oB1i, :fet Dr. lltH'8r was the 

only married member of the household, the more desirable rooms in the ad.mi!].-

istration building were given over to the juniors, several of whom rejoiced 

in a separate study and bedroom - such quarters, indeed, as hospital internes 

had never before known. IIslst ea, OQ•mc1J Ji]an and OsJ.e;p, mem:mi11le, oeOUf)i-ea 

......sm-1-lJ rooms on the uffer at oil'~t yet ful1~ :!uni~~ 

So this original group living intimately together, the chiefs and their 

juniors1became a closely knit body of friends who knew how to work as well 

as to play together. One may be sure that much lively banter :passed between 

these actively-minded people and that their individual foibles were not spared. 

The new Superintendent ceased to preface his remarks by ":C once knew a man in 

Pontia.c, &c.u after he had reprimanded the staff one morning for putting an 

out-of-town visitor imable safely to negotiate his way across town, in bed 
• 
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the night before in one of the wards, for he was told 'it was the man from 

" Pontiac. Wl--t, i.,..._.,,. t...-. It was a toss-up as to whethe? Weleh, Osle:r, Hels11ea. er Hm-d: ~ 

the uppe~ in some practical joke played on one or the other of their 
~ --tJ~ ~ 1';.t,i ~ colleagu.es ·and carried out with 4 solemn face. Semeeo weu.aa some to...the 

~..:/4.: ta,hJe ana--:t;.ell 0'£ an extJ:a81!Aina:cy new aina.se taey B:QQ. s-ee:n Eererhi. -rl'ius, 
c.,J""....uL /Hi,► -. t.fv,.,."'""-7 Welch £or a long time iiPOJ?iHici;fiints concerning a- Imo/malady calleji 'Herod's . 

disease' - concerning which he would pretend to translate. extracts from the 
\ 

foreign journals, tm.til he was finally exposed by some chance slip and it was 

recognized as liyiasis - •to be devoured by worms.' 

Then Osler, one Sa~urda.y night, had been to see Richard. Mansfield in 

"The•. Parisian Romance", a play in which Mansfield dies of a well-simul'ated 

stroke of apoplexy. The pathologists of the hospital naturally enbµgh were 

eager not to l ose ahy opportunity for post-mortem examinations, and on Osler's 

return, seeing C.J>uncilman reading in the common room, he announced that there 

had been a fatality~ a cerebral haemorrhage - and an immediate examination 

was requested. This hint was promptly taken by Councilman and Abbott, \WJ.O 

repaired to the pathological laboratory and made their preparations, but as 
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nothing happened, after a long wait they telephoned the ward, and learned the 

true facts. Osler had long since gone to bed and taken the precaution of lock-

ing his door/ .OO'tffl:oilrn•s xetiring rema.i"k wee, "I'll get him ye1i-." 
. . ,,. It.. \/'l~ 0 ~ Jyi _..., V-4..lt-a.. lfu : In some reminiscences of these days, W?Uten by W,t;P. Gonucl.-lman., he sacy s: 

• • • Be @sle~ was then not quite forty and looked younger, a well-
knit but rather spare figure, of about the average height, a rather 
long moustache, the position of the ends of which seemed to ~ary with 
his mood, hair even then a little sparse, a clear but rather sallow com­
plexion, a broad forehead, good eyes, and lively expression. I think 

1 that ~stranger with good knowledge of men would have thought him from 
appearance interesting and been attracted by him. His clothes were al­
ways sim_ple and worn well a.-rid he fancied cravats of rather striking colour. 
At first, with the exception of Welch and Mall, we all lived in the hos­
pital, our rooms in the main building were e:pa.cious, comfortably furnished 
and the outlook over the city and harbour was ' fine. uo one of the small 
group of men who partici~ted in the hospital life at this early period 
ca.n forget its fascination. • Fer eeme weeJ?cs Mr. Gilfflffll acted a~ 

Sll;pe~:ndei.t even-to the extent of eate~ 

~ng-me.n-, Em~,-whe--ha,El:-:s-~r-1:~~,t-enc,e.,..~,1,S-.Cilh.!lac.asa:an11-aas-eate:-

EU' and the hospital table left nothi-ng-to---oe des-ired. • • We break-
fasted together, then each sought his particular duties, to meet again at 
luncheon. The luncheon hour., at which most of those working at the hos­
pital gathered, was the most deligi1.tfu1 of the day. Osler, Welch, Halsted, 
Mall, Lafleur, and with the usual :visiting stranger, sat at a table in 
the end of the dining room. The conversation was always lively and inter-
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I eating, everyone sought to bring something to the feast. There was talk 

1 about work, jokes and laughter. A favourite game in which Osler rather 
I 

excelled, his early experience with Egerton Y. Davis and the Cau.ghna.wauga 

I Indians having given him previous practice, was to relate the impossi~le 

I and to lead up to this so skilfully tl:J.,te1:1g.. the f'aet that the line between 
I 

fact and fiction was obscured. It was very 'well :for us who knew the game, 

1 but occasio:nally it would be played when the serious visitor was present 
' 

and he often carried away with him striking information of new facts in 

medical science. The exchanges between Osler and Halsted were al~s a de­

light and we all sought to get something on the other. I remember once 

1 that I had gone to Philadelphia to read a paper on a subject in whicn we 

were all interested, but unfortunately I had mistaken the date by a week, 

at that time not being accustomed to think of evils long in advance. I 

was naturally somewhat fearful of the :fact being ascertained, and the first 

thing, the ne:x:t day, Osler asked me a.bout the paper, how it had. been ac-

cepted, whatwnihe discussion, etc. I rather welcomed the opportunity to . 

get the matter over with and spQke of the enthusiastic reception accorded 

the paper and gave at some length the discussion upon it. "What did Wilson 

say?" asked Osler, and I thought it well to 1put Wilson in opposition and 
I 

gave as well as I could his opposing a.rgunen t. "Yes," said Osler, ttJim 

Wilson spent last night with me and said he immensely enjoyed your paper 

but he could not quite agree with you. 11 * 

•uosler in the Early Days at the Johns Hopkins Hospital." 
Boston :Medical & Surgical Journal, A;pr. 1920, clxxx.ii, 341. 

Two things IXIllSt not be lost sight of in regard to the chiefs of service. 

Their youth in the first place,:for Osler not quite forty was the senior in years, 
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with Welch a year younger, Halsted thirty-seven, Hurd thirty-six, and Kelly 

only thirty-one. In the second place,these young men 7as had been true of 

those originally gathered to make the nucleus of the universr~y, had been im-

ported into a conservative community which had its O'Wl'.l. fine medical traditions, 

and it is but natural that there must have been some heart-burnings on the part 

/ of ceriJ;ain local physicians and more particularly of their chauva.nistic friends 

that there was no representative of the Baltimore :profession on the new Faculty. 

~~ It was a situation requiring on the part of taooe ye\Yl:g mOB a combination of 

patience, of tact, of good-fellowship, of kindly feeling, and.,at the same time, 

evidence of indubitable professional superiority. As Lafleur reeaJJ,.s: 

( !1; idle to say that patients at once flocked in large 

I numbers 

in stating now, 

lie of Baltimore was at 

The Baltimoreans of that 

and well-appointed wards. There can be no hann 

distance, that the attitude of the general pub-

lukewarm toward the new ins-ti tut ion. 

ntially clannish and •southern', 

and as most of the heads of hospital departments ha.d been chosen from 

other centres of medical education in 'the north', 

bond of union between the hospital staff a.nd the public, o clung to 

their local medical authorities. It is only fair to state t 

I -
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feeling, has entirely disappeared, and that Baltimore is justly proud of 

its )great hospital and medical school. To no one more than to Dr. 
\ • 

Osler - ~o his personal charm and tact, no less than to his great pro-

fessi:cnal 'attainments, is due the credit of having •1 broken the ice' and~ 

establish;;a t most cordial and intimate relations between the gen~ral 

medical professi and the public of Baltimore and the Johns Hopkins 

Hospital. 

i__- "' ~ 
The~ t~e hos~i~alc\~s soon joined by A. L. Ghriskey, D. 11e.redith , 

Reese and, in the fall, by W. s. a.i--id the:i;-e are ma.:ny a.rm.1.Sing tales 

r 
told of the )?ranks yfu.ich were playea. and t .d.e high spirits which prevailed, 

for many of these men had a well developed sons'\. tun ~s well as a highly 

developed capacity for work. Higl1ly developed, too was a spirit of hospi-

tali ty, for even had this not been ing:rainei i ve- long in the at-

mosphere of Baltimore 'v-n.thout its becoming second 11at1.,.re; 2.1~ were the 

1 visitors vfuo came, filled with curiosity to see w:i12.t progress v;as being made. 

W. T. Co1u1cilman has said: 

V 

I 
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There was much conjecture as to the character of the new medical school, 
the creation of which was believed to be itmninent, much curiosity as to what 

was already in existence, and visitors were many. How well I remember 

these visitors and the trfps which Dr. W~loh and I used to make with them 

through the hospital buildings then nearing completion; he usually explain~ 

ing the heating, while the more obscure and intricate ventilation fell tom:,~ 

the ground that! had more imagination. 

---- T6 John H. Mllsser from w. o. 

The Johns Hopkins Hospital. 
Thursday. 

Dear Musser I have just l)ad a note from J. w. White saying that he & Mrs. 

w. proposed coming down on Sunday next. Now as I wish~o have you l{llietly 

here with grandpa Welch. & no intrusions I believe we should spend a more 

profitable day if ayou postponed your visit until the 30th. I had asked w. to 

dine with you here next Saturday ew. at 7. If'' you have any other engagement 
,, 

wh. would make the 30th less convenient come this Saturday as I could hand 
White over to Halsted & we could at ,least have Saturday eve. undisturbed. 

Love to the chicks. 

Wm OSLER' 
f 

Though the Nurses' Training School had not as yet been formally opened nor 

its directress yet been chosen, a number of capable women had been attached 
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from time to time, one of whom an Englishwoma.n7 gz-ad.ua.te of the Florence Night-

ingale School, a Miss Louisa Parsons, of whose sad death years later the cir-

cumstances will be told, was temporarily put in charge. During most of the 

summer Osler remained at his post, for though Baltimore in midsummer is not 

a.n ideal place for sustained work, the hospital is so fortunately situated that 

life there is comfortable enough. 

To President Gilman from w. o. 

The Johns Hopkins Hospital. 
July 19th, 1889. -

Dear Mr. Gilman: - I dare say you will -be glad to have a line or two ~rom me 
giving an aooount of~ stewardship. The machine works smoothly, thanks to 

your manipulation. Thanks, also to your arrangements, there bas been no 

trouble so f'ar. '!'he number of' patients keep,s about the same - forty-seven 

today. The nurses continue satisfactory. I think that we have been vary 

fortunate in--our selection. 
_ ...,.__ _______ _ 

~ethat you are enjoying y_our well earned holiday, and I will be glad 

if you will give~ regards to Mrs. Gilman - our lady visitor. Should I get 

anywhere near Mt. Desert this summer, I shall assuredly come to Northeast 

Harbour. ~, 

~ 
--

Yours very truly, 

wtn OSLER 
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He must have secured a secretary by this time, an umvonted luxury, for 

this is the first of his recovered letters which was ty:pewritten, all of his 

previous correspondence and papers having been written out in long-hand. ~'i tta;- fw.i. 
t~ ~f~ -y ~ -(µ,._,,_ ~ ~ -~ ~ , ·».ll~dL rt. f~ - k;, )'-,c:-\. ........._ ~ s.-.,. 

Sc..7 (Hv,,,.i( I 

Oale!) m9aR'IA'k~J e, after enga~g llis junlors ( in the further purs • 

~,..1,_;r [;,... ..;,,.t. 11hA.--U.Z Ctw.,.41-u.., ,,._ B~. 
malaria which was ~revalent was beginning to l'!as1llll8-hi.-.s-

th~ his fil'!st papers ,ma.ex the title ef ~rofe 0£ Mediaine natUPal~~ 
/ 

/ 
ra.Jate ta bis PbiJaiie-1-l)hia neurological :mat-erial, sfflle-o~lIL.bfilng little 

~ 

more than he previously \¥Ottld have COiff.FI'-8'&8-84-ii'rt-e- an editori-a¼-tteti:-00. 

¥He got away by the end of August for a visit in Toronto, and from there, 
-- __.../ 

.$- ' - - LJ,.A 

( in COmJ?a&¥ ~zitll. hi& fa:v=evite 1H:119aew, W. Vi. l!'l"e.i'lei&/ ~stead of t;J,.a~st 
~ ~ --- -- ---- '--- ..........___. ___ 

t o Ba.nff where the Canada Medical Association was to maet,?{or good and suf-

ficient reasons went to pay a visit to a doctor friend who was in charge of 

the Leper Colony at ~racadie on the Gulf of St. Lawrence in the very north-

eastern corner of the Province of Mew Brunswick. New Brunswick is not so 

large but that some Philadelphia friends,ineludins MFe. ~- w. GrQss, who were 

~ . spending the su.Ti111er on the Island of Grand Men.an on the southwest corner of 

~ /J>lA.,, _..,....._.. •'-"'c:b. • '7" te-l-, k--,,._u• (i .. Jn~,­
~ 4,,-1~ ?""4- ,.,..._._ s ,,.c:-1... ...._.~. 
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0-4. t;/"1Jt ~s ' 
the Province, joined forcies ·with th~a;ae Hi uvas mry:mus1ng ru.td enjoyt,Cole 

jo11rney ta wbihb ~ the 1:.eper Ool~ePe 9r'' iucldentai. 

~ returning home he attended the fourth session of the Association of 

Physicians in Washington, September 18 to 20, and ,though Osler as usual par-

tici:pated freely in the discussions, his special topic on the subject of 

rheumatism and rheumatoid arthritis was postponed. 

To H. v. Ogden from w. o. 

The Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
Baltimore, Sept. 23rd, 1889. 

Dear Ogden The F' s move to 83 Carlton st. this month - perhaps better ad-
1 dress o/o Percy Bath 16 King st. w. I had a quiet month at homo - ran off to 

e. see the lepers at Traoadi}', N..B. • Wish you would come hero before I leave 

the Hospital - I am sorely tempted to stay on for a year. It flourishes 

apace. Did ·I send you my Valedictory? I de not think I did. I send one 

with~ couple ~f reprints. Poor F(•ie•ill That girl had a lucky escape. 

Te~ look •ery well 
-ta 11he paot&-. \ 

\ 

\ 

s inoe rely yours, 

wm OSLER 
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~ I "\.. Remb1isoen-oe • Dr, w. w. Francis. Visit to the leper colony at Tracadie. 
'-- -

• • :..~r wL- -e..., w.o. took me along - I was only 10. ~\ilhen ee st~rted from Toronto,..:-..atiti 

i intended to leave me with some friends in Montreal and%ick me up on his re­

turn a week later. But I was too polite to refuse the cheese at dinner - it 

was very high - and I would not stay in a house where such food(?) was possible. 

So on I went with h'im to l?ortla.nd Maine, and from theve to Eastport where we 

waited impatiently for a boat from Grand Manan, which was br.llnging two mysterious 
-

friends to join us. They were the 'Widow Gross' {the first time I saw her) and . 
Miss Woolley, and the four of us made the rest of the trip together, via St. 

John, Bathurst, and a tunny littl~ railway thence to Conquette on th~ Baie de 

Chaleurs, where we were all put up by a very charming family, with some girls 

who made a lot of me.~ 

_..,-Next day the rest of them drove 30 ~iles to Tracadie and inspected the 

colony of (?)18 lepers. I was le t behind with •·cold feet', the result of heat, 

lobsters and seeing some pictures of the lepers. 
I 

< When we got back to Bathurst and the main line, the train was late, hot, 

and crowded, and the only accommodation left for w. o. and me and an enormously 

fat R. c. bishop was the smoking room of the Pu.llman. The bishop offered to 

climb up to the upper berth, but we both looked at his girth, and he joined us 

in the laugh. w.o. and 1 shared the upper & 
t.A.t. 

the bishop snored horribly. -we--/ . 
°"~':""'~ droppe,F -s.irl a ne_:Ct day ~t Cacouna •. -/such :l.s my childhood recollection. Boiled down, l tear there is nothing in 

it but the fact of the visit and that Mrs. Gross accompanied us. 

. J..;.c:1--... ~~ f,. ... 
'7 ~ .... ~ 4-<..~..., -,._ ~-re ,,.."· i:!!-6 4r ~ ~ i.,.,.,½/~ ~~1 u..-

!M,,vua.w,.. 1 '7AJ,,C>~ - "~°t' f~- 'Iv... ~- /~~ f~ {/-.,- '-t4._,-£..,jt,I-.£-~---'ft-,... "ftM4. 1 ___... ,,__~ k- '-ff!.,j° 1~ •e • .:. ~~ J-- ......, 1.;;: J,- .11p.11,,.,.-I,..;,._ 

(.,-(~c;:--"t Lr- ~ -~ 1;;;..,.. . ~--'-~ ~ 
I 

I 
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A~t.ed in this letj;.er-t-e 0-g(l:ew, ho wa~O-lea-ve 1iho hoslY,i tal ,.., 

&nd\hortly after took ,up his :residence at 209 West Mom.unent s-e-reet where 

the eldest daughter of his brother Featherston, whom he persisted in intro-

ducing as '!~rs. O.', ea.me to keep house for h/ "I am going into house­

keeping' he writes on October 3rd to~~friend ~ullin of 1Hemilton, --
"Tell ];'frs. Uullin tlli_s: is preparatory to ma1~rying a widow with 8 or 10 chil-

l./ 
I 

The arra..'Ylgement gave him the first opportunity he had ever had of 

entertaining in his own home, and it ea.me to be the exception for him ever 

~ to sit at table without on~~ mo;re g'blOSts, 12,;r:rl if theI e ha_ppe,ned ~o be---nu-

/ transient visitors :!?rem e'ttt of t~ members of the hospital sta:f~Z ,, 
' ~ "'1--J J..,.,. l:,~ :} -

s h,A.& ,, -t-. ~ """-.G:, .. .,, - ~ J-.t It:;. ~AI; 
' --

coµld wish, only be careful in having so many young ItI.D. 's about a.ri .. ct 

treating them so, ldndly too. It is only a very special , specimen 0£ its 
,, kind that is to set his affections on y01.1r very extra niece. 

----
On October 9th the nurses' Home wus formally opened. and the T::i.~a.ining 

School for ~nich aJIT.f>le provision had been :rrade was inaug1.1Xated with due 
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ceremonies. Isabel A. Hanpton, a remarlmbly capable i70Tia..11, a Cmia.dian and 

a graduate of Bellevue Hospital in Irew York, had been brought from the Il-

iinois Training School in Chicago of which she was .then Superintendent, 

~~ and mlder her leadership as principal the school rapidly Carrie to hold. ~ 

rank among the training schools of the country~ the pupil nurses for the 

most ' . t youn~ women of superior attainments, me:iiy of them daughters of 

'>-families representing a higher social level tha.11 had heretofore 

encouraged to take~ the profession of nursing. Osler had seen to 

that his friend~ the SuperintendeniBof the Training Schools at Blackley, 

he Pennsylva11ia and the ortho:paedic Hospital of Philadelphia were invited • 

.as Miss Hampton said in he:c ad.dress, certainly a training school for nurses 

ha.cl neve1· opened 11r"1.d.er better auspices, for thou.gh the preceding twenty 

years had seen nJa .. ny of them established in cor..nection with existing hospi-

ta.ls, they had been inadequately supported from laclc of fu.r"1ds, whereas here 
_,,._, v...,.~ 

~ for the first time such a school ~recognized from the outset as an essen-

tia.1 part of the hospital foundation. 
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In this same month- the Monday evening societies which came to play such 

an important pa.rt in the life and. work of the hospital staff, were organized. 

The first and third :Mondays of ea.eh month were to be given over to the pre-

sentation of interesting cases, to the reading of papers and to the discussion 

of probl~ in process of solution. The first meeting was held on October· 

22nd with Welch presiding and Hunter Robb acting as secretary:'"'°"Osler re­

ported a case of multiple thrombi and Welch a specimen~ aneurysm. 

Two weeks later Halsted presented his views on the radical cure of hernia 

which revolutionized the subject, particularly in view of his advocacy of 

wound-closure with buried silk, an adaptation to the crlinic of his experiment-

al observations. 

{ tlefore this grou;p of enthusiastic young people eager to advance knowledge 

and to control 'their views by experimental tests, hardly a subject could 

be mentioned at one of these meetings that did not lead to further work in 

view of the free and suggestive exchange of ideas. In the history of medi-

cine there has never been anything quite like it~ 1and it is recalled that 
- _,./L 

... 

• 
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Reginald H. Fitz who at about this time went down from Boston to learn some-

'thing of the spirit of this new place which already was being so much talked 

a.bout, likened the life to that of. a monastery with the unusual feature that 

the monks did not appear to bother their minds about the future. ~ 

no need to di'um up an a'Ud.lenetrf-0:i: thos.a meoti:ags mo~t of them__wer.e J i vj ng 

i~~ 

/ 

It has been seen that both in Montreal and Philadelphia Osler had organ-

ized a foreign-periodical club, and so here what was called ttThe Hospital Jour-

na.1 Club" was sta.rted1with its first meeting in the library of the hospital on 

Thursday afternoon of October 29th, at which nearly everyone of the staff gave 

, 
the gist of his reading of the current literature concerning his special 

field - Osler in general medicine, Abbott on hygiene, Brocltway on general sur-

gery, Robb on gynaecology, Thomas on neurology, :Morrison on dermatology, Brown 

~..,, dA,}-_,. 
on urology and Randolph on ophthalmology. Th7 purpose of the •club' was ••to 

enable all members of the staff to keep fully informed as to wha.t is being ac-. 
complished by workers in every branch of medical science with the least expen-

diture of time,'' and many of these reports and reviews subsequently found their 
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way into Ha_ys's journal or elsewhere, so that others could get them second 

~1.i-
ha.nd, though in these ~ ports the stimulating discussions which took place on 

\ ~ I Lv:i. .. /J.Z the Thursday afternoons was missing. / 

All-:this was not-----u;i:LJike =bhat ( must have occurred many times before in 

ptWu. 
other places but never ·under a.eh favourable aus.pices ~or with a more enthu-

siastic group, u:ndistracted by any outside calls upon their time and eager to 

justify their connection with a new institution untramelled by tradition, whose 

present and future reputation lay entirely in their hands. 

D, c. y ~ (UI\ 

The :ere·stdent of the Ulfrversit~ was a. wise propagandist and realized the 

importance of getting the publications of the workers stamped with the seal 

of the universit~, and cansequently the hospital trustees were encouraged to 

~he American Journal of Mathematics under Simo11 Newcomb, the American Chemical Journal under Remsen, the .American J ournal of Philology under Gildersleeve, Studies from the Biological Labora­tory under Martin and Brooks, and H. B. Ada.ms' s Studies in Histolo-
1 gical and Political ..Science had already been launched under the , a'egis of the university. 

J~ #)N~ 

provide ~op&l media of publication for the medical gt"oup_,ll:ot only an annual / 

volume on the lines of the famous -Reports which had emanated fran some of the 

London hospitals, but a monthly journal as well, to contain the reports of 
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Thus in December 

there appeared the first number of the Jolms Hopkins Hospital Bullet in, which 

was to play such an important part in bringing the activities of the hospital 

.group before the medical world. 

This first number c antained the preliminary account of Welch's studies 

on Hog Cholera and a further statement from Osler on the value of Laveran•s 

organism in the diagnosis of malaria,. a subject on which his juniors had 

become deeply engrossed and which in time led to !.'hayer•s comprehensive mono-. 

graph on the subject. It also contained an announcement of the courses which 

were to be offered to graduates. for disappointed as all must have been in 

the postponement of plans to open a medical school, teaching was nevertheless 

regarded as an essential stimulus, evenly for those engaged actively in re-

search. 

At the Medical Society meeting of December 16th Johns. Billings brought 

over from the Surgeon General's Library some forty items - manuscripts ... inouna-

bula, and rare medical publications - from among the treasures in the growing 
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coll ectil:>n in Washington which his foresight had made possible. An a,ccount 

of the meeting with a list of the books was published in the 'Bulletin', and 

thus interest was started in the bibliography and history of the profession, 

which has since spread ,videly and for vmich Billings primarily, and Osler ani 

Welch in turn, ,were so largely re1ponsible. An "Historical Clubtt was soon 
(f)u ~ d 'l ~ /..: ~GL ~ ~ ~ -.,,.. I() ~ Jw.J.--.. , 

established, ~to-4:t;-wa;s-gi~ve~·emtt3:l!.¼'--mEm1i¼.l:!1-'.l'!'le1!flrii:tt-i~.~ 

of the~ olinsE:op-;:;:-. 

. /. 
:p.ns-School, came to ·oe pr'ortded fox • 1th:e Jfedieal-See-1-&ty-t~trst 

e-1301:'J:r~ JO'Uf'l'l83. elub anr h.e Hi..s-torj cal Cl:nb_:l;he 

uthar two of eacli mOllth. i:i aill,-. o~tl"!ll', / unless he 'we8 ill or """'II 

k.\t ~,/ i~· a.(J~--u. ~Ct.Z;;, ~ 4)-..1.,.,, ~ j~ ~ G. 
from home Osle3:,i~~~8l'ld:eftt ans. aoti:v:e Ji8Ptiei!Bffi fer the7m-

( ~ Liu, iffJt-::. ~ (~ ~ 

s.ui:ag fifteen yea.:Ps:; ~..r He regarded 11hem-as educational agencies of ::ee lees im-

porta.nce ~ !:11:Slf o'lihe:i: feat ea: e e,f ~e hospital and school. 

inl tae mon,Ja was :md:e _voB-Sible 15y 

an-i.nYitatieR ta ~Ueipate in the o:xel'eiees ef December 16th: to 20th &eftl'ies­
~ t(i" 

-t-ed wl-i'?t the £oi"l~opening of the new Biological Laboratory ef 11he 'tffli vex sit)' 
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of ':Pe1:onto, :which had bee!'l erected largely through the energies of Professor 
~~~~-~~ 1-.. Ramsay Wright, -A,tnumber ' of distinguished men aaEl 'been 88:ifea. iie gi"i'e addresses, 

among them Welch, Charles s. Minot of Harvard, Vaughan of Ann Arbor, and 'our 

own Osler' as the local :papers had it. Welch chose as his topic a discussion 
. ,,_, __ / 

of "Pathology in its Relation to General ~iologv"~ Minot'"The Use of the Micro-

scope and the Value of Embryology«•; Vaughan emphasized 'the nacessity of en-

couraging scientific work'; and Osler again spoke on the etiology of mail.arta. 
/ • e.....o 

on/the evening of the 20th a special meeting of the<Pathologioa.l society was .si;_,,t:.,,_ 

CQll-ed. in \\hich the guests all participated. 

~ed to have Osler play the ~11€;' r'61e in Canada. as a pa.tholo-

~ ~ ,~~ 
gist, it must have caused some comment tt/ Toronto to see hGW eemi,letel3 Ire 

1'1,w ~ 

had surrendered the part to hi3/colleaga.e.Weleh, 

ih' ~ but that \such a training as Osler had had is the 
f 

eal preparation far a ell-

their careers as did Osler and Fitz in the cllni. It.is even more unusual 

for clinicians thus trained to be willing to 
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In view of Osler's wide personal experience, had Welch not been a mm 

of su;porior bility as a pathologist, or had either of the two not been gen-

orous and cooperative to the highest degree, :friction might have arisen, but 

between two such men nothing but mu.tu.al respec.t, affection and admiration 

was possible and their example in this regard was the standard set for the 

entire hospital group. 

Osler's training was largely as a gross :pathologist and he had the same 

rare ability, rych Laennec had possessed, of interpreting his patients' symJ?­

toms in terms of the pictures of the disease so familiar from his autopsy ex-

periences. Welch on the other hand, no less famiJ,iar with the gross appear-

ances of disease, had been trained, as Osler had not. in the modern bacterio-

logical technique, and also excelled as an experimentalist, in which field of 

work Osler's talents had not ta.ken him far. Nevertheless, to these of his 

old friends vib.oL closely followed Osler• s develoPlllent it must ha~e been 
\ · L 

-6de. ~ ~ 'ir' ,.,..,_ w ..._______ surprising to see/how completel~W&lQh mel ta.~ ev:01'47-em\his colleague the 
~ fr s. ~, t ,a:a-~ , ;;;, , _ex t~ IE: w o n ' :....1u;;1 .~ wti ..A ~1~) wau..;' -._ 
~·--
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~ ~ 4.. / '11,...: .......... "~.,.(,(., 1r-----
/ subject which had for so long been the source of his keenest interest.*-=-. 

( 

\ 

*Before the Johns Hopkins Medical Society, March 17, 1890, Walch exhibited a series of gross and microscopic specimens of entozoa ob-served in the domestic animals in Baltimore, and stated that 'the interest in animal parasites has been overshadowed of late years by the study of the pathogenic bacteria, but nevertheless the entozoans· are of great interest and importance and deserve our careful attention.• It has been pointed out that Osler had begun his own studies of, and collections crf entozoa a year- or two before the important relation of bacteria. to many infectious diseases had become appreciated. His own collecti.ons and observations on the entozoans _are far larger in scope than those pre­sented by Welch at this meeting. Unfortunately there is no report of the discussiQ!!_,which pro1:a1il.J followed • ... _ ri~ 

I.t was really the fi:rst time in e.n~i.~ 'ttl.tt"v-er-s-i:t3 that path~ 

ed the first recognition of pathology as a subject entitled to stand along-

side of biology- and the other sciences on the university calendar;; Oel~ 

:g.ayertheJ esa eontimied to look ttpun d.lsease largel:9 'fl om the standpoint o:t-. , . . ~ .. , -
t~;;:.;:•;: =.s mfro him sooptl cal regard Jn:. 

mnci.--Of 1ihe d::rag ... ,m~.,~-, ~in the Text-book he finally 

came to write, his pathological descriptions,ef disease drawn from his own 

~"-'(~~~ -tv .. ~--
experience, wer,/the best part of his 1"0"0¼i and could have b'een written by no - ----------------------------- --
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• wi.. ~t!,,..~~ii~~ 

other clinician of the da.y mil.ess possibly by Fitz~ His straightforv:.~ 
/ 

admissions regarding the existing poverty of medicinal therapeutics to which 

others were blind had a very iIII,Portant bearing on the future development of 

medicine as will be seen. ( In his address given on this very occasion, 

Welch stated that •pathology mu.st constitute the scientific basis of practi-

cal medicine.' 

of disease 

is not the less tl"lle because the prev~tJ/j"' mid cure 

kept pace with the advance in our knowled~ of the 

of di!ease, and of necessity cam:iot do so. 

and curative medici e, however, is constantly ma.king beneficent 

tion of pathological discoveries, and the most intelfigent and effi,ient 

mnagement of 

upon the most 

disease is becoming more and more that which is 

accurate know~ of its nature and causes. , 
v . 

founded 

There was a widespread inf'luenza. epidemic at the time, almost 

\ 

though not quite so serious as the epidemic of thtrty years later during the 

et 

Great War, and his mother writes a Christmas letter on his return from Toronto. ~ 
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l/ "I'm quite ashamed of myself to have been so long without 

sending a scrap _to rrr:, Benjamin--you know the rush we have when 

\/ :: ::~:y::;• t ::::d :a:h~:1::• t=re b:: :::::o 1:~: 1:o:o 
sleighing for them it has been more rush this Xmas than usual--

then in between the acts I've been at work for Chattie who needs 

all the help my fingers can give her so with one thing and 

another the days have slipped by and many things left undone, 

'" writing amongst them that should have been done. I hope the 

cold you had did not prove to be influenza and lay you up on 

the sick list. We hear of several here who have it -- Nellie 

has a very bad cold so have the Craigleigh family party but 

not the genuine attack, for that is unmistakeable when it appears. 

Georgie has gone home today stopping for an hour or two at Dundas 

and at Hamilton tonight it has been pleasant to have her back but 

I feel quite happy when I think she is adding to your comfort 

~ and is herself h'upy in 

. I 
tl-f~ 

And she writes.,,on January 21st: 

~ 
' Uy very dear Willie One day after another I have waited hoping to hear 

I from you, or of you by Georgie for I know full well you are too busy to find . ~ .. much time to write, ..,r,his epidemic is everywhere and keeps the poor M.D' s 

very busy or what is worse lays some of them low~ our opposite friend was 
y . 

in bed for 10 days or more fevery house ha~ its tale to tell ... 
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Whether he escaped is not told, but he probably _did not for whenever 

there were 'colds' about he was almost certain to be victimized and it became 

his custom to surrender immediately, to remain in bed for a day or two and 

saturate himself with literature in lieu of drugs. 

As the hospital affairs were flourishing, as there was no immediate pros-

pact of starting the medical school, and ina·smuoh as the staff was so o·rganized 

that anyone ,even the Chief, might ctrop out without affecting the routine work, 

he made plans to spend a few months in Europe, for he had not been abroad since 

• "W'w,_ \'~ """"-

his cfulstonian Lectures five years before. Hie ~lans, Which lnclad:ed Ht"tendanoir' 
" 

~t the I:nte:mational Meditml Congress to meet in Bex·Hn, W8-l?e c.o~d:-eari:y 

~he year, ae is e ,identi fPent ii1'..s follewiP..g: 

Dear Bowditch I . 

To Henry P. Bowditch f'rom W. o. 
209 W. ~onument Street, 

2/28/90. 

You know how unrefiable I am & will scarcely belfeve me 

1 when I say that rey passage is taken for April 26th - Etruria - to Lvpool. 

I I should have preferred to go direct to Germany but I have two old Aunts 
I 

in Cornwall who are ill & I mu.st see them first. Let me know what your 

plans are. I shall spend May & June knocking about the medical clinics 

in the small towns ,m.ich I have not yet visited. I want :p3.rticularly to 
I I 

see the arr~emants of the clinical Laboratories & study the methods of 
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July, I shall spend in England with relatives & friends . . 

Shall be at the Congress in August & am due here Sept. 1st • . 

~ are in Dresden I shall go to see you first but I fear you may 

be in Italy or on the road, in which case we could meet later.~ 

/ We are having a. very comfortable winter. I like Baltimore, & the 

Hospital has prospered beyond our expectations. I have a niece laJeping 

house for me. I shall be S<? glad to see you all. Kind regards to Mrs 

Bowditch & love to the children. 
'--------..,_ 

Sincerely yours 

vP- Osler 

A week later he writes Mr. Gilman who needing a mt1ch deserved rest 

after fifteen years at his post, had taken his family to the Mediterranean 

for the winter months and then to Jl)ngland where honourary degrees were be-

stowed upon him at Dxford and Cambridge. \ 

• 

( To Daniel c. Gilman from W. o. 
209 w. Monument Street, 

March 6th. 

Dear Mr Gilman I feel rather conscience-stricken that I have not reported 

1 progress to the Ex-Director. Everything works smoothly on the lines laid 

1 down by you but a few details will give you an i .dea of our present condi­

tions. We have now had nearly 1000 in-patients & over 11,000 out-patientsl 

I Today the ward population is 130 and the income from private patients over 

$360. The new Director is excellent in all respects & gets on well wl th 

everyone . I d·o not know that he has quite our appreciation of the Train-
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• ing School tho he & Miss Hampton a.re on the best of terms. Halsted is 

doing remarkable work in Surgery & I feel that his appointment to the Uhi-
1 I varsity & the Hospital would -.Wbe quite safe. Kelly's de:pantmen"t is 
I f now in full swing.-~- We made a great hit in Sister Rachael vm.o is a bond 

I of peace, but I tell her that she has sadly degenerated, & has ao far de­

parted from the faith once delivered to Fox as to frequent playhouses. 

Miss Hanl)ton has fulfilled Mrs Gilma.ns prognosis, and she has been most 

' successful in g,etting probationers of a high class; but unfortunately she 
I 

selects them altog,ether for their good lookS & the House staff is by this 

time in a sad state. The chief is, I fear hopeless - you renanber Keats -

ttThey could not in·the self-same mansion dwell without some stir of heart 

&c," but it is not the •gentle Isabel.' Miss Parsons as I dare say you 
• I --

have heard has gone to the Maryland General. 

The Bulletin you will have already seen & the first two numbers of 

the Reports. Both start with firm support but the latter may drag a little 

as. it is so hard to get men to write. / 
I 

I leave April 26th by Etruria & sha. ll be in London about May 6th. My 

address will be Brown Bros. Do let me kn~ of your whereabouts as I am 

most anxious to talk over the Medical· School & if possible arrange to go 

to Cambridge with you. I shall spend the great part of Malf & all of June 

in a systematic inspection of six or eight of the leading German & French 

clinics & return to London about July 1st. - __, 

?' We follo.v your progress with gTeat interest & all rejoice that you a.re 

having such a good holiday. Witk ldml regaros to Mrs G,i..lma'i'1- -Yours---:, 

vi4 eslex._.. 

-----
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The first fasciculus of Volume II of the Hospital Reports for 1890 to 

which he reters, comprised seven papers from Osler's clinic, and though such 

publications necessarily have a small circulation and a very limited audience, 

they had been written - and the second volume ino.eed was completed .- long be-

fore the papers were all in hand for Volume I, •as it -is hard to get men to 

write.' 'rhey were on a variety of clinical topics, perhaps the most impor-· 

ta.nt being those by Osler himself on-tuberculous peritonitis and on the inter-

mittent fever .associated with gall-stones, for which conditions ev,en at this 

early day he advocated more ~requent operative interference. 

\ tn,,,,N;- 4 bu..~ 
At one of the January me.etings of the Jio'1kha1 Me'1ioal Society Osler lie- . 

pOi'teti a case of filaria sanguinis homini:s, a parasitic disease of the tropics 

and sub-tropics, practically unknown in northern latitudes, an example of which 

-however had been sent from Charleston to the hospital for studys Though it 

was not known at this time that filariasis was transmitted by 
/ 

Guiteras had discovered a few years before that the 

disease are produaed by the entry into the lymphatics 

which in certain .cases may provoke chyluria or elephantias:i. in its victims, 
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! 
though for years they may not su£fer greatly in their generai health. The em-

" 

bryos of the :parasite, as Manson first observed, only appear in the circulatory 

blood during the sleeping hours, and in this iartioular patient some of them 

had been found and had been kept alive for njne_days after the withdrawal of 

the blood. At the time of his presentation, Osler called particular attention 

to the widespread distribution among animals of these filarian parasites which 

only cause symptoms when the adult worms obstruct the lymph channel~. 
\ 

" ~hough he ha.d written an editorial on the subject for the Medical News 

in 1866, i'ib:ieh .was inspired by John Guiteras's discovery of the parasi~~ 

the southern -States and as ifa.r north as Cha.r1.es.ton, so.11:-th-Qa~ol-4lm{he had 

:probably never before seen a case to recognize it, and the incident trivial 

....: il4/ ' 
enough. is only mentioned to point out -again the intense interest which dts-

" 
)1'(.,,r.,c__ 

eases produced by parasites always roused in him.,. It ~ns an interest easily 

. 
4-,,.... c.....a:. ·. 

traced, for it -wee almost certainly &ates frem his discovery of the trichina-a-

½n the dissecting 10om-d.uring his student days in Toronto~ In natural se-

quence came his youthful collection of the entozoa, 

started with Father Johnson in Weston, and in the course sought 

'""'-~~~ 
t..t~~1'~ 
~~,,~~ 
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for pa:ra.si tes in all vertebrates:, .. bird, beast and fish, that came to hand. 

I 
During his MOGill period this same interest was one 

' 

kept him in contact with the Veterinary School and 

\ 

of ~ influences which 

led to ~ papers on 

\ • c.,...,( h,h~~-

eestode and echinococea.l infections, :La;tei, /in Philaielphia,. it eulmi:na;t-ed 

la· !.. -~ I___ - • 
k his malarial studies. ~ may imagine his delight wh.eh on March 22nd 

of this yea:r he discovered amoebae in the :imterial secured from an abscess of 

the liver of a patient wlth chronic dysentery whom he had seen in consults.-

t ion with Dr. Friedenwald of Baltimore and on whom ~r. Ti:f:f'a:ny had operated. 

Not even Leidy 'with one more rhizopod' to discover oould have been more 

elated:/ -

/ 

( In one of his case note-boo~s which has been preserved he has drawn in-

numerable pictures of the organism, especially of one amoeba which on March 

24th was watched for many hours and of which there are a succession of sketche~ 

showing its changes in contour. 
i.,.,/..:.,,;. l.c~ 

Two days later he writes,tfu.sser: 

~ When are you coming down? :MacDonald of Montreal will be .here towards the 

lend of the week. Could you not come &: take dinner with us &: stay the night -
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!always a room ready. We have been much excited over Kartulis' amoebae which 
. . f---

1 we have found in a liver abscess & alee iH the stools of a case of dysentery -

!a Dr. from Pan~. They are most extraordinary & striking creatures & take 
i 
'ones breath away at first to see these big amoebae - 10-20 times the size of 

- ) 

a leucocyte - crawling about in the pus. ~he movements are very active & in 

l~ r< / 
one case ~up for 10 hours. I get a fresh stock of pus from the drainage 

tube every day so if you could run down some eve. we could look for the 
c--

creatures in the morning. Koch & Kartulis found them constantly in the stools 

and bases of the ulcers in Egyp'tian _dysentery & the latter in the liver ab­

scesses. Keep an eye on ypur Blockley dysenteries as it would be most inter­

teresting to find simllar bodies in our dysenteries. I am off on April 20th 
- ' 

) 

by Etruria. Very busy - I go north for Easter - few days. 

\ 

I 
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An account of this observation was promptly written up _and appeared in an 

·early number of the Bulletin.* It was the first confirmation in English-

[ obns Hopkins Hospital Bul:etin, 1890, i, 53, 

speaking countries of observations ma.de by an Athenian, Kartulis, who had been 

stimulated to make studies of dysentery in Greece following upon the discovery 

by Koch during his sojourn in Egypt in 1883 with the Cholera Commission, that 

ameebae were occasionally to be found in the intestines of persons dead of 

dysentery. Up to this time a good deal 6f doubt had been cast upon the con-

clusions of Kartulis, for many had regarded the amoebae as secondary invaders, 

•o that the discovery of the parasites in the liver abscess Osler regarded as 

the first important observation ma.de on the medical service. Late in 1913 

when preparing for an address, already much quoted, in which he gave a summary 

of his life as a clinical teacher,* he had written certain sections which were 

E "The • Medical Clinic,~• British ll!adical Journal, Jan, 3, 1914, 

net included in the address as printed. One of them· refers to this discovery 

• and its sequel, as follows: 
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Familiar with the various forms of amoebae, the opportunity appeared to be 

an important one foT the study of a disease which was widely prevalent. We 

very soon had other opportunities, and within a few weeks Dr. Lafleur demon-

strated their presence in a local case. In the same year the amoebae were 

demc .. &Jtrated by Dr. Charles Simon in a case in the wards, in which the abscess 

had perforate~ the lung. The disease was found to be common, and Dr. Cou~cil­

man in the Pathological Department and Dr. Lafleur - then first Assistant 
--

in the Medical Clinique - issued in vol. II of the Johns Hopkins Hospital 

_ Report'ifor 1890 the Monograph on the subject which still remains the most ex- -
" ~la haustive contribution in E~gla~d, and at once -convinced both pathologists 

and clinicians of the specific nature of this type of the disease, Y,any sub­

sequent reports are to be found scattere_d through the Bulletins, one of the 

most interesting of whioh was the examination of the presence of the amoebae 

in an absc~ss of the jaw by Dr. Flexner. The hepato-pulmonary abscess - of 

which we had a great many oases - was made the subject of a careful study by 

Dr. Futoher. • 

During all this time Osler bad suffient reasons for running over to Phila-

delphia whenever opportunity permitted. His visits were more often social, 

though sometimes official, and on one of the latter occasions a few deys before 

his sailing he was called upon to present to the College of Physicians the 

( J)JV,1""-J '/... 1-t- '":::­
portrait of its recent President, Weir Mitchell*, of whom he said) nw ~ / C..: L 

I I 
·• The President of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia 

can be elected only three years in succession. Weir Mitchell•s . 
terms were 1886-1888 and 1892-1894. (bt,,.. 11.« ......... '4 w..... 11.f.,4;:;,. ..:. ,,.._ TN. ,,..,_ ~ J....._ 'rt"',~'"-..,._ . 

. • J II 
~ .,.,,_.,._ ~ Jo r_µ,..,,--'-1,-~ ~ ~ ,,.,.-t >.. ~ 1 ~ , 

~ 
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A worker in the science of physiology, with an Rrdour which waxes, not 
; 

th growing winters; a practical physician, of unrivalled skill in 

, dealin_g with obscure and troublesome affections, he is a notable modern re­

l presentat~ve of those ~reat men of the past who, from Harvey to Hunter, il­

l lumined the dark pathways of practice with the lamp of science. And in a 

, hard age of narrow specialism this lesson of lhis life is, perhaps, best worth 

l readi~g. • • . • Heredity has done much, environment has done more, in the 

career of which I speak. Unlike the majority of those who h~ve 'passed the 

chair' of this honoura~le Faculty, the path along which Weir Mitchell trod 
( 

to fame led around, not through, academic halls~ When university positions 

are so coveted, and when the ambition of every worker ls to teach, it. is a 
I 

I 
satisfaction to be able to point to a man who has risen from the ranks, so to 

speak, to the highest generalship and command. But may I allude - if only to 

lshow the truth of Schiller's dictum, 

0 Des Lebens ungemisohte Freude 
Ward Keinem Irdischen -zu Thell." 

1to disappointed acad~mic ambitions on the part 1of our distinguished Fellow, 
' 

now long past, perhaps even forgotten by him. Truly the stone_ which the 
I 

builders rejected has become the chief stone of the corner. For his sake 

I have alway~ thought that in so d~ing they 'builded better than they knew.' 
I 

Again, in relation to this college, around which clusters so large a 

part of all that is best in the history of the profession in this city, the 

matlwhom we now delight to honour has fostered its growth, widened !ts influ-
\- - -

ence, and stimulated its life. For this we thank him best when we place his 

portrait in line with those of Pedman. Shippen and Wood. 

Is it too weird. a speculation to think that here, tonight, in this hall, 

amid the vulumes of forgotten lore, a ghostly procession of our presidents 
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who have gone will pass verdict on this picture md will greet a~ worthy 

one who., ca.ute, caste et probe,supported the traditions which they held so 

dear? 

Amid the racket and hurly-burly few of us have the chance to warm both 

hands at the fire of life. No member of the profession in his generation, 

eithe·r in America. or Europe, has so pleasantly toasted hands and feet before 

the logs as s. Weir Mitchell; and no one has been more ready to give a brother 
a place at the glowing hearth. If asked for a scroll to place beneath that 

CI 
./ 

would write that he was one 

0 Whose even-balanced soul 
ausiness could not ma.ke dull, nor passion wild; 
Who saw life steaiily, and saw it whole." • • 

*Johns Hopkins Hospital Bulletin, June, 1890, i, 64. 

The time for his departure was approaching and his plans were matured, as 

shown by the following brief not83 to Ogden, and a later one to Schn:fer. 

• Tuesday - 1st 

Dear c. When are you coming' to see St. Johns Hopkins? Do try to come on 

before I leave - April 26th - for England. We have everything in fair order 

now. There is a bed ready for you at any time. I go north for Easter Sunday 
to say goodbye to them all. 

(h.vi... 'h ie.c..&. J 
saw you. Mrs. o. who. keeps 

" 
before I le ave . 

.And a week later: 

• • • How are you? it seems an age since I 

house for me joins in hoping that you can come on 
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9th April 

;.: sail eR te.e 2'~n, 1':, Etl:rada;. :f have just returned frcm Toronto - all 

well. Wish you",oould have come down. I return Sept. 1st. ,& shall be living 

dome & stay a week then or longer with me~ 

." 
To Edw. s. 'sch:tfer.from w. o. 

r;;:r· Sohltfer, 
I 

0April0 17, 01890f 

I leave on the 26th by Etruria for England and shall call 

early in May • . After settling a niece at school I shall go .to the Continent 

to join the Bowditches. I shall return to England for the month of July. I 

; hope Mrs. SohUfer and the chHdren _are well. It seell'!s an age since I heard 

, of you all. I daresay that you know___pf my migration to the Johns Hopkins 
• 

. ' University where ' r have everything I could. desire and more than I could de.,.. 

1 ser.ve. 

I With kind~regards to Mrs. SchU~er and love to the children. 

Yours sincerely, 

· wrri OSLER 

c. r , 
Reference has been mde to Osler's habit of note-taking ana to the 

l 

pocket note-bookS which. he invariably carrieo.,a.nd a number of them filled with 

abundant jottings on topics of all sorts written in pencil and now for the most 

part illegible are in existence. It was a habi-t that he strongly reoomrnended_ 

to his students as one of the three essentials in their education: 
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Given the sacred hu:nger and. proper preliminary training, the student­

practitioner requires at least three things with which to stimulate and 

' maintain his education, a \notebook, a library, and a quinquennial ~rain-

dusting. I wish I had time to spea..k of the value of note-taking. You 

can do nothing as a student in :praet:i,.ee without it. Ca:rry a s:rmll note-

book which will fit into your waistcoat pocket-, and. never ask a new 

patient a question without notebook and pencil in hand. After the 

examination of a pneumonia case two minutes will suffice to record the 

essentials in the daily progress. Routine ani system, when once JIBde a 

habit, facilitate work, and the busier you are the more time you will 
..... .. ., .... 

~veto make observations after examining a :patient. Jot a comment at 

the end of the notes: 'clear ,oa~e', 'case illustrating obscurity of 

symptoms,' 'error in diagnosis,' &c. The making of observations ~ 

become the exercise of a jackdaw-like ~ike the craze which so 

imny of us have to collect articles 92 all sorts. ~he study of the 
/ 

cases, the relation they bear to each other and to the cases in literature -

here comes in the difficm.lty. VBegin early to make a three-fold . category -

clear cases, doubtful cases, mistakes. And learn to play the game fair, 

no self-deception, no shrinking from the truth; mercy and consideration 

' for the other nan, but none for yourself, upon 'Whom you have to keep an 

incessant watch. You remember Lincoln's famous mot about the impossi-

bili ty of fooling all of the :people all of the time. It does not hold 

good for the iniividual1mo c3t1 fool himself to his heart's content all 
-

of the time. If necessary, be cruel; use the lmife and the ca.utery - ~ 

to cure the intumescence ani moral necrosis which you will feel in the 

posterior parietal region, in Gall and Spurzheim's centre of self-esteem, 

where you will find a sore spot after you have made a mistake in diagnosis. 
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It is only by getting your cases gt>ouped in this way that you can make 

any real progress in your post~ollegiate education; only in this way 

' can you gain wisdom r:ith experience. It is a common error to think that 

the more a doctor sees the greater his experience and the more he knows. 

No one ever drew a more skilful dist :inction than Cowper in his oft-quoted 

lines, which I am never tired of repeat:ing in a medical audience: 

Knowledge and wisdom, fru: from being one, 
Have oft-times no connexion. Knowledge dwells 
In heads replete with thoughts of other men; 
Wisdom in minds attentive to their own . 
Knowledge is proud that he has learned so mu.eh; 
·wisdom is humble that he knows no more.~ 

( *Osler: "The Student Life." 
~ther Addresses." 

No. XX in "Aequanimitas and 

During the course of the 'quinquennial brain-dusting' which he took 

this summer one of these 'student• note-bookS was kept. It is filled with 

the usual miscellany, though for the most pa.rt with notes suc:h as any care-

~ )1- "'--- a. ~ ;,.~ 

ful atliQem; might have taken of clinics which he had attended. Wi'tlh its 
~'-or-Gl .S~tl,~e ~ ~«.-G.. ~ 1°)"'"'- ~ ~~t,.j, 1,. tJfa.••~~ lv,;1.(- w1-,. /iu.cf,,.,._ 

-atd Professor Wright aee :refreshed his memor.v of theil" trip BBQ. bas Wl!it.t.an 

iihe follow1ng accow1t 

( In the spring of 1890 Osler and I arranged to join in a Studienreise 

on the Continent, he to investigate clinical arrangements and laboratories, 

Jto study museum methods - in view of the recent destruction by fire of 
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the University of Toronto Museum."'' OSler ciossed on A;p:l:il 26th and met-

me ln London on Ma.,y 5th, when _,(decided on Freiburg as a starting-point, ~do.A­
tliLu-
..on~ 17th1we saw the nww surgical theatre, visited \Veissma.nn,and 

iedersheim the comparative anatomist, -8:ftQ. spent a pleasant evening with 
t,..,.{ Ziegler, v. Xab.lden and others at a Kneipe, fhe following day, Sunday, 

we went to Titi-See, climbed the Feldberg and dined on the top, without 

the promised view of the SWiss mountains. 11"') ~ / 

Next morning we attended a lecture by Baumler at 7 a.m., accompanied 

him r0tmd his wards at 8, listened to a clinical lecture at 9, and were 

present at an autopsy performed by Ziegler at 10, after which we went on 
Ul1u... (to Basel and Berne. ~here Osler was interested in the number of women 

students attending the classes of Langhans and Sahli. He learned that 

~ had: im;p1 o v ed i:a qaali t, <ri11hin tJfte last f.e'f1 y.ea.l!S ,-altheugn. fine was 

discovered to be immersed in a Tauchnitz novel during the lecture, and '4.1.v... 

~ notes that he did not see one Who looked .likely to become the Trot.ula 

• of the twentieth century. .n.._ Jo--,.;,_ . -' ,.,._;.,__,........._I~ 
At Zurich Prof'. Eichhorst•s Clinical Laboratory ·with Chemical 

and Bacteriological ~utfit wa? much admired. We spent, however, the 

gTeater part of the day with Gaute, i.mo showed us preparations 

illustrative of his cell-theories, and after dinner rowed us up the 
, 

Ziithher see to Bandlikon where we had supper. 

on the 23rd we left Zurich at 10, and arrived at Munich in time 

for supper, ba.Vi:ng d:ined on the deck of the steamer from Roman.shorn 

to Lir..dau • Being knii tsuntide, the University Laboratories were 

deserted,_g...a:rid a~ =~~l~~i:ag to Obera.mmerga.u for 
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- fh s t t ept eseuta tl OJI 01! the Passi on Pley we doe itio<i "it; follow..L ,....,_ / 

their example. Accordingly we left Munich at 6.30 next morning, 

and found what we were led to expect as unlikely, places in a 

stellwagen from Obera.u to Oberarmnergau.. There we/were fortmiate 
. }-.._~ , 

to discover a bed.room of sorts in the Wittelsbacher HOf,-and were 
~~~ d>-,~ >LCM'-'6..li,. ~lie J 

~rn- that" tickets for the play were allotted to the beds 
~ . 

in the Village . -, After di:nner we climbed the Kofelsteig, the 

highest point in the inured:iate vicinity - WhitMonday was devoted 

morning and afternoon to _the pley, which pleased me by its simplicity 

in contrast with the most elaborate representation which I saw twenty 

years later. The same n~ght we returned to Munich, Osler having 

arra;nged to see Ziemissen add Bollinger on the follo.ving morning. _ 
' { • !_S (\>w..-t-t 11'1.-(....J~~ w J, ..... u .. ,._, -c. 

Fr~ Munich -,e went to Erlangen ~ Osler notes ••the university 

is Erlang-en~ practically there is nothing else in the little Bavarian 

town, which forcibly illustrates the great truth that .!!!!E make a seat of 

learning, and, if given proper facilities will attract students.•' i~ 

we saw a number of interesting cases with Strumpell and a visit warf' 
/ 

:paid on Zenker and Selenka. 

few references to our sojourn in Germany, but to Kolli~ker im-
.....,,-

pressed him so much that h,e wrote ¼B:::¼t, "'The type of a senllior Professor 

Which might well be more co?Illlllm - the intellectual digestion usually gets 
, 

feeble after the crux de guarante ans and new methods are assimilated 

with diffictil ty. A man however who has brought out within aJnonth or 

so the first pa.rt of a new edition of his ~ne;:al Embryology 25 years 
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after the last edition cannot be called old, although he may have reached , 

the Psalmist's 1:tm1t-. ,Nothing is more inspiring tha.n to see a ve:t.era.u 

in the van.". ) ( 

1. After v7iting the J.na~omical DeJ;a~ment, the Julius 'Spital and the 
I I fine sur~ical 8.!11:Phitheatre, a visit was paid to Sem,Per, and Olser noted 

some interesting cases seen in Leube's wards, also in Rindfleisch•s patho­

ltcal theatre, inwb.iah Virahow had first nade his name, I En route to Heidelberg, ;a had soma hours in Frankfurt with Edinger, 

I and with Weigert whom Osl~r had known in Leipzig and who \was fo,md. _busy 

with a new stain for n~pglia. Heidelberg was desuribed as 1too allur-, , ' 
,, , ~, 

ing to spend much time in Hospital!s or Laboratories, -S:f) yielding to the 

seduc;bion 9f the place~ spent some cla.ys in long walks over the hills~ 

evenings at "Zum Perkeo" &c • .., ~ -tt '4etM:/<t,- I\.<~ '"-' 

w. o. felt the romance of every nook and, corner of the place. On 

o?fe ot these outings, Sanday J1me 1st, a f§PSY caravan passed us, and our 

attenti,on was arrested by the beauty of the young girl who sat on the end 

of the last van. Later in the day we encountered the caravan in NeckaI' 

gemiind.; the men had been ta.ken in charge by the police for entering the 
/ 

tmvn without permission, the women were protesting noisily, and our sym­

pathies were awakened and our pockets lightened to the extent of a few 

marks by the tears of the young beauty - Osler left unfinished i.n::-:h±s 

tm't~ok a most poetical version of this inci,dent, beginni11g,nupon what 

trifles depend events of the utmost importance to the ifndividual." He 

evidently intended his 'philologically-inclined young Cousin Egerton Y. 

Davis Jr., Instructor in English in the University of X' to join the gyp-

l sy band with the object of acquiring Romany! 

\ 
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~terins in tausa-1me joined as. !ilaere we a.w most of Schwalbe the ana­
' ~~J~ ~~~ 

tomist, but Oslel' aetes visits,~o J:iaunyn•s wards and laboratory, ~to 
{l£L(I.;. o,,J__-> 

those of von Recklingna.usen, Hoppe-Seyer, Scllln!edeberg, and Golt~. we 141s-r 

opped over at Nancy en route to Paris, and visited Bernheim's hospital 

11 the cases appeared to be treated by suggestion. 

Rooms had been secured for us in the Rue Gey-Lussac by a friend of 

" Osler, \\hich proved very convenient for the University -qua,rter. One of 
'\ 

the first visits w~ paid was to Laveran_ at the Salp~triere, who showed us 

his malaria prepa.rati'o.ns. From the 10th of June onwards Osler's note­

book eo~tains full accounts of the numerous lectures -he attended1 by Sater 

'chiefly a tirade against the germ-theory,' Dejerine, Debove, Bouchard, 

Charcot, Ha.yam, Strauss, Luys. To judge by his notes, Dejerine~;S lec­

tures v1ere most highly appreciated. Hypnotism was very lIIllCh to the fore 

at this time, and Osler records an unsuccessful a.tt8m,Pt in Charcot•s 
• " 

clinic by Giles de la Tourette, Charcot•s assistant, to induce a girl of 

13 with twisted feet to walk. A. lecture which we attended by Luys at 

the Cha.rite, (Osler described it as 'a rega.lar cir'cµ.s, )has a special note: 

" "Theatre crowd.ad, :many woman, some fashionably dressed - First a short 
I 

lecture on suggestion, then two girls came in, to one of whom he suggested 

1 that. she was Professor Luys and was about to deliver a lectta-e before the 

class - She immediately asked fpr her 'tablier' , changed app~.ance and, 

style and began a lecture on Hypnotism which sh\) had heard two ye~ before . • ' 
'" 

when in the hypnotic state - It was admirably delivered with every altera-

tion of' voice and gesture of the original, even to the request to the back 



54 
June-July 
1890 

ows t9 make a little room for new-comers~ She then, as Prof. Luys, hyp­

notised another girl and showed the entire process." 

We were- living at the H6tel de l'Universe near the Pasteur Institute, 

,where we often attended Pasteur' s inoculations which were made hi the early 

afternoon.1'-- Visits were also nade to the laboratories of Metclmikoff, 

Richet and comil, ~ lectures of other celebrities were attended. Of 

Quatrefoges he notes 'an active and well-studied lecture against Darwin-

ism which m'ight have been delivered in 1860,' and of Renan who was lee-

turing on the Book of Daniel 'an old man, stout, looking like a priest, 
~ 

very heavy cheeks and large nose, expression good, often laughs, voice 

ot over sweet.' 

The month spent in Paris was not destitute of distractions. On the 

invitation of Dr. Hugenschmidt, the successor of the famous Dr. Evans 

the :Paris dentist, we 'assisted' at an interesting experiment at the Obser­

;vatory where telephonic corrnmmication with the Opera had been installed, 

through which the voices and orchestra were somewhat imperfectly hearo.. 

Early in July we left for England, and experienced one of~ the 

most disa.gTeeable channel crossings it has been my lot to encounter. 

We separated at Dover, Osler feeling too ill to go on. 

Towards the latter part of 'the month I again went to Germany, 

Visiting Dresden, Prag, Leipzig, Ha1le and Berlin, the last city 

in time to be present at the International Medical Congress, during 

which, a1though atteniing different sections, O~ler & I frequently 

met. He lei't for England on the morning of the 8th Augu.s t by which 

the Congress was approaching its close. 
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All of thi~d mu.eh more Osler told in a series of "Letters to my House 

Physicianstt se';t/o'L' {j.afleur], 'T' ~oulmiiil, 'R' JlleeseJ, 'S' {13imoiU and 

'H' (!Ioclil, and which were published in the liew York and also in the liontreal 

Medical Journals ofthis year. These long letters contain delightful pen-

pictures of the men a.nd places that were visited, and many of the things he 

picks out as worthy of comment ~ind their reflection in some of the teaching 

methods which he subsequently adopted. The last of the letters, whi-ch was 

written from Strassburg and sent to August Hoch ends with the following para-

graph. 

~:"' Now. as you are in pa.rt a Teuton, it mf!-Y interest you to know the 

1 general impression one gets of the professional work over here. I 

should say that the characteristic which stands out in bold relief in 

German scientific life is the paramount importance of knowledge for its 

own sake. ~o know certain things thoroughly and to contribute to an in­

crease in our knowladge of them seems to satisfy the ambit~on of many of 
' 

the best minds. The presence in every medical centre of a class of men 

devoted to scientific work gives a totally different' aspect to profes­

sional aspirations. While with us - and in England - the yQung man may --start with an ardent desire to devote his life to science, he is soon 

dragged into the mill of practice, and at forty years of age the 'guinea 
\ 

/ 
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stamp' is on all his work. His aspirations and his early years of sac­

rifice have done him good, but ~ are the losers and we miss sadly the 

leaven which such a class would bring into our professional life. We 

need men like Joseph Leidy and the late John c. Dalton, who, with us yet 

not of us, can look at problems apart from practice amd pecuniary con­

siderations. / 

(1 ctiave said much in ~w letters of splendid laboratories and costly 

institutes, but to stand agape before the m9.gnifieent structures which 

adorn so many university towns of Germany and to wonder how many millions 

of marks they cost and how they ever could be paid for, is the sort of 

admiration which Caliban yielded to Prospero. Men will pay dear for 

what they prize dearly, arid tne true homage must be given to the spirit 

which makes this vast expenditure a necessity. To that Geist the entire 

world today stands debtor, as over every department of practical knowledge 

has it silently br0oded, often---unrecognized, sometimes when recognixed 

not thanked. 
----

__ .,,,, 

'fhe universities of Germany are her chief glory, n.nd the greatest 

boon she can give to us in the New World is to return our young men in­

fected with the spirit of earnestness and v:i th the love of thoroughness 

which characterizes the work done in them. 
8"'2.. ~ 4w. ~ t.>Jr-,.,. Wal. ~~ ~ G>a-: C<. .... c.l.. tC: -1~ ... ~ ~' d>,c.t.--~ t.l.c~ l, ~ ~ cc 

'Mlile in i.ondon he ,tQ.Qk:...I!.o..o iR-:~S5-l;J.Jdlr-L-li~.u4>~--U.;i......lliooa.dilly and-was:, 

encountered by his i'uture s1Ste1 •ln law one da.y-,-engaged at a fa.shi onabJ e~ 

ln the Eliffie:i;a.J.t and embu-veooilig -te.sk o.f p:imcbasing dresses -fo~a ~ 



5-t.k ~ ~ -'- ~ J~ 1, ~ J 1-;;,;, w--., J--<,..c._ 

0 ("J.-....J.._ '-"-"i, '""7' , • ..,___(~ t~ £~n--,J. k:- 111~....:. .. ~~ 

CM 1,-..' ~. ~ ~ L- e.. 
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Aet. 41. 

-~ ~ ---

promised ~i~th the Schafers, then living at Croxley Green, Hertfordshire, ?I,.._.,_ 

~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ,~ ¼,,~ ~} 

I 
('Sir Edwa.rd~baa giyen :thes~m-s~no~s- of the time~: 

A good nany years ago - about _l890 - when I was in London, on one of 

his visits from the other side, I happened to be walking with him in the 

West End, and as we were passing a boot-maker's he said - ".Come along in 

here a mome.nt, I want to see an old friend." The proprietor, an elderly 

gentleman, was standing with his baok to us: Osler went up, slapped him on 

the baok; and exclaimed, "Hullo, old boy, how have you been all this time?" 

The 'old boy' had been his boot-maker when he first came to work in London 

in the early seventies - and the meeting was like that of two old friends. 

It was _nean.y always fine sunnner weather when he made his annual 

visits to us in one or other of our country houses in Hertfordshire, and 
. , 

w~ generally lazed away the ,hours of the Sunday Qn the grass or in lounge 

chairs, doing nothing particular and doing that renarka.bly well. But on 

' "'" one occasion at Croxley Green~ had a fit of activity', spending a 

large part of the afternoon in carving W. o. and the date i:~ charac­

ters on a fine young beech tree standing in a cha.r!_lll.ng copse close to our 

house. I expect the inscription is there to this day, but it is many years 

since we left the neighbourhood.. Next time r' go I will try and find the 

. tree: •no doubt the inscription will be there still. 

"--- ... 

) 
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It still is; but the tree is now a monarch.GB. 1Hhiea Osler lef~ his 

::::?wt bh >hueh the same boyish impulse taat ma.de him scratch his initials on 
I 

- the window-pane of the rectory at Weston. 

~.t. fo • 
.,Jl...,.-.,l~ Ila)~,, 

It v.tOl:i.ld. B.&'".~e be~mev.·aet 1 oos 

~rJcii>1e hMt he catC.--:0~;1,., initia:s inst-ead of his own.....; n., 'j:.;-6""'-'?' 
(J~,_.,, ... ScJ.i.J.,_ ~ ~ IAl<c.£ ~ te.... ~,y,..;__.. ?"'--~ -.J .«.__,_,_ 
,,- --

The laet week in July he attenaea the{meeting of the British Medical Asso-

ciation held in Birmingham, not a particularly stirring occasion from all ac­

counts~~Pf for the facts that the Archbishop of Canter~ry gave a service 

at St. Martil's-in-the-Bull-Ring, that Jonathan Hutohinaon gave an add~ess on 
/ J 

I . 
the "Futur'' of Dermatology", and tnat a · medal was presented with due ceremonies 

to Surgeon Parke, 'the rarest doctor in the world' according to Henry l(. Stanley 

I 
with who~-he had just returned from Africa. 

t 
-flie-- next week - evidently reading a volume of Lamb's poems en route -

he joined Ramsay Wright· again in Berlin for the Xth International Medical 

1rA..d. 
Congress ~how, v. Bergmann the surgeon, and Waldeyer the anatomist com-

pris~ the Committee of Org-anization.io ~, after1 the fiasco of the ?Xth 

Congress in Washington, had been given the task of :putting these important 
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~ ~ ' 
gatherings a.gain on their f~ Osler' s a.tten~ was more or less obl;ga- 1 

tory, for with A:bia'haiu Jacobi, William H. Welch,~ Fitzt Wi11:1a.m Pepper, 

James Stewart and others he was officially a member of the American Committee:-1 

Ally one unfamiliar w1 th the workings of these great assemblies can hardly ~ I 
I 

ever-estimate the enormous amount of detailed work the Committee of orga.niza-

tion for months a.head is cal.led upon to perform.· At this gathering, for ex-

ample, there were 8831 registrants, fifty nationalities being represented and -

600 communications from selected readers being given before one or another of 

the twenty separate sections representing special subdivisions o:t: medicineyJ 

group of !J_is .oJ.d....Montr--ea-1-4'~nd-s- wne-were present - Ro-ss, -Roddick, William ::, 
r--

__Jla.rJiner, Stir1ing. and Arthur Brovm.e,._ 

/4.._,__ /r 
Virchow' s· name was not only a hom:ehold 11,,epd i -, science the wor1.tl 

over, but he was a prophet,of the people at least, in his 0Wl'l country;a:s 

we-H:-, and the Congress had abundant support from the Govermnen t, as well 

as from those who occupied the new palace in :eotsd~y Jcmeng ~ 

( 11)'\&~ h.. - t....· ~ M ~ L 
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of the participants in the Cpngress are to be found nearly all of the lea.ders' 

of medicine an~ the medical sciences of the day - names still familiar and 
\ 

likely to remain so - Paget, Lister, Macewa.n, Horsley, Jonathon Hutch-

inson, Brunton, A.eland, Sir .Andrew Clark, Sherrington, and Grainger 
\ 

Stewart, to mention a few from Great Bri ta.in; Key and Retzius from SWeden; 

\ 
Kocher and Socin from Switaerland; Billings, Keen, Senn, Jacobi and 

• 

Loomis from America; and even the Freneh were well represented by Roux, 

Richet, Ollier and others. 

Vir<lhow in his opening addre~vantured 
' 

on' the subject of militarisrp,.Jo.i..;., 

' ( -
~mpha.j::J caJJ~e~- his-f'eall1'%s( ;·that the bonds which i.mite are really 

stronger than 1ihe s·entiments which so often divide people;• and pointing to 

the scientific advances of the Fatherland for the benefit of humanit~ssured 

his hearers that 'there can be no real desire for war among a people who so 

, 

sedulously cultivate the arts of peace.' But even a host of Virchows - -.e.~ ~ 

was never ~ popular with his Emperor thoue}l he 111a-s fi~lly ma.de Rector of • 

the University of Berlin - could have stemmed the holocaust precipitated 

twenty-five years later. 



61 
Aug. 
1890 

It was customary for the Executive Committee of these triennial Inter-

national Congresses, which have been interrupted by the Great War, to invite 

certain prominent individuals to give general addresses, and on this occasion 

Lord Lister, then Sir Joseph Lister, of London, Robert Koch of Berlin, 

c. J. Bouchard of Paris, Axel Key of Stockholm, H. c. Wood of Philadelphia 

and Theodore l!eynert of Vienna had been thus honoured. Of all these ad-

dresses, the one which made the greatest stir was that by Koch, who spoke 

on Bacterialogical Investigation, i~ the course of which he made the startl-

ing and, as it proved, unfor~un~tely premature announcement of the discovery 
... 

of a cure for tuberculosis, the nature of which, however, was not disclosed. 

I found a number o·r substances - et;/e'real oils, tar-pigments, rmr-( 
- [~.s~1 

ial vapour, ealts of gold and silve;, especiall; cyanide of gold for 
I 

instance; some of~- li:V.e the last, even when vecy strougly diluted, 

/'prevent the growth of the b~oillus, which, of course. suffices to bring 

the disease to a standstill. • All these substances, however, have proved 

ineffectual when used against the bacillus in the bodies of animals. I 

continued my search, howeyer, and found what I sought. Susceptible as the 

guinea-pig is to the ~ubercle bacillus, it yroved non-inooulable when 

treated with the substances in question, and even when its disease was far 

\ 
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a.dllanced it could be brought to a standstill by this means. This fact 

may give occasion to search :for similar effective remedies in other in­

fectious diseases also, and here lies the field for an international 

contest of the highest and noblest kind.* ,___ 

*Lancet, Aug. 16, 1890, ii, 355-6. 
Koch's address at the Congress was soon followed by his a.r-

' ticle "A Further Co:rmnu:nication on a Cure for Tuberculosis." 
Deutsche Medieinische wochenschrift, Nov. 14, 1890. Even 
in this article he withheld tp.e nature of the substance 
(Tuberculin) which was called Koch' s lymph. 

---



The medical world, taking Koch far more than at his word, promptly 

went imd, and from every side physicians flocked to Berlin to get tidings 

of tuberculin, for such the substance was called; and saddest of all, in-

numerable victims of consumption in its last stages did likewise. Osler 

T;..,t,.a,. ,, • .IA .... : -- i., t-= • ..;_ 
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made some tests with tmrtrerblftanee i:mse-(f at'-~r-h-i-s -!'e'tttm, and mad.e 

.,;...,.,J._ 

~ -t<> the-J, H H.- MeM-eal Society after a few months' trial,~--

~ ~-,u~ ..____ 

On-the whole, his repo~was favourable, especially fo1 eaeee witbe~tatteeW:1 

.,,:..s,.,,~ J, 
as4-aui:gioal weePo'21osia-, te:ettgh he ffl8:kee this conservative statenent: 

extraordinary enthusiasm which has been aroused by the announce­

a just tribute to the character of Robert Koch, who is a model 

worker of unequalled thoroughness, ·whose ways and methods have always 

been those of the patient investigator, well worthy of the confidence which 

other experts in pathology place in his statements. The cold test of time 

can altne determine how far the claims, which he has now advanced, will be 

justified, and meanwhile the question ha.s been transferred, so far as human 

medicine is concerned, from the laboratory to the clinical wa1u, in which 

the careful observations of the next few months will furnish the necessary 

data, upon which to found a final judgment.• 

•Johns Hopkins Hospital Bulletin,'' Deo.1890, i, 108. 
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Baltimore and until the return, on October 1st, of his ' 

niece, he took his residence once more in the hospital. From the re he 

writes Ogden. 

Dear o. to hear you will be with us. Come any time after this 

week. Let me know&: have a room ready. If after Oct. 1st you _ 

shall stay at 209 w. Monu nt - with us. I shall be he re until 1st when 

~ c~~ .. .:.ec1 -
•MS..- Osler comes. 

"' A 

Have had a delightful trip. 
\ • 
_ ¥ou1s e,er, 

and a few days later, _September 8th: 

Do come this week - we are 

I am sure you could be very 

1tal &: you will find me here. ' 
,____ 

bMm full of 

co~•• 

Just in today from Toronto. 

interesting oases of all 

Drive direct· to the Hospi-

By this time or soon after, the house staff had been augmented by the 

at.ft.;._,, ~ ./ttluicJ.df.. CJ'~ --

appointment ~c. E. Simon, August Hoch, w. H. Baltzell; w. s. Thayer, 

Simon Fle:x:ner, George H. F. Nuttall, W. w. Russell and others; and early the 

r· 

next spring crune a young McGill graduate, the mu.eh-beloved 'Jack' Hewetson, 

'doubly dead in that he died so young.' Though Osler loved him like a son 



64 
\ Sept. 

1890 

even Hewetson did not escape from his practical jokes, and not long after his 

a.dvent Osler sent him over to Philadelphia to look up someti.ing in the library 

of the College of :Physicians, saying in an off-hand wa:y as he was leaving, 

"Do d.rop in on rey old friendsPhilip Syn.g/ Physick) and Shippen, and give them 

my love." Hewetson, who could not have been expected to know much o:f' the 

I 

worthies of Philadelphiacmedical history, nor of the characteristics of his 

new Chief, spent most of his afternoon in Philadelphia trying to locate Drs. 

Physick and Shippen, and it was not until his return that he learned they be-

longed to the past. 

Poor Hewetson subsequently developed tuberculosis, against which he made 

a long and losing fight for some years in California, and after his death in 

1910 Osler wrote a memorial notice, in which he 5oi-~ a picture of these early 

~days. 

/ The men of the first few years of the existence of this hospital 

lformed a vecy happy band - young and eager, with a great problem before 

them, too great, indeed, t .o be fully appreciated by us. It was a motley 

group that the gift of a new foundation in medicine had brought together, 

strangers to each other, strangers in a strange city; yet the re was some-

thing in the air, and something in the spirit of the place, that quic.kly 
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The •lead' already given . 
-r 

by that gL"eat triumvirate, Martin, Remsen and Welch, with Mr. Gilman's 

strong personality and intense interest in the hospital (wftich he ha.cl opened 

-1 fat the baeteoo I 

remarked that the 

made the running c anparati vely easy. It has often been 

reputation of the Johns Hopkins Medical School has been 

made bu its young man, to whicn I may note incidentally my shelves bear 

weighty testimony in the twelve volumes with the 500 papers of the .graduates 

of the school during the first eight years. We were singularly fortunate 

in the senior assistants with whom the work began: Councilman, Lafleur, 

Brockway and Robb. I have forgotten how it was that Lafleur came to us 

from Montreal, probably through my friends Ross and MaoDonnell, but it proved 

a very happy selection, and the 'Dane' as we loved to call him, gave acer­

tain cachet to the position, which his successors have been keen to appte­

ciate. - In the first year we ha(! for house physicians Toulmin from Phila­

delphia, Ree se from Baltireore, and 'Al' Scott from Philadelphia, all congeniai 

spirits and enthusiastic workers. Reese was out off by tuberculosis at the 

very outset of a brilliant career; while his many friends had to lament 

Scott's untimely death last year. As the work grew the following year, 

Simon and Hoch came into the house. Then, in the~~ of 191• Thayer 
O flr,o 

joined the staff. and in October succeeded Lafleur as first assistant. In 

L.;J 4 1 ~9q) thE!re came to us, probably through the influence of Lafleur, John 

Hewet~on from McGill, who had just finished a term of residence at the Mont­

real Genera1· Hospita1. I have just had the sad news of his death, and wish 

to pay a brief tribute to his memory. Long practice has given_me a fair con­

trol of my vasomotors, but my grip has neverrbeen sure when a letter or some 

incident brought suddenly to my mind the ·tragedy of the life of 'Jack' 
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Hewetson. As --I write there oomes the far-away vision of a young face, 

frank and open, with the g!9y-blue eyes that looked so ~rue, and a voioe to 

match, wibh a merry laugh - no wonder that everyone loved him: Three happy 

years he lived with us, growing into a strong, earnest worker, and contri­

buting with Dr. Thayer an important monograph on malaria, and many minor 

papers. Frank Smith and Barker, who joined the staff about the same time, 

became his devoted friends. The cQntroller, ,.!r. inder Emery, at once fell 

under his spell, and it was touching to see the affeotion with which the 

stern old martinet regarded the younger man. In 1894 Dr. Hewetson went to 

Germany, and in Leipzig appeared the signs of pulmonary tuberculos1s. He 

had had a pleurisy in Montreal, and the. disease made ;rapid progress. He 

returned to California, where his father lived, and began to fight the long 

and losing battle which has just ended. Brave and cheerful, never repining, 

even in his broken life, r.iuch happiness - happiness that comes with a de-

voted wife and faithful f~iends. We who loved him in those early days have 

never recovered from the tragedy of the wreck of a career of such peculiar 

promise.* 

(:_Johns Hopkins H~spital Bulletin, Dao. 1910, xxi, 357. 

An elaborate schedule had been worked out for the winter courses, which 

attracted a large number of post-graduate students. The nonday evening meetings 

were · gotten under way, Osler presiding at the medical meetings and -vying with 

Welch and Kelly in being the moving spirit of the Historical Club. The first 
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meeting, formally to organize this club and at which Osler presided, 'Was held 

on November 10th and Welch was elected President for the year. Osler expressed 

(. 

his intention of briefly reviewing at subsequent meetings the essays1monogra:phs, 

and works of A,'118rican authors v;hich might be called American Medical Clas-

sics, a..."1.d which have imluenced most markedly the prog5:"ess of meiicine in 

} 0- J,-~-wh..i.i. 0.. c.cu...J,-f, u...,~ ~- .(jS 

this cou.ntr-J- He tool.;: as one of the most inrportant ~f the eighteenth-

century contributions Joh.."'1 Morgan' s celebrated Discourse of 1765, anc1 went 
I 

on to give a.."l account of Morgan' s life and work. A.t this same meeting 

Kelly, vih.o had no less interest than his colleagues in n1ediCal history but 

was able earlier than they to begin making a collection of rare and pre-

Cious volumes, showed a number of volumes illustrating the early obstet-

rical literature, ane of them the rare volume by Rosfolin, 1556, the still 

rarer first edition of vi1ich Osler subsequently secured a copy, as already 
\ 

told, for the Colleg~ of Physicia.~s. \ 
\ 

Osler even at this early date, as the following letter shows, had ~egun 
\ 

to gather material for his account of Beaumont and Alexis St. Martin, no.t \o 

\ 

be published till twelve yea:r:s later. 

\ 
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following letter shows that others even at a distance were beginning 

to appreciate even the Historical Club's activities at the J. H. H. 

Tow. o. from Henry I. Bowditch. 

Boston, Mass., 
Dec. 6, 1890. 

/ Dear Dr. Osler:- How I should like to be present at your Historical Club1 

I but my days for such pleasures are gone. Like- everything you do at Johns 

Hopkins, I sit at a distance and ad.mire. 

How utterly ignor.ant medical students, and the majority of their elders, 
-

• also,. are of the History of Medicine, has been curiously illustrated· in our 

city. For forty years under the direction_of Dr. H.J. Bigelow, the Society 

for Medical Improvement has been willing to receive and guard the portrait 

of an unknown surgeon as the likeness of Ambroise Pare and had his name on 

the frame. During the time necessary to bring this about, I was astonished 

at the ignorance displayed in regard to this great man, this really noble 

scribet One of the elders and middle-aged, seemed astonished that I cared 

to prevent the Society fr~m sending down to posterity a lying portrait of 

him, said "Who and what was Ambroise Pare?" "I have a_lways thought of him 

as being only a great butcher!" Your Historical Society will tend to pre­

vent such calamities, hereafter, where you have influence. Dr. Bigelow 

after the name was removed, set to work to find out who the man was who had 

represented Pare for half a century nearly, and by correspondence with. Le 

Raulnuers & use of photography he found out that Francis Herard, a !JIS,n now 

totally unknown to fame, a surgeon who flourished ( if we can use that ex­

pression) in the century after Pare, has usurped his name thereby. And 
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this Dr. B. published in the papers as an "Art Discovery." 

Dea. 
1890 

t But Dr. B. makes no allusion to the fact that he, was at the purchase 

of the picture and consented to the name, if he did not actually name it 

Pare, and certainly as I can vouch for from the first moment I expressed 
\ 

my disbelief, contended against any change .being rrade. Finally my data 

proved so conclusively to the Society the gross blunder that had been made, 
I . I l\'\ o.-uz.., 
that th~ members voted almost unanimously to remove the fl"0:ffle.• Then and 

' not till then Bigelow took hold of the question and has worked it out most 

admirably, and as if it had been done of his own accord and not after the 

rebuke of the Society. Hie forty years of.opposition are wholly ignored in 

his paper. 

Goodbye. God keep all the workers at Johns Hopkins. I say this 

heartily dear Dr. for· I am still simple enough to think that there is a 

Supreme Being above, ~eeping us 'in the long run' correct and progressing. 

Give my kind regards to Dr. Billings when you see him. What a fine 

is1 He deserves to be a Surgeon General. 

Yours very truly, 

HENRY I. BOWDITCH. 

]
Tho~- by"tliis- t'ime, as will be told, Osler had undertaken another task, 

i.-J-(~- '9t "--.,.,._ tt.J.f.:-u -----t 
~wa~ still enthusing o-ver the mala.r.ia studi.es. of his :i:e.sidenis, fov on -

\ 
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Dear Leidy Those cases are most interesting - I am sure for diagnosis 

La.verarrs organisms_will be of the greatest benefit 

,.,,--=::: . 
/-- lhlt. embolism is common in chr. heart dis. - particularly when fresh 

/ endocardi tis attacks old valves. That must have been ~case pf the sort. 

I-You will see several in my endocarditis lectures I think, ( copy will be· sent 
I 

r you) / 

J - ~ ook at night with the stimulating warmth of an Argand Burner & 1/12 im. 1 / L 

1at those rounded pigmented bodies & the crescents, Ghrtskey has been demon-

1 
1 strating with such care the development of the flagellate forms, such a 

" 
1 show as it makes. It takes a~ay one's breath to see from ttese Gtrawing] 

shaped bodies, apparently free, & resembli~g in general appearance the 

crasoents-long flagellac.develope under lli, ~· ,. 

/ come down soon again, some Sunday - I -shall not be in 1'hiladelphia 
• 

until Xmas again 

~inc•~~R 

"'~cv,ck, I.. ' 
To Dr. ~ Mao Donnell from W. 0. 

The Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
Baltimore, 

Deoe~ber 9~ 1990. 

Dear MaoDonnell:- I sand you a report of Gilliard's case, but I regret to 
/ 

say that •I find no note, whatever, of the case of Andrew Jackson, DeoombeT 

19th, 1881. It possibly might be in the reports of the M'edico-Ohir. Society. 

r-
1 

I have had several post-mortems of hydatids of the liver and you 

will find my article on echinocoocus disease in the American JouJ!l!la.l of the 

A,_ 1 0> - _::-...., a x:L , .... 4-..:. ..... --«.c /t-,,r,..,,,,.,,- !4-...... :.. 
~ir • !>ac {/o'IW-...:- / 0 

V • f;; ... - llir et, .... 0 ,,.~ 11 ➔ 
~- ~">1 , ......... """""---~ J, .. -..c: t.- .. , ,..,.......... u 

~ ~ ... - .... .;f ..-j..- C..1 , ... ~ _b._ 

'-...., //;:,, ! t\,~..,Q~("7 ~ .. ,c. 6 - ~ -oe l,.,,,..e,., 
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Medical .Sciences for October 1882. and there is a supplemen_;a'ry report in the 

Pathological Society's Transactions. Phila •• volume XIII/referring to six 

other oases. 

I shall be in Montreal on December 28th or 29th and shall of course see 

you. P-epper and I have had several conferences about the distribution of 

work in that new text-book and have piade a preliminary assignment. I dare 

say you have already heard _from him. The work ought to take well. and as 

there will only be ten or eleven contributors we should get a very decent 

sum annually from the sale. 

{ 

I am so sorry to hear of l!rs. Shepherd's illness and hope she is better. 

Give my kind regards to Mrs. MacDonnell. Your sister seems to take very 

kindly to her work. Miss Hampton was here last night and spoke very en­

thusiastically about her. 

Very sinoeI;3lY yours. 

. Wm OSLER 
t • J ,-1.... • Im~ '-'- ...,~ ~ <...dbvfl,,L ~'- ,...,,...._~ I"'" ~~ ..... / 

~~sigmnentr-ror Pepper's project~d two-volume "Theory and Practice of 

~ """l (u,;;; ~. (.,_, '- --

Medi cine"* in V1ra.ie • Bt ck' Me.eDonnel.J.' e um: imel:9 death kept him :t'?em :per~:.~ 

~his was published lij93-4, osler•s chapters being on Organic 
soases of the Brain, Diseases of the Nerves, Diseases of the 

u.scles, vasomotor and Trophic Disorders, Diseases of the Blood, / 
~ Diseases of the Ductless Glands - 187 pag-es in all. / 

~atiBg,, ha.d--b"EJen -sui--±ei-1;~1!-QBU:sed at a th1e when esloP himself was about 

4...-. ~ 

persuaded* to undertake .a still more ambitious task ~ • so111ew1•at sim:-1:ar ~ 

( 
~-""':&-e-~traet-with AppJe.tou :was---5igned Fel:Jzuary ZG, 189r. 

in which he was to cover single-handed the whole field of medicine. 
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