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Oct.
. 1874

The period, as Dr. Small says,‘was”truly ong of renmeissanse for McGill,

and though by no ﬁeans due to Osler entirély, his personaliﬁy nevertheless,
wl et placss,
+there as e%sewhefg/éaring his subsequent migrations, proved to be the lsaven whichr

raised the loaf, as shbwn by the flattening out which always foilowed his de=
parture.

'Jimmie' Johnson had entered the school, and for various reasons Oaler's
advances in the way of giving him finéncial aid and of taﬁing him as a boarder
Qere rejecteé; Fathgr Johnson, judging from his letters to his son, undoubt-

edly felt that the unorthodox and non-sectarian environment of University Col-
i~Li%wnu,dW#JLfrﬁﬂmwx1dbﬁEf?

lege had had a demoralizing effect upon)iim ﬁ1nsa:iEii:S£Z£;§I€3§£§ieee

(WA Jobans ovy b S°®  ootbX 1952 1874

e o

¢+ « Toll Prof= W. Osler, I have not forgotten him or his message about
hounde on the Blow Fly; but have put off writing, hoping still to see him.

I will write him if all be well, in a few days. Ask him if he puts up any

specimens to put up one or two for me, be they ever so indifferent. I would

;ike to have them. When I can get to Town I will send you a little more

imoney though it would be well to tell me in $ & ¢ about what you requirijjﬁo¢
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Nov.
1874

i NovE 1352 1874

r

¢ ;
!+ o o If newspaper reports be true, I sse you are having a pretty fair

;sprinkiing of smallpox down with you. How is my well beloved W.O. getting on.

I must take time to write to him. Tell him I fesl I have neglected him. I

have been so>disappointed & each day a fresh little troubia, so that I can not

gfind time or heart for anythings + o « The DE [Bovell] wrote ms a letter

the other day. He says he has been 8seven weeks on his back in the bed. I will

e

enclose it by the way: you would like to see it, & so would Osler. Pieass re=-

; » 4 Deof 4t 1874

A

;. « » How about X¥28 now very near at hand? What do you wish to do? Do you

w = A =

‘wish to stay in Montreal or stay at Weston? Hevi\met oz indueements—to—hob

b

Does Proff Dsler
come up? Be sure you bring me éome kind of specimens, fof'the Microscope.
I have bemn reading "Handbook for the Physiological Laboratory" by Brunton,

Foster, Klein & Sanderson. Arthur lent it to me. If you could only go quietly

: through that book, it ought to be £500 a year to you, without ever leaving the

‘house, every year of life afterwards. Would that I had time to go into it,

014 as I am, I would master it in a year or so. - It contains all that rudi-

inmﬁtary knowledge & description of appliances methods &S - & well defined nor-

{mai tissues & from w2 a student may go on to thé ende Prof. Osler has it.

'If I recollect he shewed it me, when T first saw him at Dundas after hié re-

turn from England,
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may be fairly argued I can not, because I do not nnderstand anything about it,
Weat do you think of it? If you see any bemefit please let him (Jirmie)

Xnow it "% me toce I tell him I will furnish the money, if he finds it ne- / _v
Jwgesamry. The word money reminds me ‘that Jimmie has RS Fehatie S0 RV

“twice or thrice mentioned, when sending an a/c of fees pald or unpaid, that you
had given him his ticket; & intimated or said, it was not necessary to pay for
. I know your kindness would suggest this, but you are not indebted to me in
any way to warrant such a deprivation. Df course anything you can throw in his
way, or anything you can employ him 1n,/yﬁ11 be a great & additional kindness to
me, & I shall be ever thankful for it; & doubtless he will too, for he is not
generally insensible to such actg/pf/klndness~ but I have no reason to lock for
a remission of fees. 1 suggested to Jimmie, it was a mistake, but he is
imperative in thinking he must not offer to pay. If the boy is mistaken, let
me enclose it to you, that would satisfy us, & leave him in ignorance; if not,

I can but thank you, & add it to many kind remembrances 1 enjoy, both of yourself
in particaIér & of your very kind friends.

/ﬁf;/sunpose you must have noticed that to all app arance, I did not do the
kind thing to your dear Father & others on the Com® w- the Bp. appointed to find
charges against me. Whether you thought so or not, there was good reason from
all the public has seen, to think so. I was very peculiarly placed, & ssw no
way but irony to meet it. I am waiting the Bp's decision before writing a last
letter, apologizing for seeming rude, & shewing why that was the only course open
to me. Two most importent principles were assiled. 1 told the Bp. I dare not
be a party to the proceedings. He tried to force me. I could not submit. I
must meet the Com® or my case would go by default: I could not anpear, or the
principle was compromised: I could not touch the subject by way of evidence, or
reason upon it, because it had not been heard: & having assured the Bp he had no
authority whatever to create the commission, irony was the only way to shew I
meant all I said, & defy further proceedings. I know irony & sarcasm drive away
one's friends, therefore you had better never attempt to use them: but they have
their time & place, & looking at it now with calm & unbiassed view, I still think
I did well, & if the same causes arose would treat them as I did then. The
private correspondence between the Bp. & myself is the only means of understanding
the matter, but this shall never be made public with my consent alone. The poor
Bp. whose kindness to me is unwearied & real, expressive of high praise alse, is
really in a "tight""place". I have promised to obey his orders immediately &
without a murmur, but neither to gainsay or accept his opinions. I have removed
every obstacle to his decision that I know of, £ I hope daily to receive it.

Is there any chance of your coming up this way after Easter? I suppose the
small-pox hospital keeps you more or less busy; but the number of patients
decreases a good deal towards spring & summer, so you might get away for a trip
to see, & gladden o0ld faces again. Everything much as usual here. I have not
paid the Humber Ponds a single visit this winter, & now we are snowed in in every
direction. With my best wishes for your success, health & happiness, & hoping
to have a line, when you have time & inclination

_—believe me, as ever,

;fYour sincere & affectt friend,

V. A. Johnson
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going to the grbund despite his personai eff'orts‘ to help them,

of which there are many stories.
)

&

s & : T

/

s fizee
/

| #%% You have of course entered the Profession of k!edicine with a

view of obtaining a livelihood; but in dealing with your patients
let this always be a secondary consideration. It has been well
'aaid, "No one should approach the temple of science with the soul
of a ﬁoney-changor." Let the spirit of our Medical moralist, Sir
Thomas Browne, whose Religio Medici I would commend to yourapem-
sal, aduate you. He says"lLet me be sick myself, if sometimes the

*

malady ovf my patient be not a disease unto me; I desire‘rather to
cﬁre his infirmitiee than my own neoeésities: where I do h&n; no ‘
good methinks it is scafce hpnest gain, though, I confess, 'tis
but the woréhy salary of our well intended endeavours." ¥ Upon your
relations to fellow-practitioners, allow me to offer you a few
words of coun.sel.. It ,is a'facf well known to you all that the
great approbium of our Profession, empecially in the small towns,\
is the ccnstant rivalry and distrust of one another displayed by
1t§ members. That men whose high /oalling ought to bind them close-v
ly together, and whose interests are so much in common, should thus
disagree, is a matter deeply to be regretted: and, I would urge
-upon you, during your, let me hope, proysperous career, to do an
that may lie in your power to remove this scandal from our midst.

A little watchfulness when commencing practicé may prevent it en-

tirely lin your own circle, and you may thus have your brother prac-

o
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. titionergas friends not enemies. Tpe evil, I reg}et to say,

is generally traceable to the patients. You will not be engaged in

practice many weeks before one ‘eeks you who has' been under the

care of some other medical man. el 2 L-le it a rule aiways to dis-
\

courage the tales of a patient about another medical man; and even

when you think he has made a mistake, be slow to _judge.’ Often

A %K ’ :
them;—and remember the injunction "If t};ﬁy brother trespass against

thee; go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone; if he
shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother."

A word now on the Temperance question, which is becoming an
all-important one in Canada for us as mediéal men. That alcchol -

. ;

is a medicine, and a valuable one, nobody hut blinded by prejudice
denies; but bear in mind ti:at it is a dangerous remed# and ongq
that should not be, as it .Es, 80 generally recommended by prac-
titioners. * * * Medical men, more than any other, have opportuni; .
ties of observing the commencement of such habits, and care should
. be exercised, lest this tendency be fostered by the ’fom of treat-
ment employed.‘ No class of individuals can better wage war against
the indiscrimlinate drinking habits of the publiec than the Doctors,
and the laity will hearkern tc their admonitions on this point; even
when the exhortations of the Divines are treated with contempt. v
Examplé. Gentlemen, is better than precept, and by becoming tee-

totallers yourselves, you will neither injure your health nor damage
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May
1875

and protests  jover the existing conditions; and the 'M.G.H.'

had long mads efforts to have revoked the existing law which

obligated all hospitals receiving grénts from the legislature

s () et T ol o Seiant esmil, Gk
to reee-ive amallpoi patients. e

q. The Grnata Mrsticis T Jrarmas fn 1673 -2

( - .The Montreal General Hospital some year_;since, put up on
ftheir grounds a fever hospital which is a ssparate building,
,it was deemed at the time perfectly safe to th? other inmates
to permit Small Pox patients to be placed in this i.solated |

5 ;building. Soon, however, the contagion wb.a found to spread,
5a;nd cases originating in the wards among the other patients be-‘.
aame too common, life was sacrificed and the committee of

management at length detemined to exclude the infected. . . *

& 9

\\’
[/ 490 syadabex howpital." ' Oaneda Nedisel s Surgical
J Journal, 1873-4, i1, 282, 5
\

We have on a former occasion called attention to the danger

‘which arises to the inmates of General ‘Hospitals by having an at-
§
:tached building for the treatment of smallpox. With magard to our

ovn hospital we have reported on several ogcasions the spread of

g smallpox into the general wards and we have. repeatedly advised

;the governing body of our hospital to close their smallpox wards

)du..,.;. ?‘»w\. ltrlaa..xw;. trsan ok lr—othe d;-.u&- Zlc 4,‘7",_2 Wi ﬂli”wué& l Wb &M_(k
e Fen R odtualiac f» Mrmen “’"‘#m& ot froally Cetin Fleatpnik. m..?ww’a;,

Ropulad—brmns  Sevbvoerttor—oc—Yory—tettin Mol o ffons. Kei, n:‘&«,/‘w-_ W
ZM\M ‘k;}cwwgg—%
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and refuse to admit patients suffering foom that disease. When- :
ever we have suggested this desirable change, we ‘have been met by
'the statement that it is contrary to the Act or Statute regulating
General Hospitals, and therefore until an amendment to shat Statute
is effected the smallpox wards of the Montreal General Hospital

mast remain whsrs they are. .. . No person can speak more posi-
tively os this subjsct than the writer. He Jis one of the attending
medical staff of the Montreal General Hespital and since the year
1867 has performed his duty during the first winter quarter, that is,
during the months of NovemberA, December and January up to the year
1870 when a change took place énd his months of attendance have b_een
since that _périod Cetober, Novemtor and December in each year. Dur-
ihg his attendance he can call to mind the occurrence of smallpox

in patients under his charge suffering frorq some minor csmplaints and

in many instances the sufferers have paid the forfeit of their lives.”

2
v

j i *"The Montreal General Hospital and its Smallpox Wards."
’Canada Medical & Surgioal Journal, 1874, iii, 231,

T

b

oy

. : s .
Another long editorial appeared at about this time, em

letter written m by Peter Redpath, then Presi- .

dent of the M.G.H. Board. ' He had insisted on an increased accommo-",


































































	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_001
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_002
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_003
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_004
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_005
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_006
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_007
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_008
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_009
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_010
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_011
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_012
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_014
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_015
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_016
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_017
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_018
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_019
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_020
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_021
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_022
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_023
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_024
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_025
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_026
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_027
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_028
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_029
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_030
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_031
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_032
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_033
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_034
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_035
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_036
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_037
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_038
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_039
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_040
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_041
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_042
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_043
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_044
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_045
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_046
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_047
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_048
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_049
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_050
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_051
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_052
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_053
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_054
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_055
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_056
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_057
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_058
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_059
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_060
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_061
	Cushing_Box152_Folder8_Chapter06_062

