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Steady my boy trouse the word in exodus three nineteen A have felped me lately

1 send them to you they were spoken GO one whose life seems symbolic of your own. Iove

to dear Helen 1 know things are going well with you. Aw writing.

NMother.
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Wires received have sent three air mail letters writing tonight.

e Kermotte



January 6 1934 :
Oh my dear chlldren!

My arms are around you,my love is with you,and I
am so0 sure that all is going well with you.
My telegram may have puzzled you,I will explain. You know how
deadly was my fear of having my teeth out. Mr.Ayling has been
at work for me. A week ago yesterday I was conscious that all
fear was gone,and arrangements werse made for the work to be
done. Yesterday four were pulled. Next Thursday the dentist
comes a2gain.No fear--no troubls.

But the Bible text that was persistent in my mind---much to
my surprise was Ex.33:19-- "I will make all my goodness pass
hefore thee." 1 began to read the surrounding of that verse--
I bzgan to think about Moses--who is called the "meekest man"
in history---not "meek" a8 we understand the word today---but
"teachable"---I began to think of how wonderfully teachable
he wag----perhaps vou will understand sbout that as you study
him with the thought of how very 1like his 1life was to yours.
Yot in detail--of course,but a2s a symbol. Think of all that has
come into your lifs,unexpected things that have influenced you
powerfully. I do not know how the analysis of his 1life will
come to you---but vhen your letter came today,I knew why my
mind had been called to Moses' problem--to lioses'character--

He was forced out of each environment without any plsnning of
his own---he was led from one problem to another. He was as
desirous of doing the thing God asked of him,as you have been.
Your life 1g still full of your questioning----but is there any
thing for you to do but to thoroughly understand the goodness
of God whose will you want to do? ,You know if God is Infinite
goodness , to one who reflects him,1ls conscious of following



and trusting Him there can come no evil.

Tam wanting so much to tinish the story of Abraham the fathe:
of the Hebrew people so that I can take up the story of loses,
the one who was used to make of that people a nation. So any
thoughts that may come to you,even 1t only 1n the form of ques-
tioning,will be of valuable help to me.

tod be with you and Hslen and the dear family --

Kother.
Mrsg

Mills sends love and sympathv.

Bud I Ay Sl & Wl WUl fr- O

e olone .
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Los Angeles January 8 1934
Dear Helen and Wilder:

T phoned to Hrs.%,as soon as I had read
your letter that came Saturday. And today 1
have written to ask hsr to send me a card as
goon,and whenever shs heard from you. I am
thinking of you every minute.

Herbert and Mary were over 1aat evening. llary
brought mé her o®¥n lovely sat of col1es pot,
augar and creamer and ceup and agueer tor my
tréy,anﬁ%%hey wore decorated with pink flowers
to match the tray cloth and napkins you sent
me,Jelan. They ars 1he_ mogt aristocratic lookir
g%J and mnkxs whe wray bsaublful. You see

#hat your Chrigtmas to me has done? I told

T our jacket mado me L0ok--Row:1n a month

3 ade me look--Now,in a month or



or two you may begin to think of me ag------
wrell,the dentigt solemnly promises that the
new teeth will make me beautiful! You might
28 well think of me in that way--until you
ses me again.
Dear Children,I love ~ou
Hother



1132 La Pere Drive
Saturday---But no,it 1s Friday--Jan.l2

Dear Wilder and Helen:

Such rejoicing this morning when the note came
from Sister X. that Helen was bstter---I phoned Herbert right
avay,for I knew he would be anxious too.

Of course we were all surse that she would be better,but it
was mighty good to hear from vou,the assurance. How kind
every one has been to you,and how thankful you are that you
could do everything that was humanly possible to make things
easier for her. Oh how glad we are,dear Wilder that your great
anxiety 1s reldeved. Now it will be sasler to be patient while
wailting for health to come back to her,won't it? These days
have brought back to me the helpless days ofr your babghood
when mother's arms were a haven of comfort,and how I have
longed to be able to comtort you again. God blesgss you both.

Yesterday I had some more teeth out--elght have been taken
out,six and a half remain for next Thursday. The reaction was
harder this time--My nerves had stood about all they thought
weg desirable,l guess. They were mostly roots that were taken
out yesterday--so I think the worst is over, probably.

"South ---on account of the cold winters--sounds rather rest-
ful to you,I am thinking,right now. I wonder,if that shoulda
come to be the next problem--where it might 1lead you?

South? West? --but you are so tied up where you are--but how
little one can know of the forces that are moving to change
the currents of -our 11ttle 1ives.






1.0o8 ‘ngeleg January 21 1954
Dear “elen ana Wilaer: ;
dister ¥.gent me uthe letter that Wilaer wrote ¢elllingixr

or Helsn's being out or danger--It was 80 dear Or her uO sena
1t. I am so thankrul 1or you ana 10r us. It nas peen a uerrible
exnerience,] know. Hov kind every one ls wnen twrouble cOMes
into the hsaruvs OI irlenas--or,perhaps,only acquaintances. It
helps us ©o bear whings whéen we reallzs Now.tsnadsr tLowaras us
other hearts are. Nothing really muxs s 4 s unlove does.

I have not written as otten as I would have llkea--but 1 have
peen having a little experience 01 my own that sescmed uoO keep
me somsewhat occuplsa.

T have not a tooth--nor a part Or a tooth lert 1n my head
now. I am glaa 1t 18 over--ior Just the tlme spent with Dr.
Falsenthal was not all there wag 1O 1t,you know---10r uhére are
always nerves uO be reckonsa with,you know.

Three afternoons ald tne jop. Four--ana vhen rour--ana unen
geven. Y& did nor intend vo make 1t 1n three occaslions---put I
beggea him vo 1inisn 1t up. I coula not bear 1O thihnk of anothser
week--T think he woula not have conssnteéd 1li ne nad not uvrustea
¥r.Ayling to bring me througn all right. r.Ayling was here
with me all three days,and Dr.F.thought the healing was going orn
guite remarxably.

T am getting along all rignt now,altvhough nerves dla make zhirp
things pretcy asgperate at tlmes. It was better uvO vake then
all out,I realizea that ag things wen.u on. I am wnankiul whav
they are gone--ana T hopé the new ones willVﬁery ornamental--
1or,at present I ao not particularly in tvhe ornamental class.

T have not seen any ons o1 ihe 1amlly since Thursday.

Q






L.os Angeles Tanuary 25 1934

Oh wilder dear,your birthday will not bring you the greetings
from vour mothsr on time---It 1s not bescause I have forgotten,
dear,but T have had a rather sizzéling week. Last Thursday the
dzntigt-sxtractor tinished up his worc -and 1 suppose I have
been paying tor it,in a way. But if you only knew how thankful
I am that it was finished up and that I do not have to finlsh :
it today!
pr.Feltenthal wes very nice indeed,and I am surs that

he knew his business. He has a mother, too,whom he thaénks 1is
the most vonderful mother in the world,and he often said,%that
1g what my mother says'And so,knowling that I had a boy who was
2 "mother-boy" I think he liked me well. When he came to go
away--he had besn troubled about taking out seven teeth--or,
perhaps because he had had to injesct the novacalne in two sep-
arate arseas,at any rate,he had besn rather tender towards me---
he put his hand on my arm and aaid--"God be wlth yom," and he
meant it,too. Yes,I like him and ghall wrike him a note this
afternoon telling him so. — ) o

I have not seen one of the family this wesk. Armor brot
Addie and John over for a few minutes one arternoon,and that is
all. :
And,ae I have had no letters,I do not know what you are
doing--it you have taken Helen home with you,or not,especially,
and Lif she 1s getting well fast,and how the rest of you are---
and T have no news about sny one else. So what am I to write
about? T am sleepy and a bit stupid---only just a 1little bit
vou know.I am in despalr =bout my story--cannot seem to 1line
up my thoughts at all. ~hall I ever get it written? I wonder:

Lovingly,llother :

)Mtﬁ“’““‘“{\ W%N“fm‘( 4*. B (5



L.os Angeles,

wednesday--Feb.21 1934

Dear Helen and Wilder;

This letter is for both of you,althou

I shall probably direct much of 1t to Wilder--to ask and
anawer some delayed questions.

Did you receive my night letter,Wilder,while Helen was 80
1112 Either you did not receive it,or you misunderstood it
for you have never mentioned 1t. My heart was so full of
the desire to give you sonme comfort during that dreadful
time--and I could not get away from the thought of Illoses
when he was so full of anxiety,and the need of help-~~~~
He wanted to see God's face--his presence--to be assured of
Bod's willingness and power to help him through his time of
bewilderment----- And God said that He would cause his goodm
ness to pass before him----I have not the Bible near at
hand to quote 1t correctly--but T kxnow the sense of 1t.
So--the thought of all the goodness that God had shown him
and the people for whom he was giving his 1life, came before
him as pictures---and he was encouraged,able to go on,
knowing that God's goodness would continue to be with him.
T said that Moses's history was gsomething as yours had been
That may have puzzled you---1 did not know wvhat mood you
would be in--just saying that I loved you and was praylng
for you would not help very much--the very fact of my wire
would tell you that--but it was possible that you might be
glad to have your mind centered #n some one point in God's
word,and that He could give you comfort where I could not-
and if you did not desire that--it would have done no harm,
and you might want to make use of that 1ittle bit of God's
way with man--even at some later date. But I was certaln
that you would be sure that I was mes sending something



that seemed to me to carry comfort,and that for that reason
you would try to find what that comfort was. So--I am a
bit bewildered that you have never even sald you had recelv:-
it.

Wilder dear--for some months the teeling has been grewing
on me that I want to 1live close beside eilther you or Herbert
not with you as you will understand--that would not be wise
for either me or your family--but beside you. Perhaps, if
there should ever come something out of the estate--I could
have a home adjoining Herbert on some lot of his--and 1t
would be his and yours when I was through,and the rent that
I am helping to pay now would be pald to you two instead
of to strangers. I am noy trying to make it harder for you,
but a little easier.I do so want to lessen expenses. I am
not trying to get you to feeling that I merely want a chang:
either. But I am wanting to talk with g’Herbert a bit,and
perfectly willing to keep still if he says my thought 1s
no good.I do not know why I spoke of 1t,excepting that I
had 1t on my mind,and began a sentence that had to be fin-
ished.

Now a bit on teeth. There may have been a necessity
of having all the teeth out on account of poison---we have
seen no sign of any change in conditlons,since they came
out. I am glad that they are out--for they were not much
good for eating tools,and looked horrid.

I have not had aniyeasy time with my feet since you were
here. I have not sald much about them because I do not
like to talk of them. T am playing the pipe organ religious
ly night and day. The pain has been quilte intense most of
the time--the floods have not ceased. The moisture comes
in greatdrops«ef amber---not yellow,amber,like drops of



drive any of them insane,do you? You know it 1s said that
when one allows thetzxmkmax his mind to dwell too long on
"one subject,that is what happens to him! Of course,l really
suppose that subject does not occupy the minds of any of

my family to that extent--it 1s probably only when they
think of me that i1t comes to their mind. Jack had a new
friend with him at a dance the other night--and thils

was the verdict as glven by Armour--"O we like her so much,
she hates Christian Science as much as we @m@% do."----
mg1ll there--it is all out--and while it may make things a
1ittle more luminous to if I should ever happen to gdpill
over again-- it will not wopry you nor cause you bo ne
annoyed with any of the foolish family who cannot see that
grandmother has a right to her own religion without consult-
ing any one of them.

Dear Mrs K.wrote me again,saying that she had received a
letter from Helen herself-- and the letter came from you say!
ing that she was beginning to move around her room a biy--

I am so thankful.

IPH this 18 & cample of the best I can do in the wrlting of

letterse I think I will stop and finish on another day--

Possibly I should have stopped betore I began. I love each a1

and every one of you--and here is a toast to good health to

all of you and to me.
: Mother.



of clear honey----sticky? rather, gluey-- that makes =k
cloth=s or toillet paper stiff,when dry. I have to change
the coverings several times during the twenty-four hours,
and it is very unpleasant as to odor. Sometimes like wet
feathers--when you put the chicken into hot water---
sometimes like urine when the dipes have been hung before

a hot fire---sometimes just"Rrotten."

All that 1s very interesting?----- it has made me very nax
nsrvous,which,in furn, intensifies the pain. Now you know
conditions---and again I shall try to forget it all and not
think of it as true.

My dear -r.Ayling is not taking care of me at present.

We agreed that 1t would be better for each of us to have a
1ittle vacation from each other. I have a woman now--and a
very lovely,understanding,woman. I felt terrlibly lonely
without ¥Mr.Ayling at first,but I am sure thapy it was right
to make the change. I am more and more confident that the
healing 1s just ahead of me. Mr.Ayling is a fine practition
er,and he did some fine work for me---but,possibly he had g&
given all that he could give me Just now--and Mrs.Schwartz-
el is giving it to me in a 1little different way, that does
not lessen the truth as Mr.Ayling gave it to me but puts it
in a different angle. I am fyll of hope. I have not told
any one about the change excepting to Addie--and shfwas
here so often,and was,herself ,going to Mr.Avling so that
it was impossible not to tell her. I shall tell Herbert
when he comes again. I did not want the family to know----
well, it seems sometimes as if I would like to get out

from under some of the family criticism. The bitterness
weighs on me. "You do not suppose that my religion will



Loe Angeles---March 14 1934

Dear Helen and Wilder:

So long a time since my wonderful birthday of last
Friday! T suppose I was more exclted than I knew--at any
rate there has been nothing left to keep going on and so--
no letters have been written.

But this morning I am standing on top of a high rock, looking
of f over the hard,narrow, rugged path I have been travelling
over for some time,and singing --silently,if not audibly,
psalms of rejoicing--for why? I am going along a path that
leads to a much desired goal,and as I look back,l am rejoicipg
over the very certain fact that I_shall not have to travel
this way again. Something has been sccomplished at least.

Es I look forward the way is hidden from me--I do not iknow
how rugged the going may be,I know nothing of what is to
come,but I am certain of one thing,every step I take,easy or
hard,brings me that much nearer to the desired goal. And I

am certain,too,that it will not all be hard even though the
climbing may be pretty steep,for always there will be so much
of love---ac there always has been--to help me over the worst
places. So I am full of confidence and Joy while I rest a bit
before going on.

My dear boys who are giving me thelr love and care--so
much of love----- And always,when I say "my boys" it includes
their wives,my two dear daughters--in thought it is always,
Mary and Herbert-Helen and Wilder--and how could it be other-
wise--for they never fail in giving me love. I am so blessed
in my daughters. Then there is another one of my boys--Jack,
the anchorless one. The one Ruth loved so dearly--the one who




qudsloving sympathy and care--for whom I should love to do some-
thing were 1t possible. Jack,who has always hoved me,and I
think st1ll needs me; the one who has been 8o deeply hurt that
he has not yet found himself,and knows not where to look for
the understanding that he so longs to find---

That is enough to show you that 1life is still worth the
1iving.

T am combining your two letters for two reasons--one is
that it saves me writing two--the other is that 1 fegr 11 1 sh
should write to #tlantic €ity that Helen would be gons.

Now for the thank yous-Helen dear your lovely letter camse

¢ priday morning while I was at breakfast--right on the dot--
and such a joy to receive. T am so glad that you had the two?
cood friends to be with you. I suppose ligy Myers came the
second week? She would be lively and good company,and probabl
better for the second week,for I know how Alice Lewis always
fite in with your moods,and being so weak that first blt of k&
time in the hotel,she would be invalusble--and someway,l do
not think she nesded any sympathy for being there--sven though
not acuite yourself,l am certain you gave to her Jjust what she
hag always loved in you--just yourself .

Wilder's ;etter came Thursday afternoon. The contents both
apiritual and material were gratefully received and stored
away in my memory box. Of course, the words can be referred
to often,and the material? In other ways will be remembered.
Mr.Ayling gave me a little bottle of perfume made by a chemist
in Los Angeles who keeps him well supplied becasue of his
healing work for him--That bottle was about empty,I use it
every day on the tips of my fingers--after dresslng my legs--



a8 the unpleasant odor seems toO cling to them,otherwilse.

So my first thought was--Oh I will get some really good peR-
fume,for I am spoiled for anythingcheaper. Then the next
thought was Now I can get that Bible! "That" Bible" being

s new translation of the New Testament by Torrey. }
Torrey ls professor of Semitic languages in vale. His specialﬁ
being the Aramalc. --e uced to write for the 5.5.Times when :
T was using that paper for S.8.work,and his transglations

were always so good. I bellevs this 1s the first transxzlatilon
directly from the Aramaic which was the common language of the
people and the language Jesus used. I have been very anxlious
to possess it ever since I knew it was ready to be had.

But I am not buying books,so feared I should have to depend
on the Library--which would be quite unsatisfactory as b
should to read 1t all at once.

Mpg.Mills went to the phone the first thing %onday morning to
o ak about the book--Fowler Bros.sald'"yes,we got in fifteen cogp
1es Saturday; there are two left ,do you want one of them?"

I have the book and it 1is just as I thought it would be,very
conversational in tone--gseemingly very little changed from
the “ing James edition,but when you are through reading, you

g sem to have understood a 1ittle better just what Jesus sald.
Neither the book nor the perfume was expensive as I had feared
so now I have enough left for a white nightdress to wear
under my jackets--and as another one went to pleces last wesk-
T need it badly. Thank you very much Wilder dear.
Mrs.Merrill sent her usual beautiful roses., 1 was 8O surprised
to get them this time . She nhas been in Washington with dr.
Merrill,and Thursday I recelved a beautiful card from her
mailed in Washington--Friday morning came the flowers.






March 31--Los Angelss

Dear Wilder,Helen and all four children: It is almost funny,
and so,falls short of being maddening,when I think of the many
geparate things that have happened this morning to make it seen
impossible to write this letter--it 1s nearly lunch time now--
but  shall write all that I can of the things that are pressir
me bdcause I want to spill them out to you.

T think when I come to write my story--shall I ever do 1t? I
shall give it the title of "Tales of a Grandmother{" But this
letter may be called "Meditations of a Grandmother"--a very
different thing from Tales.

Ever since the night when I knew that dear daughter Helen was
so 111,and that my baby boy--who 1s anything but a baby to BX=R2
to others--only to his mother--was in such dire mental distress
"I will cause my goodness to pass before thee" has been in my
consclousness whenever 1 think of any of you."The goodness of
God--looking for the goodness of God,in everything connected
with you is not such a bad thought.l suppose "The Lord is in &
in his holy temple,let all the earth keep silence before Him.
means the same thing--paraphrased thus-The ~ord is in His holy
temple,the consciousness of His children, -my consciousness-
let all the earth,all that is unlike Him,keep silence before
Him.

The letter came telling of the wonderful motto you have
found for the entrance into the Institute--éust the thought
you wanted to express--"The goodness of Godes "wgde in the imzg
image and likeness of God" you must necessarily relect Mind---
You must not think that it is the human mind that glves you
these thoughts--The human mind only reflects the message from
the One Mind. The inspiration comes from the Father--and the

son works it out to meet human needs.



Aunt Addie has had to leawe Elizabeth to make rppm for Falith
and Gene to come in share expenses--Gene has no work,Armor
hopes to find something for him to do---This week 1s vacatlon
in the schools so it was best in every way that the move be
made immediately. We thought we had your room at the Olds,Wildr
for Aunt Addle for a week--but Dr.0lds 1s not so well and so

is coming back home,and the room was needed. Gene brought Aunt
Addie here and was to come back and take her around to find
another room---we have not heard yet as to why he could not
comé--The temptation was strong to feel a bit peeved--but here
1s how 1t turned out. Several minor incidents took Aunt Addie
to the store on an errand for Mrs.ldills--there she heard of one
of their customers who had room to rent--a beautiful room--1insa
lovely home with a private entrance into a lovelier garden.

If Gene had come for her she would not have found that place--t
but if she had found it,the own r of thse home would not have
rented it to a stranger for a week--but Mrs.Mills explained
who Addie was,and the circumstances,and because she was a
neighbor--the place 1s gomething less than two blocks from
here--she had the room,for 3.50 for the week. She hopes to be
able to take it for longer than the week. She needs a good
rest before going out To stay with George and Ann. : g
So,when I read of Wilder Jr.'s accldent that might prevent hﬁ§
vaecation work at the garage--I thought of looking out for the
#goodness of God " in this accident--perhaps if you watch out
you will be able to see how even this painful disappointment
was for good. Some gseveral years ago some One wrote a book,

a very delightful novel called "Somehow Goad" Showing that
good could come out of even what seemed to be very unfortunate.



/. ecareful ,watchful,personal help given to making the most of khd
the 1ittle savings entrusted to the banks care,and I was glad
that Amos Jefferson had a grandson who bore his name."Trust-
worthy" --that must be your slogan,I think.

And mow for a special story for dear Priscilla--about another
1ittle girl who %@&bsomevwhat younger than Priecilla is now.

™o understand it look back at the hymn I wuoted earlier in this
letter----the one beginning--"Shepherd." Her mother was away
from home,and she wanted a dress for her dolly-- When her
mother came home she was amazed to see how well the little girl
had done all alone by herself.. “Why Ilvanna how could you do €
so well?" "Shepherd showed me how.' "What do you mean,child?”
Whgog't you know?" -<Shepherd show me how to m&m gather how ' to
sew?

The picture boodk is for the mother of you--- I have tried
go often to deseribe the wonderful showing of the spring wild
tlowers,thrown on the desert hills by the Master Landscape
Artist--but heve falled--this gived the best idea that I have
seen. Each color group blends into the next color just as the
colors in a beautiful Persian rug is blended--there are no
erude.rough Joinings--there are,perhaps a mass of white here,
or light pink there,or perhaps blue shading down into the F
dzrker blues etec. It 1s herd to believe they could 2just happer
it 1s much easier to believe that a Master lMind directs the
combination of such a2 wo nderful showing of beauty.

I want to send a love-greeting to rraulein Bergman--although I
have no special story ior her. I want to thank her agaln for
all the wonderful care she has given,right out of her big
heart of love,to all of you.Love knows His own,and she will be

greatly blessed.Loving you--Mother



%)

1 am enclosing a clipping from the morning Times,that seems to
£1t in with the meditations of the morning,showing that it we
expsct to be comsclous of the"goodness of God" we have Qur part
to do to make it possible for Him to gsend that "goodness 1o us,
If those boys had not learned theis Scout lessons well,they
would not have known what to do---and 1f God had not sent

s trength into the muscles of the older boy could he have carrie
his brother so far over the mountain? If our hearts had been
full of resentment over a fancied neglect on Gene's part-- .
would ‘unt Addie have found her lovely room?

Because I think Ruth Mary has a rather keen sense of humor I
am sending this story to her especially.Early yesterday morning
T wag having a 1ittle tussle with some pain that had been tor-
menting me--I wished I could think of just the right hymn to
sing to make me forget 1t--"How firm a foundation ye salts of
the Lord,Is laid for you Faith in His eEcellent word?" No,that
would not do---"Shepherd show me how to g0 OBer the hill-side
steep; How to gather,how to sow,How to feed thy sheep? --No,
that did not fill the need---Finally after many attempts a
tune came to my mind,and I was satisfied--I could not recall
the words that went with that tune,at fhrst--but shemn when I
d1id get them what do you suppose they were? I laughed so hard
that Mre Mills heard me and came to see what was the matter--
but my sides were aching,and 1 was preathless and could not
snswer immediately--here are the words--

When good king Arthura Ruled this land,

He was a goodly king, He stole three pecks of barlay meal

To meke a baggpudding.;

A bag pudding the “ueen did mane,And gtuffed it well with plums
And in it put great lumps of fat as big as my two thumbs.

The king and Queen did eat thereof,And noblemen besids,



And whﬁt they could not eat that night,The Queen next morning
fried.

Oh yes,the pain was forgotten,and it came to me after a wh
while that the hymn I was wanting was-"He leadeth me"

Here is somsthing just for the father of you youngsters--your
mother will understand--but yow will not- -yet.
Lately,especially during wakeful nights,I sometimes find myself
singing the old lull a by tune. "By low baby,by low-baby .By low
my babies,bylow by. Go to sleep dears, dgars-go to sleep dears-
Go to sleep my bables three.Here's manly little Herbert,and
aweet sister Ruth and Baby Wilder,bless you all ,my owny-

By low baby----and so on ad infinitum--- No--I am not foolish
just hungry for my bablies,I guess.

Then here ls something just for Jeff--because of his name--
gome one will need to explain it to you dear,for the meaning
ie rather beyond your few years.

when the President ordered all banks closed--of course all
banks in St Croix Co--were closed.

The first national bank-tyears ag@;-west of Chbcagowas started
Mpr.Comstock and your great-grandfather as prime movers and larg
est stockholders,and called The Flrst National Bank of Hudson
Wisconsin----At the time of the closing of the banks there were
two other banks in Hudson,a national bank and a private bank--
when the President’s order came for all solvent banks to open-
The First National's doors were opened--the other two are still
closed.A great wave of gratitude came over me last evening wher
Jerbert told me that--gratitude that the conservative spirit of
the founders of the bank still held good. I thought of all the
widowe and orphang who had been helped by that bank,?zrxkxxx

Fptice
§ p



Los Angeles,Friday,&pril 27 1954
My very dear Wilder:

I,too,have been remissg in writing,Ior two om more
weeks--Let me tell you about it.

Your letter ot April 8 began with--"What a nice long gossipy letter.”
Then the puzzled question--"What is the"Meditationsof a wrandmother" you
are considering now?" You must not get too philosophical in it. -hat is s
gign of o0ld age. When a sclentific man writes a book on religion or phi-

losophy ,we know he is through."------- Heavens you did not think I was
gending you a sample of a n book I had in mind? I recognized the mood
that I was in--and dubbed sentimental homesickness of a weary oldmother

"Meditations off a grandmother--A very different thing from "Tales of &
Grandmother"

Events proved that when I wrote you that lstter I was Just
entering a dark cloud that lasted for several days,until I struck bottom
on Sunday night April 15--thinking that I was really passing on to the
next stage of the great adventure of living. The only thing that troubld
me in the thought was that I had not proved vhristian Science healing so
that my dear family would recognize its power and efflciency. And I wanted
to stay a 1ittle longer on that account.

Mrg.Mills and Mrs.Swartzel realized my nearness to the great change--and
d1d some valiant work. At first,when I told Herbert of the experience, he
was inclined to resent the fact at no one had let him know about 1it.

But he 1s the most reasonable daring --and when I showed him the reason he
‘seemed to dimly understand. It would have done no good--whould have BXigr
stirred them up so that all their thought of me would have been depbessing
and harmful to me. Poor Mrsg.Mills did not know what to do--she knew how
necessary 1t was to keep thought clear about me--and yet,she knew how the
family would blame her if I did not rally. :

Tt made’so much easier for them to do do their best work for me without arny
confused thought from the outside to meet.

I came through all right--but not until after a- personal question of my
own was met and made clear to me. :

If you will bear with me,I will try and make it clear to you by simply
telling you of gome other happenings and calling attention to the power
of thought from another s wurcs.

Some weeks ago a letter from Winifred to Adams told of John's growing weal
ness,and that they were having a Christian Science nurese with him.

I wanted so much to do something that might be of help,and so began copy-
ing a lecture that they probably had not seen,by a lecturer who is very
dearly loved by all Christian Scientists. It was a lecture that she had
written,but never delivered because she passed on before the time came

for her to give.it. I was fortunate in having obtained a copy,and knew,if
they had not been equally fortunate , they would love to read it.

The copying went very slowly--I was not feeling as peppy as + am sometimed
So that my thought had been, for some time,with John and the family---

On Tuesday--the 17th.when Winifred's letter csme to me telling me of John'
s truggle beilng over,and that he had gome from them on Friday--the funeral
service being on that Sunday,the day she was writing me,and how much she
had been thinking of me--the thought waves were shown plainly to havse
been opened betwsen us. It was that night that I entered the valley---

Tf you think back to G-lahad you will understand my very tender feeling
towards John,and that anything that would affect them would of necesgsity
come very close to me.



So0,Monday and Tuesday,I still being a bit dim as to clearness of thought--
threshed out the questi&n of whether God knew better than I just when it
was best for me to go on--and recognizing the greatness of Christian
Science--God's latest explanation of Himself to the world--and the exceed-
ing smallness of my own particular problem corner--I found myself, Tuesday
night,calling for John to wait for me. He was so young,his vision was so
clear,I wanted to feel his young strength near me to guide me through the
valley.

But Wednesday morning everything was clear again--and is clear--altho.
1 have not been very active in doing things like writing letters.

In her letter to Adams,Winifred had sald that every pain and difficulty hay|
been met for John in Christian Seience--it was just a growing sense of
weakness that remained with him.

Yow that you may ask yourself the question--Did Christian Sclence fail
him,? T would 1like to tell you about his going.

That Friday morning,he seemed stronger,and Winifred had some errands
to be done down town. She left the house with Will,but a feeling grew on
her that she would rather go home,she did not feel equal to the errands--
So Will took her to the trolley-and she came on home. Jon greeted her,
but in a few moments said,"Mother,I cannot see," the nurse recognized a
change coming,and went to the telephone to tell the practitioner they
needed help. Winifred liften John's shouldercup off the pillow--and said
it would altays be a beautiful memory,he looked so peaceful and loving--
then he said--"Wwhy I cannot hear--" and then it was jst 1like a clock
a clock running down. Peacefully he breathed,and Will came home just as
the last flutterings Wwere perceptible. No pain no confusion---
A few days before he had told his mother that,probably,if the claim of
tuberculosis had not had to be met he would never hawse known Christian
Science as he did,and he could not tell how grateful he was that he had
learned to know ib. It was a beautiful close to a beautiful 1life.
I was anxious to know how it affected Will,for he hac= never taken up the
study of Chrigtian Science for himself.
Mrs.Rose Ross came down froythere one day this week and came to see me and
tell me more particulars.
At the Mortuary,there were many friends from the college,from San Franciscs
and elsewher--many who were not Scientists,and probhably asking themselves
some such questions. And at a time like that gumx friends do not quite
know what they should do--should they go and speak to the mownhing frineds
or what should they do? Will solved that problem in this way. Just before
the service began,he stepped forward,and sald someting like this---We want
to thank every one of you who have shown your love and sympaxrhix sympathy
by coming here this afternoon/ The services will be very short,very simple
and are in the charge of our friend Mr.Mitchell. (Mr.Mitchell was the prae
tioner from Los Gatos) And a few more words of appreciation for the
presence of their friends---Then whe\the services were over every one
kX new hotying more was expected of them--the hall was cleared quickly,and
everyone's aquestions were answered as to Will's acceptance of things as
they were. He was bound up in John,tor John was always so dependable and
understanding.

I know you will want to write them,and am glad that you can write,

perhaps,more understandingly,for my telling you this.
I want to write you more--for your last two letters have not been fully
answered,but I think I will wait until another day when the spirit shall
move me. With a heart full of love for all of you dear ones--

Mother.




Wednesday morning
May 16 1934

I have letters from Wilder,son,Helen,Ruth Mary and Irom the youngest
of the famuly--dear little Jeff. And was not his letter wondsriully
dear and sweet? I thought I should,at least,answer that one immedi-
ately----but I have seemed to want to avold all effort,especlally
mental effort,for some little time. I shall soon recover from that
state of mind,however---and shall then write to each one of you--in t
the meantime--here is love for you all.

I am glad that Mre.Mills wrote you just how things were--you
will understand better than I could make you understand,especially as
I had hardly understood,myself, Just what had happened--outside of the
nightmare of effort of which I alone seemed to be conscious.

But that 1is all past now--and when I get some more energy to use 1
shall try and make you twice glad with my letter writing--fiest because
I am writing,and second because I have somethings I want to say and
shall be able to say them in a sane manner.

Yowever I must speak of Mother's Day--When Mrs.Mills gave me the
Rex Begonia and the pink Gloxinias,and I saw the card--I sald-"hy how
did they know what I wanted”—--Her explanation was clear--and I thank
you most heartily. My little garden in the corner between the two
windows--north and east--gives me grat Joy. The great fern that Jos
( gzedener Joe) gave at Christmas---a low-growing Rex---were the stand
bys.(Mary gave me the Rex some months ago.) And now the taller nex
from you,A Rex whose lvaves are partly hidden by some of the long
fern fronds,and so filling in and rounding out the display---and the
bright lovely Gloxinias so full of big buds that glve promise of many
days of beauty.

Herbert,Mary,and Wilder William came over in the evening. It wag
good to see Wilder again. He 1s looking €o well,and more sure of him-
self than I have seen him for many years. He 1s feeling well,and d°12§
well.

Mry brought me one of her most delicious cakes---Did you know that she
has an electric mixer--so that the cake that needs mixing for a full
half hour gets it,and yields a most excellent texture.

Herbert brought me a large boucuet from his new garden. The great
erinkled Betunlas that I love so much. S0 beautiful--so fragrant--so
lasting. They replaced the Nasturtiums they had brought a few days % \
before and the big bunch of pink Sweet peas that Margaret and Bob XX¥ RY

7t be

nearly a week ago trom their garden. Mrs.0lds had given me a bunch ¥
of yellow Day Lilliss--that have now nearly finished with their wealtk
of buds----and the smaller bouguet of carnations that she usually k

keeps on my hittle radio table. I have spoken especially ot thess
flowers in answer to Jeff's question ir there were lots ot flowers our
hers. Mrs Swartzel does not have many roses in her little garden,
but she usually brings me one or two fragrant ones when ghe comes to
see me--s80o I expect some fresh ones tomorrow morning. Yes,wse have
lots of lovely flowers,Jetf,and my friends are kind to me.

. The Maple Tree has been lovely this Spring. I still regret that I did
not let Joe cut the top back when the tree was planted,because the
greatest glory of the flowers is at the top ot the bree,a little too
high tor my vision from the bed.

Oh Helen how I wish we could talk and plan gardens together! I sent
you the spring number or Better Homes and Gardens--Hartley takes it--






I.og Angeles

May 29 1934
Dear Helen---with lots of love and thought tor Wilder aﬂd the children,
This letter will be almost entirely for you,dear,because I want to talk
gardens---but it will be easier to send clipplings rather than do so
much &f the explaining,myself.
Of course,much that I get for my garden book comes from the florists
here snd would not do you so much good--But every Tuesday the lonltor
has a page on bullding and gardening and their contribuyyors are of the
cold countries--and are of authority in the East. I read them and think
of vou and your gardens and copy many things that I want to keep,and
mean to send more on to you,as I am better able to classify and choose.
T wish I were able to classify for you--but what comes to you will be
much of a patchwork--if it should happen that any of the clippings are
of real worth to you as to planning and giving an 1ldea of something you
want to work out--I chall be mighty glad. If there owvcurs to you any
idea that you would 1like to have me look out for so that it would help
you to develop a plan of your own,it would be lovely to have you tell me
80.---In nther words--garden clubs are growing very popular--lets you
and I have ons.

The one I was particularly anxious to get over to you
this week,is the one on nalnting pictures with your Garden. I could
just see you and Wilder out in the boat looking at the property from the
Lake--with pencil and paper to make notes rfor future rererence---And ther
again looking out for the beautiful views ifrom the property itselr to be
seen from windowg--or norches--or whére a seat should be constructed
to make the view a part of the joy you will be having at the farm this
summer.

I never shall forget the keen pleasure I felt at Galahad one day,
soon after the hot water plant building had been built on the remains
ot an old bullding. 01d cement,bricks etc.had been uncovered and space
and air had thereby come to some old buried Tiger 1lily bulbs. We were
out in the boat and suddenly appeared to us a blaze of color that seemed
like a miracle to us,the bank leading down from the bullding was aglow
and such a beautiful pilcture from the lake,greeted us.
I cannot tell you how much joy I am getting from my little window display
in my room. The big fern,two gloxinias,two rex and another begonia.Lots
of green,brilliant color from leaves and stems and flowers from the
begonias.~---And I can see--somewhgre--sometime-- a room opening onto an
encloged porch with screened windowe a bit of the roofwith glass windows
that will open eagily for sun and alr when needed---some beautiful
growing things--ferns,begoniad,fuchsias,oxalis,gloxinias,etc.
Before that can come--I must walk--and must have an income from the
estate that will 2t least enable me to put the glass in the roof and
buy a few plantg------ and thst is what you need in your chty home ¢
Think what fun it would be--and how 1t would furnieh the rooms looking
out on such a "planatorium-- And the canary woul be there--and your
sewing and reading would be there,and you would get every bit of sun
that Montreal would give you,tempered by the roof curtains that both
you,the bird,and the plants would need to make you comfy. No,it would
noy cost much---but be sure and have 1t large enough. And there could be
a lovely little fountzin that would add to the music and beauty.

I think the "squills" spoken of would be listed as "Blue Scilla" in the
bulb catalogs. Mrg.Bell--Hudson--had an immense bed of them--the color
wvag perfectly wonderful,and I have been patiently waiting until the



time should come when I could have a bed of them--although I do not -
know if they would grow so well in California.

T expect you know all about raising aweet Peas--but I am enclosing it--
as well as the garden of Salads--for perhaps you had not thought so

much of having a garden for Jeff and Prisecilla to care for at the farm.

I never read a dsscription of steps--pools---paths--seats--in the garden
that T do not think of the "Rules for the day" that used to be hung on
the porch for the visiting boys and Wilder to ponder and work out.

They could make such charming,useful things at the farm. And I noted
the other day,in some paper Oor magazine, that one who did modeling
could do so many things to beautify the garden, the porches,the windog
etc.ete. So Ruth Mery could leave a work of art at the farm every sua
mer---or in the city home and garden. : :

I do not think so much of the pilctures Mr.Hans has about his article-
but they provae suggsstive.

Probably these clippinge are enough for the first visit? Then I may he=z
from you to know what you are doing. and plenning--=-- if you have had
the time to think of much besides the plans for the day that 1s here,or
at best,the day that will come tomorrow. ' :

Rov's letters are moans over the lack of rain. The letter that came
yesterday s id it had been 50 days gince a drop of rain had fallen/
That is terrible for that country.

Oh my dear I hope you will have a most delightful summer. By
the way--it 1e too late for this summer,but I heard once of woman who
went to the country every summer and so missed many of the summer annua
las--so she planted sweet peas in and some other things in eggshells am
carried all sprouted ready for the gerden. They are playing the "Chocols
g oldler on the radio--it keeps my fingers flying faster than they are
a ccustomed to move.

Loving you all----Mother



1.og Angeles,California
June 5,1934
Dear Wilder and Helen and the family:

I wish the Middle West could have had the same beautiful rain
we have bsen having. What is nature trying to do %o ugi T rying 6o
knock the Administration and telling Roogevelt not to interfere with
crops"o ver which he has no leglnate control?"

On your way to the near West,you asked if it would be a pleasant surpris
to me--or words to that effect--should you keep right on the train to
the far west--- I don't know if I answered that -but the thrill 1% gave
me has not entirely ceased thrilling---for "I'm a wearying for yow."

Oh if East and West were not so far away from each other----and now,
Ruth Mary needing a warmer climate--is planning to go south to school,
with two perfectly good grandmothers in the west living in the best
climate in the world,both wanting her,and with several good schools to
offeril! Well,I call that almost as hard luck ag Depression--Strikes

the killing of live-stock because of no rain!!,AE£QAa$~dﬂﬂﬁ asfw

I have been wanting to write dear little Jeff,but have not yet risen to
the place where I could seem tQ get the right kind of a letter written.
And then,yesterday,l wondered of I could,in a series of letters,possibly
write the story of lioses to Jeff and rigecilla,making letters that they
would look forward to receiving,andﬂ?perhaps,pleasantly remember theilr
Nanean for always---and it would exPlain to the rest of you why I have s0
often referred to watching out for "the goodness of God, " no matter what
happened. References that possibly haveSstrange and unpleasing to you
older ones. And yet,to me,you and Helen and the family are associated 1n
my mind with that passage from the Bible-"I will meke my goodness to pass
before thee." : .

I am almost ~fraid to start anything that will take continued effort and
cloge thinking,I am so unsure of myself at present--although 1 am consclow
more and more often,of the feeling of certainty &of soon "renewing my
youth'land able to do things. , ,

In the meantime,Jeff may be wondering why I have not kept my word and
written to him! I 1liks to keep faith with a child.

When it comes to writing,I have not much of news to write--nct even Ramily
news. Herbert and Mary are faithful--I coundon seeing them once a week,
sometines it goes over to two weeks--but not often.

T think T ean say that thelr four boys are meking goopd in their several
places. As good as could possibly be expectsed under the circumstarices.,
T : Whetr ather monotonousss 1ives falthfully and effi-
Phe GO E e Eo R EEl I ees any Hay. . Ellzapeth puns fa for & fevw
olop Y raut once a mask-- ks does nof hays much)time,snd sesms qults
 tired--looki: ~?@tv§?@%‘é$$@5¥¢%§$§;;f?Qhé°1' e

e *gyay{ry{paldeﬁfdht”ﬁdﬁ’ e to come oftener,but she

ﬁ%$;yfﬁnwkmep at Tlizabeth's,and her baby and John to éare for xﬁilghe
®1ll7abeth 18 in school---and John i1s certainly one hard proposition to
care for--not very well trained,because of circumstances,and very active
and very individual and insistent on his own boisterous way. A darling
child,but a little difficult --and through no fault of his own.. Nor the
fault of any of those who have had the partial care of him. He has not
ad tge advantage of ene person's attention and responsibility.

#80. has a job of driving another bread wagon,and He and Falth will be

P
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moving again "as soon as he makes enough to pay his rent." Faith is so
dear and sweet and anxious to please,but not torceful enoughx to meet
such a combination as seems to have her bound. Armour dislikes her,and
cannot bear to touch her baby--he cannot tell why--and has always thought
he was a great lover of children. That feeling on his part is enough to
make Faith 111---T shall be glad when the separation comes,for her gakeé.
They--Armor,at least,would like to have Aunt Addie back agaln--but I do
not believe that will come to pass.
Word has come from proceedings in Spokane--and they want to settle it by
giving Aunt Addie #16.a2 month---That might do if she had a home and board.
with some one of the family. They are all fond of Aunt Addie--1 mean
the girls are--but when you marry you kegp changse more than your name--
you change your nationality and often your charscHer,as it were.Your
husband may like your family all right but some way there are always so
many complications that coms up,so many questiong. I sghould rather see
Aunt Addie with George and Ann if they lived in town where Addie could
get to church and see her friends oftener. But even that-would not be
the right thing. ; : :
By their action Jamle and Florence-fand their two lawyers--Alecl Winston
(a crooked lawyer if there ever wa- one--and Lawrence Hamblen--whom I do
not quite understand-} have acknowledged that Aunt Addie's claim is Jjust
and that they committed a states'prison offence if one wanted to pihish it.
But there is no thought,evidently,of any remuneration for what she has
not received from the joint property these past years. Jamle sees things
through Florence's eyes--Florence has not understood,and is blinded by
her own thoughts on the question,which include¥ a great dislike of Aunt
Addie which was,probably fomented in the beginning by our dear cousin Grac
who would make trouble among the angels of heaven, should she ever De
admitted into their company. It is not a nice mess--no family quarrels
are--- I am very thankful that we are all away from 1it.
T am sending you all love--

Mother.




Los Angelrs,California
July 2 1934
DPear Helen and Wilder:

Before I begin talking nonsense,
ag I feel in my bones I shall do,I want to tell
you,Wilder boy,that no one but you and your
mother can know what your letter,written from
Princeton,meant to me. I lived those years all
over again,remembering all the things you spoke
of and many others,for we truly were great com-
panions all through those years,and I knew Jusk
what you were feeling when you left your friends
for a while and by yourseli,reviewed your Prince
ton 1life,the years following,and the present
situation in Montreal. That was a great thing
do,my son. I felt so happy that you were great
enough to do it. That kind of an experlencs
means growth. You are better fitted to carry on
now.And I am looking for you to come through
your perplexities with flying colors. Whatever
may be the outcome of all of the problems that
may be walting a solution you are better pre-
pared to solve them for the vislion you had at
this reunion in Princeton. five
That "eallow youth"of twentymmz yeake ago would
have been overcome could he have looked ahead
through the years to the receiving the class
loving-cup! I am so proud of you,dear. You are
st1ll flying the colors you took wiyh youwhen
you went to Princetonsand I thank God for that.
Soms nice things have happened to me the past
two weeks. Will and Winifred spent a few hours -
with me--such dear children,they are. I showed ¥
w11l your letter knowing that he would thoroughl
avpreciate it. He remembers those years ol your
struggles,too,and is very much interested in
your present struggles. .
As you know,Jack hag™ sén to see me for months--

and he came this last week,bringing the 1ittle



and seeming so much like the old loving Jack.
Then,ths last time Armour wase here he left in a
f1it of anger because I had to reprove him for
g omething he sald,and he came to see me,and
was as sweet and lovable as he well knows how
to be. Elizabeth and John are visiting in Portla:
Oregon for a few weeks,and Armor is lonesome
without them. Saturday he asked Aunt Adale ir
she would not come and stay with him untll his
family should return,so I supposse she 1s thers
now. She spent yeaterday with me .
Hartley went over after her and took her to
church with him,and then she came homse with him
for dinner.--Mrs.»ills plan,of course.
The nonsense that I thought I was goling to wrlte
you has oozed out of my mind,Mrs Mills has come
home and it 1is bedtime. Hatyley and Dorothy hawe
each been in to make me a little visit,and I
must say goodnight---I hope to write again very
goon.

With love for you all,

Mother



Los Angeles,August 12 1934,
Dear Wilder and Helen:

T feel as if I wanted to talk,and talk a good deal to you,this
beautiful Sunday morning. Mrs.Wills has gone to church,Mr.®i11s is looklng
after me. Hartley went after Adams and took her to chureh with ‘them,and she
will ecome home with them for dinner and the afternoon. 1 shall have only
this gquiet time to say some of the things that are in my heart to say.

A new,and helpful friend,came to 8e6 me yesterday. She was deeply impress
as every one seems to be to see how well I am looking,in spite of sleepless
nights and much pain and"nervousness® _

She picked up my hand and said--"Oh I love your hands-" &and as I lBoked at
them to see what she meant I reallzed that they were not the hands of a 76
years old sick woman. They show health. lly eyes and whole face show l1life,
health,and that is what every one recognizes in my looks--what Mr.Bell meant
when he gaid,"Why she 1s golng to get well." What every one means when they
te11 me I "look lovely." They do not see the wrinkles,the naked gums,they
gee and feel health in me. That 6o answer your question of how I am
fesling. T cannot seem to fool pbople,l seem helpless,but they know 1 am
well. When am I going to demonstrate that fact? Very soon,I do believe.

I am very glad that my letter "written in an attempt to cheer me up because
of opposition here in Montreal' arrived at the very time when real opposition
nhad developed into the first block and the first failure on my part to put
‘though what was necessary for proper development of the Institute."

1 am glad,if its coming at that time really helped you in any way to meet the
1ssue. But I have made several attempts ever since the terrible time when
Helen's 1ife hung in the balance,to help you meet the hard knocks,and not
onee have you hinted in any way that I have been able to help you. Indeed,
this is the first time since you received my wire asking you to study lMoses
and his problems that you have sever referred to anything I have tried to
send on to you,and I have had the fear that I had failed to mest your need
of Mother's comfort, and that you would rather I did not make the eftort.
1t would be a great comtort to me if you could honestly say--"You have
helped me,"and it would be a help to me to know what to do in the future.
You are on my mind so constantly,I sympathize wilth you 80 deeply,and I
aesm to know how you are really suffering,and 1 have always been able,ln the
nast,to be ot some sewvice fto you-~and always through God's word.
And today,a message has come to me for you,and again I must try and send 1t
on to you. Will you give need to thess references in the Bible? I praysd
for you all the way through them. ev¥25:38.1 am the Lord your God which
brought you forth out of the land Egypt,to give you the land of Lanaan,
-nd to bs your God. Read 1t this way--1 am the bord your God who brought ya
out of the land of small towns where there was not much opportunity for you,
to give you the land @f where men were thinking and doing,where you could
become one of the world's thinkers,and to be your “od.
Then vou might follow it with the reverent reading of Psalms 34:1,2,22
and Psalm 42:5-8, and Psalm 40: verse 13 and the first half of verse 14,
- Then you nmight follow with Heb g 10,38, 39, ~Think all of that over=—= "/
Then read 1 8am.3:1-10---- andysearch your heart to know if you are willing-
to listen to God's volce,wllling to still farther follow His leading,as you
have done in the past.

And now it is almost eight o'eclock in the eveing---can I plck
up the broken threads of my thought?. '~ Addle came--we had dinner
t ozether and we talked and talked. They took her home before supper this
time, for all of the drivers of cars would be otherwiss engaged for the eve-




Addie had been gone but a faw minutes when Jean came with a bit of news for
me. She and Frederick Hammel were marrled last January. She announced it
to her father and mother last Wednesday,and the young couple moved into a
furnished apartment in Hollywood yesterday. He was with her today,of cours
and I saw him for the firet time although I had heard much about him. The
only objection that Herbert and Mary have to him,I guess, 18 that he is tBo
young,out of high school for two years,only,I believe. He has not proved him-
self as yet. Ha ig a nice-looking young man,ocuite tall and with good manners

Her engagement ring is most interesting. His great grandfather was g
Dutheh Lord,and for a hobby took up the goldsmith trade,and made an engage-
ment ring for his bride. The ring has come down to Frederick who is an only
child. The setting is beautifully engraved--the stone,a square cut topaz or
amethyet,I do not know which. Her wedding ring a plain platinum band.
They both seem very happy and very sure that their wedded 1life will be the
haopiest ever.

Naturally,it has besn a busy day for your mother and I feel all sort of
worn out. I want a talk with Herbert 80 badly,but Fred musgt habe the car
tonight so they will not be here until some time later in the week. A

" Will you pleass tell me what bee is buzzingw%he heads of ths university, or
hospital governors there in Montreal? ¥hy did they allow the bridge to be
built? and still more,what 1s the great objéction to the door into the
hospital corridor being opened? It looks like active Jealousy or some other
personal animosbty? Others have been similarly treated by them,did you
mean? Naturally you want to get away from liontreal as soon as posgible.

As soon as it is known-that you are footloose,you will have other offers,
and something will come much more to your liking,I am sure. ;

Do I not want new teeth? why of course I want them/ I am not beautiful
without them,you know. But I have heen so in hope that I would not have to
call on you to pay for them,but I do not seem to know of any other way than
to say,thank you dear,I will get them as soon as my legs flow less freely:

If I only had a small house of my own so that I could bring my expenses down
First to get able to walk and walta on myself,of course. I was lying awake
‘ all of onedthess nights,and had some rather serious thoughts to think out.
T have not besn able to think of myself as separated from Mrs.illil1ls,who has
done everything for me for so long & time.But lrs.«ills has her ramily to
think of--she must not feel that I am 1ike the old man of the gea-=-=It is
quite possible that w8 shoul be separated,and that when I insist on being
with her I may be holding both of us back from a blessing thas may be walting
for sach of us g8eparately. So, I have been I'reeing myselt from the feeling
that I cannot leave her and leaving the whole question to God without any
hempering limitations on my part. «

I cahnot seem to be able to goﬁ%&th my thought that I was struggling with—
80 will say good night until T writs again.

7ith all love-~- Hdother, :
Tusday Afternoon:
All this time I have not bean satisfied to pomt this letter until

I could,in some measure freé myself of the thought of Sunday. '
I gave you the thought in the first ten veesesof ths third chgpter of Samk 1

The message that came to Samuel was not for him but for the good Priest Eli.
®11 vas a good man,but as priest he falled because he had not trained his
gons in the law of God. He was too indulgent as s father, just as was David,
Well--stippose that you should,in a way,substitute lMcs@111 for Eli1----think @y
the vhole story in the light of that substitution. Had you ever thought

much about the meaning of "angel"--what they were and what their oftice?



Would it clarify things in your mind to think of them as "thoughts passing
from God to man"? And that the thoughts that come to you after sincere prayed
were"God's thoughts"passing from Him to you because you were listening for
Hls answer? So 1t is that God talks with us. He is Spirit,and while we ars
mortal and cannot undsrstand ths language of Spirit,while we cannot,with our
finite eyes,our limited vision,see Him,yet Hs does communic-te with us thrau
Hie anegels--His thoughts come to us sometimes asg dreams,sometimes by the lips
of some human messenger,sometimes--and oftenest kthaur thoough our own listen-
ing to Him. You thought MeG11ll ecalled you,did you not----You have given
years to the service of McGill,and MeGlll--through its promise-breaking
Governors has brought dishonor on themselves. ' Samuel was the last of Israelk
governors,and the only one of them whose word was obeyed by both Israsl and
Judah. All of the others were men who wers patriots in their own community,
only. But Samuel was God's man,and he was glven the highest honor that the
divided kingdom could give. E1li lost his place becausse he had failled in doing
his duty,falled most lamentably. Samuel brcame God's mouthplece for all the
people and were honored by them,bscause they recognized that God was with him,
Now,Wilder dear--Study carefully thess references,and apply ths lesson

they teach---gtudy them as though they bore a message to you directly trom
God. Jus$ so sure as God is sure,as God's promises are sure and true--this
troubls will not cause loss to you. You are nseded in your chosen line of
work,and your efforts in the past are not proved futile. ¥ou are God's man,
He can and will use you --if you will allow Him to do so. You have honourably
won a placse for yourself in the world--and Just wait,with that certainly,
until God.Himself,will show you what He has in store for you. Do not be im-
patient in your waifiing.Just pray for more love and more faith.

With a heart full of love for you all--
; #other.



Los Angeles,July 23 1934
Dear Wilder:

Since your last letter my heart has been going out to you
almost constantly. How I wish I could say something that would com-
fort,strengthen gnd encourage you. Not kRk that you made a plea for
comfort,but I know how hard things must be for you now,and after all
you are still my baby boy.

Realizing that there is nothing I can say in the way of
comfort except to tell you what you already know,that I am loving
you and bearing you on my heart, I send you this tonic hoping that
1t may strengthen you; please take it every waking hour; "All things
work together for good" under one condition, that you lovs God.

I know that you have fulfilled the condition, therefore I know the
tonic will glve you strength to meet anything that may come to you.
And for encouragement? Sing this old hymn every time you fesl the
approach of the black devils---I have sung it hundreds of times these
last two years.
How firm a foundation,ye saints of the Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent word.
What more can He say,than to you He hath saild,

To you who to God for your refuge have fled:

Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dlismasyed,

For T am thy God,I will still give thee ald;

T'11 strengthen thee,help thee,and cause thee to stand,
Tpheld by My gracious,omnipotent hand;

When through fierv trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace,all sufficient, shall be thy supply:
The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.

God has sustained you through many hard times,He 1s still the same
God of love and of power as He has always been. "What is there too
hard for God to do?"

It is. barely possible that your work in lontral is rinished; 1f so,
you will recognize it and be ready for something still better to come
to you. At present you do not see how you can leave there as things are
now,and you probably will not be called upon to do that. It will be
unfolded to you,gradually,and if that is the step you should take,you
will tind that the way is made plain,although it may be only one step
at a time.

T know how it seems to you,there are such deep roots taken in lMontreal-
There is a family ot children to educate--and two og them are right now
at the eritical age,needing so much--there 1ls pride,past efrort to
pull at you--0 my dear,I have gone over and over it with you.

But God may have a great change preparing tor you,and it so,you may

be very certain that it "will work bogether for good" and prove to be
the greatest blessing that has ever come to you all.

Do you recall what you said to me about my having to leace Spokane?

It seemed to me then that it was the greatest evil that could come to
me as wife and mother--but what has been the result?

So,dear,do not worry, Just plsy the game of being alert ior every good
thing that will be coming to you,refusing to acknowlegge that thers



can be abything of evil. Again I refer you to Moses--when he had 'to
1save Egypt,leave his adopted mother's home,leave every worldly Dbl
of ease,comtort,friendships,ambitions,and rlee for his 1lifre not knowing
where he should trind retuge--I expect things looked pretty black 1o
him. But he had to go into training ,a long training,ror becoming
the saviour of his people. It could not have been done in Egypt.

If I had not been obliged to leave Spokane,you would never have had
the opportunities you have had,would never have amcomplished all

that has been given you to accomplish---These years have not been lost
years even it your whole lire should seem to be threatened with dls-
agter. Hold tast,and be the same loyal,earnest Christian man that you
have always proved yourself to be. And God will bless yoy,and Helen
and the children will be proud ot you,and you will do great things.

And now I want to tell you something about Adams; The lawyer Armour
insisted on her getting to try and get a living out ol Spokane---=
(¢ you know the Pentield home was hers and Jamies) She has had no
rent,no anything since she lert there. I have written or all that
betoee and results so rar is all that 1s necessary to speak ol now.
They tried to have her accept $16. a month,but 1t has been ralsed to
40%, now. Nothing said about past railures on their part to give her
anything. Of course that 1s better than #16. She has about 10 dollars
every three months from her mine which 1ie beginning to pay dividends
again atter years or nothing. ‘hat gilves her a trirle more than $26.
“he 1is trying to do some work,as she can get it. A Dblt or sewing
brings in 25¢ an hour sometimes. The care or an old lady who is losin
her mind--I say care--she cannot be lert alone a minute,and when ner
daughter is obliged to leave her ~dams stays with her ror 10¢ an hour.
“he hag to be entertained,meals prepared tor her,and watched. No hard
disagreeable work. But sometimes Adams can add $3.a week more or less
to her fund. Winitfred sent her 5 dollars last week,:nd little driblet
come in here and there. ¥ot so vsery much ror rent,tood,clothes and
carfarse. But she is much happier and 1t ie much easier than being in
some ons's else home ,and reeling che must work Ior her bpoard,sick or
not sieck.

Then for myseli--not much change that others can ses. Pain,sleeplessnes
and a great sense of nervousness,with constant running from the legs,
and yet I know I am getting better. How do I know? I cannot tell you,
but I am,and shall prove it some of these days.
Just as soon ags I am able to be moved into the wheel chalr,we are
thinking of movbng into Mrs.éatlocks house. I think I have told you
something about that and the reasons why--but L will not try to do 80
tonight,for it 1s bedtime,or time to begln preparing for bed. W
With so much of love for dsar Helen and you and the four dear grand-
children. ‘ :

Your Mother--
Ann has a ten pdund boy.Both doing well.
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T.os Angeles,
July 51 1933
Dear Children: :

I am writing this to both of you although I want to
answer Wilder's two letters and send some more slips to
Helen,and one is in Montreal and the other is at the Farnm!
I am afraid I am not showing very good judgement.

T am sitting on a pillow,and L verily believe that a
feather is sticking into me,although I cannot £ind 1t. And
why the pillow? Did you ever try to spend twenty-four
hours a day for five days on a vorrowed-from-the-store-
felt-mattrass-we-have -no-otherkind? If you ever have
done it,I know you will never do it again. And yet,there
seemed nothing else to do.

For some long time the buttons with which the Simmons firm
tied the mattrass that belongs to the bed,have been making
themselves very prominent and very painful. I am heavy,
and most mattrasses object to twenty-four hour service----
T thought the springs in the mattrass might have given out
in some places for 1t was hard to keep out of the holes,

ar depression that were getting too numerous for me and 1
could not find any more fresh spots to depress--sS0 the firm
sent a man up to take the mattrass down to be fixed up,as
would prove to be necessary. We had no mattrass herse to talke
its place and of course Simmons did not have---I did not
know much about felt mattrasses---sO0 I was induced to say

1 would consent to using the only thing they had----and 1
did not what else to do but consent,and supposed a night or
at most,two--would be all that wae necessary to use 1it.
That was last Wednesday,and my body is as tender as a boil?%?



well,not quite that,but the circumstances warrant a little
exaggeration, surely.

Your first night out on your trip,Wilder,I could understand,
perfectly---a regular Jefferson trick that. Not able to =XE
sleep,and every worry that has been on your mind and heart
taking the opportunity to punish you good and hard,because
"their time was short. Aféer you had some rest,plenty of
fresh air,new people,new surroundings and a most glorilous
sport---I suppose,after reading your second letter and com-
paring what you wrote with my memorie:of William Black's
desceriptions of salmon fishing in Scotland,it must be a
most emeiting affair to get a good fighter on your line--
and land him. I wished you were here to read Black with me-
but you were not here,my books are not here,etc.stc. So-1
re-read your letter,

Your conclusions about how 1ife had cheated your father,

so well fitted for success,one would think,were very correct
and,some way,I have not been able to get "Lot,the failure,"
out of my mind,since them. If Abraham had not made the
mistake of taking the bit between his teeth and going off
to Egypt,as he did---whould he have been able to kseep Lot?
Probably not, for,surely,every man has to stand on his own
two feet---no one can make or break a free soul,if that
soul has built up the proper protesction for himself.

T suppose the most sure way to make a failure of ones l1life
1s to depend on others to help us out instead of knowing we
have to win or lose our own fights. And,my son, you have
had much help during your 1life but you used every opportu-
nity that was offered you to make the most of your life---
and,if you keep that up,and keep your ideals high,you will



finish 1life as a winner. With love,unselfish love,for
others--with a vision broad and high and kept clearly
before one,nothing on earth can keep a man from winnling
out. For God 1is omnipotent--God is Love,God is Mind---
If you love,as He loves,Vind gives you the ideas--the
things you need to fight with,and the courage and strength
to use them. You,a child of God,inheriting from Him your
Ydeatxy mind,and your desires,or,as we say,your 1deals,
and looking to Him for guidance--can anything stop you?
You know what our great Master said--"If you keep my commanc
ments,you may ask what you will and it shall be done unto
you." And what are those commandments? Love for God and
man--obedisncse.

I will just slip a few thoughts in here for Helen,with a
heart of love for you both,and say,God bless yﬁc,){u%’h

Mother.

I think it was high time for you to have a vacatlon.



Los Angeles August 26 1934

Desr Helem and Wilder: .
- suech wealth as the postman brought to me yesterday---a letter
from sach of you. I was hungry for them,and they digested well.

For fear I shall forget,when I once begin writing,I would better glve tls
request that comes to you from Stuart. He is "collectin"g ! (How we all
went through that stage and how very important 1t geemed to us) postage
stamps and milk bottle caps! Imagine---but I do not know as it 1s any ve
worge than many other things the young people of the world have collected.
Tt used to be buttons-- the prettier the better,but any old button went,
provided it was the only one of 1ts kind in one's collection. The one that
was very vpopular at one time was asking that the young man should have hls
intials engraved on a sllver coin and glve to you--Your father asked for,
and received. the coin of honor--a fifty cent plece for the center of the
necklace--a aquarter vas to be etrung on each side of the center one,fdllowed
by the proper number of ten cent pleces. Well,l collected the three prin-
ciple ones easlly enough,but when it camne to asking men for whom I cared
nothing to glve me and. engraved ten cent piece 1 quailed---and never finian-
ed my necklace.

71izabeth came over this morning for a few moments bringlng John and
Stuart. David and Stuart have been with her for the past week while Jack
was in the mountains with 2 troup of boys. She nad taken David over to stay
a few days wilth Faith until Jack should raturn,and stopped here with Stuar t©
to see me. Mr.Mills saw the stamp that was on your letter,Helen,from Fronte-
nac,and expressed a desire to have it--but that was pefore Stuart was here.
If yvou have ons on a letter written to some One else while you were awvay,
would you send 1t to Stuart--if 1t is not claimed by some one glse? Or any
other stamps that are different. As to the milk bottle caps,his eyes glist-
ened over the thought that 1t might be possible to have some from Canada.
Competition 1is keen,I imagine. 3

T shell take advantage of your gift of ‘new teeth for my funny looking
mouth,and thank you very much., I hope it will not cause you and Heken t0O
sive up something you want very much--Oh I did hope to pay for them myself.

You are 80 dear to me,and I am sure that in some way it will come back to
you in great blessing. G ;

T was intensely 1interested in the "nusical bird bath." Something differnt @
and personal is so lovely to have. But I was puzzled for a minute over the
the word"symbols" and then I said,Oh wilder,Wilder,will you never learn
how to spell the simple words? The brass cymbals are spelled with an B G,
my dear boy,and with an A instead of an O-- -

1alsn dear--the clipping was missing. 1 was gorry--1 had about made up my
mind to ask you to send some nevspaper elippings from the Montreal papers
that might tell somsthing ahout the hospltal mixup. ®ligabeth says she has
a elipping from ths 1ittle magazine called The News--1f I had not seen it
ghe would try and bring it over to me tomorrow. I did not even know there
wag such a magazine. She forgot to bring it today. Amor went hunting today
a0 he will probably slesp tomorrow morning and she can use the car and come
over with 1it.

T am sendlng some Monitor gardsn clippings. I know that English gardens
must interest you wven more than they do me.Il do not know as the varletles
of thess flowers that do well 1in England would grow well in Montreal or in
Ccalifornis,but some varieties of the flowers mentloned will,and we can find
out from our florists or growers. That 1s the reason I send clippings from
the lMonitor instead of from Los Angeles writers

They are mostly from the



colder climates. At present I am very much interested in '"Sgade Gardens"
or lath houses. If you should be at all interested I will ssnd more about

U-'them. Also,I have been aquite interested in gardens that attraet the birds
%I havs cooied dovn some good suggestions that I will send on %z® to you from
time to time if you would care for them

: I began this on the 26th. and here it 1s the 29th! ---and #lizabsth has not

brought that Wews magazine clipping yetl.
I can not give a really good excuse for not tinishing this letter soonsr-

©

£

B

5 3 I have been trlaxing a little from the nervous tension--result, sleeping
3 &

&0

nke

baetter,and also showing great distaste to doing anything that would call
+ for concentrated thinking--and one has to do some thinking or,at least,
arranging of ideas,in order to write a lstter.

(@]
A

» sAnd so,you have now "suggesded in shrugging my shoulders,and we will now
ggﬁettla down to do a bit of regular work with no thought of ever changing."
>3and vhat follows shows mw that you have decided not to retaliate,but

o= 9€orgmt it and become a Canadian citizen. Certainly if you are to remain

< "1n Canada, you should become a citizen,although it does give you,as well as
» me,something of a twinge to renounce citizenship in the United States.

S As to your attitude towards the "p@mrzpawarsx "powers " that rule the

£ hospital----I have been studying the Lord's prayer a 1ittle this week--and
© have bsesen greatly struck by the way Matthew gives that petition of for-

+ £iveness.I had never noticed it before. Wo,it was not in lMatthew,it was in
e Luke 11. "And forglve ues our sins; for we also forgive every one that is
¢ indebted to us ." That sounds a bit diftrerent--we can pray thal prayer when
® we know that WG have torgiven othen as we would want God to rorgive us.

& Now certainly you have things to torgive--the shrugging ot your shoulders
o will mean somsthing more to you than 1nd1fferanceVbr contempt of, the words
}3 and acts of those who have sinned agalnst you. Then you will have taken
g a great step torward in character bullding,instead ot having been hindered.
=i The trip to Quebec and the stay at Chateau Frontenac set me to dreaming.
© Mas %t changed much since it was rebullt?

Too bad that vour visit with the Chesters was so hampered by outside con-
ditions,but it was good to see them,I know.

You wil? have to stop calling GYreen +oint the Farm now,I suppose. What a
beautiful summer home you can make ot the shore property! I must sena
clippings on on the planting or rlowers that will,in a measure,take carse
of themselves. What shall you go 1in tor especlally,roses? hollyhocks$
honesuckle vines? I have a clipping on "An unsightly embankment--yow
have none that are unsighly,but we could change the title and use the sug-
gegtlons tor a more beautirul embankment. And the gate? send me a plcture
of it when rinished. :

The barn dance caused me to think back over early Spokane days when your
father bullt a big red barn,on Riversidse--and we gave the firsy German--
or Uotillon that was ever given 1ln Spokans--In our case the rToof had not
been shingled,and between the beams the moon and the stars shone in on
us--it was about the rourth of July and gverywhere the patriotic colors
were in evidence. "More power to you" and my hopes for a glorious evening.

And Helen's hard work hurrying to get Ruth Mary ready for school brought
other memories of my mother working so hard and breathlessly getting me
ready to go awag to school. Oh how sweet the very early morning air was
when I reached Milwaukee before any one but the house mald was up to recsiv
,me! Such fun,that first breakfast! but that was after the first timid
entrance time that first Peptember day--1 was only thirteen,and had never

lary has much more of "the know" than I

,whould she like me to make her g "
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If T ecan compacss it
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L.os Angeles ----July 8 1934
Dear "hildren:

- Herbert and Mary have just left after a quite short visit.
Tt is just past six o'clock and they must be at Willow Lake,about ten
miles from Nort Hollywood by six-thirty to get Fred for some engagement.
He has been at work there tror the past ten days filling in tfor some one
who is on vacation--and making $20. for the ten days' work.
They brought two glorious blooms of yellow dahlias to show me a sample
of what is coming on, and a wonderful bouquet of the big irilled Btuhiss
The room is full of  fragrancs. 2
Herbert worked in the office until four,and then went home ror dinner,so
you see their visit had to be short.
Géorge and Ann were here on the Fourth,bringing me one or the two last
boxes of Youngberries--delicious berries--the other one ot the two boxses
going to Aunt Addis.
I was so glad of the copiles of your speech--did I write you about it in
my last letter?yes,I am sure that I @iid. It was in that letter that I
promised some nonsense? but the mood has past,and I do not recall what
the subject was on which I expected to talk a 1little nonsense---Perhaps
it was on eating! For I distinctly recall that I wanted to ask 1t you
ever eat a soft cheese, Just right for’spreading on bread tor sandwichses,
called the Blue Moon? It is made in Wisconsin--so,or course about the
best cheese that can be made anywhere,and this brand is the best o1r the
best. If you cannot gset 1t in Montral,try it when you step over into
the States again. :

My diet has changed a good deal since losing all or my teeth,or
course--for breakfast I cannot have crisp toast and bacon--and I am not
drinking coffee now--the tray looks so bleak and cold with a glass oI x@
cold water to take the place of the cortree,but it is all right,for I am
8t111l having our wondertul melons,and two little pats or pork sausage,

a hard boiled egg,and a bread and butter sandwich, cut into 1our small
gandwichwe go that it looks more dainty,and looks as ir I have more than
one sandwich.

T am becoming cquite an eplcure on the subject of soups, too. I hawve
never been go wildly enthusiastie about soups as some people are--pbut I am
a gslave to them now---and I know my soups,too. Heinz 1or cream soups,and
Hormel for vegetable soups. They are the best ever-- and then come the
sandwiches---Blue Moon cheese--Underwood's prepared ham--soft cooked meats
chooped and "relished". For dinner I have vegetables----Something else tha
¥ have never cared much tor---put such vegetables,and so many of them.

Well--there is some nonsense, surely.

And you have asked how I am---I know that I am getting pbetter,but the pain
1s pretty severe sometimes. 1t comes in a flash and lasts sometimes 1o0r a
long time, sometimes 1or a less time,and goes suddenly. My hands cramp quite
a bit,and so do my knees,at times. And the water! oh the amount or water:
goaking everything--meking lots of work. The heels,arches and toes--are
my most painful parts of my anatomy,however. You would never believe
the amount of 1liquid I drink during the twenty-iour hours--easily two
guarts. lemonads,principally,but some water,and a good deal ol hot tea--my
xind of tea--you know,hoy water flavored slightly with tea. Now than--can
you make any thinkg out or the nonsense?
Thank Mige Lewisg 1or her continued interest--Rememper me gratefully co all
who remember me there in Montreal. Love my dear Canadlan grandchilaren
for me,and you two kiss each other ror your frar-a-way mother,

: Always thinking o1 you----






Losgs Angseles
August 20 1934
My dear 6hildren:

Yesterday afternoon Mr.Mills came 1in to
gay that I had company,and was I ready to re-.
celve them. 1T said "I surely am,for if thsy
have come to see me 1 know thev are good company.
Thinking 1t might be Herbert and lary,my thoughts
were with the Penfields. So when the couple
appeared in the doorway,and came in so smilingly,
my first thought was of Jean and her new husband-
the lady was much the same type of Jean,but the
man--not at all like Frederick. They came up to
me so cordially,and I greeted them wlth some
warmth,but suddenly realized that I knew them not
at all,but probably should know them,they seemed
so plad to see me---then the man's voilce sald,

"You don't know us at all,Mrs.Penfileld,but I am
Dr.Bumpus bringing you a greeting from your son,
Dr.Penfield,and this is my wife. It was not at
211 necessary to change the warmth of my greeting
and I could see--in my mind's eye--that my whole
manner was exactly as yours would have bsen,
Milder, Just as I have seen you greeting some ons
whom yvou had not exactly placed,or were meseting
for the first time,and wanting to show real
pleasure in the meeting. T seemed out of myself
and in you. The meeting was just right,I am surse
and we had a good visit. However,I was 8 bit
puzzled. I could not think of Dr. Sprong's name
for the moment,but knew it was not Bumpus--and
the name Bumpus seemed not to click in my mind---
So T saild,""hy are there two of you? you are not
the ons I have been expecting to see,are you from
Los Angeles? MNo,we are from Santa lonica. I have
become affiliated with a doctor there who has
been practicing in Santa Monlca for some time."
----Wall we got it 2ll straightensd out after a



and while doing so,I think we were pleased wilth
each other.

They did not know about Dr.Sprong's 111 health
and neither did they know about your troubles wit
the Institute and the hospital. So there was con
siderable explaining and piecing together.

My,but I am glad my name is not Bumpus, 1ls it not
a2 horrid name? But they are so nice. And 1
heard about the operation you performed on Dr.B's
brain,and how much they loved you both, and how
could there be real trouble betwsen you and the
hospital authorities for every one in and about
the hospnital loved Dr.Penfield---but I said, that
evidently the hospital governors did not love you
very much--and then there was a mutter of "polit
After leaving here they were going to see Helen's
mother. Mrs.Bumpus said," I am coming to see you
again very soon,and shall bring my littls five
years old girl to see you "Will you like that?"
And indeed I shall lilke that.

Now do tell me--why do the hospltal governors
fight the entrance to thes hosnital corridor from
the bridge? And vhy are they so late in making th
fugs,for Dr B.sald there was an entrance to the
bridege in May for he went through it.

Oh there 18 so much I want to know about your
problems and how they sesem to you and 1f you are
formulating any plans for the future.

T am sending a garden page to you,Hselen--
although I .should not be surprised 1f all thought
of garden work had been driven out of your mind
by present events.

With much of love~~~

Mother



L.os Angeles, August 31

Oh dear Wilder,I am so sorry and so mortified that I should have talked

g0 much and so unreservedly to Dr.Bumpus. It was a dreadful thing to do--
and it will be long before you will feel that you can trust my discretion
and so write freely to me of what is in your heart.

Oh I do hope that what I said will not embarrass you,or make 1t harder
than it need be with the governora of the hospiral.

A1l I know about Dr.Bumpus' address is hhat it 1s Santa Monlca--assocla-
ted with some Dr.there,whose name I do not know. Mrs.Mills means to try
and find out by phone some clue to his address. I am hoping that he has
more diseretion than has your motherand so may not write anything to his
friends that would be used to make trouble or hard feeling anywhere.

T will do all I can,as soon as I can,to make thls right, but there is na
much that I can do more than to say I so very,very sorry.

I suppose you have seen the article in the News Week? It is a wonderful
tribute to vou,my dear.

With all love--Mother.



b 1132 La Pere Drive
<§ ., Los "ngeles Californila
i»* September 27 1834
fg é; My dear Children,Helem and Wilder:
& To esay just why I have besn so long gsince
S Y vritine you would be difficult to explain--It

just seems hard to get at anything out of the
ordinary run of the day. There is no sense in
that I know,but it seems to be the truth.
Plsase forgive me. There may be one other some-
what hidden reason,I suppose---I1 have got to
ask for a 1ittle more monsy,and that on top of
L the teeth,which I am afraid are going to be ex-
3 pensive,is hard to do. Jack,I hope,will come

™ forwapd with regular monthly payments from now
¥ on,but that "now" cannot begin before th=e
middle of Oectober when his first school check
will come in. Ha has been so drained during the
long vacation,it 1s vossible that hs will not
feel that he can pay anything befors November's
check. I do not know.

I am back on promised payments to Miss Young,
because supplys for my legs that are running a
stream all of the time,has drained me of every
cent over and sbove Mrs.lill's and the pratition
era's checks. And I have got to have some new
jackets to wear. The blouses I got a ysear ago
last spring are not so much worn out as outgrown

My bust measures several inches more than sever
before in my life,owing to the flesh on shoulder
and arms. The haterials and making will come
to about twelve dollars ,possibly a little more-
for what I need right away.

I eannot borrow from Mrs.Mills this month &
as I have done in the past,whenthings went soar-
ing---(the supplies average about twenty dollars
a month)

T amfeeling some better,and am sleepling better
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the past week. But the running from the legs
does not let up and it keeps us pretty busy
trying to keep decenyly dry,and that is rather
necessary as,otherwise,my heels and ankles be-
come very painful., Yes,I have tried keeping
s,my legs up on the bed,and thought I had found
ahelp,for being on my back proved so very
£ restfyl that I took long naps while in thatpo-
= 81ition. But turning day into night as regards
8leeping did not seem $o be wise---and the
night proved my waterloo. Just plain going to
pleces as regards nerves. To have the light
where I could not reach it,not able to see the
clock,not able to move,not able to read,typs,
just keep still--the house quiet,no one to call
to my assisstance---Oh yes,I reached the bell
all right,and finally called lirs.Mills-but I
had waited until I was Witch nervoys if you
X now what I mean---and it took me some days to
et back to normal----I have not tried it since.
T xnow it was foolish,and I am ashamed of 1it,
but it was what happened.

Dr.Payette came out last week to take the
impress boas measurements etc.Yesterday he came
with the wax forms,and spent more time--next
wesk he will come again--and so on,untll the
plate and teeth are assembled,and fhtted.

By the wag,his two little girls are collecting s
g tamps, to0o,s0 after you send Stuart's you may
be willing to send him some Monbreal stamps for
them., Used stamps--of course. I will cut off

t he ones I have,of courss. I feel 1like a leech-
"give,give,give."

).
at tﬁey are now. I will try and write a more newsy,worth

while letter soon. God bless you all--every one of you.

5 T have some cuttings from the Monitor garden
¢ men for Helsn,but have done enough for today--
g do not feel 1like assembling them. It 1s all
(B right--I am just plumb lazy. Not too lazy to

love vou all. There were somethings in your
letters that I wanted to answer--but do not gseem



Los Angelss
1132 La Pere Drive
O ctober 1 1.934
Dear,dear Wilder and Helen:®

Thank you so much for the letter telling about your full week during the
opening of the Institute! I shall not be able to tell you all of the thought
and emotions that filled me as I tried to visualize everything.

A wonderful experience--a wonderful sense of accomplishment,and gratitude ,
must have filled your heart,Wilder---and how proud Helen was! Were Ruth
Mary and Wilder Jr.thers,or had Ruth Mary gone to her school,and did you
think it not wise for Wilder to came home for it? : 5

I hope you are stilll at the farm--- no,I mean Green Point. Just what are
vou going to name your place now that the farm is closed? What caretaker
will be left in charge of things there?

I hope that you will be able to g ve up all organization work now,although
you have proved yourself to be a wvery efficlent organizer,still your heart
18 in the work of the Institube 1itself,and you will be happlier when you
devite yourself to clinies,tseaching and research. I hope you are getting
a real rest mehtally and physically,and go back to the city as fit as a king.
And I hope that Helen did not overdue--for I can imagine she had her heart,
and hands,and head,pretty full.

How did Holmes come to be over from London? Did he comeé on purpose? And
was Cushing much pleased with the result of your work?

Herbert and Mary were here last evening. Mary is not' very well,says it is
nothing but too much work to do now that Jean has a home of her own to look
after. She has ouite a family--three boys,her husband and a worklng daughter.

I urged him to go after Jack hammer and tongs to make him reallize the
necaessity of naying intersst on his debt to the estate. He sald llary was
zeeving at him day by &ay,too. He has written Zack but gets no answer-----
I am afrald Herbert is too easy,perhaps. But---the family life,pzrents
and children seems very delightful.

This 18 a short letter,but I believe I shall have to let it go like this-

I love you,and am so proud of you,Wilder dear:
Your Mothser.
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Los Angeles Californié,
October 21 1934

Dear Wilder and Helen:

You will,naturally wonder why I have 1
not written sooner,but things have been in ¢
a turmoil here,and while I had nothing bo
ddo with the turmoil,and my room seemed
nyksénrugk quiet enough, it does not takes ma
much to upset me these days.

Vet I was vitally mixed up in that tur-
moil,too. Mrs.Mills is off for her vacatlol
and Mrg.Atkinson is here--came Thursday.
Mrs Mills wanted her here a few days to be
sure she should understand everything as I
was used to having it. Of course she has b
besn here several times before,but Mrs.Mill;
doeg not 1like leaving anything to chancse.
She is to gone a wesk,but is paving lirs.
Atkingon for ten days.

She and Hartley left in his big Studebak-
er tor Zion and Bright Angel canyon in the
National Park. Snow?undoubtedly--but that
w111l be a new sxperlence tor her. She has
never been out of California excepting her -
trip to Manilla some yeabs ago.

She looked like a young girl when she left
this morning,her eyes were so bright and
her lips so smiling.

Mr #il1ls and Dorothy left yssterday aftern
noon for Riverside where they will visit thi
elder Mills femily until Monday evening.
So,Mrg.Atkinson and I are quite all alone.

The more I have another nurse,no matter
how good they are,the more I appreciats
hat I have been having in Mrs.Mills. She
sesms to see aeverything rrom the patient's
viewpoint,and is always about one jJjump aheas
often knowing what the pat ent wants before
she "hasreally discovered for herself. She
18 gentle,deft,quick. She is certainly a
number one nurse ---and frisnd.

A long excuse tor not writing soonsr--is
1t not? Oh Wilder dear,how good you are to
vour mother! 1In speaking of it to lirs.



swartzel and her reply was something liks tx
this.(I just turned on the radio--and was
greeted with-"Do you need money? "No,I have
a son-JAnd while Lucrezia Bori 1s singlng--
and the room is well lighted,and a good
sunper is warming up my tummy,i turn to the
tynewriter again to tell you--amongst other
things-- what 'rs.Swartzel gsald--Do not
worry sbout being a biden on your son,he
wants yvou to have all that you need,ne does
not want yvou to tredl unhappy about having
t 0o be dependent on him--and remember this,
any man who shows out the unceltish love
that he has alwaye shown,according to your
aceount of him,will not suffer--he will be
razompIngEd recompensed tor all that he
does so gladly,it will all coms back to hinm
with interest. His work will prosper,and

he will have plenty of all that he needs.
That was the gist of it--and ﬁ%”EO positive
1y said--"Now_that 1is true."l just knew
that it was true, too. And then your letter
said that private practice was increasing-
and I belisved,and only thank you more than
ever, and love you ? well I couldn't lovse
you more than T do,I'm thinking.

T am so gorry to hear about the troubls
with that wretched knee. But dear,you have
been having a very hard year,with much of
worry connected with it--do you not know hov
our mind affeects our Eody? Do you not belie
that trusting amd God”keeping"your powder di
dry" or trusting God and knowlng that no
harm can come to you because of your knowiny
and trusting Him. A dictionary meaning of
"faith" 1s "conviction of the truth of any-
thing." For a little spiritual exerclse--
Pead Romans 5:1-5 someting like this--

( taken from translations of Weymouth,Good-
apeed and Moffatt-translations that are
cquoted by minister in all pulpts)

T rouble produces endurancs, and endurance
character,and character hope; & hope which
never disapnoints us;because the love of
God 1s shed abroad in our hearts by the




Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

You have the right to take that to your
self,you tnow. And if you do,and rest
on the God-given thoughts that come to you
as you study those words ,holding fast to
them T believe that knee will soon be well.

1 was interrupted and the thought I was t!
trying to bring out got sort of switched.
I wanted to say kkmadxkka read the two firs
verses of the chapter with the words "con-
viction of the truth-- Therefore being
justified by our conviction of the truth,we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ:

By whom also we have access by fakkk
our conviction of the truth into this gracs
wherein we stand,and rejoice in hope of
the glory of God.

Aind not only so,but we glory in troubles
also: knowing that trouble worketh patience
And patience,character; and character,

hope:

A hope which never disappoints us;
because the love of God is ghed abroad in
our heatts by the Holy Ghost which is
given unto us.

I have repneated some but wanted to copy
these few verses,because it does me good--
and it may do you good.

I was glad to get the papers with thelr
=~ ccount of the opening of the institute and
the views of the building.

Tgll Jeff I am just as pleased as I can b¢
until I see him in his new suit,then I shall
be still more pleased thst he has come into
masculine clothes.

I am making a terrible struggle of learn-
ing how to talk and eat with my new teeth.
Dr Payette wanted me to make a good brial
of them before he came out to see me again.
Hg is to come Wednesday.

Do you think this illustrated song funny?
T enjoyed it,and wanted to share it with you

. I am thinking of you and Helen as belng at



for another omne of your delightful reunions
It 1s wonderful that you four can keep

your friendshlp green and growing in that m
way.

Of course Rith dary is homesick in spite
of all the delights of school--but it will
all work together beautifully for her,I
know. Helen will have a divdsd heart if she
goes to be with Ruth Mary at Christmas for
there wbll be so much to draw her--or keep
her at home,at that time of year,and Wilder
coming homse, too.

"ith all my love for all of you,

Mother.



T.oe Angeles--Novenmber 12 1934

Oh my dear boy I hate to think of you in the
hosvpiyal: So you think you are now earning
what the German government paid for your
being blown skyward, the shoeck and the pailn,
from which you have have never recovered? YoOu
are certainly more generous to them than you
are to your own dear self. war? Is it not
a devilish thing? Dr.lurray Butler sald,
yesterday,over the radio,That just as soon
as the people would rise and positively refus
t o sanction wam,refuse to fight for the
government which had ordered war---there
would be no more war. T sunpose 1if the peo-
ple were united they could do just that thing
But---will people ever unite on anything ?
veg,Sinclair promised every one work and evel
one over fifty years of age gomething 1like
350,0r %60 2 month ,and it 1is certain that
nromises come easily before election. The
things he sald in his own book when quoted
in the papers undid him. Now that he has beel
so badly defeatsd he says he will write
another book and show how by fraud and llies
ne was defeated-----1f he does, I imagine we
shall hear no more of the gocialist-democrat
Tn¥on Sinclair.But he s st1ll idealized

by a great number of foolish people.including
Armor and Elizabeth.

However there i1s another plan before the
country, called the Townsend Plan for old-age
pensions, that geemed rather Utopnian at first,
but it srows on one and 1is steadily growing
in QOpularity-——again secorned by people lixe
Armor anfi ®lizabeth. 4
Yot #60,but #200 a month for all,men and WO
en A0 years old and over. Yere are some Of
the good noints--In order to receive this
pension, one must be sn American citizen with
a blmameless past; and every cent of that -
monsy must be gspent,and spent in the United £
states--or the monthly payments of the pensic
will automatically stop.

Herbert's reaction to is is this--If a billic



extra dollars are spent here every year bus-
iness will be so good that no one will have
cause to worry.
My reaction is on the side of the old pgople
and of the young people who will be relélived
of thelr support just at the time when they
can less easily spare the money--when their
own families of young people are growing up
and need schooling and starting into new
business for themselves. It 1s not an easy
1ife for young parents to have living with
them those of an older generation. It compli
cates llving tremendously--and these parents
are already having their heads and hearts
full trying to understan the younger genera-
tion. Then,too,the older ones have lived
a hard and useful 1life bringing up theit chil-
dren ,and 1f they have done well the state
should be glad to honor them and see to it
that their last daye are full of honor and
happiness. They should be independent and i1
e posltion to command the rssnect and love
of children ,grandchil ldren,and friends and
have to feel that no one wants them.
I have a case in point now-- She has never
learned how to live happily. she lives in the
past and worrles over every trifing ailment--
and talks Dbout it--She is not pleasnt to
live. with,but che absolutely denendent on he:
children,They love her, they want to give her
21l she needs,but no one wants to live with
her for the sake of the family. If she hsd
a #2680. 2 month,she would not be a burden,
and she help here and there and be happy. A
Mell--tO0 back to earth-- "Wilder dear,wex X1
are expecting Jack to hegin paying the curre:
interest at least--on what he owes me. Irnkap:
I hoped that ot might be 2 little more so
past interestmight be taken care by a little
each month. It seemed 28 though it might be
#75.at least. He gets a salary of #$400 a mont
T hoped Herbert would ask for #100. for eacl
month for ten months of the year. #100 off
each pay check. Hig daughters are married,
Bob 1s paying his own expenses,and is being
charged with every cent his father pays out



Thev needed the stove---she did not need the
money(?) just then,for she was living with
them (and working hard for them at the szme °
time.) Oh yes I believe most heartily in the
Townsend plan of o0ld age pensions. I am
waiting to get Herbert's report to see if
the stove has been paid forin her account.

Had she besn consulted about "loaning
them the money,the result would have heen th
same,for she could never rsefuse Herbert and
George anything the¥ wanted. But having
had no account rendered,we do not know 1if
the "loan" has been paid. "Very annoying"
to put it mildly. Perhaps you would better
burn this up.

Ag to what I want for Christmas? I ought
to say "my teeth are my Christmssg" from you
and Jelen---but I an not.

You saw how badly worn my"Science and Health
1g--and I want a2 Bible to match the textbook
in sizse. T have a case th-t Mr.Milleg made
to hold the two books,but I have never been
2sble to use 1t because I have been able to
get the Blble to match in size. Now I would
like the Bible for Christmas--And hhes
Scilence and Health--perhaps next llarch when
my birthday comes around. The latest editio:
ealled"The Prorsresg Zdition" Dbecause edited
in the Century of Progress,not because of an
change in the text,is a besutiful edition--
ggpecially the woodbrown or autumn brown
colered leather cover. I think it costs the
game ag the dlder edition.
Go to a Christian Sclence Reading room to get
it.----that isg if you want to get me that.
You reserved the right to pay no attention
to my suggestions,l remember--and that will
be all right.

But my dinner tray will soon be her«
I love you and “elen and your children--

Very hastiily,now at the eng
Your Mother

And do let me know as soon as possible the
result of vour opsration.



for him,to be paid for when he gets a positii
on. There are many men who can pay a houseke(
eper and take care of himself and two little
boys. Tf he doses nothing b o reduce past
interest how 1g he ever going to rsduce the
principle? I cannot say mueh ,ore to
Herbsrt--but nerhapd vou can.

Now,1f he does pay #650.a yearNext month
your check to me should be reduced. ly sug-
gestion is that your December and, perhaps
January checks be #150. That will give me
the power to finsh up my debt to Miss Young
and pay for the moving--if it should so
come about that it seems beet to move.

And get somsthimg ahead for the summer--

And beginning with February you should not
pay more than 4125 a month,until something
elae hanpens.

Jean Penfield Hammel expects her baby about
the 16th of December. They must move from
their pretty apartment on accecount of the ad-
vent of the baby.

Your namesake--Wilder Penfield the sscond

1s to be married on the 12th of Dscembsr.

He and Audrey have been swesthearts for gev-
eral years. Wilder has been planning to bring
her over to gee ms,but they both had dreadful
colds this past week.

Richard Crooks is singing over the radio
close to my ear--but I do want to tell you
how very much comfort we are getting with the
"Cellu cotton," before I listen to him.

It 18 better in every way than the toilst pag
er and cotton footpads. Less work, too.

I have not yet had a spatement from Herbert
a8 to how much I Addie on that $400.she loane
me for the car. I don't know how much Jack g
vald her. This time I ask that he pay me
the money and I will pay her. It nearly
drives me wild not to know how I stand with
her. Every one seems to think they can keep
her walting thelr convenience,althouch they
know how little cshe has. She was informed ir
a most informal menner that she owned the xks
stove that had just besn bought for Gmorge's
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