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January 5 1932

r children:
= How good you two dear children were to

me

christmas time,and even now I ¢ annot seen
atsgewrite you and ‘ell you so. I anm better, growin
g tronger each day,but it does seem slow work.
Jack's interest comes each month for running
expenses,and 1is being eaten up fast,this month,
for bandages,gauze,etc.
T think my lege have run out barrelds of water, _
small barrels,of course. I suppose I ought tc
be thankful for every drop that runs out--and
I am,for the sooner that water is out,the better
for me.But it adds greatly to Mrs.Mill's work to
keep so many bandages going,and keep them fairly
dry.
T have given her so much more work than =sny of
ue expected,and she was so very tired with it
a1l that I paid her $25.extra for last month,and
wag so thankful that I could do it. I felt I
should cet a night nurse at one time,but she woul
not hear to my doing it,on account of the expense
I am getting a little stronger each day,and I
feel confident that I am on tha way to recovery.

I still have written no Christmas letters,I do
not do much of anything That I am not ob;ilged to
do. Folloving your instructions,you ses.

You asked about the little people. They have not
been coming so often,lately,although one of them
is sitting close to me right now,always on my
left side.

wilder,I have been so lonesome for you this
holiday time.Do you suppose that next Christmas
I may spend with you and Helen?

®Wo,I never yearn for the snow and cold,but your
houges are so warm and comfy,and I should not
need to go out when it seemed too cold.

We had a lovely Christmas celebration here,but I
cannot tell y-u about it today,nor shall I speak

©8peclally of the gifts that came from yo
3 1l you ang



and the children,I am tired and nmust stop. 1

1oved and appreclated each one.

The water from my legs is leaving a bright yellow
stain now,and there is quite an odor from the urine
that has not been before. My abdomen swells pretty
hard and big much of the time,making it hard for me to
sit up,or be one bit comfortable.

There now,I have gaid what I do not like to say,becaust
I 70 not want to volee it,nor do I want you to be hold:
ing it in your thought. Making it real,as belonging to
the real man,the one made in the image and 1likeness
of God,and reflecting Him in His perfection,makes it &
harder to make it,in my own thought,the unreal thing
that it surely is. You want to know Jjust how I would
seem to you wvere you here,l try to meet that very
natural wish as much as I can.

Miss Young is trying to make me understand how
to see you and the rest of the family spiritually
rather than humanly so that I shall not miss you 8O
much,and long to see you,but can visit with you with-
out the neéed of touching the human side of us all.

My greatest prayer of gratitude 1is that Christian Sclel
the truth that Jesus taught,is truly becoming more
real to me,and I seem capable of loving you more and
more.

T see very 1little of the famlily since Christmas,
1 guess they are sll tired and busy. I hope you all
nad a good vacation at the farm and will comr homeé witl
added strength =nd cheer. I hope,too,that going over
the books will not discourage you in keeping it ub.
The 1ittle vacations that you can take out there with
or without the family,seem to me very necessary to yoyu
more than to many men,to keep you fit mentally and phy!
aically. You give of yourself so much that you need
frequent relaxation.

As to the wheeled chair---no,I do not need it dear
boy. This 1little makeshift that I have will do the
work very well for the time that I shall probably
need ons. You see,I am preparing for health and
s trength not for helplessness,and the next toast you
d rink,remember that----- No,the next prayer you offer,

ramember that,and expect it with me.

It is almost supper time---of the next day-—
and I still look forward with pleasure to the
coming of meal time,I am 2 husky looking invalid,
and my hair has about stopped coming out and is cam
coming in full of life and sleekness. The sick
1ook that I had in my facse to a certain extent, they
211 tell me I am losing,even 1f 1 do try to kid nmys
aelf into believing that I am not quite up to the m
mark as to health. ;

Mre #111s brousght in some prunes from the
canta Clara valley where prunés are prunes. They
taste as if just freshly dried. T wish you could Xa
taste them.

Again I send love to you all,and greetings to the
many friends I found in !ontreal. You might glve
a good big hug to each member of your family for me,
Wilder. !

Your Mother.



January 12,1932
‘'Hermosa Beach,California
Children dear:

T am sitting in a flood of sunshine in front of the South window h
my bedroom. Outside,ths wind 1s blowing a gale and the white caps on the
blue water that I can see over the roofs of the little beach cottages am
beautiful. ~ :

I certainly like Hermosa,and this part of the town 1s quite new to
me,although Circle Drive is not so far away. I should have said that ths
pert of the Beach is cuite new to me,something like twenty-one blocks xnm
North of Yre.Eichhorn's 1little cottages wherse you were. Have we told
you that she claims to have lost a bed-pilllow and has accused Addle of
deliberately stealing 1t? Addie feared that she would some day have hem
arrested and began to lose sleep over it. Then Jack took a hand and went
to see her. She was not at home and he left a note which produced resuls
in that we have heard no more from her. She acted like a crazy woman.
Ccame up here once,and sent her nephew later,after that pillow.:

1 guess we shall not think it worth while to go there agaln.

Muech exeitement 4in the family. Elizabeth expects a little one in

July. At first she was overwhelmed with fear of the financial problem
that seemed to confront her if she could not teach. But,as usual, take
responeibility away from a man and he accepts i1t. Plle the responsibil-
1ty onto his shoulders,and if he is the right kind of a man he responds
to it with joy.Armor is like a crazy kid in his Joy over the prospect.
m11izabeth says she is afraid to walk down the street withhim for fear of
his buttonholing any one he mesets to insist on their hearing the wonder-

ol ;
nevs, They had guests at the house one evening. young people whom



Ellzabeth had never met before,but who were old schoolmates of Armor's.
A1l of a sudden he shouted out,"Folks,if all goes well,in seven months
from now I shall have a baby of my own." Elizabeth is Just as happy ove
the beautiful promise of having a baby as he is,but not quite so lawless
in her joy. She loves her family" more than ever because of the way they
have all taken it. All are happy with her. And now both expectant fathems
and pulling for a boy. Grandfather Merrill won't allow anyone to suggest
that 1t may be a girl in Willis' family.
But what a difference in Elizabeth's and Margaret's cilrcumstances. Mzdam
Merrill buys and sends to Margaret everything she sees that will be lovg
for the new-comer----- - .-

Father Goettin said he would egell one of his lots for Armor,but Am
Armor refu es to accept,as hig father would have to sell st too great a
sacrifice."I shall pay for my own baby,"he proudly says. How?
I 'said "this may change your pans as to study?" "No,I think not. I an
looking for a job for the daytime,and shall go to niﬁht school which wil
delay me in my medical woek only about half time." "I am studying
better now than I ever did before,I think I can make it."
Their plans include that I shall live with them. Elizabeth has never
been alone,=dd she dreads the long days and evenings when Armor is at
work and night school. Besides t hat,she wants me for "Nanean's sake as
she has always depended on me. "All through my life,it has always been
you more then any one else to whom I have loooked." So,they are watchim
to see me grow stronger,and every time they come down they rejoice kmram
because I am looking so much better.

Another thing they are doing-- Father Goetting owns a fairly good house
over by Exposition Park where many of the immigrants livs. They are



planning to emigrate. They are making all sorte of plans as to lmproving
the house and surroundings. There are two bedrooms besides a little room
right off the sleeping porch--to be made ready for the baby. Never once
has Armour spoken of the baby as "the kid." There is a goodsized front
yard for flowers,and a larezer back yard for vegetables, fruit trees,and
chickens. There will be a high board fence to keep out all dogs whils th
baby 1s sleeping,and Armor will take care of the six new chickens becaus
Elizabeth has always hated them--"They have no sense."---50, perhaps they
are as havopy planning this new,unpretentious,non-aristocratic home as
Mareeret and Willis are in their plans in the more conventional,besutifd
and comfortable surroundings. In the meantime they, young fathsrs and
mothers,are most happy---only as to the suspense as to sex.

When I am well again,how I shall love being with Elizabeth! At wresent

I feel dubious as to my abllity,wéakness is hard to combat,is it not?

I am swimming most of the time,as my legs keep up the night and
day streamine from their pores. That 1e no fun,either. Thrse or four
times during the twenty-four hours I have some or all of the bandages
changed,and four or more hours are added to Mrs.Mills' work day. How Ruh
hated these winds' And I am a close second,I do not like them, they
always gave Mother a headache that would, eventually send her to bed.

But we do not have them often.

By the way,Mrs.Mills has corrected me,we are only nine miles from where
ve were when you were here. I rather thought something wasg wrong with
my figuring.

M G e
2y God bless each and every one of TR s ther.

—
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Hermosa Beach, California
January 17 1932
My very dear youngest:

I am sending this letter wholly to you,
not because I want to shmt out our dear Helen,
but because it may be the last letter you will
recelve from me before your birthday again
comes to you. Thirty-three years older/tHHf—
your mother,so you figured up once upon a time
so,as I never seem to forget 1858,20 an impor-
tant year to me because of my entrance on the
stage of this material life,and T do seem to
be more prone to forget othsr dates,I say,with
certainty,my youngest,my baby boy,will soon be
forty-one years of age! And see what he has
accomplished during those years!

For something over twenty years I had you all °
to myself,then came a dear,sweet girl to share
your heart with me,and how unselfish and lovin
she has been in th=t sharing,no one knows
better that I do. I thank God for the true
"helpmeet" who has been willing to share with
you all of the hard years of your early marrie
1ife,and may you and she keep on all through
the years to come with an added,deepened love
asg your reward., May God bless my Montrsal
children and grandchildren.

Adams surprised us,yesterday,by coming to
snend a short day with us. We had a good visit
In the evening Herbert and Mary were here for
a short timm. I asked him if the egtate werex
was not going to be able to pay anything for
the month of January. His answer was,"Well
what do you care,y-u have money enough to
meet your expenses,havn't you. Don't worry,
Mother,"ilder is not loaning that money to you
he 1g loaning it to me,and we will take care
of everything." So,I leave it in the hands of
my two boys.
Ellzabeth and Armor were down about a week ago
and announged that they were to have "a family
in July." I saild,"Good!"As it was what they
- 8xXpected me to say,we had an s -

ol it 1:3lik vening of re

€ a crazy xkig over the



THie letter seems very much mixed up,but I have marked the pages 80
that I hope it will not give you much trouble.

The lunch tray will soon need the table before me,and I must close
this letter. So many hugs and kisses will be sgent you by wireless on
the day of your birth,one week from tomorrow. Did ever mother have such
a son as I have? God bless you and yours,dear boy. '

»-Mother.
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( }prospect. At first,Elizabeth sald,she was frightened when she thought of
the complications--teaching for a 1iving and handicapped like that. But b
the jJoy of the hope,overcame everything else very soon. And the result? :
Why Armor,reslizing ‘s own responsibility,is meking plans to gsupport his
own family. Take responeibility away from a man and he becomes a poor thE
2t best. "You will give up the medical preparation"? I asked,"Oh I think
not,Nanean. I will try and get a job for the daytime and go to night gschovl.
But that ?1¥4ak%3¥€ E1izabeth alone too much." And that is where you com
1n,Nanean?’You‘.ﬁ5w I never have known what 1t was to be left alone,as
goon as you are strong enough will you come and live with me? All my 11fg
even as 2 1little child I always seem to have turned to you for help,&and

+a know that we like to live together." The night before I had been won-
dering Jjust where I should go when I was well and ready to leave here--
and there seemed to be the ansver.

Vow it seems to me that I have rritten 21l of this to you,before this.

If so,pardon me.

Ae to myself? Lthe rivers in my legs are still flowing and wetting every
thing in reach. But,in some way nard to definem, 1t seems to us that the
legs look better after all. Not so much of the matter but something of thﬁl
red stain is sghowing on the all night pads. I have had no more of the
distressing shortness of breath attacks the past wesk---@ue to gas,withow
doubt? I am still ravenously hungry for my meals,especlally breakfast,.

T am taking several 1little walks about my room and on 1into the diningroom
aome two rooms beyond me. My color 1s good,my eyes are bright enough for
good health.From eleven o'clock last night until seven thie morning I 8-
only got up once.

Herbert says Dr.K.is 111.1 am troubled about it,toa. Herpert will
there todg&,and nas promised to let me know ébdutghim £E soog as 8sg§€le
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Would it surprise or trouble you very much 1if you thought Jack

micht be thinking of another marriage? Don't let 1it,for the little
boys need some one besides young sisters to train them. We know that
Jack loved Ruth,and we know all that he did for her. She has been
gone but a short time,it is true,but Jack's home has been disrupted
for a long time. For his own protection he will need to settle things
a8 regard to his cholce.Yes,there is a certain one,a Mrs.Baker. She
hag been the Penfield's music teacher ever since Jean first began

her work."She has a way"with all chilgen they adore her but are

glad to obey her. She hag snow white hair,but pfpbly is not yet forty.
Pretty,artistic,very charming, I have not seen her as yet. I do not
mean to say that things are all settled between them,for I do not
know and the family,who do not know either,are divided on their
13eac. He ie¢ very attentive,and "She adores him,oh yes she does."
Herbert watched soms women the other evening making quite real fools
of themselves over Jack and thought,for the sake of Jack"s sanity

the sooner the better.Do not say anything =bout thie,of course.

Monday Morning:

vour letter,telling something of the lecture given in Boston, came
a chort time ago. It is 11.30 and I have Jjust finished the cleaning
up process of the morning which is a 1little later on monday mornings.

No,I have not been out doors as yet,one of the principle reasons
being that it is too cold. Last week Los Angeles was covered with a
blanket of snow some inches deep,the first time on record. 1 content

myself with the hot gsun coming from the windows,South and West,and I
get all I can of 1t. Mrs.Mills exclaimed over and over this morning



e,

§;§Eover‘the way the swelling on my body had gone dovn. Actually,I am almost
1" atraight over my hips,and the relief from pressure 1ls very wonderful to ®m
me. The floods of water from the less still continue.

Dr.Cushing,being Dr.Cushing,would you,or could you expect any other than
that flippant tonse? Your discovery is not his discovery,nor even done
under his direction---therefore? Poor Dr.Cushing ‘how muech Joy 2e misses.

The old Sucsex injuryl!After all of these years,strange that 1t gould be
active again.I shall want you to keep me informed as to how the treatment
18 working out with the Joints. i

Your vlcture,the two of them,are in 'sight of my eyes,and I smile a good-
morning at you .the first thing when I waken,and again when my tray is brat
in somewhere between eight and elght -thirty with the breakfast of toast,
bacon,a fried cake and hot water flavored with tez,for which I am simply
ravenous. Every meal is enjoyed,but the breakfasts are especlally so.

Oné day,soms week or more ago,Miss Young sald,very wistfully,"I 'do hope
that Wilder knows that I am doing my very best for you." I think she woud
appreciate a special message from you,if you care to gend it.

When I speak of walking you will understand that I ‘only walk with help.
Perhaps Mr.Mills strong right arm,or Mre.Mills}not so strong but very
effective,when support is removed for a moment,I have a feelling that it
would not take much for me to pitch forward on my face. But that will Dbe
corrected very soon,it seems queer because I have never been weak like tho<
before. :

T am wearing my Montreal nightdresses now,and they fit so much better tha
the onee I have bought here. Thank you,again. 1 am impatiently waiting
to be able to =0 to Los Angeles again so as to wear my nev silk scarf.

i
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in buildings,streets,stores,evegytié?gihaitégzginztgzggzsazitﬁazgggr
---St.Paul stores weredar : ¢ ¢

Eazgytgggad agsles———and poor little Wi%ﬁer,uggg gg g::lsigiggtggeggises

s 1life,felt cramped--asg his mother u

iié :gng§ally ihe sheets on the bed,were damp. You would have felt

more at home in Mlinneapolis,I expect.

d been recalling all
ted to write you on your birthday,I ha

of thg iﬁggge“ts surrounding your coming into the world and wanted to
talk with you zbout them,but laziness was the stronger feeling of the

two,and I did not.

Now for a telk all about my progress towards health.And when I have

tell me what
inished,and you are ready to answer my letter,you will
iageria ﬁedicz would say about the condition,past, present and future?

i on the left leg are still discharging furiously,although
£§§r§l§§3§rgeen mornings whgn it was all qute dry and looking as if
ready to dry up. The smaller blisters =re many of the gone but the ones
from an inch to an inch and half long are still holding on.
Night before last I was up to urinate every hour all night,rather hard
on Mre.Mills who has so much to do in the daytime she has no time for
naps,but I,who have the time to nap,never closed my eyes all day nor
21l night,last night,untiI after four this morning,I was all washed and
ready for bre-kfast by eight this morning,however. 1t has been some time
since T have been awake like that. It makes me appreciate how much fun
it has bsesen to sleep.

I am still sitting in my chair all day and all night,simply changing
chairs--to a rocker during the day--and changing windows and views.
In the sunshine of the South window during the morning,and in the sun-
shine of the West window in the afternoon in preparation for the sunset

Mre.Baker acknowledged to Adams that she and Jack were engaged to be
married. Jack not only has not said anything to me about 1t,nor has he
been down to see me. He told A ams that he hated the Beach,and did not
want to come down here. I hope I shall not lose him in this queer

shuffle. T mean to write him and ask him to bring her down to see me.

most enthusiastic over what she 1s lesrning from her. Faith says it is
no trouble to get ths boye to practice all that is necessary, for they
love 1it.

I do not see mueh of th- family now. Margaret has about five weeks
to go now,and I exnect they do not eéncourage her taking the long drive.
©lizabeth and Armor have been having examinations and moving into the
new house, -New to them,I mean. A sleeping porech to build, ground to
prepare both front and back,a chicken house to put up,besides house-

keeping and studying for them both. They are right busy a-d very happy
young people.

wall or furnituee to help me in my nsteadiness. And that reminds me
that I dig forgey one item.I have had somé trouble with my heels. Sitting
with @y feet on a soft cusion, the h=sls soon ret to paining me much asg

1t pains when a 1imb hase gone to sleep 2nd one tries to use 1t---only
more so. But,vhat seems queer to me 1s,when I walk the heels never pain
me. Keevo on walking is the answer? But then that makes my back ache!

Helen dear,you asked if I had been reading about the éxcavations in
Syria. I have not seen a thing all winter. I have C.Leonard Wooley's
book,out for tte gecond printines in 1929, called the Sumerians and pub-
lishrd by yir Oxfora Press. I know that he is s8till at ork and have undee
%%ood that one of his asgisstants hag also writte

1876, but Ao not kney rd bt i N & book on the work
SO hard for pe to send to the
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Hermosa, Californisa
Februaryl9o 1932
Dear Helen and Wilder:

It 1s true that I have not been
writing cyite as often,latelybut--neither
have you, so,as it 1s not wise for the pot
to call the kettle black, perhaps we would
both better say,"I am eorry," and tryand
do better in the future. .

I do hone that you tvo and all of the fam-

11y are well. T 11 me sbout your knees,Wil

As for mvself,I seem to be about the sams
steadily, but very slowly,getting a 1little

S botter each day. The odor from the legs, whic

are exuding a deep yellow fluid, make me hate
to live with myself.I take it for granted,
however, that it is all ri-ht and geod to get

Jack told Elizabeth thot he thought
the wisest thing for me to do would be to le

Adams stay there in Van Nuys and I go to

Elizabeth."Oh please,Nanean." Armor 1is

B vorking hard to get the sleeping porech built

so that I can have a bedroom. Of course I ca
not go as long as my legs are doing things t
me, for I cannot get dressed, and need dressin

% twice 2 day. There is still something of tha
.~ feeling that theyare encased in Jackets.

Otherwise, that ig 1if they would become norma
I should like to go to Elizabeth's on the 14
of March,as my way here is paid wup to that

& time.

I am not worrying,howsver.When the stag

lig set fob my moving I shall know it,and mov

I had such a nice letter from Wilder Metealf

I should so like to see him again. We have ng

seen each other since I was married. He was
kind enough to say that he should like to me¢

e e i ami With loye for allo
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ermosa, California b
eb.28 1932 /
"BDear Datighter Helen:
1 I have not divulged all of the incidents
: Sunday,a wesek ago,to any one becauss I have
. @t wantsd to hear what they might say,but I
fthink you and Wilder can handle it all right
and in a kindly menner. Sounds rather mys-
terious,does it not? If it does, then truly
telling of it will prove to be an anti-clima
which any one would want to avoid.

! Mr.Mills has been very anxious for me to

" be well enough so that I could take = Sunday
ride with them. Last Sundey I felt that I w

- @able to go,and to ride out to Van Nuys.

S Mr.and Mrs.Mills¥dtarted about twelve o'cloecl
Getting into the car would be the hardest pre
osltion,unless it should be ths getting back

@ into the car.

having to visit a service station,but we mus
stop in L.A. for lunch,and although we could
2ot that at a "Drive in" lunch place,a place
had never even heard of before,still I feared
being so far away from a2 toilet. So,we decidg
to stop in L.A.at their own house there which
Just now is without a tenant. I wanted to sed
that place anyway. Was glad that I did, such g
pretty home, so sunny, large rooms auletly fur
ighed in good taste as to colors,and a prett
garden,and in a g-od neighborhood.Four bedrod
and made me wish that Armor and Elizabeth co
b8 there vith Adams and me,instesd of my bei
with them.

r.M111s as
A la




866 Montersy Boulevard
Hermosa Beach,California

Mrs.Wilder WMo/ Penfietd . " i
4302 Montrose Ave.
Montreal

Canada.



Hermoéa Beach,California.
March 2I 1232

Dear Helen,Wilder,Wilder Junior,and Ruth Mary:

I wonder if you will forgive me if I write to all of you
under one enclosure? It seems to be hard for me to write very
much and,as I want to send a separate message to sach of you,
thlis seems a bit easier.

On the evening of the ninth,and still more so on the morning of t
the tenth,I wanted to write you =z11,but another little set-back
has stood in my vay.

My birthday was a Joy. The day was perfect,and the family were
ood and most of them were here to give me a message of love.

- It all began with the coming of the breakfast tray on which was

a beautiful and suggestive card from Mr.Mills. It was a colored
plcture of a long pathway bordered with besutiful flowers.

The path led up to & closed gate in a high walle@surrounding a
beautiful garden. The carden wall was covered with vines and
bright flovers,but beyond the closed gate nothing could be seen
but the tops of ereen trees and glimpses of more flowers, sun-
shine and birds. The beauty that has always surrounded my garden
wag plain to be seen,but the beauty of the coming years is hidden
from mortal sight for the present.

Mre.Mills expended much thought on the birthday dinner that came
later.Then the flowers began coming,and such a bower of beauty

as my room soon became! In the mail came letters from Montreal,
even before my breakfast was finished.The shoulder shawl that
Ruth Mary had knitted for me, so pretty, so needed, for my older one:
have been used so constantly they begin to show wear. Thank you,
dear Ruth Mary.No one knows better than your Nanean how much work
1t was for those dear 1little fingers of yours,and every time I
put 1t over my shoulders I shall think of the love you must have
workéd into those stitches.

I have one or two paper cutters,but they are packed away,and I
have bsen borrowing one from Mrs.Mills to open my letters with.
In this same wonderful mail delivery came the letter full of the
delightful odor of red cedar,and the dear little letter opener
fashioned with the knife of dear Wilder Jr. It meets a real need,
and filled my heart with gratitude for the love that it showed

me was in your heatrt for me,Wilder dear. Thank you, dear.

Then cameé a box of all kinds of spring flowers, from Mr.and Mrs.
Merrill, (Margaret's father and mother)There were roses, jonquils,
iris,oh I cannot recall them sll. ‘hey were followed very soon by
the box ordered by the two heads of the lontreal family. A box
filled with glads and stock,ardk@,and lo, the whole room was full
of the wonderful fragrance of the stockthat seemed to add life,hax
hope and love to every blossom in the room,as the beautifml
"Baby's Breath" that came from that same stock seemed to unify
the many bouguets. :

Othe$ smaller bunches of flowers came in,and I insisted that each
and every one must be in my room for that day,at least. Then I
had candy,a special kind of fried cakes for the "White Cow” 4in L..A
Herbert and Mary had brought me some carnations a few daus before,
80, this time as ¥x Mary said she knew there would be plenty of
flowers, che brought me a cake of delicliously perfumed soap.

Then the dear little handkerchief that came in your letter,Helen,
and the book that i1s to come? Oh such a beautiful birthday! ;



For your birthday,on the eighth,I ordered a year's subscription
to The House Beautiful,beginning with the January number. I have
not heard from you that it has been delivered,neither have I hearc
from the publighers that the order was received,so I am rather
wondering if all 1s as planned,or if I must begin to take it up
with the publighers.

Last night came an sarthquake. Mrs.Mills and I were awake. First
there was a sound like the whizzzzzz-of a glant firecracker and
then a bang. And that was all. I have not seen the paper to know
1f any account was taken of it.

I have been greatly interested in watching events on the water
these bvautiful sunny mornings. I can see the end of the BPisr Ave.
Pler very distinctly from my West window. The surf has besn won-
derful. There has been much wind at night,and in the morning "ever
1ittle wave has had its nighteap,vhitecap,on,yet the water did not
look particularly rough until some motor boat would come in and
try to get in its slip under the mmpier. Then the waves would
take the boat and the front part would go downunder water,the the
back part,then it would seem as if the whols boat was covered with
water,and after a long time of struggle the boat might get in or
the freight,express,what-not would have to g0 away until the sea
was qguieter, :

It seemad as though I had a long story to write about the water
and other things,but my mind has gone to sleep,and perhaps I need
to follow sult,although my nap time is not until one or. two o'cloc
and it is but eleven now.

With love for each and every one of you--goodbye for the present.
Mother.
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April 13 .1932
R66 Hermosa Beach,California.

Dear Helen and Wilder: ’
Another 1ittle set-back has kept me from writing. I wish

‘that I hod some one to write for me,sometimes,for it leaves you

a bit anxioug wonderineg what can be the metter. I have not mrikk
written you since you t-1d me,in ansver to several questions ,
thaﬁ the waters would keep on flooding until such time as the
circulation became able to take care of the excess. 1 am always
develoging something new--and this time it is something more thnsh
just annoying. Both heels are giving me much pailn,especially the
left one. It is as though there were a boll that sereams with pai;
whenever I rest my fo-t,with pressure, on the floor. Not that tha
is the only time it hurte--but the rest of the time it grunts and
groans and keepd me awake at night with the close companionship
of the drawing pains in the cocoons on my risht leg.I say cocoons
beecauce the Blisters? on my leg,zt first,so closely resemblesd

a great mess of naked,slimy cocoons crowded close together.
"naked" bec use of tne absence of hairy fur that cocoons so often
have, and 3322 instead of an armor ofahard surface.

Exuding quarts of wat-r and an or nge colored fluid that 1s guits
offencive in odor. The right leg is very asctive and very painful
the left one gives its attention almost wholly to the heel which
showe nothing on the outside but a ¥4 very tender-looking skin.
Then my knees hzzgazg attract some attention,of course,so they
have t-ken to being very stiff making it almost impossible to
move them,especizlly in the morning. It would seem as if it
would rest me much if I could stretch out in bed,at night---but
the legs and heels are so particular as tqﬂfheir seeming comfort
that I ecannot do it. I tried teking & nap{in the middle of the

day,for a week or tvo,but had to give 1t up,it made me so nervous

I could not bear it. So ever since last September L have sat in



a chalr the trenty-four hours through.But I have not the feeling
of being encased in a wooden jacket,for which + am thankful.

I am going down into th-= patio every morning néw,and spending
much of ths dsy there,in order to sun my legs. I sit vlith my right

foot resting on cotton in a tin pan,and kesep 1t open to the sun as
gky
much_ag pocseible. The patip is an, enclosed room with a khxlight.
A11*windows on the eaat s1d&®",ahd French doors opening into the
kitchen and the diningroom on the North,french doors opening into
the hall and living room on the Saukk West,and into the library
on the South.,Fortunately all windowed doors have long shades.
The legs are washed night and morning,for which I am always gld
2although it is far from bing a palnless operation. It feels eim
cleaner,
My hands still draw around into queer shapes,especially in hthe
morning. Mrs.Mills doss not make any pretence at being a nurse,
but che is gentle, intelligent,sympathetic and tireless. She never
ie Impskkark impatient no matter how m'ny times I call her for
help at night.
I still have a good appetite. And I think I have told you about
all there 18 to tell,if not,I caﬁ&still answer questions.

Willis wired you abott the coming of Ruth Penfield Merrill,
on the 29th. Every one is so happy over 1it. I shall be glad when
it 1s possible for me to see Margaret and her baby. i
Tlizabeth 1s not teaching now,and I know she is wanting her Naneam
to be with her----- but I cannot go yet. Amor has found no job of
any kind,and 1e getting rather uneasy.Eligabeth says it is beginn
ing to look like no job,no eat. ]

She has backache a gret deal,otherwisv seems very well,and very h
happy,although a wail came from her this morning, the lovely puppy
died thie week,and both she a Armor cried a bit,I guess.

Yes, I
know. And now the house seems more lonwsom@ than ever,with no one
for her to talk with, It 18 a 1ittle hard on me, too,because
vhen Ruth needed me I used to try and meet her need a8 much as
possible,and when one of her girls feels the need of meg-----~-----
There are many other things I wanted to write about,but this is
a long letter and I have only time now to speak of what the mail
brought to me today. The book is lovely,and I am looking forweedd
to much enjoyment in reading it.Thank you dear children,you ars
doing so much for me all of the time,and you do such thoughtful
things,

I,at lagt,heard from the House Beautiful ,and so suppose that you
are recelving the magazine? If you already have it,or if you
would rather have some other magazine have them transfer it to me
and we will arrange for something ekassxx else.
T love you all dearly,and,Wilder,I am mighty homesick for
you and Helen, dear.
Your Mother.

1 i /A A Y. ) i m [/f—
e #MZS i e P f A_,.Lf roe, Mo

} = - YA vy (et A hrror Cofes.
W}' Ml‘j ) é/’iwi s L‘:”’\_/i- e & < Urd s+ > ;})} 4 " /
Ww\’ [ b ?_vdiw L ile ) A me Beda g / A4 - U
Octad] clee Jﬁ*'v fﬂwlt;\; 02(61“» %«3« &;}JM.:“{_ iw‘;llf e /\L

bl ’ P iz TR ¢
‘«"‘\A 5’(/5‘_-\‘ = Wy /‘;‘f.a?“ﬁ‘»g-! )Mf{v{f w:’{vy—“m‘q,b 4“(, ‘&43,"(_@, va—



June 21 1932
Dear Helen and Wilder: ' »

It has been a long time aince I wrote,I know--but please for
give me.
One thing that has annoyed me 1s that I have not written an
answer to the advice coming from wilder so long ago. To keep
mvy fest up and not use so much salt. i
chould ngt manage about my feet very well until I got the
wheeled chalr,but now that ig taken care of. Are the legs
better? I cannot say much for them in pralse. The swelling, at
ons time went down considerably,but for weeks now they are back
to the former ridiculous size,above the knee,and they run water
continually. My heels do not pain me any more,but I do not try
to walk,nor can I move the chair about the room now. For fear ot
going off my balancemy foet are out straight,the foot extension
resting on a stool and the baek whoels being blocked. I do not
mesn that I cannot stillraise and lower the feet,for we make
the stool adjustable. But being so blocked hampers my move-
ments about the room for the present.
The salt? Have you forgotten my experience with salt? Iy
taste for different things has changed so culckly and mysteri-
ously that it has been qulte.a,6 game to know what is llked and
vhat is ddsagreeable. The sl&t-met its waterloo one day when
I couldVeat the rice because it was soO salty,although no one
else in.the family could taste too much of it. I had quite a tin
with that taste of salt for soms days,then I began to be normal
again. But I never use galt on my toast or bread,and never galt
any food that has been salted in the kitchen. The only time the
aalt cellar is on my tray is when there may be boiled eggs that
has not been slated,or cucumbers or things 1ike that. I 1l1like
fried mush and like to eat it with salt,but Mrs.Mills will say,

"3t 18 fried in butter," and I find that I do not need the salt,

but e2{ it "as 18."

The liking for coffee has come back,and I have it once a day--
for the meal that seems to be lacking 1in variety--and then 1s
when I have a "caw- Whitse cow butter store fried cake to eat wit
1. :

T at1ll think breakfast the best meal of the day,and always the
game.Orange juice----an apple to be eaten with the bacon and
toast,a cookie and plenty of cambric tea flavored with the tea
leaves. 1 have my own electric toaster and Mrs.Mills cuts the
bread just as I 1like 1it.

I ugually have my dinner,me% and vegetables,at noon. At night,
eggs and toast,or cooked oatmeal,or gaffles,or someting else
eoually good and light.

My greatest trouble? probably the itching all over my body,I
often fesl like one great mass of fire, and am gquite sure that X
it is much like the old orthodox idea of hell. However that
will pass, too. ]

I have often been troubled with the fesling that all of my inter
nal organs are resting on the top of my ribs.They, the ribs,get
mighty tired of it and begln to ache furiously.Yesterday morning
1t came on again,and I suddenly thought,"why not call lr.Ayling?
I had Mrs.Mills at the phone right soon,and it was not flve mlnu
ets before all of the paln was gone. But you have had enough--
Of course 1 get pretty nervous over it all,sometimes,and for
some time I wept if any one spoke to me---and expected an
anewsr,but that is all gone excepting when I get tlred.



have you say that you did not know about our moving,
surggised mZ much? Tt wag done rather hurridly,it is true,but
I know I wrote you for I remember very distinetly about telling
you how I feared I should miss the sea,and that I found that
my room looked out over a wonderful garden,&m a garden with
hedzes of green,with trees, that made one fecl they were quite
in a real woods,and a glorious coming into bloom of beattiful
roses,and other flowers. I secemed to almost forget the sea.
The reasons why? Things developed in the Iiills family =o
that 1t seemed best to move to Los Angeles. I was willing to
go for it would be nearer the family and some of then complainec
auite bitterly about how hard to was to come to Hermosa.Well--
I am nearer,but I do not see that it makes much difference in
the feeling of the bitter onss. Please do not think I am findir
fault.They are all so buey with their own work. Elizsbeth has
beeénmy rieht hand and has come g0 often. Now I have forbidden
her comine. She may go to the hospital almost any time,now.
It hurts her to ride in the Ford,and she kEzame began comning on
the streetcars. It was not right for her to be on the cars for
that long trip,alone. Armor has a Job now. Not what he woulgd
like,but he is making some money,and is happler. It is at one
of the studtos,relieving the hero from the monotony of having
the camera trained on him to get just the right angls,etc.etc.
Not permanent,but he hae had i1t for some two or thres wesks.
"A Job" ig something to be handled very sacredly, these days
when so many can zet no foothold for themselves.

Bob, for ths present,is taking the place of the owner of a fillin
station while he takes a vacation. Then what? who knows,

;g; Bob has graduated from hich school and Jean from College.
Jean will need a good long rest.che is physically worn: out.She

wg must find something to do to sarn some monsy,but teaching is out
3 S if the question at present. No places--retrenchment along all
& ines. 4
:‘g »  You have your vacation in August=----=-o___ Please talk to nue
¢ <\ 'about coming out here.I am so anxious about 1t,dear. Oh I want
g.§?¢ to see you! But I must not talk about that-----I am getting
ﬁi o+ tired,and tears are not far distant. :
< §§ The lasﬁ letter I wrote was trying to exonerats myself from
$:¢i§‘ having 2 night nurse. I hag to have---but she has been gone for
éﬁ /& ten days or more,now. T am slesping go very much bq@}gr--night
i &3 and day my feet had to have a change of position?%b ause of the
oy Y Paln in the heels--Mre.Mills is getting along pretty well now
Iy that she can gset more sleep. Herbert did get panicky,dear boy.
X 3 He feels so helplesg,but I am sure that moeny will be coming in
i very soon,now,and that you shall be relieved, too.
3 Mise Young came out to ses me. The great burden of her talk
.\Qg With me was that I must get well-- s s /Z{D@é; LY 11,
& y % PN B g7 ‘[ﬂt p T 2,
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11%2 La Pere Drive
June 28 1932 '

Dear Children:

1 vant to tell you about "Lz Peer"---that is what is on
all the sign posts along the Drive----but when you took the
declsion to write it as it should be written,it looked so
good to me that from now on I forget La Peer--and write it
La Peras.

I gtill continue to know a 1littls improvemeng each day.
The bleeding at the nose is entirely stopped,and there is
never awy color shovn on my handkerchief.
There 18 still a gense of great soreness underneath my skin,
but the internal organs do not ride on myxxk the top of my ribs
as they once seemed to do.
The odor 1s still with me but one does not wonder when she
sees the amount of yellow o be seen on discarded bandages.
The odor 1s not quite so rank and not noticeable through the
house,and very seldom in my room.
I sleep so very much better, only waking once in one--two--or
even three hours,on rare occasions,to call Mrs.uills to help
me ecet up. And that gettlng up is quite g process,quite dif-
ferent from a simple getting up,and back again. At one time,
you know,I talked and cried out all night long so that lrs.
M1lls could not be sure if I were calling her,but a bell
helped to remedy that. She hears the faintest toueh of that
bell,and besides I do not\nightmare now.
Every one who comes to see me exclalms over how well I am lookir
I have a good apretite,bowels ang kidneys are, seemingly doing

‘potato rests and gathers nourishment.

Mrs.Mills 18 still the same dear,sweet,alert,smiling,
friend and nurse as she has always been. Ir Ayling,speaking
of her the other day,said, "She is a wonderful woman,I can see.
She seems to fairly radiate love." '

"My lines have been cast in pleasant places,"surely.
Mr.Ayling is taking up the matter of Supply for me and I an
exvecting relisf for you there.
Three more days of June, then comes July and the next month isg
%ugustf!!——and I hove you and Helen.

Ae soon as you are better you must come to see usé—-you say.
That would bs so good,but it seems very far away when I think
of all the "reasons why not"that surround that thought.

I shall be so thankful when Elizabeth is through with
her trial., I cannot help but think of her much of the time.
She. seems pretty well.Pretty heavy,"much water there",says the
Dr.who has put her date as July 19. ;

I wanted to write about Jack's new venture, sunmer school
at Santa Monica--he and George Clakk, step-gson of Louiss Clark,
and Jack's acgisstant prineipal--but I must stop until nsxt time.

Laving you g iy ¥ou all--Mother.



The next day.
There seem to be so. many cuestions I want to ask-—

Toll me about "Currie"and his desire to oust you and Dean
‘Martin from the authority that so obviously belongs to you.

Talk to me more about your coming out here this summer.

I know that the drawing of plans must add a great deal to your
many duties of writing and speaking and clinicing. Your thought
is pretty clear as to what you want and how you want 1t?

I could just feel in myself the Jjoy it was to you to take in
that sun under your skin. Is it not a great satisfaction to
have been able to help Chorobski in the way that you did,and
now to send him home fitted to do his work,in so Rx far as
any one could help to fit him? I rejolce with you.

What is Dr.Evans doing? He was another man in whom you felt
wag real worth. I 1iked them both so much I do not want to lese
touch with them entirely.

Wilder,why does not Peter Bent Brigham see that you are Jjust

the man who should take Cushing's place now that he has retired?
Would you not 1like to live in Boston? How I should love to
1ive in one of those hotels overlooking Copley Plaza. That 1s
a pleture that has lived with me since the evening we went to
the Library,and had fried oysters for dinner,and watched the
people afterwards,and over all the joy of being with you with
nothing else to disturb your mind but making a beautiful thing
for mother to remember. Helen would have added to the picture.

Herbert and Mary came out for a little visit last evening. He
gsays he is pretty busy,is in the office durlng the day and
spends the night painting a 1littlé house that he owns in North
Hollywood.

The fomr children and rrauleln Bergman are enjoying the farm as
much asg ever? The Jacksons are still dolng good work?--Perhaps
I should say "Mr." Jackson however. I take 1t that the farm
does pay for 1itself,in various ways if not financially? Iwould
hate to have you get rid of 1it.

Helen have you had good help in town this year? And where do the;
go now that you are at the farm? I am so glad about the Whitake:
belnyrith you again, :

A couple 1like that is what I shall be looking for when I build me
another house so that I may have a garden. You may smile if you
want to do so,it will not hurt my feelings. 1In the July House
Beautiful---no,it was not,it was a description of a house in

the foothills some where in Canada,that came in the L.A.Tinmes,

I fear,that filled me full of desire today,put Mrs.Mills is

1lving down while I finish this letter,and I cannot. verify my

atatement. b t £11 I Wr'it;G. again
Once more I say goodby y ; "Mother.



1132 La Pesr Drivs,
o= Angeles.
July-15 1932

Dear Childres:

You may spell the name oOf this street in any W%y Xou
choose,but you must write Los Angeles,and put in the "La and
the Drive,or it may he held up or lost entirely. ,
1t 1sVl.a Peer Market--the sign posts read ‘La Peer,but the maps

give it as La Pere.

It ie two weeks tomorrow nicht since I had my latest
chill.T 4did not lose consciousness,neither did I seem to suffer
2s much from weakness of the thinking and remembering parts
of my brain. It was a sort of upsetting of the stomach this
time,and I was sick,and the general weakness was lncressed,
perhaps. UNr.Wi le rendered "First aid" all one nicht,with
his wife.

And that 1s the reason that I have not written before.
But your own letters have been fewer? I know that you are
just as busy as can be,but I miss the letters.

arcaret and Willis had a wonderful trip to Santa Barbar
celebrating the great event of June 21 1931. Took the baby and
went with Mr.and Mre.Merrill and Ruth Merrill-taunt to little
Ruth Penfield Merrill) in the big Merrill car. Gone from
Friday until Tuesday. Had a cottage with four bedrooms on the
crounds of Sante Barbara's show hotel--The Samarakand (?)
and having all meals at the hotel. Ruth Penfield behaved
perfectly. She is a lovely baby,sven though she does look
more like Willis than like Margaret.

Elizabeth expects to go to the hospital---same one and
same Dr.that Margaret enjoyed------ any day. The Dr.puts the
date as the 19th. She 1s feeling very well indeed and as
hanpy as a lark., Armor finished his work at the studio and
the next morning at 7.30 he was called by the Lyons Van and
8tragazfaz Storage Co.to come back to his old job (of last
summer). They have not actually said that it was a permanent
but they ordered a uniform for him. ;

Of course it is not what he would choose,but mighty well pleasec
to have 1it.

They are adding bit by bit to their home comforts,or necessities
watching sales of all kinds. And suctions---- when sporage
bills become over-due for a certain length of time they are sold
off at auction. T think they paid something like $10.for the
bilg refrigerator,that is as good as new---but not an icebpess--
One night Armor brought home come nice looking curtains for the
windows, WahkmdxkhaEm washed them and ironed them himself and
hung them up for her.

Lasgt week he brought home a very nice washing-machine and a
baby buggy. He is fine at renairing and painting.

Then some one--I did not get it over the phone--gave them a
very oretty blue rue that goes beautifullyin the "baby's" room.
Thevy have painted an o0ld dresser and armless rocking chair for
that room, Mrs Goettin and her daughters gave them a lovely

new bassinet,and Elizabeth says they are a%l ready now--except
for the baby. And how happy they are 1n doing these things.



They have a c¢hicken house and yard,wlth some dozen hens,and
some pigsons. They have planted flowers and a few shrubs, and
some climbing roges,besides many 1improvements in the house
from a2 hard wood floor up. No,Armor is far from being lazy.
And he 1s very thoughtful and dear to Elizabeth.

Jack and his three helpers opened the Summer school in
Santa Monica,I have n t heard much about it,but there were no t
enough pupils for the four of them,so Jack and George Clark
withdfew and left it in the hands of the history and Manual
Treining teachers. What he will find to do I can not guess, but
it will be somethinz even sh ould it be noting more inviting
than working on the roads. The boy 1s so in debt,and it is not
groving less,while money earned is on the down grade. I could
worry a lot about him,but I have talked with Mr Ayling about
him and he will work for him through me. He could not interferse
with Jack's thousht without Yack asked him to do 80,0f course-=-
but he may work for him as my problem. Perhaps you do not ses
the difference? I will try and explain it to you when I see you
i1f you want me to do so. :

Mrs.Mills ig as lovely as eyer--and you do not know at
all how she looks,do you? She 'short, square bulls,not fat,
but plump--fair hair, cut short and waved,blue” eyes and the the
mosgt radiant, chesry smile you ever saw on anyone.She bubbles ow
over with good cheer. Mr.Mills is short and stocky with very
little hair on the top of 'hisg head,smiling,joking,getting all
out of 1ife that is poseible,and so kind to ne.

Just a year since Ruth left us for a happier home, and we
mies her so very much. It seems ag if my duty lay with her
family, but as long as I am held here a prisoner I am very sure
that my duty at present 1ies in preparation,znd that when my
tools for work are ready to use T shall be able to handle them.
I am working with that belief in mind.

Write me,both of you,®hen you can,and teld me all about j
yourselves and the dear family.
Loving you all so much,and with September
continually in my mind, Your mother. 4



1132 La Pere DBrive
Los Angeles California

Dear Children:

: I do not know if anyone ahs sent you word about the
coming of Elizabeth's Baby----John Gerald Gosttin,as I suppose
his name to be. Friday,July 15. Willis and Margaret were
supposed to go to the hospital yesterday and stop herse on their
vay home to tell me all about it,but they did not come and ¥
have not heard from them. All that I know is from phone
messages from the deliriously happy young father. You see it is
alvays Elizabeth who remembers how "anxious Nanean will be to

hear.

She did not have a very long time of suffering,and she and
the elght-pound,fifteen ounce boy are dolng well. I have not
heard from Armor today,probably shall not until evening,

I do not know when I have been so grateful over anything as over
this birth. I could not keep from thinking of her all of the tim
time and it seemed as if it were Ruth vwho were in trouble and

I could not get to her. I was in hopes that he might come on
the fourteenth,the date of Ruth's new birth on another plane

of conseiousness. Jack,bless his heart,was with her every
moment of the timse.

HJerbert and Mary were here for a few minutes last evening.

Mary had talked with Faith and gave me some of the latest news
in the Inglis family. "Just so that you may know why they do
not come to see you."

Jack has a wonderful vegetable garden this summer,but there is
no money coming in. The gardsn can give them much but it cannot
get all of the necessitics in life,so Jack 1s going all around
Los Angeles trying to sell something from door to door. He will
not tell them what he 1isg trying to sell and will not until after
he has made a sale. Bob is in the Platt Music company trying
to zet in a few dollars but he has made no sales as yet.
Faith,added to her work in the house and for the family, is
building up a class in Harmony in connection with Mrs.Baker

vho has a good sizdd class in Riano,at her home in North Holly-
wood. "And she is getting a class, too." But that is not enough
she 1s going from house to house in Van Nuys trying to sell

"The Van Nuvs Newe."

L think I teld you that Jack had to get rid ot his big car and
they all use The Austin for whatever they may need in that line.
The two little boys are doing good work with their plano work,
and I hope they may be helping Vad in the garden work.

They are down to bed-rock,but I cannot help but feel that
"Somehow Good" may be the result, And I cannot help any of them
except by loving them a little more.

Herbert discovered, the other day, that Fred weighs,stripped,three
pounds more than Herbert does in all of his clothes. Deacon's
broken arm ies about mended, and he,himsef, is doing something in
the way of erowing as he is quite noticeably taller that his
mother, :

George and Ann are both vorking at steady jobs and living in th¢
dream of having a small chicken farm in the not too distant y
future. Wilder is holding on to the very poorly paid but stll,

W

steady job that has been his for some months. They are gainiwﬁ

very high PesD for any Jjob that 1s regular.
Cet




I fleel,with that family,that there is a growing sense of
pulling together. The two girle are both looking about for
aomething that will pay the expenses of the summer. Both are
through school now,and Jean ig growing rested and stronger,
but more slowly than they would 1ike to see her.

For myedlf,I am getting slowly,too.I am trying not to fret abo
sbout things,and to say--"Not my wil),but Thine, ~r==

But it would be fine if I could help instead of being an added
burden during these queer times. But I can still make plans
for the future,for us all---and plans are interesting in the
very fact that they are such pliable things--so easily changed
to some other plan.

I have enjoyed my 1little one-sided chat with you,and now I will
lean back in my chair and rest a bit before trying to write
to Elizabeth a short note--and do some other things that are
waiting for my attentlon. :
Loving you all very dsarly,
Mother
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1132 La Pere Drive

Los Angeles, California
August 2 1932

Dear Helen and Wilder:

Yesterday I felt very rich when the post-
man brought . me a letter from each of you,and
I thought that,today,I should surely write each
one of you a retun letter ----but"today" is very
ranidly growing towarde five o'clock in the
afternoon,and I have just asked for the typewrlte:
As today has gone g0 do the most of my days go,
and to give you today's program might show you
how 211 of my days go,and why I do not find 1t eas
gasy to write lstters.

The Bay began a little later,a quarter
past seven,instead of a quarter to seven.I had nof
slept very well during the night.

Then came the washing and brushing ete.that would
get me ready for breakfast---and breakfast 1tself.

. \_Tw» hours is none to short a time to give to
wdr~ . that,and the elock has struck nine before I am

fjready for the special elezning up and rebandaging
Y of my leg. The left one does not give much trouble

but the right one is still running both water and
odor. Another two hours are gone,=nd by the time
I am back in my chair I am restless,and tired,and
aguite possibly we have to fight a 1little to keep /
the big.chill away. The chill has not come from
getting cold on the outside but from the inside of
me. More often than not we are able to stop its
coming,of course. I am then due for a long nap,
but do not always get my just dues because of
restlessness,and one thing or another.

Of course there are constant interruptions vwhen I
need to =zet up for the "Po",and that takes time.
It 1s a very rare thing when I am able to get at
my daily lesson,that I try to get in early in the
morning;&<+hu 44 #*4A””1:il : §

After my nap,it is time for lunch,which is fy
dinner so as to have a lighter meal at night

.when I do not care for anything heavy,or hearty.

The afternoons are hurried, short affairs. I am
suonposed to have my supper before the rest of the
family have their dinner,in order to give Mrs.
Mills a chance to serve them. Everything of an
extra nature,vriting, reading,etc.comes in some
time between my nap and suoper. We do the most
of my reading and studying when Mrs.Mills is
making bandages,or dressing my leg,vhen I read
aloud.

You sald,Wilder, that we could talk over



everything,by letter,excepting theories of
Christian Sclience. I turned to my hymn book and
sang to myself,"Theories which thousands cherish,
Pass 1like clouds that sweep the
skys;
Creeds and dogmas all may perish;
Truth Herself can never dise.

Thrones may totter, empires crumble,

All their glories cense to be;

While 8he,Christlike, crowns the humble,

And from bondage sets them free."
Truth 1s what we are both seeking. So long as I
know that you are still earnestly seeking that
Truth which the Bible says ahs been in the world
ever since the world began,why should I try to
1»fluence you to my way of thinking? God will
see that.you find the Way laid out for you to
Fdnadd
It 1s ouite possible that you are predudiced

cainst the name of Christian Science,and are
letting that influence you away from.fairness.
You have always loved Justice,are you just,now?
In your study you have followed every little
clew that might throw light on your problem.
In the search for Truth,are you willing to see
things ae they may really be? Kt
This 18 not a new religion, my 3@%,1t 1s the same
relieion that Jesus came to teach. The Christian?
world calling themselves by Hls name,have picked
and chosen the i¥as from His teaching that fitted
in with their desires--and ecast aslde the very
1life-blood of His teaching--Love for God and man.

In all of the sermons I have ever hsard from

the pulpig I have never heard it definitely
stated that God is Love,not a person, but the

a prineciple of me'thematics,and that 1if one dossg
not live by, &®§,that rule he is not a Christian.

Friday,the Fifth=---

From the way T made mistakes it was evident-
ly time for me to stop writing,but I did not
mean that it should be so long before I finished
thies letter. ,
To the above.I merely want to add that the world
and all things in it look differently to the
onlooker according to the color pf the glasses he
wears. If you wear a blue,or gray,or even a
clear glass,itztzeke as one would call I€,1t 1is
different from the rose-colored glasses that T

may be wearing,ang Who can say that the rosg-




clacsges are not the natural,God-given color for His children to wear in this
oueer,unhappy, sick world?

So,when I talk the rose-colored way it 1is because I see 1t that way,and am not
trying to influence you.or criticize your way of seeing things. I wish I
could make you understand my point of vliew. Some day we shall all know Truth
either here or hereafter. The world needs Jjust such men as you are and it

is ouite possgible that God is using you right where you are and doing the york
you are doing,to help the world up to the next step wher it can go on.

Johwthe Bantist had a sreat work to do and he did it heartily as to God,but
he never understood, én this plane of thinking,the message that Jesus came to
bring."Are you the Christ,or look we for another? Jesus' reply was not an ex-
planation of his work,but"Go and tell John the things you have seen and heard-—
"By their fruite ye shall know them" Do not be afrald to investigate ,to be
ready to follow Truth wherever she may lead you,and go on and do the work that
God has given you to do. Wailt for Him to lead you,know that when,if ever in
this present world,He 1s ready for you to take another step you will recog-
nize JYig leading and will follow. :

I was so glad to have you write that you had sent Bob Hackett home, cured.

You have sent him along the way of health where he can become a success. Had
you ‘not been in the place where you are,doing the kind of work that you are
doing you could have been of no help to him,for he would not have understood
you and would not have gone to you for help.

I am very anxious that you should do good work along your own lins,knowing,
abgolutely,that when that work 1s done and God shall call you -to another

line of work that you will be ready to follow His directing. But neither one
of us would try to force Him to lead you into unknown paths before you wemre
ready to go.

Be as blg as you alwaye have been. Be fair,be just,be loving and true,do the
work that seems to be your special work at this time.Jesus did not ask John
to change his way of doing,his message was "Prepare ye the way of the Lord--%
Although Jesus Himself had come and was showing the people a different way

than was taught by the Rabbig,a different way from John's teaching,John's
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message was from God,1it overlapped Jesus' work but was not yet finished.
"Are you the Christ,or look we for another?” "Go and show John"Know the work
that 1s being done--but no hint that he should glve up his own work yet.
You took up the study of mediecine, and agaln the work of surgery,after much
prayer and with the sincere desire to be able to do your best work for God
in helping His siek children--God accepted your services,has led you through
many experiences.He will still lead you if you listen for His voice,as you hax
have always done,not questioning others who are not belng led along your
line of thinking' and ready at any moment to trust Him fully with the ruling
of ‘your 1ife. - 7
Mre Mills thinks I have written long enough,and I guess I havs for my
hands are cold and clammy and trembly. But I have not written the letter I
wanted to write,at all.
Elizabeth is at home,but I have not seen her or the baby as yet,of
course. She telephones me every day,bless her sweet thoughtfulness,
Did I tell you that it was Armor's suggestion that the baby,named John for
both grandfathers, should be called Jack? ‘It thrilled Elizabeth,and made her
very happy. Armor still hopes that the way may open for him to go on with
the study of medicine,but how it can be done is hidden from his sight.
Elizabeth seems to have taken Ruth's place in my life. I think I shall havse
to come to Montreal to live,build a house for thenm and me near you--Armor
could study with you and take care of your furnace ete.in part payment.Perhap;
%lizabeth could get some tutoring to do,and Adams and I could take cars of
little Jack. ¢’ ‘
. The dreams of g greaﬁgother! Jow foolish they are, somstimes.What couLA
I build with? The same dreams, probably--or do you think the bank would fe-
fuse me credit? Oh I love you all--and how I am looking forward to next mont|
Your lMother. \
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1132 '1.a ‘Pere Drive
Los Angeles
California .
Septemberl?2 1932

Dear Children: -
I am almost beginning to count the hours,but not knowing

just when you are expecting to arrive on the twenty-fourth,only twelve days
away now,I shall have to stick to counting the days,instead,Wilder dear.

T told Herbert,last evening,that I knew the reason that Helen could not come
with you vas because you could not afford it,and if you were not doing so
mueh for Mother that would relieve the situation so that she could come--Hils
reply was'well,do not worry,it is nothing for which you are to blame."No,I

- guppoee not,but humble apologiles go out to dear daughter Helen.

I have not written for several reasons,the principle one
being a return of the old neuritis of 1908 in my arm,or arms. Lt ls getting °
better,but it makes me fesl sort of weak all over and very disinclined to any
effort.I am getting better in many ways,and we will have a real rejoicing on
the twenty-fourth.

I wrote you about Jack's promotion,school beg.ne today,and
he has been,and will continue to be a very busy man. Hw will not take any of
his Van Nuys teachers with him,as he was requested to keep all that he could
in the new school to which he goes. It is the second largest in Los A.and
a new school,so he will have the joy of building it up. Over 3.000pupils and
137 teachers to become acquainted with,and the adjustment will take him out
of any old rut that may be left after the change in home etc.

He cannot move the family,of course,until after arrangements have bsen made
either to sell,trade or rent the old place in Van Nuys,but will it not be won-
derful for him to cut loose from all that has bound him in the past?He 1is not
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planning to be married right away,if ever. |
There are some very good,seeminly,eating places right near here,and Armor |

1s on the look-out for a good room for you,and a garage,so that you will be as

independent as any tramp for the week of your being here. A week---oh how fassh

those hours will g 2

Herbert's birthday is on the 28th.So you will be here to help us wish
him all kinds of havoinessg for the coming year. Every one of the family 1is
eagerly looking forward to seelng you,and I expeet Adans will be back by that %
time, too., But I have written long enough for the present,I just wanted to let
you know how sagerly I am looking for you and how I mean to visit and visit
and visit----farxthat for all of the time that short week will give me. And I
wanted to tell Helen something of how I felt about the way I was treating her.
God bless her. :

My heart 1s full and running over with love for each and all of you.

llother.



T.08 Angeles,California
October 7 1932

Dear Helen and Wilder:

I think Helen will understand when I complain of the emptiness
of everything that has seemed to surround me ever since Wednesday
noon. Strength seemed to flow from Wilder to me,I leaned on him and
now I seem@® to have lost a neseded suppott.

Yesterday afternqu 5 r and Elizabeth came over,with John Gerold,
for fear that ; QE@'feeling a little depressed,and last evening Kzi
Herbert and Mary came to see me with the same thought in mind. It was
very dear of them all.

But I am not depressed,I miss you,but I am so thankful that you could
give me those few days.

I am sorry I could not have seen more of Jeff,but it was better for

to stay in one place,and,possibly,it was better for me. I am glad that
Sister X.could have had him.

How much I have to remember of your visit,%Wilder. I have been on the
bed this morning,it is now near noon and soon 1 shall be wheelsd out
to the living-room to hear Hoover speak over the radio,and have dutifu’
fully had my feet raised---The commode is the most comfortable piece
of furniture and we are trying our best to make plenty of room for
friends to sit around and visit,in spite of beds,tables,and wheeled cki
chair.

The florist brought me the most beautiful bouquet ,bsaring your lovs,

that T have had yet. The glads show wonderfully amongst the tiny
agters



that so beautifully take the place of the Baby's Breath. I never saw
the combination before. They are exactly like the blus asters that
grow wild in the woods in Wisconsin,excepting that they are pure whilte.
They fill the low shelf in the dresser. Then Miss Johngon sent over a
half dozen of her carnations that match the glads in color. I feast my
-eyes and thank the thoughful giver.

Mps Mille wants me to tell you that she forgot to gilve you & mess-

age from Dorothy who telephoned a goodby to you.

I think I will write no mors today,ﬁill finish in another letter,soon.
nod bless you all,dear children.
Mothsr.
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Tiog Angeles,California
October 24 1932
Dear Helen and Wilder:

And are ye on a jolly honeymoon together? And are ye havin a resB ful
trip? And did ye think your mother away out here had forgotten ye?
Niver a bit of it---butl have besn in a sort a hectic fever this past week,
myself, Mrs.¥ills was away from Friday until Sunday--Her sister came to
care for me,I k%now her,liks her,and she 1s a fine nurse of many years expe-
rience,but it was all different,and it doses not take much to upset me.
I do not mean that it affectad my health in any way,except as to nervousness
and an indisposition to.do anything that took th:ught on my part. So'%® let
the days go by without getting a letter to you. Could not send to the boat
bescause I did not know until today when your card came from New York bearing
.~the picture of the boat, just what boat you had decided to sail on. ;

Then I expected to have a letter in London to greet you there-----but you will

land tomorrow and hzre is the letter,not writtsn yet.
I should have had Elizabeth write you but Armor has bsen 1ill with double
Pneumonia. Out of danger now but still in bed.

We certain did have. a wondsrful visit,Wilder dear.Just think how hard 1t
would have $t0 haveliou gzo across the water,still farther away from home and
Mother,&nd I not to have seen you before your leaving!

I am becoming very much attached to my bed --for my morning naps. I have not
yet managed an all night slesep in bed,but soon will do 80,1 know. Howsever,

I am not as "itchy",nor a8 nervous,and have had two splendid nights when I
had four straight hours of dreamless,restful sleep.




The glads are fzded and conr,but a bouquet of chryanthemums---from three
different people,including the Jap gardener,ls on the dresser and thres
plants of the beautful coleus (We used to call them follage plants) and two
bright leaved begonias are on a seat in front of the window where they can
eet the morning sun. They ma e that corner of the room so lovely that it is a
constant joy to me.

Now that the roses are almost gone,my French neighbor of the garden has added
a new hibiscus tree. There are four greas big blossoms on it and buds walting
‘to bloom--so there is another lovely picture to make me happy.

I hope vou are both recsting in your new environment and that the trip will
be tull of joy every moment of the way. You left everything regarding the
Institute in 2ood shape? Mr.Murdoch's daughter came through all right?
Was -Jeff willine to have his Dadgty go off o n trip with out taking him,or
was he glad to bs home and in familiar surroundings?
You will not have time to tell me muech about the children now,new scenes,
old familiar scenes,new friends and old friends will ur mind for the
present. Hoping that you will meet with success in your real errand over
there,and that Hortega,or a better man will come back with you---

, Always loving you,

Hother.



1132 La Pere Brive
Los Angeles,California

Dear Children: ~
How I wish I could get my mind down to real letter writing,so many

things that might be interesting to you I do not seem to be willing to tackle

What time we have to think,now,after disposing of the political question,is
£11Yed with thourghte of Christmas,ths pressing birthday questions having been
very nearly disposed of .until after the first of the new year--liargaret's
today and Mary's tomorrow.Mrs Mills is warning me,all of the time,not to
think too much of the material Christmas but make it more of a spiritual
Christmas---I know gshe is right,but what would that mean to these deargrand-
children of mine? And when the bank roll is so very small to go all around,
i1t needs a heap of thinking to make things come out even,I will leave that to
any adult to say if T am right or wrong.

The giving of gifte is so delightful when one can give them,but I suppose it
shows a more Christ-like spirit to be satisfled with sending lots of love to |
each one and feel happy in that you have given them the best that can be given,
even though they may not recognize the wvalue of your gift to them.

Armor is better and back at work in the mm¥iws moviesg,working long hours szach
day. His other venture did not prove to be all that he thought 1t would,and to
make any showing financlially he was obliged to take what was offered to him.
It 1s good hard work that he has to do with no light of expected stardom to
shine upon himn.

Did I write you about the nightschool classes Herbsrt's children are doing?
Jean studying shorthand,George and Ann studying English--and something else
that has escaped my memory just now--,Wilder studying salesmanshipwith the
hope of making good as an insurance man. Pat is not going to school but is
acting as treasurer,or something,for a Woman's Club,Mary hoping that the way

may onen for her to take some real place in the Woman's club.



You knew that the trade for the Van Nuys property did not go through? Thse
mortzage on the place matures in the spring,and neither the applicant for the
place nor Jack can meet it on such short notice,and there is fear that the
mortgage cannot be renewed. If I eould handle it---but what 1s the use? I do
care for Van Nuys as a place of resldence,and never did. But I hate to havs
it go back to the mortgage men.

I seem to be worrying,as ususl,over the little thlngs of 1life instead of
calmly,quietly walting until the right shall bring things to pass. These word
from our Bible,"Walt patiently on God and He will bring it to pass," are
worde that I say over and over,and how much happier my whole fanily would be
1f I could really live the thought instead of stopping with the words!--To

say nothing of myself, You need not think of me as being "an old dog",but

i {
Oh 4 love you both. May you be having a restful]trip and finding what you are
seeking.
Your Mother---

Mre.Mills sends greetings. Thank you for writing Ray,liss Pratt and Clara
Lenroot. I have not heard from any one of them,as yet. I shall be looking
forard with much interest to the coming of the pictures,



Log Angeles,California
1132 L2 Pere Drive

November 27 1932

Dear Helen and Wilder:

I thought you were to gone such a long time,and here i1t 1s almost December
and I am worrving for fear I shall not get thls gresting to you before your
boat sailg. for homs.

Your lettere have been so enjoyable and I believe that you have been having

a wonderful time together and seeing the places that you used to love.

I cabnot help being a little envious when I read about the places I saw with p
you that wonderful year.

I had such a dear letter from Ruth Mary,and so heard of her missing appendix
befor=s I heard from you. She said she was having such a wonderful time,having
all the attention shown her as if she were really sick. Everything she says
gounds so bright and chesry,as 1f there might be a chuckle all ready to cous.

I had a wonderful Thanksgiving day. I found that 1t would be a great disappoint

ment to the family hers if 1 were not tkak at tvhne dinner table with them,so I

congented to be moved. Mrs Mills and lMrs Atkingon made me ready and then they
liften me off the bed and into an arm chalr. Then Mr.Mills and Hartley -earried
me,in the chair out to the diningroom and placed me at the head of the table.
The turkey was done to a turn,and everything was Jjust right.

e o

"hile at dinner I had a felcphone message from Margaret. She was in bed with tha"

flu but wanted to send me her love. Later in the day a message came from ArmoA
that Tlizabeth was in bed with the "flu. It seems to be quite prevalent. But
neither one of the girls was very ill.

John Gerold has two teeth! And everyone is happy to know that Margaret expec



the stork again the first of May.

ThiS morning when I wakened the sun was shining gloriously end I thought

whet a wonderful thing it is to waken each morning to the knowledge that I
am a little better than the monning before! For that is the way that it is--
elther I have slept a little mors quiethly,or I do not 1tch all over my body
as much as I did,or I am stronger in my knees and legs,or the pain is lesg--

and I am full of gratityds all day. - I do fsel very tired and very nervous
much of the time but that is gettine better,and I can git up in bed to rsest
myaelf, ;

I still have lMre Atkincon for it takes two to move me from bed to commode and
back again., The back rest is in constant use,as when I sit up I want to put
my feet out of bed. The urinal--which call the cashew nut because of its
shape is my best frtend. So you have blessings showsered on you every day and nk
night,Wilder dear. »

God bless you both,and it will seenm good to know that you are home
again.

Your lMother.
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1132 Ta Pesr Ave.
Los Angsles,California
December 20 1032

Dear Children,one and all:
; I am watching the mail very closely these
days hoping to hear from the returned travelers.
For my Christmas ‘letter,which may prove to k
be a shorter one than usuel,l am sending a bit of
fact and something to laugh at, taken from our kaem
local paper. I hope you do not object to my
elippings?

What do vou think of ungrateful France? But
perhaps I should not say that,for France,as a
people,has not spoken as yet. At any.rate Eng-
land stands ace high here with the public. I am
glad for that.

; For Chrmistmas day our program is about as
follows. Mres Mills will go to church,and have
dinner for one o'clock. The family vill come in =
as 1t seems convenient to them,about four and go
home for their own Christmas supper. I shall not
try to serve anything for refreshments here unlesg
T should f'nd khat I could have a basket of tan-
garines to serve.

Wi11lis wase planning to =xEx¥® show the moving piec-
tures,but Paul-will use the machine on that dgy

and Willis will show them here some day during

the week. It will no$ tire me as much,was his kind -
1y thonght,

Hartley has taken the tree in charge.lLast year

we had two trees but this year we combine on one.
He has brought home about the prettiest little

tree 1 ever saw,and will take charge of its trim-
mning.

The gifts? well they are almost too small to be
called Christmas gifts.What there are I may have
wrapped and marked and left in my room until they
leave for home and then d&istribute them.

The tree will be in the living room and I shall &
not attempt to go in until about four o'clock.

It will be seven weeks Saturday night since I

have been in my wheeled chair,so it will seem .
culte an adventure to me. The bed an I arse becomw?
pretty well acouainted,and I shall want to come
back to it at bedtime.



Herbert still has pain in his arms and cannot
get on a coat without help,but he is looking
much better,and seems to be gaining in flesh.

George is to move into his own home about ths
tenth of January and is very happy over it.
Two aeres and a partner! Ann's brother-in-
law goes in with him., There are two h ouses
on the place,2 new one and the old one.They
are to meke some arrangement that will bs
fair and so each can have his own home. The
down payment 1s not much and the monthly pay-
mente can be handled. George will put in mors
than the other,by some arrangement,and will
own something more of the property and equip-
ment. They will specialize in ceapons.Quick
returns and only as much ecapital as they can
manage. They are very happy about it all.

You will have a very happy Christmas,I
know,and my thoughts will be with you all. +
wanted to send Christmas cards to gseveral of
the good friends in.your vieinity,but I eould
not manage 1t, Will you please glve my greetings
toall who would ecare for them? Mrs.Lyman and
Mrs Murray ,Mre.Russell,Miss Lewis,Oh I cannot
write all of their names,The Cones,The Evans,
some Riverdale friends--you will know them.

I love .you all with all of the heart of me.
Mother.



1132 1L.a Peer Drive
Los Angeles,Calif-rnia
Deeember 12 17232

Dear Children:
Merry Christmas--oh no,I mean"Welcome home." but welcome home is a most
Jovous event in my heart,l do not like to think of you so far away as across
the big water.
The very first news I want to tell you is that I am so very much better that
I let the extra nurse go last night and the relief of knowing that five dazXi
dollars a day was savedmade me have the best night I have had for five weeks
and I am full of courage,if not of strength,thls morning.
A friend of Mrs.Mills,who 1s quite badly up agalnst it financially,is coming
this afternoon at two,to stay until six to help her with the housework so
thaet Mrs Mills can give her time to me,and will do so until I can take care
of myself a little better. Bearing my weight on my knees 1s a problem and
a rather painful problem each time I make the attempt. "In quietness and
confidence is your strength," is the text that helped me back to the bed fro
the commode this morning.Some of those 0ld Bible texts are wonderful staffs
to lean on in troubls.

We are having our first rain of the season,and the past week has been like
an BWastern Winter--so cold and dreary.The rain comes gently and continuously
and the snow has covered the mountains. A screen actress left Hollywood in
creat haste a few days ago. She had nothing against Hollywood nor the peopls
there,but she c¢-uld not stand "that darned sunshine any longer." Most of u*
~ho live here glory in it.

T am so glad that you two have had this wondserful trip together,but
know how glad you are to get back hame and get your arms around those four
children. Give them a hug and kiss for me,too. Tell them,if you can,why
they are not getting any Christmas gift from thelr Nanean. I can say truth-

fully,» ith the father who was spanking his boy,"I
does you! & Yy, Lt hurts me more than it



The morning papers are bringing in reports of snow coming down in record
breaking guantities all over the northern part of the state and even down
here in the South we are having a surprising amount of snow. Then with the
reports of such cold weather in the Zast,the knowledge of what it will mean
in suffaring to go many thousande of our people makes one feel that Christ-
mas gifte are a very smell matter after all.

But no amount of lack can keep us from loving and being loved,and that is
the main thing,especially when there lsgood health to make one glad.

T cannot ¢ive you much news of the family.You know of Margaret's hope for
the first of May,Armor and Elizabeth are giving a cold shoulder to the wolf
that hangs around their door,because of work in the movies that brings in
enoucgh each month to keep them going. Armor's mother 1s not very well.John
Gerold is as fine as ever. I have not seen his two new teethbut it is report
ed that they are as fine as two teseth can be. Elizabeth has had a falrly
hard time in recovering from the 'flu. All of the Inglis family have had
it,Aunt Addie being struck the nardest---just does not get to feeling strong
again.Deacon vas quite 11l with 1t the last I heard,about a week ago,the
rest of the family have been down with 1t,but soon up again.But the ralins
and the snow will bring health to us all. \

I love you dearly and am so glad that you aepe so near
the shores of homs,

Mother
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