





y long--with love for

I will write more about the girls before ver

every one of you,

Mother

Then I went out and looked at my own garden that would have
been just as ugly except for the work that had been put on it.
Every time I want to extend a bed,or place another plant with
deep roots,l have,still, to remove rocks,sometimes blg boulders--
Mr.Lake,next door--is determined to have a beautiful garden--
he is continually digging,dlgging to take out the hard rocks---
Not only have I to learn a new language,my dears,but I have
much digeging--much working,much watching,much praying, to up-
root, ory out the wrong thinking of the past befors 1 can get
the things to grow that I have learned to name and to love.

Thig 1llness of Ruth's,seems to me, ies simply meant for her and
me.To show us where the need is greatest etc. We have Dbeen
burned over--we lie naked in our own eyes,we can see more
clearly,because of this fire,where we are falling to make more
progress. I cannot talk with her now--not until after she
gats out from under the influence of their drugs. Those three
faithful doctors--that frightened, troubled husband--I have
nothing to say,shall have nothing to say to her while they
feel she needs nd not me. Jack depends on me during the
attacks--but I am sure it 1s just as well that I am not thers
now. One of the things I see more clearly is that she and I
must not hamper Jack even in our thots. She wants Christlan
Science---she had a right to what she wants. He hates it and
does not want her to have anythhing to do with it. There 1s no
need to worry over his side of the question--no need to think
about how things will look to him--I mean no need to worry for
fear he will not see it as it 1g. Her failure has been,in a
measure,waiting for him to go with her----She 1ls very dependent
on him. She must learn independence and find the truth and live
it so that he will get light from her. That does not mean that
she 1s to fight him,far from it,but quietly show him what 1t
can do for her. Ch I do not know if you follow me---but never
mind. ' '

~ What a wonderful time you will be having in hospitals,
Wilder dear! I was so surprised to hear that you had been .able
to return the money borrowed from the estate. Well dear,it 1is
really a kind of insurance,is it not? You will have 1t intact
vhen I am called from you,and you may need it then more than yo
do now. "hat do you hear from the Sussex money?



but came home with Ellzabeth---and the other two took charge.
They have two high school girls there who get breakfast and
dinner and some 1little besides. David 1s in school and
ohly Stewart at home---but there 1s plenty to ksep tham busy.
Tomorrow Elizabeth and I go in,and Faith will ome back
with me—-~shé 1e to sing in the Gles Club tomorrow evening,
and"Tommy"-—{Ehe dearest freshman,who 1s especially devoted
to Faith,énd wants to take her over to San Dimas to meet his

Dr.brotherjwante her for Tuesday. Elizabeth is hurrying

this afternoon to filnish up the last final and she will,very
likely,stay in V.N. Faith will, probably,staywith ne

untlil Thursday morning when I shall go into L.A.and probably
down to the Beagh that evening to see Adams-~--and then on Friday
go to Herbert's for the three weeks they are North.

I have some one to take care of the garden while I am gonse,
but will need to make se&eral flying trips back here for dif—
ferent reasons.

Eut there---I sald I would tell you what brought my first
remarks to mind--and did not. When I returned that Tuesday
night it was dark. The next morning I looked out of my window
and was shocked by the nakedness of the empty lot next me.
They had burned off all of the high weeds and summer flowers,
and nothing was left but a few bunches of cactl and brown,
hurt looking flowering sage shrubs,and the bare,ugly rocks.
Gold may have been hidden thére,but I could see no beauty.

Al



Los Angsles
December 15 1034

My dear,dear Children:

I am so afraid that I shall not accomplish even
an attempt a2t a Christmas letter,that I am beginn
ing it before I even think of greeting cards.

I don't quite know what to say about your dear
goodness to me,but this Christmas must be a most
blessed one to me,so that my gratitude and love
may @adiate out to you bringing you added blesskr
ings in happiness.

It wags a great happilness to me to have you go
to the Publishing House to find the book for me,
~alen dear; and then to have you so pleased with
the building--and it ig all paid for without any
more pressure being brought to bear than a call
to the church for certain moneys at different
times. And it was not only the men of wealth who
gave,but every member of the church,all over the
world gave,because they wanted to give. The next
time you and Wilder are in Boston I hope you will
g0 into The Mother Church,listen to a service and
hear the beautiful organ.

How often, especdally this winter,I have thought
of our experience in Ely Cathedral. Coming out of
storm into the 0ld church and hearing that orgen
played so onuiestly,it seemed like stepping into
one of the heavenly places,did it not Helen dezar

You asked if I had s=en pictures of the Publish
ing house. -wo friends sent me postal cards ot
the outside of the building this summer,and I
have read descriptions of the buillding,of course-
but that is not like seeing it.

I asked for the brown leather for the book, aeven



though my case ig black,for there are some new
additions in the Century of Progress edition,and
I love the feel of that binding. I only use the
case in my room,I should not take it to church
with me.

You sald for me to get what I most wanted about
me this Christmas,Wilder. Well,naturally,ths
thing I wanted most--to have you all,as a family,
around me, could not be had,so I am trying for the
next best thing. I sent your group picture down t
the photographsrs to be enlarged---large enough X
for me to distinguish the features as I look at ii
on the wall opposite my bed. I am in hopes it
will be finicshed for me this afternoon. Them I
will tell you more about it.

I have not heard much about the wedding except
that it was a very pretty wedding.Elizabeth will
be over this evening or tomorrow to tell me all
about it. I do not know anything about Audrey
except that she is cguite a pretty girl and the
family seem pleased with her. She and ~1lder havs
known waaexhxgkhksrx each other and have been
rather keem on each other for a long time,all
through school--Her father is a dentist,I know
nothing about him except that Wilder likes him
much more than he likes the mother.

Jean had no idea that she could go to the wed-
ding, though terribly anxious to go,of course.

She had not been feeling very well for a week or
two,but that day she felt fine,and they went. She
t hought that,being in a church shs could sit in
one of the back seats,and ksep cuite out of sight
But after she got there,she saw so many friends
whom she had not seen for months, that she forgot
all about herself,and was all over the church
grasting the different ones. She went home,still

feeling fine.About twelve o'clock she was wakened



with a pain,want to the hospital and at 5.39
Fepederick John-ammel was born,weighing 5% pounds.

As soon as she leaves the hospital she is going
to be with the grandfather and grandmother
Penfield for thres weeks. A bit hard on Mary--
for she is far from well,and every bit of extra
work she has to do seems to lay her low. However,
I am not worrying over that,for some way will
be provded--but I have not seen them since that
decision was mads. :

Is it not queer that Jack and Elizabeth, the twc
most bitter ones against Christian Science ,
should both acquire,without knowing it,a Christie
Seilence houigkeeper? Jack has had his house-
keeper for wVyear ot more--likes her better and t
better. She has a 1little boy of her own and seems
to love David and Stuart as if they were her own
and the boys have not been sick since she bscams
established,and look so well and handsome and
clean.

Elizabeth cannot say enough in praise of her
Mre.Bowen. She is wonderful with John,a good
cook and keeps the house well; and what surprisss
Elizabath more than anything else is that she
likes to wait on Elizabeth--"And you know, Nanean
I never have been waited on bsfore." And the
ch&ld never has been cared f r in that way, she
has always looked after everyone else.School,
baby,cooking,and cleaning has kept her too buygx
busy altogether,but she is looking more rested
now,

Bob 1s doin so well in his work in business
College.His marks are all up near 100 and he
1es way"aheadof himself"as lMargaret expresses it"
in typewriting meaning he is way ahead of the rec
of the class.  He gets up at 5.30 every morning.

gets his own breakfast ang pute up his own lunch-
(He 1ie living with Margaret again) and gets down



to the college in time to do the jJjanitor work.
He sweeps,mops floors,washes windows etc,etc. He
ig doing such good work there that they are more
than pleased with him,and he ranks high as a
tudent. For his room and board at Margaret's
he wahheg the dishes,looks after the children,
and doesall that 1s required of him. And happy?
.He just bubbles over. I asked him--how does it

© ggem to be entirely independent Bob? "Oh Ges,"
was his answer. Where his clothes come-in I do
not know. It is just as well that he and Jack
do not see too much of each other---Jack loves
him,but you know he is something of a "nagger"
and that hurts when it becomes a continued story.
Jack now has a small family,himself and the two
1ittle boys. No checks have come in from him yet
Tt mey be that his grocery man,and "what have you
did the only thing that was to be dons to bring
140 time--threaten to bring sult--indeed, some one
'd1d write to the School about his debts,but the
secretary of the board slipped 1t out and gave
him warning.--He got busy--nov th &t those debtsg
are psid,he i1s resting on hi laurels--but I do
“not sse why the Estate cannot take the same tac-
ties and scare him good and plenty. I am trying
to be fair and friendly,but I declare--he 1is hot
doing right and I am in favor of punishing little
boys if they make up thedr minds not to be good
and fair. I have said so much to Herbert that I
do not hanker after saying any more,but if “erbey
cannot put the screws on the delinquent one it
ay be necessary to make things so warm that it
111 gpakxhusyx cause him to =et busy.

I am not suffering,you are taking care of me--
nd more too, but it is not right to make you
uffer for the sins of others.

It seems wonderful to have you recover so soon
,%rom your operation. Oh + hope you will never
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Will has won a real place for ﬁimself in
San Jose. "Dr.MacQuarrie" he is to every onse,and
he has already dons much for the College---and i
other State Colleges--in khEkr the raising of the;
standard granted them by the Unlversities.
He seemed to be the only man who could handle the
situation. The view point was clear and just,
and he went after wht he saw was needed with no
fear of man or beast. "Oh yes,that is what should
be done--but if I should make a move in that
direction I should lose my head.) was the answer
that he received from several. Stanford knew an
trusted him and zave him what he wanted---and tha
nezwantzfar so did U.S.C. for he had bsen with
them long enough for them to be willing to
do what he asked---then he went for U.C.L.A.--
which 1s the Branch of the State U.at Berkeley.
And he had a big,big,fight---but he won out. He
got from them all that he asked for which was
propsr recognition for the State Colleges. The
Universities had put them one slde,would not
accept their credits,after golng to the State
College which is a teacher's college, 1f a man
wanted a further degree he had to take a year
of preparatory work in t e UW.before being allowed
to work for that degrese. It was a blg victory,
and all California knows that Dr.MacQuarrie is th,
man who put it over.

But now a new thing 1s coming to Will.
llre.Dorsey who has been the superlintendent of
achools here for several years 1ls to resign in
January. They want a man----and it looks as 1if
Will might be the man.

This office ranks third in the Unlted States.
Only New York and Chicago are morse important.
And it 1s more desirable than New York or Chicago
besause it 1s not a political office as those
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two are. They are looking for a blg man,a
"man capable of the growing work.

I asked Will why he would care to make the change
for the off2ce in San Jose wixll be growing

for ysars and will be growing easler and will

ba his as lons as he cares to keep it,while the
Los Angeles office will be full of problems each !
year,and will be growing harder each year---

" T ¥now that,but Mother Jean,I feel that I can
handle it.I feel that it is a big job but that it
is gx job. I feel that I can do it and I want to
try.

What he did not know at that time is that
his salary will be $12,000 the first year which
is the salary being pald lirs.Dorsey--but that 1t
will grow each year by several hundreds until
it reachss,at least,$24.000. What he did not
kxnow was that he will have a seven passenger
Cadillac and ones of the three best chaueffer's
at his disposal from Monday morning until Saturdaj

¢4 noon,every week of the year.----and several other
P ErtngssIt will call for him,at his order in the
morning,go anywhere he pleases néght or day------
If he goes out for dinner--goes out to the
theatre--he and Winifred will go in style----
But,of course,it has not been decided yeat.

Winifred is looking so well.Is growing fleshy.
Not fat,but the angles are %igered and it 1s very
becoming. She is very hampyland very well.
John and Billy axs nfa ingg--and Ruth will maxe
them allwiv\eg'yﬂfﬁroud of her some of these days.

it
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a picture of him taken a few months before he died.
The only one of all of his famlly and friends whom he
st1ll trusted was Virginia., I am thankful that he still
clung to her. Every one else,he belleved,was doing him
wrong., He told Virginla that she would never get anything
from the estate bscause it was being used up by----well,I
do not know Just by whom. Herbert,perhaps. Well,she and
Herbert talked it all over---and Herbert says Virginla is
the sweetest woman going--her husband is a "cracker-jack"
her chlildren are adorable. :
They brought me a beautiful green phse---large enough
to hold big dahlias. Some time ago I was told that the
Van de Kamp bakeries had deliclous sweet cups for desserts
called me-rin-gees----A little later I went to Van de Kamp's
‘and asked for me%iggees—-the girl looked rather blank and
then light broke over her face--"Oh,I guess you mean
meringues———;-x laughed and thought probably that was what
wag meant., I mever suspected that was what was meant,how-
ever, Well,when I was in town the other day I bought some
more--ag they keep wekl and I do not make cake--and so,
I had a good egg salad,cheese,French bread,coffee---black-
berries in the meringue cups and whipped cream---and we

were quite satisfied with a hearty sunday supper.
But I must get off some paid bills--etc.etc.

With much love--
Mother






rushed us right over to the Theatre--Of courss,
1t was a play--not a picture. All seats were soid
and he had been obliged to take a box which made
it a little better for me to hear. It was Jane
Cdwl in"The Road to Rome." I came to the con-
clusion,afterwards when we compared notes, that it
was sometimes Jjust as well not to hear everything
that was sald. I could go on getting the drift of
the play and putting,perhaps,some of my own thot
into it and missing some very unpleasant inuendos
enjoysdsmuch without embarrassment---for jokes
are the ‘hardest things to hear because almost
invariably the speaker's voice drops a littaa whae;
it comes to the point------- But I can quite
understand now,what causes the Press of the
country to slam New York on the uncleanness of it
plays---- However,as I said,l enjoyed it more
than the rest of the party,perhaps. Afterwards
Frank insisted on taking us to a Cabaret--and it
was the first time that Will,Winifred and I hag
been to such a place----We enjoyed it--and the
girls who danced and sang interested us very much:
OQur table was the ons nearest to them below the m
musicians platform,and it pleased us to see how
their glances at us were dirscted to the ladies r;
rather than to the men. Indeed,one little girl
and I became so friendly that we eXxchanged
cordlal smiles--I felt quite in it.

Will,Billy and I left San Jose Saturday
afternoon.,and reached Van Nuys a little after
eleven o'clock Sunday morning. John iac.came over
from Santa Monica--and he and Elilzabeth edlebratae
their birthday--which is really on the 8th--but
we could not all be together on that day.
Later,Will and I came down here and this morning
he left for Los Angeles. There 1s some pressure
being brought to bear to have him as Superintenda
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San Jose
July 31 19238

Children dear: .

Such a lovely visit as I am having with
will and Winifred: ‘They are such worth while
dears. When you come to California you will
feel as though there had been no interregnum
in your acquaintance and love--1 am sure.

Will is making a wonderful record as
an educator and executive. There 1s great
pressure being brought to bear on him now %o
take him back to Los Angeles, this time as the
superintendent of the Los Angeles Schools. 1t
will pay him $12.000 a year, something more than
‘he is getting here although each year here will
bring him in more money. This is a place where
he can stay as long as he lives--Los Angeles
will prove too much in the way of conflict to
be enjoyable as he growse older. Here,he is
near Stanford where he is well known and honored
and where he is able to work with the educa-
tional powers of the state instead of working
againet them all. Of course he has been in
conflict with Eerkeley this year---and has
beaten them in a way that has brought him into
more prominence. Educational institutions
s ow much of human jealousies just as medical
institutions,and Will is a brave leader of what
he considers the right----and his senses of humor

softens many a sharp blade that wounds and heals
at the same time.



John is in Santa mMonica working in the garage
for Lawson. Billy has grown and developed as
have all of the children in all of the families.
He is re-reading the story of Serah,in order to
"talk with the author" about it. And he certainly
hae asked many questione. "The best Bible story
I ever read."I presume it is for I imagine it
is the onlyOne he ever read.

Ruth is softening--not yet where ghe will be,but
really very lovable urderneath her intense
individuality. And Winifred/ Never so dear
.and sweet and pretty as now. She is growing
quite plump and it is becoming to her.

They have some lovely friends and they are t
being very kind to me. Every day is pleasantly
and inte restingly full.

Will has been teaching at Stanford during
the summer school. He finishes on Friday and
on RaxdaySunday,after church and lunch he and
Eilly and I start back towards the South,

I will go to Adams',Billy to visit Bobs,and Wil
to interview the School Boarde——w--..

We had a delightful trip up in spite of an
accident that might have proved serious. We
were making pretty good time down a rather
steep grade--Suddenly the car began swirling--
turning towards the bank down which we did not
care to go. Bobs was driving. He could not ;
manage the Brea steering wheel until we struck
& post and the nose of the machine was turned,
And just in time. A nail did the work. They
changed the tire and we limped into Atascadero
about five milees distant. There Was much work
to be done,and it would be noon the next day--.
it was then about five ¢'clock--before the car
weuld be ready for service again. I proposed |
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going on th San Jose--scmethig less than 300
miles farther --by stage,but jack telephoned to
Will and by eleven o'clock he was down there.

) We\ left the next morning a little after eix and

were here before eleven.

Will has & new Oldsmobile--the"best car
made." It certainly is & fine one and makes
55 miles an hour with as little fuss as the
Dodge does 35 milese.

When we go down Sunday we will stay all night
at Ventura,as the whole trip is too much for
one driver in one day. . Billy does not drive
because he still "goes to sleep" at times.

Jack and Ruth and Robs did not come on for they
had so little time,and Bobs and Billy were two
very disappointed boys.

It is very lovely here in the Ban Jose
valley. The hills that surround it are hillse
not mountains as we have in Claremont. It is
quite a bit cooler up here,too. But I am devoted
to Los Angeles,and do not think I would care
so much for the San Francisco country. Although
many people think San Francisco the only place
to live. Of course,I do not know San Francisco.
A friend of Winifred's is to drive us---Winifred,
Billy and me,up there on Friday--and I am to
entertain them for lunch. We are looking forward
to it as quite a lark.

I want to send you some clippings to show
you the attitude of the Democrate about Al.Smith.
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why,and the action how, and the ultimate results at will.

We are getting to a place where we can begin to understand
Eaxakimgx something about Life,if we care to take thes trouble
to analyze.

I did not write Sunday,for I went with the Rosses to
Cahon Pass for lunch. It is a beautiful little park in the
mountains and a little bit different from the ordinary pilcnic
park,in that it 1s sponsored by so many communities. The
plcnic tables are of cement,round,with four benches big
eno ugh to seat two psople and leave snough elbow room,and an
entrance for the bodiss on the seats without climbing over.

In the center of the table is an iron plate AEREXXRXREXKHAXX
dedicating it to some city near by and telling how far away
and 1n what direction that city lies. The SantaFe and The
Union Pacific R.R. each has an interesting stone or cement
bilding erected on the roadway dedicated to its interests.
The Mission Inn and Riverside has its building--and others, as
well have similar monuments. All very artistic--in their
appreciation of the surroundings. A huge place is built for
barbecues---A Bakery firm has erectied huge ovens for the
public to use for baking--4 meat firm has a huge place for
brolling meats---Another place for general cooking, frying etec.
All contributed by different firms and having an apropriate
plan and beauty of outline. Quite surprisingly interesting.

The painting and cleaning and gttling is at last finished,
This morning finds the house back to normal,and my mind is
cetting straightened ar-und after two weeks of upset,

But my quiet summer that I had planned on having is not yet in
evidence. Thursday evening about five o'clock, just after the
reading circle,I expect Elizabsth to come on the trollsy--I
shall have everything in readiness for a “"quicld meal" and we
shall start as soon as possible for Van Nuys in the Dodge.

I shall go to the hotel---altho I know there will be protests--
and stay that night,so as to disarrange as little as possible
the smooth,easy getting ready at Ruth's for a long drive on
Friday. San Jose 1s about 380 miles from Van Nuys--Jack and
Ruth,Bobs and I start about ten o'clock Friday mornijg to make
the trip to see the MacQuarries. 'They well return Sunday--

but I shall,probably stay over a week and as soon as sunmer
school 1s out at Stanfordfwhere Will i1s giving a course)on
August third--Will is coming down to Los Angeles and will bring
me back.Then I shall go to Hermosa and spend two weeks with
Adams before coming home, That wlll narrow down the "quiet
summer"to a yery few wesks before College opens again. But
there have been several pleasant memories that the days have

brought ﬁﬁigﬁ'so much of love for you all--

Mother






sweetheart, One of the apartments was not reated so there
was plenty of room for us all. Lemolne had come down that
afternoon and was to go back Sunday evening. The others were
to be there for a couple of weeks while Herbert and lMlary were
fishing in the mountains. Fred was with the Boy Scouts--but
he, too,wlll be at Hermosa in a few days.

While we were at breakfast--came John MacQuarrie. He 1is
in Santa Monica with Lawson,working in hls garage for the
summer. It was so dear of him to come to see Adams--for hhe
rest of us were a surprise for him. He spent the day--and
Cousin Louise came for dinner. Soon after that Jack and Ruth
came to take me home.After supper here they went back to Van
Nuys. Jack 1g so wonderful about doing things like that.

30 miles from Van Nuys to Hermosa---56 miles from Hermosa to
Claremont--and 48 miles from Claremont to 14233 Valerio St.

Baturday,while I was away,the painters dld the kitchen and
bathroom floors so that I have not been much inconvenienced
there, This afternoon a woman comes to clean,ahead of the
painters who come to tomorrow to do over the two bedrooms and
the breakfast room. So,by the end of the week I shall be able
to get things back into placs.

I mean to slough off much in the way of "things" during the
rest of this year. And I have begun with my books. I gave
Jack an extra bookcase--and more books than it would take to
£111 1t. There are some that Herbert may like to have--

And for you--- I have a set of Dickens that were once Grandpa
Graves--published in--about 1850 by T.B.Petersen..and with
illustratations by Phiz and Cruikshak etc. Rather nice to
own,altho nothing wonderful as to bindings. Would you not
1ike them? If Herbert does not care for the set of Balzac--
33 volumes--would you like them? They were with your father's
books---never have been much read. Herbert has not much shelf
room,he may not care for them,but I thought he should have a
vhance at them. I have a set of Maupassant in six volunes,
and a set of the Stoddard Library---lMother's last book pur-
chase--twelve volumes, that I shall discard. I think I shall
not keep many excepting novels--stories. All of the Bible
study books went to Javk--many of them will be of service to
him in his sunday school class. GZaXXakg Cddlege and high
school boys need extra reading you know. Uy Stephenson, Conrad
George Eliot,Thackery,etc.etc.etc. I shall keep a little
longer, Do not forget to tell me about the Dickens and

Balzac--
With love for you all----Mother



one from Vienna and one from Dresdan,were received
We can send a letter by airmail for five cents
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them. Quite a number of them are out here.
If I should wut in some slips from the papers---would 1t seem i
foolish to you? You know something of our humorist Will Rogers?

Claremont--California Harry Carr and I think he is a most
July 8 1928 important,wonderful man.

Loving you very much,
Dear Children: v Mother

~ The great and glorlous Fourth has come and gonse!
Although last night,when I was driving with lrs.and Mr.Ross
and mMiss Ross,l saw that 1t had not gquite gone for two
ehildren,at least. It was growing dark,and we saw a "Sparkler"
being whizzed through the alr. A girl of about twelve was
holding it,and a smaller child sat on the steps of the house
watching her. Not a particle of animation,not a stray
glimmer of joyful interest was in elther face. Was 1t a
forgotten bit of joy that had been left over? And were they
simply eetting it out of the way as a matter of duty?---Well,
do you know,it striick me that the most of the n:ise and fuss
this year was a blt of forced gayety. The very small boys
were excited enough and it was hard to walt untlil evening

to see the "fireworkd."  You know how much vim and joy Jack
used to put into the Fourth?---Now,he furnishes it fireworks--~
and is there, trying to revive old feelings---but the work is
given over to Bobs who sets off all the fire and bosses the
small boys---but Bobs does not know howto really enter into
"1t as his father used to do quite naturally. It all seemsd

so forced! And wheh Jack and I drove into town afterwards--
We saw just one lone Roman candle go off. [t was not quite

ten o'clock,but all excitement was over everywhere along the
line, ‘

This has been a very busy week. Getting the garden back

into shaps,putting up fruit ete,
Sunday Herbert and the family were here for supper. It was
g0 delightful. Tuesday evening Jack and Ruth came out and
stayed over night. Then I went back with them. David and Stuar
kept their 1ittle toy guns goling pop--pop--pop all day long,
and I invariably jumped pretty nearly out of my chair every
time they popped. I went down town and had some of the very
nice ice-cream that the girls are selling---Ruth and I had
a sort of catch-as-catch -can visit--but after the fireworks wi
were over in the evening-(firecrackers cannot be bought in
L.A.precincts,so we are saved that fire anxiety that used to
be a part of the regular programme,but there are honest-to
goodness flreworks for evening use to be bought) I was dead
tired and would not stay there all night,so Jack took me in
town to the quiet 1little hotel where I like to go.

About 9.30 Thursday morning he came for me and brought me
back to Claremont. After lunch he went back home and I went
to bed for an hour--only. At two o'clock our neighborhood

reading cir i
g cle met wity Mrs.Ross,and I read aloud for some



two hours eof more. Punch and cakes were served,and then in
the evening I went driving with the Ross family. They are so
good to me in that way,now that I am alone and have no driver
for my car. :

I have put up,and stowed away, 9% pints of plum conserve,
17 glasses of plum jelly,and 2% pints of apricot jam with
pineapple and lemon to flavor.
I have cuite a lot more apricots to put up tomorrow. lrs.
Ross, the donor of the fruit. ;

I hope the painters will be here this week,but I failed
in getting hold of the man who 18 to do the work. So I do not
know if his promises will be fulfilled.

I had a dear letter form llary Louise Field. She misses
you so much. Says she does so many things for the baby just
as Helen did,and doing them makes You and the children seem
nearer to her,and yet makes her miss you more.

I have falled in getting over to Upland,don't know when
I shall meke it for the girls will not be up,probably,before
they come back to school now that they are all so busy.
I have just finished a yellow sweater with gold thread 8tripes
for Elizabeth. She to have a yellow skirt to wear with it,
I am now making a pink one for Margaret and have the yarn for
an orchlid one for Falth. Mary and her daughters seeing the
one for Elizabeth and the preparations for the other two----
were pleased,and the girls suggested that they would be glad
to have one--and the little boys sald that I might make them
one, too--1f I did not mind. And Adams must have one for her
birthday in September---so there will be other things to do
as well as house .and garden work.

Then, too,I have brought out the Galahad notes,plctures
etc.to try and get them in somne sort of shape,some sort of
detalled notes as to when this,that,and the other thing were
done and why and how. Then I can throw away some notes and
have a more definite idea of the twelve years spent there.
Of course,Wilder William asking me to write him a sort of
- history of Galahad was the moving motive for my doing this
but, perhaps, the real reason is that I would like to put it
in shape so that Will and Jack,especially Jack,can get a
bird's eye view of the years there,and clear their thought of
1ts having been twelve yezre wasted. But,to fill it out,I
suppose I should write to such of theold boys as we know any
thing about and ask what they really got out of Galahad---
Perhaps not put the point blank question but word it so that
if they should answer me,we might discover if the school hagd
really been of service to them in the years since then.

But that would be quite a chore,would it not? Perhaps,if I
g0 east next year,I might see some of the boys ahd talk with



y wheel--I cannot

pend on having a car.

put a spoke in m
yNOr anywhere else where I de

TJis work of my four chauffeurs has

get out to Upland

Claregyont--California
July let.1928

Dear Helen and Wilder:

I really expect to meke this lepter one almost wholly
a letter to Helen,for from what has been sald in two or
three letters lately,I fear I have not answered you as
clearly as I should have done----and perhaps have left some
questlions unanswered entirely. :
S0,I have brought out all of the letters that have cone
from both of you since Mareh 18th,and I mean to see that
all questlions are answered. I know how horrid it is,
especially when so many miles divide us,not to have one's
guestions answered.

The first question that I know needs an answer is the
one in your letter of that date,Helen. It was just a note
telling of the stockings that you had bought,and asking if
I had a picture of Father for Jeff's book. I will look
over the »ld plctures just as soon as I can get into the
boxes in the garage. I have bsen walting until the girls
were gone and I should be here alone,and some questions
settled as to what was to be done to the house etc. before
I should tackle that job.

Mr.Rich wanted to know my plans for the future before
he should decide to put on another room for me. I have
decided now. I shall leave Claremont as soon as my lease 1is
up --July 1st.1929, I have seen, to my utmost satisfactlon,
that I must be free from the care of a house and garden.

I must live in a way so that I can be free to g0 and come
without upsetting everything so dreadfully. I came home
from Herbert's Friday. Could not even wait until they should
cget home. They had telegraphed they would be home that
evening---but everybody was busy in the Inglis famlily--

and it was more convenient---or less inconvenient--for
Ellzabeth to bring me that afternoon.

8o-- I hope to get into looking over things etc.very
soon, But I would better not send 1t to you until you reach
~lMontreal? = You would not.care to have it sent across the
sea?
The next letter you wrote me was the ones written on ship
board and malled May 1l4. You wers beginning to wean Jeff.
Yyou wrote an interesting letter but there wers no gquestions
asked. Then came the interesting postcards with several
notes on the backs--but no questions,

Then the last one,written June 3--and enclosing the



He came to see her the day after I wrote
God bless you all---Mother

you and then he came again on Wednesday--altho she had even been back
to school. He shook his head and protested that he was never so sur-

I have been out to dinner today--such a good

dinner and such friendly neilghbors.

of Pat's having scarlet fever

prised in his life.

photos and asking if any of your lett :rs have gone thru.
to me,and telling of your strenuous week while Wilder was
in Berlin. But the only question was as to father's
birthday which I immediately answered as July 13%th.

That is all that I can find,my dear. Wilder has spoken
of my visiting you in Montreal and on the envelope of his
latest letter,written June 9th. he wrote--"Have you not
received Helen's two letters asking you to come to visit
us? We don't know what sort of house we will have but hope
it can be arranged at both ends as we want to see you so
much." Well--do you know,even if I had never received
a direct invitation I should not have hesitated about
taking the first opportunity to visit you--for if you had
no extra room in your house,I should be more than willing to
get a room or small apartment outside---if I could only see

you.

progrém-gbg%vffwfiagegbgyhggggfﬁg Bgageh?grbgggeatgége ol
another year,I am going to make a "gosh awful" attempt to
cet to Montreal next summer--- Perhaps you do not like
that expression? It is the favorite expression of Harry
Carr (my pet newspaper man,) when he wants to be most
forceful. '

I was glad to get home again. There is so much that
I want to accomplish during the coming two months,in house,
garage and garden. The garage might be called the "store-
room”,I suppose,and there are trunks and boxes galore out
there. I mean to rey and weed out some things---but Adams
has almost as much there as I have.

The Inglis family have had a windfall--as to oppor-
tunity for work. A man wished to open an lce-cream parlor.
He phoned Jack to see if he knew of two sisters who would
undertake to run it. Jack saild he had two daughters who
might be interestzd. Margaret will be in the store again
this summer and Elizabeth will be in summer school for six
weeks--but the three girls and Bobs have taken it over.
They have all the responsibility--but no money invested.
Elilzabeth and Margaret will be there evenings. Bobs and
Falth will take the brunt of it,however. And immediately
Bobs"-the man o'the hoose"is very much annoyed because the
girls think they know something of the running of an ice-
cream parlor----- "It 1s to laugh-"--Of course,he has never
had any responsibility before---excepting as a boy scout--
and naturally he knows best--how could it be otherwise? bLut
he 1s a darling boy, just the same---and not so very fond of
work elther. -They will do well,I am sure,for the whole four
are nighty attractive young people.

OCh dear,how hard it was fopr the Dr.to give up the ideg



day of the coming week---things that will balance but will
cost but 1little. ©She spent a whole evening on it and I
was grinning to myself all of the time. But,you see,Jean
knows me better---she hacs been in the home at Claremont,
has seen me with the other girls,has sampled our meals
that were planned by Elizabeth--see?

Well,I have decided not to stay in Claremont after
next June. The lease on the house runs out the first of
July. Elizabeth graduates in February and will go to
Madison for her M.A. Mary has asked her to stay with her.
Margaret graduates the following February. They will go
into the dormitory the year of'29 and '30. and I will pay
for their rooms and they willl apply, immediately for the
opportunity of waiting on table at the Inn for their
board. The Inn,the official hotel for tourists,is owned
by the college. There they have the diningroom for gusests-
the Commons for the students,and a cafeteria for the public
There are thirty of more X girl students walting on tablses
there,and some of the best and most popular of the students
Boys, too,serve tables in the Commons.

It would take thres hours a day of their time. There are
many reasons why I can ses an advantage in it. Well---
Jean has not been provided for---and there are many ques-
tions yet to be decided. But I shall give up the houss,
and will, probably,zo to the beach with Adams. I shall have
no rent to pa$y--the gas and lights will be much less--the
water is furnished,there will be no garden--and the only
bill that will be large wiil be the food bill which will
be very much less than at Glaremont--so I can handle scme
obligations that I shall undertake in lieu of the house
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the neck was still stiff. The Dr.had prescribed rubbing
with Baume Bengue--and I did so,making no remarks nor
showing anyn repugnance to doing so. She slept well last
night but told me this morning that her neck was still
sore. I told her that we would rub it again,1f she desired,
after breakfast. She went to thes bathroom and freshenad
herself,I freshened the bed and got her breakfast,and
vhile she was eating it I talked a bit about Christian
Sclence. You recall,perhaps,that Pat sometime ago elected
to go to the Science Sunday School? But her father and
mother finally persuaded her to go back to their church-----
Well---she had evidently wonderad why I had not spoken
before,and asked me to read to her----Jean came in and at
my suggestion--urged by Pat--stayed to hear the readling.
Then Jean went to start dinner and Pat and I had another
talk and Then I left her to sleep and I made the rest of
the beds----and here I am.

Thie is the "half-way" house for all of the "kids" in
town,1t seems to me. Every one of the boys in the neighbor-
hood of Fred's and Deak's age congregate here in the yard--
and in the boys room,but do not venture farther than the
kitehen. And even in the kitchen they do not feel quite at
home---- But the older ones--from sixteen to twenty--are
absolutely at hotme in every nook and corner of the houss.
Every room seems to be home to them. They follow the girls
into the bedrooms--anywhere, just as a brother would.

It rather startled me at first--but I caught the atmosphere
very quickly,and have accommydated myself to 1t. They

accept me in the same free and easy way. Lemoine Blanchard--
who is Pat's "other self" calls me "Dada Dean"and is as

sure that he 1s on the same plane as the Penfield children
in my estimatlion,as though he were an actual member of the
family. The only line he,or the other boys seem to draw

1s the line of meals. They do not expect to eat here--or
sleep here.

Pat and he are lovers in the most matter-of-fact,
frank way that is possible to imagine. There appears to be
no sexual attraction---it 1s like to two boy chums.

But to go back to Pat. She is rather shy of me. Has had
the 1dea that I did not really like her. It must have been
pretty hard for her,sensitive and shy as she is,to plan the
meals and serve as she has done. Besides that worry and fear
come other things have come in to worry her,as well--and
there one has the exciting cause of her sickness.

But she will not fear me any more. I told her that she was
too obedient. Her mother wanted us to become well acquainted
and to obey she knew of no other way than to be sick so as
to force a real intimacy bstween us.

I think she thought she must have company meals,and so
spent more money than she thoughtTshe should,and that worried
her too. Now Jean has taken her week of responsibility,and

QQL,sat down----- Just as her Dada Dean has done so very often---
and with pencil and paper figured out what to have for avery



I was greatly interested in the work of
Drs.Foerster and Vogt. I suppose the thing
that made the most impression on me, the
thing that stood out so strongly that I

© do want to speak of it espscially,is the
1dea of Dr.Foerster of the "out-soul'the
out-consciousness." : :

I suppose that 1s the part of us that
doss not die? that is eternal amm as God is
eternal? That is what is "made in the image
and likeness of God"? For certainly these
human bodies are not His image and likeness.
Well---you are studying the material law of
the material body, the body that dles. Now,is
there not a spiritual law that is the law of
the "out-soul"? 1s not the "out-conselousnes
governed by law? = Did you read that book
of the heavens that I sent you? Wers you abl
to understand the immensity of the universe?
And yet,that universe was'held together,was!S
governed,by some force,some law that could be
seen,1f not understood, could be proved, if not
comprehendad, by finite mind.

I suppose it is true that a spiritual law
cannot be comprshended by material sense--
but thsre is such a thing as spiritual sense?
Life,Truth,Love--cannot be 8xplained by
material law,can they? Yet,in splite of that,
do we not know that there is nothing more
real,more eternal than Life,Truth and Love?

When I was with you in RiverdalgWilder
Jr.was puzzling over God. I t>1d him that

God was Love,and that ths mors he loved his
father and mother and sister the mdOre he

\



would be able to understand God. His face brightened--

he understood what I meant. God was something very real
and very understandable---even though he could not see

or handle Hin. Now,I ask you--what is the real man.

Is he the material man who 1is sick,vho sins,who dies?

Or is he the "out-soul"? If he is the Out-soul" is it
not sensible to study the laws that govern him?

Would I ask you to give up the study of the material man?
Oh no---but would it not be well to study spiritual needs
and laws too? If the real man is spiritual might not
Spirit govern the material man? why the material man
might be called the counterfelt man,might he not?

Just think about it a blt,dear Wilder.If you do so--there
will be other questions that wlll follow in your ning;
different,perhaps,from what have come to me,but questions
that you may nhandle your own way in ths search for Truth.
For that 1s what we ars both secking.

Helen dear,l do hope the extra work that came durlng
yous,week of "rest" did not make you too tired to enjoy
the trip with Wilder.----- Ch dear,I cannot recall if I
sent any money for you to get something for the children
on their birthdays.

T am anclosing a 1little note to you from Cousin
Florence. Ruth is getting well very fast--there 1s much
more that I want to write--but other things are walting.
With all love for you all

WMother



Of course they will respond,gladly and fully, Why should they
not? You have proved yourself as a man of ability--they will
Claremont . all want to be representsd. I am esending
June 3 1928 a few clippings of Claremont Colleges--Hope you
will be interested.

; Children dear: : githdlozg-~Mothfr "

STk he month an the service is
alwan, oush She Fadle Peon Yna inias Ol ey AR s
that seems more like homs to me than any other church in ths
city--that,connected with-other minor reasons,has determined nme
to have a lone service here at home this morning. It releases
the girls and some heavy finals come tomorrow.

nis
he 4th

I ever
¢

Such a red letter week as this has been! Dr.and Mrs.K.
came over Monday---and I was at home! I went to Upland yes-
terday--and they were at home! Although I dld not see the Dr.
He was sleeping and she did not want to disturb him. Their
garden looks like an exhibition garden--1it 1s so pretty and so
absolutely well cared for. We went out to see the flowers--
and I was amused as no one else would have been,I am sure.

I am inveterate wholesaler I am sure. His pentstemons were
lovely---but there was only ‘about a dozen of them--while I have
a hundred or more. A dozen is only a taste to me,you ses.

The same way with the other plantg------ I have over fifty of
the lovely Baby's Breath---- I have nearly as many of stock,
Oceans of petunias--Quantities of the attractive ice-plant---
indeed the ice-plant makes such a showing at times that every
one that sees ths place 1is pleased----The biggest calla 1lilies
I ever saw--I @&am® don't know how many of them there are--
T
A
m

yaar of sxistencs

--the third--and then t

the most restful auditoriums

aracter.

he vhole side of the yard with dahlias coning on---

nd others,the same way. But--that does not mean that I think

y garden better than Rawxxmx-Dr's. They have two enormous
orange trees,coverses with green ones and big ripe ones.lrs.X.
asked if we did not want her to"hoe" us some oranges! and she
took the hoe and hoed down four great beauties for us!

They have two beautiful Orange and brown Lantanas-~I have six
coming on--not in blossom yet and quite small--Two bright
yellow--two lovely pink as well as two like theirs. And now I

am going in for ferns. I have a dozen or more--but we will go to
the mountains nesxt week and get a wholesale supply. But is not
that cahacteristic of me?Most people are content with two or
three grandchildren--but I have sixteen plus thres. In Spokane

I always had more than the regular number in the family--I am
still ahead of myx the usual allotment for seventy years of age--
I think 't is very funny.

y this year,its first

Muslc 15 one of
was in. Simple,but psrfect in ch
one dormitor
fall the second will be ready--next fall

Bridges Hall of
Scripps had

But T want to tell you a littel story to illustrate the
age in which we live. Several of the frats.have cabins at
Balboa--6n the ssa. A pienic party went from here to Winston's
frat.cabin and he took El zabeth,of course.Jerry took Frances,
a Van Nuye girl--a stranger to all of the rest--to his frat.
cabin. Wington 1s in love--very dzeply--with E.Jerry 1s Just



another Junior--as far as we are concerned. Carroll is a rival
of Winston's and a member of the same frat. There is the setting.
In the afternoon Carroll wanted E.to go out on the water
with him. To prevent that Winston reminded her that they had
promised to go over to the other cabln to ses Frances. So they
went, and Jerry offered to take them back in his canoe,
The wind was blowing,the waves wers high and neithr Jerry nor
Winston was especially skillful with a canoe. E.sat in the
middle swaying from one side to the other trying to keep the
thing right side up. She does not know much about boats,but
swimming is her athletic game. She was enjoyling it more than
~the boys were,doubtless--a small steamer passed them--its wavas
struck them broadside and over they went. E.saw it coming,it wa s
& new experisnce for her and Joyfully she leaped into the water.
Not so the boys--they were thrown in and immediately Jerry
struck for shore---safety first being his motto,evidently.He
had no responsibility for the boat,let alone its passengers,altho
he knew that Winston was only a fair swimmer. G
Winston came up under the canos--E.tipped it up and told hinm to
strike out--"I can't",he said,and went down. She got him and
told him to cling to the boat--then she found an oar and
paddled the boat and clinging Winston, to shore. As soon as they
got into shallow water,of course,thsrs were plenty to help them
land while Jerry looked on---- Oh that picture of his swinméng
to safety,wlth no sense of any responsibility tickles me so
that sometimes I wake up in the night and laugh about 1t.
Naturally the campus is alive with the story of how Elizabeth
saved the lives of two men and brought the boat to shorae.
But that is not quite the end of the story. Winston and Elizabeth
ware wet,and wanted to come home--a matter of fifty mmiiax
miles or so-- Carroll was there alone,having taken no girl as
long as Elizabeth was otherwise engaged--so he offered to
bring them home--He did;and the hardest part of the whole trip,
for Hlizabeth,came then. If she talked to Winston,Carroll
had nothing to say--if she talked to Carroll,Winston had
nothing to say--if she talked on general subjscts she did all
of the talking----and silence was like a suffocating blanket--
Xhe lot of "frail,delicate maildenhood”is still difficult-----

It was so zood to see Helen's handwriting again,and the
picture she drew of the way shs would feel as she was being
Jerked along on the trip was very funny. I am so glad that
Priscilla 1s growing more robust--Is that the proper word?
Thank you for the pictures you sent. :
dow 1interesting Prof.Fosrster and his family must be,I am so
2lad that they are taking pains to make you feel at home. And
he 1s glving Wilder much that he wants,evidently.

Mrs.K,says ghecLumbago has been driven away--never to return,I
QO hope. ee here,Wilder boy,fear of those authors not pejg
willing to respond r,. tne book is no way to approach them or it,.
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yoy that the girls do not feel they should let
me go entirely alone,now that Adams 18 not here.
When we returned we found a surprise here
for us. Adams came on the trolley Just kmfzx
after we left for church. She was homesick and
wanted to see us. We immediately went to the
garden and she laughed at and approved of every-
thing I had done. 8She took up a few more things
she wanted for her window boxes--or porch boxes--
and after dinner Elizabeth offered to take us
back to the beach. So we got Carroll to sit
with araxdrkxayxzxmakixagy Elizabeth and do some
of the driving and loaded up some things that
Afams could not take down in the first big load--
and left at three getting back at nine. Sunday
traffic slowing up the ordinary speed.

The week has been slow,nothing to interest
anybody. Wednesday night I went to the movies
here in Claremont with the Ross famlly,a nice
1ittle plcture,and on Thursday night the same
party went to Pomona to see the screen play of
Ramona. We four have seem the Romang Pageant,
have re-read the book and have now seen the
screen--and we feel that we qulte know the story
yet are not in the least bored with it.

Bobs broke his arm in football--the first
spring scrimmage--They thought it was only
wrenched at first--but it was fractured after
21l. A bitter pill to stop his practice.

I feel ashamed that I have not more to
write---Working in the garden for so many of
the morning hours--doing housework for the rest

of the mornin% ——takin a nag after lunch--seems
to leave me stupid 1n he afternoon. And that 1s

a2 horrid thing to say. I do love you all. Mother



Claremont California
May 21 1928

nildren dear:

I am not often away from home but it 1s when I am

Moth

way that the Xermotts almost always come over here. I

®

as disgusted to find,when I came home from the city,

w
Friday
Saturday,that they had been here and left some plctures

of the Riverdale family and some postcards from the same

ginning to think very
ead when you come home

,and know that I love

you very dearly. I stopped work in the kitchen to get this letter
written before the postman came---but he fooled me and came early--

family in Obernigk. I was glad that they left the plctures
for me to see,but sorry that I did not sse them. The
plctures of the children made me rather homesick,I fear.
It has been a long time stnce I visited you in New York---
and I wonder how long it will be before I see you in
Montreal!

This is the last week in classes for this college ysar

Next week exams.begin.And everything seems in confusion.

I will save 1t for you to r

Last Wednesday afternoon the girls gave a bridge party--

Friday,Margaret and I went to the city in the afternoon---

year,prove that many people are be

by Stewart Edward White and Judged as one of the Bsst 8
differently of life.

after her visit to the dentist(she 1s wearing a brace,

Give my love to each and all of you

having her teeth made straight,) we did some shopping and £k
then went to see Gloria Swanson in"Sadie Thompson" 1t is

very well worth seeing. Gloria was Sadie. Saturday eve.

and Handsome"
stories of the

verhaps.

the girls went to the Senior plays---three one act plays
written by three seniors and staged and acted by them.

After they came home they,and thelr escorts came in and
around the grate fire ate popcorn and toasted marsh-

s T



mallows,Faith sang to her Uke.and the radlo helped out
while they danced,etc.etc.

vasterday after church and dinner etc.such as washing
their clothes,doing some cleaning--and giggling----They
studied---then glggled, then gtudied and giggled again

vho could have
until bedtime. 1 never saw three sisters xmaxkad so much
fun together.

1 am so glad that the Foersters are proving so friendly
and congenial. Germany over-crowded? That seems strange to ne
someway. But is 1t not true that more and more the nations
are mingling with each other? Passing back and forth in
other countries,and now the movies are making us to under-
etand each others mentalities,and the radio and the ailr
ghips are bring us ecloser in touch--soon we will be one
big family----in gplte of wars and rumors of wars. War
nae certainly received its death blow,however. Japan and
China are looking fiercely at each other---but nelther one
wants to do what the rest of the world will condemn. There
never was a time when such a horror as the last war could
go quickly and easily be forgotten. We were taught to hate
Germany--even &asg Germany was taught to hate all other
peoples,but there was too much of divine Love in the world
to make it permanent. And the xnowledge of divine Love 1is
growing €0 rast. Lazurus Laughed 18 making many people to

think---and many stories,such as the one called "Free,Wide



Claremont
May 15 1927

Dear Children: .
Now look at that,the fifteenth day of May--and

the girls go home on the seventh of J ne--or the ninth,rather,
and just a month from today I go to Herbert's to stay with
the children for three weeks whlle Herbert and Mary are

on the Northern trip with some other Kiwanians.

You nay be surprised that I am going to take a bit
of responsibility like that? I am rather surprised myself--
for I am not looking for responsibility that may worry me--
but there seemed no other way,and they appreciate my attitude
and everything will be made very easy and pleasant for ne.

Some time ago Mary asked Adams if she would stay
with the children for a couple of weeks,she had done that befo;
and 1t gives her a little extra spending money,and she enjoys
& certain amount of responsibility. Also the 1little boys
were delighted with the idea for to them it meant fudge etec.
to their heart's content. But Adams has taken charge of the
apartments at Hermosa and she can not very well lsave at
that time of the year. I offered to take her place there--
becausgse she would have had everything in order by that timse,
and 1t would only need some one to be on hand to ans wer

cguestions and rent anything that could be reanted----- and I
like to be there,too. 1 saw my mistake from several angles
while I was there on Sunday----- so I flopped very suddenly

and told Herbert and Mary I would take her place with the
chuldren. Adams was relieved but rather surprised to find
that the change had been made e0 easlly and every one was
satisfied.

My garden was the one great thing to be planned
for---Here in California the watering 1s quite a question
of every day work. Herbert has never given his girls much
lee-way as to driving the car,but he has agreed that Pat.
may drive me home once a week---with the little boys and to
stay over night so I can water all the evening and cultivate
early in the morning---but Jean is too nervous to drive.

I wae warned that I would have trouble for Jean thot she was

a better driver than Pat. However,Jean is in school,doing

some extra work and works at Kress' on Saturdays. So,we will
come up here on Fridays. I cannot make candy--but the boys
like to be read to--and you know I can do that. Fred is a greaf
reader and reads aloud to Deak.a great deal.

Tork in college 1s over on the sevemth of J ne---
high schools not until thg 29th.of June. The girls are planning



a house party---i1f the apartments are not all rented by that
time,and they are not,ususlly,before the firat of July,after
hhe publie schools are closed----going down on the seventh,
and staying over until Friday evening. I shall g0 with them
and furnish the "eats",the girils taking charge of the prepa-
ration of the food ete.and Adams furnishing the rooms---for
elx boys and eix girls. An apartment for each group,and I will
sleep in her apartment with her.

I suppose Jean and Pat would like the same opportunity
to entertain their young frlends---and perhaps that is in
the plan for the summer. There is not much of what one might
call monotony in 1life,is there?

I was 8o much interasted in wvhat you said about the
"glia-cells" etc.T-11 me more. And about Breslau and the
opera ete. If I do not take much time in writing comments
on what you write me,it 1s not because I am not interested
but because I spend too much time in giving my own goseip.
I am writing asainst time now, for I want this laetter to get
off when the postman comes.

I have written every week,I am positive,not always on
time,however., I am sure the letters have come to hand by
now,

It was lovely »f you to send the cablegram dear children,
Ray wrote me a Mother's day letter to be recelved among the
megsages from the other members of my family--and A1l of the
Penfields and the Ingli were with me at the Beach on Sunday---
“xcepting,of course,George and Wilder---and Faith who was at
Laguna for a week-end house party and Elizabeth who,with six
other girls walked up 01ld Baldy, coming home after dark;at
midnight the flash lights showed the way into the housg--ona
of the glrls staying with her here.
dow wonderfully blessed I am with the love of my children!
God bless them all here and in Germany.

With all love for each and every one of you,
Mother,

I beat the postman---for he is late.
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the year. But then,there are flowers to reward you every month and gvéry day
in the year. And here I have taken up a whole vage--saying nothing.

Last Friday Elizabeth took Adams and me in town. The car was loaded to the
top with Adam's things that would not go in the huge trunk that was to be sant
by express. And wve drove many miles before turning towards the beach. We went
to Hollywood and while Elizabeth went to see her oculist--I did some shopping.
Ws went into Hollywood's most exclusive store--and I bought me a new hat--While
1t was being packed I wandered around the store and to my horror discovered,as
I passed a long mirror that I had---in the hurry of getting away from home--
forgotten to change my garden shoes to besttar onass. They were not the very
most gardeny ofv'shoes but the ones I wore when Just watering,you know. They were
passably good shoes,but had forgotten they ever were black. I gasped--and
asked where I could find the nearsst shoe-shining place,and almost every one
on the floor enjoyed,with me,nmy dismay. At least,all of the clerks smiled--or
grinned--at me,and I grinned back,and they learned my name,and called me Mrs.
Penfield in a most friendly way----- I felt I was among friends,althouzh I had
never been in the department before. The shoss looked fine after they had been
shined.

Elizabeth could not have her glasses before three or after,s0 Adams and
I went to see a pilcture--"Sunrise"---I1t was nearly six o'cloek before we came
into Hermosa. We had stoppred for the keys of the apartment but they would not
turn in the lock. We worked and worked--and finally managed to get into one of
the downatairs apartmsnts. But her apartment where all of the supplies,as bed-
ding, toilet paper,stec.ete. was upatairs. There was no gas,and no electriec light
turned on down stairs. It was a gldomy sort of a wgy to recsive a poor woman
wvho was go tired she ecould hardly %eep going,and so sort of inclined to be
homesiek at being left alone there,under the best of clrcumstances---but we
went up town and I invited them to dine with me at "Jack's Place"--the best
that seemed to offer----and we had a very good meal,and the "Trouble Electri-
cian " promised to come soon and turn on the lights,and Adams promised to go
un town again for breakfast,and said she had an old sheet wrapped around somne
things and the beds ware there,and plenty of blankets,and she had a towel she
ecould scon find. So we left her,getting home here at about nine o'elock. I
have not heard from her gines,hope to this noon.

On our way in we stoppsd in Pasadena and I bought tickets for"Lazarus
Laughed"-- for Faith and ms for Wednesday evening. I never go to a play,it is
80 hard to hear,but I know the argument so well,and am so desirous of sseling it
that I could not resist the urgs. .

There does not seem to be much that you would he interested in hearing =z
about--the daye are full,but not 8speclally exciting. Nothing new that would




May g 1ntéresting reading,you know.  How I watch for your letters--ilow much
there 1is in your lives that I am hungry to know----I hops you all get the habit
Claremont--California of thinking and speaking in German. I Just know that Helen

May 8th,1928 Has made,and will carry out,wonderful plans for the
- , children--and that the summer will be a fine one for you
Dear Children--one and all: all. With love for you---Mothar.

The housge is in the early morning cdénfusion of papers and books out of
plaéé,and an unmede bed-~dishes washed but not put away in thelr placés,but
eome work has bsen done in the garden,not as much as planned——Bor 1t is a most
beautiful cloudy morning for transplanting ste. I was driven in by rain--big,
gldrioué drops that we all hope may bring a downpour. 'I am rather on the de-
fensive about that garden,for all of my nelghbors are saying,"But what will you
do without Mrs.Smith to work in the garden?” Of course,l can't say--"Humph,I
have had some quite acceptable gardens even bafore ilrs.Smith came to be with me®

It would not sound well,you seg---s0 the only thing I can do is togrind my

' and vow

teeth and clench my hands an&wzg;36Yes,the garden will surely miss her,'
to myself ﬁhat the sarden shall not miss her,that I will show them that I am a
ga;dener too.-v ----- That's all very well,but I have not the same insistent desirep
to dig and weed that I once had---sometimes 1t goes qulte agailnst my feelings

to put dn my garden clothes and take up the hoe and spade,but I enjoy it when

T oncse gét to work,after all,and I would rather do it than have no flowers. At -- e
the same time gardening in California 1is much'harder than gardening ln Wiscon-

sin. There is no let up--you have to keep at it évery month and every day in



'he P.0. could not send a money order to Spain,it seems,and Jack drew a draft for
the money for Faith and we sent it to the Paris address.

Box 169 Route 1

van Nuys,California

July 17 1924
Dear Children:
_ 1 shall e gled when 1 know that you are ocut of hot Madrid. Eut how many
lovely things you will have to remember of your stey there, I am glad that you have
been associated with such {ine men---and never mind about the Spanish courtesy,degr
boy. But your telling of your discomfiture when the four insisted on paying for the
six coffees did surely bring a hearty laugh from me for 1 could see the grim set of
your jaws and the slight whitening of your face.

No other pictures have been sent to me and so 1 am sure that these were all
mine,still,to bte very sure 1 wrote your mother about it yesterday. But oh I am so
glad to have them and only wish I could strengthen the efficacy of my glasses some
100% so that I could get the features a little more clearly. nth knew,instantly,
what Wilder and Ruth Mary were doing,but 1 had to read the vack of the peture.Put
oh isn't that posture of Wilder‘’s too funny. 1 am sure that the two Wilders look
alike,and 1 am sure that they are alike tco, I hope Wilder Junior will love his
Neneen very very much when'we are together.The very fact of his not making friends
quite as quickly as little Ruth Mary mekes me long to hug him close,

All right 1 will try to plan to be on hand about October 15th, But still,
dear girl,wont it take you a little longer to get settled after a six months absence
than if you hed only been gone six weeks? You must not try to beat the record you
end Alice made last September,for things will be different. | hate to think of
your trying to sew with the sun as hot as it is there. | wish I could send you some
of this wonderful Celifornia summer weather. Of course,l know,that your father fell
in love over ggain with wisconsin when he was there this Spring. He has many grumbles
about the dryness out here,but when we speak of furnacé fires and cold drives and -
the summer storms of Wisconsin he does not say much, just locks a little sheepish.

lizabeth and Margaret were greatly pleased at the end of their second week
to have a ‘raise of a dollar on the weekly payments. Kdna and srna did not get the
reise so they mean to ask for it. But 1 guess their employers have found the same
thing that their teachers have found --"Whenever you give the Inglis girls anything
to do it is done." Preity good thing to say of anyone., They are still enjoyving
the work and the fun. =lizabeth says she has geined four pounds in the two weeks-
that is the only“fly in the ointment! Drinking rich milk end eating mayonnsaise on
her salads is doing it probably.

What heartbreaking thing do you suppose 1 am doing now!? Yfou will recall
the many trunks and boxes of "things" that 1 brought out here with me! Added to my
own troubles in the garage storeroom there are two trunks of Mrs Lewis' two trunks
of Addies---- she hag three barrels,a box and a machine in the cellar---- and a trunk
of Aunt slizabeth's, ‘The washing machine--tubs--and lawnmower and tools etc,etc.
Well-- I am interested in a hospital for crippled children. They have gent out a
request for anything and everything in the way of salvage. "Nothing too good and
nothing to bad" to take off your hands. After paying all the expensé of handling
their salvage department turned over to the hospitel over §12,000 lasy year. S0 z
am out for blood. The only trouble is that the only blood I draw is from my own
heart when I ruthlessly put sside something that has only a sentimental value for



myself. But some things are sacrificed every time I go through the trunks and

it has been nearly a year,if not qquite,since I made a real sweeping out thers,

This time I am giving away the trunks and boxes themselves so things have to go,

I faltered when it came to the dolls., And they went back into the trunk., I wonder
if,when Ruth Mary is a little older if she would have sentiment enough to care for

2 doll that her grandmother loved when she was a little girl? And would Wilder

care for the shells that I gathered for his father so many years ago on the California
coast? Of course I have thrown away the biggest part of them. But would you and

he care for some spe¢imans? You could not have them around without having some place
to keep them., Would you care to have a cabinet of souvenirs that he might add to as
he grew? T have a book "West Coast Shells" that would go with the collection,

Do you remember how 1 wanted you to learn the poem on the Chambersd Nautilus,Wilder?

loved the gathering of them ell for my own little Wilder--and then we never had a

plave where they could be preservadd, Thereare a very few of the Indian things

that Mother had amongst them,I think, Most of those have been given Robert to play
with,but they have no room for anything I would care for,

I expect Herbert and Mame will be home this week, I had g postal from Mame
or Mary as she signs harself now--and Sade became Sarah and now she is Eleanor---
from Lake Agnes they had just driven over from Banff, She simply said that they were
having a wonderful tr ip but would be glad to be home again, She hated to l:eave
California “in the Summer" and is glad to get back to it. You see,we even think the
brown hills are lovely,

I know you are having a time to decide what is best to do with the profession
al schedule when you come home, The trouble is that you do not want to lose one
thing that will be of benefit to you and one cannot do everything you know, But I
know that the way will be'clear when you return and are obliged to make the decision,
But it is hard to 'decide‘betwesn so meny profitable things. But you will have to earn
a living for your family., And when that is decided other things will shape themselves
and that is said with the full understanding that while a living is necessary it is
- not the only thing to be thought of in meking such a decision. After all the principal
thing is what you are to leave to your children, ‘The more I think about that the
more convinced I am that it is not so much wealth,or fame,or position, that counts
for them as it is yourself. 'ihe love and care and more than all the sympathy that
fathers and mothers give to their children as they grow into manhood and womanhood,
And that you two are doing,and doing together, I rejoice in that,

: But this is early morning and the boxes stc,are calling, Today I have to
decide what I am going to do with Galahad papers,etc. And that reminds me,I have
been looking over and classifying,as to years only,the letters you have written me
since 1909, I1{ makes a big pile, I do not like to leave them where there might be
danger of losing them and it makes too big a package to put in a strong box in the
bank, Would you like me to bring them with me and together we could look them over
and reduce the size of the package?  We might go over them and I could typewrite
what we wanted to save as a sort of journal?:

With much of love,and a prayer that you may all keep well and come home
safe, sound,and happy. °
Mother



August 4 1924
Dear Children:

The room looks anything buf inviting,all fo the bedclothes are in

the big chair--what is not out on the lawn--but I have my baék to it and can see
nothing but my typewriter and a few books--for even the curtains are drawn in fron
of my little typewriter table, |

Ruth and Jack went to Laguna Beach Saturday morning 1o visit Myrta
Hurbert.
Huxikuxt Soon after they arrived Cada and her husband--Myrta‘s sister-- came and the
four of them stayed over night, The Ingli coming home about six c'clock last evening,
Jack is so delighted that Ruth is dropping all undue sense of responsibility. And he
may be just as glad that Faith is not at all disturbed by taking on the dropped sense
of responsibility, Of course she is fifteen years old--but it is hard to realize
that Bobs and the two babies are just as well off with her as with their mother--bui
they are. I am enclosing a letter from M rgaret--you need not return it-- just
to give you a breath of the best kind of American girlhood, ‘Then I want yoﬁ to see
the class of girls who are serving in the cafeteria during .the Summer.

Herbert gave Mame a beautiful fur shoulder piece--made to order from
Gordon and Fergusen while he was in 5t Paul for xhxziranniversari present, It is
nice that he can do it---but there are compensations for those who cannot afford it.
I think Rutj and Hack get more real comfort out of their children,and one cannot
have everything in this world and I am thankful to say 1 do not think there is one
particle of feeling of envy when Herbert does so much for Mame and himself, Handsome
Wilder looks taller than ever on his crutches, I think I wrote you he broke his big
toe in the Plunge here at Van Nuys? We did enjoy the Thief of Bagdag so much.I hear

thet some do not like it--but I have not such a very great feeling of confidence in

their ability to like anything really good so I shrug my shoulders and keep as still



as I can., They are about the kind of people who sneer at fairy stories and all
imaginative stories etc, If it had been an ordinary story with the "eternal
triangle" it would have been all right. As it was it was like a breath of childhood
that was a delight, ’

I am as empty of ideas as ever, I am Just now living in Egypt through the
Ebers guiding that is so very entertaining--and instructive as well for I am quite
especially interested in the Kgyptian manners and.religion.

I shall be so thankful  hen fho 12th of August is come and I can think of
you and the blessed children as being in a cooler location. With a heartful

of love for you all--
Mother,

I have not heard a word from the Kermotts., and am disappointed for I wanted to

send you especial word, -



Box 169 Route 1

Van Nuys,California
July 27 1924 -

Dear Children:

¥r Lewis has just told me a funny little story--I had said to him,
"I think your wife has taken on herself the responsibility of worrying over the
Morris femily,don't you? With his hearty laugh he shouted-"You are just right. ™
"But it runs in the family., She has a brother who was earning a salary of about
$30.000 & year,and he was always worrying--'But what would I do if I should lose
my job?' That was twenty-five years ago and he has not lost his job yet.,"”

We have been having a few days of some heat but when I think of what
you are enduring I have nothing at all to say. It does not begin to get hot until
after ten o'clock and there is always a breeze,even though for a few hours it is a
hot breeze--and we do not have to stay up until one o'clock at night before it begins
to get comfortable. No,no,l do not want to live in Madrid. In the Geographic
magazine there mea some beautiful pictures of Spain Jack brought the magazine home
for me to see them, 1 have not read the article accompyning then as vet.

Besides many bleck and white pictures there are twenty-six in full color, ihe only
one from Madrid is of "Cne of the chief treasures of Madrid's meny picture gems,"
"The Surrender of Breda“ by velasquez,in the Prado Museum.. I looked at that longer
than at the others,because 1 was sure you two had seen it.

! I wish I had something of real interest to write you-- but nothing is
happening to us here. 'The house is receiving its new coat of paint that makes it
look fine. I am trying not to think of how much it is going to cost me, That is a
necessity that has been too long delayed in paying for. Stuart is really gaining in
flesh and stirength, Nct up to the mark of a seven months old baby by any means--but
getting on, David is most annoying with his tempers and general nervous condition,
But while it taxes Ruth's patience to the limit she is still holding her own all
right. Faith is happy with her vioclin lessons,and is putting in about two days a
week in the cannery where she can earn about 75¢ a day. She camnot give more time
for her mother needs her,but she is slowly building up a fund for the new viclin that
she must have this rall. Her teacher is loaning her a vioclin for the summer,and she
is making good use of it. = The violin she has always used has been a small one that
a neighbor had used--and now another member of the family is ready for it.

Margaret is still enjoying her work at Catalina--slizabeth is mot
enjoying it as.much--too many headaches etc, But Elizabeth writes that she is sure of
her tuition for the Winter anyway.

Thursday night Herbert and Meme,Jack and Ruth and I celebrate the
Summer anniversaries by attending the Thief of Bagdag-~~ Herbert.could not spare the
first of August evening because the Kiwanis have their evening at the Bowl then. So
we put it on the 3lst. I usually have the fomr to dinner on one of the days--but
this year it sis not seem wise to undertake it,

I have not heard from the fclks at Pomona since writing you before,
I mean to write Mrs.K,today,however. Of course I doa not look for an answer, I
think I shall enclose & postal askeing her to have one of the nurses--or Dr,or Roger

write me how she is--and I will send it on to you-~-if I get it,




If it were not that one knee is bent too much I should be walking off in great
shape now, But that stiffness will disappear soon and I shall be young again,
without doubt, I shall be all ready for the stairs a long time before I shall be
tackling them in your home, And by the way--it is about time that I said something
in answer to some things you have both said in your letters. Wilder dear,you say
I am coming this time as full guest--that it will not cost me anything after I get
to New York, And remind me kaw mm of how much money I shall be atle to save while I
am with yau for a_year, Well,you know,I giggle over that--for I never was known
to save any money in all my life, There has always been a dozen calls for every
dollar I have ever been able to get my hands on--and,while I hope I have some imagi-
nation,I do not seem to be able to get a vision of that, I am rather going it blind
in planning to get away, Herbert says--"certainly you can go,why not?" Then comes the
interest, insurance, --taxes wont bother until after I am gone---painting--and my
clothes. And thers again,Helen dear,you say "Don't get any clothes until after you
get to New York." Well--you know I might get arrested before I got there. I have not
bought any clothes since I saw you last--to speak of., I am still wearing some things
I bought before I went to Baltimore., I am going to wear out every last thing ‘T own
if possible,and get a whole new outfit, I am so sick of some of these thigs that
are so deplorably out of style,---And that reminds me,I have been looking over some
old stories that I cut out to read to the Galahad boys when they were ill-- Cut from
magazines not earlier than 1903--and truly it has been a funny experience, It does
- not seem possible that the clothes could have been so funny so few years ago, And
even the language--and the ideas of the stories,even written by such men as Stewart
White--are ancient. A young person of today would not stop for m a minute to look
at them. Tom Masson seems .the nearest up to date. I did not use to like him--
Perhaps he was,after sll,ahead of the times?

But to go back to the matter of clothes-- I will not buy more than I seem to
need for the present emergency,but if I am going to save as much money as Wilder
thinks--I can certainly buy all I need even to the home things that you wers so
dear as to offer to make for me, That was a lovely offer,but I think if you are
able to make for the children--and yaurself you surely should be excused from
making your mother's things. You are both darlings, As to how long I anm
to stay? I am making no plans, I still have the house on my hands, I think the
Lewises will stay through the Winter,but they are planning to go home again in the
Spring.

It tickled Robert to think of Ruth Mary losing herself in tle covers."But how
could she? How big a bed was it? etc. But I know how she did it. I have seen
frantic little children lose themselves in that way before. But what bothers me is
how could she be so wrapped up in covers when ii{ was so hot,and she with a fever?
Oh the degr,dear,children-~-how glad I shall be to see them again,

David has not paid much attention to me this past year--but just now he
is coming over once in a while for me to read him a story. And when he has all he
wants he simply gets up and without a word aside from "I guess I will go home now"
he marches off,
With much of love---Mother



« - Box 169 Route 1
- Van Nuys,California
August 17 1924

Dear Children:

I hope you are having as gorgeous weather as we are having right now. Every
one is predicting an early Fall--all over the country,I guess. We have had such a
wonderful Summer, Thres times we have had hot days for about a week and then cool
again, !

Herbert and Mame surprised me by coming over Friday evening. Mame looked
like a sick-bed,and as she has done so every time I have seen her since her return
I made some vigorous exclamation, ."Yes,but I am going to be well now." She had her
tonsils out on Monday. They were plum full of pus. They did not look so bad on the
outside,and one Dr said he did not think he would have thought there was any very
serious trouble there, Her Dr.was rather afraid of the operation for fear he might
. stir up some undeveloped trouble because of the trouble she. has had with her neck.
I think I wrote you there was a big tumor--or something growing there? But Dr,has
been treating it so that it has absorbed ,and then he lanced it--and still there has
been a ragged,ugly looking red welt about an inch or a little more to show where the
trouble has been. That welt looks paler already. And now she is told that the low
blood pressure,the headaches,the stomach irritation etc.have all heen due to the
tonsils---and now she is going to be better than she has ever been--and that she
will weigh 140 lbs,this Winter. She makes a little face at hhat for she and Herbert
have rrather boasted of their ex{reme "slenderness"--and sort of pitied any one who
showed a tendency to plumpness, Perhaps they were making a virtue of necessity?
We will wait and see, Jean is & little plumper than she has evem been--and in the
eyes of the rest of us,that much better looking--but she has been so afraid of
getting “fat" that she diets--when she thiks of it. It will be very funny-to ms-
if Mame sshould get a tiny bit "fat". But oh I do hope the dear child will get
better in health,

While they were here,Blanché and her mother came too. There is a certain

Mr Avery who has been very kind to Blanche and her mother--he is a particular
friend of Sadie's--or EaXanmxRXxasxskexisxzaixedxmsx."Eleanor" as she is now called.
I cannot tell how particular a friend he is,he has a wife--separated but not yet
divorced---and she has Milton--separated,but not yet divorced., And they help each
other out when they want company. She has seen all of Southern California in his
company. When he tires of restaurant cooking he takes something to her home,she
has"a very pretty house at the Beach- and she cooks it for him, He seems like a
-very nice man--looks,manners,personality,very attractive. Mame and her mother and
Blanche--and I suppose Herbert,too,like him immensely. The world has changed a
heap of late years. Once they would have been ostracised---now,there is some talk
but only by the old-fashioned folk,I guess. At any rate,he makes life easier
and plezsanter in many ways for Mrs.Hutchcroft and her daughters--and I expect they
meke life easier for him---so,I expect it is all right. And please do not read
into this any aspersion,or criticism;or any ligting of the eyes or shrugging of the
shoulderg=----- for"they aint no such animal" hanging around here, :

s Thinking of that.and of the girls at Catalina,and many other things--
it is not surprising that many of us have to step pretty lively to keep up with
modern methods and thougt, ¥



Ruth haed the most beautiful love-letter from Margaret yesterday. They did
enjoy her visit with them and for the first time Margaret seems to feel a little
homesick., She apologised for the rush and hurry and all the jabbering she did,
hardly giving her mother a chance to say a word--and adds-"But yet,behind all the
Bnetygtynxgbiﬂugznbiajtneﬁanyﬁs;onziqmz;n@gbeamxiini&xthaxzithniiznexexziaxgntx
hurry there is a sweet memory--so ctam and beautiful--that I shall never forget.
Seeing you,being able to touch you,and talking to you was fairy-like, Even though
we talked in a frenzy we exchanged silent thoughts,ideas and expressioms that cannot

be said or expressed in words." "Mother dear,you don't know,you can't know,
how I loved that visit of yours and how I'll remember it as the best thing of the
whole Summer." She and Elizabeth were to swim up to St Catherine's the next

morning and then were to try to learn to dive off the new float--They were to go early
so as not to have an audience."I hate to see people get a show.for nothing."
We enjoy the letters from the girls so much--I hope you have had some pleasure too.

I have been going through everything I own, I did the Garage some tims ago,
and this week I have been doing clostets etc,in the house. I certainly did bring a
lot of things out here with me. I have been giving away to Mame and Ruth whatever
they feel they can use. I told Mame she was the society member of the family and
the other evening there was a bax of paper lace doilies--Two sets of dinner cards--
ad things like that, I shall never entertain any more--Ruth cannot--and she does.
I have promised myself that not a single box,shelf,bag,shall escape rigid examination,
It does take time,and my old muscles that have not been exercising the past year
do cry out in protest sometimes.

Aunts Addie and Elizabeth spent Thursday with me, KElizabeth,especially,
colld not get over my being able to walk. I do not think I got out of my chair
once during the day that she did not express her.pleasure in.some way. ‘

Did I tell you that Will has his P,H.D.? And that he will,in all probabili,
stay on at Stanford? I hope he will, for he has.so many friends there and the
atmosphere is just what they both like. He told me to tell you that it would be
2 good thing if you could connect up with the Stanford medical department for the
doctors got about all they askdd for now, as the president was the former Dean of the
medical departmmnt. I know you will think of nothing but New York--and that is wise,
I expect,but oh dear it is so far away from the rest of us, After I once make the
break and blaze the trail between here and there I suppose it will not seem so hard
and I shall make the trip often. Just at present I am stiruggling to get the
right perspective on Winter.clothes. I imagine New York winters are not quite as
freezing cold as Wisconsin winters,

It is almost diner time,and Mrs Lewis will soon be in with my tray--and
of all the letters I ought to write,this is the only one on the way., I .am anxious
to get your first letter f om France. You leave the 27th? or the 29th,there seems
to be some difference of opinion.--Then I cannot write many more letters to you.
‘None after the first week.of September,

Loving you all in the sane old way,.
Your Mother.



August 25 19«4
Dear Children:

My machine is acting up in a very stirange manner=-imay have to take to the
pen before I finish this letter, It stops every once in a while-beides other
annoyances,

I have been going through things in a very leisurely sort of a way until now
I have received & jolt. Mr Harold Lewls snd his wife are going to tele the house

-

and live with his Idther and mother for the coming school year, They want to move

4

rom today., Jeck says I am foolish to make two moves-

in on the fisrt=dne week f{

And Mes Lewis id trying to make some plan whereby I can keep my room until I am
ready 0 go---That would be 4 1 right were Mrs Harold weil but she has been:

parelyzed

for more than a year. Her mother has worn herself out taking care of
her--vhen her husbend wes not there--and she is having to give up and take a resi
preparatory ta an operation. Mrs Harold is broken-hearted at her mother's condition-

end ghe dreads having sny one else with her to do for her etc,etc. So I would like

on her account--and perhaps a l1ittl:

2

bit on my own awcounti-to get out of the house
before they come in, Sc I am to look for an apartment that I can have by the wesek.

It seems quite exciting to me that I am reelly and truly getting myeelf

ready to go and see yo of it, I em sending word to this one and

s
=3

that one o f ile change in plens--Promised to have the Missionary luncheon in
September
-and some other things will have to be given up.

Dr =né Mrs Stewart and Sarsh Felicia ceme cut yesterday afternoon- Sarah
Felicia is a dear wholespme husky little thing., about a year and a half old--Just
welking--just beginning to telk--and with very few teeth. You never saw a more

adored baby-- In fact Dr,did net hear anything you were saying unless it v

va.s about

the baby, Her mother and her grandmother and an aunt were out in the auto--and thev



were just as oblivious to every other subject of conversation as the parents--none
guite so bad 2s Dr. however,

I had a letter from Mrs Kermott this week--it is wonderful that she was able
to write-it seems to me, I am so thankful that she is getting along all right,But
it certainly has been a hard pull,

I feel that I am mighty fortunate in having such wonderful ?cople to take
care of the house while I am gone., I will only get about $25.a month--but that will
help a little in getting the things I need to put on the place this winter. I want
to plant it to nuts--and roses--if I can,And I know that everything inside and out
will be absolutly loocked after., I shall take the "For Ssle sign down and feel that
it is really going to be my home.And that takes a feeling of restIessness away from
me,

Stuart is about the best looking of the six--I think-and certainly the jolliest
little fe low. His hair is b=rutiful--and his eyes are black, ®ofnt you see I cannot
get my mind on & i=lter ---I hzve Leen interrupted several times--and my bed is not
made and Mrs'Lew?s is bringing in my dinner---

I will try end do better in a few days-
Lovingly-Mother



Box 169 Route 1
Van Nuys,California
July 20 1924

Dear Children:

Herbert and Mame,Jack and I have just returned from Pomana and as your
mother told me she had written you of their accident I am hurrying to write you
before going to bed., I did not intend telling you until she was able to write
enough so that you would not be too frightened, She confessed that she was so
homesick for you that she could not help writing---and I understood perfectly.

But now you will want me toshurry on and tell you all about it,
It happened last Sunday. The family had been having a picnic in the park in Pomona,
As they came out of the park they had a street railway to cross. It was in rather
close quarters,and the track made a curve right there like this----=---

They looked both ways but saw no car coming--Right on the track Mrs, K,said "Oh there

is t e car"--Dr swerved to one side and would have been all right except for that

curve--The trolly struck them drove the ¢ar 60 ft--pushing your father and mother

ahead of it. There is nothing left of the car but splinters--and only God's care

saved your father and mother, And they are going to get well without any bad effects
left. :

Jack saw the account of the accident in the Tuesday morning paper., He was busy
that day,but Wednesday he and Ruth and I went up to see the, We saw your father,and
say--you will be able to imagine his restlessness? But his broken shoulder kept him
fairly quiet. He said he got up once in a while and roamed up and down the halls but
not for long for "I feel so everlasting dizzy and weak.," He was troubled about your
mother and did not want us %o go in and see her “Although I know she will give me Jessv
when she knows you have been here and she did not see you," However he was quite
right. She had some trouble with pleurisy from the broken ribs,and he feared pneumo-
nia, But today we saw her, for the danger from pneumonia is quite all gone, Her
injuries are greater than Dr!s--but she is cheerful and every one else is cheerful
about her condition, Her shoulder is broken--The X-Ray shows the hip cracked but
not broken and there seem to be no other injuries that are serious, So the question
of her being able to walk again is not troubling them now. Her face was badly cut
and one tooth knocked out--She is bothering more now because of her present lack of
beauty--but that will right itself too. She was worried for fear of a paralysis
in the other leg,because she could not move it,but she kept at it and gradually,inch
by inch,and slowly she is able to move that legk all right. You see it was hard for
her to realize how temporary bruises can affect the muscles.

It was certainly a terrible accident----especually as to its possibilities,
We cannot understand how it is they are alive---and to think that they will recover
without anything dreadful lefy with them --well we cannot be thankful enough,can we?

I cannot tell you anything about the other couple who were with them. I asked
Dr.about them today and he says he has not heard from them, They went to Long Beach
the next day,I believe. Mr Kermott was not supposed to be injured at all,but Roger

says on his way to Long Beach he had a hemorrhage of the stomach and they feared for



his life for a while,but he recovered, Mery was with them and never had a scratch
but she was quite insistent on "killing that conductor.” However she had recovered
from her murderous feelings by Wednesday when we saw her, She was greatly taken up
with the wonderful trip ahead of her, “We are going to Montana--Nanny and I--and

we are going tomorrow morning." I am going to take care of Nanny--Yes,we are
going all alone,and we have twenty-five cents to buy things to eat. And we are to
have some new shoes today." ©So you see she had recovered all right. Bless her heart
she was very proud of being able to take care of Nanny, So they have gone to Ned,

Roger has given up his position and spends his time going back and forth from
hospital to Upland, Doing errands and looking after things generally for them,
I have told you about all of the details that I know for I know you will want to know
everything, I wished I could have had a longer time to talk witi your mother but
my goodness,there were ten other people there--at least--perhaps I did not see them
all---besides us five. And it did not take a very great amount of brains to know
that enough was enough, She was left alone a minute and your father sent me back
to her--but she had only time to ask me to send her your addresss and to please
write you not to worry if she did not write for some time for it is her right
shoulder that is broken and it hurts to use it. IfxIxwexx And then some other
people came in and I skipped---or at least if I did not really skip--I left the
room and in'your father's room there were two other few faces--and I suppose they
would be going in to see your mother too, But Dr.watches over her all right,
and I guess he sometimes refuses to have her see any more.

But the enforced rest has done your father good,I think, He seemed more quiet
and contented today and his face looks better than when I saw him last in Glendale.
I wish they were nearer us,so I could see them more often in order to report t¢ you,
But it takes all day to make the trip up and back, Dr says the trolly-car was
going at least sixty miles an hour--through a city stireet,at a dagerous crossing and
around a curve,

Herbert and Mame had a wonderful trip. I did not speak of dear little
Ruth Mary's cut on her forehead in my last letter,I do hope it is healing all right,
I will try and write again soon,but it is time I went to bed, I am going in town
tomorrow and,as usual,l dread it.
; Lovingly,
Mother



FORM 6124

CLASS OF SERVICE |SYMBOL Ex clusive Gonnecitos
Day Message 2
Day Letter DL with
i = WESTERN UNION
e TELEGRAPH CO.
Night Letter NL
- pisy “ s Cable Service
:fpp:gz;af:gt!' :r:: Jl:!;:lg (Rumber to all the World
?:1::?& ui‘t;as z;rlsa‘ri;ct:g- is indica- Money Transferred
0 y the symbol appearing h
Siiee o diock. HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO, ONT. ! W. G. BARBER, General Manager/ by Teleg;rap
A‘-(‘ s
STANDARD TIME % Sk
NA26 50 NL 2
LOSANGELES CALIF 16 o’

DR WILDER G PENFIELD _‘5?@..

& /
o 14 |

el

ROYAL VIGTORIA HOSPITAL MONTREAL QUE
YOUR MOTHER HAS SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF GARDIAC ENLARGEMENT
IRREGULARITY PROBABLE DECOMPENSATION HAS LOST WEIGHT IS
DYSPNOEIC AND SOMEWHAT CYANOTIC PULSE RATE ONE HUNDRED
THIRTY NEEDS PHYSIGIAN BUT REFUSES CAN ARRANGE GOMPETENT
MEDICAL CARE IF YOU CAN PERSUADE HER TO HAVE A DOGTOR
BELIEVE DIGITALIS WILL HELP GREATLY LETTER FOLLOWING

CARL W RAND. |



_[’%4/}8,_ Bhf w5~ ~/727
:%f@@m W%a%ﬂ/é«mww/w /2
j‘,(, o%/w%wmfw/mw%mw/m
e At 24 - W@/Mfw"
JW/% /W%wwy JM/Z(/ |
%44%/%% - Jemped <o crecitl v ‘%?4
y traiber ﬁM%JWW/m"W
e )M/M%W%Mﬂ/w/@m /%ma/

2 M;%m %W%fz;{ %Zﬂo&%/
Wﬁi? St ey /hﬂ,,

/4/144% fﬂ% Larciry Kot gyt 2 ) M%M

st /f// o7 )é%/za/m 20 HertBhos P coptiha

zM(M"&

Aot =
M fﬂ%%m/%@/ VWW
2, w2 Mé‘
%’WW

-%MZ&‘?// @MJMMWW
pottod 2 M&W’”‘me? JBY ot e 2rons
Frrg Ty T Ao 27l A2 2 vl L 2cii e
QWQ%WA«%M WZZ?M/%?“;@
%%%MMM%/MW %Mm% ;4 ¢



RS : Lo Sgfrs e cie threp i~
clrdes ¥ L Viv Ay ‘Wa«/ |
D o feice EM W@ 'wa‘/'é%ﬂ
G poct it s e :
| o %@Wmﬂwmméﬁd@ >
Goy @G reon cadd Jobyppea  _ _ Jolot comcct Zh (e |
("fW7/ﬁ//{ WWWWMW i

5 i ok
WMVZ%MWM-, ﬁffw

e —— =



5

WMJ’ satwd 4

WWWW

o o % Gt 5 Wﬁ%/

%z,:,,,my M&fﬂ%@a/é/%é«@ﬁq

70 & %;f’ s /mmmwm%f
M&'%«Mﬂa/ﬁmwj‘g” el



Lo | ‘
m’ )WMéZj//ﬁ,‘QW M«%M/ ﬁwﬁ
A ——n QﬂWM@W# %W&W ,
&WQ_MQM@W~M,{-W &Wjﬂwi "}
qg,,nw.lwy&%aﬁmwm %Wﬁwéfﬁ
W~W@W AP R
O W Rt T
g g B = |




M O E

//;,’ 7 /b;/( M / /24@%\& .
V g
65

W7/3qua/fgd4&i/

mw

W%ﬂw Wtf/y

/%49
Conetro S/’Wj s
Tohes,



Wr’?z/fa"/ ' _
Ke ‘
Koz M/W Bicd Sl s Rk Koot | |
Doy - pdot i wntdimist s e et .»%M;/Aj»fw/— A
5 ; 7 z4e /L«;Mf) atgr S e Lroeo Heq
pach A cvwond a/&wl/l W”j A lpsls w8

c Feaot
yhird By hassioGrodustbon

Yy fose T Feferced 2o Aot Melu, 22

/. ; ,
J (%m —ZZWMJW LAy ffd": P wezect F7 s 7 i L,}ﬁ,.,:i-;o/ &’4 |

Ll 1,

L ok /WMW ot bo «?Z//ﬁ/w |

i i



Claremont :
sunday,March 2nd.1930

Deay Chlldren=--—— gspeclally Helen,whose birthday comes next Saturday and
to whom I sent off a package last Friday. I hope 1t
reaches you safely and on time.And may you like it--and
do not have to pay duty on it.

That duty business 1s getting on my nerves. Did you have to pay much on
your birthday gift,Wilder dear? I think I shall simply have to send a
check,hsreafter,and let gach one of you select something for your own
eelves. That 's not so much fun,but a heap more fun than the feelling that
you are forced into payine out money for something that perhaps you really
do not nesd and do not particularly care for:

Friday mornine I went in town and stayed over until last night. Yesterday
morning I went out to North Hollywood. I had not been there since Dorothy

had left for har mother's home in San Diego. The last time I saw Herbert

he looked troubled and I wanted to see them very much.

Herbert does not come home for lunch but as I was there he came and while
he talked he ate bread and milk and then rushed away."I have an engagement
at the office at 12.30,and a friend has just telephoned 'On your way to the
office,for heaven's sake stop and see mgxxi my dahlias. I don't believe 1
am going to have any at all this year.' So Herbert explained,as dahlia
expert in this town I must fulfil my duty."

He is ouite busy with dahlias and golfi---and business has not been over-

productive this past year. All real estate firm are simply holding on and
that 1is about all. However with the coming spring 1t will doubtless plck

up---the trouble is that expenses go on just the same.

But I found them rather relieved than otherwlise as to George and his
trouble. They knew 1t must come. Dorothy 1left him in November,but he

vent down and brought her back,and it has been golng from bad to worse all
of the while. The troubls is,she 1s so terribly ignorant,and does not

" know 1t., Her satisfaction with herself is absolute. She wante money-=but. .
has 1ittle knowledge of any kind of culture. She had four rooms and a baby
to take care of——-She is a slattern,she has had no 1dea of how to keep her
houge and baby even decently clean. And when George comes home after hours
of workx "he is cruel" becausse he does not do her work for her. She has Honeé
no washing,has sent everything to the laundry--when they were washed---
There were ten shirts of George's tucked away in corners nseding the
laundry---and everything belonging to him nesding mending.

At the same time,George loves the baby and 1s unhappy. Told Dorothy that
if,at the end of six months,she felt she would like to come back he would
do the best he could. Well,he could not stand it around there so he went
to Oakland. A friend of Maﬂy s drove up with him,and through her The
Rice's--intimate friends of Herbert's and Mary's,and people of some means
found him and insic<ted that he come to their house. They had an extra be
room. Mr.Rice found something for him to do,temrorarily. It is some kir
of Janitor work--but George will 4o anything to pay hls own way throug



11fe while walting for aomething better---and Herbert's Kiwanian friends
are taking the matter in hand and looking for something for him that will
have some kind of a future. And Mrs.Hicks reported that before she came
home George was looking much happler.

pid you receive the announcement of patricia's graduation? llary sayshwe
did want them to xaow of what was giving us pleasure,but we have had no
note from them and fear they did not receive it

Patricla 1is hoping to take a course of designing,and the fifty dollars I
gave her~---mjy fifth granddaughter to receive that that amount at high
school graduation------- she has put away as a nest egg for the carrying out
of that hopse. She 1is a pretty,delicate girl. Jean has some new plctures
that give her new expression—-—the gxpression that shows what the woman is
to be--1 like them. Deacon has had to glve up his music lessons,rather

to his disaopointment,but he was not dolng 8O very well,and ¥red was doing
fine work so Fred must keep on and Deacon understands why.

There 1s more T want to

write--but the time will not allow.
dear, ongs. ' \

()
-‘i

All love to




¢laremont,
Marech 16 1930

Wilder dear:

v Mrs.K.phoned me to say that they would not be able
to come to the luncheon yesterday. She could not say much for
some one was tryine to get central,l guess,so things were a

it confused,so she only said,"Dr.1s so miserable that he does
not want to meet so many people." But said she would tell me
more when she saw me. )

That made me wonder. ‘I hope that it is not because of Dr.'s
health that Helen decided that she must come home?

I suppose she will be here tomorrow---perhaps not until Tuesday--
I shall televnhone tonight or tomorrow.

Of course I know that I can only have a small portlon of her time
for che 1s entirely her mother's guest,but I shall be so glad to
gee the dear girl.

The luncheon went off very well. Every one seemed rejolced to
sse each other and I had a stunning time showing off my five
young lady granddaughters. They are all so differentam in looks
and performance--but each one guite charming and well worth
while,

You will remember Jassie Msacham Mills? She and Mr.Mills got
me cornered where no one could interrupt and insisted that I
tell them all about you and your work. They simply are filled
with interest and wonder about.your work for Ruth.

It is delightful to watch them. She has grown very fleshy,and
her face 1s quite puffed,but they are so happy together. You
recall that he is a locomotive engineer in Northern Wlsconsln,
has work only in the summer. They always cole to galifornia for
the winter. One winter she was very 111l. ThaRdxx.The Drs.sald
she must go to the hosplital for at least six months, the cost--
$570.a month. :

Mr.Mills had a heart to heart talk with the Dr. Saild he could
cook,he could keep the house,he could care for his wife,he would
follow the Drs.directions implicitly if only the Dr.would
consent to nis doing so. The Dr.finally consented. They took a
small apartment,and he was housekeeper,nurse and friend,and in
three months time,to the surprise of the Dr.he discharged her--
well. HYe was at liberty,he could do for her----but that he
would and worked for her and loved her back to health makes a
wonderful background for one more happy couple. I love to know
»f such happy lives in a world where one 1s told there are no
happy marriages. :

It is Sunday afternoon,we have had another wonderful rain,the

mountains are covered with snow, the wind is cold,we are all

a bit tired----the girls--211 three went in town to the Opera

last night after the rush of the luncheon---and as I write,the
three girls and Adams are playing bridhgax bridge. It seeus a

bit odd for Sunday afternoon,but I guess it 1s all right.









Margaret 1s proud of hie disposition of not walting for things tc
happen,but going out and bringing them to pass---his father
calls it "impatience"! Mr.M.is president of the White King and
Mission Bell soap Co. A very popular brand of washing soap

and toillet soap in and about Los Angeles.

But there 1s another company--sevarate from,and yet a part of
the soap co.,a cbpra-oil factory over in Long Beach. It is

there Willys and Margaret will live. He begins his work of
learning the who>le business in that factory. :

They are planninpg to be married June first 1931.

He graduates th&s June,and will be twenty-three in September.
The age that your grandmother Jsfferson said all of RErxzhikdrxax
the Jefferson connections married.---And she rather thought 1t
was the proper age to marry.

We feel rather gorry for Elizabeth. She is so thrilled that the
ring is coming lmmediately. So delightsed for Margaret---but once
she sald--"Oh it makes me so lonesome." Of course,largaret and
I played up to the idea that 1t made her lonesome because the

two eisters would never be quite the same to each other,and she
responded in like manner. But later,we were talking of the many
boys who had& been taking her out since she came houe--and I

sald I was glad that there wee-—so many,it was better than Just
one. "But I don't want a lot of them,I want Just onest-----

"I want a home an#l a family of my own." And she always has,
I think every man she comes in contact with is a possible"the
one"--and yet,there is Don----- if she does not still love hinm

he left a terrible hole in her desires that 18 not yet filled.
She does not talk of him,howsver,and she does not hear from him,

The men began work on the alley at the north of us. Tearing up
beds that used to be filled with flowers--taking out the stones
that made the curbing,and bringl.the road that is to be paved--
with gravel--close up to the stdps that lead out from the screene
pre® porch and so into the yard---or street it will be now.

There are a lot of them and a very nolsy machine,as well.

It is a good thing that I planned a morning of lroning,insteasd of
reading. '

I always seem to have so much more time to read when Adams 1is not
here. "e must do more talking than I had realized.
How glad you and the children will be to have Helen home again.
I love every one of you--- :
Mother

I am so glad that you sent back the kimona I sent Helen,and I
only wish that it had come before her going.









OUR HOUSE
1237 DARTMOUTH AVENUE
CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA

Monday Morning--
Dear Children:

Tn thinking it over,I beli=ve I shall have to
change my plans once more. Tf I cannot begin

to pack until the morning of the 17th. I do not
believe I can make it by the morning of the 21st.
1t seems as though I ought to,but I cannot really
begin packing at all until T can have everything
ready to be packed. I may not be able to leave
until Tuesday, the 24th. That would bri mg %P :
to Montreal on Saturday----if Ray d&d“ggﬁﬁméeiqq'
me 1t would be Saturday afternoon---that would nof
do.

But,I will make no definlte plan this morning,
will see how things go this week. Examinations
are rushing,each one is so busy with writing and
studying. And that means four of them,for this
is headquarters more than ever since Neff House
girls have had to move into smaller,more incon-
venient quarters.
1.8t evening,Elizabeth and Falth had sverything
spread out on the diningroom table---

Peg and Willls studying and writing on the
breakfast room table,Adams writing in her room
and I at work in my room. The house as qulet as
a studyroom should be.

T think of taking down curtains, plctures--getting
dishes and silver assorted and put away--and

the last laundry things--and the last cleaning--

the looking after the final bills -gside from the
actual packing,and T am gcared---yet I shall have
four days to do it in--It seems as though I ought
to do it! Perhaps I gshall- -



Perhaps T am just scared,this morning!

Ellzabeth thinks she can stay over a day or
two,or more and do it for me----But you know

I feel that no one else can do it as I can, even
though they can do it more quickly. She laqug
and says T must learn a "new technique." I t @H
her that thls summer was rather hard on one who
had always had to know ahead in order to make
plans,that the continual changing of plans was
bewildering. Tt was then she made that remark--
adding that my old technique had been so thoroug}
ly learned it was necessary to learn another line
I hinted that I was too o0ld to learn--but she
scouted that.

The Ingli came out yesterday afternoon. Ruth is
very happy in the thought of having all of her
girls at home this summer. '

Adams 1s not at all well,worrying over the "where
am I to go" question,I do not doubt. This very
indefinite P.S.seems to foolish to send--yet 1t
18 fuet as well to let you know that nothing is
absolutely certain as to when I shall leave for
Montreal--but I shall wire you when things are
settled. You shall know a few days ahead of time
when to expect me.

Don't bothufoo much about my room for the summer,
plan,as much as possible,to make me one of the
family,sharing with all of you,the comforts and
discomforts of a summer home. I hope I have not
lost all ability to adapt myself to circumstances

With all love for all of you.
Mother



Claremont--June 1 1930
Dear Helen and Wilder:

T expect this letter will be all of the Joy
that is Maregaret's,for we are quite full of its latest develop-
ment. The Merrille have shown their happiness in the choicse
that Willis has made,in all kinds of wayé and last evening
brousht a new kindness.

Willis and Margaret were there for dinner,and
Mre.Merrill drew her one side and asked her what she would 1like
most to have her give her for a caeduation present. "Not some
thing to nut away fro sbme future time,but for you Lo use now,
this summer. Margaret finally sald that anything to wear would
be most acceptable--and a summer coat was the choicé Mrs.Merrill
made. She also told her that willis had told her that Margaret
414 not want to be married until she had pald off the $275.that
she had borrowed for tuition,and that she wanted her to feel
nerfectly free of that vurden.so it would be her great pleasure
to nay it for herf T supnose they are worth a half million,
at least,and to Mre.Merrill 275 dollars perhaps does not look
to be very much--but to Margaret--and some of the rest of us

1t seemeg a big sum.

The soap 6o. turned over,this last year soms
seven millions---and the CSpra factory,Mr.Merrill's pet hobby, (?)
1ess than a year old turned over some $4.000.000. That is the
business Willis is to go into at $100.a month at first. But,it
nae been hinted that hilse mother,on his graduation,will give
to him her own personal shares in the Copra mill. So--one of
Ruth's daughtersAseems to have fallen on her feet 1n the matter

of a future home and family



I do not know if Elizabeth has vritten you her re-action to
your letter,but it has brought new thoughts to the girls and
they love you very much for writing as you did.

All three hope to be at home this summer. Elizabeth thought she
could take the school promised her on Western Ave. Do all the
household buying,and get the dinners. Her father said she could
not do it,that it would take her at least four hours a day to
make the trip to and fro. That all three glrls were hoping for
& chance to make some money this summer--and he and Ruth agreed
that they could not accept the sacrifice the girls would make.
But nd other solution was offered. Jack is like a man in deep
water,spvending all his strength in kemping his head out of the
flood,and with no conception of the many things that are necding
to be done that are so very evident to any standing securely on
the dry land.

Margaret and Willis are going 1n town Tuesday to see about her
entrance to U.S.C.summer school,and on to Van Nuys to see if she
can zet a Job on the Van Nuys paper. Tf she cannot then she will
see Mr.Moore about going into the store. She has finished her
practice teachins in high school music. She has studied the
different instruments and has taught some classes in the rudh-
ments of handling the violin, cell®,horn,cornet etc.for orchestra
work. This summer she wants to take lessons in orchestration

to prepare for such a position in some high school this Fall.
That willbe the main question she will have to ask at U.S.C.

Eli7abeth has sent letters to San Fernando,and Owensmouth,
Burbank and Glendale high scho-ls to see if there will be any
chance for her nearer home. .Tust the position she wants in
teaching was open in Van Nuys,but Jack did not think it wise for
her to be under himn. :

Failth will make no effort along any line,except to be her xmihkar
mother's right hand man,and study violin,plano and voice as
much as possible by herself for the summer.

Adams---well,1t 1s still all up in the air as to where she is tc
be for the summer. But we are planning for our own two selves
for the coming year--as near Van Nuys as we can and still be in
Hollywood,Beverly Hills or Santa Monica. Perhaps I will scratch
B.H. Santa Monica is not far and will give me the sea---
Hollywood--towards the North,is on the Van Nuys P.E.Line,and

fot far from the City. S0 1t stands---






connecting strip of white---It was killing so cold looking! I tried
yellow witn 1t,1it was horrid! I tried a tiny bit of pink--worse yets
Finally we decided it was the dark green that killed everything. A
beautiful shade,but it was not Baby Jeff! So,1t is white and a bit
of yellow to brighten the monotony of the light green,and we all like
1t. Next week will find the sweater on its way,if nothing happens to
prevent.

I am so very,very sorry--but 1 completely forgot Priscilla's birthday.
I am getting dreadful in forgetting birthdays--but I expect it would
make Mary feel better if I should tell her,for I forgot Barbara Jean's
- last summer,and it was hard for them to understand how I could do so,
I think.

It is such fun to hear from Elizabeth all about you. She treasures
everything that happened there,l think. ‘It doss me good, continually,
to know that she has been there,has learned to know you and love you
all. And I do not allow myself to be a bit conscience stricken--as I
am inclined to be--because of the sacrifice that you made to bring her
there. I love you for it,and know that,some day,it will be made up to
you many times over. :

Her interest in the farm is great and I feel much more that I know
something about it and,surely,it will prove a good investment finan-
clally as well as in other ways. Do not get dilscouraged over it,even
though it may seem something of a white elephant at times. It 1is s
good move,I am sure.

Thursday Morning Elizabeth and I take the car and go into the city

to make a day of hunting "a job." Dr.Snyder is the one she hopes to
win--He 1s préncipal of the Junior College--the work she wants to do,
but he 1s not partial to women teachers,yet if he capitulates to any
woman teacher he takes them. He 1s very friendly to Jack,and that may,
or may not,be an assetx Then for Loulse Clark who has much knowledge
of the school business and a heap of influence. Then to Venice High and
on to Beverly--The principal there really wants Elizabeth. Then for
dinner at the Ingli homs. '

Oh Ruth does look,and act,and feel,so very well. Elizabeth was dis-
appointed,I do not know Jjust waht she expected,and altogether made

over mother--different from anything she had ever known?--Perhaps.

But the other two are delighted with her improvement. Orderly? well,
trying very hard to be,and perhaps there is more improvement there than
one can realize. She sees the necessity of being orderly more than she
ever did before--that is,since she was married. She was,originally,
orderly. She 1is very dear,and for you two she feels a great devotion.

I hope the scarf has reached you,Wilder,and that it was needed and is
gatisfactory. I have your birthday gift all ready to send,Helen,and
"the de'il take me" 1f I do not get it there on time!

I feel a distinct disavpolntment that it did not seem.best for Ruth
Mary to come with ®lizabeth. I do not feel go diasappointed that Helen
did not come--for I knew she would not,especially after Fraulein
Bergman could not be 1left in charge. She is a real problem,is she not!
Oh dear,I do hope she does not have to go back to Germany,poor thing.
Prigcilla a problem? I guess most likely--such a lively ,brain-active
plece of humanity always 1s a problem to a mother like you,my dear--
and should be to every mother of such a child. I used to look at her






wonder why he was so sloﬁ———if he could only work faster,as some were

e

he can combine that with other things she may not be able to get the

i
French in Summer School!!! It is such a supreme joke on her. For,unles
g
summer school,and she must have that or something elssa.

Margaret is so very happy in teaching--or helping in ths teaching of
the orchestra in the Clarsmont High School. "Just what I want,and the
thacher is a wonder!" Margaret's first work will be to sit down beside

that one French horn player--a boy that cannot keep his mind on his

work,nor his body on his chair--Also, that boy with the horn who plays

a note and looks around at the others for several noteg--- And mors
than ever she is trying to plan how she can buy her a French horn--

She has the trumpet,but has always wanted the horg yg}eh is a_llttle

2 .ﬂ%?] able to do.--I wonder where those "some" are now? Back in the ranks
2 T B some whare. Right where they belong,for fast work is not always
et »@ thorough work,is 1t?
Ok > K . :
ik 5323 Adams went to the Beach yesterday,a plenic to Palm Springs today,and
gjia o o > Drobably a couple of days with Blanche at the end of the week befors
b, 8.5;;: o coming home. Just onece--the day Elizabeth came home--have the three
20aciELo Zlrls been all together for a meal. Today they are to manage a seven
g‘lzig W o5'clock dinner--a fish dinner--and Elizabeth is to prepare the whole
OpXxMamof 1t: A gala day,for sure. :
SR W :
g o o8 She is going to Pomona twice a week for practice teaching,and soon
g 3}?“ entering the French Revolution period, the teacher proposes to give the
I 0> Whole preparation and teaching into her charge! As American History
65 0% o 18 her speclal--and Franch, the least speclal--I notice that a book
,ﬁ = on the French Revolution is on the table beside her bed.
) s : '
SEES She has always hated French---because she felt that it was not well
i aught in the schools! She will, probably,have a chance of teaching
=
]
I
<
=
—

I suppose that remark will

I have not seen him

I shall try andwrite again v

more exnensive---she'll get it in s me way.«zé& e Cadeor 2loe el

Falth has been having a hard time with her volce--changed teachers thsi
year,and has had a series of colds and her voice has been too rigid for
her to seem to be in the running at all---but she and her teacher are
d

elighted with what the past few weeks have brought in improvement. —

ge has,and she has been so constantl

gan her tirade with"
and it will be hard for hin.,

as yours are.

m I talking too much about the girls?--I do not have very much of any
hing else to think about,you know,and they are such darlings! :

ubject,however. I expect that Dorothy has gone home with the baby to
er mother--to stay. I do got know very much about it. Herbert told me
he night Patricla graduated. We were sitting in the crowded hall and
thers was not much opportunity for much talk. I saw him for a few
minutes in his office the other day,but he was busy with some man,and
by the time he left,Elizabeth had come back.for me. :
Herbert says it was the only thing to do,Dorothy nageged all of the
time--"I should kill her if I had to live with her. And we all know
George would make a dandy husband,glven half a chance." It has looked

that way to the rest of us. None of us have felt that 1t could last xar
long. Dorothy 1s as wsll educated as George,of course,but she has not

A

7

Perhaps I should speak of something else that 1is not so joyful a
s

h

t

every bit as good
her unfairness to him.

that often ghe be
we are all proud of him.

the background that Geor
baby with all his heart
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C.Moore,Mra.Becket,Mrs.Welch (Both of the Scott family)Mrs.Oakley,Mrs.liller,

Winnie Walbridge Brewer and her mother--- None of them,probaply,for you were

Just a 1little boy when we left there.

,Wilder? Mrs.Cherington,Mrs.E.

m@eber

How many of the Spokane names would you re

Claremont, California
February 2 1930

Dear Children:

Oh but it was good to get letters from both of you
this week! .

I 1ike to write my letters in the morning,my brain seems to work
better then--1 think I get lazy later in the day,and today,especially,
I am inclined to be a 1ittle lazy. This week has been a bit strenuous
for such a stay-at-home body as I am growing into.

Last Hlonday I sent out invitations for a Spokane luncheon--twslve of
pe Inatt; Tuesday I brought out the dishes ang washed them up, to
freshen them, counted out the silver and looked over the table linen.
Wednesday I took the 7.30 train into Los Angeles. Did some shopping,
and went to the Bell's "for the day." They invited Mre Day--Cecil's
mother---for lunch,and we had a right good visit. After lunch we went
to ses Cottie--but she was "in hot water" as she,herself,expresqed it--
trying to pack things to go off on the train,and she had so 1little
money Bnd had to buy two tickets----It was sad,still she looked so
sort of intelligent in comparison with her two roommates!
Barter wanted to know all about you,Wilder,and when I told him that you

had not forgotten him at all, that you held him in memory with the old
affection---he was pleased.

I came home that night with plans for a Hudson luncheon,Men and such
like., Of about twenty-four!

Patricla was to graduate Thursday evening at the Hollywood High--and
she had set her heart on my being there. I thought I could not manage
it for Adams,with the best intentions in the world, could not manage
alone. However,I set the tables garly Thursday morning. Everything was
well planned. Adams could cook and fix the rabbit-veal pates,and the
soup--and,i1f I was delayed in getting home she could have the fruit
cut up for the salad. I was bringing some other things from town,and
she had made the pies on Wednesday.

Margaret had an examination to take in L.A.at 8.30 Friday morning, and
I felt that it was culte possible for her to get me home in time for the
last things. Jack and Herbert did not agree with me for if anything
should happen to delay us "You would go crazy,lMother." So therbert,liary
and Blanche drove me out after the school exercises--which were most

attractive,and Patricla,herself,looked 1like a dream in peach-colored
satin,and everything to match.

When we camehome here at eleven o'clock,ws found Adams hard at workimg
in the kitchen,picking up the meat. My consclence troubled me. Had

she been at work all day? But what had she had to do? The house was in
order,there was no cleaning----At last I found out that she had gone to

- the Rosses for lunch---had gone with them for a long drive in the after-
noon with them,and had spent the evening playing bridge! - You see-~--No,

1t is utterly imnossible for her to assembls and carry out the plans for

e e e e

a luncheon of twelve. You seg,she had not expectedmme back until morning



But she has never done such things,she does not know how---but she
thinks she does. She taY¥es infinite pains,she 1ls a good cook. I do
not like to take infinite pains,and I am not a good cook. But if it

is necessary I can cook a meal and set the “table at the same time.

She cannot,and neither does she ever think to get the hot plates etec.
ready. So-—there wag plenty to do the next morning,and Ruth and
Margaret,who expected to be here to help,had trouble with the car

and did not get here until about twelve o'mlock! I was so thankful tht
I had come home the night before that, I had oom for any othgr
thoup'ht.. Qul, / m Zad f,w Wt{i LIZZ‘; Lot 52t

A:*-’r J..,_—ﬁ

And %aturday morning Adams went to the Beach again. Will come home
Wednesday afternoon with Margaret. I cleaned up and put away etec.
until about three o'clock and went to the bed for a sleep of an hour
and a half,then I felt quite human agaln.

®Blizabeth 1s coming Thursday morning,instead of on Sunday. Faith is of
on the Glee Club trip. Elizabeth found she could come a few days
eatrlier,and will be here in time to register on time for Claremont
Colleges. -

Helen dear,I shall be glad to make the sweater for Jeff,as soon as I
can get the yarn. 1 tried to find some that would match on Wednesday,
but did not have the time to go up to Robinson's where I think I can
get 1t. That Ladyfair yarn seems a bit light for a boy. I shall try
to get a yarn with more body--more chance for wear,but it looked like

Well,it bothers me sometimes,but

As Paul sald--"Forgetting the things that are behind

1
°

The call of the garden is growing louder
4ol comfort and get the 1little bedroom
gs that should be forgotten is the old

m

e Priscilla.
,§ c:%Wilder daer---do not worry about Ruth,she will come out all right,I
eiio Sa, sure. She is feeling fine now.And she was 8o up to the minute at

Bﬂg¢* +’§the luncheon Friday. You know,that fear 1s such a deadly thing.

@ & o The Sunday she was hsre and 1 saw what was happening,l had a mighty
25 2935 nard time with that same dealy fear. But,I think I have conquered it.
égge*g ¢43¥avehy§u ?vertﬁoiice? Eowh??gy mgth;gs and fathers went go iesus askin

oo o for help for their sick ¢ ren ey were,aevery one of them,cured.
= ?éE 8%1““1 God 1s the same God that Jesus told about when he was on earth.
£ 0 » ‘ :
a«‘ﬂgtogtaﬂl think you do not understand about the music that Margaret 1s after.
OS_qﬁ B'EﬁShe neither plays nor sings--but she knows the theory of music,down
AR el o th: grzung. ?hetgnows thglorcggstgal 1ns§rgments£ghat eafh one is
o >0wb> +Lexpecte o do in e ensemble. e has worked ou emes,glving each
S &8¢ % Sinstrument its proper consideration and place. She will be fit.%ed to
B T a8« Hlead a school orchestra,and play her own instrument--the horn. It will
o HEH & obg a Joy to her to major in that for her teaching certificate,and a
ﬁg t @ gHJoy to major in Journalism for her M.A. Then--if she wants to go into
<PO< 3% Journalism as a business,the other major may not be used--but 1if she
~ » O =« odecides to teach journallsm in school the other major will be of help

o=@ 5* 8w'oto her,for she will be that much more valuable. She has been doing
50T @e @ Smuch with orchestration all through high school and ecollege
S0 ok
BC B &30 indeed,there is no string attavhed to the money I sent Wilder for
o <+ SChristmas. He may get just exactly what he most desires.

W are having the most wonderful weather--You know the first warm
davs of spring when there is the least hint of a tang in the air but
the sun is absolutely hot? The snow on the mountalns right next door
to us keep the tang of winter,otherwise it would be too warm for



t\§= Claremont--December 27 1929

Dear Elizabeth--and all of the Monteeal Family.

This letter is sent to you,Elizabeth,because I want to write
you all about the Christmas,and the first thing I know you will have
to be back in Madison,and this may be the last chance to write you
in Montreal.

But, the rest of the family will,I am sure,be interested in knowing

a1l about "How it is done" in the far west--or south-west,and it will

pe better to include it all in one long letter---for I shall not

know when to stop,when once started.

Perhaps on account of that danger,I would better say "Thank you" before
: I begin. Anyvay,the thank-you feelings are very strong ,even stronger

than the desire to tell you all about 1it.

It was fine to have the beginning--and all of the in-betweens of the
Forsyte Saga --and now,l have the whole of them--and Adams 1s getting
razdy for me to read the whole history of the nineteenth century idea
of what made success. The successful man was the man of propsrty--
= and in the younger generation,only,the third generation,almost, came
j\\ the idea of guccess being really service and not acquisition.

Thank you. :

4§\ I did not open the New York package until Wednssday morning at the
tree--Oh it is lovely! When I showed it to Auntle lMame that evening,
Elizabeth,she said "Oh but it is luscious! There is no other word
that expresses it so exactly."-—-Helen dear,you are a darling--and so
i1s that husband of yours. I don't suppose it would be, possible to
thank one of you separately--you are so wonderfully one in thought and
action. Thank you dear children for all of the wonderful Christmas
you have given to me and mine.

25( Wilder Junior's present is characteristic,and therefdore the more
o~ welcome. Wilder dear,your father wrote me a while ago that he wished
~ he could draw better than he feels that he does--and he said this--

"I should like to take drawing lessons--perhaps I can take some
vhen Wilder begins to take lessons and then we can do these things
together." --Those may not be the exast worde he used,although they

it express the sense all right,I am confident. Thank you for the
drawing of the deer--and the calender.
And dear Ruth Mary--You have been ill,and yet you did that work for me!
But from you I had two gifts,that very pretty handkerchief,and the
towel that 1s so lovely. Thank you,very much---

§§::gnd are you two big children,and the two little children enjoying that

ew cousin who is with you this Christmas? We have more of the same

kind out here--Oh not Just like her,each one 1s an original--no coplss.

Such weather! This for you,Elizabeth,for not one of them there could

imagine such weather--anywhere. But you know. The nights are cold--
D

the days are warm spring. Yesterday morning when your father came to
the hotel to take us back to breakfast he sald,"These mornings remind



me of the cold winter mornings in Wisconsin--Two sundogs should be

up there,one each side of the sun"--just here I reminded him that he
vas dressed in no warmer clothing than in the summer--no warm mittens
on his hands,no cap pulled down over his ears--no cap at agll,in Tacte~
8)h yee,I am not cold,you knov,but the air is so crisp and snappy."

Jack and Faith came out Tuesday morning for us and the packages.

We reached Van Nuys somewhere about noon. The two little boys had
been playing Santa Claus for the first time,and had trimmed the tree
in their own sweet way--and had put what packages they could get hold
of around the tres and covered them with fcnow." 1t was a bit lop-
gided,several of the ornamets had been broken,perhaps,ﬁﬁt’it was a
-perfectly good Christmas tree until Eliot camg over to see it,and
rather sneered at it--His tree reached the ¢ pling--etc.etc. Then
David rushed out to his mother and said,"Eliot doesn't like our tres,
can't we have something mors to trim 1t with?" But his mother answered
very calmly--It is nice that Eliot likes his tree the better,but this
is our tree,and we llke our tres,you know. " ‘

: Faith was in charge of vretty much everything,for we older ones were
g : on our way for the afternoon. Wse went over to see Scottle--they sald
Aﬁ&mqﬁﬁgf 1t would not be safe for her to go with us--she might have an accldent
}V&;gggf' as she has not much control over herself----she was happy in telling

He el us that some one,"they" came to her to have her make some drawers,

fle. S~ ¢ put she could not do it,she could draw the pattern of them all right,
but che told them that it had been so many years gince she had done
things 1like that,she Just must say no--she was sorry but she could
not help it--over and over again. We told her that you were in
Montreal--"Oh I wish I was there,too. "But I was there this morning"
and she looked as happy as if she had really been there.

Then we went towards the sea. Down through the Del Ray Palicsades--

up through Venlice,0Ocean Park,Santa Mnoica,and along the highway
towards the north--Then around santa Monica and bacy to Hollywood

and they two were Adams' and my guests for dinner at The Ship Ahoy."
Then the"bright lights". Everyone has outdone nimself in street
decoration--but I really think Van Nuys led the line. Their plan was
more delicately carried out as the small trees were fastened to the
lamp posts letting the five blg globes show asg lights with the smaller
ones. The big top globe was white and above it twinkled a smaller
white ligt on an opertopping branch--the other four--green,red,yellow
and blue clobes gave a deeper glow to the tree lights.

Every firm,I am sure,untted in furnishing decorated,well lighted trees
spaced far enough apartto be most effective,and all of the same slze.
That was go all along through San Fernando-- Nan Nuys,North Hollywood,
and Hollywood. Los Angeles, too was a blaze of light. And sO many
windows of the homes--big and 1ittle,had marvellous trees gat in the
windows--and so many trees &n private lawns were beautifully decorated
and lighted. And every face one saw.was aglow with good fellowship
and happiness. It was glorious!

We came back to Van Nuys about geven o'clock and they left us at the
Hotel Sylvan--they went home to finish up the tree and get ready

for morning.



t customs and
I shall get

1f the box reached 1lts destination withou
1e to the heads of the house as possible.

I do so want to hear
better some day.

with as 1little troub
this thing worked out

Wednesday morning Bobs came down after us and we had waffles--sausage-
and coffee until we were fully satisfied. Jack worked the kitchen
waffle iron,and Bobs worked the electrie ons.
Then they all went for the dishes--and it was not long before the
sheet separatia?ﬁthe diningroom from the living room was taken down
and we marched-fas usual--singing"Joy to the World-" Then a ring arawn
around,when the kickergkicked as hlgh as they could and the rest of
us held the line stseady. ;

~ Then the stockings,beginning with Stuart--of course--and then the
mysterious packages.

The turkey was on cooking for their dinner--but we were expected at
nele Harbert's at two o'clock--I wore my red velvet dress that I
have not had on since coming home last February--and the Scrooge
party was very distinct in my mind--for that was the first time I had
ever worn 1it. (I have been wishing so much that I knew when that
same Scrooge dinner was to be held this year.)

Mary 1s far from well. She seldom sits up more than four hours a day.
Fortunately, just after the Thanksgiving dinner she went in town and
bought the most of her Christmas presents. Other things had to go by
default. She sald "I wanted to write to Wide and Helen,but I have not
been able to do so.' I hope she did not overdo on Wednesday,but she
looked nretty rocky. She 1s taking regular treatments of some kind--
I don't know just what. I tried to find out what was the trouble--
but she said,"oh just tired out,I guess." :
Patricia and Jean have been working--as many other college glrls 40—
the week before Christmas. Pat in at Woolworth's and dean at Kress'
They call themsleves the "Five and Dime girls." But they are throuh
now. 1 wag rather starteled when I foudd that Pat is to graduate the
28th,of January----and she laughed at me in a very knowing way--and

1 understood--of course. She and her Dad are Just as good pals as
ever. But--that little Barbara Jean is the one great fact for them
all. George seems very fond of Dorothy--adores the baby--and has such
a tender,devoted look in his eyes when he looks at his father--He was
always a lover of his mother'a,of course. And she? There never was
any one qulte like George--1t was simply another happy family--you see.
wilder had picked up some foreign substance that had lodged in his eye
and it was pretty thomoughly and scientiffically done up. It was feellyg
more comfortable,but did not add to his origal beauty. Fred has grown
1i%e a weed and Mary says he is so thoughtful of her now that she 1is
feeling so miserably. Deacon 1s the sane bright sweet rascal that he
has ever been.

Have you heard? He plays marbles--He won all of the marbles in his
school and his chum won all the marbles in his school--then Dsacon
woxyall of his chum's marbles!!! Fred is a prsetty good student,and
looks forward to college--but Deacon has more interest in the marbles,
you know.

George still talks Australia.

We had a fine dinner--of course--and the table was s0O pretty. Mary
says Jean has really grown up this year. She 1s enjoying her school
vork and 1s working hard.

Uncle Herbert's hair is getting fairly white --it bothers him,but

in the game of pingpong he beat both of his sons to a finish--and
gloated. It has bsen a rather hard year,financially--they did not



And tomorrow must be all devoted to letterwriting,I expect.

I can hear Adams rushung to the kitchen between putting away this

thing in that bax etc.getting the room cleared out!! But this letter had

to be written.

get off my dusty shoes,and change my dress and begin to set the table for
- With love for you all--Nanean

dinner.

AM’"

make as much of Christmas as usual. But I think they all felt that
1t had been a good Christmas.

"nele Herbert and Auntie Mame took us to Van Nuys--where we had
some popcorn and talked a while---a little later your father took
ue back to the hotel--and we slept the sleep of the satisfied.

Thursday morning we were with them for breakfast at T7.30 This time
1t was the new toaster--the Master toaster--that occupied the
central position and thought. David was the official at the making
of the toast--and every time 1t popped up ready to eat--he looked

as proud as a boy could look... At 8.47 Adams and I sent in town.
The great svent was seeing,and hearing,The Taming of the Shrew.

The sign reads -"Together: Pickford-Fairbanks." -

It was as perfect as possible,I believe. Naturally,l want to hear

it again. _

The place was crowded. We were fortunate in getting a seat at all.
The United Artists does not have reserved seats-- Adams was about
sick. We stood for some time up--near the roof,and finally an usher
came and sidd"here are seats"--we followed,rather blindly, for 1t

was dark and the play was on--I went ahead,and supposed Adams was
close behind. I was pointed to a clear row--and went in to the
middle of it--and Adams wasn't there. I couldn't reach the usher,I
could not make him see me,and I could not make a loud call--they
wers talking on the screen! I ould see her,after a while slowly
going down the stalrs again. Well--there was nothing to be done,l
was in the middle of the row--and the crowd had filled up all of the
seats except the one I had saved for her between me and a mad with a
huge package.------- She said she lost me and kept calling "Jean,Jean”
the usher agsured her that he knew I had gone into a certain row-- -
but she could see that I was not there--so she went down again to
try and find a seat nearer the gcreen than back under the rdédéf.
So--we both forgot our troubles and sat through the second showlng,
kxnowing that we would find each other when the time came. We did.

Jack had come into town on business,and we met him at five o'clock
and he brought us and our packages back to Claremont. We had a good
beefateak that I had bought on the way home,and lettuce and hot robdls
and coffes and sent him home warmed,fed,and happy--1 apm sure,for he
had done so much all of the week to make every one else happy.

Jean Hoard sent a card to Van nuys and included a messags to m8,but
later,probably when she got my card,sh 1t that I needsd a word more
and what she sald made me very happy she said some nice things
about my granddaughter.And we had wondered if you could possibly
have gotten off from Madison in the blizzard that Friday--she sald
"We sot a very happy and excited child aboard the Special for
Montreal today. She has been such fun to have this year,and our
Christmas celebration last night was so jolly. Lib is such a dear-%--
etc. She began Dear Nanean (May I call you that?) It warmed the

cockles of my heart,you know.

And today? Well,Christmas 1is over! All but the happilness it left

in ite wake,and there has heen sweepling and putting away etc.etc.
ae In every other well-reguiaged home. And now--I think I would better



%géé wish you could read the lettere I received after Christmas from the

three MacQuarries., Billy's showed a mind very 1like his father's. The

~=3same quaint angle that he has on 1ife and its needs and deeds.
y John shows so clearly his lookout on Life---Kindly,responsible,older
gand dearer. While Ruth, the rascal,appeals strongly to one's sense of
>her being just where she 1is neither child no>r woman---She is goling to be
wvery pretty and most attractive,by the way----Her¢is one sentence, "It 1is
Opgining,darn it,but Mother says I must Dé content." If that does not
gpresent a picture of Ruth--a her training! That tone of resignation,

"but Mother says" makes me smile whenever I think of her.

111 be the answer

be.

gach and ever

y o

Bobs had a girl »ut riding with him in his car of which he is guite proud,
and there was a colision. No one hurt,but the two cars well smashed as to
fenders etc. Repalr of 87 dollars covered by insurance. What cannot be
understood is how his new raincoat was alashed under and around the arms
and the whole side next Jean cut to pleces--and no one hurt and no able to
say what happened.

outcome may

They picked up a dinner and came out agaln yesterday--the third time this
month! Is 1t not delightful for them to do that?

Margaret finishes her four year course in Pomona this month and will
immediately becoms self-supporting. The beauty of this position ls that
ahe earns her tuition for the spring semester and something between $150
and 8200 in cash. Besides that she will have the satisfactlon of starting
something entirely new,something that she believes Pomona needs and that
the idea will grow into something quite well worth while and she will Dbs
regponsible for the birth of the 1dea. The facu{ty%%f%“showing great con-
fidence in her. ;

She will take up work along the line of Education--and possibly music.
She has had all sorts of courses in harmony atc.She knows the theory of
music--and orchestration very well. She wants Journalism and school
orchestration for her future teaching work. Miss Wernlund,who 1s a real
wonder along the line of gchool music etc.1s determined that Margaret
shall be her assisstant in the Van Nuys high school. Jack will do nothing
towards getting her thers,and Miss W.declares she will go to the Board

of Rducation and insist that she must have Margaret. As for Margaret,well
the child wants to get away from home and on "her own" and I do not think
the position so close to home quite appeals to her as yet----and still,
Ruth and Jack really need one of thelr girls to be with them--------

1t may be that next year when she and Elizabeth are with me in Los Angeles
she will have had a taste of independence,and of social 1life---which I
hope may f£ollow---ghe will be more clear in her mind of what she wants to

1oL
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With all lo
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s.Mercer for the comlng year--She will not

d her--but it may be that it w

etiong---1 am walting to see

1an for her to be with Mr

Falth has had many dlsappointments in her vocal work this year,but 1t
has been good for her,perhaps. At least she has grown up--and her characte:
development will surprise that older sister of hers.

1t is almost time for the postman--I have not done the breakfast dishes,
and the rooms need cleaning this morning so as to be qulte ready for the
reading circle tomorrow morning at 9.30. Adams went in town Friday morning
to be with Mrs Jones and her sister Mrs llercer. You may recall that Mrs.
Jones wae a great friend of your fathers? She expected to come home that
evening,but sent a telegram that she would not be home untll Tuesday --and
now she will not be here until Wednesday. I should not Dbe surprised 1f the

1isten to it if she thinks I nee

ware not a p
to ot er qus



Claremont
January 20 1930

Dear Children:
Someway I feel that I am fairly well out of .touch with

you dear ones in Montreal.Since Christmas,or thexwazk since Elizabeth
1anded in Montreal I have had two very short letters from Wilder,and one
from Ruth Mary,bless her,she save me a glimpse into the"real farm" and
that meant much--and that was a month ago. Well,Wilder dear,you say
you and Helen are enjoying the copied letters---but the outlook for the
coming year doss not look very bright for another bit of past thoughts
and deeds--now does 1it? St1ll a bad beginning often makes a good ending,
they say. .

Oh I know how 1t 1g and have not laid up one single hard thought towards
you. Helen has been going to the hospital to make things brighter for
Fraulein Bergman,and that added to the regular---and irregular--dutlies of
the home keepsher busy,and so she leaves me to Wilder's care---and he has
been having an extra amount of work to do--and so,the time passes.

However,when you both get time to write there are some things I want very
much to know---and if you do not have the actual time to write,get Ruth
Mary to do it for you,she is qulte capable of 1it.

And the first thing I want to know is about Ruth Mary herself. How is she?
And are you gofng to let me have her for a while? I can think of so many
very reasonable and imperative,almost,reasons for her coming with Elizabetk
who says "Oh I should love that,"that I can scarcely see how 1t can be
otherwise than that she shoukd coms.

Then T want to know a2ll about Fraulein Bergman,how she 1s recovering,etc.

I want to know about Bob.Murray'and about the operatlion,and its results,
of January 7th.

I vent to know the details about that Christmas package. D1d you have
trouble with 1t? Did you have to pay any duty? Did the glasses go through
without breaking? D1d the sweaters fit? Did Helen like her little pocketl
pen? Did the sentiment of their being of the first-fruits off my trees
add sweetness to the few nuts I sent? Has Wilder Jr.decided on the ons
magazine that he wants to have coming to him through the year?

I am sending a little package for your birthday,Wllder dear,but am

sending 1t to Helen who will hand it out to you at the proper tlms.

Did you receive the 1little books for Jeff's birthday? Did he enjoy them?
Stuart's came the l4th.of December,and I made him a sweater out of bits

of yarn that I had left over,and yesterday was David's birthday and I
managed to make him one out of other yarn that was left over from that
wrap 1 was making for Ruth in Montreal. Wllder William's birthday followec
Christmas rather closely--being the loTh.of January---1 sent him a shirt
and shorts--they were ouite pretty,I thought,but I have not heard from

him as to whether he received them or if he were plezsed if he dld recelvse

them. :



Claremont
Januvary 6 1930

To my dear Children--Greetings,and may they attend closely to this my
garnest fequest.

You recall that last year I made my desire to bring Ruth Mary to the
California climate as it seemed as 1f the Montreal climate was a bit
strenuous for her? It may have been that the desire was not emphatically
enough voiced, for my remembrance of those weeks with Ruth is filled with
the sense of great perturbation. The mental strain I had been under for
some years was makiﬁg iteself felt,I imagine. However,Ruth Mary did not
come back with me. For at'least three winters she has had several
11lnegsses----1 want her--for as long as you can spare her,and now I can
make her fairly comfortable.

Elizabeth comes home soon,may not Ruth Mary come with her? There will be
some way of sending her to Chicago where Elizabeth will take the train
for home? And yoﬁ know how much Elizabeth would love to have her. She
writes,"Never in my 1life have I seen four such attractive children."

That means a good dseal coming from one w20 thinks of her little brothers
ags being so very wonderful and lovable.

But,not to be turned aside from the one great theme of this letter,think
of the advantages. Saturday morning Mrs.Kermott telephoned asking Adams
and me to come over for the day as she was entirely alone. We called the
taxi and took the trolley,and had a fine visit. §She 18 dreadfully dis-
apoointed that Helen cannot come out this month,bup could not Helen come
later---in the summer,perhaps,or in the spring--if she would not takse

Ruth Mary home too soon.

You see,we are no; far from Upland and the telephons is in good working
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I was so glad to have a letter from you yesterday,for i
had been so vey long since a letter had coms. But I am so sorry to
hear of Fraulein Bergman's 1llness and approaching operation.

That will be another extra expense for you, too. How Priscilla must
miss her,especially. You have not said if she were learning to talk in
Tnglish? But you will all mies her! Pleass glve her my love and
sympathy.

But this paragraph is full of joy. The pictures! How I love them. The
group is fine,with the exception of Priscilla.The kodak taken at the
farm gives a much better idea of the shape of her face,and general
looks even though the sun is shining in her eyes so that it bothers
her. But that picture of Jeff----18 he not simply adorable! £
Thank you very,very much. : :

And the operation that is coming--you sald December Tth.but of course
that would mean January 7th.---- You have always besn a man of prayer-
and that exclamation "If I ecould only cure him" was a most sincere
praver,I know.Please kXnow that your mother, too,will be praying for you
Praying that you may be guided by the Infinite Mind, that Divine Love
w11l be consciously about you.That your mind will be alert,kesn,
triumohant. That your love for humanity w11l guide the hand that
holds the knife. That God may use you agaln,as He has done before,

to bring hanpiness,health to His child who has come to you for help.
And I shall pray for you more intelligently than I have ever been sble
to pray for you in thepast.

shall write her after Christmas.

There have been so many accounts of the terrible blizzard that has
been sweeping the Middle West that I am wondering if Elizabeth got
throuch to you on time yesterday,or if she was delayed in starting.

It 1s so lovely to think of you in Montreal as having one of Ruth's
daughters with you. So satisfying to have you know her and have her
know you. The distance between us will be shortened, somewhat,by that.
That you can add one more of the California family to your book of
intimates.

No,I did not know of your visit to New York and Boston. That was love¥
I am so glad that “elen could have even so short a glimpse of her
Riverdale friends. I should like to hear more of it,but I expect she
1s too busy,and perhaps too troubled,to write such a letter.

Well, the January number of the Reader's Digest came Friday---and, the
card was already here. Thank you very much,dear children. I shall
enjoy the reading,as you well know. I showed it to Jack when he was
here --with Ruth--to take the girls home,and he was deli§hted for he
sald--I have made up my mind that I shall have that, too.
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The girls have gong,and the packages are pretty well packed here. So
many little things of very 1little value that must be made especially
dressy to look like something.

One of the girls--Faith,without doubt--for Margaret will help Mr.
Moore in the store for the days between now and Christmas---1is
coming after Adams and me Tuesday morning. Then Jack and Ruth have
planned,if it 1s possible, to make arrangements at the Hollenbeck Home
to take Cottie and the nurse who geldom leaves her,I imagine,for a
1ittle ride. Cottie is not herself--I think I wrote you?

Then we go to VanNuys to a room at the Sylvan hotel.--Just where and
how we have dinner,is not fully established in my mind,as yet.

But we are to have breakfast and the stockings at 14233 Valerfio--at
seven o'clock the next morning. Then go to North Hollywood for dinner-
Herbert'e family,including George,of course.

To Herbert I have given a book,"Farewell to Paradise by Frank Thelss--
The small boy coming into adolescencs. Very understandingly and tendefly
written. Adams gives him a can of olives.

To Mary I have gilven a 1ittle pocket pen like Helen's,and a quart bottle
of bread and butter pickles.

To the two girls,a box of%§ay Galahad paper with envelopes to match that
have the address like thisione I am using,and a little basket holding a
glass of fig Jam and surrounded with candles,dates(and pregsed frult,
and tied up very artistically--for Adams did that.{she gave each of them
a pair of silk panties--and to Mary a silk nightgownj) To Wilder,a pair &
gox with a jar of another kind of fig Jjam that he m ght compare with his
sisters. To the 1ittle boys each a book.

To George and Dorthy quite a large box of jams, jellies and pickles,and
to Barhhra Jean a pink sweater.

Ruth'e Christmas from me--was that blue and gray wrap begum in Montreal
and never finished. I packed 1t in a Christmas box--and on top largaret
printed,on a card with a pup tearing up a paper and looking very ingquir-
ingly into one's face--these words-- "The cat came back,You thought she
was a goner,But the cat came back." In anothsr box tied underneath-- =
some mors of that pagar—gof which I also gave to Margaret and Falth-with
the nroper addresses, Saper that Ruth had found packed away 1in the
cellar,left thereby mistake when I left the house-)} and in that a card
eaying--"Silent be. It was ths eat.”

mo Jack and Bobs a pair of sox.To the 1littls boys each a book.

And by the way--speaking of olives-- A man in Ontarion makes some delicbous
ones. California ripe olives--uncolioured. You know-or perhaps you do not
know,for the East knows not so much of our ripe olives, they are often
quite black--and have been colored soO. Well--he has no labels on the can,
that ie his speclal mark--and sells only from the packing house. They are
o5¢ a quart can,and mighty good. I should love to send you some along
about January 26th.but I hesbtate on account %xa of the duty. Will you ask
the customs about what such a package would cost,per can? And do it right
goon,you know. You and Helen must have acquired the taste for them? They
are infinitely better than the imported ones according to our taste.

.






have some one else in her place NOW, Hope they keep that person!!

T love you all dearly and dearly.
: Mother

Claremont,
December 15 1929

Dear Children:

» Ags the excltement dies down a little, the remorseful,
grateful feelings rise. I am no}ggigg to say,"You should not have done
this big thing,“' for you know,better than I,what you should have dons.
But,oh dear children,I hope some one can,and will,make it upvto you :
more than compound interest. Perhaps the next"desperate case" that
comes to you willibecome the "beautiful case" that you are striving to
have with every one that comes to you.

You have spoken as though there might be some 1little dread in your minds
at having Elizabeth come to you--I suppose bescause you feel that she

hag exalted ideas of you both. Well,she has,how can that be otherwise?
Like Aunt Addie,who is quite certain that never in all this world can
there be such a wonde%ul couple as you two! I rather think I have not
given very wrong impressions of you both--Ruth upholds me,all right---
and,if you object to hero worship being turned your way--you will have
to change your whole attitude,and that would be wholly against the
nature of you both.

But I want té say this---just open your arms and take her into your
heart,there is where she hopes to be. As to entertaining her? Do not
worry about that--if the children will love her--and they will--and if
Helen will give her something to do that she feels will make her really
helpful--KElizabeth will glow with pleasure. She is rather capable--

and loves to"do things" Kitchen,dinipgroom,nursery,anx where where she
cah be of real help.



At present her mind is filled--not only with the necessity of getting
that thesis off her mind,but with the Jjoy bf learning how to teach.

She fesls most fortunate in having "Aunt Jean" as her preceptor in that
work--for Aunt Jean can make a gramuar lesson S0 intensely interesting
that the children sigh with regret at the close of the hour! And
E11izabeth herself hatee to admit how much she has learned about grammar
in the two lessons that she had participated in.--So,there you have
given to you two topics of conversation that will set her off. You
mieht brineg up the subjects of her two sisters,or her three brothers,
or even her mother and Dad--if things should get stalled at any time---
vhich they won't--for she 1s rather keen,and interested in all kinds

of things. Take her for what she is,--a bundle of contradictions who
{8 just learning to use her own wings a bit,after having them rather
uncomfortably singed,rather more deeply than some of us have reallzed.
By the way,est her to tell you of her meeting Cornslia Stratton Parker.
You will be interested in recalling her?

I am sending her a book that Helen may enjoy having her recad aloud?
Nothing very deep--but heart—wholeséme. I shall direct it to Helen,
and it might be nice to take off the outer wrappings before giving it
her? It will look more attractive. Thereas are other things I have
forgotten to say----but housse duties are calling me--Oh,Faith was home
here,sick with a heavy cold for nearly a week and Adams was in bed two
daye with the same complaint at the same time. Adams 1s at work--or

ak started work at Griswold's--candied fruit place--in order to make
enough money to buy some new store tweth-- I could not say much against
1t,for she feels the need and I did not seem to feei that I could help

her out in that way---- So,of course,she was 1il1l1--she alway 8 when
she overdoes in that way. She ie ambitious,all right. Wellybut they



Claremont--December 12 1929

Dear Helen and Wilder:

I have Just received an air mail letter from
Elizabeth,and am too excited and happy and grateful and remorseful--
for words.Excited that she is really going to Monteeeal,and that you
will know one of Ruth'e dear girls,and that she will know you and her
little cousins; happy that you should want her to come; grateful that
it was possible for you to send for her------ but remorseful that once
agaln you have had to pay a big a price to make yourselves and all of
us so haopy. :
But remorseful as I am,I am putting it one side,as much as possible,
and letting gratitude,happiness and excitement have full sway.

I am copying a bit of her letter--"Nanean you can't guess what has
happened: I'm trembling so from excitementthat I can hardly write. In
today's mail came a letter from Aunt Helen and Uncle Wilder containing
a 8100 check and the statement that I just must come to Montreal!

D1id you ever hear of anything outside of a fairy story and Mother's
operation,so overwhelming? I'm afraid to move for fear I'll wake up.
I had firmly resolved to work six hours average daily on my thesis
during vacation,and consoled myself about Montreal saying that even
though I had the money,I couldn't take the time to go. I'll work
nites during January--or most anything to pull thru. I just can't
refuse the trip. I%'s the most wonderful Christmas in the world for
me ,and indirectly,is a Christmas gift for my whole family,I think.
Just think,Nanean,Two weeks in Montreal!!! Anything grander?
Goodness,how can such a wonderful thing happen to me? I know that you
will be excited and thrilled,but you just can't ima_ine how much so I
am,

So many of the faculty who knew her here are looking forward with
pleasure to her coming back for next semester. Prof.Scott saw her in
Madison a short time ago and told Peg that she was prettler and more
charming than ever----so I just know that you will see her as she is
and will love her,and it will be so wonderful for you to really begin
to know the Wectern family.

She never speaks of Doh now--and since Molly has become certain that
1t is all off I think she feels happler. It is,evidently,a closed
episods.

Yesterday I sent off a box by express to you. I think you will have no
trouble with the customs as the express people want rather fully into
the understanding of its contents--and seemed to fesl that its being
Christmas gifts,would make 1t all right. In fact there is very little
that was bought outright at the stores. I also sent,by mail,a little
rremmbrance to Jeff for his birthday.

In the Christmas box there are two little packages from Ruth. She was
to send the rest for me to psck in my box so as to make it less trouble
to you. I waited as long as I could,but I did not hear from her,and
this morning she phoned me that she had just learned that Jack ha
forgotten to mail the package. :

She 1is looking forward to the end of her year of probation,and fully
untending to begin to drive the car then. Really she has been very



patient in never getting away from homs éxcepting when some one is

able and willing to take her. "With two cars in the family I mean

to be a 1ittle more independent from now on!" But Jack dreads to have
her begin such independence. The girls were plotting yesterday on
making a dead set at their father to have him give Ruth her first
chance at the wheel on Christmas day." We ecan take charge of the dinner
and she and Dad can g0 for a long ride as her Christmas present,"

Faith had been struggling with a bad throat and Monday morning she
came in with a "Please may I go to bed here? It will g€em nicer here
than at the Infirmary." Naturally,I welcomed her with open arms. She
Seemed to have a high fever for two days,but she is sitting at the
table with me trying to write a paper on Politicak Control "whatever
that may mean". I suppose if it were something about Harmony Control
she would know better the meaning of it. She loves everything that
has any connection with music,but rather cold towards other things. -

I hove that you will be sending nothing more to any of the family

here for we all shall feel that we are sharing in the gift to Elizabeth
Although a package came to me this week from W.G.Penfield from New

York. It is on top of the high bookcase in the hall and I often cast

a glance up there with a loving thought for you two dear children.

But Faith has not been my only patient. Aunt Addie hes been at work at
Griswold's for a few days. Having worked all day Sunday in the Pasadens
branch store,she took her weekly vacation on Tuesday. She felt rather
heavy and o0ld and tired and coughed a good deal,but Wednesday--
yesterday morning--she found she was in for it. 8She hoped to go back
to work this noon but when she tried to get up she found bed was her
only place. It is busy time of year for extras of that kind---as Helen
has proved.

I have just packed = big box of Jellies, Jams,and pickles in red and
wvhite papers for Dorothy and Georgs and a little pink sweater for
Barbara Jean. The box looks very pretty.

I am not giving much---and for the 1ife of me I cannot think waht to

send to Ray.

With all my love for you two dmar ones----and I do hope and believe that
you will feel that,howsever much it has cost you,1t will have paid you

- 1n real pleasure. Elizabeth will delight in the four 1littls cousins.

Your Mother.

I had no time to write Sunday because the girls had had a party the
nigcht before and there seemed to be many things to re-habilitate,and
Ruth came out to go to church with me,and the whole family were here .

for dinner-—nine of us.



Clarsmont Californisa
vegcember 2 1929

Dear Childrsn:

Bere we are starting on the last lap of the year that
ends in Christmaé and a week's preparation for 1930!
And that thought brings with it the temptation to breathless hurry
for we remember all that we had planned to do before'Decémber came
inko ‘pur plans,

I have several things I want to talk about--for Adams and I spent
Saturday and Sunday in the city--after the delightful Thanksgiving
day here with the family--the Inglis branch of the family, rather.

Bverything was so lovely that day--the sunshine,the dinner,the viait,
and each and every one of us was happy to be together.

The girls went home with the famlly that evehming,and Friday Adame and
I picked up the dropped threads of everyday living,and prepared to
leave on the 7,30 train the nexy morning.

There came a day of hectic shopping,every store was crovded, of course,
but all of the surroundings wers beautiful with the Christmas colors.
The reason for staying over night was that I had been trying to see gm
Cottlie, Mad not sesmed to make it possible since I came back from
llontreal. Going in on the train,depending on me drivers who also had
plans to carry out,and staying over night seemed the only solution.

We saw Gloria Swanson in the Trespasser--which seemed to be not one who
sinned,but who trespassed,unconsciously,or_naturally,on some one's elsgse

claims,and wanted to make right--- It was a good play and well done--
"100% ta'kie." Gloria Svanson does good work. I think it would pay

you to see it,if it comes your way.

After a good rest at the hotel---breakfast at ten the next morning--
Church--A call at the Rex Arms to see lMrs.Cakley,but not finding her in,
Adams goling to see Blanche---and I going to see Cottie.

I suppose all that I need say about Cottie is that,after telling her
who I was she clung to me----and told the nurse that she had known
me ever since she was a little girl--that I used to take care of
her when she was 1little.

And when 1 came to go away,-fher whole cry while I was there,was "Oh
if T could only see you--every one--all together again!"-}-she said,
"When you go,I shall cry--" and it seemed as if she Veeé were a
little girl again and having no sense of grown-up responslibility or
gself-control,because it was right to have those qualities. But also

il
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having a very great need of love from others and the giving of lovse
to others. She has always had a room-mate--and now that she 1s 1n the
hosvoital,her roommatesg have been hopeless cases for whom she can care
and--love- ==« and each time I go there she has another one.
But I have seen several very beautiful characters in the old ladies
there--loving,self-sacrificing characters.
The nurse says she enjoys the letters I write---and 1f you have the
time,Wilder,send her a written Christmas greeting, speaking of some
one thing that happened in Hudson,where you and she were together.l
think 1t would enter her confused mind,gradually,not with one reading,
but something that would mean pleasure to her. RGN
k&dﬁ‘b&"’b e

I would like to tell you something of Blanche?ﬁnd Sade--or Hleanor.
Mrs.HMutcheroft is devoted to Jane,but could see Iittle to love in
Billy. It was not good for either of the children,and after Eleanor
and Eldon were married,it gradually seemed desirable to have them take
Billy. He is older than Frdd--I rather think Jane is a bit older than
Fred,so they are both in their teens. Wonderful children,really.
Eldon has a daughter older than Billy. Eldon has bought a small ranch
near Whittler--and both he and Eleanor are at work to pay for i1t.
Blanche says it 1is an 1ideal home. Eleanor hag changed soO very much--

She has no thought for anything but Eldon, the children,and the homs.

Eldon,I do not recall his last name,ls liked by all the family who know
him. Me is a pal of hid daughter's and of Billy's. They go to football
games together--he is interested in everything they are interested iR,
and they are interested in all that he wsnts done---the ranch, the
home,1s as well cared for as is possible. Eldon is to educate Billy.
Billy is very musical--as was his father--and has been taking violin
lessons,soon to take up the piano--- I know that you will be interested
for old times' sake---and it is good to hear of men and women who are
doing good things in the world.

The down town streets are simply gorgeous in color and beauty.

We have had the driest #utumn that has been kKnown since 1889 when the
government began to keep track of such things out here. Of course,
we are all hoping for rain--and more rain.

With all love for each and every one of you,
: Mother

e il T Hiedmds: o 0leSin |



= .
Y e
G

galls her to have to send home for money--when she knows things are
short here. But Molly will probably remember soon and El.will find her
consternation was premature. That is the trouble in accepting money
help--it leavaes you so frightfully stranded and helpless when the donor
gets tired of carrying out the offer----and they usually do,do they not?
Tlizabeth will be happler when the year is over and she and Molly can,
CTAETEION: ! Tooking back at 1t,see more clearly and love each
Nevember 24 1929 other more dearly.

With all love-- :
Dear Children: Mother

I have begun to write this letter so hurridly that I
find the words come more rapldly than my- fingers go and mistakes
are being made--more than is necessary,and I halt the speéd.

Friday night---nine o'clock and I was gstting ready for bed--Herbert
and Mary came. Oh but I was glad to see them!  Herbert is looking

fine,I said I thought he face wasg fuller--was he gettling some flesh?
They laughed. He can get up to 139 piunds with all of his clothes on,
but in the bathroom he weighs 125 1lbs. Not much for a man of his
haight? ' .

Mary complains of being tired,and she cannot 4o the ‘extra things she

has been in the habit of doing,and loves to do. ;

Busginess 1s nothing. They are troubled. They are cutting out everything
in the way of Christmas that they fesl they can. -Herbert knows so

very many people in California, through Kiwanigs---------- and by the way,
he is being urged to take the office of governor of Kiwanis. They urged
him and then they came to Mary to urge her to urge him. Her reply was,
but I don't see how he can,hs has neither the money nor the time."

That office demands a mah of wealth,and one who is interested and able
oIV Bl NI blhe Lo ks e sius - e o s

To go back to the broken off sentence--They have felt the need of sendin
many Christmas cards--as the other friends do. Last year their Christmas
cards cost them $22. This year they have cut it down to nothing--so

they think.

Also--they have made a plea for no family Christmas dinner. iary has
had it for the past two years. Ruth had it before that,and both girls
nald for the confusion --more than the work--with weaks of 1llness.

Of course,it has been some years since I could have the family dlnner,
and I am beginning to feel that I cannot do it--even should I have the
conveniences. Selfish that last looks like--but when one does not rise
with joy to meet a thing---perhaps it is hetter to be selfish? I do

not like 1it,howaver,and--I ratlysr suspect when I get nearer to the faumll
so they can more easily come to a family dinner,I shall,again,be on
hand with the invitations.

Pat is to spend her Christmas vacation having her tonsils out again.
She had them out in Hudson and they hoped there would be no more’
throat trouble. Jean will spend her vaeation worklng in at Kress8

in Hollywood. Faith will go back to Allington's and Peg plans to
sell Christmas goods ghd Moors's drygoods store in Van Nuys.

Although her father thinks she should rest---which means? Well,sleep
until noon and stay up until midnight or later ewvery night, In fact
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Margaret is quite a night hawk,and thinks nothing of losing sleep at
that end of the day. :

The Inglis family came out for lunch yesterday,Ruth bringing a big
dishof "goulasch",that was mighty good eating,and we furnishing the
rest 6f the meal, Loulse--Faith's friend was here and while the
girls,Jaclk and Bobs went to the football game,Ruth and the little boys
and Adams and I had a good visit.

Plans were made for Thanksgiving,too. They will furnish and cook the
turkey and we cshall have the react of the dinner ready,to be eaten here.
Then the two girls will go home with them for over 8unday

Adams and I are trying to get things arranged so that housework will
take up less hours of the day--—--- But it is hard planning for that.

I think Blizabeth has ffnally, and fully,decided that Don 1is not the
man she should marry,and they have had a speclal meeting--that lasted
but a2 little while,and have definitely parted. I hope that he will
take the matter as settled and keep away from her. Her one great
thought now 1s to get home with “my family)finish up the year of ed-
ucatlion and get a real,man-sized job for next year-"Somewhere so

that Nanean will take an apartment with me! Then if Peg can land
something so that they can have a room together----- she will be happy.

And---so will her Nanean.

The clinic is booming,you say--that means you are busy and happy.
But--Dr.Cone still being kept busy with propositions--that is not

so good,is 1t? Oh if you could only find someone you could take and xx
train to take his place--would it not be better and easler? 1 do not
believe,after having been stirred up so thoroughly and for so long, that
he will ever fesl quite settled,do you? And the proposition you made
to him was a rather expensive proposition for you. Well--there is an
answer,and you will search until you find it--as usual.

Of course,the farm will"prove a sensible and permanent undertaking"
and you will all get a lot of pleasure and profit out pf 1it,even
should it cost you something more than you had figured on.

You understood that the dresses Ruth gave to the girls were from
Mre.Benedict? And now Ruth says she 1s to get a pattern and some

new material and make up the third one that she rather wanted for
herself,and durine Thanksgiving vacation the girls will help her

and they will make a party dress for Blizabeth and send it on to her.
She has none thf is right as to length now,and--thils 1is a whlsper,I
have told no -ne slse--Molly was so pleased that,wlthout any suggestion
from her that the Thetas should take ®lizabsth 1in, that she to5ld B.

she would pay the #25.initiation feee,and Miss Hoard said she would

pay for the pin--if E. would order it. She ordered the ten dollar onse,
it ig qulte »nlain--but both of the aunts seem to have forgotten what
they told her--and more than that,Molly has seemed to forgst her
#10.monthly allowance,and she 1is out of shoes and stockings etc. It is
rather embarrassing,you know. But she 1s not complaining excepting that

' . t b,



Claremont California
November 17 1929

Dear Children:
Mrs.Kermott brought the proofs of the pictures

Vesterday while I wae in bed. I had not slept the night before so
that Adams refusasd to call me. It was all right,and I shall try to
cat over there today to return the kodak plctures she left for me to

s88,

hat a beautiful baby Jeff is--more beautiful than ever! And how
I vant to see him. I looked them over--did them up-—~and looked
them over again. And then did them up and mailed them to you.

1 cannot tell which one I 1liked the best,they were all so very good
Will you not have a hard time in deciding which one to keep?

Do he and Priscilla play well together? Her guickness was a menace

to him last winter,but his bigness and strength may be a menace

to her this winter. Do you know, the impression that Priscilla has
left on me? Fairy moonlight,I think of,when I think of her. :
What a contrast she and Jeff must be to each other: She so dellcately
formed and he,so substantilal. -

How you both adore and enjoy them!

Wilder do you remember anything about Winnie Walbridge of Spokane?
But of course you do not. She was one of my class of King's Daughters.
You had an earache all night just before I was to glve a luncheon
for twenty-one of those girls. You had wakened just as I was goling
to bed,and we fought it out together. The pain was sasing up a little
when I drew up the curtains and showed you the sunrise-----=- Your
sense of pain suddenly changed to one of great injury. The night had
gone and you had not slept at alll

A great cense of anger nmixed with the sense of ingury—--and how you
cried and clung to me!

And how anxious I was to quist you and get down stalrs to work---A
luncheon for twenty-one was no sasler to manage then than it is now.

However it went off all right and your troubles were soon over.

Of course you saw Winnie after that many times--still you were but

a baby.

Well--the years passed with her as with us--She married Tom Brewer
the president of one of the Spokane banks. A very fine man in every
way. He died latsr of sleeping sickness.

She has a beautiful home in Spokane,but her oldest boy,Robert,wants
to go to Cal.Tech--wants to be a chemist,so she,and her mother and her
two boys come down hare for the school year. She 1s renting a lovely
home in Pasadena. She loved me years ago and she wanted much to
renaw our friendship.

Friday Adams and I were thsre for the day. She invited some other

0ld Spokaners,who are living here, for lunch and we had a delightful
reunion.



The week has passed as quiletly as usual--otherwise.

You have the farmer installed on the place? 1Is he going to prove

a good one? Will he relieve you of all care there,or will he add to
your dally care? Will you try to make any improvements out there
thie year?

In reading over a letter of yoﬁrs written about Salem,in 1922,1 tﬁink
I realized mors clearly Jjust your attitude on having thls new property.
To establigh a place for the children and grandchildren to live in and
love! But the age is so different,ag Walter Damrosch said over the
rafio last night,"We are living in a modsrn world,and we must accept
what that modern world brings to ué." We are living in a changing
world,certainly. We are moving about from place to place,we never feel
neld down to any one spot---I wonder if we can establish a background,
materially, for the grandchildren? But we still give to our children,
and -through them to our grandchildren,spiritual backgrounds. Your
letters show that., The things that I could give you, the things I did
give you mefe not material things but altogsther spiritual——you nave
sald that over and over.So it will be the-spiritual things that you
_two dear varents can gilve to yoﬁr children ﬁhat will carry them on to
successful 11#68. In the meantime it will be most delightful and
helpful to have aV¥established summer home. It was in the relaxed
moments that we had our best talks,Wilder dear.

What are you to do. on thanksgiving? I should like to be left right here

just Adams and I----but I do not know how it will turn out.

W¢h all of love for all of you--
Mother



Claremont,November 10 1929
Dear Children:
Here is a pretty state of affairs! No letter from you
to answer,and my own ideas "all wet."
Friday about 5.45 Peg,Adams and I started for Van Nuys,to see the

B¥ighme]
big Inglis boy{in the play,The Purple Mask. He was Fouche the Chief

of Police. He came on the stage in the first and the last acts,only,
but he had a goéd maﬁy words to say while he wag thers.

He has a fine stace presence,and a good volce,and should do mighty
well,given a little more training,for he loves’it. Théy must have

a wonderful teacher of dramatics,for it was a difficult play for high
school youngsters,and they did remarkably well. It did not drag,it did
not seem terribly like make-belisve playing.

Adams and I stayed all night at the hotel. Ruth has two high school
girls helping her now,and they have the annex,so her bedroom facilities
are limited. They did not think it wise to be gone late at night
leaving one girl and Bobs there alone with the little boys--hence the
two girle.

In the morning Peg came after us and we had breakfast with them. Then
about 9,30 we left for the city.Did a little shoppling,and left there

a little past six with Peg's young man. They brought us home and then
took the car to the mountain cabin where the rest of the party had

gone. They will be back tonight some timse.

You will remember,Wilder,hearing about Mrs.Robert Miller of Spokane?

They were patients and great friends of your father's. They had,at



one time a certain amount of money,but things went wrong,nh lost
everything,money,cburage,and finally life. Her eldest son,Monroe,
married and soon after,died. Robert,the younger son,is married and
lieing here. His wife hates Mrs.Miller,Robert cannot protect her
much as he would like to do so. They have two children,and lrs.l.
insists that Robert must keep the home l1ife intact. Well--she 1s

here in Claremont as Mfs.Psll's housekesper,and has not bsen so happy
in years. She is a handsome woman absolutely white hair,black etez
eyes,erect figure,seventy years oid,and is cooking,serving,etc. for

a stranger! It is an ideal arrangement. lrs.Pell is not strong,is

a lowely,elderly,cultivated woman,living alone in an eleven roon
housa. Loves to entertain,and so does Mrs.liller,and Mrs.iiller is

a wonderfu} housekeeper and cook,and as quick as a flash.

She has just gone from here. To Robert 1t seems a tragedy--To her it
seems like heaven. Wonderful that it should have turned out so beauti-
fully for both Mrs.Pell and for her. Life brings strange

changses.
Adame is starting to pop some corn and make a cup of tea,for

it is evening,and we are going to bed early. I hope I shall have
a letter from you tomorrow. Kiss each child for me----both of you.

With all love, your Mother



be satisfied other-wiss. Loving you all in the same old way--
Mother.

Claremont
October 20 1929

Dear Wilder and Helen--and all of theirs.

I do not seem to have very much to say,this morning. I have no letter to
answer,and I do not seem to have had a very exciting week.

Monday,Tuesday and Wednesday I spent much time with pickles and Quinces.
Thursday Yaith took me to Pomona and we went out to the new,very lovely,
home of Mr.Allan Penfield Nichols. You may recall that when I first came
here and met him in the church he was attracted by my name? Hls mother
was a Penfield and he has the greatest reverence for the name of Penfield.
He 1s a lawyer,and evidently well supplied with plenty of money.

Their new home is built on Genisha Heights,a new sub-division,I Dbelievs,
owned by him. Well--that is quite beside the mark of our pleasure of that
afternoon. The house is wonderful in that it follows the curve of the hill
on which it is built--indeed almost all of the homes there are sltuated

on their own 1ittle individual hill,terraced down to the lower levels----
so that each and every room has its own particular and lovely view.

They have mény 0ld pieces of furniture coming down from the Penfield
family. They'do not seem to belong to our branch--but they are both of
them dears. The garden filled my heart with Jjoy. Or should I call 1t a
garden--the terraces may be better. The flowers were grouped so wonderfully.
Friday night--about ten-thirty--Jack and Ruth brought Adams home. She 1is
pretty tired now,not quite ready for regular household duties--so we shall
not get into running roder for some little time yet.

Mary took her to her good dressmaker in Hollywood and she made Adams a

very lovely gown from some heavy,beautiful copper-colored silk s®bth brack



velvet dots, that was amongst Aunt Elizabeth's things. BShe is so glad to
own such a gown. Ruth still 1o00ks well and is pegging along trying to

work out her household galvathion. It 1is gquite a Jjob,for she has so many
handicaps. _

The middle of the day 1is Stiil as hot as summer,but the nights are dellght-
fully cold--not cool. I witnessed a wonderful sight one morning thls week.

1 woke up at 5.40. We had been naving foggy mornings,but this morning it was
wonderfully clear,and light. 1 could see the moon riding rather high in the
weet,a full moon and as red as it had been when 1t rose in the east the
evening before. It looked strange--like the suﬁ-—and seemed to radiate
color. I got up and went into the front room and there was the sun rising--
as full of color as 1t was possible for it to Dbe. The red and gold stretched
clear around the southern nhorizon and met the gleam of the moon. It was
simply marvellous. It must have been nea ly a half hour before the moon

108t its color.

A

You aTe to be in Vetroit tomorrow? ---And your paper 1is ready today? and
you may see Elizabeth in Madison before you return to fontreal? Oh I hope
so. She will tell you all about the wonderful initiation at the Theta House
will,perhaps,or if encouraged, tell you all about Don--etc. I begin to
think that marriage with Don may vecome a fact,after all. However,she will
do nothing rash--and will come nome in February. She has written for a
position here that ﬁay keep her going while finishing up the semester that
will give her the education certificate. ghe will have her l.A.degree in
February---8o,if she should marry Don,and he should not help her make a
guccess of the marriage--she will have her propser credentials for self-
gupport. 3 suppése after you two know Elizabeth I shall be Jjust as anxious

that you should know Peg and Faith. I think the only solution will be for

yoi to come to.Califarnia and know them all of both families. I shall never



did was done willingly and gladly,but itrgas ;; im i

oA ¢ ‘ position, just the sanme.
You two dear children are darlings--I apprecalte you and léve you. 1 also
kxnow that you have your hands full with the demands of 1life,and that it 1s

proving something of a problem of how %O meet things financi
¢laremont, California God bless you bgth, anclally.

Novembsr 3 1929 Mother

Dear Wildsr and Helen: ;

Gold nights,warm bright days that are almost like sumuer heat
for about two hours in the middle of the day! Days that urge one to be
out of doors,to take long rides, to bse lazy and contentd
But the days are full to overflowing with things that are walting to be
done. Foolish to be 8O bound down by the seemingly very important things
connected with the daily living? :

Oh Wilder dear,how in the world did you get the 1dea that I was expecting
you to pay mlizabeth's expenses 1o Montreal?--Goodness me,l an glad that
you promised not to write to her until you should have heard from me.

Tt has been a double misunderstanding, for it explains,to me,why you have
been so lukewarm about her coming. Glad that you wrote mé as you did.

Now let us zet this thing right. R1izabeth does want to visit you very
much,but she has not urged her going,she has always sald it was too expen~
aive a trip. But I was very tnsistent,because I not only wanted her to
xnow you,but I wanted you to know her. I think I have talked 8O much about
her that I may have given you an altogether wrong impression of her and 1
wanted you to know her and see for yourself. The fact of the matter 18
that Elizabeth has always demanded very little in the way of money,Ve have
often had to reprove her along that line. She grew up feeling that neither
her father nor her mother were wige gpenders and that it rested on her
young shoulders to keep things from going to smash. She is not gelfish in
that way,at all,and she has always tried to save Uus all in the matter of
money.

Probzbly thinge I have sald about her and Molly have given you a wrong im-
pression as well.It grinds Blizabeth to be dependedt--she nesitated a long
time before che consented to accept Molly's offer,and only did so becausse
we all thought 1t would be the best thing for her.

Molly and she do not pull together as well as Miss Hoard and Elizabeth.
They do not seem to understand each other as well. Molly wants Elizabeth
to think just as she thinks,and Elizabeth does not seem to know how to meat
thet condition. Molly has done 80 much for her,she was 8O pleased that
the Thetas wanted ©1izabeth to becomse one of them--but even that has brought
extra friction in their minds. The Thetags are almost all of them well sup-
plied with money, they dress very well,etc.and Elizabeth cannont. Yet--she
hag never in her 1ife been envious of girls who nad more,she has never in
ner 1life been unhappy when she could not keep up with the rest in clothes
ste. So,1 know that she is perfectly sincere when she says 1t does not
make her unhappy now--but,she does need more things than she used to need.

she wrote me,as I told you last Sunday, that she was thinking no more of
going to Wontreal, she wanted that extra money to put towards her fare home
in February. Thils week other letters have come bringing new complications.
ghe has really been having a very hard year with her feelings towards Don.
1t gseems strange the way things have comse sbout. She went to Madison because
she wae in love with him,and wanted to get away from him to squelch that



love or he sure that 1t was real love. It was not long before he was back
in Chicago where his home has always been. She has been up and down ever
gince. Molly does not like him--Jean Hoard thinks she would soon learn to
love him--Elizabeth gete sympathy from her,you see.

Well---Elizabeth thought the thing was settled--and last Saturday told him
that she would marry him. She was as happy as any girl could be for about
twenty-four hours. Then came trouble again. He insists that if she lovss
him she will marry him in February--she insists that if he loves her he will
vait until Summer. She wants to come home,she wants to finish up her work in
Education so that she will feel on top of the world as to being able to take
care of herself,no matter what happens--She wants to have a year of teaching
80 as to vpay back what she has bowwowed on scholarships,and get something

to help Faith's fifth year--indeed she wants to finance that year.

She is willing to marry Don next summer,if he will allow her to teach for
the first year,but she isg not willing to marry him right away without even
coming home.

How that will come out,I do not know. But,she will not go to lMontreal this
winter--she will probably spend the holidays with Helen Dean Wilmans--as
Helen has been incisténg---- and the money that I have been saving out will
be put with other money to bring her home---if she wins her polnt.

So,a letter from you advieing her that it would be better not to'come to
you would have been only another hurt,and an unfalr one from her under-
standing. '

Margaret has had a birthday.Elizabeth sent her a lovely plece of underwear--
I think it was the one that Mrs.Andsersen gave her this summer--Jack and Ruth
. came out Thursday night with a birthday cake,and Jack had stopped at a

shop and brought three dresses for her to choose from--nice,of course,but

oh dear,if he had only given her the money and let her sselect something

for herself,it would have been better. He has taken the notlon of buying

all sorts of things for the house and family,not giving them a vaice in the
the matter at all. Breakfast dishes{red elephants for decoration) blankets,
(Ruth could have chosen better)and all kinds of grocery foods and heaps of
fruit for the girl's breakfasts,when they come out here--things in such
guantities that spoil before they are able to eat them,thing they do not so
much care for--they laugh ruefully and say--"If he would only give us the
money those things cost!" He 1s growing more like his father? Perhaps.

But it is rather dangerous buying necessities for other people,is it not?

Well,we had & birthday party here Friday night. Twelve young people--they
had a delightful time. The rooms were bright with yellow and brown marigolds,
the table was lovely with the orange and black,the place cards were lots

of fun--3a2llowe'en things-- the sandwichs,apple and mlnce‘pies,cider and
punch were not to be beaten--and after refreshments they gathered quietly
about the fire and I read them a story that they akl seemsd to enjoy.

I wag interested in your having glven your papser over the radio--it bothered
you--but I am sure that you were more consclous of the bothered feeling than
any one else. Any man that can master a dictograph will not long be bothered
by a microphone. I seem to have reached the end of the]paper—-l must go
and wash the breakfast dishes,but I want you to know,dear boy,tpat I really
did not hope that you would pay ®lizabeth's expenses for that vist--I know
That last winter it was a burden to you when we were in lontreal--and I

hope that you will never be so imposed on again. I know,too, that allthat you






some notice--and she 1s "in consultation" with the highest---She has no young
man she can call her own "Yet all the lads they smile on'"her as she walks along

The reason I am growing more and more sure that she loves him is that, for

the first time,she hesitates about going out with other men,not wanting to

encourage them--for men do fall rather heavily for her. However---

I am sending some coples of the Student Life for you to read. The resignatil

Claremont--October 27 1029 ©f two night editors--the best--and the Sports
- editor led to Margaret's article. It has

Dear Children: caused quite an exciltement--and the faculty are taking---

We have had a week of packing and assortling and repacking.
Adams has opened the two barrels of dishes that came from Spokane and
has renewed acquaintance with things‘she has not even seen for seven
years. Very exciting! I stood aghast for a few moments,and then in a
somevwhat weak volce sald--"Adams whére are we to put them?" Every drawer
and shelf in the house was full already. She looked questionly at me for
a moment and sald,"Why I can pack them again." Well--if I had not eaen
any of the things that belong to me for that lenghh of time,and if I had
come to a place that I expected to call home, the filrst thing that I
should want would be to get my own old loved things about me. So we
agreed to think it over. The most natural thing in the world came to me
that night. Zvery house needs a going over once in a while and new things

ut in place of the old,perhaps. I may not stay here for more than this

With love--Mother

{5 A

ear,and some of the extra--perhaps mostly no-account---things must be

n some way eliminated--so here goes. I shall pack away many of my

o

pieces of bric-a-brac and extra glass ware etc.They will go to Ruth
eventually,and I can call that Ruth's trunk. Then as her glirls marry

she may,if she chooses,go to that trunk and give to them a little some-

,from the College president down to every one of the Janitors.They =

thing from her mother'sand grandmother's things for a wedding gift.

4

It will be her right and pleasure to give or to keep as she pleases.

Well,that 1left quite a bit of room. Some of Adame' things are put in

the campus
are all friends of hers.

their places. There will be made another selection of dishes from both
hers and mbne that will be put away to be used when we are 1n a clty

anartment. We could not take all of our many things into a tgo-roomed

e .
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r comes I wish Helen would open it,as there will be a speclal

tiifby sher,

1282

When the
messgee

so when the next moving is made there will be a final clearing out,but
we shall be separating gradually all of the coming months between now

and Junse.

One of the things that has come to me is this--Wilder do you recall when
Grandma J.bought the little cremse d'Mienthe --is that the way 1t is
spelled?---glasses? Do you recall her intense delight and gatisfaction
when she used those 1little glasses filled with the beautiful, sparkling
l1iquer? I do not think it ever oceurred to her that a really good pro-
hibitionist would not serve that minty,sparkling drink--it used to be

a joke between Tom and me. However,I still love the glasses because of her
Would you and Helen care to have them? If so,I should like to gsend them
to you as a Christmas gift. A1l of the Christmas gifts I give this year
will be something on that order--left-overs! !

I am enclosing a beautiful tribute to the Pewter Pot. Thought that you
would like 1t.

1 think you knew,Wilder boy, that to know that you would not drinx wines
in the U.S8.would give me great pleasurse. Thank you for telling me.

The atmogphere of Montreal 1s sgeping into your consciousness as being
much more like enjoyable living,is 1t not? I was much interested in your
reaction to things.

But truly,you must feel rather 1like a "Man without a country" at present.
A Canadian here,an Ameriwvan there. ---But you are qulte a man wherever %ou
may be,as they 2ll must acknowledge.

W

1%30 anxious to hear if you went to see Elizabeth--I shall be very dis-
appointed,I am afraid, if you do not see her.Chicago is such a little way
from Madison.

Don is urging her to marry him in February and not come home. But I think
ahe feels that she must come home. She has borrowed money for tuition and
thinks she should teach long enough to pay that back and to lay a small
foundation for Faith'e fifth year. She feels that she should finish up :
vhat she has started--but acknowledges that he 18 putting up a strong
argument and it is a very great temptation.

Also,she says so much has been done for her that she does not feel that
any more stinting should be done here to take her to Montreal this winter
but that money should go towards her fare home. She wants to go to Montreal
just dreadfully,but she does not feel that it 1is right. And if she marries
Don and lives in Chlcago she can have that visit some other time in the
not distant future.

Hia firet marriage went on the rocks because he could not earn more than
8300 a month, He has cald,until now,that he would not marry again until
. he was earning at least $400, He 1s College graduate,a fratsernlty man,
and has his pilot'e transport XXSREREBXXPEEREE 1icense..(Had a terrible
time spelling that word.) So it would seem as though he might be sure of
a good living,and Blizabeth can make a dollar go a long way and will not
object to practising economy. And,of course,it will be much better for
Barbara to have the new mother as soon as possible. :

She, probably saw Dok\if;ii%ig;ght,going to a frat.party with him,and on
Saturday having dinne t home. I hope that came off all right.
She has been holding back untll she was very sure of her own feselings

ecause of the family'e non-a roval,and I _think a visit is i
g?s %a%her an he% and thepgaby,w 11 help her to know %ga% ish%?%h%?e “.



|

reo e

B

/e A ¢ 4

w.2excited they all were! When I asked the 1little boys what they expected to

“see--they sald "a pig." They had never seen a live pig--but when they came

home they had seen so many other wonderful things they never spoke of the

“  pilg. Please tell Ruth Mary I send my congratulations on the long swim.

.~ Ruth was greatly pleased to know that her namesake liked what she so liked
11f 1;0 do. And last night she was as exclted as she used to

& Claremont,gg grn ‘be after seeing the races with her father. You know she

| 248 e ONNel s went with him to the racetrack and I went with Herbert to

Se baseball. And this morning Margaret takes me to church!

Dear Children:
: I am delighted with your purchase of 233 acres--in the wilds--
<% and believe that your $2500 are well invested. Surely roads will be built
- "~and the property will be more valuable. Surly if tenants have been found
Lfor the past 80 years,tenants will be found for the coming 80 years.
If the tenants can make a living for themselves and look after the property-
in other words protect the bulldings you may build later--during the

winter months, they will pay for themselves.
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Of course,I understand that--at present--there will be no need for buildings
save on one of the sites that you have chosen. Oh dear,it is fun to plan
for when the children are married and will need homes---but there 18 a lot
of ouestioning when they are old enough to choose for themselves!!

‘alet 4

Are you tired of hearing about Elizabeth? But I want you to know her a
little bit before she comes to visit you and I am going to venture one more
bit of copying.
She wrote a personal letter to her mother--full of Joy that she is now able
to take her place in the home," Just as efficlent as any one-.else."
"One of the things that makes me most Joyous is that the two little boys
won't ever remember the mother which we are all forgetting,but only our
new,perfect,real mother. Indeed we have much,very much,for which to be
thankful." "Every once in a while I have to explode into a paean of
Joy. It's all been said over and over before,but quite often it still
causes me to stop and realize and apreciate anew the glorious wonder of it."
You see,no one of the familv--aside from Jack and me--appreciated to the
full, just what was coming to Ruth.
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Molly and Katherine were making curtdins--hence the following.

"I got lunch. Such a thrill for me--the first of its kind since I arrived in
Madison. I miss never fussing in a kitchen except to wipe dishes or watch
Katherine, Suppose I'll lose my knack?" ‘My latest ambition is to marry a
wealthy man and have six or eight children. The only complication,besidss
the man,of course,is that I would not have much time of oportunity to cook.
Another specification is that he be an architect. I'm golng to study
interior decorating and I have gorgeous plans for our beautiful hone.
Dreams? yes,I'1l1l probably end up by marrying Don after all this fuss. He
-8t111 wants me to do so." :

&

A A

I wanted to quote something from a letter to me,but I guess Ruth took it

home with her last evening. I had written her about the trip to Montreal

at Christmas time. She had not sald much about it and I suspected the

4« reason so I wrote her that she need not worry any more about the money that

* ??“it would take--for in some way the money would be forthconing, for it would be

:: Yfﬁa crime for her not to go. Then she let out her feelings on the subject.her
‘ Naturally she wants more than anything else to visit you. Be_ prepared fSF\

having placed you both on a rather high pedestal,She has heard nothing but

A
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but wonderful things about"Uncle Wide and Aunt Helen" and she longs to

~ xnow you both and she longs to know the children.

Don has been up to see her,and nas taken her up in an alrplane----He is
teaching in a ground achool in Chicago,and is fitting a Madison pupil for
a transport license. So she spent some time 1in the air-port firld while he
was there. She says she will not worry about the gquestion of marrying him
oshe will just let matters slide quietly until she is sure."But I cannot ]
nelp the feeling that,in someway,l belong with him."

Molly was very nice and invited him to dinner---and then,she evidently
ahowed that she felt Elizabeth should feel as she felt. For Elizabeth had
to take a two mile walk to qulet her feelings,and that not being enough
NI just jad to let out to you. But it is all over now,and I am smiling."
The most of the letter was probably written through tears--or so I Judge.

1 think Ruth 1is,perhaps,the wisest of us all. She says,"No one can declde
for another. While I am disappointed,it 1is Elizabeth who must declde for
nerself,and no one else." While I let off pretty hard at the tlme she

and Don had their troublie----which,as 1t appears to us,was that he cooled
and she did not----and I wrote her just exactly what 1 thought,I have not
mentioned the matter since. But Ruth has written her Just as she feels and
as she expressed herself. It will be a wonderful letter for Elizabeth to
recieve,and will steady her far more than any opposition. The fact of the
matter 1s,E izabeth has always decided things for herself,and when poor
Molly tries to guide her as she has so many other girls,1lt 1s hard for both
of them. It 1s rather interesting to watch--but Ruth will smooth it over
for both 6f them as she has written Molly quite plainly as to how she feels

is the best way to meet it all.

And now I must tell you something else that I know will interest you.
Wilder William has decided that he should at least graduate from High school
Bis work in the lumber mill takes him from home on the early car--six,lI
believe. He goes to Hollywood, changes thre for Glaendale.Formerly he was
nome for a late dinner. Now he stops in Hollywood and goes to night school
gays he may R graduate in Pat's class or perhaps not until Fred 1s ready-
bu% graduate from Hollywood--where he began nis work--he will., So 1t seems
that those two boys are a bpit slow in getting gettled,but quite sure.
George and Dorothy,a friend and,of course the dear baby,came Friday in time
for lunch. They left the baby with me and went to the Pomona Fair--as they
dld last eummer. After a falrly late dinner they went on home.

Both George and Dorothy arse pulling for Australia--and are trying to get
Herbert and Mary to go with them. I nearly fainted at the 1idea-but George
said "Dada Dean,Dad has got to do something. Therels nothing in Real istate

% riow expept the high powered aalesmanship--and he hates that." That means

free bus rides,lectures,etc.A down payment which 1s rushed t6 thebank

and cashed before the victims reach home in time to stop the payment--etc.
Of course,George ls the apple of Mary's eye,andl wonder:

George tried to make me think it would be fine for me to spend my last
years in travelling from here to Montreal,around to Australia--etc.etc.
Picking up any stray grandchildren that I might find on the way.

Visiting around does not gound good to me. I told him 1t would soon be
"Oh dear,next month is the month I have to take care of grandmother!"

Jack and the family came out yesterday in time for lunch and then went on
to that same Falr. Wanted me to go too,but 1 wag tired and preferred to

stay home and get the diriias They were pack for 5.30 dinner abd how



Clarsemont .
October 13 1929

Children dear:
Oh such a nice newsy lsetter from Wilder this week!

Goodness me!!---How what you said about Jeff made me squirm---I want
gsome of -that ecuddling! Bless his old heart,love him for me sometimes.

I am alone again for a week. Thursday Peg,Adams and I went in town--did
some shpping,spent something over an hour with Mary and Jean--went to

Van Nuys for a few hours and left Adams there.

Ruth had received a package with three lacy party dresses in it from
Eloise Platt Benedict. The one she hoped to have for herself--went to Peg.

And Ruth and Adams went to ripping and mending the lace etc.and Jack and
Ruth brought it out Friday night---I say night,rather than evening,because
i1t was nearly eleven when they came--after night school--and one before
thev Refh-—~r=- The hurry was because Peg needed it. Saturday was
"pounder's Day" and there was to be a big banquet,and Peg--as editor--and

Marcus Stanton as president of the senlor class were to sit at the
president'e table. Marcus to make a speech,and Peg to be introduced to the

Alumni and "kin€ friends"from out of town. che had no evening dress----
but oh this one was so becoming and made her fair skin falrer than even.

of

I took advantage ir the lull of getting re-adjusted here and made two

more lots of pickles,and cleaned etc.on Friday and Saturday. Yomorrow I
will strip the quince tres and finish up the quinces.

So Dr.Jones is out of the plcture now. Do you think he will do good work
in his prefession? I hope he has the right kind of a wife to help him.
And Dr.Russell is gone! Are you satisfied with what she got in her year's
wvork? What kind of material is Dr.Evans?

T hone Dr.Cone 1s back at work. You really need some one to help during
these vacation times,do you not? Operating all night ? How tired you
must have been! Couli it not be managed,after these long,hard operations
that you should have one day in between for real remst?

I hope that Paul Mysrs and his wife are pleased with the Magog proposition.
Would you want them to buy a lot of your new property so as to make them
fixtures?

You go to Detroit on the 2lst.And then go to Rochester---oh will you not
stop off in Madison? Do,pleacs. You know Mary's new address? I will

write it here for fear you may not have 1it.

2114 Bascom Street.

When you come to think of it,come to look back a very few years,how strange
1t must seem to you to be going to medical assoclations and glving papers
in the company of the men to whom you gave your revsrence when you were a
student.

It will be interesting to meset the men in Detroit where you so nearly

went to work. Things have turned out very wonderfully for you.




But what a series of traffic accldents! You are living on a rather
puzzling corner,so many streets coming in together so near you. And you
have no "back yard" of your own for the children to play in.

And that reminds me,I had something of a surprise handed to me last evening.
Mr.Baughman called and aaild the city weExe was ready to gravel.grade and

o1l the alley betwsen this lot and the others. It seems that the alley--

or narrow street--will come up even with my kitchen steps. And all of the
planging, the bird bath,etc.have encroached on the street line. :

That puts a new line on garden activities. What the gophers have not
destroyed will have to be moved! That means two gorgeous cherokes roses _ 7%
that I fear will not respond before blossom time, /i d
Mr.Raughman said,"Your path will have to pe moved too," but I laughed and”’
asked him where there wasg any room for a path. However--two peach trees
are right on the line--and 1f the branches are trimmed up to allow the

cars to pass,I shall never be able to reach the peaches--but 1 shall have
to do nothing until it rains any way. Mr.Baughman wnats to make over an
0ld garage into a house and that faces on this street. It 18 all quite
right,but I have not adjusted myself as yet. I notigve that he wants me

to write to Mr.Rich about it. He 1s rather affaid that Mr.Rich may object.

I bought me a new dress Thursday--but I cannot wear it today because 1
d1id not buy me a new hat to go with 1t. "Very shiftless"---was 1t not?

With all love for you all,
\ Mother

Of the other two lacy dresses,I think one can be fixed for Ruth and the

the other fits Falth perfectly--not a thing to be changed. She has two
pretty evening dresses,but she needed just this one for the glee club

because the other two 4re too long for that.

She 1s a very popular dancing partner and goes much more than most gilrls.



Claremont,California
October 6 1929

Dear Montreal Family:

Thank you so very much for the kodak pictures and for
the reprints. You know,Addle is here now and I read the address aloud
to her just after reading the letters,and should have read the other had
we had the time right then. And we did understand a 1ittle bit!

Prisecilla does not look quite as she did,someway. Her little face looks

go mich older. Ruth Mary is such a healthy looking,happy,darling girl.
Wilder Jr.looks as cross as he always does when having a plcture taken---
in the four together,and yet he had Brindle Tuck with him--why? Had Ruth
Mary ruffled him? He looks darling,and as he does look,in the one with Bxx
Bruce,and when he is carrying the big armful of wood.

And Jeff!How straight he 1s in the together one,and how besautiful in the
one with Fraulein Bergman. I am glad to have a picture of her, too.

His short hair is still curly,isn't 1t:

I am afraild the pilctures made me a blt nomesick for each and every one of

them. I feel so sort of remote from Priscilla--I did not le '
at all last winter. arn to know her

I think it is most wonderful that Helen can go off with the two older
children and Wilder Dr.when she can get him. I tell you I believe 1t 1is
gquite necessary to get away alone--or with a very few--rather often.

For instance--of course,Fraul&in B. fine as she is,must rub into the raw
once in a while when there is such close communion through all of the
weeks and months, I presume it is good for her,too,to get away from you
older ones so that she can re-construct herself.

I am sure that you will never regret buying Green's Point. You will need

a refuge in the winter as well as in the summer--though for a shorter
time,of courss.

I hope you may be able to get into the real spirit of Montreal this coming
year. It has all been so hard in many ways,but after the summer changse
things may look a 1ittle different,and surely when you are not as pressed
at home,as you were last winter,you will be able to find real friends that
will make it all seem different to you.

Of course,Wilder's work will always be engrossing--of necessity--but,after
all,it 1is nearer to you now,Helen,than it was when he was in New York? You
must seem a bit more intimate in his work? You will know his patients
Better, perhapsa? You will,as you always have,getl into the swim and

go along with him in the marvellous way that you have always done,and you
two will be happy because of each other for always and always.That is so
good to know, I am 80 blessed that all of my children grow closer and
closer together as the years go on. :

Those 16 books to be covered with cretonne!!! What should I do with such
Problemsl ~Ses-coAs How wonderful and interesting about Jeff's walking as
he did! Bless his heart--why can 1 not see him do 1it? :

for goodness' gake do not,for one moment,fear that Elizabeth will not have

a
Eoogd time with you this winter. ©She 1s so homesick for her own--for



those who will know and love her because she 1s Elizabeth,she would be happy
with you under any circumstances. She has you on a pedestal,to be sure,for
we have all placed you two and your family there for the chlildren to look
up to--but to love more than worship. There 1ls a difference,you know.

You ask how her year is being financed. folly finances everything in daily
1ife. Buye all of her clothes,pays tultion etec.etc. But when her teeth had
to be attended to,she had that bill to pay. When she went into the Theta
Sortrity,it was expected of her,as of others,that she pay $160 into the
fund. She sold some stock that she had,to pay that,and we all sent money for
her birthday to pay the dentist--- All of the summer expensesg Lolly paid.
She is doing so much for her---but we could not expect her to pay the
Montreal expenses,of course.

She is planning to come home in February,and hopes to get something to do
here to pay her expenses while finishing the educational year.

She is taking a very heavy course in Madison this semester.Heavier than the
professors thought she could do. She has had no job there,lt was not lolly's
wish,and she has had her hands full anyway.

I must tell you about Margaret. She is so absolutely different from either
Elizabeth or Faith. The three are so very unlike. Last Spraing Margaret
urged,with all of her oratory,Pres.Edmonds and others of the faculty that
they should put in some sort of educational help--or at least some sort of
daily supervision over the paper. Every one who comes here 1is more or less
very ignorant of the work on a dally paper. They agreed with her---but----
She felt her own need of instruction so toock Joeurnalism in B.S.C.this
summer. She finds 35 willing reporters--ten know more or less about a
paper,the other 25 are greener than green. Things began to pile up--So,
with no fuss about it,speaking to only the ones she must consult,she has
found a classe room she can use,has given the ten speclal work,and has made
the other 25 enthusiastic to come to that classroom once a week whil she,
herself,gives them the proper instruction. They are called " cub reporters"
and there 1s a sort of competition to be stressed,whereby those who show
improvement and ability shall be encouraged,and made ready for the regular
work next semester.

Will the Englishman spend some time with you in your Lab.? 1 was. interested
in your translation of Hortega's article. Well--I am sure that it will be
of satisfaction to you that Dr.Come is to stay with you,and it will make
your work,as a team,easler in every way. Your working together will bring
your income up more easily than if you were with some new man? Is the work
in the Gensral coming out more satisfactorially? Have you a good coming man
there?

Yes,George is surely going to Australia. He has always wanted to be a
farmer. There is more of an opening for him in Australla than here. He had
that in mind when he was in Australia on the ship,for such a long time.

And Herbert,here is what he says--""eorge is working on me to go to Aus-
tralia with him. The best thing about that 1s that he wants me to go 8o
badly," Real Estate is not plain selling now--1t means free bus rides--

a hulla-ba-loo and lectures etc.etc.etc. Herbert cannot,and does not want to
enter into such competition. He is stressing insurance more now--but their
expenseg are heavy,they have learned to live 1ike rich people,and the
pressure 1s great. "But Dad must do something"G eorge says.

Birch—
i i _ and get ready for c
ell--the morning 14 st 1 must stop %oving you all,Mother
g



Oh yes! I want to know something about the cat,the dog,the blrd--and the
Tish,

Did they all go to Magog with you?
claremont September 30 1929

Dear Children: !
The summer has gone,the sun shines as brightly as evee but,

except in the middle of the day,the summer heat has gone. It is the time
of digeging in the gardens and planting. California's second spring time.
But,I only look at the garden and wish I could get at it,or else felt that
I could afford to hire some one to do the work that fairly shrieks at one.
The house seems to be calling,too--and there are still the quinces to put
up. Helen 1s feeling the great urge of work to be donse,I know. I sexpect
that she has a lot of energy stored up for the coming winter and is rather
enjoyine the necessity that seems to lie on her consclence. I used to feel
that same delightful ensergy---but,some way,it does not push me now as it
did,and all the energy I have seems to be doomed to overcome a dislike of
doing the things that are mine to be dons.
I have not heard a word from Aunt Addile all'the month of September. I have
- been trying to find out wheh she 18 planning to come. I sent the truckman
down for the main body of her many things, they are here,so I seem to hold
the whip hand,she must let me know--some time--when she wants us to come
down for her.
In the meantime,I am in a condition of wondering if the girls will be home
for lunch,for dinner, --and when! The past two weeks have béen very hard
ones for them. But I think they will get falrly well organized before long.
Yesterday -Sunday--Failth and I went to Redlands in order that she might
try out for the choir in the Congregational church. Mr.Babcock, the leader
of the Glee Club (girls') and teacher of vocal music in Pomona,lis leader

of that cholr. The pastor is the father of one of Pomona's finest senlors,

$ho 1 thelir : ;
Position pay, sololst #5.and expenses. She had a greatmixwp



with music---left her sacred songs in Van Nuys,etc.etc. So she sang
somewhat under a handlcap. There were two other applicants---one of them,

I should think,would not be chosen--but the other one is evidently well
acouainted, probably a member of the church,as when she stood waiting for

the organist she waved and sm'led at several--whether really members of

the committte or not,I could not see. I do not think her singing can

compare with Faith's--even under the handicap--she had to sing songs for
contralto--instead 6f soprano--I am quite sure,too,that Mr.Babcock felt

Just as I did---but a committee of seven--I think--were sitting in judgement
and how they will decide remains to be proved. She would have to go to
rehearsal every Saturday night and stay over until after chﬁrch Sunday.

That would mean no going home over week-ends,and no college formals on satur¢
nighte--and no football games! But,she says,"I am here for music."

I 4id not #et my letters written yesterday,and am stealing time thils
morning. 1 have geard no news from any one--and all that has taken place
here has been "Claremont Day" last Friday. The stores made a great effort

at decoration and hospitality--they did well,it was interesting to us--but
not for you. T 11 me all about how things seem now that you are running

on regulgr schedule again. How 1s everybody? Give a greeting to Mrs.Russell
for me,and to the Cones. Is Dr.Jones happy and hard at work? Has the English
Dr.Russell gone home? Have you any others studying with you? How is Frauleir
did che enjoy the summer? When are the plctures of the children coming?

Ie Priscilla very well now? And Jeff! Goodness me,I would like to fesl that
little body in my arms again. And are Ruth and Wilder Jr.ready and anxlous
for school this term? Are they still going to the public school,or did you
make different arrangements? Oh I wish I were going to Montreal this

winter. I feel as though I had been defrauded of a real visit. Things were

hard for you,and the anxlety about Ruth etc. Well---some sweet day I hops
to try again. With all love for each and every one of you--llother.



How nice 1t would be if,sometimes,we could look into the future and see
where one 1s to be then. But you have made one decision--you will be in
the present home for at least 18 months more.
I was interested in the shop in the woods--they have had the fun of doing
original work even if no customers are able to find them! And what Joy 1is gr
Claremont greater. than that? The stay in Quebec meant much to me--and
the buying "The Golden Dog" pleased me to know.Helen you
September 15 1929 were good to send me the postals while on your trip.
: My very dearest love to you and your household.
Dear Montreal Family: Oh,by the way,has your cook proved satisfactory,and
~41ll she stay with you?  MNothar e
I think this letter will be mostly quotations from Elizabeth's
letter after visiting the Chesters. That will be,I am quite sure,much
more interesting than anything I could write all by myself. The Ross family
went to Laguna last Monday,to return tomorrow and all with whom I have
come into very close contact,aside from the laundyman,the grocer's clerk,
the iceman,etc,are Clinker Ross and myself. Of course that is perfectly
good company,Clinker is a fine cat,but perhaps not very exciting to any
one else.
I would send the letter in toto but the Van Nuys family have
Eot yet read it. -

"Had a perfect week end! One of the greatest treats of my year hsere.
Arrived in Oconomowoc Sat.A.M.at 16:15 We went over to visit Mr.
Millar's gardens and gather some flowers. It i1s absolutely the most
wonderful private garden I've ever seen/ It was like a fairy book spot.
I kept wishing and wishing that Nanean could enjoy it with me. It was
glorious!

After lunch I played with the children while the rest took a nap. Bidlvy,
age 4,1s the.most attractive youngster whom I've ever met. George,age
7,18 a dear and Marian,9,quite a 1little lady.

‘Mrs Chester can best be described as a perfect mother,an ideal wife.

The children are better behaved thah I thought possible. It was great
fun to play with them.

Then we went for a walk along the lake,in the woods,to visit a friend who
lives in an o0ld English castle. Beautiful! Had an enclosed garden the
size of a large lot. Lovely terrace down to the lake,etc.

Y |
When we returned we found that the other guestsigfﬂ%arrived.
Harry Ogden,graduated from Harvard a year ago,but is still a typical
college senior. largery,his sister,is a senior at Downer this year.
Hibard Paine,Mrs C's cousin,is quite interesting. Will be erEceedinly so
from 35 on. Very polsed but too grown up for his age just now.
Has been practicing law in New York for a year. ~
Hig cousin,Charles Paine,about 34,from Chicago,is very attractive.
Liked him.
After dinner we talked and then played bridgs.
Sunday morning Mr.Chester and Charles P.played golf,and I tagged along
as audlence. Enjoyed it! Made a foursome with two very nice nen.

After dinner we took a short ride on the lake,swan,tennised,and generally

played around.
For supper we went on a corn bake with friends of theirs. Harry had to go

sunday evening,so we four younger ones went for a ride. Then Charles P.

28a 1 Sat\gyﬁnh until 1:45 talking. Grand discussion running the usud



gamut from religlon to gex--except that we left out politics.
I hated,like fury,to leave lMonday morning.

Mr.Miller has bought the adjoining place for the Chesters. I wish that

T had time to describe all the grounds for you. Beautiful big country
gummer plawge,sloping lawns to the lake,many gervants,2 chauffeurs,etc.
They are wealthy people of real quality,who make no display whatsoever.
They live very simply. Mr and Mrs Miller are charming. He is a very
great teaze. I certainly do not blame uncle Wide for caring for the
Chesters as he doses.

I don't understand Nanean's remark about the difference between Aunt Helen
and Mrs.Chester. /! ( You know I have never even met Mrs.Chester,so there
was not very much that I could mean,except that Mrs.Chester had always
1ived a 1ife with money--while Helen had been obllged to dig with Wilder,
and so--I suppose I took it very much for granted that Helen looked at
11fe rather more seriously than Alice liiller could be gxpected to do.)

\I found then a great deal alike because thelr principle and practically

only interest in 1life is to be as perfect a mother and wifle as possibls.

Mrs Chester 1is one of the plainest women I have ever seen. Nice flgure
but homely face. Doesn't even bother to powder her nose. Dresses very
sifiply. You can't help but love her because. of her graclousnsss.

1 am very happy to have had the pleasure of meeting them. It's always a
pleasure to visit such a beautiful EzmxE hxmEx house,but,greater, a
privilege to visit such a wonderful hone.

Today is Bob's birthday. I've thought of him so very often.Sald "happy

‘birthday"the very first moment when I awoke this morning. Have also been

thinking of Dad on his first day of school and hoping that everythling is
running smoothly and that his record,or nearly,achieved the 1200 mark.’/

Then follows appreciation of all the good times the two girls have had
since she wrote last,and a bit of rejolcing that "Aunt Jean" will be home
Friday nite. She 1s wildly enthusiastic about the new home,and looking
forward to a very happy semester.

Is 1t not nice of her to write so fully to us about everything that comes
into her 1ife? And 1s not this better than anything I could have
written? I am glad she wrote so appreciatively of Mrs.Chester,for,in
some way,l had gathered a different idea of her--How,I cannot tell.

1 am rather looking for the girls to come back today, for both Jack and
Bobs will be at 1liberty to bring them back and they will not be at llberty
tomorrow. So,life will be diffsrent next week. This week 1 have been
reading R.L.Stemenson--for 1t has been too hot to do anything byt read,
after nine o'clock or so. We had a resplte of a few days,and then back
came the breeze from the desert.

Mr.Rich came to see me and tell me that the lawn men to whom he had talked
about a new lawn,advised him not to do anything until the new year,after
the heavy storms. Then they will dig it up,put in clay over thse stones,
and surface with rich dirt. And--if he finde 1t does not cost to0 much--
he may put in a sprinkling system so that I need not cart around t?helgxolse!
w -- at, sha sta 11 another year here

t.%lolughltf Ihesk?o%elsd aillsr?oﬁzlt ptianri ]aliflferen% ‘ﬁ’mjlngs than ifyI expscted to go
next summer)



Claremont,September 1 1929
Dear Children:
A postal card came fro Helen yesterday that showed me that you
were on your way to the Halifax meeting,where you are to glve two lectures.
Your letters,lately,Wilder boy,have been rejoicing my heart becaus
they have been freer and you have talked more fully of your real thoughts.

I know that you are not expecting me to solve your problems. I 2lso know that
- you have always felt that to talk over problems with one who 1s really inter-
ested,makes things clearer,very often,to the one who is in doubt.

Therefore,I am so glad to be able to understand enough so that I can talk.
And,perhaps, something I may say may be the thing that will help a bit.

It is this way,as I understand. You feel that your wife and chlldren need you.
That you have a personal duty to them. Something more than just making a lot

of money. You feel that they need you. And certainly it is true that Helen
wants you,the real youx,and certainly your children,especially Wilder,sensitive
blundering Wilder, just about entering the adolescent age,when he needs the
loving,understanding heart of his father to guide him,nseds you. Oh do I not
understand that need of the boy? Do I not remember how troubled I was about
your need? And I have always felt that God guided us to Galahad on your dear
account. You needed a man's guldance--as does every boy. A mother can do much
before adolescenc,and will mean much after that time--but she cannot do for her
boy during that trying age what a man can do.

Well--you think you can manage the home 1ife and the private practlce very
easily,if there were no other calls. .

But you have never felt that you could be satisfied with just a privater prac-
tice. You have always longed for the assurance that you would leave the world
farther advanced because of your having passed through. Farther advanced in
real knowledge.---and must you give up that longing? 1Is your whole duty to be
given to the family?---

And when you have studied and struggled to find the answer to the dsvilish
thing that challenges you,and having done the best that you knew how, the thing
- proves not to have been whodly guccegseful----standing in the face of the other
geeming necesslty--you cannot help but wonder if there really is an angwer

to that challenge. :

Have I put the matter as you are questioning? Taking it for granted that I
have,I am going on to try and make 1t clear to you as far as I can see it,and
1t may be that there will be a glimmer of 1light that you can take and carry

on until it brightens sufficlently to light the may for you. Of course,when it
comes to the final decision--no one can do that but your own dear self. That 1is
clear to us both.

®



I suppose the first thing I must do 1s to clarify my own attitude to the
guestion,so that you will understand my argument--if there 1s one.

Do you remember the question of the puzzled John Baptist when he was in prison
and it did not seem to him that Jesus was doing the thing that should be done
if he were the great Saviour of the workd? Study that eleventh chapter of
Matthew--ag though you had never heard it before--for it will explain what I
want to say.

"Among them that are born of women there hath not risena greater than John the
Baptist:notwithstanding he that is least 1n the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he." Of course we know that Jesus meant that the least 1n the kingdom
was greater,as regards position,not morals,than even the one who was announcing
the coming of the kingdom. -

And we know that John's work was absolutely necessary to usher in the kingdom.
And he never failed. He did the thing he was sent into this world to do.
Yet--though 1t took away from him to point to the one who was bringing in the
kingdom--as 1t seemed to the world in which he lived--he did the work God sent.
him to do--and pointed to the one greater than he.--Yes,read with clearer
understanding than ever before,that first chapter of the gospel of John.

Now,dear,you orayed,and your mother prayed,most earnestly that you might be
shown the work that God wanted you to do before you decided on taking up surgey
To feel,for an instant,that God did not direct you in thle work,would be im-
possible for either one of us. Thersefore--until He shows very certalnly that

H_ wants you to do something else--you are doing the thing that He has called
Jou to do. Just so long as you are praying as you dld when you were that

'voy of energy and dreams", just so long as you are honestly asking the way for
you to travel as you used to ask--just so long you may be sure that you are
doing the right thing until He makes it plain that you are to do something
else,or do it in a different way.

Now--just another sending you to the gospel of John. Read 14;12-17.and 16:7-14
It makes no difference what a man does--if he 1s sure that he 1is dolng the
right thing for him to do at that particular moment.

But,of course,we need to be continually in such close communicn that we can"
instantly detect the volce that is saying,"Well done"--go on--or "well done
now do something else.

The world is full of men and women who have not learned to listen to that volce
And,on thatkaxk account,the wprld is full of suffering man and women who are
turning to those who seem to be able to help,hoping for relief, Should not

some one be standing there who can talk thelr language and can be of service

to them?
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You are saying--Mother i1s a Christian Scientist. She does not see things as
I do. She cannot understand., She feels that my work is not of God.

If I am right in saying that you feel that way,then I am right im saying that
my dear boy does not understand. Jesus had many things to say to his disciples
"that they were not able to bear" so he told them that the Spirit of Truth
would come to the world-later,and tell them--those who were ready to listen--
all things. -
The Spirit of Truth has come.The discoverer of the meaning of Jesus' words and
works,called that Spirit of Truth,Christian Sclence. The Sclence of Christlaniy
And Christian Sclence explains what Jesus sald and did.

And people are taking it in and it is making them well and happy.

But there are millions who are not yet ready to accept the Spirit of Truth--who
are not yet able to bear it. Does Gos want such people to go on and suffer?
God--Life,Truth,Love does not send sickness and misery. Jesus always healed any
one who wanted him to ‘do so--and certainly Love has not changed.

The world belleves in sickness--do what you can to relieve the misery of the
world and you are doing God's will. How do I reconcile that with my assurance
that there 1s no evil--that all is God--good? Why,dear,if a child had a
terrible nichtmare that child would be suffering--although it was all untrue--
and would not any kindly person do what he could to awaken that child and show
im he was not suffering? -But it might be that it would take some time for t
that child to know that he was safe.
And until every one is ready to know the Truth--there must be men who are
God-called to do that work. And while you may never find what you would call
a sure cure for the devilish thing that you are working to cure--just do the
best that you know how for each one who may come to you for help--but if,after
you have done all that man can do,the patient is still in bondage--dlrect him
to the one greater than any mortal man,and see if God will not cure him--and
save him from all evil, Certainly it i1s evil bevlieved in as real that causes
these terrible sicknesses,

Whether you are to go on seeking a cure for what 18 not--I cannot tell. Perhaps
so,for perhaps that is the only way that you can do God's work right where
you ar Buiﬂl\am certain,that if--when you fa&ityhom your patients have

§<;\M,Mﬁmtfﬁbted you-er»e'in the position where you can point them to the one greater

than mortal man. And you may be the means of saving thelr souls.

I have written on and on--full of the thing I hope to make plain to you-yet
not knowing if I have been clear in the saying or the writing of it. Sometlimes
when one is full of a subject,yhen it 1s put into words 1t is like what you
saild about my story--one takes too much for granted that others know as much

as you do about it."



And now,that I have tried to make you look at thinge from my standpoint,hoping
that,in some way,in may clear your thinking,I shall go on to tell you of what
a busy week I have had. '

Peg came out Tuesday morning. She took me back with her that afternoon.

I did a trifle of shopping--too hot to do muech--and then we went to hear
Bull-Dog Drummond. An all-talkile. I 1like Colman,immensely,but I am not ready
to say that I like the talkles better than the silent drama.

Then we got a sandwich and rushed out to Hollywood where Ruthmet me and ws
went to the Pilgramage Ply,while Rrfg Peg went home and Jack came for us later.
I stayed with them all night,and Wednesday morning Jack and Ruth with the two
1ittle boys took me down to Hermosa for lunch--while he went on to the Rbtary

luncheon in Redondo.
We came home to Van Nuys for dinner and then Jack brought me out home.

Thursday afternoén Will and Wenifred and Ruth Mac.came. They gtayed over night
and left for home early in the morning. It was a delightful 1little visit that
we had,however.

It is still hideously hot. No one remembers 8o hot a summer here,while in San
Jose everyone is shivering the most of the time.

And now I am due for dinner with the Rosses. I love you every one.
Mother



Claremont
Tune 2 1929

Dear Children: :

I have tried my best to match this paper to envelopes
and cannot. Hence,in the general plans for clearing up and clearing
out,I am using up a 'l sorts of paper and envelopes---and there is such
a heap of the old Gslahad envelopes. 'Remember,I have Scotch blood 1in
me,and these envelopes are too good to waste. Therefore,be a little
patient and you will see the last of them. In fact,as c.on as I move
and have the chance to 1pok around me & bit---in other words,go to
Los Angeles to shop,I am quite certain that you will see no more of
them,at all. :

Such a delightful surprise on Thursday. Will spent a few hours with
me on his way home from Phoenix. Hls expenses were all paid,and he
was given #50.for a talk of about 30 minutes. Phoenix 1s growing to
be a wonder of & town. About 6.000 inhabitants. The blg hotel that
cost two million and a half--and the smaller one,that only cost two
million,besides several lesser ones,show what they are expecting of
the world's tourists. :

will went to the two million dollar one,and chose a gingle room that
cost 45.for the day,leaving that night he only needed a bath and a
place to deposit his grip. But Mr.so-and-so came in and found the
room,and said,"That will not do for Hr.MacQuarrie,give him a suite."
So,when he found his protest had no effect he said,"All right,I should
like to see one of your suites." So--for the day only,he vad thrse
roome and two baths at his disposal!

But it---or something else--was a 1ittle too rich for his blood,and

he was pretty sick before he left here. Or it may have been that the
contrast between there and here was too much for Him? He brought me

a delicious 2 pound box of candy,that was enjoyed by the fahily at
dinner. We had hoped that Will could stay for dinner,but he left for
home on the evening train from Los Angeles. Jack and Ruth and Bobs wers
here for dinner. We had a fine visit and,to my great satisfaction,
definite pleans were made as to our leaving here.

We leave Claremont Friday,June 1l4th. Falth will go right home,and
Monday she will probably begin work in the Allington Cafe, for the
summer. Margaret will go to Hermosa with me and stay for a few days.
There she can sleep,swim,and drive the car for me while I am getting
settled. There are always so many errands to be done at such = time.

She will begin summer term at U.S.C. the first of July--for six wescks.
Now that 1s a long ‘time ahead for use to be fairly certain of plans,
38 4t nok? ; :

: ; f
I csuppose you are deep in work for the getting rsady for your summer
camp? I can just imagine how mych Helen has on her mind. And the
trip to New York. Something of Helen's longing for the old home
showed in the card she sent meé. I rather imagine you are both a bit
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Dear Children:

The time is going just as fast with you in Montreal and you are
just as pushed in trylng to get two days' work into one--as we are
here on the Pacific coast. You work faster than I do,for insgance,
you accomplish more in consequence--but I cannot think that you are
any busier. I 1lie down--take hours pff for rest,oftener than you
do--but you cannot have the sense of being pushed any more clearly
develoned than T am tempted to havs. And it is quite ridiculous,
after all. There are just as many hours in the day, Just as many days
in the year---azs there ever were. It 1s only the times that have
changed. The times that is responsible for our krxrathikresgx breath-
lessness.

In my own case I am trying to sense what to let go. I have not as
much to let go,as you two have------ but I have not some other things--
either. I have not,for one thing,the energy to accomplish what you
dars undertake to accomnlish---I have not the ability to turn off the
many dally demands that you two have----- Why,to think of all that you
are trying to do--all that you are doing---makes me tired.

A3

And so it is that my saying I am tired and breathless withkx all of
tge seem%ng nee%s o) thg dgy,must geem foolish to you----and they are

foolish, too,.

Why thése many words? No reason at all, just the last gasping of
breathlessness of the past week,and the looking forward to what lies k=
before me in the coming weeks.

Last evening we had a Sunday night supper for the ones who are to
work on the Paper with Peg next year. I wanted to meet them---It
was all quite interesting. After supper,I lighted the grate fire--
it was, fortunately,not too warm to sit areund it. I dimmed the
lights,and as the paper covered fagots were handed to each one,in
turn,that one told some interesting thing that had happened in his
1ife. There was a story of a trip £x® by boat from Calcutta to Mardakx
Mandalay from the young professor who had lived the first nineteen
years of his 1ife in India. There was an interesting story of a
gtorm in the mountains that made the getting home,to New York Clty,
a dangerous,but exciting,trip to one of the boys and his father--
There was a story of the indians--"of tame Indians" as the narrator
Yoldimss=c=s in the mountains of Western Canada. There was the story
of a 1little girl lost in the woods---etc.etc.

I am reading the story of Sarah and her husband,Abraham,to the
neighborhood reading circle. Mrs. Ross had heard before,and quite
insisted that it be read to the rest----well,I rather wondered how
it would take----but if I could only make the editors and publishers
as enthusiasgtic------ it wouldthevbry nice. There has never been

a story that we have read tog ether that has made each one feel that
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