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Minutes of the Fourteenth Meeting of the ~ OBGANIZIIG ~T!IB 

for the 1967 Meeting of the CoPoBoSo at McGill university, held on 

Wedaesday, June 28, 1967. 

June 29tha 1967o 

1. The meetioa was oponed by the Chairman at 2o4S p .. mo 

in his office., Also prese~nt ware: Bates~ Cunulnsham. Firth, Glbbo, 

D. Hosain, E.Ae Hosein~ Lloyd, Macintosh, Kilic•Emili, Scholefield, 

Sourkes, Wolfe, Wood, Lovelesso 

Minutes of the last moatiag were re.ad by the Cbairmsn, 

committee by committee, with discussion after each section., 

A correction in the minutes of the 13th Meeting should 

be inserted on page 4, paragraph 3. This paragraph should be as 

follows: "Provincial Transport Bus Company has been asked to provide 

a bus leaving at 8o00 a.m .. fros Macdoaald College to Melntyre. Return 

trip is froa the Provincial Transport Terminus by their regular lines, 

any hour at 20 minutes past the hour, stopping at Macdonald College 

itself". 

2. Acccmmodaticn. E.A. Hosein reported that everyone who 

has applied within the last 15 minutes of his report has been given 

space. except for two pe~sonao These would not accept the accommodation 

reserved for them. M.T.C. buses have been obtained for the trip from 

Douglas Hall to Mclntyre Tuesday to Friday, 8.1S tc 9.30 a.m. Also 

froa &oVoCo to Mclntyre and return. 2 buaes~ eame t~eo 

Provincial 7rausport bus froa Maedonald Colleg0 to Mclntyre 

will be provided on tleduesday, 1bursday, Friday mornings. In viG of 

the larae aambers at Macdonald College, 2 btaaee will probably be neededQ 

The assignment of rooms in a.YoCo haa been completed. RoV~Co 

will have their ova scouts on Sunday and Monday to assign and direct 

to rooms. The aen's reeideacez will not have scouts until Tuesday. 

Hosein is finding a deputy to look after this on Sunday and Moaday. 

Mro Wright at the men's residences will aseign the rooms on paper, 

Hoaetn•s deputy will direct the regist~ents to their assigned room, 

sad each residence will have a portgr· oa duty all the t~e to help. 

Hcsain has prepared an iaformation sheet which aill be given to registrante 

at the ti~ they arrive at their accommodation. It containa a great 

aeal of useful information ou what to do oa arrival, hew to get from 

here to there, etco 
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3o !!listr~tiono Hosein°e iGformation sheet as well as aiSDB 
will be placed et the doors of Mclntyre firat and sixth floor lev~la 
on SundaJ, to info~ early arrivals what to doo E.Ac Hosein has mads up 
a list of registrants who have applied to him, giving their placG of 
accommodationo This will be available for the porters at Melntyre~ 
members of the committee and others who may need ito 

Firth explained that r~giotration will be aomewhat differ~t 
this yearo Registration badges will not be in the envelope but will be 
filed alphabetically aad pre-stamped with coloured dots, as foll~s: 
red dot = non~er, black dot ~ not giving m paper, green dot = parking 
permit requested and suppliedo The contents of the envelopes were desQ 
cribedo Theae will include touristic taformation, maps of Montreal and 
McGill 9 a mimeographed notlce regardina what to do if the registrants 
may park at Kclntyre garage, what to do if not (Metro Parking downtown 
has provided an arrangement for 24~hour parkiug at $2.50 or $3o00 per 
day, dependins upon the location). The envelopes are stamped stating 
that "banquet tickets are not included". All dizmer tickets will be 
aold at one tableo (Physiology Society may wish to sell their t1ckete 
separately in order to keep accounts more eatisfactorily). 

The letter of Neufeld. 3une 233 1967, about the delayed 
printing of the proceedings wao resda Although these will be available 
in addressed SDVelopes, Firth thinks it will be easier to hand out an 
open copy, because every registrant is go1na to want a copy of the 
abstractso 

4o !foticesa S:lgs_, et.s. Mi.U.c-Emili presented .e lbt of 
the temporary phones for the meetiDg$ Copies were distributed to all 
members and will be mede available to porters and members of sub• 
COIR!Iitte&So 

The ladies• committee will use the Leaves &ooa at &oVgCo 
No telephone had baea instali•d yet in the room becsus~ of an inter~ 
pretation of one of Miss Reynolds' earlier statemeatso Elliott will 
call Grimson about thiaD 

Internal signs will be up for the most part on Friday morning 
according to Loveless~ Wirth will provide guard and·guides at Roddick 
Gates with Hoaein1 s information bulletin as well as th0 telephone 
directory" 

Hosein will give porters in all buildings concerned with ~he 
meeting the telephone directory and his information bullet1no 

SQ Phys,ical Arrsy_emanta. Wood reported all okay. The 
chairman reported that after a very extensive correspondence be~een 
Saffran and Mro Bal18 President of Canadian Laboratory Suppllea8 Canlab 



was providing 100 uatch•fob ti1B8rs for chairmen of eessioaa. The toe 
was instructed to feel duty-bound to use these timers as gifts solely 

for chairmen of sessions and to return the r~inder to Cantab. Wood 

will present one with instructions in an envelope to each chairmaa of 

sessions. Larger timers have been lent by Fisher p with :l.nstruct:lOJW1 

for actual rigid timing of sessions. 

Wood had seat a letter to Bltckmsn and Company atatia& that 

the fi~ that they ~18h to show is understood not to be an official 

part of the meetiug. 

Mood has sp~eiated aup0~isors of physlcical arrang~ntm 

for each of the buU.4ing_s where eeasiou vUl be b eld. 

A letter to CunaiDshaa r0zar~ing the provision of extra 
porters for the buildiD38 has been acted upoa (Mr. Cunninghsm). 

Loveless reported that lecterDB with lights will be set up 

by .June 29th. There is a probla'& 1ra Law Build1ag rooms 101 and 102 

with the lights. This is betas corrected. The moot court needs 
black-out (being looked after), and a screen, which Wood will have 

to arrange for'! 

Neufeld will now be giveQ the offices of the Medical Under~ 

graduate Society on the 6th floor, a more convenient location than 
previously plaaned~ 

'!'he charges for extra porters will be stated by Cwminghsm 

OD June 29tho 

Wood said that the HcGill Visual Aids scale of payaent for 

projectionists is higher than $10.00 per day. Wood was given freedom 

to negotiate for e total charge up to $100 more than anticipstedo 

Neufeld$a letter to Oliver regarding the meetinG of the 

caaittee on Ai'limal Care was read. aooa 1348 u•e sugestecio Wood 
saye thia is fine. He eill conault with Dr. L. Lord reaardiug the 
tisu of the lil8etiq. 

6. Exhibits& Wolfe reported that there are uou 52 booths, 

one having been cancelled. Pat:aa is uorldng well. Their electrical 

work will be done on June 29th. All booths will be erected on Juno 30tb. 

Panes will have a girl ava11Qb1e on July lrd to take orders and will 

have full services available on July 4th. Theee orders would be from 

exhibitors for extras not included in our contract. The transformer 

is toatalled. Summer furniture has been delivered to the garage for 
the s~Wck bar araa. 'fhe suck bar area 1s nearly CO!lilplete., The suck 

ber could opea as early as Tuesday ~rnias (Scholefiold reports after 
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the meeting that !f..r&o Pattaraon wishes to open only 011 Wednesday as 
previously plannedo He will arrange fo~ a notice in the garaae telling 
eghibltors and others how to get to the S~ floor of Mclntyre for food). 

Loveless has obtained a coin coke ~Mch!lac and it has been 
placed at the west end of the gara&eo 

SeclU'lty has ben arraagod for the exhibit area. begtrmi.Dg 
on Priday. Blaiklock already have some goods from customs which must 
be l!ltoredo Two stro~~g mean w:Ul b3 available to cope uith the uncratin& 
amd cratingo Two fo~k lifts and related equipment will be availableo 
All waloadiq will ba done iD the truck pazok outside the garaseo 'fbe 
fork lifts are reated at about $100 a week. Operators extraG About 
.10 aen are anticipated for all the work in the eahibits area at $3o00 
each. 12 hours per day. Eat~te to be given to the treasurer on June 29tho 

The new toilet is prsctically c03plete and this area has been 
separated froa the exhibit area by temporary partit:1onao 

7 a Ladiea° CCIIliid.ttee.. All regillt~:aats 11 except the Det~eat 
arrivals. have been offered hospitality iD pr!vste homes through the 
excellent work of Dr. Judith Saffrano Macdonald College will have only 
male registrants. and a party has beea arrangod for those on Tuesday 
night at Stewart Hall through the efforts of Mrs.. R.H. Commoao 

The youth programme will pay a flat sum for the conference 
time of $15o00 to each teenage eorkero 

The f.w larga families that wiah to participate will pay only 
for the first 2 childrea. the others free. 

The cbUdrea will have a swim every monaiaa et the t4lcGiU. 
I)'RISSiaao the pool. whoae level will hne becm lowered in the mcrn!ag. 
will be refilled for aa after~ faa11y svia TUesday to Friday. Charges 
to the LOC for towels aad lifo guard will be $50.00o 

So Federatioa Reception sn~Ba99ueto E.A. Hosein reported 
that the menu is be!ag printed and 3 people have eeeu the draft and/or 
proofo Acknowledgeo1at of gifts is printed in the progrl!l&!eo The price 
of the diDDSr ia the programme is stated ns $8~00, tho price originally 
eatimatedo 

Bates reported that he has rsce~ved the protocol list from 
Neufeld in letters of June 9 and June 15. There will be a meeting of 
the protocol committee (Neufeld, Bates. E.A. Hoaein and Pirtb) on 
July 4tho The head•table will have 29 placeso Tablea on ' the floor 
will accommodate 10 people each. There. are 47 to be placed at tables 



of honour (special guests. and the speakers at FederetiCD and Society 
symposia). Six sisns entitled'!able of Hoaout'ahould be prepared for 
theseo Bates will have place~aaae cards ready for the headotable and 
to be arrsaged by the protocol comaitteeo 

Grimson iafo~d Bates that the univeralty would stand the 
coat of the reception up to $3,000o Thla is less than an estimated 
four drililks per persono Batetl Will see the IUD8Ser and arraage tO 
have the bare atop aervins when $3,000 worth of driaka have beea 
coasumedo He was instructed by Grimeoa to act as the university's 
liquor accountant in this instanceo 

In resard to banquet tickets for guests it was decided that 
the Society secretaries should look after their guests~ Lebloud after 
the Federation ayaposiUI!I speakers and Neufeld and Bates any othereo 
!hta means that the iavttstiOD to the receptioa and the tickets for the 
banquet will be made available personally to the guests, with complete 
iDfomation OD how to get throuah the door without being regarded as 
a gate craaber., 

9.. pubJ.:f.citxo Clermont aent a rMSDOo He and Tunis have the 
sit~tlon in hando ODe hundred and ~uty journalists have been invited 
to the Press conference on Tuesday, July 4th, at 11.00 SoRo in the Press 
room at Mclntyre buildinlo The Chairman is lDvlted to attend tf he is 
than free and availableo The attendance at this meeting is unpredictableo 
Contacts with TV end radio have been msdet and the resp01l8e ie goodo 

Clermont has been given press cards by Firth to hand outo 
Loveless is arraog1og to have easy chairs (at no eztra cost) available 
in the press rOCBo 

lOo Treaaurero Scholefield reported that, with mountiag 
expenditures as last minute arrangements are being .ode, there is not 
ea much leeway between costa and iacGRe as earlier conceivedo Buildlog& 
aad Grounds were urged to give their estimate by the morning of June 29o 
It was decided that the ultimate price of the Federation banquet tickets 
could be increased from previously hopedofor $6~50 if neceesary to 
protect the budgeto (Scholefield and Cunninghem have arrived at a figure 
of $5,700 as costs to be paid to Buildings and Grou.nch.to The original 
eatilll8te from B+G 11 when they were to built the ahibit booths 11 was about 
$7,SOOo Their mo•t recent est~te was $6#800, but they will absorb the 
coat of extra porters, and security guards and certain other ehargeso 
Nevertheless,; in order to protect the budget 9 it wme agreed by the Chairman0 

Viceechairman aad Treasurer to sell the Federation banquet tickets at 
$8.00o It was considered that this price is still a very modest one for 
a banquet at a msjor9 neu, downtown hotel.) 



11. The Chairman. Blliott designated the iafor.atioa desk 
at regiatratlon aad Neufeld's office OD the 6th floor aa "ne~e ceatera11 • 

All members of the LOC should check ta frGqucntly to the iDformatioa 
desk and hold themselves available for sDap declsiODD. 

Tbere will be a walld.q tour begimiq at lOoOO a .. ao Pd.day0 

June 30th. at the Chairman's offieeo All areaa of the meetiDg will be 
inspected. · 

13o '1'he neat -~t!M and fiul regort .. ~. 'fbe neat meeting 
will take place on July 13th. at 2.30 p.mo tD the Chairman\• office~ 
All are requemted to prQ¥idQ suceiact reports of the work of their 
committee. These ~eporte ahould provide tha important factual and 
financial iaformation, and Ghould include represeatat1ve samples of 
all literature. asps, brochuroo 0 atco p~ovi~ed by their commtttee 
c!!urbg our two years of labour. 

T. L. Sou~kea. Ph.D. 
Vice•chalrmaa and Secretary 
Local OrganiziDg COfl'Dittee 



De. K A. C. Blllott1 

Depll!rtmc:n:.t of :S ioch(];!mis t;;:y ~ 
McGiU Uni\i'frrr~ity:t 

M'!}:tl'A'REA.L p P "q . 

Deer Dr. llliott: 

.July 27 ~ 1967, 

faculty of f!edilc:baefl 
Univ~raity of Western Out~n::t.c~ 
~D-0~, Orat~d.rh 

'!'h.~ J?adert!lticn. Board oat its 1.'wenty~sccor.M:l i:'k~fiiltittg on July 7 :> 

1967, unanir:~ous1y o!ilppn»ved of the foHmoi:f).g motJ.cr:r11; 

(Hil'HltG: 4..1"1 a 1) "' 03'the Boarc el;preg.ses s: . .lir:tcere a~prer.::Lst~ton 

to Dr. IC A. C. J'Uliott and :<~~Bher$ iilif hi~ I,ccsl Ce<lWd.tt.et':l m:r,(:l rt-:!qur.~::;t 

that th® n~fl!l3$ of the w.eir1.1lero of tb~.s Coru:urlttee be re,:or:ti®d ~.n the"" 
miru.itiJl:a of the Bo~rd •11 

'lh(;; :ihii<U:d ret5t.%:1:>ted that I •r.ake t.M.a ~.n.for.LI'.t!lid'ln &Vl.1lildb1e 
to you end me<wera oZ y•mr Grn"'EJ);1i.t.t."Ze. lt :.:;~ t'l ple.asmx~ th<lit this 
requG~st has been irf~lle,.w:;nte~d. 

A1 .e personal l"a.t•te~ Abe rima:i:old 4'l!.'id l ,..,r;;n!llcl .abo b.k~ tc; 

®Xten..i t:h1:m:~ID a;~rtil 8f!pred.at:l.m1 to yo~i ~ndl 811 m.<;;;:ml1t:ill:'S of your 
Com1:tttee for: all your effottB on b;;:~h""lf o~ th~ ll~·~cle;ratim"l ~EMil the 
mo<~t plea~B<tt ~ay iu wh:tch tve t:J.e~:~ r~H.::eived duri!l£1; the cmJ;;-(;e of t~h~ 

10th Annus:li l'ieetingo 

(Signed) 

KJ:C/ jb 

K .. K. Carrell, 
Honor~ry Secretary. 



Mr" HiP£1E~Kd R•Jse~ Ciumccxloi', 
}icGUl Univernit.y, 
!•ID!\l'ERUI. , P • q • 

.July 2 7" 196 7 ~ 

1.t is i.t\de.c:;l.il ~ ~rest pleafn..n:e to cub[5:it on b~half of 

th~ Bo.:rd '!)X tho Crmadi6n Fe~~t·atio~ of Biol.ogic:tll Soc:tetiet;~ 
our I!WI!.It aincer.o tht~li1ke .and s~preciat~.cm to you ~n.cl to your 
d:Z.~U:t."!gt.<ishlild !\!'~lenity h1r: all your eff«n'ts ~J:i:ld ~'::inu:?;~Md.r£:a t'h~:H.: 

were extcmded to o~u: mambli:<:ra :snd gu,esto of 'i:.h,~ lOth Aliunw1 M.~et~.ng 

on )'t:••n. cSirepatil., 

You:r L<H~a.!. Cei.1'.I'ii:i.tt*a., undilr th~ t!hlc C.hl3lirm"!!n~:>hip of 

P:rofegsor K. A. C. ElHott~ e-.!.SceU~d ~n their ende~vou E!nd planrs., 
'!'he FedGJrstion Beard .ei; 1.ta 'I'.I>1enty"'s(~(!0Ud l!feating on, Jt.~:li.y 7th, 
took tlot~ of thio .1n<l pasBmd uu.~m.imous),y th~.: fo:U~~.r•s mclt:!.<t;:n. 

( 

11 '1'he B(.UJ:rd e:6prl!;ll.':lS~B fJ.il:lce..-a appraciati4:PI:l tc Dr, K. A. C. 

ElU.ott and ma-tnbara of h:~~ t.oe.sl C;mc.~·nitt('fi &nd rsqae(~t tbat 

th~ ntlH0a of th& membe:rB of thir.~ Cor.mt:ttte~~ he rec?rdled f..li'i\ the 
Minutes of th!:l Hcsr!l, 11 

A& .1 p~~roc,:aal r.wte, this Meetf.ng~ pd.Jtlcipiillly the re;;:a.d.t 

of' plsm.iin~ b) y.r,;.tr :?i!'!calty hr.:!l r~ot:Bbl1shei11:3 a high level of ~c.ells:t<CO 

and .ettendancd£~ that t\?111 be c challer""~e im~ the futuro to ~.aia"ltGJh':l. 

KKC/jb 
cc/ Dr. K.A.C Elliott 

Respectfully your~~ 

K. K. Carrolp 
Honor;Jlry Secr.1tary, 
Faculty of Medicine~ 
Univ~:::rv~.t.y of We~te&7n On.tario, 
W~N? O!Tht:ado. 



THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

M,], KOPAC, President 

FREDERICK Y, WISELOGLE, President-~lect 

EMERSON DAY, Vice-President 

THEODORE SHEDLOVSKY, Vice-President 
CHARLES W, MUSHETT, Correspondin~ Secretary 

KARL MARAMOROSCH, Recordin~ Secretary 

EUNICE THOMAS MINER 

Executive Director 

Doctor K. A. c. Elliott 
McGill University 
Montreal, Que., Canada 

Dear Doctor Elliott: 

2 EAST SIXTY-THIRD STREET 
NEW YORK 21, N, Y, 

30 December, 1960 

Section Chainnen 
RHODES W, FAJRBRIDGE, Geolo~ical Sciences 
ROBERT L, KROC, Biolo~ical and Medical Sciences 
FREDERICK R, EIRJCH, Chemical Sciences 

Division Chairmen 
CHARLES G, KNUDSEN, Oceano~raphy and Meteorolo~y 
DOROTHY L, KEUR, Anthropolo~y 
ANDRES FERRARI, Instrumentation 
KARL MARAMOROSCH, Mycololl,y 
GREGORY RAZRAN, Psychololl,y 
J AMES B, ALLISON, Biochemistry 
]ACOB FELD, Enllineerinll 

It is a pleasure to express to you on behalf of the Council and 
of the Members of The New York Academy of Sciences our gratitude and 
appreciation for your generous cooperation. 

We hope that you will again participate in the activities of the 
Academy and we look forward to seeing you in the near future. 

With my cordial, warm regards and best wishes for the coming 
year. 

sincerely 

ETM/gf Executive Director 
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I (:olumbia Wnibtr~itp 
(:olltge of fjbp~ician~ anb ~urgton~ 

DEPARTMENT OF ANESTHESIOLOGY 

Dr. K. A~ C. Elliott 
McGill University 
Montreal, Que. 1 Canada 

Dear Dr. Ell iott : 

630 WEST 168TH STREET 

NEW YORK 32, N . Y. 

December 21, 19 60 

I wish to thank you again for your contribution to the Conference on 
Amine Buffers. 

We could not have had a better chairman or a more sturdy one. 

With my best wishes for the coming New Year. 

GGN:jm 

Sincerely i yours, 

Gabriel G. Nahas, M. D. 
Associate Professor and 
Director of Research 



CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

Doctor K.A.C. Elliott, 
Department of Neurology and 
Neurosurgecy, 
McGill University, 
3801 UniTersity Street• 
Montreal 2, P.Q. 

Dear Doctor Elliott: 

P .o. Box 6000, 
Montreal, P.Q., 
September 22, 1959. 

I am replying to your letter of September 
4th, which dealt with the wrong usage of a statement by Doctor 
Penfield and which was passed along to me by Mr. Ken Withers. 
I am afraid we did use the statement erronously in two news 
broadcasts, but in doing so we followed in good faith a report 
supplied by the C&nadian Press which, apparently, had picked up 
the original error ude by the Montreal Gazette. 

This mistake is regretted very much by us 
in the CBM newsroom as we make every attempt to report medical 
and scientific news as accurately as possible, realizing the 
harm. that can result from misinformation in this field. 

Will you be good enough to accept our sin­
cere apologies and be assured of vigilance on our part in re­
porting to the public the excellent work of your institute. 

AC/ab 

Yours truly, -(~_jL ~~cc t C.-
Al Christopher, 
Editor-in-Charge, 
CBM newsroom. 
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1r. Ken Wi thera, 
Director F..adio Programmes CBM, 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, 
1425 Dorchester West, 
Montre 1. 

Dear r~r. Withers, 

September 4th, 1959 

\ 

It has been brought to JJW attentl on that some time in A•?gust scientific i ,\ 

work from this Laboratory wns mentioned in the l:on Nati, nal \newscast, a in at 
6:00 PM on Tempo and again the next morning after the 9:00AM news. , , 

' \ 
I was not in Hontreal and do not knCM exactly what was said but I am very .,\ 

disturbed at one particular aspect of it. (And probably would .nave been by others l 
if I had heard i tl) 1 , ;' \ 

My coll eagues and I gave an interview to Mr. Rosa \varren ~f the 11ontreal s4r. 
Before publication 1r. Warren submitted his article to us and we altered it exte~usivel~ 
The article as altered was publ i shed in the Star on August Jrd ' (},-ago --27) and it ! 
had our approval. Subsequentl y the Gazette published an unsimed article, based(, 
apparently on your broadcasts or, very inaacurately', on the Star article. The ~zette 
stated that Dr. Penfield had said that our work was more importani;l, th~n the atari 
bcmb and, I gather, y our broadcasts said the same . 'l'his is ost mcoriect. DrJ 
Penfield bad stated in the Annual Report of this Institute for 1958\59 appralCimately 
tt-.at neuroloeic:al reset?rch was more important to man's future than ~toroie research. 
fh was speaking generally about brain research ani he definitely1dit\t, not refer 
specifically to our work. 

I do not ask you to do specifically about this situation. It i s best 
f orgotten. I mow you have your problems and I approve your desire ,to inform the 
public ab0ut sci entific ev "!n+4. But I do reccmmend that y ou strive '.o t et your 
i nformati n as accurate and as near first hand cs possible~ In this '~ase it would 
have been better to t-rait for my return or at l east to~ quoted .Mr. vlarren's 
ori"'inal article in the Star accur:>tely. I can at l east coroplirnont you, I gather, 
on paying attention t o my colleague, Dr. van <hlder, VJhom, 1 believe you phnned, in 

,I 
/ 

'I 

i 
I 

I 
I 



,. 

his insistence that we claim no immediate practic 1 plicaticns of our work. 

P.S. 

KACE/ut' 

Yours truly, 

K.A .C. Elliott 
Director Donner La~oratory of Experimental 
Ueur ochemistr;r 

I adr.lit that I am on rather insecure ground in making this protest 

si'llce & infonnation an your broadcasts is sec end hand t 

/ 

I 

I 
I 

/ 

\ 
\ 
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EDITORIAL BOARD 

Robert A. Alberty 
Eric G. Ball 
Konrad Bloch 
George Bosworth Brown 
Herbert E. Carter 
Halvor N. Christensen 
Hans T. Clarke 
Mildred Cohn 
W aldo E. Cohn 
John T. Edsall 
Wendell H. Griffith 
A. Baird Hastings 
Leslie Hellerman 

~}fLU( 
THE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY 

FOUNDED BY CHRISTIAN A. HERTER 

PUBLISHED BY 

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTS, INC. 

JOHN T. EDSALL, EDITOR 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY, DIVINITY AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS 

August 21, 1958 

Dear Dr . Elliott: 

The meeting of Editors of Biochemical 
Journals in Vienna has been scheduled to be held in the 
Senatssaal of the University of Vienna. The time, as I 
think you already kfiow, ~s t en o*cloCk on Wednesday 
morning, September 3. 

I enclose a copy of a tentative agenda 
for t he meeting . Actually, this is not to be taken too 
seriously, as the meeting should be exploratory and in­
formal, and its main purpose is to bring an international 
group of Editors together for informal discussion. 

I look forward to seeing you in Vienna . 

~\. 
'\ John T. Edsall 

Dr . K. A• c. Elliott, Editor 
Canadian Journal of Biochemistry and Physiology 
Montreal Neurological Institute 
3801 University Street 
Montreal 2, P. Q. , Canada 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

Eugene P. Kennedy 
Henry A. Lardy 
Albert L. Lehninger 
Alton Meister 
Stanford Moore 
Hans Neurath 
Severo Ochoa 
Emil L. Smith 
Esmond E. Snell 
Warren M. Sperry 
DeWitt Stetten 
Hubert B. Vickery 
Oskar Wintersteiner 



EDITORIAL COMM ITTEE 

H . J . Ai..MQUIST 
D. R . HOAG LAND 
j. MURRAY LUCK 
C . L . A . SCH MI DT 
H. A. SPOEHR 

ANNUAL REVIEW OF BIOCHEMISTRY 

STAN FORD UNIVE RSITY 
CAL IFORNIA 

August 5, 1946 

/ 

Dr. K. A. C. Elliot 
Montreal Neurological Institute 
3801 University Street 
Montreal 2, Canada 

Dear Dr. Elliot: 

The purpose of this letter is to extend to you 
the sincere thanks of the Editorial Committee for 
your generous cooperation in the preparation of 
Volume XV of the Annual Review of Biochemistry. 
You gave us your assistance in authorship at a time 
which was unquestionably difficult because of the 
many pressing demands upon you and upon scientists 
everywhere . We appreciate greatly the effort 
expended and we trust that you found the task worth 
while and not entirely without its compensations. 
You can rest assured that readers of the Review are 
extremely grateful and continue to find the publi­
cation of substantial aid . 

You sincerely, 

\ ;-
Editor 

JML:rhs 

EDITOR 

J. MURRAY L.UCK 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 

J . H . C . SMITH 
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Dr . John T. Edsall• 
Editor, 1 

The Rournal of Bio.logica 
Harvard University, 
6 Divinity Avenue , 
C4wlbridge 38, Ha.ss. 

Dear Dr. Edsall 1 

\ 
\: 

11 

\ 
Chemistry, 

I 
i 

I 
I 

July 3rd1 1958. 

I realize that I ve not answered your letter of June 16th. I am so pleasod 
to know that you have undertaken the Chairmanship of the Editor ' s 1-beting in 
Vienna . I am quite happy with all you are doing about it and I see no reason why 
t-ledru~sday morning, September 3rd at 10 o' clock should not suit me perfectly well . 

j_ ,1 

I hope eVArything gre$ smoothly and I look forward to seeing you later. 

KACE/uf 

Yours sincerely, 

K.A.c. Elliott, 
Editor. 
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EDITORIAL BOAllD 

Robert A. Alberty 
Rudolph J. Anderson 
Reginald M. Archibald 
Eric G. Ball 
Konrad Bloch 
George Bosworth Brown 
Herbert E. Carter 
Halvor N. Christensen 
Hans T. Clarke 
Waldo E. Cohn 
Car! F. Cori 
Ed ward A. Doisy 
John T. Edsall 
Joseph S. Fruton 
Wendell H. Griffith 

THE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY 
FOUNDED BY CHRISTIAN A. HERTER 

PUBLISHED BY 

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTS, INC. 

Dear Dr. Elliott: 

JOHN T. EDSALL, EDITOR 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY, 6 DIVINITY AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS 

June 16, 1958 

I have been asked to arrange a meeting of 
Editors of Biochemical Journals, to be held during the Inter­
national Congress of Biochemistry in Vienna . After consulta­
tion with Dr . Hoffmann-Ostenhof, we have scheduled the meeting 
for Wednesday morning, S~:etem~~ 3, 2;t ten ~k, the place 
to be announced" ra:t9r . I hope very much that you, as Editor 
of the Canadian Journal of Biochemistry and Physiology, will 
be able to attend . 

EDITORIAL BOAllD 

A. Baird Hastings 
Leslie Hellerman 
Henry A. Lardy 
Albert L. Lehninger 
Alton Meister 
Stanford Moore 
Hans Neurath 
Severo Ochoa 
Esmond E. Snell 
Warren M. Sperry 
DeWitt Stetten 
Edward L. Tatum 
Hubert B. Vickery 
Vincent du Vigneaud 
Oskar Wintersteinet 

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss vari­
ous matters of mutual interest and concern, as tentatively out­
lined on the enclosed agenda . It is felt that the number of 
Editors attending should be small enough to enable the discussion 
to be informal, and it is hoped that this preliminary meeting may 
be helpful in preparing the way for future meetings of Editors . 

I shall welcome any comments or suggestions about 
the agenda that you may wish to make . If you are unable to come 
to the meeting yourself, will you give me the name of a represent­
ative to be invited from your Editorial Board? I look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Sincerely ~ues: I I 
~T~ 
~ John T.' Edsall 

Dr . K. A. c. Elliott, Editor 
Canadian Journal of Biochemistry and Physiology 
Montreal Neurological Institute 
3801 University Street 
Montreal 2, P. Q., Canada 

This letter is not news to you except perhaps for the exact 
date and hour of the meeting, as suggested by Hoffmann-Ostenhof. 
I have changed your suggested agenda somewhat but in any case I 
think that we should regard the agenda for this first meeting just 
as a very loose framework for the discussion . 



THE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY 

JOHN T . EDSALL, EDITOR 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY- 6 DIVINITY AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS 

June 16, 1958 

Dear Dr. Thompson: 

I have proceeded to send out letters to the 
various Editors on my list (a copy of the list is enclosed), 
regarding the proposed meeting of Editors of Biochemical 
Journals on September 3 in Vienna. To whom should I write 
about inviting a representative of the Enzyme Commission? 
It seems to me perhaps more appropriate that you as Secretary 
of the International Union of Biochemistry should write to 
the person in question, telling him of this meeting and ask­
ing him whether he or some other member of the Commission can 
b•_,present . Are there any other commissions, either of I. U.B. 
or of I.U.P.A.C ., which would have reports that would be of 
interest to the Editors? 

Any comments or suggestions you may have 
will be much appreciated . If you think of other peopl~ who 
should be invited to the meeting, please let me know. 

Sincerely yours , 

John T. Edsall 

Professor R. H. S . Thompson 
Secretary-General 
International Union of Biochemistry 
Guy ' s Hospital Medical School 
London, S. E. l , England 



THE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY 

JOHN T. EDSALL, EDITOR 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY- 6 DIVINITY AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS 

Proposed Agenda 
for the 

Meeting of Biochemical Editors 
in 

Vienna, September 3, 1958 

The meeting is expected to be informal and the topics listed 
below are primarily suggestions . 

1 - A possibility of reaching international agreements among 
journals concerning terminology and abbreviations, and perhaps 
with respect to citation and bibliography. 

2 - Expression of views on organization of manuscripts. 

3 - Outline of report on nomenclature of enzymes by a represent­
ative of the Commission on Enzymes. Discussion of the report . 

4 - Devices for reducing pressure for space in journals . (For 
example, are there types of paper which could be effectively 
presented in abstract, the manuscript being available for re­
production at some central library, such as the American 
Documentation Institute in the United States?) 

5 - Language. Would journals consider accepting papers in 
Eiglish, French, and German and, after a few years, in Russian? 
Should the inclusion of summaries in a second language be en­
couraged? 

6 - Consideration of possible future meetings, with recommenda­
tion to the International Union of Biochemistry. 



EDITORIAL BOARD 

Robert A. Alberty 
Rudolph J. Anderson 
Reginald M. Archibald 
Eric G. Ball 
Konrad Bloch 
George Bosworth Brown 
Herbert E. Carter 
Halvor N. Christensen 
Hans T . Clarke 
Waldo E. Cohn 
Car! F. Cori 
Edward A. Doisy 
John T. Edsall 
Joseph S. Fruton 
Wen dell H. Griffith 

THE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY 
FOU NDED BY CHRISTIAN A. HERTER 

PUBLISHED BY 

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTS, INC. 

Dear Dr. Elliott: 

J OHN T. EDSALL, EDITOR 

HARVARD UN IVERSITY, 6 DIVINITY AVEN U E 

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS 

May 7, 1958 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

A. Baird Hastings 
Leslie H ellerman 
Henry A. Lardy 
Albert L. Lehninger 
Alton Meister 
Stanford Moore 
Hans Neurath 
Severo Ochoa 
Esmond E. Snell 
Warren M. Sperry 
DeWitt Stetten 
Edward L. Tatum 
Hubert B. Vickery 
Vincent du Vigneaud 
Oskar Wintersteiner 

Thank you for your letter of 29 April ~oncerning 
the proposed meeting of editors of biochemical journals during 
the Congress in Vienna. I do feel some diffidence about taking 
on the responsibility of being Chairman of this meeting. 'lhe 
J.B.C. is certainly a well established journal but as an editor 
I am about the most junior of all the people who might be asked 
to do the job. However, I am willing to serve on behalf of The 
Journal of Biological Chemistry and I am writing to R.H.S. Thompson 
and to Hoffmann-Ostenhof about the matter. 

As to the invitations, my own disposition would 
be to invite a somewhat more restricted list of people than you 
have suggested. I think invitations should certainly go to editors 
of all the major journals in the field of biochemistry proper-
for instance, the Archives of Biochemistry and Biophysics, :i:h ':,this 
country, the Biochemical Journal in England, the Biochemische Zeit­
schrift in Germany (and probably also the Zeitschrift fur Natur­
forschung). We should also invite the appropriate editors in other 
countries, such as Australia, India, Japan, etc. From Russia we 
should ask the editor of Biokhimia, and possibly of the Biochemical 
Section of Doklady. I rather think that we should write to Engel­
hardt about this and ask him who the appropriate Russians would be. 

I should not want to discourage editors of other 
related journals from camin~if they hear of the meeting and express 
an interest in attending they should certainly be cordially invited 
to come. On the other hand, I feel that a really effective meeting 
at which we can get a job done, will be difficult if we have more 
than about twenty or twenty-five people there. I do not want to be 
exclusive but I am a bit reluctant about inviting people whose in­
terests in biochemistry are rather peripheral. I shall be glad to 
have your comments on this and I am also sending copies of this 
letter to Thompson and Hoffmann-Ostenhof, with requests that they 
should comment as well. 

I think that, as you suggest, we should send invi ta­
tions to editors of relevant abstract journals . I agree that we 
should invite the International Union of Biochemistry to send a 
representative and also ask UNESCO or ICSU to send someone. Your 



Dr. Elliott -2-

suggestions about agenda strike me as very good. 
further suggestions as I think things over more. 
think that the idea is a good one. 

May 7, 1958 

I may have 
In any case, I 

I do not know whether I should send out the invitations or 
whether they should be sent out from Vienna or from the Interna­
tional Union of Biochemistry, presumably through Thompson. I 
shall wait until I hear from Thompson and Hoffmann-Ostenhof before 
taking further steps in this matter. 

I am returning the correspondence about this matter, as you 
requested. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ ~\. 
<\John T. Edsall 

Dr. K. A. C. Elliott, Editor 
Canadian Journal of Biochemistry and Physiology 
Monteeal Neurological Institute 
3801 Universit,y Street 
Montreal 2, Canada 



THE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY 

JOHN T . EDSALL, EDITOR 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY- 6 DIVINITY AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE 38. MASSACHUSETTS 

day 7, 19.58 

Dear Dr. Tnompson: 

Dr. ~J..liott has wri ttE:n to me, asking whether 
I would serve as Chairtnan of a meeting of editors of bioch,~.r:ical 
journa.l!:: durin~ the '"!on:;ress in v-ienna. I have accepted his in­
vitation, although with some reluctance; I a."ll sorry that 0 •ston 
is not able to attend, for I should have much preferred to have 
him do it. 

I enclose copies of letters that I tave just 
wri tt.en concerning tl'l.is matter to Elliott and to Hoffma."'D-Ost~ho.f. 

I sho-:.1ld very .much ll.pprec:J.a w your sendin5 me a 
list of any .journals and editors whom. I nlight have overlooked. I 
suppose that <::very country t"hat is represented on the Inter:lat.ional 
Union of Bioche~istry should be invited to send some eaitorial 
representative to this meeting, alt.'lough I suspect that so;ae of 
these countries do not actually have any jour·na.ls in the field of 
biochemistry. I believe that China is one of the countries adher­
ing to th Union, but I must say that I do not know w""ho from China 
should be invited. Perhaps you ca11 help me out on this a..'ld on 
other points. I should welcome ~1y suegestions you might have 
about the arrangements for the meetL'lg or about ~~e procedure to be 
adopted in sending out invitations for it. 

Sincerely yours, 

John T. Edsall 

Dr. R. H. S. Thompson 
Depart'1lent of Chemical Pathology 
Guy's Hospital !1edical School 
London, s. E. 1, England 



THE JOURNAL OF BIOLOG I CAL CHEMISTRY 

JOHN T. EDSALL, EDITOR 

HARVARO UNIVERSITY- 6 DIVINITY AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS 

liay 7, 1951) 

Dear Dr. Hoffma."ln-Ostenhof: 

Dr. K.A.C. Elliott has written to me and asked 
me to ser-ve ae Chairman of t.~e proposed meeting of editors of biochl)mical 
journals during the Congrcs.; in Vienna. I t"1i k that this . ee t.ing is a 
very good idea and I am willing to serve as ChaL.nan, although I regret 
verymach that )r. Ogston was not able t? do so. 

I enclos-:; a copw' of a letter that I have just 
writte:1 to Dr. Elliott about t,he matt,.:Jr, which I think conveys pretty 
well my own view on the ubject at t..'1e morrh::nt. I :hope that you i.'ill 
send suugestions to me bout ~epresentativeo of various European jouraals 
who sh uld be invi tari. 'fne names that I have jottt::ti lmvn in my letter to 
Dr. Elliott were onlJr the first ones that occurred to me and we .• ust obvi­
ously s~ a n~~oer of others. 

This :meetin:; would probably ·take so:n.;- hours. 
Perhaps we c:an arrange to meet in the latte:~ pe.rt o the afternoon and 
continue our discussions together at r:linner ru cl on into the evening. Can 
you suggest a definite ay during the Con"'ress which might seem appropri­
ate for such a mee~1g, and which ·woulu c fliot as little as possible 
with the other events o1 the Congress? 

Dr. Neura~h recently invited me to take part 
in t.~e discussion of Dr. Va.llee's paper at the protein symposium which he 
is organizing for the Congress. I understand that t.~is will not conflict 
with the symposium on blood clotting about which you had written to me 
earlier. I have, by the way, never heard from Dr. Deutsch about the blood 
clotting symposium but I assu.."lle that this arrangement is definite. 

I look fon1ard very much to coming to Vienna. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

John T. Edsall 

Dr. 0. Hoffma.nn-Ostenhof 
Generalsekretariat: \ilhringerstrasse- 1t2 

Wien IX, Austria 



AY 1 J 
IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE QUOTE 

FILE NO .. ,,,,,, ............. . . .. ... . 

CANADIAN JOURNAL OF BIOCHEMISTRY AND PHYSIOLOGY 
ISSUED BY THE NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL OF CANADA 

29 April 1958 

MOt -flrL'r 

•TY .. r. Dr.John T.Edsall, Editor , 
The Journal of Biological Chemistry, 
6 Divinity Avenue, 

L 2, CANADA 

Harvard University, 
Cambridge 38, Mass. 

Dear Dr.Edsall, 

Editors Meeting - Vienna Biochemical Con­
gress 

An enquiry of mine regarding the possibility of 
a meeting of editors during the Congress in Vienna was taken as 
a proposal and rather enthusiastically received by Hoffmann­
Oste~of, the General Secretary, and by R.H.S.Thompson, Secretary 
of the International Union of Biochemistry. They suggested that 
I should be chairman but I thought that the chairman should be 
the representative of one of the old well-established biochemical 
journals and I ' suggested the chairman of the editorial board of 
the Biochemical Journal. He, Ogston, will not be in Vienna and 
he suggested you. This is obviously an excellent suggestion 
and I hope you will take it on. 

In order to orient you about the discussions so 
far, I am enclosing some correspondance.(I have no other copies 
of this, so please return it all to me). 

Will you please consider the proposal and let me 
know what you think? If you accept the job please write direct 
to O.Hoffmann-Ostenhof, and let Dr.Thompson and me have copies 
of your letter or otherwise let us know your decision. 

Yours sincerely, 

K.A.C.Elliott 
Editor Can. J. B. and P. 

P.S. You could keep my proposed outline (Elliott to Thompson 
11 March) since I have another copy of it. 
I think you will find, in spite of the sheaf of corre­

spondence,that the project is likely to be only a small job. 



INTERNATIONAL UNION OF BIOCHEMISTRY. 

Dear Dr. Elliott, 

Department of Chemical Pathology, 

Guy's Hospital Medical School, 

London, S.E.l. 

24th April, 1958. 

Many thanks for your letter of the 19$ April. I 
think your suggestion that the Congress Organizers should 
fix a time and place for the meeting of the Editors in 
Vienna that you have proposed and that they should also 
send invitations to those whom you would like to attend 
is an excellent one. In view of the fact that Professor 
Florkin and I feel that the initiative should come from 
you rather than from the Bureau of the Union, I think 
it would be better if you would ask Dr. Edsall if he 
would be prepared to act as Chairman and also if you 
could write to Dr. Hoff'mannWstenhof to ask him to fix 
a t:i.me and place. A possible alternative would, I 
think, be, as I mentioned in m,y last letter, to arrange 
the meeting infonnally when we are in Vienna. 

With best \vishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

-
R.H.S.Thompson. 

Dr. K.A.C.Elliott, 
Department of Neurochemistcy, 
Montreal Neurological Institute, 
3801 University Street, 
Montreal B, 
CANADA. 
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Prares. R. H. S. Thcmpson, 
Dept. M Chemical. Pathol~, 
Guy• s /Hospital Medical School, 

. \ 
Lond,dn~ s.E.l ., 

EJ;Jtland. 
,/ I 

/ 

~ar Professor Thanpsan, 

\ 

AprU 19th, 1958. 

Editors' :··eet:ing - Vienna . 

Thank youfor your last letter of April 14th. I am not sure frcm you- letter 
hoo the matter stands. I will assume that you are L~sking Dr. Edsall to be 
Chairman and so I will do nothing further unless I hear fran you again. 

If I IJll left holding the bag I should say again that I just cant t take m 
any great correspondence. I 1orould suggest that all that needs to be dme is 
that the Ccngress Organizaticn fix a time am place and send invitations to an 

"Informal Meeting of Editors and OthErs to dis~ues publication problems", to all 
relevant Jou:rnals and oth'"='rs mentioned 1h rrr:r letter to you of March 11th. This 
would keep the nm fran S$em1ng c:i>vious)Jr concerned in i to 

Best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

K.A. C. Elliott. 

KACE/ut 



INTERNATIONAL tniTON OF BIOCHEMISTRY. 

Dear Elliott, 

Department of Chemical Pathology, 

Guy's Hospital Medical School, 

London, S.E.l. 

14th April, 1958. 

Many thanks f'or your letter of the 8th April. I f'eel that 
either yourself' or Edsall would be excellent to take the chair 
at and to organize this meeting, and I certainly do not think 
that there will be any objection among Europeans that things 
would appear to be dominated by Americans. Having talked it 
over with Ogston, I am of' the opinion that the meeting, if' 
it is going to be held, should be organized in the f'irst 
instance by the editors themselves rather than that the IUB. 
should take too IIDlch of a hand in it at this stage and thereby 
give the impression that the Union is t~g to force a meeting 
of' editors. Perhaps indeed there is something to be said 
f'or the first meeting being of' a relatively inf'ormal type, 
among such editors as would happen to be attending the Vienna 
meeting. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr. K.A.C.Elliott, 
Department of' Neurochemistry, 
Montreal Neurological Institute, 
3801 University Street, 
Montreal 2, 
CANADA. 

-
R.H.S.Thompson. 
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Dr . R.H.s. Thompson , 
Dept. of Chemical P thology, 
G~'s Hospital Medical School , 
London, S.E. l . 

De r Brofessor Thompson, 

April 8th, 1958. 

I have your letter of April 2nd in tvhich you SP-Y that o~ston will not be 
taking the chair at the proposed Editors 1-tee ting in Vienna.. I think Edsl' 1:! 
would be an excellent choice . I wcnder , ho.vevor , "Wheth..~r th':'!re is any 
.feeling ar ong Europeans thBt thinrs should not appear to be dcminated by 
Americans . You nould kno-.v better than I whether this is a serious objection . 
I am in favour of any1,•ody you appoint . I would even take the !job myself 
if yo" are stuck , provided thRt I do not have to do any Apprecinbl e organizing. 
If you found that several influent>ial. peopl e thought the meeting n ot worth 
while I would not be offended if the idea were dropped. 

Yours sincerely, 

K.A.c. Elliott . 

KACE/tT£ 

',I 
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Department of Chemical Pathology, 

" f'J"VL I have written to Ogston, the Chairman of the Editorial Board 
, 1(-('t"'"., __ .Ar_ :7 _ 11 of the Biochemical Journal, with regard to your suggestion that 

1 j ; ·,: 4{rC'11A..*f.. he might be willing to take the Chair at the meeting of Editors 
~, ~ ~ fo-l in Vienna which you have proposed. 

~t~~ .. tt'f Although several other members of his Board are going to 
~ ~~J. 1 Vienna, he himself is not planning to attend the Congress • 

.-1/ 'J "~~ I rather gather that he is somewhat doubtful that there is 
1/..evl) 4 -r-..fr"// , a real need for such a meeting at the present time, but he 
& d. 

1
../J _ tells me he is going to raise the matter at the next meeting 

"' ~ tx:"'1 Cl/ ~~/.f.' of his Editorial Board on April 17th in order to get their 
·.._,~!'!' '1'\A.fr-fl. }/ "' views. 

J ~::J"~_j As he is not going to Vienna he has suggested that you 
_ • ~ 11 _ - • might like to consider Edsall as a possible alternative for -tt \L-r'v'"~fjt._ the Chairman. 

//--<rfl<.1 / il-< -n.t. ·t 1 ,p I· With best wishes, 
_,,~ -r.-qr ~ 1'{/ -

J A.<~- ... ,._/ I / f ':.{ 
·•~ • ....,_ ?( :> '-"-..' vt " I ' "-~ ..1 ,.,_/ ~~'..(_ 

.<o(. • f. 1't d ·YI-r. ~ 
-!; .... 

-l. I 

I 

Dr. K.A.C.Elliott, 
Montreal Neurological Institute, 
3801 University Street, 
Montreal 2, 
C.AN.ADA. 

Yours sincerely, 

.. -
R.H.S.Thompsan. 
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Department of Chemical Pathology, 

Guy's Hospital Medical School, 

London, S oE .1 o 

25th March, 19.58. 

Dear Elliott, 

Ma.ny tharlks for you:j' letter of the 11th March eencerning 
the proposed meet:ing of ~ditors of Biochemical J ouznals at 
the International Congress--oL.B.iochend.stry in :Viermao I 
note that although Hof:f'mann..Ostenhof has asked you to act 
as Chairman of the meeting you would prefer not to do so 
yourself and that you have suggested that the Chainnan of 
the Editorial Board of the Biochemical J ouznal would be 
an appropriate person. I have therefore written to Ogston 
telling him of your proposals and asking him whether 
he would be prepared to take the chair at such 11. meeting 
if one were to be organised. As soon as I get his reactions 
I will write to you again. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

R. H. s. Thompson. 

Dr.K.A.CoElliott, 
MOntreal Neurological Institute, 
3801 University Street, 
Montreal 2, 
CANADA. 
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FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES 
OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

Dr. K. A. C. Elliott, 

EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
CANADA 

March 20, 1958. 

Montreal Neurological Institute, 
3801 University Street, 
MONTREAL 2, Quebec. 

Dear Dr. Elliott: 

I should have written you some time ago in 
answer to your letter of February 28th. I have no 
very definite opinions about the usefulness of a 
meeting of editors of Biochemical Journals nor have 
I any specific ideas that I think might be discussed. 
I think it is ~dvantageous that nQ~all 
Biochemical Journals OQe~e o_n_the s~me _g.epejal 
basi~~... I would hate to see a general change toward 
what appears to be the editorial policy of Journel of 
Biological Chemistry. 

I know these comments are not very helpful 
and that they are late, but at least this will let 
you know that I have not lost interest in the affairs 
of our own Journal. 

A.GM/lmp 

Yours very truly, 

A. G. McCalla, Dean 
Faculty of Graduate Studies 



IV. I N T E R N AT I 0 N A LE R K 0 N G R E S S F 0 R B I 0 C H E M I E 

W I EN , 1.-6. SEPTEMBER 1958 

GEN ERALSEKRETAR I AT : 

WAH RI NGERSTRASSE 42 

WIEN IX, AUS T RIA 

Dear Professor Elliott, 

Professor K.AoC.Elliott 
Montreal Neurological Institute 
3801 University Sto 
Montreal 2 
=========== 
Canada 

March 20th,1958 H/J 

Thank you for your letter of 11th March, and the copy of your 
letter to Prof.Thompson. 

In the meantime I had an opportunity to see Thompson personally 
and we discussed the problem together. As you know, he is all in favour 
of your suggestion and he will try to make one of the editors of the 
Biochemical Journal act as the convener of the suggested meeting. 

As for the proposed agenda, I think that you have covered the 
ground admirably. I really hope that the intended meeting can be brought 
about during the Congress. 

Yours sincerely, 



INTERNATIONAL UNION OF BIOCHEMISTRY 
UNION INTERNATIONALE DE BIOCHIMIE 

Presiden t: 

Prof. M, FLORKIN, 
LABORATOIRES DE BIOCHIMIE . ' DE L'UNIVERSITE DE LIEGE , 

17 PLACE OELCOUR, 

' LIEGE, 
BELGIUM. 

Dr. K. A. C. Elliott 

.. ------- ~ ~ ,. Tt'easuYet' : "' 

; Prof. E. H. STOTZ, \ 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOCHEMISTY, l 

MEDICAL CENTilE, 
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER, 

ROCHESTER, N,Y., 
-..... ...,._,. _ _____.u.s-.A-:- _.... 

Montreal Neurological Institute 
3801 University Street 
Montreal 2, Canada 

Dear Dr. Elliott: 

Secretar)> • General : 

Prof. R. H. S. THOMPSON, 
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMICAL 

PATHOLOGY, 
GUY'S HOSPITAL MEDICAL SCHOOL 

LONDON, S.E. I. 
ENGLAND. 

v ' 

I have a copy of your letter of March 11th to Robert Thompson. When 
I was first informed of your inquiry to Hoffmann-Ostenhof, I expressed my 
belief that it would be quite appropriate to hold an Editors' meeting in 
Vienna, and that perhaps you could organize it and Hoffmann-Ostenhof would 
arrange for the meeting place. 

Perhaps you are right in suggesting someone else to act as chairman of 
such a meeting, although quite clearly you have already devoted considerable 
thought to the purposes of an Editors ' meeting. I am convinced that it would 
be a worthy function of IUB to "sponsor•• such international cooperation and 
understanding among journal editors. Perhaps this sponsorship can take the 
form, at least to start, of having our President, Professor Plorkin, sel ect 
a temporary chairman for the meeting andask the latter to issue invitations 
for this first meeting. You might let Robert Thompson know if this would 
be satisfactory, and he can take up the matter with Professor Plorkin. 

I am sure that a prospective chairman would want to have your suggestions 
as to part icipants and the tent ative agenda, and certainly Robert Thompson 
can forward this information to t he appropriate person. 

Once again, I am in favor of your idea and hope that such meetings 
can take place in connection with our internat ional congresses. 

With best personal regards, 

ES:d 
cc Professor Thompson 

Sincerely yours, 

Elmer Stotz 
Treasurer 



THE UNIVERSITY OF" WESTERN ONTARIO 

F" A C U L TY 0 F M E D I C I N E 

DEPARTMENT OF BIOCHEMISTRY • 346 SOUTH ST., LONDON, CANADA 

~Arch 14th, 1958. 

Dr. K.A.C. Elliot 
Editor, Canadian Journal of Biochemistry 
and Physiology 
Montreal Neurological Institute 
3801 University Street 
Montreal 2, Quebec 

Re: · Proposed £1eeting of the Editors of the Biochemical Journals 
During the Vienna Congress. 

Dear Allan:-

This is an excellent suggestion. I hope you have proceeded 
further >vith it. I also hope that you have been persuaded to serve 
as Chairman of the Meeting. Apparently, there was a similar Meeting 
of the Editors of the Physiological Journals at the Brussels 
Physiological Congress. Did you attend? If so, you might be able to 
get some suggestions for the agenda from the physiologists. 

Concerning people to invite, there are, of course, the editors 
of the obvious journals that we all can think of, but there are bound 
to be many more journals of different degrees of obscurity that we 
would never think of. Why not draft a general invitation, forward 
to Thompson, the Secretary of the International Union of Biochemistry, 
and ask him to send it to the I.U.B. representatives of each country 
adhering to the Union? All adhering countries have official repre­
sentatives to the General Assembly of the I.U.B. These representatives 
could be asked to forward ye~ invitation to the appropniate editor 
or editors of biochemical journals in their particular country. This 
scheme would leave the burden of choice on the I.U.B. representatives 
for each country and would let you off the hook. 

I hope these are the kind of suggestions you were looking for. 

With kind regards. 

RR:do 

P.S. Thompson's address is: 
International Union of 
Guy's Hospital Medical 

Yours sincerely, 

--p_v-1 , 
Roger Ros~ 

Professor and Head of Department 

Professor R.H.S. Thompson, Secretary-General, 
Biochemistry, Department of Chemical Pathology, 
School, London, S.E. 1, England. 



h llth, 1958. 

ar Pr on, 

p 1Jndnary thouchte on 

2.Inv1 tions. 



Biochemi.cal Oong'l'eaaeth F«· such ru~ •etlnga mere definite agenda oould be 
preparod. 

'lhe roUawina 1tema1 tWton;.;; oth~a, Z!d.pt be t~ken u.p brief17 at tl~ V~ 
~ting 

{a) Posflil"'ility at S~ rm,i~ among jzurnals v.t.th l"$epeot to 

~tion or manneor!.pta 
~s and abbroviatima 
citat.im d li~Ntunt and bibliography 
Ab~tr·<ae~ts vs .:;.tnt ~ries 

(b) Outlino of t·optt't .eft ll 
C~11:sim en En~a. 

(c) nov·ces !:~reducing r;ree~ far. spl!!, 1n jourtw,le. (For e~l].e1 m:-e there 
~- or papor which eOi!d; \,; e'f'~eet'i",-el¥ presented in abstract, tm manus .rlpt 
1"4ins available rcr :reproouaUCJ\ :~~t sO!lle centl'allilm~) 

(d) ~m!!,;J.•. Could all 3<m~s aceept pepara in En£1iah1 FrdCh r.::ld ~N.8'1 !'n!, 
a.t'"ter a fw years, in Rua iaa? Could jo,u·nale onc('.Jlftne 1nal:us:ton ot a..,..tnr1ea 
in a c;...,oond ~ee? 

(u) ~~~~ AN t.b~Are ~· tialds !n which~ ia outst.rmding need rm• a new 
j .. 

(.r) C"an!Ffl• Special proo~s Of' edit0l"t4. 
Ot.bor items. 

(er) Decisica ~tm'dini v~.l\ll of this I*tinl and ree~!aticn to l'nterMticmal 
tf'<J.on. It .me tor A.~.a ot next me~rting. 

L. Ot:~;an.\~aticz. 

I bel1Qve 'that this ms~ttns should ba oreani~ ov the 1nt.:mat11lal linm in 
oo.'llalxration with tbiJ Seamtaria't at the IV Intel"nati<tlal CC'fl nes. 

I tJd.nt it needs Ollly the settmg ere time end !Jlaco and 4>Jl~ ist,uanoe d 
invita:time vi'tb a tenwtiV'e &t;.~~ s-J.ch ae th:ut ei~IVD unc:1eP 3· ~tOO\!$• 

I am · ~:u.mdirlg a co;r7 or this letter to Prat. t1o'"fmar~:a-'JlC$tonhtl and to ~'rat. 
ctot~. (I have not !»an!. !'rat! t~ latter. ) 

Uast \s'i.l'tneu, 

'rotors mnCOl'ely', 

x • .a..c. m.liott. 
Edi.tcr. 
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Prof.' . 0 . Hof ..Ostenhaf.' , 
IV Internatioo.a.ler Kongress fter Biochemie, 
~~e~xingerstrasse 42, 
Wien IX, 
Austria. March llth, 1958. 

Dear frofessor Hoffmann-Dstenhof, 

/Thank you for your letter of February 21st about the suggested Editors ' 
Meeting. I have also heard fran Prof . R~H.S . Thomps<no I enclose a copy 
of ~ lette~ which I am sending to Prof . 4 hornpson about this matter . 

.. 

1\ 
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)I 
I 

I 

;: f 

Yo r s sincerely, 

K.A.c. Elliott, 
Editor • 
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INTERNATIONAL UNION OF BIOCHEMISTRY 

UNION INTERNATIONALE DE BIOCHIMIE 

Presiden t : Treasurer : Secretar~ ~ General : 

Prof. M. FLORKIN, 
LAIIORATOIRES DE IIIOCHIMIE 

.Prof. E. H. STOTZ, 
DEPARTMENT OF BIOCHEMISTRY. 

Prof. R. H. S. THOMPSON, 
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMICAL , . 

DE L' UNIVERSITE DE LIEGE , MEDICAL CENTRE, PATHOLOGY, 

17 PLACE DELCOUR, \ UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER . GUY'S HOSPITAL MEDICAL SCHOOL 

• LIEGE, ROCHESTER, N.Y., LONDON, S.E. I. 

IIELGIUM . U.S.A. ENGLAND. 

4-th Earch, 1958. 

Dear Elliott, 

I have recently received a letter from Hoffrnrum'­
Ostenhof telling me that you have ·written to him 
suggesting that a meetin.rr of Editors of :Siochemice.l 
Journals should take place vdthi11 the framework of the 
Conrress. As I was in Liege last week I discussed 
this matter with Professor l''lorkin anc we both ap:ree 
that such a meeting at such a time vmuld be highly 
useful, although we feel that the initiative for 
arrano:inr, such a meeting should be left to the Editors . 

It is clea'T'ly, I thin."!.::, im::?ortant that vre should 
be thinkins of such an ed:i. torial gathering since the time 
will shortly be coming when the recommendations concerninr; I the nomenclature of enzymes,whic.., is beinp; conE"idered at 
present by the Commission on Enz;ymes, vdll have to be 
made public, and, as \Ye have stated in a recent article in 
Nature (I<'ebruary 15th, 1958), it will then be necessa.r;;r to 
seek the help of the major biochemical joun1als in different 
countries in the hope of brinp;in(l' the nmv nanes into general 
usage . 

I notice thet lioffmt'nn-Ostenhof also Etent a copy of 
j his letter to me to Stotz, the third 'T!emb<;r oi' the >,l_reaLl of 

the Union, and I eJC")ect that he w~ 11 also be vrri tin.fl' to ;rou 
about this. 

Dr. K.A.C.Elliott, 
'I'he : eurological L'lstitute, 
Eontreal, G11N.P.DA. 

/i th best vdshes, 

Yours sincerely, 

-
R.H.S.Thompson. 



DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY 
HALIFAX, N. S. 

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSIOLOGY 

,. 

March 4, 1958. 

Dr. K.A.C. Elliott, Editor, 
Canadian Journal of Biochemistry and Physiology, 
Montreal Neurological Institute, 
3g01 University Avenue, 
MONTREAL. QUE. 

Dear Allan, 

I agree that it is a good idea to have a 
meeting of editors of the biochemical journals. I can 
think of no special item but an exchange of views would, 
no doubt, be valuable. 

It almost always happens does'nt it, that 
he who makes the suggestion gets the job ? I understand 
your reluctance to be chairman and I agree that the 
editor of the B. J. would be an appropriate person. 
However, in the event of an East - West tiff, perhaps a 
Canadian would be a suitable arbiter 

Yours sincerely, 

J. A. McCARTER. 

Professor. 





IV. I N T E R N AT I 0 N A L E R K 0 1\1 Gi R E S S t= 0 R B I 0 C H E M I E 

GEN ERALSEKRETARIAT: 

WAH RI NeJERSlTRASSE 4~ 
WIEN IX, AUSTRIA 

Dear Dr.Elliott, 

W I E N, 1. - 6. S E PT E M S E R ~ S68 

DroKoAo CoElliott 
Canadian Journal of Biochemistry 

and Physiology 
Montreal Neurological Institute 
3801 University Sto 
Montreal 2/Canada 
================== 

February 21,1958 H/J 

I refer to my letter of February 7. As I wrote in this letter, 
I reported your enquiry to the Bureau of the International Union of Bio­
chemistry. Now I received from Prof.R.H.S.Thompson, the organization's 
secretary, the following answer : 

"I think that K.A.CoElliott's suggestion that a meeting of 
editors of the biochemical journals should take place during the Congress 
week is an excellent oneo I agree with you that the Union should certainly 
encourage such a meeting, but I feel that the initiative for convening it 
should rest with the editors themselveso I am sure that the editor of the 
Biochemical Journal would be most interested in this, but it might be help­
ful if we knew what agenda was p~oposed to put before the meetingo Have you 
had any indication of the particular topics that Elliott wants to discuss 
at this meeting? 11 • 

I am sure, too, that the editors not only of biochemical but also 
of similar journals from various countries would be very interested in such 
a meeting, but a program would have to be scheduled. If you, as an editor, 
would be willing to suggest the agenda for the convention, to send us a list 
of editors to be invited by us, and, furthermore, to act as the chairman of 
the meeting, we shall be happy to take charge of the organization within the 
frame of our Congress. 

Yours sincerely, 

O.Hoffmann-Ostenhof 



IV. I N T E R N AT I 0 N A L E R K 0 N G R E S S F 0 R B I 0 C H E M I E 

GEN ERALSEKR ETARIAT: 
WAH RI NGERSTRASSE 42 

WIEN IX, AUSTRIA 

Dear DroElliott, 

W I E N , 1 . - 6 . S E PT E M B E R 1958 

Dr.K.A.C.Elliott 
Canadian Journal of Biochemistry 

and Physiology 
Montreal Neurological Institute 
3801 University St. 
Montreal 2/Canada 
================= 

February 7,1958 H/J 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of February 3rdo In 

your capacity as a main speaker in our symposium III you need not send 

in your registration form. We already sent you your membership card No. 

3026 which exempts you from payment of the membership fee. 

We have not yet planned any meetings of~ditors of journals 

during the Congress, although I must say that our Congress would be 

one of the best opportunities for e.g.an international meeting of edi­

tors of biochemical journals. I shall report this idea to the bureau 

of the Interna tional Union of Biochemistry because I think that the 

Union should be interested in such a meeting, and shall notify you 

immediately in case anything positive will result from my enquiryo 

Yours sincerely, 



Dr. o. HoffmaJm-Ostenhof , 
General Secretary, 
International Congress of Biochemistr,y, 
Waehringerstrasse 42, 
Wien n , 
Austria. 

Dear Dr . Ho"!' n-Ostenhaf, 

Februar.r Jrd, 1958. 

I shall be attending the Coneress and presentinr an invited paper in the 
symposium on the Biochemistr,y of the Central Nervous System., I shall also be an 
official delegate of McGill University. Later I s:b.all send in my registration 
foms . 

I am the Editor of the Canadian Journal of Biochemistr Physiology and 
I would appreciate it if you would let me know whether sp-y meetings of Editors of 
journals have been planned to ta.ke place during the Con~ ~ 

KACE/ut 

r 

I 

l 
I 
j 

) 
I 
I 

f 
I 

Yours sincerely, 

K.A. C. Elliotto 



234Cyncoed Road 
Cardif'f', -
April 30, 1947 ) 

.____/ 

Dear Allan, 

I received ycur letter today which is a Red Letter Day f'or I have today resigned my ap~ointment with the Agricultural Research Council, have refused definitely a Chair of Bio­chemistry at London University (worth £2000 ~er annum!)and have f'ormally accepted the appointment of' Prof'essor of' Biochemistry at McGill University, to be held conjointly vri th my appointment on the s~a:f!f' of' the Montreal Gene»al Hospital. I only hoP.e and P.ray I have done the ri~ht thing. My wif'e, I know, is delighted since it has always been her wish to go back to the "right" side of' the Atlantic Ocean! 
It was good of' ~rou to write me about R. and to give me f'air warning• But I realized e.f'ter I saw him that he was a man of' many vices and virtues and I shall have to take the gamble that my association with him will be a happy and f'rui tf'Ul one. I know, an:vway, that I will always have the helpful interest of' all 1~ scientific colleagues in Montreal. I look f'orward, in f'act, to this new phase in my scientific career. 

I hope all goes 1.11Tell with you and your f'amily. My wif'e and I hope to see you all soon since we expect to sail f'or Canada on August 6th on the Empress of' Canada. We have, b:r the way, no idea 1'1l"ien~·e we are going to live. 

My best wishes, 

Yours ever, 
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BY AIR MAIL 

AIR LETT E ;~4~P~ I MAY ) 
IF ANYTHING IS ENCLOS 1 194 7 
THIS LETTER WILL BE SEN 
BY ORDINARY MAIL. 10NO 

Prof. Allan Elliott 

T··Tontreal Neurological Institute 
, .............. .... . 

3801 University Street 

Mon ·t're.ai' 2·~ ... C.iiriaaii ....... .. ...................... . 
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OR. EARL o. BONO, 
iNSTITUTE OF THE PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL, 
Ill NCRTH 49T~ STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

0EAR OR. BONO, 

NOVEMBER I ITH, 1944 ) 
./ --

AM ANXIOUS TO KEEP IN TOUCH 'fiiTi-l THE ttot...o" JnSTI1"UTE, 
AND THE BE~T WAY Sf.EUS TO BE TO WRtTE TO YOU AND OTHERS THERE OCCASIONALLY. 

OUR MOVE UP HER~ WAS SUCCESS~ULLV CARRIED OUT BUT AN ~WFUL 

JOBe THE IUMIQRATION AND ESPECIALLY CUSTOMS FORMALITIES, AS WELL AS 
PROC\JRIN~ FOOD A!4!) ':>AS RA'iiONS AND UHlUMERABLE OTHER DETAILS, HAVE 8EE~I 

VERY TlRESO~.IE t.IIO TIME-CONSUMING OM TOP Of' T»E ACTUAL PROCESS Of!' MOVII'iGe 

1\FTER A NUMBEI'i' OF' \'VEEK-ENOS OF FURIOUS WORK, WE ARE PRETTY tiE ARt.. Y SETTLED 

I \l THE HOUSE. OUR HOUSE tS LARGE AND VERY OLO-FASHfONED AND R4THER FAR 

OUT, BUT IT IS PLEASANTLY SITUATED OU THE BACK RIVER tiUO lS (('JITE ORAUQ»T­
PROOF, «HICH IS I. BLESSPHii WlTH CHILDREN. We: ALL STJ OO THE MOVE VE:RY 'NELL 

ANO ClofEERf'ULLV; THC CH ILOREH £SPEC I AL.I.. V 'ItER<: FINE • VE'4ETlA AT THE -..ot.tENT 

IS GETTING OVER CHtCKEN POX. 

I 'i THE INSTITUTE HERE l STILL FEEL RATHER U ~SETTLED THOUQH I 
Al.l BE~ I~ ll NG TO FJ.JD MY WAY ABOUT AND I HAVE SO~~E .VORK STARTED. THE LAB 

HAS MANY MODERN CONVENtENCES SUCH AS NUMER0US 0UTLETS FOR \C AND OC CURRENT, 
AIR, VAC:l'Uft\t STEfHo..l GAS AND WtTt.Rt BUT fT LACKEO ~JANV SIMPLE THt:H~S AND IT 

LACKS SPACE. t HAVE STARTED WORK ON THE BRAIM EDEMA WHICH OCCURS OM 
EXPOSURE OF BRAIN ~~ OPERATIONS, AND I EXrECT SOO~ TO ~ORK OH SOME CHEMICAL 

ASPECTS Of' BRAIN INJURV IN WHICH I EXPECT TO FtND SO~£ OF THE TECHN1QUES 
WHlCH l DEVELOPED l. PHI!.ADf.LPHIA USEFUL. 

lT Wlt.:L BE A LONG TPJE BEFORE l CAN JUOCE WHETHER OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR ME HERE ARE GREATER THAR THEY WERE WITH VOUe BUT AT THE MOMENT f AU 

DISTINCTLY HOUESICK FOR UY ·,t..O LAB Al'40 THE HEI..P AffO CONVENIENCES J HAO THERE. 

EXCEPT FOR THE PHYSlOLOGIST, JASPER, I SEE VERY LITTLE OF THE STAFF• WHO ARE 
ALL AS BUSY AS YOU ALL ARE. AND SETTLING INTO A STRANGE LAB INVOLVES MANY 

FRUSTRATIONS, ESPECIALLY WITH THE WAR TIUE SCARCITIES AND DELAYSe BUT I 
CAME HERE TO WORK O'l PROBl-F.MS WHICH CONCERN WAR CASUALTIES "NO I BELIEVE IT 

WAS THE RIQHT THING TO DO. 

PLEASE Gl VE MY R~GI\ROS TO MY FIUtNOS l1T THE 1NSTITUTE, MZO 

BEST WISHES TO YOURSELF FROM, 

YOURS VERV SINCERELY, 
K.A.C. El-L I OTT 

KACE/08 (OVER) 



Prom: 

To 

16, Ll '1:IIAM ROAD, CA.IDI~I G£. 
/ 

July 3rd 1940. 

~he ditor of the Sc::.cntific J rker, 
30" B~dfo:t.• no · # 

Lor )OH w. c . 1 . 

Dear .. ir, 

of: 
be 

JJ~~ 

I 
eriberH nmy l.~kc to .. nv 11 t <~nnelvee 

H"l :tn the'~ nttccb .d letter., 'ihich I should 
ould publioh. I 

Scien"ticta lwv1uc \Pl_ uhliruod :.. o""ult ... u ·v- ll {0 to 
ooni'. tl en to t1 e ·r . • • :'ol .. "'nfo -~,,cp.:nu;; t ~cy ay in d ition 

ll'uctlons to t .-.... 1.. :ru:)sG £l.'l.Om; ululct .. tion 1:'1 
f. .. eeL:' :.cd I,.. c I tJ' g' ert they ntt eh:-

doDired. 

.... . 
rublic tion i 

... 
v • 

who al'loul be 
Altornat.:~.vcly 

:1 C'-'~--.t. _)Ub 1cntion .s 

ro.:; .. i uto c'!." ··e or c ~ .. cu: '"'ta.nocs il: 1h1ch 
.; ·n·oceoded '\Tj_th. 

:t f"!., 10 m Cl P.o/'r a c of nny A!re:~icn.~ ocien.tii,jt 
to see t 1e ' ;":"!: ~v· .:rough t~ e press . 

r: uld e left to o-m:d.ttoo of t_'o . A. S . \ • • 

t:': .. If i;ho v:or ~ hr:w ecn o.l::oou y LC 1t to r ne 1n 
l:.uropo ut; I· o 1.0"": yot n o red, finO. ".ts ~ubl~.eat,.on seems 
doubtful, ' 1.1. role· ... m:: f ·c·· s and • r<.otionc chn~ ld b "';. t+ chod, 
so t· t t l" u :, · · c.ble lapce o,.. t lrw th p· .:.J r or r.n butrnct 
cun be publ:t .. ..l t, ::.n the u.r . A. 

c: . · , t• o c ... o o: 1"..1 . 'i Jl .. !t f:lhort nb. t1~acta in 
th LotLc:. ... to tu..... fOri < nro n.bl~- tho 'l.Jc"·t 0 n of 
enous.-.ing publicity. 

6 . c~:.pte e o..tl b .... acnt to , .. K .. A.c. Bl .'-ott n.t 
the ud "~V>ess ---; vou L1 l·:s 1 tter . 

tfl...UdO 
c;ivo 

th1<· o fo1 .. c·"" the A •. • R. ' · • is 
t.:. ~1 tt t ou:- me 1bn:!'n .re e.ak<.f 'Lo 
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Dr. M. Stephenson 
16 La thae Road 
Combridga, Ehgl.and 

Dear M.s.; 

June 5, 1940 

I received your letter and abstracts 
today. The letter to Dr. J.iac Donald has been forwarded 
to h.U:. (it came to ey home). Please cross out all old 
ad~,xesses o£ mine and enter theae1 

lll ;rorth 48th Street 
Ph:Undelphia, Penna. 

20 MontMse Avenue 
K:i..rkl.ya, Uppe1• Darby, Pa. 

I Vlil.J. be glad ·to take ca:ro of El!ler­
geucy publication for you. I suggest you write each 
thin; e..s an abstract ·wnioh could be printed without Il\V 

having to change it at a, 1, as I mig! t do the wrong 
thing. ('Those received sear. all right.) 

Write to ne regularly so that i. I 
don't hear fl'Qm you !or say 2 or 5 months, I can es­
sum.e you are missing. It is no use going bo~ ne s or 
bombillgs as yo'U mi6ht be fu--afted away rom Cambridge 
and prevmtocl by censor i'rom informing me. If I cease 
to hear from you, and i:t t le Biochem. J. does not ap­
pear to be coming out, I lr'.J.l.l submit your abstracts, 
with an explanation, to the J .B.c., probably for their 
"Letters to Editor• section. 

Please keep a list of the abstracts 
you send me d as each ons becol:les obsolete due to 
bein · safely published, lot me know. (I mi0 ht spoil 
things if I in dvertently subo.i t already published 
stuf'f.) 
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Always send earboll copies and dU?li­
cates of important. le~ters cN:yle of w :eks after 
the originals to n:.ake lll>re sure things r ach here • 

.Forgive ell these instructions, it is 
just cy way,. 

?lease take r.o urmeeer::sarJ risks with 
yourself. 

Yours, 

. Allq,n Elliott 

? • .3. Love to the eed.ha.m.s; tell ·tmem. I saw Lu in 
New Orleans. Pl€a8e thank 1Iof?Y for his long letter 
to me. 

A. E. 



October ro, 1959 

Dr. Ellice HcDonald, Director, 
Biochemical Research .li'oundatiorl, 
l3E, outh 56th Street, 
Ph1ladel;,:L~ie, ?a. 

Dear l'r. ~cDonnld : 

After close consl.aeration and .uch hesitation 
I have dacidcd to accept the position at the Institute of t~e Pennsylvania 
Hospital v.hich I oiscul'wtd d th you so::-.::e til!.e ago. 1 am to atsrt t. nre 
on December let and so I uus:. tt:ndet• you r,ry resignation trom the 
Bloc emicnl Research Found::..tion d·.tcctlve Dt-cerr.be.r 1, 1 ~9. 

1 le~ve ~ou -:-itn ccusider&b.l.& rt.:~r~t as I have 
always appr ciated the actvru1tage~ of the B. R. F. and ~ feel under 
great obli~~tion to you for giving ,.,e the opportunlt; and facilities 
to ao a zreat deal of work during t~e past six ycara and for m y special 
ltindnessetl to e. Hov.evor, l believe tM.t I 1::1ay improve the v lue of 
my rese.arch b;r spending some ti ... e in t11e utrnoept1erc of applied, clinical) 
science, and the idea of starting a new research lab. myself ts c allenge 
llhich I think should be etimul tir1.;{ to t!ccept. 

I hope not to sever y association ·;1ith the 
B., R, F. at t~-11 cctlplet~ly. Your generous permission for ll1e to uoe 
the li bra.r-.r aa ts1ough I belong ~d ner dll he normously appreciat~;a 
and it neans that I v;ould visit the .Lab. proLa.bly every week and I 1tould 
b glad t.o help, with inforruetion or sugge tiomj, anybody . ere \ho ay 
ask ae. It is quite likely that afte·r a period I :nay be an.idous to 
come back here, and I am glad to kno~ that y~u ould oive serious 
consideration to an application f'rou1 e. 

I hope thE..t tn· lab. cont nUt::i::J to do ood 
work and I wish every uccess to you, tne lab., ~~a the proJected new 
build1ni• 

Yours very sinaerel: , 

(. !. c. Elliott 

P., • I sorry to ttve .ou such short .otica but there ~as elu~ at 
the Institute 1n makin the appoint ent official. 

K.A.C.E. 



J)r• leU :&, Gordon, 
De~nt of Ch.S.atry 1 

fh6 lohna Hopkine Univerai.t;, 
hltiaore, Id. 

o.ar Dr. Gonton, 

J'uly 16, 1&16 

'thank you. for yo~ kind letter or l!th lun.e. 

I would like 1n reply to let you knoY ho ..-.ry much I enJoyed 

the .-..r rosurch eoo.f'eriJnoe at Gibaon Iaand and to thclk 

you ad the lohns Hopkins University tor the pl"1Y11ece of 

~peald.na At the conference.. I think t .can trul7 aay th&t I 

ha•• n•••r enJoyed .ny other scient.i.tlo .. eting 10 III'V.oh JUld 

thAt % ban no cr1t1c1a of any kind to offer, It any 

IU&t•tt1ona occur to • I shall be Slad to let you know thea• 

ud I tthoul.d alwqe be glad to d11c~•• wt th you ~ ideas 

for tu.tu.re meet1ncs • 

I. A. C,. ID1ott 

h 



REMSEN HALL 

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 
.THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

/ 

July 13, 1936 

Dr. K. A. C. Blliott 
The Biochemical Research Foundation 

of the Franklin Institute 
133 S. 36th Street 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

Dear Dr. blliott: 

We wish to express our deep 
appreciation of your active part in making 
our summer research conference successful. 
We hope that you enjoyed the stay at Gibson 
Island and that we may have the pleasure of 
having you again. 

If you have any criticism of 
any kind or any suggestions 'Nhich will maKe 
the 1 .. eetings tJore v.rorthwhile to those in at­
tendance ao not hesitate to write us frankly. 

Sincerely yours, 

/V~~ 
NEG/m Neil E. Gordon 



. . M 36 -t.,~- (.,e.,~~ l _e 1.. ""7: ~d...,.. 1'1 36 
MONTREAL NEUROLOGICAL INSTITUTE ~~ ~ (j 

I-s arising bet1reen Aug. 7 an::~:6:h:::~p r ~~if/ ~' ~ 
,,~ . 

1. Letter from Miss Da.wson re conditions in the Director's suite has been sent to M:_. 
. Defries. 

Note Buzzers. After I had let Mr. Nesbitt know Miss Dawsons's request, she added 
more. The relevant item in Mr. Nesbitt's letter to you of 17 August is incorrect. 
The required system is: 

Dr. Penfield to each secretary ( 2 buttons ) 
Each secretary to Dr. Penfield and to Dr. McNaughton 
Dr. McNaughton to each secretary (2 buttons) and 
Each secretary to the other secretary. ( Thus each Secretary has 3 buttons) 

2. Letter from Dr. Lloyd-Bmith re conditions in Neurology Suite, 1st floor, sent to 
Mr. Defries. 

,3a Dr. Pasquet tells me that he intended to have the two doors E .534-.502 and E.536/.502 
removed and the partition built solid. This is not shown on the plans. These 
doors could be just locked but Dr. Pasquet would prefer solid partitions to cut 
down noise in these offices. 

b Dr. Pa~uet mentions that there has been make-shift ventilation and wishes to be 
assured that proper ventilation will be provided for E .534, .53.5 and 536. 

4 Miss Flana.gan prepared, Aug. 13, a careful list of rooms requiring the following. 
Most of these have been brought up previously. 

a Ceiling li!hts to be raised. 
b Light fixtures to be changed in Neurosurgeons offices 1st floor. 
c Bed pan flushing appa.ra tus to be removed (N. B. Dr. Lloyd Smith adds one on 1st floor) 
d Additional door saddles to be removed 
e Door saddles to be ground down 
f Door handles to be replaced by flush fittings 
g Other items mentioned previously. 

I believe I sent copies of this list to Mr. Defries and to Mr. Nesbitt. 

5 Pipes in Registrar's Office E 120 lhese newly installed pipes are unsightJ.y in this 
officeo Surely they shoUld be neatJ.y boxed in? 

6 Telephone booth and E .520. Mr. Chavin finds that the plans show a door in the 
recess where he expected to rplace this booth. Miss Flanagan has been asked to 
suggest an alternative location. 

7 Neurochemistry. Items new and old. 

A A cupboard in N 705 is not yet glazed. 
bnBuzzers between N 712 and N 715 and vice versa, and between N715 and corridor N 701. 

It woUld be good also between N 712 and N701. 
c Locks on cupboard in N 720 

Locks on books - cupboard in N 703. 
d Dr. Elliott requests that a bank of drawers 'W'Mea :t:;~taiJ:lea ~ to U&e,.. 

be installed under bench inN 703 ~ · u~ r-...~. 
e Install fire extinguisher which is to be removed from end of old cupboard. 
f (Remaining from previous letter to Hr. Defries) McGill please finish shelves in 

window spaces in E 718 and adjust metal work of drain racks. ( -¥.-1 ~) 
g Rush my shelves and deep - freeze - storage space. 



M 36 

·8 'Dle Architects are urged to send me the long-pranised memo re clock with chimes. I will be embarrassed if I am asked and can still give no answer. 

9 A suggestion has been made which I believe is good if practicable. Could some cool air be brought to Neurophysiology steriliz~ 

~am E 735, in the course of the re-organization of air - conditioning? 

10 
A PRAYER 

Dear God, Give Us Strength To 

Accept With Serenity The Things That Can-

not Be Changed. Give Us Courage To Change 

The Things That Can And Should Be Changed. 

And Give Us Wisdom to Distinguish One From The Other. 

- Attributed to Admi ral Hart, 
quoted by George Sessions Perr,y 
and Isabel Leighton in "Where Away"· 

M 36 
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Dr. K. A. c. Elliott, 

MeGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

Montreal Neurological Institute. 

December 
18th, 
1952. 
(diet. 17.12.52). 

RE: Montreal Neurological Institute Extension. 

Dear Dr. Elliott: 

Bedpan Sterilizers:-
Please refer to my letter of December 13th, the last paragraph; 

the Plumbing Sub-Contractor now informs me that he has not received the four 
flanges and I suggest, therefore, that steps be taken immediately to get these 
to him so that he will not say we are delaying his installation work. 

Althou~ I have heard nothing, I am assuming that the Institute 
has arranged the replacement of the four incorrectly wall-mounted sterilizers 
by the desired floor-mounted type; it is the four floor flanges of these 
latter which the Contractor needs immediately. 

~ Autoclave Sterilizers:-
'~' 
~ The Engineers write on December 15th in the belief that 
~'!: ~ ... ·J "certain sterilizers required for the new building, and the change-over 
~ ~ pe:Uod have not yet been ordered by Miss Flanagan". 
U:J 
~ I.C\ ~ This is the eq_uipment which is to be installed in a neat row 
~ J. J J. J in room N-507 with the door ends mounted on a Face Plate (to be arranged for 
R) 0 ~ • oc.by the Institute) facing into room N-513. 

-J \ . \.::J ;J 
At the meeting yesterday the Engineers said they believe there 

~; !· is some addition or change to tl:le autoclave set-up; the General Contractor 
~ is seriously held up in the construction of partitions at this point in the j ") · ilding on account of lack of information regarding the autoclaves and their 
~ ~-....L 1~ comm.on face plate. We are being severely criticized, extra cost is being 

r-, ......:,. j ~threatened, and thus this situation should be clarified right away, if you 
- .f ~~an possibly manage this. 

_.s .J ~ \. 
d{s Yours very truly, 

R. G. Defries; Superintendent, 
D. 7 7 "~ .~ ., J 4 4 1 1 Buildings & Grounds. 
cc-Fetherstonhauglil, Durnford, BOlton & Ch9.dwick; 

McDougall & Frie~; ~is~t. 'E Fl:,anagan, C/ 

Mr . .. W • ;r • Hawkih-. 
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Dr. K.A.C. Elliott, 
Neurological Institute. 

~ 
McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

re: Montreal Neurological Institute 
Extension - Bed Pan Sterilizers. 

Dear Dr. Elliott: 

December 
thirteenth, 
1 9 5 2. 

After informing you that four (4) of the twelve (12) 

new bed pan sterilizers were incorrectly delivered of the wall 

mounted type, on checking with Mr. Hawkins I find that the order 

(No. 99337) does not specify the type of mounting. 

Apparently this order has been handled mostly on a 

verbal basis between the Institute and the suppliers and the delivery 

of unacceptable goods emphasizes the necessity of details being 

settled in writing, and through the Purchasing Department. 

-~~~~ There is a lot of equipment on order by the Institute, 

Jc..v-~4 ~ ~f some of it detai±ed, and if you think that details of other orders, 

~::::zl.~ similarly handled, should be checked, it would be most desirable to have 

-::/::;!;j'z:t;;;--z!;t this done right away. t '. \lv(.~ c.\ 

"'r·.fl..-7~---t~J As regards the four (4)Abed pan sterilizers, I under­

U...., ~~~fie stand that the Plumbing SUb-contractor has already been giv(en) four (4) 

~~ floor mounted flanges and the assumption is that the four 4 wall 

, mounted units will be taken back and replaced by floor mounted. Your 

~,_,J u-...;,~w comments would be appreciated and if I can help please let me know. 

tre:~ ~ Ur-4""-<-
~ F A;reo.. ... • 4 ;'«.-~~ .f-4./ Q. 1/.c.. fir I<. 
~fct,.~~~-w-~-tel(l ~ldt.r 

Yours very truly, 

r/ --~- u I·-·--. :2 ';,t 

~-r-trf-~--'/ /.,·• 1(. ""·?>~,·· 
~"">'>~>< ·r~. ~~ · nt'( 

Q r_-/ I . 
/_) - ~ 

R.G. Defries, ?~~- Superintendent, 
...:,_~/ ·-{~> ~ Buildings & Grounds. 
~'7T ~,_ ~ 

/',.~ ~ 
H. 

cc: Miss E. Flanagan, 
:Mr. D.C. Bain, 
Mr. W.J'. Hawkins. 

T;-.t<h " ~ 
""'~ "'">t.e./-t;. ">'et£. 
-r"<,r ~ ec;~ ~' 
~~~~- .. y~~ L ~ "'-,\;{:~ 

? ~ • ~-..... ,1·"(-,.. t; 

'< "'r '"0 ~ . '>'(: 

. ¥ ~-
~,V~~ 

~(" 



Donner Laboratory of Experimental Neurochemistry 

Mr. villiam H. Donner, 
\iindsor Hotel, 
Montreal . 

Dear Mr . Donner, 

November 9,1951 

I know that your decision to virtually endow 
research in experimental neurochemistry in this Institute 
was in the interests of medical science and humanity. But 
as the person whose work is most directly affected by your 
generosity, I would like to let you know my personal 
gratitude . 

I . of course, feel strongly that the biochemical 
approach has a most essential placet and great possibilities, 
among the various approaches to the problems of nerve, brain, 

. and mind. You are accustomed to making wise decisions and 
your recent action encourages me ~o believe that my faith in 
neurochemistry is corre·ct . However, it remains for me and my 
eo-workers to prove , by our work , the wisdom of yoUrdecision . 
I can promise that we will do our best to justify your 
generosity. 

We will not, of course, achieve miracles . You would 
not expect that. But thought, study, steady work and, I hope, 
an occasional bright idea, should produce valuable basic infer .. 
mation which should eventually have practical value . There may 
be long spells vthen workers in the department are engaged in 
fundamental biochemical studies the relevance of which to 
neurology may be obscure to the non-biochemist . But these 
studies will be the foundation on which the more obviously 
significant results can be obtained . 'l'he \iays of science are 
rather remarkable . Our most interesting results in regard to 
epilepsy arose from studies by others on the growth of a micro­
organism . On the other hand, we b lieve that the results obtained 
in studying epilepsy suggest fundamental phenome·na which may help 
us understand much about other bru~n disorders . 



Mr . William H. Donner - 2 - Uovember 9, 1951 

Under the far-sighted terms of your prov1s1on for 
neurochemical research we can now plan properly and carry 
on long-term programs . I hope also that we may build a 
school of young people who will carry on such work here 
and elsewhere for generations . 

I would like to add that I am very conscious that 
our work in experimental neurochemistry' is part of Dr . 
Penfield's grand attack on the problems of brain and mind. 
I am very happy that you have made it possible for him to 
establish permanently one part of this great project . 

. It was good of you to phone me at home the other night . 
I certainly hope you will visit the laboratory when you come 
back to Montreal . Our new laboratories , however, will not 
be ready for a year or so . 

As a scientist and as a man whose personal career is 
concerned , I ask you to accept my sincerest thanks for what 
you have done . 

Yours sincerely, 

K. A. C. Elliott 

KACE/C 



THE DONNER LABOR TORY OF EXPERU~ ~T L NEUROCHEVJ!STRY 

liT .THE f:!Ot~TP..EAL NEUROLOG CA!. ItiSTITUTE 

It is announced that the Donn · r Found. tion of C ada has 

p ovided for permanent support or r se rch .n the Laboratory f 

Exp rimental 1 uroche i try ~t the ~ntr al N urol ical In titute . 

This labor tory, ~hich is d rected by D • K.A.C.Elliottt will 

h nceforth be c lled the Do ner Laboratory of Lxperimontal N uro .... 

ch·mistry . 

IJ:r. ·illiam H. Donner is a ell-knotrn industri '"list and 

ph ·1ant ropist of Philadelphi d ~ontreal . In the United Stat s, 

he has long t ken a constructive intere t n m d:ic·l research :nd 

medical educution, especially in th f~eld of cancer treatment. In 

C mada, he h~s been interested in surgical research, as indicated 

by the recent erection of the Donner -uildin on the rounds of 

McGill University . 

f.tr. Donner hn realized thg.t br in re se :J.rch is differ nt from 

m ny other fi lds o exploration. It promis s the g a.test b nef'its 

to humanity, but it can only tt in its ulti at EO 1 if it is t 

up on ~ lon term basis that pe its the dev lopment of a fieL~ of 

~ork, gen r tion fter ner, tio • H h s ther tore arranged an 

unusu l ~rm or bequest . 

Through tho Do ner Ca.na.di n Found ti n, an annu 1 sum or 
'W20,4 o. "ill b ntributecl f r the support of this Donner 

L bor tory a lon s xperimental neuroche istry continu s to be 

a subj et of inv stig tion at th Montr ·l • urological n titute. 

lf th F Uiid tion hould c a to exist, a c pi tal Trust Fund 1 ould 

b s t U) to c ntinue th w r • Th incom will be dminist red by 

1cG111 Univ rsity. 



This my well mean ru annual eift in p rpetuity, for th 
prob ma in this ficla tu·· vast and th opportuni.tios for aav n.ce 

:ill not be xnaus d until th caus s of n rvous nnd ment 1 
ran ant cl rly understood . 

Che intry of th br in is n fi ld of study in ·nich 

K •• c. .lliott, Associat Prof oor of ·xpori ental Neurology in 
tCGill's D partment of eurology and le~ urg ry, is recogniz d 

a an outstanding pione r. '!'rained a C brid · Uni r ity, fl'"om 

2. 

ahieh he h lds th d "'gre s of Ih.D. nd !Jc .D., Dr. lliott w s 

brought out to the Univer ity of P nt sylv ia for res rch. During 
the " r h ea - to .ontr 1 caus of th r et tt.at, du to th 

clos ass ci,t1 n between the Canadi n N tional R earch Council 
and the :1 ntrea.l i urological Institute, th r w re t r 

pportunity to ak scienti ic contrib tion to th ar effort 
by m ans or studi a of brain ihju.ty . ~ 

t the eloso of th war, an w labor tory of xperiment·l 
b in eh- 1 try .a et bli h d within t r urolo ·ic 1 Institut 
on a 5 y ar basis th~~ s to renew d f1£ts £rom th two original 
back rs of the lnstit te, nam ly, the t ock fell r Foundation for 

die 1 "'8 a eh of York, nd u-. J •.• J cConn 11 of ntr 1, 
eh givin 50,000.00 to this nd. 

Th ~at bliahment of thi 1 bor tory brJu t very wclco 
s ist ce to Dr. er: eh rn, D1. Ja ... per d Dr • .P nfield, \1' o 

were at th t ti m .in corn ined ffort to learn ore bout the 
c use of epilep y. t the end of 5 y ars, Dr. Blliott and hi 
r.: ll u , Dr. on d. To r, h d throtm l' ht on thi v xed probl 
by the discovery th t th r a • 1 t gray matt r of tho 



p ticnts who ar ubjec to rec rring "focal fits. tt an a n r.nality 

in th form tion a lib ration or eh mic 1 ubst· nee whJ.ch has 

a pow ri'ul but little understood act· on in the nervous ystem. 

TI1is substanc is ~ 11 d cetylcholine . t the s ti he 

contribution to the to,led e of the che c 1 proc ses r lated 

t the elease of nergy within the gray .-tt r . 

nst1tute . 

T ~o y r · t o it w s · eessary t draw up pl n for re-

de 

organi~ tion . Th or, both clinie·l Id scientific, had grotm 

f I b ond its origin 1 scope and the w rd and l boratori s 

tmre. bur ting. rh pl-n was to put it on 

~sa Speci l ho•pital in the Provlnc of .ueb c, and us Bruin 

cs arc Institut • 1bo c. 1lp i(n for funds , aa direct ·d i"ir t 

to the l o pit 1 to provid for operatin deflcit nd to build 

Th s cond objective w s to provide for ~ eh labor tory 

.ithin the Institute pe an nt basic ~nco , 0 th t nucleus 

or scientists could \rork in each on lon. t rm proj cts. Thu , 

the aci ntific ;j cti ve s t er· t a r;ational Brain Res rch 
\ 

lnstitut • 

Th Rock ~eller Found tion, by means of th·ir ori inal 

c pital endolr1ment t th t..im of the opw ing of the on.tre 1 

f. urolo icnl In titut , h d provided p rm nt be sic suppo t for 

~h t~o ori inal labor torie , one for neurosur ical pathology 

w1der D • il iam Cone nd on for neurolo ical re(! arch .der 

Dr. Don d .cE cl m . 

>Ut during th past 17 y ar ne ~ f1 ·lds Of inve ti ,atio 

h ve op r.ed ..tp within thf) ston buildin on niv r ity Stro t, 



now so f iliar t Lo tx·ealers. L. st. a s cial l b ratory of 

neurophysiology under Dr. Herbe1 t Ja per was c tabli hed. Thi 

s folio ed by a 1 bora.1;ory of xp t imentC:i.l neuroche .. istry under 

Dr. K. A.C .Elliott 1 and finally~ ~laboratory of norm·l nd abnormal 

neuro atorny under Dr . ·1C. aughton tind Dr . J rzy 01 ze sl :it not to 

.. cnti.on the v .. ry cti v ternporary la oratory C. voted to th e -

clusiv~ study of o e di o se, all d mu .tipl clerosis, directed 

by Dr. Roy ank. t ·ay be s id that all of thes n es hu.v 

eo to b ' orld f nous. 

The establishment or th nner Labora.tory of Exp rim CJtal 

euroche .1stry on a pe nent b is is th first ~t p to ard the 

r li ,, ~tion of th . pl n or s<;ienti fie 

~ontre 1 ~&urologic 1 Institute • 
• 

org niz tion in the 
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Dr . Wilder Fenfield, 
Director , 
Montreal Neurological Inctitute . 

Dear Dr . Penfield: 

October 22nd, 1951 

For a· long time I have been wanting to make 
a speech of gratitude to you . This desire has now reached a 
stage where it overcomes normal reticence . However, I find 
it easier to write than to speak . 

Trying to be objective first , I want to say that 
I am tremendously pleased that you should have recognized that 
experimental neurochemistry has an essential place , and great 
possibilities , among the various basic approaches to the problems 
of neurology and , eventually, to mental disease . Through your 
considerable efforts we can look forward to an indefinitely 
long period of work lrlth all the equipment we need, and, soon , 
with very satisfactory space . I am not unmindful of the 
beneficent roles of the Rockefeller Foundation, Mr . McConnell 
and Mr . Donner , and the Dominion-Provincial g~ants, but I know 
that these aids did not come spontaneously . 

I cannot help mentioning the personal aspect of 
the recent developments and of my place in this Institute. 
Due to the peculiarities of my oriein - coming from non- scientific 
folk in South Africa and later migrating to North America -
I never had sci.entific "eod-parents" in a JOSition to place me 
in a stable situation . {Hopkins and Keilin were very good to 
me but not able to help much) Consequently, my previous positions , 
though I enjoyed them , were not the kind that allowed me to put 
down roots . 

But roots began to grow when Herb . Jasper took 
me in hand here and tauBht me so much . They grew further under 
the kindly , protective and ever- cooperative wing of Don McEachern . 
And they became continually firmer as I felt my way in this 
In titute and your encouragement in your grand attack on the 
problems to which you have influenced us all to devote ourselves . 



Dr . Penfield -2- October 22nq , l951 

A desire for status , even though one tries not to 
admit it , does affect one . So I must say that it has made a 
great deal of difference to my feelings to have been given senior 
academic rank - this seems important to a non-clinician in a 
university - and now to be made head of my sub-department . 

I have a very comfortable, happy relation with the 
Department of Biochemistry, and I am involved in its affairs 
sufficiently to feel that I am a member . I also feel strongly 
and warmly my membership of the .Faculty of IJicGill . But , of 
course , it is the H.N.I . that absorbs me . It is wonderful to 
feel at last that I am settled and may go on steadily with work , 
among so many good friends, in a special field in which you 
have helped me to take a fairly leading position . And I am most 
happy to know that I can bring up my family in this delightful 
city in what seems to me the best country in the world to live 
in . 

Please pardon this display of enthusiasm . It 
embarrasses me , and perhaps you , but it is true and had to be 
said . In brief , I just want to say thank you . 

Yours sincerely , 

KACE/AD 



JUNE 3, 1948. 

OR. WILDER PENFIELO, 
MONTREAL NEUROLOGICAL INSTITUTE. 

DEAR OR. PENFIELD, 

U~LESS SOMEBODY OFFERS ~E THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
OR A CLOSE APPROXIMATION TO IT, I WQULD LIKE TO STAY ABOAR~ · 
THE BOAT AND,.WITH YOU ALL, TAKE WHATEVER CHANCES OF FAIR 
SAILI~G OR STO~~ A~ISEe 

VO iR LETTER WAS VERY MUCH APPRECIATED. 

SINCERELY YOURS, 

K.A.C. ELLIOTT 

KACE/08 



.. 
MONTREAL NEUROLOGICAL INSTITUTE 

Director 
WILDER PENFIELD 

Chief of Neurological Service 
DONALDMcEACHERN 

C hie! of Neurosurgical Service 
Department of Neurology and Neurosurgery 

of 

3801 University Street, 
Montreal 2, Canada 

WILLIAM CONE 
Roentgenologist 

DONALD L. McRAE 
N europhysiologist 

HERBERT JASPER 
Secretary-Registrar 

McGill University 

J. PRESTON ROBB 

Dr. K.A.C. Elliott, 
M.N.I. 

Dear K.A.C. 

June lst, 1948 

Don McEachern has passed your letter of 
May 17th on to me. He feels, as I do, that we must 
under any circumstances keep you here. This goes for 
Herbert Jasper and all the other members of the staff. 

Your salary is not being paid out of the 
Rockefeller Grant. It is true that it was their grant 
that emboldened us to take the plunge. It is, however, 
the assistance that comes from the Federal Government 
which has made it possible to enlarge our laboratory 
budget. You are in the boat with us and we want you to 
stay aboard. I would be very much pleased to hear that 
you had decided to become a Canadian citizen. On the 
other hand, I can only make you a personal promise that 
w~ile I am Director we will find ways and means of not 
cutting down our scientific budget. We are at present 
in the process of trying to get permanent promise of 
support of the scientific work; there seems to be a fair 
chance of this succeeding. 

I look forward to a real career for you in 
this field, and feel also that the work is only just 
beginning. I hope that within the next twelve months 
that it may be possible for the University to make a more 
reliable undertaking with you providing we can find 
adequate foundation for scientific work for them to draw 
on. 

WGP/AD 

Yours sincerely, 

• <A' ' V. / ,_,./ t"- '.; ">7>.-C 

~ f ;- -i(f-<'!'"(.<.~J t -{ -
-&{I 

9dkC?~ 

I'M I_,_, J ,L,-h fl.t-. r- " c-. 

.t;:;/-! ~,__:! 1f, ~-~P--o.d .. ~ r .tt, -t..~.t 



1lay 17th, 1948 . 

Dr . D. ~cBachern, 
Lontreal Neurological Ins~itute . 

Dear Dr. [c2nchern: 

It io getting near tine for me t.o L1t1ke a rather difficult 
decision and I \IOuld like your and Dr . Penfield • s ad~rice. 

I an: a r.rl r,uralized fl::•:.ericc·n cltizen . ~.-ince I ent8rcd Canada 
a U. .J. law kJ):i -one into er feet llich ea us os the ci ti zunshlp of 
na tur1 ,li z, rl_ Ar'lC ricuns to lapse if' they stay n.c.ty from the U. 3. A. 
for more than 5 ye,rs . ':'hus, if I stay here I .. ill be stateless 
efuer uepter:.bet> Lt, 1949. ( ons. fid.e retiidence in the U. ~. 1. . , 
not __ £rely '1C.tVLons, L:~ necc:J..::ary to naint:.tin citizenshi;_).) 

I lBVt: t .. o r;,l t .:rnati Yc8, to , ,,;)ply for Cc; nc:u1ian ci t&,,Grtsh ip 
or to leu:e here within the next year or so . I ould .0 Ll~d to 
be a C nadL .. n :,ut I Losl tJ. tt, very nuc h ::.o eh ;~n c ·Tty citizenship 
again and I cc tair;.ly .. oulc r.ot ,.,,wt; l.o do so unless I i'elt 
re :Jon~Lly sur(, tht:1t I v.ould _.tay lle::e for good . 

I am very ~1a.ppy in rc.y ~ob hcrn . In f .c t I feel that I e:u 
only just ter.;inning to ~1·a~y the p. otlems and to '..-nm; my · ay arouhd 
so thut .per.tc.ps ;:,.,y .JlOSt ur-:eful \,orl-;. l~ere is only a~.cut to start. 
But I [jclicve tt..c ~,oclce:f'eller t;rJ.nt exlJlres some time in 1951 , 
about t· .. u :•c&~~~ a~t{oi' .:.y l'. ·. citi'SCI13hip e·\._ ires. I C:o not tl:inl\. 
it is _;,ockefeller Foundation policy to ca:r:ry projects indefinitely . 
00 I don ' t lmm. \Jha t vhe pos.si bili ties ~u·c of set \:.ling 11errr.enontly 
here and I don't<:: tnt to jeopardize 'lY cLances of i'indine; a po.Jition 
in tJ.1e U. u . 1> . "...1y lo.Jing the rit:,ht to enter t,lla t cot.wtry. 

I have no derious ideas atout 3 .JOsition in Llle U • ...; . "· or 
elsewhere and birJ. not an:ii.ious at all to seek one .oince I am enthusiastic 
about the M. N. I. But I sup _Jose I should consider looking out 
for nyself during the co.rr:ing ~;car for the sake of se.curi ty for ..,.,.,._y 
furlily and continuation of my VJOrk. 

I "ould be very gra~eful if you ·,.ould thinlc about thia and 
help \ti th advice . 

Yours Ginccrely, 

K. \ . c. ~lliott 

-· c , : . • ~ ' .0fllh 



.. 

Dr . F . Cyril Jruii.es, 
Prineipal nd Vice-C a.ncellor. 
~cGill University . 

Dear Dr. James~ 

July 2nd, 1946 

ThaiL~ you very much for your kinu let~er 
o:r June } .. 9th in Jllich you informed m..; oi' ·J te actio of tl e 
board of Governors in reappoi 1ting me us J ssistant Prof'essor 
of Uettr<.;l00 Y and Rtochemis-'\i_·y and in incr o.s:Ll t:ly ualary. 

I would like to say that I appreciate the 
kindness which HcGill has shown me . l~y pN;;i tion in tbe 
Neurological Instltu·te > surrounded by friendly and stimul tlll6 
colleague a, is very satisfactory and I hope I will p ... ·od.uce 
the ideas necessary to make i'ull use of flrst r·ate .:facilities . 
The appointment as Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Biochemistry, of which you informed me last December, is a 
considerable sutisi'action to me . I·t is t:ood to feel that 
one "belongs" in tl o department oi' ono's pt:::rticular scientific 
discipline . The increase in salary is especl~lly appreciated 
by a man with a sizeable fam.lly, and , by allowinF; me more 
conveniences, 1 t should increcwe my ef'f' l clency at .1ork. 

Y\J\.CE/ AD 

i¥1 tll best wishes , 

I remain.• 

Yours sincerely, 



PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR 

F. CYRIL JAMES 

Dear Dr. Elliott, 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL, 2 

June 29th, 
1 9 4 6. 

It is my pleasant duty to inform you that 
the Board of Governors at its last meeting reappointed 
you as Assistant Professor of Neurology and Biochemistry 
for a period of three years from September 1st next with 
an increase in salary from $5,000 to $6,000 per annum. 

This increase is, of course, in itself a 
testimony to the Board's appreciation of the work that you 
have been doing during past years but I w&nt to add an 
expression of my own personal appreciation of the contribution 
that you have made. 

Cordially yours, 

Dr. K.A~C. Elliott, 
Department of Neurology and Neurosurgery 



PRINCIPAL AND VICE CHANCflLOR 

F. CYRIL JAM ES 

Dear Dr. Elliott, 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL, 2 

December 12th, 
1 9 4 5. 

I am very glad indeed to be able to 
inform you that the Board of Governors at its meeting 
this afternoon appointed you as Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Biochemistry paralleling your present 
appointment as Assistant Professor ~f NeUrology. 

Since I know that you have deep interests 
in the work encompassed by both of these departments I 
hope that your joint tenure may prove helpful not only to 
you but to all the members of both departments. 

With renewed good wishes to you, I remain, 

Cordially yours, 

Dr. K.A.C. Elliott, 
Montreal Neurological Institute. 



PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR 

F. GYRI L JAM ES 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 2 

Dear Dr. Elliott, 

September 15th, 1944. 

I am very glad indeed to be able to 
inform you officially that the Board of Governors 
at its meeting this week appointed you to an 
Assistant Professorship in the Department of Neurol­
ogy and Neurosurgery for a period of two years 
from September 1st, 1944, at a salary of $5,000 
derivable from National Research Council grants 
and from the Hobart Anderson Spring1e Memorial Re­
search fund. 

A lot of water has flowed under 
the bridges since last I bad the pleasure of seeing 
you, but I should like to reiterate what I then 
said about my personal pleasure in the prospect that 
you w.i.ll be one of our University family here at 
McGill. I shall look forward to the pleasure of 
seeing you again very soon, and meanwhile with re­
newed good wishes, remain, 

Dr. K.~c. Elliott. 



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION 
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20 

THE MEDICAL SCIENCES CADLE ADDRESS: 

ALAN GREGG , M, D. , DIRECTOR ROCKFOUN D, NEW Y ORK 

R OflE RT S. MORI SON, M . D., ASSOCI AT E DI RECTOR 
WA Dll W . OLIVJIR , 1\f.D , , ASSOCI ATE D I RECTOR 
R . R. STRUTH ERS, 1\I.D ., ASSOCIATE D IRECTOR 

September 18, 1950 

Dear Donald: 

Thank you very much for your excellent 
report on the progress of affairs under our grant 
to your group. It is heartening to find at 
least one laboratory which is really making 
progress into the rich mine of neurological 
biochemistry. I know that it is almost impos­
sible to make Elliott feel half satisfied with 
what he does but he should by this time be pretty 
pleased with what he has been able to uncover. 
Please give my best wishes to him. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr. Donald McEachem 
Department of Neurology and 

Neurosurgery 
McGill University 
3801 University Street 
Montreal 2, Quebec 
Canada 

RSM:SIR 



OR. ROBERT S. MO~ISO~, 
THE ROCKE~ELLER FoUNDATION, 
49 WEST 49TH STREET, 
NEW YORK 20• 
U. S. A. 

OUR Boa: 

SEPTEMBER 15t 1950. 

THIS IS THE! TIM£ FOR THE ANNUAL ROUND-UP ANO FOR AN INFORIJIAL 
REPORT TO YOU ON OUR ACTIVITIES HERE IN THE EPILEPSY WORK. SH~CE OUR 
LAST REPOR1"• LLAN ELLIOTT'S QROUP HAVE KEPT UOVINQ AND HAVINQ FUN AND 
HE OAVE ~~ THIS SUM~ARY OF THEIR DOI~QS. 

" HUQM MCLENNAN FINISHED HIS STUDY ON OPTIMAL CONDITIONS FOR 
ACETYLCHOLINE SYNTHESIS 9Y CORTEX SLICES FINDING, AMONG OTHER THINQS, 
THAT THERE ARE OPTIMAL CONCENTRATIONS OF CALCIUM AND OF BICARBONAT£-C~, 
ABOUT E~UAL TO THOSE PRESENT IN SPI~AL FLUID. LICK OF CALCIUM OR OF 
BICARBONATE (PH OTHERWISE CONTROLLED) STRONG~Y DEPRESSES SYNTHESIS. 
THE BICARBONATE EF,.ECT IS OF IMPORTANCE TO PHYSIOLOQISTS WHO COUMONLY USE 
PERFUSION MEDIA CONTAINING NO BfCARQONATE OR ONLY A TRACr. JAUES WEBS 
FINISHED HIS STUDY OF THE EfrFEOTS OF NARCOTICS ( AND THE NON•EFFEOT OF 
CONVULSANTS} IN INCREASING LACTIC ACID FORMATION AND GLUCOSE CONSUMPTION 
WHILE INHIBITINQ RESPIRATION. NOW MCLENNAN HAS TAK£N UP THE DRUQS. FIRST 
HE FOUND THAT NARCOTICS AND ANTICONVULSANT& DEPRESS ACH SYNTHESIS STRONGLY 
AT LOW .. ONCENTRATIONS WHICH HAVE LITTLE EFFECT ON RESPIRATION AND QLYCOLYtlt. 
THE CONVULSANTS, PICROTOXIN• UETRAZOL, THUJONE, CAMPHOR, IN LOW CONCENTRATION 
STIMULATE SYNTHESIS. HIQHER CONCENTRATIONS INHIBIT. THEN HE FOUND THAT 
EXTIEUELY LOW CONCENTRATIONS OF THE NARCOTICS WILL ACCELLERATE SYNT~E~rs. 
THUS BOTH NARCOTICS AND CONVULSANT$ STIMULATE AT LOW CONCENTRATIONS AND 
INHIBIT AT HIGHER CONCENTRATIONS. BUT THE INHIBITORY CONCENTRATIONS OF THE 
NARCOTICS CORRELATE WITH THE CONCENTRATION LIKELY TO EXIST IN VIVO DURINQ 
NARCOSIS AND THE STIMULATORY CONCENTRATIONS OF THE WITER SOLUBLE CONVULSANTS 
CORRELATE WITH THE CONVULSIVE DOSES. HUQH AND I THEREFORE WATCHED WITH 
PLEASURE AND READ ABOUT CONVULSIVE ACTIVITY IN ANIMALS AFTER ADMINISTRATION 
OF NARCOTICS BEFORE AND AFTER THE NARCOSIS. MOST STRIKINQ IS THE 06SERVA• 
TION THAT VERY LOW CONCENTRATIONS OF CONVULSANT PLUS NARCOTIC OR ANTI• CON• 
VULSANT, EACH OF WHICH ALONE WOULD CAUSE STIMULATION OF SYNTHESIS, TOQEWHER 
CAUSE MARKED DEPRESSION-FAR GREATER THAN THAT QIVEN BY MUCH LARGER CONCEN­
TRATIONS OF EITHER ALONE. THIS CLEARLY BEARS ON THE MECHANISM OF ACTION OF 
ANTI-CONVULSANT DRUQS. MCLENNAN ALSO -EEUS TO HAVE DISCOVERED WHV POTASSIUM 
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LETTER TO OR. MORRISONp CO.TINUED. 

STIMULATES SYNTHESIS BV SLICES AND PURIFIED ENZYME SYSTEMS BUT NOT BY 
BRAIN SUSPENSIONS. 

" 00N TOWER HAS OBTAINED A COMPENDIUM OF INFORMATION. HIQH 
LIGHTS ARE AS FOLLOWS. A MATHEMATICAL RELATION FOR THE RATE OF FALL OF 
ACH CONTENT IN EXCISED TISSUE OF ANV ANIMAL, WHICH ALLOWS CALCULATION OF 
COMPARABLE ACH CONTENT VALUES IN SPITE OF UNAVOIDABLE VARIATIONS IN TIME 
AFTER D~ATH OR EXCISION. A REGULAR RELATION OF ALL FACTORS OF THE ACH 
SYSTEM (ACH CONTENT, ACH SYNTHESIS- FREE AND BOUND, WITH AND WITHOUT 
POTASSIUM STIMULUS, AND CHOLINESTERASE ACTIVITY) PER UNIT WEIGHT, TO THE 
BRAIN WEIGHT OF 9 MAMMALS FROM MOUSE THROUGH MAN TO CATTLE. THOUGH THE 
ACTIVITY PER UNIT ' WEIGHT DECREASES WITH SIZE, CALCULATION INDICATES THAT 
THE TOTAL CONTENT AND TOTAL ACTIVITY IS ROUGHLY PROPORTIONAL TO THE BRAIN 
SURFACE. IN FOCAL EPILEPTIC TISSUE MOST OF THE ~UANTITIES MEASURED ARE 
IN THE RANGE NORMAL FOR MAN BUT, MOST SIGNIFICANTLY, THE EPILEPTIC TISSUE 
SEEIJS TO LACK CAPAC I TV TO HOLD ACH IN THE BOUND FORM. SYNTHESIS OF FREE 
ACH IS FULLY ACTIVE BUT THE BOUND ACH DOES NOT RISE ON INCUBATION AS IT 
DOES IN NORMAL TISSUE. TOWER HAS ALSO INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS ON THE 
EFFECT OF NARCOTICS, GIVEN IN VIVO, IN INCREASING THIS BINDING CAPACITY, 
AND PARTIAL OXYGEN LACK IN DECREASING THIS CAPACITY. 

11 WITH MY ASSISTANT MRS. HENDERSONt I HAVE BEEN STUDVINa FACTORS 
AFFECTING THE BOUND ACH IN BRAIN. LAST YEAR WE UENTIONEO THAT FREEZING IN 
LiqUID AIR LOWERS THE ACH CONTENT. THIS IS FOUND TO BE DUE TO LIBERATION 
OF FREE ACH BY THE 11 SHOCK" OF FREEZING FOLLOWED BY DESTRUCTION BV CHOLIN­
ESTERASE. THE LOSS DOES NOT OCCUR IN THE ESERINIZED ANIMAL AND THE LIBERA­
TION 0~ ACH ON POURING A BRAIN SUSPENSION INTO LI~UID AIR WAS SHOWN. THE 
TOTAL ACH CONTENT OF RAT BRAIN INCREASES WITH AGE UNTIL THE ANIMAL REACHES 
ABOUT 100 G. IT IS INCREASED BY ESERINIZATION. THE BOUND ACH IN GREY MATTER 
RISES ON INCUBATION AEROBICALLY WITH GLUCOSE TO VALUES FAR MIGHER THAN EVER 
ENCOUNTERED IN FRESH BRAIN. THIS SEEMS TO INDICATE 8 RESERVOIR OF "BINDING" 
SUBSTANCE"• THE INCREASE IS INDEPENDENT OF THE PRESENCE OF ESERINE IN A 
NORUAL MEDIUM BUT, IN THE PRESENCE OF HIGH POTASSIUM, ESERINE MUST BE PRESENT. 
BESIDES FREEZING, OTHER FACTORS WHICH CAUSE LIBERATION OF FREE ACH IN SUS­
PENSIONS HAVE BEEN FOUND TO BE MECHANICAL AND OSMOTIC DISRUPTION OF THE 
TISSUE MATERIALS AND LOWERED PH. LIBERATION OCCURS STEADILY SPONTANEOUSLY 
AT 38 BUT SCARCELY AT 0 C. THIS WORK IS NOT VET COMPLETE AND EXPERIMENTS, 
NOW IN HAND, ON THE REVERSIBILITY OF THE LIBERATION ARE NEEDED TO MAKE A 
UNIFIED HYPOTHESIS. UNFORTUNATELY WORK ON THE LIBERATION HAS BEEN DISRUPTED 
BY THE OALL TO U.S. ARMS OF A STUOENTt RAY BECK. 

" IN COLLABORATION WITH J:H:qUAST~L AND I.H. PAGE, I AU EDITING A 
BIQ BOOK ON NEUROCHEUISTRY (CHARLES C. THOMAS TO PUBLISH). MANY OF THE 
MANUSCRIPTS, INCLUDING TWO OF MY OWN, ARE ALREADY IN HAND AND THE EXPECTATION 
IS THAT THE BOOK WILL BE USEFUL." 

ALLAN ELLIOTT'S BOOK IS A BIG UNDERTAKING AND THERE IS A REAL NEED 
FOR IT. HIS INFLUENCE HERE AMONQ THE STUDENTS AND GRADUATE STUDENTS HAS BEEN 
QREAT AND MANY HAVE BEEN AWAKENED TO AN INTEREST IN NEUROCHEUISTRV, AND A 
DESIRE TO PURSUE IT. I GAVE A TALK LAST AUTUMN AT THE INTERNATION~L NEURO­
LOGICAL CONQRESS IN PARIS ON THE WORK OF OUR LABORATORY UNDER THE TITLE • 
"STUDIES OF THE BIOCHEMICAL MECHANISM OF EPILEPSY"• 
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LETTER TO OR. MORISON, CONTINUED. 

I 00 NOT KNOW WHETHER l HAD PREVIOUSLY SENT YOU REPRINTS OF THE 

SEVERAL OF THE WORKS COMING OUT OF THE LABORATORY• BUT IF NOT, I SEND THEM 

TO YOU NOW FOR YOUR RECORD. WITH BEST WISHES, AS EVER, 



SINCE OUR LAST REPORT ALLAN ELLIOTT's GROUP HAVE KEPT MOVING AND 

HAVING FUN AND HE GAVE ME THIS SUMMARY OF THEIR DOINGS. 
' 

ll 
HUGH MclENNAN FINISHED HIS STUDY ON OPTIMAL CONDITIONS FOR ACETYLCHOLINE 

SYNTHESIS BY CORTEX SLICES FINDING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THERE ARE 

OPTI~AL CONCENTRATIONS OF CALCIUM AND OF BICARBONATE-C02, ABOUT EQUAL 

TO THOSE PRESENT IN SPINAL FLUID. LACK OF CALCIUM OR OF BICARBONATE 

(PH OTHERWISE CONTROLLED) STRONGLY DEPRESSES SYNTHESIS. THE BICARBONATE 

EFFECT IS OF IMPORTANCE TO PHYSIOLOGISTS WHO COMMONLY USE PERFUSION 

MEDIA CONT AINING NO BICARBONATE OR ONLY A TRACE. JAMES WEBS FINISHED HIS 

STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF NARCOTICS (AND THE NON-EFFECT OF CONVULSANTS) IN 

INCREA S ING LACTIC ACID FORMATION AND GLUCOSE CONSUMPTiON WHILE INHIBITING 

RESPIRATION. Now MclENNAN HAS TAKEN UP THE DRUGS. FIRST HE FOUND THAT 

NARCOTI~S AND ANTICONVULSANTS DEPRESS ACH SYNTHESIS STRONGLY AT LOW CONCENTRATIOS 

WHICH HAVE LITTLE EFFECT ON RESPIRATION AND GLYCOLYSIS. THE CONVULSANTS, 

PICROTOXIN, METRAZOL, THUJONE, CAMPHOR, IN LOW CONCENTRATION STifAULATE 

SYNTHESIS. HIGHER CONCENTRATIONS INHIBIT. THEN HE FOUND THAT EXTREMELY 

LOW CONCENTRATIONS OF THE NARCOTICS WILL ACCELLERATE SYNTHESIS. THUS BOTH 

NARCOTICS AND CONVULSANTS STIMULATE AT LOW CONCENTRATIONS AND INHIBIT 

AT HIGHER CONCENTRATIONS. BUT THE INHIBITORY CONCENTRATIONS OF THE NA RCOTICS 

CORRELATE WITH THE CONCENTRATION LIKELY TO EXIST IN VIVO DURING NARCOSIS 

AND THE STIMULATORY CONCENTRAT IONS OF THE WATER SOLUBLE CONVULSANTS CORRELATE 

WITH THE CONVULSIVE DOSES. HUGH AND I THEREFORE WATCHED WITH PLEASURE AND 

READ ABOUT CONVULSIVE .ACTIVITY IN ANIMALS AFTER ADMINISTRATION OF NARCOTICS 

BEFORE AND AFTER THE NARCOSIS. MOST STRIKING IS THE OBSERVATION THAT VERY 

LOW CONCENTRATIONS OF CONVULSANT PLUS NARCOTIC OR ANTIC ONVULSANT, EACH OF 

WHICH ALONE WOULD CAUSE STI"ULATION OF SYNTHESIS, TOGETHER CAUSE MARKED 

DEPRESSION-FAR GREATER THAN THAT GIVEN BY MUCH LARGER CONCENTRATIONS OF EITHER 

ALONE. THIS CLEARLY BEARS ON THE MECHANISM OF ACTION OF ANTICONVULSANT DRUGS. 

MclENNAN ALSO SEEMS TO HAVE DISCOVERED WHY POTASSIUM STIMULATES SYNTHESIS 



2. 

By SLICES AND PURIFIED ENZYME SYSTEMS BUT NOT BY BRAIN SUSPENSIONS. 

DoN TOWER HAS OBTAINED A COMPENDIUM OF INFORMATION. HIGH LIGHTS ARE 

AS FOLLOWS. A MATHEMATICAL RELATION FOR THE RATE OF FALL OF ACH CONTENT IN 

EXCISED TISSUE OF ANY ANIMA~WHICH ALLOWS CALCULATION OF COMPARABLE ACH 

CONTENT VALUES IN SPITE OF UNAVOIDABLE VARIATIONS IN TI~E AFTER DEATH OR EXCISIO~ 

A REGULAR RELATION OF ALL FACTORS OF THE ACH SYSTEM(ACH CONTENT, ACH SYNTHESIS -

FREE AND BOUND, WITH AND WITHOUT POTASSIUM STIMULUS, AND CHOLINESTERASE 

M, M MAl.S 
ACTIVITY) PER UNIT WEIGHT, TO THE BRAIN WEIGHT OF 9 ~FROM MOUSE THROUGH 

Ca..ti~ 
MAN TO ~E£F. THOUGH THE ACTIVITY PER UNIT WEIGHT DECREASES WITH SIZE, 

CALCULATION INDICATES THAT THE TOTAL CONTENT AND TOTAL ACTIVITY IS ROUGHLY 

PROPORTIONAL TO THE BRAIN SURFACE. IN FOCAL EPILEPTIC TISSUE MOST OF THE 

~UANTITIES MEASURED ARE IN THE RANGE NORMAL FOR MAN BUT, MOST SIGNIFICANTLY, 

THE EPILEPTIC TISSUE SEEMS TO LACK CAPACITY TO HOLD ACH IN THE BOUND FORM. 

SYNTHESIS OF FREE ACH IS FULLY ACTIVE BUT THE BOUND ACH DOES NOT RISE ON 

INCUBATION AS JT DOES IN NORMAL TISSUE. TOWER HAS ALSO INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE EFFECT OF NARCOTICS, GIVEN IN VIVO, IN INCREASING THIS BINDING CAPACITY, 

AND PARTIAL OXYGEN LACK IN DECREASING THIS CAPACITY. 

(I 
WITH MY ASSISTANT MRS. HENDERSON, I HAVE BEEN STUDYING FACTORS AFFECTING 

THE BOUND ACH IN BRAIN. lAST YEAR WE MENTIONED THAT FREEZING IN LI~UIO 

AIR LOWERS THE A~H CONTENT. THIS IS FOUND TO BE DUE TO LIBERATION OF FREE 

ACH BY THE 11 SHOCK 11 OF FREEZING FOLLOWED BY DESTRUCTION BY CHOLINESTERASE. 

THE LOSS DOES NOT OCCUR IN THE ESERINIZED ANt~AL AND THE LIBERATION OF 

ACH ON POUR(N~ A BRAIN SUSPENSION INTO LIQUID AIR WAS SHOWN. THE TOTAL 

ACH CONTENT OF RAT BRAIN lNCREASES WITH AGE UNTIL THE ANIMAL REACHES ABOUT 

100 G. IT IS INCREASED BY ESERINIZATION. THE BOUND ACH IN GREY MATTER RISES 

ON INCUBATION AEROBICALLY WITH GLUCOSE TO VALUES FAR HIGHER THAN EVER 

ENCOUNTERED IN FRESH BRAIN. THIS SEEMS TO INDICATE A RESERVOIR OF 11 BINDING 

SUBSTANCE". THE INCREASE IS li'DEPENOENT OF THE PRESENCE OF ESERINE IN A 

NORMAL MEDIUM BUT, IN THE PRESENCE OF HIGH POTASSIUM, ESERINE MUST SE PRESENT. 

BESIDES FREEZING, OTHER FACTORS WHICH CAUSE LIBERATION OF FREE ACH IN SUS-



3. 

PENSIONS HAVE BEEN FOUND TO BE MECH ANICAL AND OSMOTIC DISRUPTION OF THE 

TISSUE MATERIALS AND LOWERED PH. liBERATION OCCURS STEADILY SPONTANEOUSLY 

AT 38° BUT SCARCELY AT 0°C. THIS WORK IS NOT VET COMPLETE AND EXPERIMENTS, 

NOW IN HAND, ON THE REVERSIBILITY OF THE LIBERATION ARE NEEDED TO MAKE A 

UNIFIED HYPOTHESIS. UNFORTUNATELY WORK ON THE LIBERATION HAS BEEN DISRUPTED 

BY THE CALL TO U.S. ARMS OF A STUDENT, RAY BECK. 

a 
IN COLLABORATION WITH J.H. QUASTEL AND I.H. PAGE, I AM EDITING A BIG 

BOOK ON NEUROCHEMISTRY (CHARLES C. THOMAS TO PUBLISH), MANY OF THE MANUSCRIPTS, 

INCLUDING TWO OF MY OWN, ARE ALREADY IN HAND AND THE EX~CTATd ON IS THAT THE 
)) 

BOOK WILL BE USEFUL. 



THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION . 
49 WEST 49th STREET, NEW YORK 20 

THE MEDICAL SCIENCES CABLE ADDRESS: 

ALAN GRRGG, M. D . , DIRECTOR 
ROBERT S . MORISON, M.D., ASSOCIATE DIRECT OR 
WADE W. OLIVER1 M . D., ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR 

ROCKFOUND 1 NEW YORK 

R . R. STRUTHERS, M . D., ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

September 7, 1949 

Dear Donald: 

Thank you very much for your report on the 
progress of the epilepsy work. This is just the sort 
of brief, meat packed letter we like to have. It 
must be a great satisfaction to you all that so much 
has been turned up in so short a time. 

Does your remark tha;t "'Webb is nearing the 
end of his study of drugs on brain tissue metabolism" 
mean that further work along this line is to be dis­
continued or that somebody else in your group is 
likely to take it up? It strikes me that there may be 
some more pay dirt in this particular vein. 

With best personal wishes, 

Dr. Donald McEachern 
Montreal Neurological Institute 
3801 University Street 
Montreal 2, Quebec 
Canada 

RSI1:SIR 

s 



OR. ROBERT S. MORISON, 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, 
THE ROCKEFEt..LER FOUNDATION, 
49 WEST 49TH STR!ET, 
NEW YORK 20, N.Y. 

DEAR Boe, 

1\UCUST 22, 1949. 

THIS IS THE BRIEF, INFORMAL REPORT THAT I USUALLY SEND YOU AT 
THIS TIME ABOUT PROQRESS WITH THE EPILEPSY WORK. t HAVE A FEEt..INQ THAT 
WE HAVE QOT OUR TEETH INTO IT BETTER THIS YEAR THAN EVER BEFORE. 

ALLAH ELLIOTT AND ONE OF HIS STUDENTS, HUQH MclENNAN, HAVE 
SPENT MOST OF THEIR TIME ON THE ACETYLCHOLINE PROBLEM. AMON~ OTHER 
THINQS, ELLIOTT HAS DEVELOPED THE LEECH MUSCLE METHOD SO THAT HE CAN 
DETERMINE THE TOTAL ACETYLCHOLINE CONTENT OF SMALL SAMPLES OF TISSUE TO 
WITHIN LESS THAN 5 PER CENT. MORE IMPORTANT FOR RAPID RESEARCH, THE 
METHOD CAN BE RUN WITH EQUAL OR BETTER ACCURACY BY HIS TECHNICIAN. HE 
HAS FOIJND THAT NORMAL RATS OF STANDARD SIZE AND STRAIN HAVE FAIRLY 
UNIFORM BRAIN ACETYLCHOLINE CONTENT AND MAY BE US£0 AS CONTROLS ~OR 
TREATED RATS. 

ROV SWANK AND ELL I OTT HAVE FOUND THAT SEVERAL SAMPLES OF BRAIN, 
HAVING FAIRLY UNIFORM ACETYLCHOLINE CONTENT, CAN BE TAKEN FROM INDIVIDUAL 
GURARIZED CATS. IN BOTH RATS ANO CATS ANAESTHETICS (BARBITURATES, ETHER, 
CHLORALOSE) CAUSE A VE:RV MARKED INCREASE IN TOTAL ACETYLCHOLINE CONTENT 
AND THERE ARC INDICATIONS THAT CONVULSANT$ AND EXCITATION CAUSE THE 
OPPOSITE EFFECT. THEY ALSO HAVE SOME TECHNI~UES WORKED OUT AND PRE• 
LIMINARY OBSERVATIONS ON THE LIBERATION OF ACETYLCHOLINE OURINQ SEIZURES. 
ELLIOTT HAS SO' !E OBSERVATIONS ON THE STABILITY CF ACETYLCHOLINE IN BRAIN, 
THE MOST CURIOUS BEINQ THAT FREEZING WITH t..I~UIO AIR IN SITU OR AFTER 
EXCISION CAUSES A 50 TO 75 PEA CENT DISAPPEARANCE OF ACETYLCHOLINE. 
THERE ARE HIQH HOPES THAT IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO DEVELOP A METHOD TO 
MEASURE LIBCRATION OF FREC ACETYLCHOLINE FR G' A VERY SIUPLY OBTAINED 
PREPARATION CONTAININC BOUND ACETYLCHOLINE. 

MCLE8NAN HAS AMPLV CO~FIR~ED THE MAJOR FINDIN~S OF QUASTEL ON 
THE SYNTHESIS OF ACETYLCHOLINE SY BRAIN SLICES, AND THE EFFECTS OF 
POTASSIUM. ltE DIFFERS, HOWEVER, f'ROlJ QUASTEL ET Al. ON A COUPLE OF VERV 
SICNIF'ICANT POINTS, THE CHIEF BEl l G THAT T~ERE SECUS TO BE NO LIMIT TO 
THE AMOUNT OF FREE ACETYLCHOLINE THAT CAN BE SYNTHESIZED, WHEREAS 
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LETTER TO OR. MORISON, CONTI~. 

QUASTEL ET AL BELIEVED TH AT IT REACHED AN E~UILIIRIUM CONCENTRATION. 
MCLENNAN 1 S STUDIES, AND VARIOUS OTHER CO"'SIDERATIONS• S~EY TO I ~JOI CAT£ 
THAT THERE IS NO RESYNTHESIS OF BOUND FROM FREE ACETYLCHOLINE, AND ALSO 
Tti.\T THE WHOLE ACETYLCHOLINE MECHANISM, I"'CLUOI NQ PARTICUI.ARLY THE 
SYNTHETIC SYSTEM, IS ON TH E SURFACE OF THE NEURONE. 

HAVING NOW OBTAINED FAMILIARITY WITH THE FIELD AND A FAIR 
AMOUNT OF TECH NICAL KNOW-HOW, ELLIOTT HAS WO RKED OUT A COMPPEHENSIVE 
PROGRAM FOR THE STUDY OF ACETYLCHOLINE CONTENT, ACETYLCHOLINE SYNTHETIC 
ABILITY, AND CHOLI~ESTERASE IN HUMAN BRAIN SAMPLES, BOTH EPILEPTIC AND 
NORMAL. THIS PROGRAM WILL BE CARRIED OUT BY 00NALD TOWER, WHO HAS KEPT 
HIS INTEREST IN THC FIELD SI NCE HIS FRUITFUL WORK WITt-i ME TWO YEARS AGO 
AND WrlO NOW IS PECULIARLY FIT1.EO FOR THE JOB FOLLOWI NG A YEAR 1 S SURGICAL 
EXPERIENCE WITH OR. PENFIELDo 

ANOTHER OF ELL I OTT'S STU DENTS, JAMES ·~iEBB, IS NEARING TH E END 
OF HIS STUDY OF DRUGS ON BRAIN TISSUE METABOLISM. AS wAS SHOWN BY 
QUASTEL, NARCOTICS DEPRESS OXYGEN UPTAKE. VEBB SHOWS THAT CONCOMITANT 
WITH THIS DEPRE r,SION, AND PERHAPS E~UALLY IMPORTANT, THERE IS AN INCREASE 
IN ACID FORAATION (GLYCOLYSIS). As THE DRUG CONCENTRATION INCREASES, THE 
GLYCOLYSIS INCREASES TO A MAXIMUM AND THEN FALLS O~F AGAIN. THE CON­
CENTRATION AT WHICH THESE EFFECTS OCCUR VARIES GREATLY FRO~ DRUG TO ORUQo 
NONE OF THE CONVULSANT DRUGS STUDIED HAS ANY VERY MARKED EFFECT UPON 
OXYGEN CONSUMPTION OR GLYCOLYSIS. # EBB HAS GATHERED A LOT OF OTHER 
USEFUL BUT NOT VE RY DRAMATIC INFORMATION. 

OR. SEAN MURPHY HAS WORKED WITH ME ON THE ACETYLCHOLINE PROBLEM, 
CARRYING LEADS FROM PREVIOUS WORK TO BRAIN TISSUE. R TS HAVE .BEEN FED 
~GENIZED•FLOUR FOR . A_PERIOD OF TWO WEEKS. ALTHOUGH RATS ARE KNOWN NOT 
TO CONVULSE WITH THIS TREATM~NT• IT WAS HOPED THAT SOME CHANGE IN BRAIN 
METABOLISM COULD BE FOUND. No SEHAV I DURAL CHANGES WERE NOTED, AND THE 
ENERGY METABOLISM OF THE RAT BRAIN WAS UNAFFECTED. LAST YEAR ONE OF UY 
STUDENTS, DENIS GIBLIN, SHOWED THAT AG~NIZEO RATS HAVE NO INCREASE IN 
SENSITIVITY TO THE CON~ULSANT EFFF.CTS OF UETRAZOL. THF- AG~NE DIF.T IS 
UNJER STUDY IN DOGS WITH A VIEW T~ ATTeMPTING TO DEMONSTRATE ACETYLCHOLINE 
AND CHOLINESTERAS£ CHANGES. 

A DETAILED STUDY OF BRAIN CHOLI ~ESTERASE DURING ANAESTHESIA AND 
DURINQ CO NVULSIVE ACTIVITY, BOTH OF SHORT AND LONG TERM DURATION, HAS 
BCEN UNDERTAKEN. THE RESULTS SHOW REMARKABLY LITTLE ALTERATION IN 
CHOLINESTERASE ACTIVITY £VEN IN ANIMALS CONVULSING AT REGULAR INTERVALS 
FOR OVEP A WEEK. THE EFFECT OF ACETYLCHOLINE, FRO' MINUTE TO HIGH 
CONCENTRATIONS, ON TH E ELECTROCORTICOQRAU HAS BEEN INVESTIGATED AND 
CORRELATED WITH CORTICAL VASCULAR CHANGES RESULTIHG FROM SUCH STI MULATION. 



LETTER TO OR. MORISON, CONTINUED• 

THERE IS AN t~TERESTING AND IMPORTANT OUTQROWTH OF OUR CROWING 
FAMILIARITY A~D OONFIOENCE WITH ACETYLCHOLINE ASSAYS. IT I THE 
REALIZATION THAT THESE METHOOS CAN A~O SHOULD NOW BE APPLIED TO CLINICAL 
INVESTIGATION IN THE WARDS. NEITHER THE LEECH TECHNI~UE AS USED BY 
ELLIOTT, NOR THE CLA~ HEART USED IN OUR WORK, IS OUT OF THE WAY I N TERMS 
OF TIME OR TECHNICAL OJFF'ICULTV. AT A RECENT CLINICAL MEETING AT THE 
ROYAL VICTORIA HOSPITAL WE GAVE t. OE:UONSTRATION OF' THIS WHICH AROUSED 
CONSIDERABLE INTEREST. 

WITH BEST WISHES TO YOU, Boa, 

SINCERELY YOURS, 

DMoE/08 



UNIVERSITY NSYLVANIA 

THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

William Pepper, M. D., D ean September 20th, 1944 

Dr. K.A.C. Elliott, 
The Institute of Penna . Hosuital , 
111 N. 49th Street , 
Phila. , Pa . 

Dear Dr . Elliott: 

I ~ead your letter yesterday at 
the meeting of the Executive Committee, and 
I was instructad to tell you that your 
resignation as an Assistant Professor of 
Biochemistry in Psychiatry was accepted with 
regret . 

Let me personally wish you the 
best of success and happiness in your new 
position at :':cGill University . 'ltle shall all 
miss you. 

WP : l 

Dean 



Dean lliam. Pepper 
Jledica.l School 
Uni verai t7 ot Pennql vania 
Philadelphia, Petma. 

Dear Dr. Pepper: 

September 13, 1944 

I have recently aecepted a position at the ontreal Neurological 
Inatituttt, UcQill Uni verai t7, and 'tdll therefore be leaving JI\Y present 
position in charge ot the c.~emical research laboratory at the Institute of 
the Pennsylvania Hospital. I presume I should Sl.so resign my appoint.ment 
as Assistant Professor of Bioehemiatr,y in Paychiatr,y in the School of 
edicine. 

I therefore oft r ~ resignation ot ~ Assistant Professorship 
herewith, but would like to say that I have mt.teh appreci ted the formal 
connection with th• University- which it gave m.e . I have had most pleasant 
relations with all the departm nts of the· edical School and m.uch h lp and 
sti! ulus from them4 

lam 

Yours sincerely, 

K. A. C. Elllott 

KACE/mr 



Captain Iterbert Jasper 
•ontreal Neurological. Institute 
3801 University Street 
Uontreal, Canada 

Dear Dr. Jasper: 

August 11, 1944 

'fhank you for your lattor::J of .\u:~ust 4, received in Athens. 

I am r:ow nack in Philadelphia wher~ l have received Dr. Per.field' D J.etter 
and have t.alked to Dr. Rond, actiDR a.dlr.inistrator hare. lir. ?enfield aug­

gested that. 1 should reply to you since he Will be· nway. 

You. may tnko :l.t ;-~os dofln.tte that I will accept the opportunity 
to work at the !Jont.real 1 euroloeical Institute and that I will cet there n~/ 
or be.fore the end or .::!e!)tambcr. ! sey this 1: ..• edi.ately so th.:.t.t you will not 

thin!{ I &1 ma...'d.r.g cor.dition~ or bar(,aining if I a::sk reasS\tL·ance on a t.ew 

points. 

ity . osition is thn.t, on paper, I ~m not m.ald .. ng any advance in 

professi<Jnai status tit' anlary by a.otling to Uont:;--au-1.. :fy chief ;:oa.s :ns .... ar 

CoJning are (1) the opportunity to do so=1etbing eonnnct.cd wlth the war, (2) 

the opportwl.i.ty to work S!tl.Olli{ people with co.:"'lt~on aPrl cornplementnry scinnt~.f~.~ 

interests in nervous a .d m..ontal disease, particuJ.al'ly nith yourself an 
physiologiet ·7itb U;e nawur t.3chnios at your oo.·uaand, (:3) the opportunity- to 

work in a first class experiraentu inst~.tute which hao .a wonderflil reputation. 

I mieht add that my wife and I think ontreal will be a welcome change from 

Philadelphia. 

Hut in eo.Lng to ontreal, l have to give up very good 

situation. I a.::.1 in a pleasant ingtitute here r·d enjoy eKeellont relations 

with all departments o1' the u. of Pennayl\rania Medical Sohool. I built my own 

nice lebot1ator".f and am oorJplately in charge of it with a per£octly free hand. 

I ettga.ge my own assistants, who have be n aood Ph •. ,s, and I spend my own 
budget. And now I have !'air security of tenure. I have th~ tit.J.e of Aaei atant 

Professor at the Ulli versi ty. 

According to Dr. Panfieldt ~ letter, I would carry on nork 

"in the cbecistry laboratory or Lieut. Col. II~Eachern, initiaJ.l.3 at all eyents." 



tlAt ~r.-~1";<--~ -~:..(. 

~7: ;L"' c./:t, 
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So.;.ehow, I would like to feel that 1 am in my own lab and free to move m:1 

stuf'f into it and to arrange it and to direct it as I feel. beat, - with 
proper regard, of course, to the need tor cooperation with yourself and the 
rest of the institute. Ot course, I would be ready to move to other adequate 
quarters if Dr. J.IcEachern wants t.he labs returned to him. But will there be 

severe limitations on row possessive feelings ru1d desires to arrange? 

Am I right in understanding that I will have at least one assis­
tant and, when needed, part or all of the time of another'? Will the assistant 
be wortting tull time with me as L1uch as I need her, or will I have continually 
to plsn work so that she can e available to carry on other duties which occupy 
much of her time not under rrr:r direction? (It wpuld please my vanity if I could 
get 103'Self sor:;.e high sounding title, such as "Director of (the) Chemical Research 
La.boratory(ies). 11 Presurnab]Jr this eould not be considered until Dr. McEachern' s 
plans are settled and I have shown vmether I can prcd·.tce anything.) 

Dr. Pentield' s letter naturally did not oention the matter but 
I think I had pr~tty good assurance from what Dr. James said that,though new 
ariangem.enta would have to be .:nade, I neea not feel that we wi.ll be under the 
necessity of looking for a joo elsewhere after two years. Is that the wa;y it 
appeared to you? It does not help one• s peace of wnd for good work, nor does 
it improve one's repu~ation to keep on lookinJ for new jobs. On the other hand, 
if my present Institute wants me back to build up a re$earch department here, 
and this is quite possible, I will feel free to return here. 

The immediate war problem, and <¥.!-Y other such problems whtch 
arise, will of course, be given full pdority on my time. A!ter the urgency 
ends, l think our conversations indicated clearl;y tha.t I 1"1ill be free to work on 
-batever I think ia best. I would not think a problem 11be$t" if it did not fit 
in with my abilities, or tho Institute's interests, or tRke advantage of your 
collaboration. 

Sorry to be so prolix but a little reassurance Will In·!tke ml3 

feel happier about r:r:1 decision. I will write you aeain soon '\bout apparatus and 
other matters. Mea.."lldlile I arA enclosing (a) a chart of physiological saline 
solutions, (b) notes on Dr . Ke~y•s method tor determining cerebral blood !low, 
and (c) an account of my expenses in visiting Yonl..real. 

I am looking forward to seeing you again soon. 

Yours sincerely, 

K. A. C. Elllott 
KACE/mr 
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Director 
WILDER PENFIELD 

Chief of N eztrological Service 
COLIN RUSSEL 

Chief of Ntztrost<rgical Service 
WILLIAM CONE 

Roentgenologist 
ARTHUR E. CHILDE 

N ettrophysiologist 
HERBERT JASPER 

Secretary-Registrar 

MONTREAL NEUROLOGICAL INSTITUTE 

Department of Neurology and Neurosurgery 
of 

3801 University Street, 
Montreal, Canada · 

J. NORMAN PETERSEN McGill University A t ugus 3rd, I944 

Dr. K.A.C. Elliott, 
Institute of the Pennsylvania Hospital, 
Philadelphia, Penn., 
U. S. A. 

Dear Dr. Elliott, 

We were very pleased to have you visit us. I was 
sorry that I was so pushed the day you were here and could not have 
lunch with you. 

After discussion of the situation with the Principal, 
Dr. James, I am writing to you to say that we would like very much 
to have you join us ~t the Neurological Institute in the Department 
of Neurology and Neurosurgery. The position would carry with it the ~ 
academic rank of Assistant Professor and a salary of $5,000. a year.~ 
The work would be carried on in the Institute in the chemistry ~~. 
laboratory of Lieut. Col. McEachern, initially at all events. If~~r. 

McEachern returns from active service and further space is needed we 
will be able to make other accomodation for you .M. ~ ">lA !h .9. 

I think you understand the type of problem that we 
are anxious to have you undertake under the general direction of 
Dr. Jasper. Actually, one half of your salary will be paid, at least 
for the first year, by a grant from the Associate Committee of Army 
Medical Research of the National Research Council of Canada. This is 
a definite war project, the grant being made to Dr. Jasper, and I 
believe the work should be given the priority which all army research 
calls for. 

We realize that you will want to talk this matter 
over with Mrs. Elliott. Dr. Jasper has suggested that the immediate 
expense of the actual move might be ~~little embarrassing, and we 
would be glad to send $200. from thisAfund towards the expenses of 
the move, if you should decide to come up here. Dr. James is leaving 
tonight, and I am leaving in two or three days. Perhaps the best 
scheme would be for you to write directly to Dr. Jasper when you have 
made your decision. We would like to have you come on as soon as it 
can be arranged; certainly some time in September. 

Yours very truly, 

WP,!DB 



Direcror 
WILDER PENFIELD 

Chief of Neurological Service 
COLIN RUSSEL 

Chief of Neurosurgical Seroice 
WILLIAM CONE 

Romtgenologist 
ARTHUR E. CHILDE 

N ettrophysiologist 
HERBERT JASPER 

Secretary-Registrar 
J. NORMAN PETERSEN 

MONTREAL NEUROLOGICAL INSTITUTE 

Department of Neurology and Neurosurgery 
of 

McGill University 

3801 University Street, 
Montreal, Canada 

August 4, 1944. 

Dr. K.A.C. Elliott, 
c/o Mr. F.S. Howland, 
Athens, N .Y. 

My dear Dr. Elliott: 

I was glad to receive your good letter of July 
31st and to find that you had enjoyed your visit in Montreal perhaps 
almost as much as I did. I am looking forward with great pleasure to 
the prospect of working with you on some of these interesting and 
knotty problems of brain metabolism. I am convinced that your profotmd 
knowledge of the details of cerebral metabolism combined with our 
experience in neurophysiology should bear good fruit in the years to 
come. 

Dr. Penfield has written you the letter of formal 
offer and has addressed it to the Institute of the Pennsylvania Hospital, 
Philadelphia. He sent me a cop,y of the letter and I note that he has 
definitely mentioned your connection with the ~-Medical research so 
that you should be able to use this in your arrangement with the 
emmigration authorities. However, in case a little more definite connection 
with the army should be of advantage, I am enclosing another letter, on 
army stationery, which you might use as well if it becomes necessary. 

I have just received another letter from 
Professor Carl Schmidt telling me of some recent results obtained by his 
colleague Dr. Kety on cerebral blood flow in human subjects. Kety•s 
method of determining blood flow in humans, I think, might be of definite 
value for some of our work here. It is dependent upon nitrous-oxide 
breathing and AV differences with ~od flow calculated according to the 
Fick formula. I wonder if it would ;Possible for you to look in to the 
details of his method when you return to Philadelphia in case we might 
want to use it in some of our work here. 

Your enthusiasm for JOl.nmg us in our attempts 
to find something of practical value to our troops in the fighting field 
delights me. I feel that as long as the war continues, we must make 
every possible effort to devote our energy to work which may somehow 
either help to win this conflict or help to reduce the price our men are 
p~ing for victory. 



Dr. K.A.C. Elliott, 
Page #2. 

I feel that we have at least a toe-hold on some 
problems which may bear fruit in the latter objective. In spite of 
Mr. Churchill's optimism, I musts~ that I feel that we are in for 
~bout two years more of fighting before both Gennany and Japan are 
liquidated. 

With best personal wishes to you and family 
I remain 

Very sincerely yours, 

bbr 

N .B. If there is anything that we can do in regard to your locating a 
house in Montreal, please do not hesitate to let us know. 

HHJ 

• 



CANADA 

QUOTE No ....................... ...... ............ ........ ..... . 

DEPARTMENT OF N.A.TION.A.L DEFENCE 
ARMY 

Dr. K.A.C. Elliott, 

OTTAWA, CANADA, 

Montreal Neurological Inst., 
August 4, 1944. 

The Institute of the Pennsylvania Hospital, 
Universit.y of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

Dear Dr. Elliott: 

This is to confirm your appointment as 
biochemist in the research group working on proplems of trauma to the 
nervous system under Canadian National Research Council Grant, Aney­
Med. 28, being administered through the Medical Research Directorate 
(A.M.D.8} of the Royal Canadian Aney Medical Corps. 

This project is under the general supervision 
of the Associate Committee on A~-Medical Research of the National 
Research Council and the Medical Research Directorate of the Royal 
Canadian AI'li\Y Medical Corps, Ottawa, both under the chairmanship of 
Lieut.Col. Hurst Brown. 

Ver,y sincerely yours, 

bbr Herbert H. Jasper, (Capt.),. 

Nat. Def. A-168-A 
!,OOOM-3-42 r 3789) 

H.Q. 1772-39-376 



tt.- C<Jlon"l ~l!"~ H. 5-1Lt.h, 04!~9.:26 
Hq, Ninth ~t-v:i ~tt C(:'1illfn4U¥1 -
Fof't. r~J.a$, Ut.ah 

At'te~· th~~~ fi-.,r-:, pl,~a'J:&.i1t ytu~rs hert:f w.d the tf~1l$ro,~;~; trer'~~~ .. 
~t I hav~ had frm~ tLa :tn~Jtitut.~ and tm, wntim.1.l kitl.dn~nu l h1.ve enjoyod 
from yaurllelf anti th~ atarf, l 1:~1 l'.idJ1.8~ mad am. t->e-rh~.ps a :u.ttle v.nglute .... 
fu1 in tel.litl.tt ;ruu ey tW'~'fl3.. X ~a l~~VUJ;f the ;Jl:ftitut~ .likt th~ @.00 of t~1is 
.IOO:nth t.o !,., an(! llt'lr.k in tlu~ Mont~a.l :r~oumJ~o1:rio:~ L"'l::Jt:l.t·.~to . 

I'll till you hO'fl' thfl husiro.:~G!1 aros•i~ .~s ;mu. knowt :r. W:lil~~ a 
bit ·~~iCli for a ~r~ tia .a.hout what ~l h~. ~tl t;Qt tJ't! J.t.b,. when tll<~ 

Roe.kili:' ~.U!.:r ~Jl'W'lt .rBn cc>1:~.t.. .! ""'~:; {k'U'.i,;,)i~S "'"' ~i.!i(* ~it" l~.u i;·:'lpt [;o~ rr.U~h 
£UM~ #lllda t·~ o.a~~dn e>'Pli!Jt511Y.-l o.f' \tlfi: i~l)t'trir.lentat. ~set\lrob -ht up \\'hWJ it 
_...ould ooer~ tlll1.lsi:Ul~.. ~Jt, 0'! cotlt'-$$- ~m1ey iJ;}<!t~nt t £;J,"r}\f l:lk'll .g~$S at'd 
nothi.~ S':)U."n~cl to b'£· dav~loping l1!ni ! grJt ill 'l.1t.t.l~ '\~~!"11iifl at~·~.tt t:(/1 owa:, 
e.itu..ation ~an t-here w-qr6 fJllly t~ 0<>1\•)l.d of ~uthd to .~r"J. $Q., ~tat c~.U.t­

ing ftit.! • .Or, B:;;>tld1 I l~t it be ~~r-m..m a~'Q"Und t1lllt. I m:tg1ht h'{it il'l t.hfl ~tk~, 
and s;w..,.,;a.:.l. ptu;eioilit.iei\1 ~~$. 1'.b.~'1 Dr. !!ana a.n'-IU~d \r.i..th th:;, ftt.tokl:lf'·zill.e-i• 
p~'1p1G to ilii ~l!il ttJ U;)'.a ~Jl'plus !'1tll('ll-'t$c"kip tno.na~r t:.1 ln~t th~ lab tm 
Deeembtw. And t.hen 11 oc. thti d~ tllat l left fol' v~.u.ti~;>tt, fl:.."' .. D>md told m~ 
tha.t tha .f'tMmaylv~a. Ho.;.;flit.!U tl~\l du<lidQd t.c. k{<:!Ofi ~" l(ib going •)U.t t~f it.s 
own futula., ev~11 tho'la'h tt. milmt be dif!icult to ~.:;. I thought tbia a W'lf3 

tlJ'.I.S th1nB to do. 

But ~tiDlle l WfJ on vatlntiou l thow~t l ~~,j~.ld: 1n•.ra$t:t~at« 

podihilllilitl!J tor lJll'; ¥~h:i..cl1 had a.rioon. Sinee- 1. l'lt!.~ tVJW ~tlf..,, I W<tl$ able t'O 
"ali~~ that tJit.h on!t QXcfl,"lt.ion the• p~>oib1liti$S h9.d not~ whieh f«>uld. 
1nduti• ~· t..o ll*ptU'attt ay~Mlt' fro:tl oq pJ.~eaeri.t pl~a!flant ple.ce nor to . over~ 
a .teeUng of l.qalt;t t._, OtU· lnGtitt~t.J which 1 had df!ve~.. But in M\>ntr~Al 
I w~ o!f.,_.ed a l:'liit»tJ~eh po'Sition a.t. t.b~ Uont~al l~t"l~cal l1:st!tut'-'•. 
'fhe:tJ!i W"t\ll ua apc;eial Advant~ in s~l.l~l:"J or at.atns, but I "ould ha.ve \he a,;..,~ 
vat1tatJ$ ot trorkitllf clo.~Sel¥ with a. ~l &~1 e~'letent .Phlsi()lOit1St (Hemen Ja,t)pol') 

in an lnatitut._, at~~ tor- ct~nsiv~ ~eri:>k'mt.a.l. ~i'k and with • tin~ repu-
tation in aucb a>·rk· tolhu ~>~lli:n:;; ~ Y'lhich decided ::1~ to tilke the j~h 
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1 that I 5 urg .tly aut d to h lp th r-conn cted rit ch1 .fly on brain 
injuries. This work would have priority on my tila.G at firct d, att r ~.lch 
discussion up thar , there seetlled to be good chance that 1 t .~ "ally 
helpful in it. ActualJ.3' the ~rk I have bflen doing here tums out to h :ve 
prov.id«i exactJ¥ t.he sort· of backgroWld kr.owlodgo n ces:J rr tor the orobl • 
1 will still bG able to carry on !'unc!a.wntal work aspoe_al.ly attar the 
urgency o! the pl'ior.1.t7 probl s dimin shE.a. 

The position is .Uutially for two yacum, but ! ha.vo th word 
of the Princi~(= President) o! cGUl Univerait7 th t :i ne •t worq about 
after the two years a.a .1ust m.tno ~ int.erdepart.r1"..ental shu.tnu•e CMi be done to keep 
me on. on the otber hand, I w.Ul he .1"1'90 to return here if l , wanted to h ... l 
develop the deJ~nt ern .. 

I thir.k tr. nd 1'ta.'3 e. little dist,zbed, o.nd eo wn I, about 
thio l · boing deaert.ed particularl;y a.rter the di.fticult daci ion to ke p it 
going had been mad • r. nd ondered whether I coul.rl perhaps find mocierately 
jur.ior person to earrr on under !ey' direction from g c.J.atancEt, or 1!' an independent 
worker eould ~-e 1otm1.. I don't think. clo;:;e di reetion from t~ uist.nnc WOtJJ.d . rk 
but I navo be .n lookir..., around for. someone who is capable or in ependent mrk 
nnd could lceep th" lrb producttve. ! Y'Mf nearly givlru:: un, since Virtual.l,v 
everybody 1~ bu:rt...ly oect~?iec in w;-r P.Ori>:- whflll I aaw n peracn ..no I M quite 
conf'1tic.z;t. would use the lab -.Yell and might he indue d to take it. Unf'ort.l.m;tely 
r r. r.onn l1'U~ ntray- vmcs.n a.."te ru1.ppcr.OO to ·dsi .. r!a a,r,d he 1sntt back yllt. 

The pc1-ecn '1 have ill t:Uri! ieJ !Jr. !ter-. ~rat Oreig.. :-tte is a.bout 
~5, a Ph.D. o~, Jc0~J.l, H.t:.d ,,, h~ _, lly ccr:patent j_J:dApor>cant l'mrker with ide:1.s. 
SL i a nico ~mtrt; -lool"...ilt~; rather ulty Jj.rl, c!twot"d. cnt1:reiy t.o work as she ia 
not l.iknl_V tC> marry (ah<)rt fmt ht\.11', tailored ut.U.ts). She r.orl<ed wH.h me tor 
ac.:vcr.;;.l yr·ar~:. a7. m:.r pre'.rioq.~ job (~nin~ r:q aa"l'"!.ie:!' ~!'k on V'n:l5..n ro40n& othor 
thinr;a} and kno -:s my t6ehniques wel.l11 but isn•t limit&i t~ the. For the past 
tell years a~la haa bean doin,;; som.e i'ine work (mostly on shoek) at. Vood<'1'hi.1.t 
Univor:~:tty wne-:-e -.he h~o tr:o e.ssiatru~.ts. S1 would like :;. eha.r:ee to get. ~.;·,ek 
Enst ii' co.adit!.ona WI.U"' :ood and ~-:ould l."(:'.Ud.ily pick up some l'asic information 
ab:mt paych:iatJ.4y. She gets 35!JO o.nd B)IUU ba \(l')r...h up to ·~ooo.. Though ! 
't'..:'""l.lkoo t.J.bont ~c nl: ... ce. l'dtl her) t.here vrJ.S m SUf:.",'ras~.ion of ~ of..ferlng her the 
job as I ba:vMtt the authority to do that, and 1 haven't .. eve1 auu.r. Dr. Bo .. bout 
it. But I Gm t.oU.-lna you about it :.n ca.se you uld be willing to hat .. ~ ~, 71'•J!'JtUl 
on the st..at.f' and running the chtlmi.C'.al researcl. lab. l uoulr.i aon:'U.der- her '1ttite 
as suitable as an,y man th'"'t might. he ~ ttoo even ,e,n det10:.>UJ. UitJ.ort m.~kes men 
available ugtlin. 

I wa af;•.nid ! have been \'eey long-,ti: .ded# but I WMted to tell 
;vou t.he whole st,.Jcy. I hope very tJ.Uch thel"U 'llilJ. be a chance to ee~ you a,._,"Ain. 
Plea.Jtl kno\1 that I 6lll tX"'Ollelldou3J.3 rrrateful. i'ox- the i"ine opA- rt.unity you 8 ve 
1:\0 he~ and ror ... .. you!! kiudnes:~ to .me .. 

K. A. C. Eillott 

KACB/mr 
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