
Dear Dr. Francis: 

GILBERT H. DOANE 
2006 CHADBOURNE AVENUE 

MADISON, WISCONSIN 

4 December 1940. 

Thank you for your note of December 1st. Rules are rules, and I quite 
understand the situation regarding the Osler bookpla.tes. I'm a librarian 
and know what restrictions of the sort mean. 

I will make even more of a.n effort to get into }~ontrea.l if I'm east 
again next summer. Generally I have but a. few minutes between trains, 
if I travel that way, or a.m there in the evening hours on the return 
trip. But it is only a two-hour drive from my mother's place in Vermont, 
and I really should be able to do it! 

Someday some youngster may drop into rrr:J office to talk over his 11 career 11 

and if medicine comes up, I'll remember your offer of a spare copy of 
A DOCTOR'S ODYSSEY, if he seems worthy of it. I get my ovm copy out 
every now and then to re-read bits of it and have occasionally loaned it 
to a young man with leanings toward medicine. 

As I write it occurs to me that there may not be a. copy in the browsing 
room of the Medical Library here. I'll ask Dr. Paul Clark, the chairman 
of the Medical Library Connnittee, when he comes jnto the o"'fice to-mrrow. 
If not, they might like to have i t--should have a copy anyhow, whether 
they want it or not! I'll add a. postscript in the morning a.bout 5t. 

Incidentally, the Regents have just purchased f'or the ~~edical Library 
the collection of Dr. :filliam Snow t~iller who died last sprin~. It is 
more of a. working library than Roy's was, but there a.re some fine things 
in it and some rarities--nothing, I suspect, like the 1628 Harvey, to be 
sure, yc:t some early Vesa.lius and Galen. 

I 1m re-reading Cushing' s CSLER this winter. What a. magnificent book it 
is! One of the really great biographies' 

But I mustn't run on like this! It's not done! 

Sincerely yours, 

e_--
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Dr. vf. ,.,. Francis, Librarian, 
The Osler Library, 
Magill University, 
Montreal, Quebec. 

~y dear Dr. Francis: 

GILBERT H . DOANE 
2006 CHADBOURNE AV•ENUE 

MADISON , WISCONSIN 

27 November 1940. 

You've never heard of the man whose name heads this sheet and who js now be~1ting 
the favour of specimens of the bookpla.tes used by the late Sir "iilliam Osler and 
in his library as it now stands in }5ontrea.l, but your name is very -familiar to himt 

Years ago, it seems only yesterday at times, I used to spend a great many ·,veek­
ends with LeRoy and !uyrtle Crummer in Oma.ha, when I was librarian of' the University 
of Nebraska. and before the Crummers ma.de that last move to Los Angeles and we real­
ized that Roy hadn't long to live. Especially when they came back f'rom their annual 
trip to 1'urope and we and others were surnmouned f'or the first "book dinner" of the 
sea.son to hear the saga of the summer's hunting, did accounts of Lady Osler's kind­
nesses to them and your own hours with them ~ing across the table . 'Toa.+ years those 
were I I've never kno ·Nn another bookcollector as enthusiastic as Roy was, and as I 
vrite his familiar features seem to appear in the smoke about me as he used to look 
sitting at the head of his table or showing his guests the -finds of' the year. 

Poor Roy, what a shame that he should have f,One at such an early age--as did Sir 
vVillia.m! I saw him only once after they left Omaha, for I was in Los An~eles in 
19~~0 for a fortnight and spent a week of it 1vi th them. I knew when I le -·t. him then 
that I'd never see him again. Myrtle we've seen a few times as she has passed back 
and forth, but not for five years--and I rarely hear fDom her now, f'or she is not 
well. 

Ilry own home is so close to Montreal--just down over the line near St . Albans, Vt. 
--that I've promised myself annually that I would get un to see the Osler collection 
and perhaps have the good luck to meet "Billy" J?rancis, as 'Roy used to call you. But 
each summer I've been there my family have nlanned so much that it hasn't been pos ­
sible to get away from them. But I do want to see the books about which T've heard 
so much and read so much, for Cushing' s Life of Sir Villiam is, in my humble estima­
tion one of the really great biographies--my own "'irst edition of' it st'3.nds 'v:i thin 
reach of my hand as I sit at my machine. 1tay I come sometime? 

To return to the bookplates, I have been making a collection these last three or 
four years, and I would very much like to add Sir Jilliam' s to it to keep company 
with Roy's t ,vo plates and that of Dr. Cushing--if' it isn't against your rule or prac­
tice to give them out. 

Sincerely yours, -------- -
L__---- - - -~~~~ ~ 

---
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:rof,· ssor R • .::,. :o.Jnln, 
':<ll,divi,.J i;ildgs., 
Shuril':. ''ltl~d-c1J-Diu, 
G1iiiro, ur.it. 

1 h:,v<- just \',rittGt to !rof.'2ssor t.•1..hfouz 
th,tnkl:nt nl.r. for ~ co,iitts of hi..:: cxci2ll1.1nt "History of 
m.::dicn) ,,ducr.tion in "Ll{'V1 , 1..ibout i,hich l enqulred of 
you on Jctob ,r 2nd. I \'i,i~h to th,.,nk you for your pc.rt in 
this gift und 'i:'3;,w,cl,:,,U.y for havin!i.> iil.OO-FJd to his inscription 
~ nic.,: on•'· at' your ov:n. 

I stall ~l .... s.s on 'th1: duplic~t,:; :·o,;,;1 to another 
libr,;,,.,r-t thut r.,c,.,/ n,,::.-d it. 

r enclot'b ~ trlf'le f<ith thG grnndiose titl0, 
"Th;i F'I•11ia>idcmt I s t.dc!r,;ss'', out t,lt:.int, {;.oout :Jsl0r 1 run sure 
it wl1J .!.nter,at you. 
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