
it."". e:n1 Dibner, 
Dii'eetor, 
dllmty Li rory• 
?j()?."t;'o.l!i, 
Conn., . • "'• .• 

O ... I.Ji!. LI ~- Y., 
t6 <'sb. 1 1955,. 

.ho tour DC, :nifioenw JU ,licat onu have m•1·ivou o.t l iot. 
lt P. ~ ,11.;l oo o s or t o .:i ...o ·e u h:i • in to :-t 
wiUl thom an·& let t.hcw iu free. 0-ao can ' " lr.mo l • .1.1iey do look 
11.ncuriou.,,; tut, r · 11-:- solid :.n. uaeful cu.ntribution.; . Mi s 
.ucLbor 1, 1n i>->t.,., on thl'"O in ou.t c. ,a..nolo ,1 o ;hi it f.'rom t. £Jodie. l 
I..ib1• ~ fl!'lO •a., a.nu f U in thea •. ..i. toi be u.t.i.tul tt'tii"'1l:G11 
"DioCOVt.?riesU . 

or icinll..v; ""lea . ucoe t the tn~.. ot tn • ~. ill Led.icol 
,.;ae;..Jt and i:,ile •1Cura~ " (tru tac.;) of tl1e 0.;ilor !J.'br rr 'for the s. lc.nd.l.d 
t 1ft of JO"a:,.• '!} ·w. m. il ertu, n..;.tr dorf;,1a•, 11 ;:ilv, ni- Volta'' imd "l" u:· da;f", 
mbllcations of the .·.1 'Dw' Li 1· .ry., 

As n fie.-, bron o ..l.lia t"Qr your old.611 ~ I em eewJit> • 
1"<Yil & palllphlet on L o n:i o i.l (lv .... ::::-1 44) ou.r - r ~ llt'lrt.yr, .rw b .... ,:i; on 
e collcut coll .c~ion :J ' 01 . .>00.. on oedie l cc~·ic1ty. Uni:o:rtun • tel,1", 
the,:t in·e :Q:>'G .rci., r.:h:,lvod at t.l a Un!ver y 01. Montl.•c.,J. to Js.ien t !.&f ore 
·iven. 

He and o. ot:.;.nic l mon , 1 .. oth.er f.t-!irle- •ttcto.rin, foI!__..ht 
~ :on the battle for science at Olll" ... ranch C.,.tbolic un1ver,3lt.-. ); t 
a cel~b:ra ion or tha • 0th enn1:ers ... u· of 'ulva,nt •a birth, I helped to 
t.~e CXti ·,at or sho. in 011r J2i:, v:t1;•i. tl"'~ el£:lc ... ,t.icit4ti"' i. hen Pad.oe~tu put 
on u rr•all,l .um.sto:d ;r ootition o" t.J:va.nib e ·perinent.s. !''he i;rcut 
hall W•:.s ~1..ckul and, to ~} t1t!1,oolah~nt,, lar el., u., blaek- es-.e · ockoo 
sominarim'as c.nd old ... r tilc-010, ,ho, tfJ ~ still :rooter a. ... t.ooi:3!mfmt, 
ro r ·d t .tt..~ luu bter at hio bls. • :ihcmou.., clo llin.: . co !lad a hu, e ,roen 
orcelrd.u frv on the table tmd b_ior~ e&etl e.:::.~cx·U11Cnt. ne strt c!t a 
lo;is att.1tude~ o.r evoo :ent o n on hi., knee ... , er){.. sai i u r yer in 

1.3.tin to i.;:;met, i.a'1a o.r lu ·rench vo .... ,un,., . ur nouillel 

F:c 
8!lcl: -

• • ~rO.Qc: , . ~., 
Liur ri :n. 



Mr ...... ern Dibnor, 
Di:tector, 
.Bu.rndy Library, 
Bormtlk, 
Conn., • Ve • 

OSLER LIBRARY, 
18 .i'eb;., 1955. 

l wu,., very sorry to ss your vioit, 
es i u.l;, s.s •1 owledg ble secretary, liise esb~ .... e.ts, 
tells me that she learned so much t".roa '1a'0:1; ,o thought 
I bad b1'st let you o'W that the 1 tea aenliioned ilJ your 
kind let~ nf the 6th as b&ia:.., separately sent, has 
not turned up. We kn<> fro• ex.i'eri®co that perhaps 
it is bet.na mishandled in our Uontr~al CuatOl'lla Houze. 

I hope you may Pf!J.1 us another visit, 
a&i I "ish .,- visits to le, H~ven wet•e not a hinJ of 
the pa.et; I ..,hould l ·e to look up iorw ' and your 
Lihr, Y• 



• BURNDY f1~~~ LIBRARY 

NORWALK, CONNECTICUT 

Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal, Quebec 
Canada 

Att: Librarian 

February 6, 1953 

It was a great pleasure to visit you the other day and 
to be shown the magnificent collection that Dr. Osler 
assembled during his long and useful lifetime. To think 
that he was able at the same time to rise to the top of 
his profession indicates what a massive intellect he was. 

The enclosed may be of interest to you. 

BD/ag 

Very truly yours, 

BURNDY LIBRARY 

Bern Dibner 
Director 

Sent under separate cover. 



OSLm LtBlumY, 
18 Feb., 1854. 

;.ootber of ..,-our go~us a1frte:rpiecea of 
b!Jl~-w:cl.tu,g and of' pril:rt,1-Jg, !&any 't.h.anb1 frOJ1 me 
~d f'rn ~ fledical i'Q®J 't,y • 

l t)Gl;y wUh it had arrived$. aonth ago 
and then I oo.w.d have expluned to my ,,ite the differ8llce 
bet•~ aa ohll N!d an ~e♦ 1.1 dectl'olog was :ruat7., 

ite have • lihow...caN 'Ml ot ,10ltt Strad~ 
prints which ue ~ti t!Dg ~ great •~ 0£ inte.rest. 

w,. 1.i. franeio, M,» •• 
Librarian. 



Dr. Be::n Di.oner, 
Durndy L1 bre.ry, 
Bor,mlk, 
Conn., U. S. A. 

Dear Dr. Di bn~r • 

OSLER LIDP"m, 
14 April, 1955. 

Jlany t~s frOll me and the Urttvers1ty 
autbor1t1ee for t be suapt ous "lleralde of Sc1eaoe•, one 
otber of you.r m~gnif1~ent y writt~n an~ printffd contri­
bution• to the history of' science. Both pictures and 
text nr 1nstru.ct1ve e.nd 1t is ~ pleaeu:re to turn tm, 
pages and enjoy old friends snd new. • 

I love your gracefully grntef-ul dedication 
to the booksellersl 

'the folder, 11Burnd;y, a unique institution•., 
is j'U.8t Wb..'lt I wanted to elear up eC':Mle of your l{f&tery, 
though it .fails to explain bow you Jlallage to do it. 

1fflr1 cd 

ff. 'ff. Franeist I.D., 
Librarian~ 



Mr. Bern Di bner, 
The Burndy Library, 
Norwalk, 
Conn., u. S. A. 

De,ir L!r. Dibner, 

OGLER LIBRARY, 
18 Feb., 1959. 

Many t hanks for t he splendid accou..-it of •The A1;l&1tie 
Ca ble.it 

.For me it bring b · ck ,.emerie s of c:: ldhoodJ we used 
to pore sadly over ru1 album oJ.' photo~ of the "Great Eastern" 
at her last anchorage. My other's fir~t husband, Henry 
Bath, verJ much her senior, was one of the Stnmseu syndic4te 
tha.t bought the monster for scrap. 

Here in the Osler Libr, .. ry >Ke have extracts fron1 the 
diary of 9. .t'runous veterinary surgeon, Briffith Evans, who 
came to Canada about 1362 with a Guards regiment. He records 
that it as the first time horses had ever been exercised 
at sea, end th 1 t the captain wou.ld al.low not more than twenty 
hor..,es on deck at one time, the leviathan was so top-heavy. 

WWFacd 

w. • Francis, .D., 
Liorarie>.n, 



I 

n.1.1~ for tat. 
I!ut,t;.~r for fat,11 

OoL.Blt L:IBitlffiY, 
28 fiept .. , 1949, 

I •·1n1 pockf.fr.,,:;d your C l.Uiulitin 5p ~Oitl& ti~p and enalo6-od 
your Abbot.t l,1tt(:/lJ;· in on._.::, of' yq- owll w Mt-i}* A., c/c l.tel." sou 0Jt., Oslei¥ 
A,. Abbott,, Q'ru.1ry Univer~it.7 G~1, , •erit- he is on the surgical sta.ff. 
Sh~ :u.:v.iu, in t~llX1ngtA>n, I thin."l,t,. wh~re her husb,u1d was bi0hop (attar 
l. e.u. vin,g Btil timore) .. ___, 

the only otbi'J't~ epot-s Phro.·o you 9ve got a l:i.ttle oft' ·th.e 
t:t'•t;i.ok (or· on~ of uo l~t,j) .':tt'e 1) you.:r Sire.hall (il) ii!f sourc.e1 a 
lflgtll ob1~".'f, ~cball vr.:.:1,~ tkio mrde1re1·, ncrt; the victim) J 2) lly~s, 
I t:llink.,, w&e, v., £1" o ... la only t'ail"Ul"f.l .,. th~ jru:~y U1ot,{~·ht he ruul:a 1t 
pi"'OVoo it .. thoni:~1 ,.sve't",Yone k.01,;,'W ·ti;1{tJ' did it; a.nd S) SUl~oly Cri;ppen 
11as the London (~glQlld} dentdst iffln•d~u·er1 a.1.·rested as he got oft' 
the ~t heru ill L~nt;r,3(itl, the first tt1 be 11pinclloon by wi.t>~less, 
!lnd after l\, D,. 0., 1tl dor~.tl1.. llJu.t lYho ~m for tlioae pot,t:l,,fogging 
l*t:lll t,ini..,nioolit1e~! 

• 
Pa.,v z.10 ~oth0,r vi~it atld see 'fJzy c,vrpl face lif;llt up ~ 

bur~·t i:trt:,o a i;:rin f:t·om Ga'!:' t1.l ~ .. 

Ficd 
i.ucl:,H-

~ 
') 

/ I 
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OSLER tlBRluU', 
5 Jiarch, 1955. 

I r U i,o .,h you or a plea ::int:. batch or r prints 
that helped to un-tlu mo e. r w weeks ago. Those colllical elyster­
but tons or Henr.1 V~ts ""t ue in a1nd. ot 111 neglect. One eOD 
hardly uccuu• h. ~ of h,avini; coi.cocted thoa,, bllt despite the 
t;ostumei and apcf~.a.ratul!l they ::ruggest modernity; so I f .avor the 
uisu.n bitdllt'JliUDl thooq. 

local laity nave us last year s.n 1:nctrt>.ordi.mr7 r, seudo­
go . ..-hooded, steel OJl?le, cnrr.!od foi' years b;r he:' grandf'atber, 
Dr. 'Uo;,;ser, 1n Iowa Ci:tf• A oap OJ) the handlQ unscrews to 
~~commod~t0 t.bu old al'Oltatie o~ etisaptic BP<mGe and the shaft 
w,scre#s to rwcal a tin t:t·ough into which tit SJJugly oleve.n 
phials of "parvules", pin~: pills, respaet.able drugs of yora ~ 
allopath dosage! uDd tho neck of tho band.le, Pateot 1886 / 
Di-. 1;. • Connen. 

I suppose 7ou.r Museua has <meJ if' not, I regret I can•t 
offer you ours. l.n1{'1fq1 I'd hate to part with 1t; it excites 
so rru.ch interest.. t•v• seen obibition canes concealing one 
loag bottle, or a ra1,ier (what, gentlelllQ, were prohibited froa 
C&rr'Jiog ~a) 1 out n•var before a praol..itioaerts 8J:"W.Wlentarla1 

lours siUC&rel:,, 

~ 
W. ,. :ratt?Jia,. U.D,1 

Libr,u-i " 



THE CLEVELAND MEDICAL LIBRARY Assoc1ATION 

11000 EUCLID AVENUE 

HOWARD DITTRICK MUSEUM □ F' HISTORICAL 

MEDICINE 

OFFICE CF THE DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEUM 

Dear Doctor Frallcis: 

CLEVELAND 6, OHIO 

March 211 1953. 

Like the ma• when proferred •~ gift of a bobk r-eplied. 

I JDUst 8llswer in ki•d• "I have a cane." Jey- reply is dictated by your 

i•timatio• that I couldn't have it anyhow. Otherwise I would have approaach­

you on bended knee. 

There are three canes in our collection. On.e has four­

tee• vials fitted into a tin trough that extends the entire length of the 

cde. The bottles contain allopathic remedies. The seco•d contai•s only 

five vials with their nomeopa1:a1.ic labels on the corks. Otte of these litffl.e 

vials contains a dirty greyish-white powder 8.lld is labelled XYZe I believe 

that the powder is morphine. The third is a delicate bamboo specimen. ab~ut 

the length of a swagger stick. But the head is of ivory decorated with sil­

ver. I• this head is a cavity for a sponge to retain aromatics to ward o£f 

such scourges as jail or hospital fever. This dates back before 1800. 

Confidentially all¥ time tlaa.t you are laokillg for alas~ 

resti:ag place for your stick. rem.ember our Museum. 

An encouragi:ag note.- Mrs. Dittrick has had no return 

or her coronary embarrassme•t since the Sigertat dinner in New Ygrk. I 

take it that you also have had no further tjouble. We both hope so. 



DfJ.- Ho~ Dltt:tic\:1 

Oat.m LIBR..\fl.!1 
I lj;l:rU1 .:Ul.S5, 

Yo'tl wgi14 :biltVG tbl'• lltit tb~ l ~~ bav• kattilftl 
I• wtabd • me ot u old• Q~\hei' tiho if I b.~l a $'plit.tu,g 
ft-.d.$ehEll, d~~ys b~ • tar worGe one, wt w~q•t sayi:Qg ~y...., 
thilie ahcllt 1t, &,<,. At l~a~rt. qar v:bu ot d.:b-t7 ~e:,isb ... 
mite ~fldW le bDO-tl/ l~b@l,m fflo:rghill• Dtl't XYZ1. which 
r~~ ~ ta~t :.t <>~gh t to dpt-y it -fo" ·the vlt1e,...1q,~ 
<W"~td• u.a .. 

lial '.!-•~$N3 ·~ ;rw boit.'h; ~ ,i.~ to b~ that 
lt-1,. n.. ia bGbav~t u w.coro1.u!!:t~l~ly Nia l •• 

Sc./ LJ: 



THE CLEVELAND MEDICAL LIBRARY Assoc1ATION 
11000 EUCLID AVENUE 

HOWARD DITTRICK MUSEUM OF HISTORICAL · 

MEDICINE 

OF'"FICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE MUSEUM 

Dear Billy Francis: 

CLEVELAND 6, OHIO 

April 18,. 1953. 

What library has the best collection of Daniel Urake? The 

Cleveland Medical Library of course. We have all of Drake's journals. Pat 

Cushing presented us with many desirable items. All in all we are proud of 

our Drake collection. However Louisville and Cincinnati probably have more 

and I feel sure that Dave Tucker in Cincinnati would be delighted tt have the 

Samuel Drake number. uave deserves any little appreciation like that because 

of his action at Columbus. 

Years ago Krumbhaar obtained a seal for the Association. 

After Sigerist took over the seal disappeared and there has been a lot of buck 

passing between the College of Physicians and Hopkins ever since. Dr. Krumb­

haar has kept the matter alive at most every Annual Meeting since. At Colum­

bus Dave Tucker generously undertook to sponsor the pur~hase of a new seal. 

I am sure that Dr. Krumbhaar will be pleased no end. 

l~ext year we meet at New Haven. Has McGill any desire to 

have the group meet there? I bel6eve that the men would like to come. 

Cordially,. 



.nr,.,., R., n11rt.nek, 

~ tmlU.RY., 
15 A~il, 19iil • 

Mo1iard Ditt.ridt ,J.t>-lsena of ru.~to:-iw ~ic~., 
11000 w~id J~~~. -
Clwelaad 6°' 
0•• U. ~ .. A., 

Vear Be·ft$.I~ Dit.triclt~ 

lll;;.t libruy ~~ ·t.n.~ oo~t «>lleotioa 
of Iuial D.r-'4k.e:1 I've b~» off~ the 
fre,~ disposal of ~at ~., be .a r~i (th~ 
-c~ly r,emottiJ) ii,_, -,:tird~ !If 1-">t~ 
Vew lla•.o~..J.:f.:r,ai11 •· ~- .l::::-.r,5e ea~,lii: sheet, folded 
al'id bouud, "rmt~ !a 1001,. ff.ld sigXJed in 
m. by the eotapilar, ~tel G., D':rak!iii. 'lhere: 
are 4!'8V'P-l"al ~.1els ~:t • da~tJ.'"Q.bl~ 
COfme4'tion t1itll ~ Dqid. 

l:ltld reg.~ to ;r~ and tire-,,. o .. 
l bope thing~ w~ ttell at Co-l~. DU I 
tell y®. tn.,.' a tr~ er a1llie hare hu 
~ givea a tal.~;;iboae ~,er A!l•atie 1492! 

Yom:-s ait;tc~11 

l!:-~ 


