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Miss flor~nc~ • Da.y, 
'l"be • Matropo itm> Uwloum oi' Art, 
Hew York, 281 
N., r., u. s. 

OSLERLin RI, 
15 April, 1050,,, 

lhax>ks f'o:r etin"ing up tbQ,;30 Prillcetonun;;• 
1he aseiatant lib.l'Urian ackllowledeed receipt the other d,ay1 
"PlaiJtUli that tho7 waited for• tonaal bill (which we 
p 1d lo~g ago)~ a»d a.aswnill& that. 'fie wi:»:e wo:r:.t')'i.ng aoout 
1· ~ent aot arr1•t4.1 

On my t"are and probably4eve1- airt Tieits 
to N. i ., I never taU tv look 1n at the Mus iua. I n ure 
to enclo an account I urot<.J 'or oiie of your pred ees or" 
aad or a:, visit the1·.e to hill. It mt11' 4DW.So ,-ous al>d 11&1 :t 
both.ff you to r~tura it? lf you sea anything iD tbQ F.,g ptia.n 
$OCtion suggostivo ot old TilllDlie1s ghost, ~-tit for ae, 
preferably 1n la.tin. 

fi'JFied 
' cli ... 

Youra sincerely• 

/4 L✓ ~ 



THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 

NEW YORK 28, N.Y. 

Dear Dr. Francis, 

On March 17 I did 60 to Princeton, and they 
shov,eci me the microfilm of Osler 7506; so it is 
certainly there. They broUf;ht it to me in the Rare 
Book Room, where I was looking at a Garrett ViS on 
plants. I asked if I could speak to Dr. Boyd, the 
Librari~n, about it, but they tolt me in hushed tones, 
that he was far too busy to see me. So I shall send 
a note to Mr. Alexander Clark, in charge of MSS in 
the Rare Book Room, and see if he can speak to the 
proper person about acknowled6 ing it. 

Mr. Clerk also found_ out that we could borrow 
it by inter-library loan, so I have asked our 
Librarian to ask for it. I certainly tharJc you 
for havinb told me about this ~icrofilm, thus I will 
be able to get an idea of the whole MS, as well as 
of the particµlar plants I am studyin~. 

Yes, of course I knew Dr. Cruikshank in Beirut, 
and I was also very sorry to hear about his death. 
As a matter of fact, I was born and brought up in 
Beirut, as ny father· was Dean of the School of Arts 
and Sciences, as i"lell as professor of botany. 
Dr. Cruikshank was an enthusiastic collector of coins 
and of other small antiquities, to which I was also 
exposed as a child. No et~ r- -7 ........ -f-y ! 

I hope that if I prompt Mr. Cle.rk, you will 
soon receive a letter of thanks from the Princeton 
Library! 

Thank you very much for helping me. And I 
hope that if you ever come to New York, you will 
have time for a visit to this museum. 

Very sincerely, 



• ss Florooce Z,. Day-• 
Th~ let.ropolitan %4useum of Art• 
!L-w York 28• 
1i. Y,.., u .. S. A., 

Dear Miss Day 1 

OSLER Ll.BilARI• 
16 Jia.rch, 1950. 

I hope that before y011 go to 
Princetoa to see that llicrof1l• of Al-Gba.fiki 
you will make sure t.hat it. is there.., I nm 
still in the dark about its safe arrival. It 
you have inside information about that, please 
shm.·e it with .me I haven't heard tro.a tb.ea 
yet1 

Beirut ill tb'E) 1 2o•s? Then you 
probably knew fff3 f'rietad r. j . cru1;1tshauk., the 
sUl"geonJ: ose de tb there,: about month aeo, 
I .. as orry to read about. He served with ll8 

in .. trance about 1917 .. 

\ 



THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 

NEW YORK 28, N.Y. 

March 14, 1950 

Dear Dr. Francis, 

Thank you very much for your kind letter 
about the Ghafiqi MS, Osler 7506. I plan to 
go to Princeton to look at the microfilm of it. 
Perhaps they could enlarge some pages for me. 
That would save you the trouble of carrying the 
MS back and forth with armed guards, for new 
photographs. 

And thank you, as well, for giving me 
permission to mention the MS in my article 
for Dr. Sarton, for Isis; I went to do as good 
a job for him as I can. 

I am sorry to say that the photographs I 
ordered to send you have not yet been finished; 
I shall send then on as soon as they come. 
As to any other plants in your MS, what I should 
do is sit down and read through Ibn Baitar, who 
incorporated all of Ghafiqi' s 11.ork in his own; 
but so far I have not been able to take ti::ne out 
for this. 

My involvement with Dioscorides and Arabic 
botany almost makes me homesick - it takes me 
back to the early 1920 1 s in Syria, .,·hen I used 
to make plant-drawings, at the insti5ation of 
my father, who taught botany at Beirut. So this 
makes a very pleasant diversion, or digression, 
for one who is an art historian! 

With many thanks, 

Very sincerely, 

r<~-- ~, ~ 
Florence E. Day 



J4i3s Florenco E. Day1 
Tb,~ ~~ ~ Mu~oUlll or Art, 
New !cu.•k 28, 
M• •• U., w., A.,. 

0$I2.R LIBRARY , 
'I Hu-eh. 1950. 

I shall bo.J'row fro Ott.awn that article in the ~1si$1JI Al l.~.!as;1tii!Ut d1J;Qete. '.lhe ,.a1· probably explains :y Ue;yerhoi' didn't eel>d it to me or r,hy it. went astray. 

lri Decaber I sent a microfilm of o\U' Ghafiki MS,- Osler 7SOO, to Dr. Juli@ P. Boyd,. Librarian at Priooeton,. It~-~ wro»gly addressed., bu.t I•• hoping to hear aoou that 1t reached ha. :P,3rbapo you could get a look at it, either at P.i-1.Doeton, or by borro 1n 1 it. ifl could provide you ith otos of the aeai:rod pictures. but only t ,.-our (considero.bl) expenso and ith a .;oo-j deal of' trouble to us, as the MS., is prooioua and has to be takw out of thliJ building (under guard!) 
to be pboto'd. 

l hav ~ no l"'.)Ceive-d the photo of your ru+!!!!!h 
'but. ca.n t'iod nothing Ju:Jt lik~ it ~ our MB.• thou~ the style ot the illuat:retiou Nd-bles that of o·ura. 

~(-= I can .,1n down someo119 who r ,a,ds Arabic I'll see if ho OM tell ae wile~ the pl4nts in your list ere 
ro,Pr ,ser.tted hei-e., ~ 

?ou may of course mentior. our MS. • ;e have no plaat, fo:,:, it.a pub,lice.tion, having no one hero at proaeut capable or editin it. I since.rely hope ;you will mange to pay us, Uld 1t1 a Ylsit. 

Yours sil1eerel7 • 

t-J ✓ w1?'v 



THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 
NEW YORK 28, N. Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS 

METMUSART 

DEPARTMENT OF NEAR EASTERN ART 

February 15, 1950 

Dr. W.W. Francis, Librarian 
Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal, Quebec 
Canada 

My dear Dr. Francis, 
• ~' \,.. 

,,. .le ~~11"'" " Recently I read with great interest Dr. Max Meyerhof I s article 
~ _~w~· ~-on the Ghafiqi MS, Osler 7506, in your Library (in: Bulletin de 1 1Institut 
t<,o-'i~:-U-\.& .o- d'Egypte, XXIII (1940-1941) pp.13-29, Pls.I-III). I would like to ask if 

(:;u:l(.• ~~ I could obtain photographs of a few pages of it. This is in connection with 
~' an article Dr. Sarton has asked me to write for ISIS, about the Dioscorides 

- 1...,-, MS of the Mashhad Shrine, Persia •. This iaanuscript was recently shown here 
in our exhibition of Iranian art, and thus I was able to have a look at it. 
It is of course Mesopotamian, and I discovered that it is not thirteenth­
century, as was formerly thought, but twelfth-century, and was made for 
Najm ad-din Alpi, the Urtuqid ruler of Ma.yyafariqin (1152-1176 A.D.). 

Dr. Meyerhof was perfectly correct in stating that the paintings 
of your Ghafiqi manuscript do not resemble those of the dated thirteenth­
century Mesopotamian Dioscorides manuscripts (see his Pl.I) but the 
cyclamen (his Pl.II, left) seems to me to have been copied from the picture 
of the same plant in the twelfth-century Mashhad manuscript. Under separate 
cover I am sending you a photograph of the he.mama (Greek, Amomum); this 
plant might be in your Ghafiqi manuscript, as Meyerhof said that it contains 
letters of the first half of the alphabet. I would appreciate your opinion 
as to the resemblance of these plants. Further, I agree with Meyerhof that 
the handwriting of Osler 7506 is Mesopotamian, which would support any 
similarities with the twelfth-century manuscript. 

I would like to ask your permission to mention the Ghafiqi MS 
in my article for ISIS. And as soon as possible I shall send you the few 
photographs we made from the Mashhad MS of plants beginning with the letters 
from alef to ill• Then I would like to ask if you would be kind enough to 
send me, in exchange, photographs of the corresponding plants in your MS. 

May I ask if you have iJlans for the complete publication of your 
Ghafiqi manuscript? I hope so, because from every point of view, art, 
science, and language, it is extremely important. Dr. Meyerhof's death was 
a terrible loss to all of these fields. If it were ever possible, I should 
like to come to Montreal, to make your acquaintance, and to see the manuscript 
as well. 

With all best wishes, 
Very sincerely, 

Florence 
Assistant 

$,_ VJ---. 
E. Day / 
Curator 
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