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1% April, 1980,

ﬁ”: avente 5y oy, i
% Yoo B 8

M%Mt

: Thapks for stirring up those Princetonians,
The assistent librerian acknowledged receipt the other day,
explaining thet they waited for a formal bill (which we
paid lomg ago), and assuming that we were worrying sbout

On my rare and probably-pevereagain visits
to Ny ¥,y I never fail to look in at the Museum, I venture
to enclose an account I wrote of ome of your predecessors
and of my visit there to him, It may amuse youj and may I

bother you to return 447 If you see anything in the Ggypiian

section suggestive of old Timmie's ghost, greet it for me,
preferebly in Latin,

#iFed
inelsw



THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART
NEW YORK 28, N.Y.

March 20, 1850

Dear Dr. Francis,

On March 17 I did go to Princeton, and they
showed me the microfilm of Osler 7506; so it is
certainly there. They brought it to me in the Rare
Book Room, where I was looking at a Garrett MS on
plants. I asked if I could speek to Dr. Boyd, the
Librarien, about it, but they told me in hushed tones,
that he was far too busy to see me. So I shell send
a note to Mr. Alexander Clark, in charge of MSS in
the Rare Book Room, and see if he can speak to the
proper person about acknowledging it.

Mr. Clark also found out that we could borrow
it by inter-library loan, so I have acked our
Librarian to ask for it. I certainly thank you
for having told me about this microfilm, thus I will
be able to get an idea of the whole MS, as well as
of the particular plents I am studying.

Yes, of course I knew Dr. Cruikshank in Beirut,
and I was alsa very sorry to hear about his death.
As & matter of fact, I was born and brought up in
Beirut, as my father was Dean of the School of Arts
and Sciences, as well as professor of boteny.
Dr. Cruikshank was an enthusisstic collector of coins
and of other small antiquities, to which I was also
exposed as a child. Ae Joumage - o ..-....'fm7 !

I hope that if I prompt Mr. Clark, you will
soon receive a letter of thanks from the Princeton
Library!

Thank you very much for helping me. And I
hope that if you ever come to New York, you will
have time for 2 visit to this museum.

o 5. QL~7

Very sincerely,



Miss Florenece &, Day,
m&ﬁmiimmafkt,
Hew York 28,

B, Y, U, S0 &

Dear Miss Day,

I hope that before you go to
Princeton to see that microfilm of Al-lhafiki
you will make sure that it is there. I am
still ip the dark about its safe arrival, If
you have inside informatiom about that, please
Meittithm I haven't heard from them

yetl

Beirat im the '20%'s? Then you
probably kmew my friemd ¥. §. Cruidkshank, the
surgeon, whose death thers, about a month ago,
I was sorry to read about. Haﬁwvﬂthm
in France about 1917. :

Yours sincerely,

L,mf

WiFred



THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART
NEW YORK 28, N.Y.

March 14, 1850

Dear Dr. Francis,

Thank you very nfuch for your kind letter
about the Ghafiqi MS, Oslér 7506. I plan to
go to Princeton to look at the microfilm of it.
Perhaps they could enlarge some pages for me.
That would save you the trouble of carrying the
MS back and forth with armed guards, for new
photographs.

And thank you, as well, for giving me
permission to mention the MS in my article
for Dr. Sarton, for Isis; I want to do as good
a job for him as I can.

I am sorry to say that the photographs I
ordered to send you have not yet been finished;
I shall send them on as soon as they come.

As to any other plants in your MS, what I should
do is sit down and read through Ibn Baitar, who
incorporated all of Ghafigi's work in his ownj;
but so far I have not been able to teke time out
for this,

My involvement with Dioscorides and Arabic
botany almost makes me homesick -- it takes me
back to the early 1920's in Syria, when I used
to make plant-drawings, at the instigation of
my father, who taught botany at Beirut. So this
makes a very pleasant diversion, or digression,
for one who is an art historian!

With many thanks,

Very sincerely,
Eloia &
Florence E. Day



7 March, 1950,

Miss Florenee E, Day, _
- istropoliten Museun of %
Bew York 3&;
By Yy Uy 8 &,

Dear Miss M'

I shall from Ottava thet article in the
atin m 2 A0SLITUT ,’e’:é‘frz'ﬁfj‘:w The war probably explain
hot' didn’t send it to me or why it went astray,

In Degember I sent a microfilm of our Ghafiki
WSy, Osler 7508, to Dr, Juliam P, Boyd, Librarian at Princeton,
It was wrongly addressed, but I'm hoping to hear soom that it
reached him, Perbaps you eould get a look at ity either at
Princeton, or by borrowing it. Yie could provide you with ‘
photos of the gesired plctures, but only st your (considerable)
aWMuimummmmmmqmw,mmua.m
precious and has to be taken out of the building (under guard))
to be photo'd,

: 1 have now received the photo of your
but ecan find mothing just 1ike it im our M4y though the style
of the illustration resembles that of ours,

When I can pin down someons who reads Avebie I3l
Beo if he can tell me pe the plants im your Jist are
reprosented here, 2"‘“

You may of course mentiom our M, We have no
plans for its publication, having no one hers at presest cupable
of editing it, Xsmlymmmmimwwm;m
ity e visit, «

Yours simcerely,

Ly, b

WiFred
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February 13, 1950

Dr. W. W. Francis, Librarian
Osler Library

McGill University

Montreal, Quebec

Canada

My dear Dr. Francis,

L
’(ﬂ*““ 2 Recently I read with great interest Dr. Max Meyerhof's article

[N ‘Mg on the Ghafiqi MS, Osler 7506, in your Library (in : Bulletin de 1'Institut

mo»

te, XXIII (1940-1941) pp.13-29, Pls.I-III). I would like to ask if
i could obtein photographs of a few pages of it. This is in connection with
an erticle Dr. Sarton hes asked me to write for ISIS, about the Dioscorides
MS of the Mashhad Shrine, Persia. This manusecript was recently shown here
in our exhibition of Iranian art, and thus I was able to have a look at it.
It is of course Mesopotamian, and I discovered that it is not thirteénth-
century, as was formerly thought, but twelfth-century, and was made for
Nejm ad-din Alpi, the Urtugid ruler of Mayyafarigin (1152-1176 A.D.).

Dr. Meyerhof was perfectly correct in stating that the paintings
of your Ghafigi manuscript do not resemble those of the dated thirteenth-
century Mesopotemisn Dioscorides manuscripts (see his P1.I) but the
cyclamen (his P1.II, left) seems to me to have been copied from the picture
of the same plant in the twelfth-century Mashhad manuscript. Under sepsarate
cover I am sending you a photograph of the hamama (Greek, Amomum); this
plant might be in your Ghafigi manuscript, as Meyerhof said that it contains
letters of the first hslf of the alphabet. I would appreciate your opinion
as to the resemblance of these plants. Further, I agree with Meyerhof that
the handwriting of Osler 7506 is Mesopotamien, which would support any
similarities with the twelfth-century manuscript.

I would like to ask your permission to mention the Ghafiqi MS
in my article for ISIS. And as soon as possible I shall send you the few
photographs we made from the Mashhad MS of plants beginning with the letters
from alef to kaf. Then I would like to ask if you would be kind enough to
send me, in exchange, photographs of the corresponding plants in your MS.

May I ask if you have pﬂins for the complete publication of your
Ghafigi manuseript? I hope so, because from every point of view, art,
science, and language, it is extremely important. Dr. Meyerhof's death was
a terrible loss to all of these fields. If it were ever possible, I should
like to come to Montreal, to meke your acquaintance, and to see the manuscript
as well,

With all best wishes,
Very sincerely,
Zlne s

Florence E. Day
Assistant Curator
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