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- March 14, 1931
¢ A

Dr., Wilvert C. Davison, :
Duke University Hedical School,
Durham, N.C.

iy dear Davison:

I am delighted to hear that one of the wards
of your splendid new hospital is to be named after the Chief, and
1 appreciate the honour of being specially invited, as 8 relative
of his, to attend the dedication of the Hospital and Medical School
on April 20. 1 socept the invitation with the greatest of pleasure,
my only regret being that I must also take advantage of the very
generous offer on the part of your University to pay my expenses,

1 ahal,l arrive at Raleigh at 7:06 a.m, on the
20th by the train which yeu suggest, but I shall probably take it
at Baltimore, as I would rather spend there than in New York the
ten Sunday hours which I shall have to put in between trains. And :
I dareésay there will be a congenial party of Hopkins men taking &
that tFain from Baltimore on Sunday evening. )

I suppose the celebration will only last for the
day, and that we shall leave Durham on Monday evening? I want to
plan a few days in Baltimore on my way home.

With xind regards and renewed\thanka.

Yours sincerely,



Buke Unitersiiy
DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

School of Medicine
®ffice of the Bean
Flease Reply to Undersigned :
Box 3701 March 9, 1931.

Dear Dr. Francis:

The Duke University School of Medicine
and Duke Hospital will be dedicated on londay,
April 20th, and I hope that you will be able %o
attend. The wards of the Duke Hospital are named
for distinguished physicians and surgeons listed
below, and we are anxious to have as many as possible
of the relatives of those for whom the wards are
named. The best way of reaching Durham is to take
the Seaboard Air Line train which leaves Pennsylvania ]

station in New York at 6:%0 P.i{., and which arrives in By o

Raleigh, N. C., at 7:05 in the morning. I shall meet K

you in Raleigh if you can come. #;uv /%7¢“qu ( ”,Jgﬁﬁqu‘ :3;
Yours sincerely, Y
AL Craen

Wilburt C. Davison.

S8ir William Osler (Can., Pa., Md., & Eng.)
William H. Welch (Conn., & Md.
Henry Fraser Campbell (Ga.)
Daniel Drake(N.J. & Ky.)
Walter Reed (Va.)
James Lawrence Cabell(Va)
Edmund Charles Fox Strudwick (N.C.)
Crawford Williamson Long (Ga.)
Ephraim McDowell (Va. & Xy.)
William Stewart Halsted (N.Y. & Md.)
J. Marien Sims (8.€., Ala., & N.¥.)
Francois Prevost (La.)
gosiah Clark Nott (S.C. & Ala.)

ohn Howland (N.Y. & Md.)
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OGLER LIBRARY
1 Vebruary, 1 .

Lry Wilburt Cu Davisom, ’
Duke University,

. Borth ¢ sroiipa,

Uy Sy 4y

Dear lavey

So glad you eap make it, If you had forgotten that you haed
evell published your Osleriama, the rest of us have, oo, even I, It was
st that I looked im that Abbott voly first to see, ‘hat I was vaguely

‘looking for was really your motes om ¥, O.'s autebiographiesl talk, 1516,

which you may have equaliy forgotien, but which you sent to Gum about
1921, I emclose my edited copy, mghXeaaaws,ifmmtmm / \
1t, though T've mavked it %o be returned, It is wopublished (Gxoeph for {2/~ o)
his opening sentence which Cushing gives on p, 516 of his 2nd vol, and the
good asccount of his ¢all to Phila, on the Srd page of this S, Uhe whole
thing would well bear readinmg in wmmtim with your other reminisconces,

I talked last night to the president of the Osler £0G.y &
finel year man Murphy, grandson of Osler's old colleagus and landlord
Buller, - He and the others agreed with me that it would be more mt’mmam
{to us up bere, far from the old terror of yowr "tabardillo™) to have those
reminiscences of yours rather than the yellow fever,

I1%11 suppress wy proposed guotatiop from the Abbott articlie,
anybody thinke be has read your romarks belfors - w}l, he'll agree
tha% ﬁmar are worth hearing sgein,

Yours avery

BUPCD



24 april, 1967,

Burphy, as I wrole you wants your Fiamay”
for our updergrad Journal, and prouto for the Jume
no., the last ome he'll edit, I thimk, hovever,
that it deserves a wider circulation amd sbould be
offered first to the Bulletin of the Hist. of ked.
(J. H.) or, thst failing, to the mew Journal of the
Hist. of ked. It bas the true Uslerian gualities
of amusement and inspivation.

I enclose s list of emendatioms which I
happen to kmow that it calls for, I hope your
approve., If so, I shall imcorporabe them om ilhis
copy, which Lilder passed Lo me, before passing it

on, upless you want it returned to you as 1t stands,

Ll F

WiFeCh

~~~~~~
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ir, Lavison m?a

i’gi, 1. 4 %0 end: s0 &5 & last
2y 3. 4 31 ipbroduciag
- &y %o 23 sesulapiue {latim, or) mapim (Greock - youlve porimantesu’
$ud like Humpty-Dumsty into & hybrid "iesculepeion®) |
8, 1. 71 while I wes obtaiming (othervise it is gremmsticslly %. Os This wes
Wy Gots pet symtactical sim)
6, 1. 4: is fat right? I hope you werea't injeeting it}
8, 1. 17: delete “ioyal®; the C, A ke C, GidB't get its i. i1l sfter gup wer.
14 :h*, 3.2 ¢ &-ﬁ. {there has pever beun ap ¥, 5. degree at eGill)
o 1. M» susser cof 1871, performing {ope of you is wromg here, His prise
mmmwwwn snd he seiled for m%}mmzs:wx,
1872, Yo, omdt the words "after my lasi trimcster® and swbstitute
as above, yrimting the cof 1871, in smare brackeis,)
o T - i}%law} of 1872 iitisﬁm apd is mot im the copy we huve of your
reealicetion of the speeeh)
1. 8: fr, bottom: (for) mmw {read) psthology (It wes Usler who added
‘the histulogy to the "Instituted'which had weant only physioclogy amd
pathologys)
Pe 24, 1. &s U750 titles® wague, Thot¥s the mo, of jlems in the lst Blogg
ﬁs“ Meude Abboit's imcreased the po. 10 15681, tut of course

*&&M” revi a
? g A » Wany being By ObALs.y discussioms, &e.

: MMM i4 different books and monographs, some 350
R %ml wﬂ&w and over 1,000 W ;m; the M&mx. {80, ) e
28, 1,91 (don't leave out the) food (afier goed) ‘
1,182 {ﬁmmmmﬁmw tw;;*n} dccture on Immort-

' that bis hesrers m&d 'm at last %a“ ;it} gickhoichan e

%;3.‘&;’ demy altogether the

#18-21s Wﬁam»ﬁ&amxﬁmuﬁm%mmm%
barbour is mot far off. and such a happy voyage, and such deer eome

panioms all the wayl 4nd the future dows wobt worry, It would be

sice to find Isaas ch.s 5on Heverey thers ... bub who knows?® (the

correct vwersion is ip | vole &5 pe 6793 your emtively mise
mwmmemgwémmmemm

8. quot from wemory &qremoulding it "peaver to the heart's desive®

, "sho knows' «mmzmmammwmmmmm'
clesrly 7. O.'s real "belieff I couldn't get irs. Re to change it,
&E&?&iﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ@h@%ﬁt%%ﬁ&ﬂmwmmﬁ%mﬁl’w
of W. Q.&%Myﬁmafmwi%amwmmt}

Ba Wy Pe
Usler Library
April 1947



Buke University : \ 4
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NORTH CAROLINA

®ffice of the Bean
Reply to Undersigned

School of Medirine { ’/7 WF

April 29, 1947

Dear Bill:

Many thanks for your letter of 24 April,
I should be very pleased to have Murphy publish "Rems,"
if I could have permission to submit it for republication
in 1949 in the Hopkins Bulletin or in the J.A.M.A, I
am hoping that Allan Chesney and Morris Fishbein will
publish Osler Memorial numbers in July of 1949 on the
100th Anniversary.

I should appreciate it if you would incorp-
orate in the "Rems." all of the very valuable emendations
which you sent me except that on page 6, line 4, "Fat" is
correct. I had always thought that the intravenous use of
fat was fatal, but the sterilized cream which we used was
innocuous., Recently Emmett Holt and others have been using
intravenous fat, Sherrington anti-dated them Wy thirty
yearse.

If you and Murphy decide to publish the
"Rems," could I buy 200 reprints as I wish to indoctrinate
our students

Thanking you for your great help, and with
best wishes, I am

Yours sincerely,

V. B s

Wilburt C, Davison



Buke Hniversity

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

September 10, 1949

Sehool of Fedivineg
OFfice of e Dean
Reply to Yndersises 3 ]
ey T
Z; 7
% VL/j Lo
Dear Bill:

P PR
Loriln: Pl
96.;'11‘5 Jb‘ru.

MW‘_‘,
Aec oo L1

Dr. Smith asked me to speak at the Founder's
Day Festival on Sir William, so I have been busy
this summer reading and rereading everything which
has been written about him' s that I could write a
paper. I enclose the result and am thoroughly
ashamed of it. I should be very grateful if you
would read it and tell me what parts to leave out,
both from the point of fact and poor taste.

I do not p to read a paper on October 6th,
merely to talk. realize that I can cover only
a small part of the material in this paper, so do
not hesitate to blue pencil as much of it as you
wish,

How tall was Sir Williem? I have tried to (~/ -/ ”

find the information, but so far have been un- -~
successful,

I plan to arrive in Montreal late in the
evening of October 5th and if it is agreeable
with you, I should like to call on you in the
morning of October 6th to be briefed for the
meeting that evening.

Hoping that this request is not too great
an imposition and with best wishes, I am

oetali, T B, A T pne yourg sincerely,
W'Z{/M{z.% /5{4 F o

od wad S ol Tl s Lne it

(e A o iy T L if 72, Wilburd C. Davison

‘:ﬁ\.q

L, o



Buke University

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

September 10, 1949

Sthool of Fledicine
OFfice of the Dean
Reply to Wndersinmed

Dr. Frederick Smith, Dean
Faculty of Medicine
McGill University
Montreal 2, Canada

Dear Dr. Smiths

Wilder Penfield wrote me that the Founder's = -/ / /.
Day festival on the sixth of October would be /™7 """
very formal, Does that mean white tie or black !t
tiet I wish to be prepared.

My wife, who is also & devotée of Osler, /'« /7/5';.,.4

would like to accompany me. Would that be ' j~f /s
possible? Do not hesitate to say so, if not, 4 ~f ot

I have a plane reservation to arrive in
Montreal on the Canadian Air Lines, flight #1u
at 10:30 P.M, on October 5th. I am planning
to leave on October Tth on Canadian Air Lines,
flight #23 at 1:00 P.M,

Looking forward to seeing you on October
6th and with best wishes, I am

Yours sincerely,

Wilburt C. Davison






Buke Wniversity

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

November 14, 1949

Sthool of Hediving
Offies of the Dean
Reply o Wndersigmed

Dr. William Francis

The Osler Library

McGill University School of Medicine
Montreal, Canada

Dear Bill:

I enclose a copy of the table of contents of
the July-August 1949 number of the Bulletin of the
History of Medicine as it contains several articles
about Sir William, The ones by Bunting, Fulton and
Courville and Spector were included in the list
which I sent you &8s having been presented at the
meeting of the Association of the History of Med-
ieine at Lexington in May,

The November 1949 number of Phares; the
Alpha Omega Alpha journal, has three articles
on Sir William, The first is an editorial
entitled "Osler Centenary" on page 5 (vol, 13,
no, 1), the second an article by Lord Horder
entitled "Medicine and the State" on page 6,
and the third i$ a reprinting of my reminis-
censes on page 13,

With best wighes, I anm

Yours sincerely,

K

Wilburt C, Davison
P. S. Dr. A. H. T. Robb-Smith wrote "(Osler
Centenary Celebration at Oxford" in
The Lencet, July 23, 1949, p. 168.



OSLER LIBRARY,
2 Hov., 1950,

Dr, ¥ilburt C, Davison,
Duke University,

m:m,

at&ﬁ‘%

wwmm;ummﬁwmm
good mews of 18 Norhem Cerdems, lady O, foresaw its faie and
it worried her to have to carry out the Chief's suggestions
This will make 1% all right, I sent that bit of your letter
on et omee to Johm, Malloch end Mrs, Chapin.

summer from the prof, of anatomy at Idmontom, a good Osier
fan with a posthusous magh on lady Oy , :

Grostings 4o your bettir hadt,

Hers's & copy of & lotier 1 had tmt it in the ” o V”’”J’

Yours every

Wy We W /

WPy ed

ps, liss Desbarats, my good seeretary, covets a copy of your

"0gler's Influsmce®, becsuse, "It answers sc many of the
questions that pooyia gsk you®, ©She's a good showman,



Buke Wniversity

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

School of Fedtvine
OFfize of the Dean

Reply ta Yndersisned October 16, 1950

Dear Billg

3 My wife and I have just returned from a
very interesting visit to Fngland, We spent two
weekends at Oxford and saw the Wylies, Allens and
Duncan Gardner,

Duncan Gerdner is now Regius Professor,
and he told me that plans are novw on foot to
convert 13 Nordham Gardens inte one large apartment
for the Regius Professor and two smaller ones for
members of the faculty, so that the rental from
the latter would help carry the expense for the
Reglus Professor,

My wife and I also called on Sir Cprarles
Sherrington at 12 Grassington Roed, Tastbourne,
Except for his arthritis, he was very confortable,
and we enjoyed our visit with him,

With best wishes, I am

Yours sincerely,

Gaorr

Vilburt C, Devison



Duke University

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

School of Tedivine
OFfise of the Dean November 8, 1950

Reply to Windersinmed

Dear Bill:

g Many thanks for sending me Dr, Cgmeron's interesting
reprint on Sir William Osler and Parasitology. It brought
back many happy memories of Sir William's hunting for
amoebae by rectum, On ward rounds, he offten carried a
catheter and pin to collect and demonstrate amoebae, -/

With best wishes, I am

Yours sincerely,

S

Wilburt C. Davison
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1951,
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Dry Wilburt C, Davisonm,
ok of Kedicine,
Diky University,

“% ina, U, 5, 4,

Dear Dave,

Thanks, espeeially from Miss Desbarats, for the extra
Teprints of "Osier's influence®, I had & letter from Mrs, Chapin
Vostapday praising it highly and hoping I had vead it} I not only
read it but discovered the useful “Bibliogrephy" which had been P
basely omitted from the Journsl though it had the affrontery to
Pring the roferences thereto! Crowded editors have mo conscience -
thats why I'm no longer one myself}

I'1l miss logie's enthusiastic correspondence, She
Sent me two touching deathbed posteards of farewell, You and I
Bay be Osleriolaters, but we can't be classed with Osleriolatrixes
ke Maudie and Rosie,

I like to think of you sunning yourself in Cuba or
Florida away from the Areiic smows of Durham)

Yours every

att/

hed



Dre ¥ilburt C, Davison,
Sehool of Wﬂﬂ;
Dake University,

Durham,
’u GQ’ n‘ 3‘ ﬂg

Dear Davy,

Se Gy Ly Ay ¥, Ly, National ¥, L, (shen the
Army, Havy and Adrmen stop serapplug) and Internstional
¥, L, (when the nations ditte), It is a lomg time to
wait for a waterproof roof for the treasure-housed

I've bewn reading your session of the Hom,
Consultants and trying to resd (without a Norwegian
dictiopary to hand) "¥illiam Osler 1849 12/7 1949
'3? He P %tp Er, M&mﬁ‘ﬁ 15,, Mﬂ, who sends me
the m’g‘ Trom"Hordisk mg 3%91 w m* an
8~pago pamphlet, and a rsferenes you may not have,

My daughter, Dr, Marian Kelan, and her brood
of $ plus dog are ssttled at Hochester, Minm,, where her
Busband has & 5 yeer fellowship in medicines

The best to you and your Veligbohiey

Wi sed
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Buke Pntversity

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

Sehool of Hedicine
Office of the Dean
Reply to Pndersigmed 21 June 1951

Dear Billg

Many thanks for your letter of 13 Junme.
I was greatly intrigued with the additional
information about the South African-Australian
Oslers., Those in Calcutta seemed exceedingly
prosperous, It was a huge firm,

With best wishes, I am
Yours sincerely,

Frar

Wilburt C, Davison



Buhe Pniversiiy

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

Sehool of Fledivine
Offize of the Dean
Feply o Hndersigred May 2, 1955

Dr. Wm, W. Francis
Faculty of Medicine
McGill University

Montreal 2, Canada

Dear Bill:

One of our pathology residents, Dick bBlaisdell,
when he was in charge of the laboratory of the Fourth
General Hospital of Chiang's Army in Formosa, named
the medical library the William Osler Medical Library.

When he returned to this country, he notified
the Army Post Office to send any books and pamphlets
addressed to him to the William Osler Medical Library
of the Fourth General Hospital, Tainsn, He has Jjust
received the following reply:

"Dear Sir:

The above mentioned mail cannot be turned
over to Mr, William Osler. This person does
not have APO privileges at APO 63 and is not
authorized to receive any mail through the APO."

Who s8id that the Army did not have a sense of
humor?

With best wishes, i am
Yours sincerely,

Wilburt C, Davison



OSLER LIBRARY,
5 uay. 19550
Dr. Filburt Ce DWiﬁoﬂ,
Duke University,
Durhp.n, ‘
North Carolina,
U, 8. A

Dear Dave,

' Thanks for the Army's repudiation of Mr. Wm, Osler's
maill It reminds me thats-

1) 2 Mr, ¥m, Osler, born 1921, of N, J. has published a novel,
"Premature angel®, which doesn't look nearly as good as Wilder's
one about you ("Du~-du") and Abraham;

2) ¥, O, was au?t?ed once Lo see his monograph on Chorea classed
under Ceographys

3) A Swiss mathematician thought it quite a joke that a skit of
his on Klebsts 70th-birthday should have found its way into the 0SLO
Library;

4) As I may have told you, one of our ex-Osler-Soclety boys was
consulted in British Guiana by a native Indian: "Name?® #B-0-0-B,7
"Surname?® "That's it,® "Christian names?® ®Wm, Osler,® "How the
deuce?® It seems that his mother was so pepud of being delivered in
an emergency by a Dritish Army surgeon that she wanted to call the
baby after him, but the wily surgeon pursuaded her to give him the
name of "the greatest doctor who ever lived,® and who had just died!
FWouldntt W, O. be amused?

Gorgeous pictures of you and Duke in Time. You loock a bit
grey, but positively thini 4An 80-year-old J. H. classm:te, 102,
of mine wrote me that he had only the last of the 3 B's of senescence,
Baldness, DBelly, and Bifocals, /Lo~ & arms A

The old pump has worked well for a year now, but Itve had
a lot of bronchitis, with a perpetual wheeze in the weasand,

Greetings to you and yours,

51/@/ k] /

W. W, Francis, M.D.
WWFscd



OSLER LIBRARY,
17 August, 1956,

Dr. Wilburt C. Davison,
Dean of Hedicine,

Duke University,
Durham,

B, Cuy U, 8. A

Dear I)&Vy ¥

I hope I thanked you for your kind Tribute in that
staggering booklet. Before I have recovered from that un—
expected honor along comes another in the shape of a vellum
(not ordinary parchment) Honorary Fellowship of the Royal
Boeiety of Medicine, London. I don't know who told them what
about me, John FPulton denies having done it,

Please notethat next week you are getting = most
desirable addition to your flock in the shape of a really
beautiful and brainy and dove-eyed daughter of Israel, whose
father Dr. Berger is an old friend of mine. She 18 Irene
Fabrikant, wife of Jack Fabrikant who took the prisze for the
best essay in our Osler Soclety this year/a surgical intern
at Duke. R & IV

Irene has been finishing ber McGill M.8c. thesis
on - so help me - methods of differentiating virulent and
seprophytic mycobacteria by the slide-culture technique. What
some girls will do for a degree, as the darkie didn't say of
Popsy digging up the typhoid pigs! Down your way shefll be
working for a Ph.D. under Dr. David T. Smith.

Ky best to you and yours.
As ever,
W, W. Francis

WiFsed



Buke University

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

Sehool of Fledictie i
Offize of Hhe Dean August 21, 1956
Reply to Wndersinned

Dr. W. W. Francis
Osler Library
McGill University
Montreal, Canada

Dear Bill:®

I was delighted to receive your letter of 17 August
and send you my hearty congratulations on the Honorary
Fellowship of the Royal Society of Medicine in London.

I was also very glad to have news of Dr. Jack
Fabrikant and of his wife, Irene. Needless to say, my
wife and I shall do everything we can to make their stay
here enjoyable as well as profitable.

I have Just returned from the International Pediatric
Congress in Copenhagen, and spent a weekend at Oxford.
As you probably know, 13 Norham Gardens has a tablet
indicating that Sir William lived there. The worlmen
were all over the place converting that delightful home
into three or more apartments. It brought tears to
my eyes.

With best wishes, I am

Yours sincerely,

it

W. C. Davison
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Buke Wniverstiy

BT 3 ;
NORTDHUZ:::LINA (Q /f; ‘4{‘_ (f : {;,"ra‘jf*
bei) f’," I ‘; ;:‘”” P
Sehool of Medicine | :
Offtce of the Dean 17 September, 1957 / i
Ml} in}ﬁmmi 3 e »
Dear Bill:e

There must be something in extra sensory
perception because I, in the same mail, received
the delightful sketch of you in SCOPE, and your
letters and books which Mary Trent Semans loaned
me. I am talking to the first year students on
Saturday morning on Sir William and the History
of Medicine and the SCOPE article and various
letters and books will add greatly to the talk.

I enjoyed being on the same program with
Wilder Penfield last month at the West Virginia
Medical Society and wish that all of us could
get together more often,

With best wishes, I am

Yours sincerely,

Bz



Buke Untversity

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

Sehoolof Fledtvine
OFfict of the Dean 26 September, 1957
Reply fo Hrmbersigned

Dear Bill:

Many thanks on your delightful reprint on

"The Death of Harvey" (if an article on anyone's
death can be delightful), and also for your catching
me out on "memorial®, I know how amused Popsy was
over the Welch "Memorial Library" and also how
shocked he was to find that we had named one of

our wards for him. He said that that was the first
time that anyone had named anything alive for him.

With best wishes, I am
- Yours sincerely,
W. C. Davison
Dr., William W, Francis
The Osler Library

McGill School of Medicine
Montreal, Canada



‘COo0PY
T Louder's Lane
Jamaica Plain, 30

Massachusetts.

B denr S iiaan
I am sending this quaint little knocker that my sister, Lady Osler picked

up for you 1n Darhaﬁ; a year agb last summer. We were visiting the Cathedral there -
soon after she had heard of your appointment to Duke University you may know the
myth of the Cathcdral being built on a spot where St. Cuthbert was buried - his burial
place being ordained by some uiraculous message as to a “aun-cow" and that there is
a huge knocknr on the door like this. 1 fear I an rather vague as to the tale, but
at any rate Lady Osler said, b ¢ nust get one of those ror Davison when he goes to
his new home in Dnrhan" _In tha unpacking of her trunk this was mislaid and when
I was distribdting her'things in her room I found it. She really got it as a Jjoke
but I am tenpféd to send 1t on t§ you to show you of her thought and hoping you
might 11kn it as a nenento. | ) : .

It 18 very sad to reel that those wonderful daws of the "Open Arms" are
over - but thshinrluences therefrom - 1s,Spread over‘the worldl Hoping all goes
well with you agd yours;in your‘tremendous work.

Believe me N ki

Yours very sincerely

Susan R. Chapin

March 23rd, 1929
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August 22, 1956

Miss Judith Farrar
Duke Hospital Library

Dear Miss Parrar:

I ‘enclos;e a letter from Mrs. Chapin, Lady Osler's

-sister, and I am greatly intrigued by the reference to the

"dun—cow" . Atala and I visited the Durham cathedral and
made 1nquiries about the "dun-cow" message but was not
enlightened. There are many "pubs" in different parts of
England with a "dun—cow sign, but none of the keepers
thereof seemed to know what the "dun-cow" meant.

We saw in the cathedral wall a monument to a cow
leading someone whom I assumed to be St. Cuthbert, but
there was no legend.

We also saw the original of the knocker of which
Mrs. Chapin sent me a copy. Apparently anyone who could
reach the Durham cathedral and put their hands on the
ring in the knocker could claim asylum and be tried by
ecclesiastical law instead of city laws. It is called the
"asylum knocker" rather than the "dun-cow" knocker, but

any information you can give me will be greatly apprediated.

Thanking you for everything you are doing for us and
with best wishes I am

Yours sincerely .

W. C, Davison

>
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more information. mmmm”mummwm
i gt ”m“ww*mmmwmmm St. Cuthbert.

p&mkWAmﬁmm mmlmmm w 'C.D

Sherly bresaired Jaled® (B4as of Merben)



FORDATION AND EARLY RISE OF THE CATHEDRAL

The early history of the cathedral is associated w'th 5. &M
of Lindisfame, The monk Cuthbert had left Melrose for missionary work
in Horthubia sad was made Bishop of Lindisfare in 685, Hs smctity
mm‘ms&gmmmmmdmnmmmm,mm
& m&em”mmmmmmwamwm&wxm. When
the Danes sacked Lindisfame in 875, the morks fled to the mainland carrying
with them the precious relic. They wendered over the greater part of
northern England md in 882 settled at Chester-lesStrest, where the body of
S. Outhbert remained for a century, mmmmwmmm
are dedicated to the Saint are said to mark the places at whish the monks
rested with their burden fyom time to time, Another Daish invasion
in 995 caused 8., Cuthbert to take to the road yet again, until the waggon
in which his remains were being conveyed came to a sudden halt and remained
i-movable at Wardilaw near Lurham, 'w(mm}mmmwm
their force remove his body from thence, which s
MM@M&&W:MthMMMhW
hearts of the morks and their associates and erpo they fasted and prayed three
days, desiring to know by revelation what they should do with the body o ..
Cuthbert; which thing was grented unto them and therein they were directed
$0 carry him to Dmholme + « + +And as they were going, & woman that lacked
her cow did call aloud to her companion %o kmow if she did not see her, who
answered wth a loud voice that her cow was in Dunholm, a happy and heavenly
echo to the distressed monks, who by that means knew that they were at the
mwmmmmquathanmﬁgmkamw
of their treasured Saint.' (Rites of iurhan)




Buke University

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

Scloal of Redivine 0 August, 1956
Offics of the Demnt 3 by
Reply to Withersigned

Dr. W. W.Francis
Osler Library
Mc@ill University

Montreal, Canada |

Dear Bills e

P
w some correspondence which I thought
would interest you, as an Oslerian, on the "Dun-Cow" and
. the replica of the knocker on the Durham Cathedral which
feed  |Lady Osler bought in 1929 and which Mrs, Chapin kindly

\ 1927/ t to m 3 Oven o
b sen O MEy Qe 63 bons
Sole? 7 / g Lot )L‘"""

With best wishes, I am .
Yours sincerely,

Nz

W. C. Davison
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OSLER LIBRARY,
10 Saptt’ 1956,

Dr, W. C. Davison,

The Dean,

The School of Hedicine,

Duke University,

Burhan,

North Carolina, U. 5. A.

Dear Dave,

Thanke for the "dun-cow! correspondence which didn't get
enclosed the first time. Remember me to Judith Farrar; her page
from the “Rites of Durham" interesisme. Has no one ever succeeded
in depriving your school, via matrimony, of her services? I have
a vague recollection of the sanctuary knocker at one or the other,
perhaps at both Durhams and I think we never learned how the Cuthbert
cow came to be "dunned®"; perhaps shortened from the old name of
Durham and really the Dunholme cow? I see that the ™donne kowe®
was one of the heraldic "king's beasts™ in 1548, and that she was
a "cognizance of the earldom of Richmond®. How she ever took to
the "pub erawl® is not explained.

I had an exciting day at Durham in 1901. The Chief had
told me to lock up his "friend" Richard de Bury, bishop of D, in the
14th eentury, author of his favorite "Philobiblon®, collector of
manuseripts, and founder of one of the first libraries at Oxford.
The verger didn't know where R,'s tomb was, but referred me to a
grumpy old canon who didn't quite tell me where to go, but made it
clear that he had nc interest in anything medieval., The kind verger
saw how disgusted I was and took me up to the library after hours and
showed me the Cuthbert relics which I was fain to worship, including
the fine-~toothed, double-sided wooden comb which a Saxon princess made
for him with her lily-white hend and which he doubtless needed but
never used (few teeth broken!). We found that Richard had been buried
beneath the northernmost of the seven altars in the Lady Chapel. Thanks
to the blowsy canon and his like all the altars had disappeared, but
in 1938 I was glad to see that the Grolier Club of N, Y., which got
out a beautiful edition of Philobiblon, had since marked the spot
with & handsome tablet,

Dear old Sue Chapin, the Oslerian spirit and New England
sense of duty will doubtless bring you an answer to yours of 28 Aug.
last, even if her hand is much too unsteady to be entrusted with the

address on the envelope. Only lately has<her writing and memory



—2—

become eratic., Bhe's ninety or ninety-one.

If I get any more light on the dunness of that cow I'1ll
let you know. Meanwhile, my kind remembrances to your Atala - /
now that I see again how she is spelled, She is not to be compared fwu-d ‘

with Attila the Hun!i!
A /

WWFicd
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Duke Pniversity

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

Sthool of Hediving
Office of e Dean : 13 September, 1956
Reply fo Yndersigned :

Dear Bill:

Many thanks for your most interesting letter of
10 Septembere I was delighted with your search for
Richard de Bury's tomb, Apparently the Durham Cathedral
people do not take as much interest in their treasures
as you and I,

I had a delightful letter from Mrs. Chapin's niece
saying that Mrs. Chapin had read the "dun-cow" correspondence
with interest, but because of failing eye sight could not
answer personally, Her niece, Mps¢, Revere said that
Mprs, Chapin was now ninety-one years old.

Knowing your interest in poetry and Sir William's
interest in the BIBLE, I thought that you would be amused
at the enclosed writings of the Reverand John Cotton who
was the Vicar in the village in which the Sixty-fifth
General Hospital, the Duke wnit, was stationed during
the war, ;

Atala and I visited the village in August on our
return from Copenhagen. The hospital, which I had not
seen since 1945, was unchanged and John Cotton and his
wife were as delightful as ever,

Seeing that I was driving a rented English Ford,
he presented me with his version of the Twenty-Fourth Psalm
and then because I refused a drink during the visit that
morning, he presented me with the enclosed poem on the evils
of temperance.

Yours sincerely,

Eavr

We C. Davison



The Ford is my car I shall not want another,

xgm&mummmmm

It sodleth my clothq s

4 leadeth ne into paths of ridieule for its namesske

It landeth me in deep waters

Tt prepareth a byeakdown for me in the presence of mine enemies

Yea, tho I yun down the valleys, I am towed up the hills

I feel much evil whilst it is with me

Its rods and its engines miscomfort me

It anointhth my face with oily its tank rwneth over

Surely to goodness, &adm%gwn'tmmmﬁhdmut
vm»zmmmmmxuﬁmﬁmmﬁmm‘

b.C. Ao
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The cow and horse live thirty years
~ and nothing know of wine or beers;
The goat and sheep at twenty die
' without the ai& of rum and rye;
The sow drinks water by the ton
and at eighteen is nearly done;
The cat in milk and water soaks

and then in ten short years it croaksy

The dog at fifteen cashes in
8till ignorant of scotch and ging
The honest bone dry thrifty hen
| lays eggs for years then dies at ten;
All animals are strictly dry
They sinless live and swiftly die
But sinful ginful beersoaked men
Survive for three score years and ten
And some of us the i ghty few :
Stay pickled till we're ninety=two,

A



Bithe Pniversiiy o b

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

Sehool of Fledirine
i ¥
@ﬁﬁﬁzéizgﬁﬁ 9 September 1952

Dear Bill:

Many thanks for your letter of the 28th on
"decaloriation”., I am having it mimeographed to

present to my fat friends and am giving it to my wife
as a placebo when she looks so.%ﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁle at my hugh-
appetite, and my sometimes vain efforts to curb it.

With best wishes, I am
Yours sincerely,
Far

Wilburt C. Davison

Dr, W. W, Francis
The Osler Library
MeGill University
Montreal, Canada



QSLER &xﬁﬁﬁﬁxﬁ
2 June, 18562,

Dry Wilbart C, MM,
Duke University,

lig Cuy
&’i sfﬁ e&‘

Dear Dave,

Glad you liked our W, O,, midwife, You won't be so
glad to get this, bubt you are a staunch emough Desm ( I avold
the.word "stout") to stand the hopeless excessof applications
for admission.

e _need.

‘ I promised an unsuccessful fellew I'd write to you,
He's Hobert i, Slack (but vhat's im a bame?), 1802 D, 5t., Iureka,
Calif, His marks at U, of Cal, were pot g abd he an
extra ysar here, but I gather that our climate got into his sismuses
about exam tises, Perhaps peivophobia, if the Greeks hadn't been
too semsible to have a word for exams, ;

: I recomsended bim to apply first to Nashville, where am
old friend of his and mine, Robert Quinn, ex-president of our
Osler S00es has recently joimed the £m§ty¢ Othersise Duke
would have been his first cholce, He's determined to be a doctor,
Itts tough mowadays for his types

~ Tell WMiss Farrar I hope to get to the lLake Placid meeting
and to see her thers,

Yours every

(¥, Wy Prancis,)
¥EProd



Duke Wniversity

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

Sehool of Hedivine 3
Office of the Dean 20 May 1952
Reply to Prdersigned
Dear Bill:
Many, many thanks for the reprint of your and Pierce
Rucker's interesting article, Sir William Osler's Obstetrical

Interest. I had not seen the article, and I am delighted
to have the reprint. Hearty congratulations to both of you.

With best wishes, I am
Yours sincerely,

Wilburt C. Davison



Dry Eilbuwrt C, Davisonm,
M;!a mei*w;

e Gy U, sﬁ:&ﬁ

#hat & pair of sky-irotiers]

’ Bo trace hers of ¥, C, Osler, Ltd, He could be deseended
from ¥, @2;:* wmutswm who W % boatloads ai &ﬁﬁn
to the » fighting off pivates en routs, finally se eTe,
Some of his doscendants went to Australia, whers there have been several
WW;WWMW$W1W1WWMW¢ Others of his

cendants, but not Oslers, arc aveund Simsbury, Conn, Joe Pratils

a ";‘*_'WMMM’M mwwmwummtm
m:m:""»f,“armmmm»gmmm* I sew s
badly wounded South Africsm Osler in 1947 who could searcely spesk Epglish,
wmwgwmwmmmmam,mmmmm
soended from Benjami

"Electrdenl Supply busimess” suggests the Birmignham
family, who promounce their mame the seme way, W, U, was interested in
ihem, but could trace mo comnections They sre chielly glass mapufacturers
and very wealthy, The Osler who graduated recently in medicine at
Je H, belomged to them, lmafﬁsmﬁwmhmﬂw
mmmmmmwwmammmﬁmm*awamwmn
cousing he hever came near me.

It ie not un uncoumon name, There are half s dowen
unacoountable Oslers in the Hontreal telsphone book, A Dr, Osler was
practising in Merylend 4n ¥, O,'% day, His daughter told me that W, O,
amhwmawmmmw,mmmmmmmama
particularly goodlooking; so th rd

YWirsed



Buke Mniversity

DURHAM
NORTH CAROLINA

School of Wedivine
OFFice of the Dean
Heply 1o Widersinned

6 June 1951

Dr, William W, Francis
Osler Lidrary

McGill Univ, Medical School
Montreal, Canada

Dear Bill:

While I was in Calcutta I saw a sign of
a big firm, F. C. Osler, Ltd., of India, They were
in the electrical supply business, Were they any
kinite Sir William?

My wife and I spent six weeks in Japan
with the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission, and then
returned via Hong Kong, Bangkok, Calcutta, Delhi,
Agra, Beirut, Damascus, Istanbul and London., It
was a tremendously interesting experience,

With best wishes, I am

Yours sincerely,

Dave.

Wilburt C, Davison



Dasy gﬂﬂ,
About time I amswered yours of July 17th}

: ©0 T can't understend about Slack; sorry 1 bothered you
with him, Stremre that your letter mm{d‘have'm back from
his home address)! He came back here to spend the summer, but
I've not seon or heard from him,

Hice of you to comgratulate me om "The World's Dest
Doctor® in "Hew Liberty”, but I had mover heard of the writer
(a ‘I‘amm.iug Mateh)mor of the gaudy magesime, It mag well
dens, and that's vhy I semt it to you, :

Your alecholie question is unsolved, "Hilk of the
aged" sounds like ¥, U, but I can't pin it om him, The reference
(46) 1s Camac's Coumsels to amspesch by ¥. O on alcohol, which
Camae quotes, is a mystery., It is mot in the Abbott or other
bibliograrhies, mor is the occasion mentioned im the "Life", mor
can I find "St, Hlizabeth Parish Hagesine,(london, 1205" in the
Usion List, It also escaped frohie Malloch's met, The mot
does pot ocour in three pages of motes by ¥, 0, sbout bis remarks
at an undated meeting, where he spoke of alcohol and the humun
machine (¥S. 7662, leaves 1355.41),

It is thoroughly comsistent with his preaching and
practices I think I told you onee about his imducing his life-lomg
testotal mother (o tske a glass of sherry every siternccn in her
nineties, and the comical farce we children always enjoyed if we
visited the old dear betweem 4,50 amd 5 "I wonder where your aunt
Jennette 18?7 That time is it pow?® « every five minutes, "Yom

Py Ty Oy



tm}a mskes me teke a litile :m
t it five yet?® It was certeinly

g Yours ever,

(W, ¥y Frapets)

WP red

Pgs,. I had Gmaim to ask Dr, Ba&hﬂi; who mtwm me to

mmmmzmwmmm&wwmma taat
. s=pression ’&m &a&ktw%ﬁw
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Sehool of Fedivine B laie 7

OFfise of the Rean 25 August 1952

Reply 1o Wndersisned

Dear Bill:

Many, many thanks for your interesting, amusing
and informative letter of the 18th on alcohol. I certainly
shall continue to use the quote, even though it may not be
authentic.

I have been on a fast scramble to reduce my weight,
and have found that the caloric content of wine, beer, and
highballs is higher' than that of milk, Perhaps I am not
sufficiently well into middle age to shift.

Thanking you again, and with best wishes, I am
Yours sincerely,

K

Wilburt C. Davison



