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Deer Dr, Francis,

I hoped to be in the library on the Monday
when the big news came from Europe, and realized that the
library would close. I left Momtreal on Tuesday, so had
to come away witnout saying good-bye or thanking you for
your kindness end co-operation while I was working in the
library. I thoroughly enjoyed it all, I hope to be in
Montreal not lateg than early August, so will visit you
‘again at that time,

At present I am searching for a small house in
the countiry, I hope to be settled somewhere in a month or
two, I find thet it will cost $19 for a copy of Lle
catalogue here, s¢ I am hoping to find a way to get someone
to send me one diredtly from England, Perheps when I em
settled I may teke advantage of your offer of the use of
the catalogue as you suggested, until I can gbét my own, I
must have it some time,

It will take me some time to orgenize all
the meterial I have accumulsted in the last yeer and a
half, When I do I cen get down to sq@y regular work
and it will be a pleasant change after so much running
eround, living in suitcases,

Thanks you sc much for all your Rjelp.

Sincerely yours

A0, e,
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[ Jhso / BLODWEN DAVIES

. 23 GRANGE ROAD
TORONTO

April 27, 1943
Dear Dr, Francis,

I em glad the Osler Library will accept
the Banting sketches, I asked in case there were
restrictions as to what was acceptable, I am not
anticipating that you will have them soon, but one
never knows, and I wanted to find a place where they
would be permanently placed.

There is something else I am interested
in, in which you can probably help me, I am wondering
if sir Williem's library pioneered in the idea of a
synthesis of knowledge such e ow underlies the new

philosophy of scientific humanism, Do you know of any

other attempt, such he made in his library, to bring
together in a coherent conception of humen knowledge ,
the various tributaries of learning, prior to his
work? Humanism was so long regarded as a field
devoted to arts and languages and philosophy, and so
exclusive of scientific affeirs, that I imagine his
vision of building up a humanistic library around the
medical sciences as a nucleus must have come fairly
early in the development of the new humanism,

I have an idea, too, which I have not yet
confirmed, thet Dr. Benting's socielization of insulin
wes & pioneer move in that field.

Dr. R.M.Bucke introduced a new idea into
psychology which contemporary workers in that field
are just now incorporating into the new theories of
psychology.

gince these things ideas are basic to the
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new scientific humanism, it seems to me that these
three Canadians dug the foundations upon which the
philosophy of the new age is being slowly constructed,
Dr. Osler approached humanism not directly from the
classical side, but from the scientific sidej Dr,
Bucke approached emergent evolution not from the
physical side but from the point of view of humen
consci ousness; and Dr, Banting approached the problem
of the socialized control of applied science not from
the industrial but from the humanitarian point of view,
If you can give me your ideas on Dr, Osler's
claim to the status of pioneer in thesyg field of
contemporary synthesis, I would appreciate it very
much, We would probably find that the motivating
idea behind his library plen was the keynote to- his
entire life purpose., His reverence for human personality
would be quite in line with his purpose of creating a
synthesis of human knowledge which would free men from
the bondage imposed by non-humen values which have so
far dominated our civilization,

Sincerely yours
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—"" 23 GRANGE ROAD
TORONTO

April 14, 1943

Dear Dr. Francis,

Since my visit with you at the Osler
Library, I have intended writing you to meke a
suggestion, :

_ I have two sketches given to me by Dr,

Banting. They were a2t the recent Hart House show,
I have often wondered where I would bequeath them,
Would you be interested in having them for the Osler
library? He often spoke to me of Dr., Osler, quoting
him or referring to his visit to Lady Osler at Oxford,
He was sensitive to Dr. Osler, as a personality, So'
it occurred to me that if you approved of the idea,
there would be no happier plan then to provide that
they go to the library at my death. I am sure he would
be glad to know they were there and I would be glad
to meke some contribution, even so indirectly, to
Dr, Osler's memory as e physicien and humanist, and
one of the most compassiomate thinkers Canada has given
to the world.

Thank you so much for some very pleasant
hours in the library and the privilege of seeing so
many things of interest.

Sincerely youré

[l o fiserc }W
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St. John's, Newfoundland

Dec. 6th,1957.

Miss Cecile Desbharats,
Secretary,

Osler Library.

MeGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Miss Desbarats:

I wish to thank you for your letter of the 26th
of November with all the information on the Jenner-Clinch
material.

I was also very pleased to hear from Mr. LeFanu,
with the photostat of a letter from Jemner to Clinch dated
12 th March 1801. When this has been completely transcribed
I shall send you a copy. I am having difficulty with some
of the words. Unfortunately Mr. LeFanu cannot now find the
evidence for his statement that Clinch was vaccinating in
Newfoundland in 1798, but he hopes to be able to track it
down and if so will let me know.

I am enclosing a copy of the following correspond=-
ence between Dr. McCurdy of St.John's and Admiral Pole,which
I found in the old Colonial records. There is much circumstan-
tial evidence to show that Vaccination was performed some time
previous to this in Newfoundland.

When Doctor Stevenson returns I would be grateful
if you could show hip this letter.

I will forward anything else of interest that I may
find.

Yours sincerely,

-

JOAN W.LAVIES, W.D.,D.P.H.,
ENCLS. 4ASST. CHIEF MEDICAL HEALTH OFFICER.
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Letter book 15. 1798-1800 (Colonial Secretary's office)
P 440-442.

Fort Townshend 3rd,0Oct.1800.

8ir:

It appears from a Petition presented by the In-
habitants of Portugal Cove to the Magistrates of this
Distriet, that they are under xrugzlifprohonsion of the
evils attending the catching the -Pox, the natural
way, from a knowledge that some belonging to that Cove
have been inoculated at St.John's.

Strong convietion in my own mind of the impertaznce
which the rendering general the inoculation from the Cow
Pock virus would be to mankind as adopted by Dr. Jenner
and others; and learning from the Rev. Mr. Clinch that
you have taken much pains in the sﬂbéeet, induces me to
solicit you to undertske the alleviating the apprehensions
of those people by the disbursation of this blessing to all
those, that are not obstinately determined against it,which
I hope will be found to be very few indeed.

I shall be most cheerfully accountable to you for
all the expences attending your exertion in the serviece.

I shall be glad to hear your opinion and determina-
tion as soon as eonvenient; I nm;i :
r
your most obedient
Humble Servant
C OBO POIQQ

Dr. McCurdy
St.John's.



St.John's 3rd, October, 1800.

Sirs

I had the honor of receiving your letter of this
days date §ignifying a wish that I would innoculate the
Inhabitants of Portugal Cove with the vaecine virus. Highly
convinced of the great importance such a di scovery must be
to mankind, and the manifest utility likely to accrue from
it, nothing can yield me more satisfaction than being able
to meet your wishes in putting into exeeution your truly
philanthropie intentions.

I mean to set out tomorrow morning for the spot
together with my worthy fi#iend Mr. Clinech, and fully con=-
vinced as well from my own observation as a relation of
facts from many medical Gentlemen of the strictest veracity
of its wonderful and singular propert{ of destroying the
variolous pabulum in the humans constitution; I sh use
every argument in my power to remove their prejudices and
prevail upon them to embrace the salutary effects of a
prophylactie means greater than any other in the annals of
Medical History, and I hope that the happy consequences in
lieu of any other advgntage will yield me a tenfold com~
pensation on the occasion.

I have the honor to be
your Excelleney's
most obedient and
: most humble servant
His Excellency, Jno MaCurdy.
Governor Pole.



From the Librarian,
The Osler Library,
8 March, 1957.

The three items submitted by
Mr. R. A. Davies in his letter of 17
February are returned to him herewith.

No further of fers from him will
be considered by this Library.

Enclss~



Air mail form

To Mr, Dennis Davison

21 Septae s 1951,

Dear Sir,

I am surprised to learn that the Greatrakes "Great
cures", 1666 (Wing, G 1791) our mo, 2822) is so rare, It
is nmot the same work (as you seem to susp ect, in spite of
the separate emtry im Wing) as the "Brief Acamt" Wing,
G 1789, our nmo, 28R4)s Our copy of the latter has among
the names of witmesses ("im the presence of") "Aadr; Marvell®
on p, 84 and "Andr, Marvel®™ om p, 85

"The Creat cures" is only 4 leaves; title-page, verse
blank, pps 1~8 text; rp. 6, not mumberedy. "Posteript® -
Names of 4 individuals are mentiomed, but mot Marvell,

I suppose you have & mote of the two pieces by Marvell X antlon
among the commendatory verses im the "Popular Errours"

1651, of J’ma Primrose (mo. 5736 in our catalogue, "Bibxmm
Osleriana®, Oxford, 1928).

Let me kmow if I can help further,

Yours sincerely,
Lo = 2

: W& Ve Fmaiﬂ, “‘D.’
WiFsed Librarian,
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43 Broomgrove Rd., y
Sheffield 10.

England,
17th Sept, 1951.

Dearx Sir,

I am shortly publishing an edition of Andrew Marvell
and I would be extremely grateful if you would supply me with
some information upon a smsll point,

Wing's Short-Title Catalogue (vol,II. p.131) lists

"a book which does not appear to be in any library in Great
Britain, It is:

The great cures and strange miracles of Mr, Valentine Gertrux,
1666, 4°,

I have seen the British Museum copies of Greatrakes's

Brief Account, also listed at your library, and I wish to know

whether this bock is identical with them apart from the title.
In A Brief Account Andrew Marvell's signature

appears on pp.83-4 and pp.84-5 under two testimonies of cures.
I am perticularly anxious to know whether his name appears in
the other copy you have,

If The great cures is not identical witﬁ the other

editicns it might provide some valuable information, but I
shall deem it a great kindness on your part if you could inform

me first of all whether it differs from the other editions,

Yours sincerely,



