DR. HARVEY CUSHING

YALE UNIVERSITY
THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE L
NEW HAVEN - CONNECTICUT

22 January 1937.

Dear Willie:

Don't make fun of me about that Vesalius to Cushing
book of friend Gumpert. He sent me his Germen book, and assuming
thset he was & non-Aryan, I could do nothing other than write him
a friendly letter, not knowing at the time that he was so non-
Arysn that he was shortly coming over here to take up his ebove
and, to get himself a start, wanted to have an English trenslation
of his book and requested the privilege of appending my letter to
it. So this gives you the picture. You as a tiddlywinker have
had sufficient intimecy with me at late hours of the night to
know that however I may appear to Gumpert, I am really not a
primete.

Your presidential address is ripping, like everything
else you do, and this particular reprint the more precious for
your having identified by marginal notes some of the persomns to
whom you allude, e.g., the 'sensitive, book-devouring investigator'.
I assume by this you will have received the Corrigenda slip; and if
you went any more of them, let me know because there ere five hun-
dred to distribute.

I am glad to say I am feeling reasonably fit and am,
temporerily at least, off crutches which I have been obliged to
use these past six months. Klebs has been here off and on for
visits this past month. He has completed his check-list of sei-
ence incunabula but having & herd time finding anyone to publish
it. He had a falling out with Johnson and Chapman, and now the
Yele Press has given him proofs, but the cost of publication is
agitating him greatly.

Then, too, there's the complication as to what his
obligetions are to Archie and the New York Academy who have al-
ready put six thousend dollers into the work. Just what will
come out of it I don't know, but I rather think he is tending
to learn toward Osiris, for Sarton has offered to take it.

It is lamenteble that he has not included any of his
veluable and highly unique annotations about authors, printers,
and so on, but is merely proposing to put out a check-list for
other incunsbulistic bibliophiles to shoot at. How it will all
turn out I can't foresee. You know better than most people the
difficulties that confront a bibliographer. But what would the
Bibliotheca Oslerisna have been merely as a check-list and with-
out the notes?

I have just put & skit ebout Ercole Lelli in the local

Journal, & copy of which I shall shortly be sending you.

With love to the family, I am

Mweys affectionately yours, —



; 26 Junuery, 1387

Dr. Harvey Cushing,
 Yale Umiversity School of ga&ieine,
- Kew 3&79ﬁ, ﬁann.

 Dear Harvey:

, : God Terbid that [ éhould mske fun of you

end Vesalius. 1 am just as likely to do it of him &s of
you, but certeinly doscent from Pother ibreben und his
pilans tor | ure put & queer slant, as you say, on the
picturs. &8s for your ®primacy®; did not Popsy himeelf say -
thet you had ereated s sp2eialty and & clinic which had
finrlly compellsd Turopesn wedicine to come to ‘merica?
#hat more do you wsnt?

e3

I got the *corrigené& a.day or two after
I wrote you, and as d=lighted with it. Here again, what
might have beem & dry list (to thoss not personelly interested)
hus besn enlivened by sponotations. The Oxford Pregs, N.Y.,
sent e three coples to start with and another three copies :
which I roguestad. .

; It is good to hear that the erutches are laid
agide and I hops it will be for longer than you seem to expect.
; ' It does seem & sheme that desr old Klebs should
publish merely a check list after all the work he hes put into
it. lNobody can ever expect to put the final fimishing touch to
& complicated bibliography.. It seoms to me thut such & check
iist would only delay the msin work, probably till beyond his
lifetime, with possible loss of much o?’hia interesting natarial.

I &hail iock forward to saaing yourp Ereale Lalii.

Yours sver,



=

2 Februsry, 193?,

Ir. Barvey Cusbhing,
Yale University School of Eediecine,
Hew Haven, Conn.

. By dear Hervay:

I snjoy=d the Lelli paper, sven p. 208 of it
which shocked my Latinity end drove we to your sources to
find out the true insigmificsnce of "Insignis®™. It ought to
read "scance® (lines 12 and 52 and ip the legend of Fig. 9).

It is & plural word both in Fnglish and latim and ths singular,
®insigne®, is obsoclete im Fnglish. I suspect that your Oxonian
sar hus copfussd it with the similarly sounding “"sncaenia®?

1 jearn Crom Bartinotti that the “inmsignis® ars the pictures,

erudzly painted on vellum, which they used to meke in mass

~ production to commemoraie speciel ovents ab the University of

Bologna, opns couy for each of the “anziani® (elders, i.e. senators?)
pres&nt. fach copy bears at the top, like Fig. 9, the insigne,

~ i.s. the "mark”, or comt of arass, of the pasrticular ssmitor it was
made for; bence these pletures wers callad “insignia®, but the

geatings they represent should not be so ealled.
On the same page %06, let the Cardimal "legato® pass,
though Cardinal legate is & perfectly good ¥nglish term, but I bet
old Spinolw will try To get vour purgatory orolonged for c&lliag
bim & "Gepevese®, the eguivalent of & hereiic in his days. He might
be Genozse, but his oame looks Spanish.

irchie end I are getting busy on the mew volume of

"¥.0.'s essays and addresses (since fequenimitas, 1908, apd Alabams

Student, 1808). If any ussful hints about a title, imclusions,
exclusions &c. occur to you, pleasc let me have them. The Oxford

Press, N.Y., sbandoned the ides when the slump came, but now Blakiston's

ars consldering it.

Fith spologiea for deorching yéur insignis,
: Pl s N

: : Yours, w&r'ﬂMMM/ﬁ



YALE UNIVERSITY

THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
NEW HAVEN - CONNECTICUT

DR. HARVEY CUSHING 5 February 1937.

Dear Willie:

/ ‘Uy(}‘j;g&,‘; : ~ Cruel man! Stanton and I heve been groaning
v , end wringing our hands at your skinning our page 208 alive.
o CﬁA4€»f§yé%; It is all due to my feeble [and even less than that] read-

: ing knowledge of Italian. It reminds me of the story you
/A43ﬁ~42M~Q once told me about the rubber tub in some one of the League

e of Nations [Genevese] publications. I published a paper

with John not long ago which contained some sad slips about
Volta's relation to Galvani which have already been hurled
back at us. I had no business to undertake the writing of
that preamble to John's bibliography.

By this time I am sure you will have picked up
errors in the W.0. corrigenda slip I sent you. I can fully
sppreciate what the Biography would have been like if your
eagle eye had not gone over the final proofs, for which I
have never sufficiently thanked you. You have gotten me
so inhibited now that I shall submit all future efforts

[ / ‘a2t historical writing to your attention before I shall
; venture to let them go in print.

Viets writes that he is growing fainthearted
about the effort to raise money for the Ewelme church.
I have an idea that a better way to go sbout it, if it
is to be done, is to circularize all the J.H.H. graduates
of the Osler days and to add Sue Chapin's name to the list
of sponsors and circularize her and Tante Grace's friends
as well. I doubt very much if merely printing the appeal
in a few journals would have any particular response. I
wonder how you feel about it yourself.

I am greatly interested to learn about your
and Archie's project toward & new volume of W.0.'s essays.
It will be well worth doing, and would of course include
the Classical Association address.

Always affy., and heaps of
thaenks for écorchéing our
Ercole Lelli,

N g

X

Dr. W. W. Francis,
The Osler Library,
MeGill University,
Montreal, P.Q., Canada.



i0 Pebruary, 18937

Ir. ‘Harvey Cushing, g

Yale Caiversity \
School of Medicine,

 New Baven, Conn.

Dear Harvey:

1 hope you and Eiss Stanton have not
sufferad as much as you say froe my jarved latinity.
That psgs propsbly won't bother.snybody but an old ;mrist.

: Thanks for the delightful address om your

- cousinp Teddy end bhis Baskervilles. BRilde snd I apd Hariasn
thorouvghly =njoyed last night this sccount of your boyhood
and Yariap would like to kpow which side of the brush was

~used end if so the cous@stency of the bristlss.

T have also enjoyed reading Ers. Reld's
nice book om Thayer which I did pot know was coming. The
 %itle may be all right but T saw it listed rather criminally
this morning s "The life and convictiopg of ¥. 5. T." That
strikes me as worse than findipg ¥.0.'s "Chores" under '

gmgranhy.

- Te shall certsinly include "0ld Hum® in the
Zssay volume. srchis has not yet got Houghton ¥ifflin's:
permission end huad an ides they might object. If they do

I may get you after them. 1 may be tmth&ri% you for advice
apbout miaaicns and me}nsians. ;

Yours ever »

btli 7 /

f 0 ol & e Al S g
o N adre g e



DR. HARVEY CUSHING

YALE UNIVERSITY e Sl
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Dear Bill:

Some time ago I wrote a letter
of enquiry to Dr. Byers about an old patient
of Buller's that he had subsequently reported.

I have had no reply from him and don't know

- whether he is dead and buried or on the beach

at Miasmi. Do please let me know on & p.c.
whether he is still able to sit up and teke
notice or, like me, an emeritus who is slow
on the trigger.

Alweays yours,

Dr. W. W, Frencis,
The Osler Library,
MeGill University,
Montreal, P.Q., Caneda.







YALE UNIVERSITY

THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
NEW HAVEN - CONNECTICUT

DR. HARVEY CUSHING

Dear Willie:
| Thanks for your entertaining note. I
will touch up friend Byers with apologies to him for
my impatience. It is quite possible that he hasn't
been able to trace the case that I wrote_him about
and that is why he has delayed in answering.
f}aﬁn Abl‘ Alack and alas, that you should have found

Sw‘aAﬂr"M&fc

,m% % u ﬁ{é%_f?b’w;j a correction to the Corrigenda! I know perfectly well

Ji hid Prme X1 (Rl

hectH ﬂ,;,fzyos

w ged 4, 19

[Qﬂl&/[?ﬂMA) Lﬂbl
ob&q /Vuhfyava papecy by W.0.

g

I remember the Jibbons story and almost recall

how it happened, because of my confusion with Pius [i.e.

Willie Cushing] who was born in 1903 and chosen for the

—

i

that he made this remark one affernoon at 3 West Franklin
Street. The impudent question, indeed, may possibly have
been put to him by your sister. Still, that is possibly

an apocryphal freak of memory.
Always affy.,

Pr. W. W, Franels,
The Osler Library,
MeGill University,
Montreal, P.Q., Canads.
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‘ Dear Bill:

Thanks greatly for calling my attention to
the article in Sudhoff's Archives on the initials in
Vesal's Anatomy. I would like greatly to learn whether
he has found anything more than Sam Lambert found, and
I shall hope ere long to have a chance to compare the
two papers to find out.

I judge from your note that you are back on
the job and I hope you have had a good vacation some-
where. J.F.F., after being here most of the summer,
with a long face departed one day saying he had to go
fishing with the family. I asked him if I could dig
him some worms, but he didn't seem to think it was funny.
I had supposed he was going to be gone fully a month, but
I understand he is back this morning, short of a week.
Whether this was lack of fish or abundance of black flies
and gnats I shall hope to learn in the course of the day.

As for me, I am still grinding out a page or
two a day on the life history and domestic troubles of
the meningioma family, the end of which the farther I
get seems the farther away. Anyhow, it won't be a best
seller and so you needn't worry.

iy -

gy

Dr. W. W. Franeis,
The Ogler Library,
MeGill University,
Montreel, P.Q., Canada.
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DR. HARVEY CUSHING

YALE UNIVERSITY
THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE CGyy
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Dear Willie:

Thanks for your amusing note. Curiously
enough, I opened it just after having said goodbye to
Sem Lambert who dropped in to pay me a visit after a
summer fishing in Maine. He had on about four sweaters
and certainly had ‘seen no barber for several weeks, &nd
beside that had gained considerable weight and was quite
wheezy in his bellows. Then too, I rather insulted him
because he brought in & deaf men with him and I couldn't

remember which was deaf, so I shouted loudly into Sam's ear.
or

Lucky I didn't see your letter first/I would have
been tempted to ask him sbout his Latin and particularly
sbout the howler on page 425. Anyhow, I complimented him
on the paper and asked him to do some more, and I think he
is likely to. But before that I thought he ought to get
out George Huntington's Berangerius, the MS. of which he
has kept in his possession all these years since G.H.'s
death. You will remember that Hoeber refused to print it
because he thought it was too Rabelaisian. If he and
Hoeber have gone to the seme place, there may be trouble
but I hope not. Poor Hoeber.

This keeping of a dog is no joke. We have a
thing called Trumpet that requires a good deal of atten-
tion. He too chases squirrels but hopes never to catch
one and I fear he may not have such a happy end as did

your Fido.
MRS e Aty
Sorry you feel your lectures are going slowly. —
Whether they do or not, I am sure they will be goodAwﬁen

they are finished.

KMways affectionately, with
love to you all,

Dr. W. W, Freancis,
The Osler Library,
McGill University,
Montreal, P.Q., Canada.
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Dear Bill:

I have just read your Presidential Address
before the Medical Library Associationm. It, is delight-
ful and in your very best style. Do send me a reprint
if you are to receive any, to put with my files.

Incidentally I find to my chagrin that my

i M name is not given among the supporting members. I

|

W,J-f" . wonder how that could have happened. I don't know

b
i
5

how much it costs, but it is a worthy cause and I
should like to be reinstated.

Aways affectionately, and much power
to your elbow,

. 1

m‘ @ WQ W. ﬁ‘ancis’
The Osler Library,
MeGill University,
Montresl, P.Q., Canada.



