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Dear Bill: 

I am simp]y delighted with the Copernicus note and 
am enclosing a check for five dollars for you to hand over to 
whoever it was that made the transcription. If you don't do 
so, I shall feel hesitant about calling upon you for things of 
this kind in the future . 

I haven't the slightest intention of using this for 
anything except to enhance the provenance of ey 1543 copy of 
Copernicus, and your occasional marginal notes magnify this 
value a thousandfold, particular]y your check on the "four 
times nine years 11 • Who in the world but you would have 
known to what "into the fourth novennium" alluded to! 

I hope some dey you will get around to sending me a 
transcript of that paragraph that some bibliographer wrote 
apologizing for bibliography in general. I always meant to 
copy it ottt sometime when I was in Oxford and now I don't even 
remember what the book was but trust that you will. 

Your all-too-brief visit here brought great joy to 
the household. With best love to you all, I am 

Dr. w. W. Francis, 
The Osler Library, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q., Canada. 

Alwaysy~ 

PAT HOLOGIST 



Dr. F.arvey Cushing, 
721 Huntington Avenue, 
BcsroN, 17. 2Iass. 

· t1anua:ey 
Tenth, 
l 9 3 0 

Ever so mai1y thanks -ror the excellent facsimile 
o:f Beaumont which came the other day insoribed to me. l have 
Ninscribed it to the Caler Library, to which it must belong. 

Behold to w~t piffling interests bibliog.,.a.ph.1 
has reduced me.- the fo.llac~of fa.os1m1les and the spelltne or 

·New York'! I notice that in the Osler copy of the original, in 
the copyright parag~aph on the back of the title . page, it is 
spelled ~ew-York, with a hyphen. in the Frenohif!ed f~~ion which 
seems to be usual on the title-pages of books prlnted"in the early 
decades of the last century. But youl' f'nosimile hasn't the 
hyphen, though it seems to have a very slight trace o.f it in the 
shape of a small dot near. the w. I think you said it was made 
fr9m your oopy of the original. Ke).t time I have the joy or 
browsing in your libraey 1 should like to look it up. May I soon 
have the opportunityt 

I can't tell you how much we all enjoyed our visit. 
?oor ~ilda came down yesterday with a very painful corneal uleer, 
but she seems to suffer most from the ne oess ity whi eh 1 t entailed 
or postJ.)Oning our eighth birthday party, \>thioh was to have come 
off today. 

7/i th love to you and yours anu to Miss Stanton, 

Affectionately, 

,Tv;Y 
/ 

t..-. 

d_.,.__~ ?-,.. t:c ...e_c-4._ ~ • -- ~. ---, , '~ cL "'3/ <. 

C-e.._ ~}-¥ r/lJ-<-r --,._;f-. t1~ '-".r-e.-~ ~-~ 
~ ~ d:.~ ./~, )~J~~~-d-~ 
~hzt. 



DESCHAlA:PS ON THE BIBLIOQ!\.,.PHER 

One word more, and I have finished. 

If there is in the world a thankless, laborious, difficult, 

ill-paid and unreapected occupation, surely it ie that of the 

bibliographer. "A bibliographer," says the man in the street, 

"What's that •?'' - and the~ is a. euphemism: "A bibliographer," 

say the scientists and a few scholars, ';fell, he's an underling 

who has his uses. In the first place he does nobody any harm, 

provided alwuys he is kept out of the management of our public 
fr.J'>,._ 

libraries; an6 besides. he can do us some service in hia~modest 

sphere. When we are puzzled, he tells us where to look for 

specia l sources: he calls our attention to scientific rarities; 
~- • Ac.· )l • '{ R-4, a.--.c{ 

and he's a walking catalogue a ea alogue, Heaven knows, 

that 1s/c'o~daily. 
/4-- ----

In short, a bibliographer may, on the whole, be worthy 

of 
J'~ 

consideration. 

Anqso, all you to whom I address these last lines, 

"Readers moat illustrious, and you, thrice precious ~ubscribers 

(for to you and none other are dedicated my writings)", if 

the bibliographer is helpful (and not~ censorious), if 

in certain respects he deserves some favors, please condescend 

to thank him for his efforts, and do not reproach him too bitterly 

for his weaknesses, his oversights, or even for his mistakes. 

P. D. 
", l.J.w.:;._ t' i 

Translated from Brunet's'Manuel du Libraire, Supplement , 

~P. Deschamps et G. Brunei. vol.1, 1878, ~vertissement, p.xv. 

The quotation is the opening of Rabelais's preface; with 

Readers and Subscribers substituted for Drinkers and Luetics. 

Vl~l-tv H~c. +-tv~ 

.1.1.i,~o . 

OSL 
'11. l.l. 1 -

r'\ I ,,......., r,\J 
- .. 1; \ I , 

r:c~! _I_ r i :vr.. S!TY, 
:1, • J • , • ·_ 1 , ( -=1na a 



PETER BENT BRIGHAM HOSPITAL 
JOSEPH B. HOWLAND. M. D. 

SUPERINTENDENT 
721 HUNTINGTON AVENUE 

BOSTON 17, MASS. 
HENRY A. CHRISTIAN, M. D. 

PHYSICIAN-IN..CHIEF 

January 9, 1930. 

Dear Bill: 

I was just looking last night at your note about 

the Copernicus, No. 566 in the Biblioteca Prima,and find 

/ 

that Miss E. G. Parker had translated the preliminary mat­

ter in W.O. 1s copy. Would it be an imposition to ask you 

if you could send me a copy of this translation? The Latin 

is too much for me. I of course will be most glad to pay 

for having it made. 

It was such a joy to have seen you here and I 

wish you would make it an annual visit. And do please 

cudgel your mind for something you can come down and give 

either to the local Historical Society or to the Medical 

Club which meets here monthly. It will help educate us 

and it will give you an excuse to get away occasionally. 

Best love to you all. 

Dr. w. w. Francis, 
The Osler Library, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q., Canada. 

-



. • 

Dr. llarv~ Oushtns. 
721 Huntington !ve., 
Boston 17, Maas. 

My dea:r- HaJ"'ley: 

December 13th, 
1 9 3 0 

Mrs. Harry Reid writes me that she bas been 
comn1saioned by the Ox:tord Pr~ss to shorten the Biography, and 
wa.nta. " &?J3' little point ot view" ot mine "that lB e 11ot alread1' 

LA-/ / _/ , - .1 b e.tt emphrutized". 1 wonder how she will do it? l am a bit afraid 
~ that the sentiment mav be laid on too thick. 
~ ~ JV~, 

·Jfy sister Gwen turned over to me :recently a 
great many letters he wrote to us children in the '80's and '90's. 
I had no 1dea that my mother had kept thflll. I don •t see your mark 
on th.en and am wondering whether you ever had them, and u· not, why 
not, Some ot them ar delighttul. I ay get something out of them 
tor llrs. a. 

~h18 reminds ma to notify you that I now have 
roolll for those precious cabinets o-! the biograph:; material wh1oh 
1t?Wot1ered to send to the Library. 
~-~ 

l bad a good d~ here with Klebs and only wish 
that l could have gone with him to do the .ew York t1brar1es with 
th two of you. 

The :tamily 1s flourishing and B 1ldak1na will be 
no less than nine next month. 

Lov to you and yours. 

~1 
lo/ 
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December 15, 1930. 
L. 
'-2 

Dear Bill: 

I supposed of course you knew about Mrs. Harry 
Reid. Just what happened about MacNalty I never learned, 
but the first thing I knew about it was a note from Cum­
berlege telling me that he had taken up the matter with 
Mrs. Reid who expressed great delight in the prospect of 
writing a short biography, and all that he asked of me 
was whether I was willing to have her do so. I didn't 
see that I really had anything to sey in the matter, and 
so she has gone ahead with great enthusiasm and I am 
sure that it will be good. 

I wish that I might have seen these letters 
which your mother had preserved. They were just the 

u-" ...,_ ~t: in the 180 1 s and 1 90 1 s. Still, I am glad that they have ! 
sort of thing I was looking for, for I had sc1all picking 

HA,.4 ,- -, ~ turned up now so that Ivlrs. Reid can use them. There 
~ ,e., ~ tZ,,;,J. will be material turning up for repeated biographies 
J W [,e,t....-.A tt.-/ and I hope some day you will get around to writing some-

~ , -~ thing yourself. 
~~--::: 
~t-C-, {A 

L /,t: - ~ ~ ' 
V'-f 4 I J,. ~ I 
~ :- I '1 Zfj • 

f.,)1', 1, 

I saw Klebs in New York and he talked most 
enthusiastically about his visit with you. I wish I 
might have been able to get awey to share in this 
pleasure with him. 

My time, as you know, is drawing to a close 
here and when I come to dismantle this office the cab­
inets will go to you and you will have fun, I am sure, 
looking over the material which I fear may have been 
pawed over by a good mruzy- people; but I assUE1e it is 
still pretty much intact. There are copies of count­
less letters that have never been utilized. 

Always affectionately yours, 

~vv> n ( ~ -o- , ~ ~~ / 

Dr. w. w. Francis, 
The Osler Librar-1, 
ifoGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q., Canada. 


