29, CHARLBURY ROAD,

OXFORD.
TEL.5633.

September 12th, 1929.

Dr. W.W. Franecis,
The Osler Library,
Montreal.

My dear Bill,

I wonder whether you have heard anything from MacMalty? I
have just errived in Oxford and I thought possibly that the Press
would have written me here in reply to my letters concerning the
short life of W.O, However, there is nothing and I assume that
it has probably been sent to America. Have you had any worg from
the Press?

: Lucia has just come back from France, after a very pleasant
holiday there and she seems to be in excellent health and spirits.
Her mother and father have gone on to Switzerland and return next
week. Franc Ingraham is still here, but expects to sail to
America on the 21st of this month. Lucia learned last night from
Lizzie that No. 13 is now in full swing, with some fourteen students
from Lady Margaret Hall housed there in bed-sitting rooms. They
dine in what was formerly the kitchen and old Ethel has been kept on
with two new servants and they rum the entire establishment. The
dining-room table is apparently a source of embarrassment to Christ
‘Church, as they do not know just what to do with it, and the students
ere uneasy for fear that it will meet with some catastrophe. 18
thought you would like to have these details, melancholy though they
be. v

Sir Cherles is well and has apparently had a very successful
summer, alone in his glory. Lady Sherrington is still in South
Africe and writes enthusiastically concerning her experiences there.
She has been up to the Falls in a canoe, which was all but capsized
by hungry crocodiles on several occasions. She sails from Cape
Town on October 1llth.

It was most delightful of you to have written to Lucia after I
weas in Montreal. She enjoyed your letter enormously.

My love to Hilde and Maisie,

Yours ever,

)d:h



July 12th,
19209,

Dr, J. F. I"ulﬁen;
Brigham Hospital,
721 Huntington Avenue,
BOSTON 17, Masa,

My dear John:

Bravo! What next? Of course the Yale Jjob could not
be refused, but I am glad you are to havg another year at Oxford.

I can't count how many letters I owe you, and I have
not got them before me, We have an International Nurses' Convention
here, and 8000 nurses have been dropping into the Library in the
last few days, and this is the first moment I have been able to
snatch to write you a line on your arrival.

I (and others) were very much amused at the account

of your Como holiday. Hilda and I and Maisie are at a very different

Como (PeQ.) 1t also is "not as grim as it might be". 1 come in

every day. We will be there for July and August. Let me know when

you want to come to Montreal, Perhaps you could spend the night with

us out there. If not, I could put you up at the University Club and

I could spend the night in Sown, I do not expeot to be away from here
 exeept for a weekend sometime in Toronto and perhaps another weekend

in Boston (at Aunt Sue's suggestion).

» We are enjoying the bathing. Maisie can already swim
48 strokes and is very proud of herself,

Thanks for the interesting Bath Oliver clippings. That
is an excellent editorial,

1 am reading over "Men and Books", be@sese there are a
lot of corrections necessary. Most of them were printed before I came
on to the Journals I am trying to think up some ideas for the preface.
It is a pious idea to reprint them, though I fancy W.0. himself ..t
considerdd. them rather slight, nerhaps, for the honour. He would have
been eighty years old today. How I wish he could have brought out the
Bibliotheca himself, and perhaps I gould have helped him, '

Ever yours,
ol LAt e R




29, CHARLBURY ROAD,

- OXFORD.
TEL.5633.

June 27th, 1929.

Dr., W.W. Frencis,
The Osler Library,
Montreal.

Dear Bill,

I wonder whether you havg seen Sir Willism Hale-White's account
of the Withering letters which Sir Williem bequeathed to the Royal
Society of Medicine. It appeared in the R.S.M. Proceedinﬁs for June
(section on thg history of megicine). He quotes you in a foot-
note as saying that the story in the(léfe’about their provenance is
probably apocryphal. I am interested in the group of letters
because there is said to be one by Charles Darwin the younger. I
have just written Powell of the R.S.M. to have it transcribed.

Have you any informetion about C.D. the younger epart from this?
The copy of his little posthumous pamphlet is in the Catalogue.

I am enclosing with this some of the cuttings sbout Bath
Olivers.

With best wishes to you,

Yours ever,

-
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« Y e June 25, 1929

Dr. W.W. Francis,

The Osler Library,
McGill Medical School,
Montreal.

My dear Bill,

I have been intending to write to you for some days to tell
you how much we enjoyed Hilda's letter describing the ceremonies.
We have also now seen Hill, so that we have quite & clear idea of
what happened. Everybody is most enthusiastic, and I am
eager now to see the labrary myself, I am sailing July 6th on
the "Berengaria", and will be in Boston about the 14th. I shall
go to Minnesota some time at the end of July, but I am of course
eager to up to Montreal for & night. If you will write me
a line to the Peter Bffent Brigham Hospital, 721,Huntington Avenue
Boston, it will be there for me when I arrive. What time would
be most suitable forme to come. Are you going to be away during
August on a holiday?

Aunt 'Sue' may have told you that I have practically decided
to go to Yale in a year's time as Professor of Physiology. The
offer seemed particularly tempting, and much as I hate to leave
Oxford, I felt that it was the thing to do. I will tell you more
about it when I see you. ‘ :

 John Beattie has just been here for the week-end. To my sur-
prise I discovered that he had been your near neighbour the whole
winter, and had been following every detail of your unpacking of
the books. He is a delightful fellow and has a great flair for
original work; much more I gather than his esteemed chi:f/g@g;,,;;a&

dined in College last night, (and dined very well). He/Says that .

his first-year students have been invading the library already, and
that you have been most long-suffering and helpful with them. I
hope you have & MS. of your speachj I have had no real account of
it from anyone, except that it was most happy and very impressive.

There has been a lively correspondence going on lately in The
Times about Bath Oliver,. I am saving the cuttings for you. w
was started by Onions who is attempting to find an early usage for
the Oxford Dictionary, I told him of Sir William's interest in
Dr., Oliver, and & day of two after I did so, Krumbhaar's paper ar-
rived in the 'Annals'. Are any early usages given in the two
letters which are inserted in one of Oliver's works that you have
there? If you know of any of—RE¥¥W OTtver, send them to Onions
at No. 7 Staverton Road. He will be most beholden to you.

With love to Hilda and Maisie, Yours ever,



Bt He Bensley
Department of the
McGill University
Montreal, Canada H3G 1Yvg

History of Medicine'k

Dear Dr. Bensley:

Enclosed you will find a XEToxX copy of. the
letter written by Mrs., Hilda Francis to ﬂr..and

MES PRl Eent @ Fayac very glad to be able to
lpcate it

Again I have to enclose our manuscript
examination form which in this case is a mere
formality; still please send it back at your
convenience. I was glad to be of service.

Sincerely yours,

Ferenc Gyorgyey j

Librarian :
Medical Historical Library
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27th April, 1976.

Mr. Ferenc A. Gyorgyey,

Yale Medical Historical Library,
333 Cedar Street,

NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 16510,
HeSh.

Dear Mr. Gyorgyevy:

Recently we have come acress a letter from Dr. John Fulton to

Dr. W.W. Francis dated June 25, 1929, in which Dr. Fulton refers
to the receipt from Dr. Francis' wife, Hilda, of a letter describ-
ing the ceremony of the official opening of the Osler Library at
McGill University on May 29th, 1929. At the time Dr. Fulton was
writing from 29 Charlbury Road, Oxford. I suppose it is most un-
likely that Hilda Francis' letter has been preserved but I am
sending this enquiry in case it has and is somewhere in your files.
If a search would be too time consuming, just ignore my enguiry.
But I do think that a first-hand account of the opening ceremoeny
by Mrs. Francis might prove very interesting.

Yours sincerely,

E.H. Bensley, M.D.

EHB/psS
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© Ore Karvey Cushing, ® sl

741, Huntington Avenue,
Beston, lass,

Jear Chief,

I had an smusing time yostorday in London. John Beattie of Montreal
spoke at the London Hospital at 1%: on Cairas invitation. The occasion
was most successful, and Beatiie made a groat impression; he is obviously
the man for Harvard; brilliant, modest and sn excellent lecturer, with
that extraordinary felicity of style which one so often finds among the
educated #n the North of Irelands Cairns had us all for lunch, and after=
wards we want to Queen's Square and did rounds with Gordon Holmes, One
sees the streagth of 3ritish Neurology on sueh an ogession as this, Holmes
is a shrewd observer, quich, accurate and agtonishingly resourcsful, and
his demonstrations in cerebellar ca808 proved particularly helpful. There
were several favourable surgieal resuits on ihe wards, but one sees all teo
frequently angry~looking, badly-healed wounds with cererbospinal fluid lesks
beneath the skin,

I saw Bligh for a moment aftervards, and he had that very rare pamphlet
of Charles Darwin the younger son of Erashus Jarwin who died of a dissectiw)
wound st the age of twenty yesrs after having used digitalis, and deseribing
its actions 7 years before Withering's books It was published posthumously
in LiXehfield in 1780 with a biographieal sketeh by his father,

At 4330 Sir Charles gave the firet David Ferrier lecture af the Royal
“oelepy. His references to Forrier were most hopp~ » and the lecture it~
self was interesting sand importamt. The audience J. rather mixed, and

‘included the Barl of Crawford, the Lord Bishop of W and Lawrence

Henderson.

I had dianer with Geoffry Xeynes; his wife, as you know, is grande
daughter of Charles Jurwin the naturalist, and occordingly great-great grand-
daughter of Charles Jmrwin the youngers She was most exeited last night
because she had just discovered among the books that had been left to her by
Sir Franeis Jarwin, the Greek Testament which DJarvin had had with bim on the
voyage of ihe Beagle. .

Keynes and I went afterwards to the Osler Club, and Hill read a most de-
lightful paper on the history of the Osler Library and the catalogue., lr,
Bilford and Singer were there, and there was sn netive discussion with many
questions. After the meeting we went tq the contenary cellebration of the
London Zoo - Keyned' small son aged 11 whs a fellow of the Zoo, and was en-
titled to bring three visitors which included his mother, father and myself,
It was a remarkable show, and nearly 10,000 attended, They have recently



Dr. Cushing,
- 2‘

agquired two Kodomo dragons, which wers one of the chiefl objects of
interest. I returned to Oxford on the late train.

Frane Ingraham is still in Vienna, but he returns sometime next
week, I fancy that he will be considerably diseppointed of Heagher's
change of plams. I shall be seeing you some time about July 30th,
and will probably not write again. :

Yours ever,
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29, CHARLBURY ROAD,

OXFORD.
TEL.5833.

June 10th, 1929.

Dr., W.W, Francis,

The Osler Library,
McGill Medical School,
Montreal.

Dear Bill,

I am esgerly awaiting news of the Dedication on the 29th.

I had a letter from Henry Viets, written that morning, but we
have not had anything further yet.

I am enclosing a communication addressed to Mr. William
Turpin, C/o Sir Willism Osler. It seems to be something impor-
tant and I have no idea who Turpin may have been, unless by some
chence it was Sir William's butler’ Possibly you can direct

it to a more suitable address.

Yours sihcerely,

Fed
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29, CHARLBURY ROAD,

OXFORD.
TEL.5633.

April l1lst 1929,

Dr. W.W. Francis,

The Osler Library,
McGill Medical School,
Montreal.

My dear Bill,

I wonder how all the arrangements are progressing in the Library. I
have not seen Hill lately; probably you have kept him informed.

I am writing now to relieve your mind about the Beaumont. A pile of
bocks came yesterday from Maltby's, in which I recognised a number wh;ch I
had not seen for a full six months and as I was taking off the papers lovand
behold the contents of one turneéd out to be the Beaumont innocently rebound
in grey paper boards. I was so delighted to see it that I immediately
forgave Maltby for not knowing that he had it and for not preserving the
original boards as I had intended. I had written him twice about it and
he had of course never seen or heard of it. Where it had been in the mean
time- heaven knows! Now that I have it again I feel about # 30 richer than I
did before and infinitely relieved. I only wish that my first edition of
Sir Thomas Brown would turn up in the same WaY e

I wrote to the Bditor of the Canadian Medical Association Journal on
behalf of the Osler Club to obtain permission to republish “Men and Books".
They replied immediately that they would be only too pleased to have this
done and agreed to co-operate in every way possible. I suppose that the
right of permitting such a thing to be done really rests with the executors.
I mentioned it casually to lrs. Chapin this summer when the Club was talking
about it and she seemed to think well of it. T am writing her again and I
fancy that she will refei the matter to you and Archie,as Sir William's
literary executors. What the Club proposes to do is to write a short
introduction explaining the provenance and circumstances under which they
were written, and then to edit the essays carefully with footnotes giving full
bibliographical details of books mentioned in the text and other information
which might be of use. I personally feel that it would be well worth while
to rescue from oblivion these altogether delightful essays. Though undoubtedly
turned out at great speed,there are some passages as delightful as anything
- that Sir William ever wrote. .

Arnold Muirhead is being married Om April 4th, after which I am being
taken off to Holland by Lucia and Dr. Ingraham under protest, for another
holiday. T shall think of you when I go to Blrgersdij niermans at the ludn,

(K275 S Ry A Ay &l fheds



29, CHARLBURY ROAD,

OXFORD.
TEL.5633.

27th February 1929.

Dr. W.W. Francis,

The Osler Library,

Macgill Universi ty Medical School,
Montreal.

My dear Bill,

I believe I mentioned to you some time ago that the
Osler Club wishes to reprint Sir William's 'Men and Books'
from the Canadian Medical Association Journal. They have
asked me to write for formal permission and I am doing so
by this post. I mentioned in my letter that you could
inform the Editor of the Canadian Medical Association
Journal aX¥8¥7the Club in cass they had any question about
granting the necessary authorisation.

We are very much concerned to hear that you have had
such a disagreeable time settling into your new abode, but
I feel sure that all the difficulties will soon be
straightened out. What changes have you had to make with
regard to the shelves? I suppose as usual the carpenters
did not make them of sufficient depth. The average :
cabinetmaker does not seem to imagine that any book is
larger than the Philip Oppenheims sold on the station
rlatforms. I am having some shelves made and it is most
exasperating to have to reiterate time and again that they
must be at least twelve inches deep. What will you do
with the big Swammerdam and Vincent de Beauvais? !

Franc Ingram is staying with us now that Dr. Mégher
has left and he is joining hands with me in some experi-
mental work at the lab. We find that by making a very
small bi-lateral lesion in the base of the frontal lobe,
Just in front of the chiasm, the centres of the hypo-
thalamus (the sympathetic system) become released and
the animal is reduced to a savage state in which, upon
the slightest provecation, there are terrific outbursts
of fury and rage. It, I think, will prove a most
interesting correlation between the cerebral structure
and behaviour. We were put onto it really by an acecident
that occurred during one of Dr. Cushing's operations: the



29, CHARLBURY ROAD,

OXFORD.
TEL.5633.

Dr. W.W. Francis. 27th February 1929.

patient moved unexpectedly and the base of the brain was
nicked.with one of the instruments; for three weeks the
pratient was in a state of acute mania, but gradually
recovered. As you know,damage to any other part of the
nervous system except Broca s convolution produces no
change whatsoever in one's personality or memory.

There is a young chap named John Beattie a professor
of anatomy in M cgill who is doing excellent work in a
similar field and seems to have real vision. I believe
that he is also interested in the history of medicine SO
that you had better look him out some time.

Lucia is unfortunately in bed with flu, but I fancy
that the worst is over. I hope that the epidemic has not
visited your establishment.

With best wishes to you,

Yours ever,

o



28, CHARLBURY ROAD,

OXFORD.
TEL.5633.

February 4th 1929

Dr. W.W. Francis,
The Osler Library,
McGill University,
Montreal.

My dear Bill:

Hill and his wife came to tea with us yesterday
and brought the proaf sheets of the Preface, which has just
come from the Press. I think it looked excellent in print
and is a great tribute to your verbal ingenuity. I am sure
that you will feel happy about it when you see it in the com-
pleted volume. Hill is in an excellent state of health, but
his wife says that he already begins to feel that he has not
enough work to do now that the Catalogue is almost off his
hands. However, he talked-glibly about doing a Bibliotheca
Prima of bibliographies, which will be a most amusing occupa-
tion, - Gesner, Haller, 2, uwt and all the rest.

Your friend d'Irsay has been spending several days in
Oxford, and is full of enthusiasm and amusing anecdotes ahout
all manner of things historical. He was very much excited
when I showed him the proof sheets of the Catalogue. He has
just finished a new Life of Haller which is being published in
Leipzig, and I believe I told you about his History of Physio-
logy. He is sailing next week and expects to be at Baltimore
on February 20th at the Welch library.

More anon.
With love and best wishes to you,

Yours ever,
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29, CHARLBURY ROAD,

OXFORD.
TEL.5633.

January 15th 1929

Dr. W.W,. Francis,

c/o Miss Ward,

1034 Sherbrooke Strest W.,
Montreal.

My dear Bill,

I was delighted to receive your card and alarmed
to think that I had not written you since you departed. Do
forgive me, for we have missed you in the worst way; in fact
Oxford will never seem quite the same to us without your pres-
ence.

We had a pleasant time at Christmas and thought of you on
the water and drank your health. Lucia and I went off to
Paris on the 28th, and *Aunt Sue' and Margaret followed a day
or two later after turning over the keys to Christ Church.
They stayed in Paris, four days and then went on to Rome. They
seemed much cheered by the change, and I think their stay in
Rome with Mrs. Wright will do them good.

Lucia and I had a delightful time in Paris. There was a
meeting of the Société Internationale de 1'Histoire de la Mé-
decine which Sgudhoff attended. It was a most amusing gather-
ing and Sgudhoff made a speech in atrocious French, suggesting
that at the next meeting in Italy a monument be erected to Darem-
berg, and that he, Spudhoff, had been credibly informed that
Mussolini would bear the expense. The Frenchmen greeted the
suggestion with acclaim. Sgudhoff also spoke at the dinner
afterwards, but his French grew worse as the evenigg progressed.
Afterwards d'Irsay and I took him to a café at MonQJ?arnasse as
d'Irsay thought that he had stayed long enough and might make
blunders if he stayed longer in the society of Frenchmen.

I had a most successful time in the Paris book-shops and
succeeded in finding many things that I had long wanted, especi-
ally relating to the history of neurology. I procured also an
Eloy. The Laennecs have risen out of sight and there is now a
facsimile of the 2nd edition. I have an extra copy which I shall
send you if the library does not already possess it. Let me know.
We shall be eager to hear how things fare with you and how the un-
packing of the library progresses.

Our love to you and Hilda and Maisie,

Yours ever,

Yot
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