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Dr. R.egina.1.d Fitz, 
56 i'iahu'lt. Place, 
Brookline, Mass .. 

The Osler Library 
McGill Un.iversi~y 
~oatreal, Canada 
4 January> 1954 

Tbe ::nglish trunslat,.ion of Rruna.11zini, #5761, has the 
book-plate of T. N. Bruaht'ield, M.D., F .. S .. li.,(Fellow ot the Society of 
Antiquaries.), and was probably bollght by W. o. at a.uctiou at the ea.le 
of his library some time &bout 1911. Bruabfield lived 1828-1910, 

apcillt his 1!1Hdienl life, l&:2-i3f~, aa .3u,;,,irlnt1mdnnf, ot E"~s~rlume. 1 c:.mi wus 
a '.J:ion~er in 2llglat'ld ot' thf;:: non-restni.iBt. treat.rrent. His rut.ired to 
Devonsb.lre in 1882 and ~.fi$nt the rest of his lite eoll@ctin{t• His. chief 
work was the Life of Sir Wslier Rhle1gh. The Raleigh it(!;JnS from nie 
library went to ~Jc.et.er, but. t.he at.her$, about 10,000 volwaes, were sold, 
and 14 of these• Mre picked. uo by W .o. 'r,twy 1:;,1·e L'ldex-0d :under upook­
platasn on p .. ?14 o.t" thee Ctl!t,':1.logue. 

That is an ext.raordillory lt.nr fi>r 17251 I see,m to remember 
Archie Malloch a few yettr$ &go calling in.r attention to some early_iiensure;\_~ w 
perhaps t.bi.s law of yours? i~sk llim, 1-f you are not al.reedy in touah with 
him. I tholl({ht it was in eonnection with tbe N. t. Ae&demy•s exhibit of 
early m,3dical ~riotma ln 192.6, but I have just·been through tbeir 
catalogue, whieh has only 1''4'o lead-po.isoniDg items> S7 and 38, nar,,.ely, 
C&d'Walader, •Essay on the W'3st-Indl."I Dry--Oripesfl, printed: by Bea .. Frtinklin, 
l.745, in whleh they are att.ribut.ed only to the quaatit.y 8Dd potency of the 
ru.1:, 8..od, secondly, Franklin's ».tettor to Benjamin Ve.ughann,. l'la6, on the 
ttdry-beJ.ly-achn • ..q.:,ai,1 i et: eltkiao ta>~ .-lR".tte &eid' err= .a:lh'tt") gtP~ 

QD .~lit trr, • J"'tfflt~ SoaCPi:aitt~:Wi.s iiltt a,.. au;lipiltwelftf ~lf'~ptM"ts" .. 

1!:$~ ls: l'lO ~.uatl.oo of any iHl.S.~iJ;l c.la af...Mta 11 ia, ~ 

I'm glad you led me to ft.um.,,.zzini. I 1d nevex• ~:a.d into him 
before, and there• s a lot of h.Ut:J.an as M ; l l as medical inv.:res1i in tb<: book. 
In its 274 pp. there are 43 chapters, each devoted to a particular trade. 
onl:, f'iv,? of these. l. 5, 11 8 a~ 21, .seem to have any possible C()JlQection 
with lead. I give you below a hint of thalr .leaden cor:at.ents. ThE.."Y are 
pretty met.gre, as you' 11 Bee. I woitld 1:;lsdly get, photoatats for you or any 
or s.11 or these pa,sm$.ges, but I don•t. .know where t.o begin -or E:·m:i• or whether 
il:my would be of any use to you .. 

In Ch. I, aor the d1saasea of Metal-Diggeren, pp. 1-1.5, he 
says it istl't. possible to distinguish the effects of the different motals, 
whiehare always mlx.twe~ in t,1e mines, and be only onee 1teat1ons lead, saying 
that Wedf~llus in his uPathologia Medi.ea. Dogmaticatt {sect. .. -2, C6.p. 9} JDentions 
an ~.sthma irontanuru on 11hicb "st.:>ekius 1.writ a whole Treatise 11 imptJ.ting "all 
the Mischief tot.be Quick5ilver of Lead; for we must knO'IJ, that. Lead contains 
a. great deal ot Mercury to \Vhie.h it owes its Gravit;r". (p. ?). 

ID Ch. V, 8 Potter&", pp .. 29-54, he describes the process of 
grinding the lead and glazing. Jt is ttese 100n who got the severe eymptoms, 
but a' most. all who work in a 1X>t tery are "wan complexion 'd". 

(The a.noa111ous transl.ator was a spelling retoJ'ller. I never 
saw another book with such a prufasion of apostrophes: almost is always a•most, 
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them •ea, I am J•m, does do•s, medicine med 1ciDe!). 

In Ch. VII, "Glass-makers", only those who work iu colouring 
glass are af!'ected. This be at.trioutes to he 1 lllineralsn and the heat, 
b t wi hout mentioning lead. 

In Ch. V lI, 11 Paint.Br.s" (pµ. t~-45}, he seems to write only of 
artists. They lead a sedentary life, but (p. 40) "the principal cause of 
their .sicUyness is the 'atter of the Colors that's always among their 
Bands, and under their Nose; I mean the red Lead, CiJma ar, Ceruss ... ' 
(p. 4l)( r.ll the world kno s that Cinnabar is the offspring of Mercury, 
Ceruas is made of Lead, Verciigrise of Copper, and t.he Ultrrunariue color of 
Silver. 11 He gives a few cases. Noll.her h•5rs or else•llero, a • a rent.17, is 
there uDf mention of colic among tne sympto.tt.ts- pallorJ,;onSLija~ion~ 
melancholy, loss of te-th, tremoling, eonvu.l. ions, ~~. I\ 

In Ch. XXt, "Of' the Aiseu e& incident to Vint.DE!rs, and Bt'w•ers of 
!le and 3e&~n (pp. 129-140), he advertises the wine industry of his town, 
tloden , and apaak.s or the di tilling :)f brandy, which. is uone in Copper 
Vessel.a (p. 1501 • 1'he work:men6grow 1.athargic, leagre, dejected a.ad Vertiginous 
with little or no .i-tp1,-etite". He attrioutes t.his 'to a cbronie partial Drunken­
ness from thn fumes,. alla dbcusse hether tbis is due to a ,vola.t.ile acid or 
alkali, giving bis own reasons {p. Ui~) tor ascribing it to ttthe 81tl.pburJ ·us 
and alkaline parts".. '.l'h:•ire ia no il'ldice.tion of any suspicion or metallic 
poisoning. 

Willis in his r.De anima brutorumtt:t 1672 (#4250), pt. 2, eh. 15, on 
eollc, and eh. 9, on '™'l"aly&b (which, he says, trequentl;r follows colic), bas 
no suspicion of lead. Tn':I firat mentio& or it-, that I.can hurriedly find, is 
in d '1 P2:~n•s cls.ssical work 0'1 lead colic, "De colica Pict.onuan, 1745 (#2860), 
p. 12, when be quotes from his own shorthand notes of Boerbaave.ts published 
lectures, 1751-4. B. says thfit aint~rs and otho?r workers in lead are 
particularly liable to colic. Ba suspects the sweet taste or Rhine ~ine to be 
due to lead, and eotions that a dealer was hanged in Ger.nany- tor adulterating 
the wine with lead. Also he bad seen cases which he eusoected to be lead 
oi oning due to drinking such rjne. 

Le£d is said to have been otteu suspected in the colic of wine l!Uikers 
and drinkera, but I've nev~r se~n a referGnce to a specific mention of it earlier 
than de Ea.en. 

I 

Happy Ne Year to rou) and yours. 

Yours ever, 
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TELEPHONE BEACON 3911 

DR. REGINALD FITZ 

THE LONGWOOD MEDICAL BUILDING 

319 LONGWOOD AVENUE 

BOSTON 

March 18, 1945 

Dr. W.W. Francis, 
Osler Library, HcGill University, 
Montreal, Canada. 

Dear Bill: 

Thanks ever so much for writing me about my friend. 1::iortl. fTAIJ)Jt: 
Abbott says that one time he was titular Professor of Medicine 
at McGill. He must have been an interesting chap; at least, 
when he was here he studied under Dr. Waterhouse and was regard­
ed by his contemporary colleagues and teachers as one of those 
totally fearless youths who always are interesting. His sub­
sequent career that you describe would seem to bear out the 
reasonableness of the manner in which he was sized up by the 
boys here. 

Thanks ever so much for your trouble. 

Yours sincerely,~­
("'"'~' 

Reginald Fitz, M.D. 
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DR. REGINALD FITZ J 
THE LONGWOOD MEDICAL BUILDING 

319 LONGWOOD AVENUE 

BOSTON 

Dr. William Francis, 
Csler Library, 
' !cGill University, 
~ontreal, Canada. 

Dear Bill: 

-t 2 p. C • _5 ~ 1,,,-,y a.-:-~ 
/4--... T,v./1-,;-~ j, l~. t ./.,,}: 

February 28, 1~, 

Can you by any chance lay your hands on a copy in Canada of the booklet by Valery-Radot entitled "Pasteur Pastelliste": It was printed in a very limited edition and to the best of my knowledge and belief there is no copy of it in the United States. I am very anxious to see it if I possibly can and wonder whether by any chance there happens to be a copy of the book in Canada. 

How are you? 

Best wishes and Good luck. 
As ever, 

((l)lM-~:) ~ 
Reginald l!,itz, M.D. 
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Love to Phoeb~ and a]l of you. 

Yours ever, 



T1';LEPHONE BEACON 3911 

DR. REGINALD FITZ 

THE LONGWOOD MEDICAL BUILDING 

319 LONG WOOD A VENUE 

BOSTON 

Dr. William Francis, 
Osler Library, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Canada. 

Dear Bill: 

November 27, 1941 

I am still in the throes of my Waterhouse paper and in this 

connection I wonder whether you can tell me about No. 1264 

in the Osler Library. Do you happen to know where this 

particular item came from~ 

Love to the family. 
As ever, 

~j~~ ~-

Reginald Fitz, M.D. 
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TELEPHONE BEACON 3911 

DR. REGINALD FITZ 
THE LONOWOOD MEDICAL BUILDING 

319 LONOWOOD A VENUE 

BOSTON 

Dr. \lilliam Francis, 
Osler Library, 
l~Gill University, 
Montreal, Canada. 

Dear Bill: 

July 21, 1941 

At the moment Iain struggling with my friend 
Ben,iamin ',laterhouse. fill you tell me something ebout 
"The Origin of the Vaccine Inoculation" by Jenner published 
in 1801'? In the bibliotheca you heve it listed as #1261 . 

Dr. Jenner sent Waterhouse a cony of this little 
reprint, and on the reprint w~ich Jenner sent, ooDosite the 
title page is the following bit of artistry . I have re-
nroduced it very badly but what it shows is a young women's 
arm with the vaccination on it, she holdinr; in her hand a 
rose, and above the arm is c1 scroll on which is nrinted, 
t1vaccine inoculation". have no other copy of this 
particular ~rint in Boston. I "'ID ·writing you to find out 
whet 1er the lady's arm, etc., v;ras part and parcel of the 
reprint as it was 1aade orifJ..nally or whether by any chrnce 
Jenner had the lee:end put on for the benefit of Waterhouse. 

"la terhouse e.nG. Jenner had a Food deal of very friendly 
correspondence and <Jenner not. only sent i'laterhouse virus but 
also a snuff box, some lancets, rmd a china tea set, all in 
token of their friendship . I aave wondered, therefore, 
whether the decoration to the rerrint was a common one or 
·whether, by any chance, Jenner had this put on for his friend ' s 
benefit . 

As ever, 

Encl. 
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