The Osler Library
¥eCill University
Hontreal, Canada
4 Japuary, 1954

Dr. Reginaid Fits,
56 Walnut Place,
B8rookline, Msss.

. Dear Reg:

The "nglish translation of Ramaszini, #5761, has the

book-plate of T. N. Brushfield, W.D., F.S5.i.(Fellow of the Soclety of

intiquaries), and was probably bought by ¥. O. at auction &t the sale

of his library some time sbout 1911. Brushfield lived 1828-1917,

spent his medical 1ife, 185£-3%Z, as superintendant of asylums, =nd was

s ploneey in Zmgland ot the pon-restraint tresiment. He retired to
Devonshire in 1882 and spent the rest of his life collecting. His.chlef
work was the Life of Sir Wslter Raleigh. The Raleigh items from his
library went to Ixeter, but the others, about 10,000 volumes, were sold,
and 14 of thesec were pieked up by ¥.0. They are indexed under "Book-
plates® on p. 714 of the Catelogue.

That is sn extraordinary law for 17231 I seem to remember
irchie Halloch a few years ago calling my attention to some e&r]‘.ﬂm,\aﬂ o
perbaps this law of yours? Ask him, if you are not already in touch with
him. I thought it wes in conmnection with the N. Y. Academy's exhibit of
early medical imericapns in 1986, but I have just been through their
catalogue, which has only two lead-poisonimg items, 37 and I8, nawely,
Cadwalader, "Issay on the West-Indias Dry-Oripes®, printed by Bem. Franklin,
1745, in which they are attributed only to the quantity and potenmcy of the
rum, and, seconély, Franklia’s 'Lstmr to ﬂenjamin ?‘emghan . 1?36, on the

@ngx»~ mam of any el af ateiid oAt

I'm glad you led me to Remszzini. I'd never read into him
before, and thers's & lot of human as well as medical interest im the book.
In its 274 pp. there are 4% chapters, each devoted to a particular trade.
Only five of these, 1, 5, 7, 8 and 21, seem to have any possible connection
with lead. I give you below & hint of their leaden contents. They are
pretty mesgre, as you'll gee. I womld gladly get photostats for you of any
or all of thess passsges, but I don't know where to begin or end, or shether
they would be of any use to you.

In Ch. I, ®*Of the diseases of Metal-Diggers®", pp. 1-15, he
says it isn't possible to distinguish the effects of the different metals,
whichars always mixtures in t)e mines, and he only once mentions lead, saylng
that Wedelius in his "Pathologia Medica Dogmatica"™ (sect. 2, cap. 9) mentions
an isthma Montepum on which "Stockius writ a whole Treatise® imputing "all
the Hischief to the Quicksilver of Lead; for we must know, that Lead contains
a great deal of Mercury to which it owes its Gravity". {p. Y}

In Ch. V, "Potters", pp. £8-84, he describes the process of
grinding the lead snd glazing. It 1s these men who gel the severe syaptoms,
but a'most all who work in & potiery are "wan complexion'd”. :

(The anonymous translator wes a spelling reformer. I never
saw znother book with such a prufusion of aposirophes: almost is always a'most,
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them 'em, I aa.)‘u, does do's, medicine med'einel).

In Ch. VII, "Glass-makers®, aaly/thaaa who work in colouring
glass are affected. This he attributes to the "minersls® and the heat,
but without mentioning lead.

Ian Ch. VIII, "Painters® (pp. 59-43), he seems to write only of
artists. They lead a sedentary 1life, but (p. 40) "the principal Cause of
their sicklyness is the ¥atter of the Colors that's always among their
Hands, snd under their Nose; I mean the red Lead, Cinnabar, Ceruss... ™
(p. 41)¢211 the world knoes that Cinnabar is the offspring of Mercury,
Ceruss is made of lead, Verdigrise of Copper, and the Ultramarime color of
Silver." He gives a few cases. Neither hers or eleewhere, apparently, is
there sny mention of colic among the symptoms- pellor, comstipation,
melancholy, loss of testh, tremoling, eonvuiaions, /kk;,tﬂﬂjs/la,Js

In Ch. XXI, "Of the 8isesses incident to Vintners, and Srewers of
#le and Beer® (po. 129-140), he sdvertises the wine industry of his town,
Kodena, and speaks of the distilling of brandy, which is done in Copper ;
Vessels {p. 130)}. The workmen®grow letharsgic, Meagre, dejected and Vertiginous
with little or no ippetite”, He attributes this to a chroniec partial Drunken-
ness from the fumes, and discusses whether this is due to a volatile acid or
alkali, giving his own ressons (p. 133) for ascribing it to "the sulphugﬁha
and slkaline parts®. There is no indicastion of any suspicion of metallic
poisoning. ' -

¥illis in his "De anime brutorum”, 1672 (#4250), pt. 2, ch. 15, on
ecolic, end ch. 2, on paralysis (which, he says, frequently follows colic), has
no suspicion of lead. Tups first mention of it, that I can hurriedly find, is
in do Haen's classical work on lead colic, "De colica Pictonum", 1745 (f2860),
p. 12, when he quotes from his own shorthand notes of Boerhaavels unpublished
lectures, 1731-4. B. says that pasinters and other workers in lead are
particularly lisble to colic. He suspects the sweet taste of Rhine wine to be
due to lead, and mentions that & desler was hanged in Germany for adulterating
the wine with lead. 4lso he had seen cases which he suspected to be lead
poisoning due to drisking such wine.

lead is sald to have been often suspected in the colic of wine makers

and drinkers, but I've never seen a reference to & specific mention of it earlier

than de Hsen. :
Happy New Yesr to you) and yours.

Yours ever,



56 WALNUT PLACE
BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS

Clae NS (Tl oo Qg (\\\Q\, o Ko

& o §e % e . d\ (Tes g G

T/k&\\s Gl - /(M’\\G\")’S\;\\“ﬂ L Rven TGO -

A Tasenas b G0l e U
« ; | n. M
(K N7 ‘L—’LJ \.,. fad ”kk) &\3 Gay L’x&})

> & 3 (J;&‘ *kc.tx’w\ 8’7\ M
ij k\m\s\ "ﬁ LX\C:LO &M

e e e o o @;—\N(-
&:’W“S e A e Ao e @ “
(7!5 N eriax ke b '{.,.)
V\k&.aw‘) J s ¢ Doadee GG ad

E b e Aas B el b & o
B s e e

depis an e S0

[CCREI¢ TN

e s &JW\JB Fal=m



e e TN

0 P D s
/Lféia _e.«\c&..,M il W ;o7 ¢ :

%/iwm& W




TELEPHONE BEAco~N 3911

DR. REGINALD FITZ

THE LONGWOOD MEDICAL BUILDING
319 LONGWOOD AVENUE
BOSTON

March 18, 1945

DI'. VVO ‘f"ir. FranCiS 9
Osler Library, McGill University,
Montreal, Canada.

Dear Bill:

Thanks ever so much for writing me about my friend. TEord [TAUB¢
Abbott says that one time he was titular Professor of Medicine
at McGill. He must have been an interesting chap; at least,
when he was here he studied under Dr. Waterhouse and was regard-
ed by his contemporary colleagues and teachers as one of those
totally fearless youths who always are interesting. His sub-
sequent career that you describe would seem to bear out the
reasonableness of the manner in which he was sized up by the
boys here.

Thanks ever so much for your trouble.

Yours sincerely
’ﬂ’_}s

: Reginald Fitz, M.D.
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BOSTON }
February 28, 1944\ 49 iiqa.

Dr. William Frencis,
Csler Library,
MeGill University,
Montreal, Canada.

Dear Bill:

Can you by any chance lay your hands on a copy in Canada of
the booklet by Valery-Radot entitled "Pasteur Pastelliste”
It was printed in a very limited edition and to the best of
my knowledge and belief there is no copy of it in the United
States. i am very anxious to see it if I possibly can and
wonder whether by any chance there happens to be a copy of
the book in Canada.

How are you?
Best wishes and good luck.

As ever, QLSquB ZJ%»

Reginald Fitz, M.D.
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br. deginald Fits,
19 domgwoong awe,,
Boston,

Sapg., W B, 5,

deny thanks for the Hurverd bulletin Re . BT
with ®: word from the age that is vast®, reproducing
the “lerrier's® diplomss. It rominds Be that Itye
pever s=Bt you & paaphlet from ths HOtel-Lieu,
"Léo Parisesu", conmteining & tribute by me, p, 15,
and his showing up of Laterridrs (sa= PRe 52 & 78),
in & good zccount of tranefusion. it gozs to you
now under sopapste eover. He told me that hs
hssituted to publish it during his Jifetims for
fosr of the expamse (mot the outeoms) of & Jaw-
#ult with which the fasily threstened his!

28

by ¥arism is in umifore ané gsts hep
4.i. this autuamn. i believs you have two
schtors married!  sny grendehildron in zsas or
5 ~ove to you all, especizlly both ‘hosbes.

Yours sinearaly,

b ¥
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TrLepHONE BEAGoN 3911

DR. REGINALD FITZ

THE LONGWOOD MEDICAL BUILDING
319 LONGWOOD AVENUE
BOSTON

November 27, 1941

Dr. William Francis,
Osler Library,
MeGill University,
Montreal, Canada.

Pear Bill:

I am still in the throes of my WaterhousSe paper and in this
connection I wonder whether you can tell me about No. 1264
in the Osler Library. Do you happen to know where this
particular item came from?

Love to the family.
As ever, ;
R&Su*um +2,

Reginald Fitz, M.D.
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5 p TELEPHONE BEAcoN 3911

|
DR. REGINALD FITZ

THE LONGWOOD MEDICAL BUILDING
319 LONGWOOD AVENUE
BOSTON

Tuly 21, 184y

Dr, William Francis,
Osler Library,
MeGill University,
Montreal, Canada.
Dear Bill:
At the moment I am struggling with my friend

Benjamin Waterhouse. Will you tell me something about
"The Urigin of the Yaccine Inoculation” by Jenner published
in 1801% In the bibliotheca you heave itflisted as #1261.

Dr. Jenner sent Waterhouse a copy of this little
reprint, and on the reprint which Jenner sent, opposite the
title page is.the following bit of artistry. I have re-
produced it very badly but what it shows is a young woman's
arm with the vaeccination on it, she holding in her hand a
Tose, and above the arm is a scroll on which is printed,
“"vaceine inoculation”. We have no other copy of this
particular print in Boston. I am writing you to find out
whether the lady's arm, etc., was part and parcel of the
reprint as it was made originally or whether by any chance
Jenner had the legend put on for the benefit of Waterhouse.

Waterhouse and Jenner had a good deal of very friendly’
correspondence and Yenner not only sent Waterhouse virus but
also a snuff box, some lancets, and a china tea Set, all in
token of their friendship. I have wondered, therefore,
whether the decoration to the reprint was a common one or

whether, by any chance, Jenner had this put on for his friend's

benefit, :
| As ever, (LyMJD

Encl. : Reginald Fitz, M.D.
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OSLER LIBRARY,
14 March, 1948,

e, Bartis tells me you went inforuwation about Thomss Farguss of
Gusbec, Host of the iuformation about him is to be found in dhermy b.-J, &
Goo,., "Hotes pour servir & 1'histolre de la wédecine dans le Das-Cansds ...",
Québee, privately printed, 1uiB, pp, £08-15, Tou may hove this at Harvard,
if noty and you peed ity I'1) have the article copied for you, Meauwhile
here are the mailn points, :

Baptised 11 Oct., 1777, in the Church of the Hécollets (on the
Adnglican register - protestunts wsed thal church till the inglishb ome was
budlt), som of & rieh Huguemot ("le plus impitoyable railleur des choses
saints que llom eut emcore vu A (mébee"), and of a Catholle mother, His
futher died im 1780 and left guite a fortune, '

- Ty ¥, studied at Hervard, "ol i} priyft ses degrés au commencoment
du XiXe sidele® (mo autbority gquoted for this), Soon afterwards he went

to lurope. i.Ds, Edinburgh, cie have his thesis, 1811, De chores, here at
HeGill, ‘here is mo personal touch in 1%, wo fef, to Capads, &e.y

Passed some years in londoen when he became intimele friend of
John Abermethy., f[Abernm puts this afier the M.D,, the date of which he
appavently didn't kpow, but it must huve bsen bsfore, because ihern contimucsi,
"Wers 1811" he retumed to ebse, ¥,, like his father, didn't bother
about religiom, but his sisters were fervent Catholies, and he becsme
vhysieian to the Ursulines. Curgeon to the H8tel-Dicu ((ue,) where his
portrait hangs, OStroke im 1840, enother in 1848,veduced him o & deplorable
state bodlly and mentelly. Died 11 Dec., 1647, asts 70, Hesolutdoms, law
sults about bis wills, In his firet will, 1042, never probated, "Croyant
dans 1'importance de 1'homéopathie et désirant en encourager }'étude il
laissa la somme de 6,000 louls ¢484,000); pour la fomdation et 1'entretien
d'une chaire d'homéopathie au colldge Helill,®

liorgan, i, J,, Blograghies of celebrated Camedians, 186, p, 872,
is quoted as sayimg that ¥, bad & congiderable medieal librery, which was
801d afier his death to U, O'K, Stuart, who presented it to Laval University,
but "dans oe temps, 1848, ]l'Université p'dlait pas encore fondéel}®

§ili you be at New Havem for the Medical Library issoc, weebing?
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