
Dr. J •.. ~. T. Finney, 
130G ~utaw Pl~ce, 
Baltimore, d. 

PJy dear Dr. Finney: 

The Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal, Ca11ada 
15 FebruarJ, 1354 

I've just had the notice and programme or the opening or the 'I'ba.7er Vi'ards on the ~4th. I wish I coul;d be there. I see 10a are to speak on bi& as a man. Two of my recollections might be of interest to you, ~osaibly even or some use. 

It is difficult to imagine anyone disliling Thayer, but doubtless the elevated cnin of the Boston Brabmin prejudiced some in his earfy days in Baltimore. The preface to the first edition, 1892, of ;aler's ~extbook is merely a "Note", thanking his various assistants. In his own working copy( •w. S. Thayer" is heavily inked out. ID the margin Osler has written, "iibo the d - eroesed out this?• and at · the foot of t he page he has added, "That nymph H. s. contcssed it; she did not like T." I could never find out who "H. s .n waa, and •hen I showed it to Thayer a few ;years ago, be shook his bead and rem&.rke~ _with a ohucJtle, "There were so many who didn't like .me in tnose da.;s.• 

His a prcciation of cheese went beyond tne bounds of h,ygieno. :llhen I was living •ith the Oslers, one evening while we were at dinner, Morris, their old coloured aan, reported that som .. one bnd l eft a package which be didn •t like to bring into the ho se. ri·e all went out and sm-lt it, and even !Ts. Osler, who bad a high taste in cheese, decided to leuve it in the porch. /1fts r dinner the Chief scnl:. me out to pass on the gift. Cushing and Futcher next door would have none ot it, and I zi6zagged vainly along Franklin St. getting a polite r ebuff at every doctor's door. When I reached Cathedral St., thoroughly D!i.USeated, I vms tempted to abandon it in the lane, but I struggled on, and ws.s more relieved than horrified to see the joy with which Thayer sniffed and welcomed it. 

Wtth kind regards to you and yours, 

Yours sincerely, 



DR. J. M. T. FINNEY 

DR. J. M. T. FINNEY. JR, 

DR. GEORGE G. FINNEY 

Dr. W.W. Francis, 
Montreal, Canada, 

~,,. dear Francis:-

3119 ST, PAUL STREET 

BALTIMORE MARYLAND 

CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT 

February 20 '34 

you. 
Your very interesting letter received, for which I thank 

Yes, it will be helpful in preparing n.i,u .Address on "Billy Thayer as a Z..n. •' 
I wish you could be present at the Reunion on the twenty­

third and twenty-fourth• We are expecting quite a crowd, and you Will be missed. 

Thank you again for the two delightful glimpses of Billy 
Thayer contained in your letter . He was a rare character. 

With kindest reeards, 

Sincerely yours,~'~' 



DR. J.M. T. FINNEY 2947 ST. PAUL STREET 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT 

TELEPHONE UNIVERSITY 1284 
1285 DR. J.M. T. FINNEY, JR . 

DR. GEORGE G. FINNEY 

TI 

Doctor W. 'N. Franc is 
McGill University 
Montreal 
Canada 

My dear Doctor Francis: 

April 30., 1941 

AIR MAIL 

Thank you vory much for your kind letter or April 
26th just received. I appreciate deeply your invitation to make 
an address at the opening of the nev hospital at Trinity College. 
Unfortunately, I have two other address~sone just before that 
time and one soon ~rter, which will take all my time to prepare, 
and this will definitely prevent my taking on anything else, 
much as I should like to because of my association with my 
very good friend, Sir William Osler. I am sorry ., but I will 
have to decline with regret. 

Thank you for the kind words you say about my book. 
It seems to have given many of my friends much pleasure ., which 
also pl 08.seB me. 

With kind regards from Mrs. Finney., the boys and 
myself, 

Very sincerelr ,~ 
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