
Dean of the College 

JEREMIAH 8. FINCH / 

~ 

f 
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PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 

W.W. Francis, M.D. 
Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal, Canada 

June 16, 1958 

Dear Dr. Francis (OctoBilly genarian): 

Pleasant packages and letters have been coming from Montreal, 
both Franciscan and Sir T.B.-ian, which have lightened up my life 
these past days. June is the cruelest month, decanaly speaking. 

It was indeed good to see you and Miss Desbarats again, 
and that night with the Princetonians I had a chance to talk 
with Wilder Penfield--so there were three blessings to be grate­
ful for. 

S. Midgley's Hallifax and its Gibbet-Law is being mailed 
to you today, with a broken hinge, alas, but otherwise complete 
(I think). Sir T. and Henry Power on pp. 88-89. The little case 
is only for protection in mailing. 

I have another copy, printed in 1761, as well as a nineteenth 
century reprint. I wish my contribution to Osleriana were more, 
but there are few treasures lacking alongside the ashes, and mites 
like Midgley's book are the best I can hope to offer up. 

Your servant, and Miss Desbarats' too, 

JSF :is 
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If r.. J. s. 1Dch, 
205 lassau Ball, 
?rinceton, 
N J,.1 u. · • ~. 

l>ear J rry inch., 

\ OSLEI LIBRARY• 
21 cept,,, 19S5• 

Glad oi' your good ne s of the cu:talogue. 
You have dOl'l well to hav o f e nut.; etill uncracked, 
A quick lance identit'1eo "Jo. Archieviso. Canauar" ~ ~ 
Oaat.lUu-t. u reckh1lll, d. 12921 I.U)d a trip to the µrioted • 
ttCa.teloi'f.t1s11 , 1845, of the dleiau (vol. 1, p ?01, col. 
1, aecOJ>d ent.ir;; under the catch .... title, DitJo e) gives 
the full tit.leftho "Dialo,,;ue•, 16751 thw.u 

Jou.mey into tbe cou'.rltr.v; beiug a 
dialogua between 4l.;lish protest nt 
PhY ioiara and an .i:o~lish pap1at, hereiD 
thf¾ proper tate of the popish controv,rsy 
ig di.scour ea, in soae QJ1$W r to Pat.er ,,alsh. 
4 • Lo:a • 1675. 

'lh81"e1s a lon0 inte:restiDg-loo u,g 
artiel • on ,alsh in the • } • E., but I cnu 1t see that it. 

ntions this. 

Morel ter, I hope, 
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nr. ; i s.- 1~, , 
Pr1bt$~ Uaiver&1ty1 
,ru.e$i., 
». J"' U• S,. A-. 

l wish X: h$1 NM the IS* of 't.hat fl ~d,b.il • 
A howif':1ed Osleriolater ia I\Ccusug lll.$ ot lottag iv, o. •- ttJa-wtett 
.&IU,. a lock •f &>~•s hd.l-f l The pas~e oa f• 211 is so worde4 
u to lq us opm1 to that awful suapicioal 

,, c1 • v-1 o \: 
.I~ is no_. •J£n ot ,_ ~~ptitiw1, Ms. tiNo~s al»ut 

the U.~ariea,. 24.ld..19° nitt~ on hul dea:t.llbtid, 

•ta the Su- x. B;rowne collection thare ie e. lock 
ot hie ~ which blilll~u to Mrs. Wilkita. Ilbst of 
the ~ga she sent JUG l aant to li:>rwich,. Th.e:re u 
a let·t.er to . lh-$. 'hUk!:u1 who::le widl~ua I could u<,:\ 
fbld1 expl~ atten. Tb.~1 llaY kac;nv about it ai 
the ?io:r"Witlh lit,seua. u. 

•~ could ~t filld the 11lette:r explalninl 1w:tt.ersfl. 
b'llt r,f_ om.ura~) sent.,,~~ . tb.e lock ot aau-. . lri. W.Ukir. (_ np re:lmMi'Jy, 
~ the wife ~ editor~v who died in 16itU h ~w of a 
gnuds-, tvas rG,ce-utlr d.'fbe.dt o:r !lied SI)()- aiftQl•, il!Wd. it ttll$ hur eutai:4 
that $Old it ud 1d.tru>ut our kltOfll~et We would gladly lave bough" 
1t11 bad w been giY@r. a ~~ii• / Vh~e did ~ find f'>Ut abalit it~ 
bl.ving bea lfM;ld to a ~c.rt~flsor She~ ot' ~1ce.t1f It loob •~l 

If tbq GVt)l" @bow JQ'.U Osl~a-•s bra.4' 1- l'ld.lia. and. 7QU 
pr1at that W$ ®ld U, to tns Wi$'bal" InsUtutG, wefll be reall7 annoyed.J 

otherw~$, .Qd d.espi~ the tqpogm~, the book baa 
oom1 $0 populal" that l'v• t1Qt read. it ~ugh TGt, and had to borrow 
it- back froia a bo~wa 'lto ~tu:t.e this horit.1ble 1twU$ndO• 



~ · t .. Finek 
(J'e~ s~ t,oo, l~tbl."iG• 

~ J~ry t~ twlialr). 

%be «tlldoll.:i~ se- to ~­
a!loth~r $peek of Ji.pt. Oti: Su T., E., &~ LiiJ'dm. 
! . aopiiad it toir- te;rna.s ~ though·t y-Qli mgbt 
like this earb<>» ... 

l1Ull md.t;r-telt.,, su.peri«Jrit.y..,, 
l!!apl• i·•i• pe~a:-a~ by •l' Jw~ 
&~~ OD )!~ me~ ~~kl~t,;) -$ lf•a~ 

•~a.J,J.DJ., 

• ~ go~s th~ $al!i·-A~lo~t 
~eboq ~peetod ~ lately of pl~~ s-OM 

sbd.le taefi.1ai le1 'lllq .~ept,uagqar1a:n brain-fil(t 

r~~ts wboa Md •1•-

iitrT;~. 
al.; ..... If. 



0:01 .it t:t:ai:""0;1Y, 
, :f'eb:i:,.:1.a:t/1 1949. 

J~.r'5la.l~ ~. J;'inch1 :~sc.1-, 11 

Aasis~nt Dean of' th.e Collage,_ 
n·1nc"llton Univermt;y, • 
Pt• inc a ·i:.oli 1 

11 J •• U,. u. A;; 

You UPJ.St nave given up th~ dt"aft or Obi::,• 1.,..5 fo1: l oat! 

It off to you ltt l~u:.t, uride1• l!le;,ru~~:oo ccrVt?.J.•1 with apologies. 

Bis mi:t·a~ ~ vf. thirty yt:$:t:', 1s bcn.mil to need p .. ddi,:,g iilt.h 

.i.Dt'ex•enoEHi e;uiu conjoet,w() ... , ti.o.ra i[;! so litt),e :i:•i.=.,cordod, bu.t lJm ,,omlering 

·;s1h!l.¼thiln' yow• 120 01~ mo:x•,:, pp,, fJf' blil! out of' pi",)P:,l"tion.. I've 

ftA""iOtten h:~;. lo:n.h; thr, bo<>k :!s ir.rt~r.di!ad to oo.. ! tind it all most 

u1t'1r1:;;li$i.ir'lr:;, thourJ:i., t'Jf cottt·ae, I h.4!.v1a a SJ,l'i.wCial iot()l'O..:.t in the $Ubjir~et., 

It re1J.d D eAriil y. 

I hltlve n~;r,{OO a qu,iries in the right 11a:ri,tns, liJI.Ud here 

,~:rt $0llte ot tl:u,1 w,.::)r~ i.Jf)01. .. tl;;.r1t, o;i. .. loss 1.:maport.'lnt; 

'l'.bfJ book ~1.g:ht to ba .;;Oi;;Ula:t• :in ;.i,nglitnd, and I ~H:mdl)l' if you 

&'1S tOQ l77tJ to t,, }11",.,JUdi~s. I QDCO copied ft•o1a 11Pi.u,eh11 

a» '"V'"-"lii't ... ~ on ii jolJ:1-nal.iatt 

tili1s t.1Style l:iave needed tba o'Ul:'b 
,a;i., tj,llle;J tlt.i'U;flled tba cnx.:tiovf~ to fro:'.,111, 

But, i,ev~.:r used t sense' az a verb 
ilnd re.rely U3ed •u:i."'gu f as a noun,., n 

' 1Ca.ptio~s'1 ia l"iGh t, but I 1m G Vi~to:.:·ian ~l "&,tt:;i~u gavo me a ,j ,':1.r ill eh., 21 t.A../ 

P• 5, ftkd ®~ ~, p~ 11. 1 

Cn. 1. P• i9, l, <l; Lord .lA.UlUt'17J or Jcm1;1. Lord 1Ulflll•.JY• !Q be 

Lord Jotm (a t,O'Ul'ties1 title) w,iuld hl'!I.Vli.l had to be the BOl::i an earl or 

1rt.p~:r.. 

Cb. 21 P• 1 t:md ,,Rf,8.,£>?.,!Q• »(kmtinE>ntn beds a cap,., ,1he:o uued 

sr,ecif ieaJ ly f'o:r the -.inl.uJ!ld o.f :;z.\u•opie,. 

Ob .. '£ 1 p. 151 ttUo,x-gellonatt mu.at have cost K-0llett a lot of 

1•esaarch, ~a. OVO'n oo, its desor:U.>e:re bl"e o'b~cua,.a at!d thblil" th:rncr:tptio:ns not 

t.Of> <iot:llc.id lucid.! i. hia:w, ia lQt to ~ about tb~ ~,~le e, .. uilot:,"Ue, a•-:,i you 

~~tlt:~a,: !m~v (itmiilf.l 1.tl.1llct .. H:L.,~., .n,.13- lr 407,.,.79• 1955)., ty~,q, 
g '. r .,..,._ .,.__.__ r ;,,r- w ~~ / 

A 



much a.~ b 
~., .J:Q: 

..,JTJ. the ic 

2, pt. ~, ,. 8,. Our '1 - hastu is no 
p1~ toty.ity i l e • 4•• ., and 
, L41. 

• U. I m.iopoc ed 'at 
mont, 1688, but I see 

28. ,.iUrely Di..,.by didn' beco.:..a n amous for bis 

ns to 
in 

un il a t the publication of his 11Disc w:a1 in 1.:>58 • 

Ch.. , p. 55.. Is :h, ;r,._ • ..>llti. ~ ·IN ol, 0 vi·o . .ve, .ilOt •• , for 
"i~ true end Mlu ill cription? ~ ~-~ ?C>/'G.A--~ ~ ~~-~ ~ 

,e are loDkin for ru."fi to your nex visi·t and 
the boo. 



Dean of the College 

FRANCIS R. B. GODOLPHIN 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

March 19, 1951 

Mr. W. w. Francis 
Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal, Canada 

Dear Billy Francis: 

Assistant Dean 

JEREMIAH S. FINCH 

Lest you think me too hair-brained, here is an extract from a note on page 
39 of Miss M. L. Tildedey's monograph on Sir TB's skull, portraits, and ancestry, 
which I plundered with her permission: 

nThere was also a lock of hair, said to be Sir Thomas Br011ne's, in 
the possession of the late Sir William Osler; Lady Osler states 
that this was obtained from a Mrs. Wilkin of Norwich, and, as it 
was not specifically mentioned in Sir William's will, had to be sold 
with a large number of his books, at the order of his Executors. It was 
bought by Messrs Tregaskis, Booksellers of London, and has now been sold 
by them to Mr. Sherman, an American professor." 

I wish I had consulted youebout it, but it didn't oeeur to me that my wording 
would suggest that you had sold the lock of hair. At any rate, that's where I got 
the vague Professor Sherman. Maybe Messrs. Tregaskis ean un-lock the mystery. 

In case you'd like to write Miss T., who sent me a very amusing letter in 
reply to one of mine, telling of addressing a Norwich audience in4luding the elderly 
daughters of Mr. Fitch, and the gr~son of sexton Potter - - her address is, or was: 

Checquerfied, Stubbs Road., Wolverhampton. 

Abashed, but ever your warm friend and admirer, 



nt,. l., S, f~, 
P.1\hwet($ tt»il'!llil"td,\11 
i. ,s., u. ~ ••• 

~ ltn:rt i~h• 

~f. WI~~, 
&1 , ... 1~1. 

'llu; long..'1.o~-fol" ~~«• m-r:.\.ve4 •t last. - dtublt3d.­
Otn· 'Cue~ be~ ru.• .. i of th~ -~, ~pem~. ltr ~ was 
plaJ.u on ~ la~ ot tb$ -~~ pat~•• md U•1 ~l G.silJ 
Ja.'1.1,Ve dti,U.v~~ad t :i. 

S;pr~b, u ~~~ ,;Uy ~li$b 'Wh4i!, 14'i vO~fi n Bt t, . 
~l&itlon w the ebpt1t.m1 MS 1mlked off' with tha *it, •~~ l 
~ . tt1- k n$i l.t,♦ ut~ tiGl!tplf iJip~s:z:ia~sd, .~ ~ll~ me ~u••~ 
held tb$ use ot ta• d$#14~~tod ~a.a ~-t. 

~t tfl:e llffU ~ ~ 4nd al$ tcitle~.fl\ ·ad t~~aph;y 
ffl)~thy et ,a .hel•a Nbilufwin ~ ~ ~ x•v~ mrit.tea a~ 
~ 1r hie ~t.1.l ~ Su !',, n. u the ~ ~t~ aa ll• li,t'ti O.ilerts 
-~~ •Al,'horia1 11•1 11ot. ._t ~to:r 3Chol~a•• bts.t #4s • git\ book• 
(f~ 1Ck>t-8U1~ Jlff'-.il«:$1),. I hq,. it ~•t ~ y~u a;$ •• 
a~ •• tou ~ Jmaq, ~11i la t.M.~ vts•f•).'tu.1u ca~t.ur1 wW.eb ta 
bl-pable of ~•- a ~, of ~t1' • tl®lt l -~·, uOt ~.., 

l ml'1 ~tii.d tic) b&V$, ~ tJl~ J«r of ~~a, ,fjQJlQ of it b .. 
h:, thfmks• od t'1rll•e ttu, ou~i;,. 

It.-, tl~o.t aal.'i whe~ ~ hllceton L1t>:f'a:tr.Y iiOWd l~ad tna\ 
•fAibltaht.td ~~l"tat1o» of :r. J,. w~~ttall1 11:ss, tstStr T. a. •a 
11ev1~ ~ l'$fiCl~ lpld~" (a(). 14 - ,., 2" ~ yfJV SitiU.Gp4pbf')t 

Iov •~ NG~ot.fnl f.ri~flti ~ kumble 
~i"fat (w rate -, •'b- with ~ t.--scr.t.p,~or,U 



Dean of the College 

FRANCIS R. B. GODOLPHIN 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Assistant Dean 

JEREMIAH S. FINCH 

September 18, 1950 

Dr. W.W. Francis 
Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal, Canada 

Dear Dr. Francis : 

This is the department of bad blunders. From the copy of your letter and 
a telephone conversation this morning with the nice Mrs. Curtis at Henry Schu­
man's, I find that galleys were sent to you without an explanation that they 
were uncorrected proofs for advance opinion. 

Because I was a slow author, gal]eys weren't ready until August, and to 
meet the often postponed Fall publication date , I was asked to read proofs 
practicallyAfn~ aneously. I wrote to you on August twenty-first saying 
that I had ~ galleys with corrections, but failed to say that you did 
not need to correct as you read. I wrongly assumed that the Schuman people 

had sent an accompanying note, and they wrongly assumed that I had explained 
fully . 

Not knowi ng that the nroofs would be so long in reaching you, I thought 
that perhaps you might be able to pass on egregious mistakes for correction 

dQlaiti page proof . Meanwhile , I had to correct page proofs with equal speed. 

The result is that the proofs haven't had the benefit of your reading, 
which I had hoped for, and you have probably waded through them all unnecessar­
ily. The blame is en\tjflY mi ne , and I am sorry for it. I just hope that 
Sir Thomas will emerge ,.,_tarnished by too many errors. 

Very sincerely yours, 

J27:n~ 

P. S. I di d manage to de-knight Geoffrey Keynes. 



Dr. J, s. Fi.Dch, 
Prlncct,c,Q Univurait7, 
?rinceton, 

• J .. , U .. S. A. 

Dear 5arry inch, 

OSLEH t:tB .. L 
5 litl.1, 1~9. 

I,. J,. Clevol .. ,QU, 11,. bisto:ry of ·th No1~·olk 
n Norwich Uo p1tnl 1, 1948, i:; lo!'.!.nable, oo I nm posting it to 

you. Iou c r turn t ,·o.u•v ~ fi.nishoo ith '1'. • 
c pter or :wh n ut o . ot your copy, 1 you otUl vo~t. i.9 ord'rj, ,, :.. 1 

it,. It oo u::s o t . g t it from . gland, • .f ~ ........ .c: • , r • JIL-' ~ •\'Y1 f\ 

Ou,r iotoe:apli 1.. tdeo et too id •a or t.i-yiJlS 
to pltotb th ·tret 1;--l¼f;.4} throu~1 the glnsa, so we'll J:uwo to 
io11oluto u.. t:Hlppos ou vt.1nt the title- p. ·lth. t,~ o. •u .1.8 8 
1frini y College ilF·cription and i,h _ encrnvlng oppo i.to it? It 

u protor tho dea • ,- b immr 1.i)tion o.r the rec morocco bWingi 
.1 t us kno~ quickly• 

Yours WtH3 cu:l :reu ld to Mi.t.s D,. but the only 
job aho si w-1:itop;3 is • c1~in corrosporn.ie:nc,) h~rse3f ln:lOU I'm 
al:.t ut. 



Dean of the College 
FRANCIS R. B. GODOLPHIN 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Assistant Dean 
JEREMIAH 8. FINCH 

April 27, 1949 

M~ss ce'cile Desha.rats 
Osler Library 
McGill University 
School of Medicine 
Montreal, Canada 

Dear Miss Desbarats: 

Now I am asking for more favors . When I was in the Osler 
Library, Doctor Francis showed me a new book about the Norwich and 
Norfolk hospitals . I can 1 t seem to find it and would appreciate your 
sending me the title and publisher if you have it . I have also been 
thinking that it woul d be very nice if I could include in my book 
about Sir Thomas Browne a photograph of Osler1 s own copy of Religio 
Medici , perhaps j ust as it rests in the exhibit case . If you could 
persuade a photographer to make a glossy print for me , I would cheer­
fully pay him and bless you for your trouble. 

Al l my best to Doctor Francis and to yourself . 



Dean of the College 
FRANCIS R. B. GoooLPHIN 

Doctor w. W. Francis 
Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal, Canada 

Dear Doctor Francis: 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

A ssjstant Dean 
JEREMIAH S. FINCH 

January 24, 1950 

Could you bear to read the rest of my manuscript on Sir Thomas? 
I think the part you so kindly read took you nearly half way through, but 
the rest of it is quite a chunk, and I don 1 t want to ask you to labor with 
it if it would come as a burden right now. 

I still have the Norfolk hospital book but will return it insured. 

No snow here. ~.y little girls keep asking me whether it will 
ever snow again. All best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

~ }~vq 
/ f 
V 



•.., llJil·l,+md.Qh s, f tric.b.1, 
!IT~etoc 'Um.Y~$-l. t1, • 
friml•~t 
-~~ l11,f'Sf!l1', U • A,. 

0~ l.lMtAra'.11 
10 ll"ebt1 1150•. 

l bate to d.~ Jq$elt' tli~ ~•~e "" Wld 
la&~: .,L&Stli..tt ~ ot "~ \b.$ N~t ett· 10:u.r i.n • .IS~., 
1>-.t :t hav~ t~.;.. obl~a~r., Jo~, •e~ a $h~t.l7 lt$d1w~. 
~ooitil~·t-1-i.>l;J ~fi. l1~1J ~ -.11 ~Q;l)t's t'~ O~t'()i,4 o.t aoa(H) 
boot ~11:-1, boa. 

• l .~ t'oree4 tQ H.tus• ~ fla"tt~ic 
~qUe$\,. lb hu:rrJ ll~t ·~ ClcGV$ldd (lond.eh) ~" Ic• 
at~t. heYe i,tfJt ••~ with it• l ha4 f'o:tgotter:1 -11 a.~ut it., 

lhop~ ~ la~e1~s ~v~ ha.d some of U\tr 
$80W l ~t;(.$lJ. L&.it Bua~ ~ ~ f'Lr6t. ~bl,$ •~1£,...$~ 
~~-~ ~ if.$.O~l"~ 

n. it l*• ti~e.e l~'t#J:, X ~ould oo tlad to MV't?t a wnck a.\ 
the ~f• .# if ,o·u l~~ • 



Dr .. lre1•,:11iab S. l•'inch, 
Asisiatazrt &an, 
Prineeron Univ~..rsity, 
P1•i.nCt'7t<m, 
ii_.,, J.,, uii; b~ :~ .. 

I enclose t~10 shin.,y .. 0:d.11t(l of the 
title-pag·~ of Os]rlr•s i':isa.t n1t.eJigio", l'ltWher 
4446~ Th~ i4:!0togra.pher ~ts \1.!;iO,. 1\ 
~oney omer p .. 'lyable to John I~mc would be 
bast. '.i.lley t.."l.ke too web oi'C wl:.eu cashirlg a 
smP..ll U. S.. cheq'Ul). 

, ,,]':ed 
i~oli♦,. 

11Gr. 
Your a~t to !QT p.oi.'er, 0 



Dean of the College 
FRANCIS R. B. GODOLPHIN 

Doctor W.W. Francis 
Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal, Canada 

Dear Doctor Francis: 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

The book arrived, and I'll return it soon. 

Assistant Dean 
JEREMIAH S. FINCH 

May 11, 1949 

The title page of Religio Medici with W O's inscription would 

be ri-ght. Again, "for this relief, much thanks". 

Very sincerely yours, 

(~,ef-7-.~ 
~ eremiah ~: Finch, 

I / '"\•J 
JSF:Rl.f 

\ 



6 pri., 1949. 

Dt·. am· 
SS nt 
-...· ton r - ;, 

Pr.h ton, 
l. J., U .. 6. • 

ar Gen,- .,_inch, 

o e.p0lo..,iou oallod ·oi-. I can't hro,1 
s a at yon for a 1c dilat 1·in• ... eo! I 1m x·oli ved 

ou di ' in t ru·g .! u nee 
a ChurchU l a ci m o ' hi. n..., ~ 
u c ·ith · a is n bit a;ut.1·y up 
with '7hicli I . l 

I I f'ltitt i.··ad that you propo ' to u... m.y 
. of th ronu.nc1ation o. ... • '.1,b y dic.n •t ut it 

t Jou· I 

I ,;bo11ld. like to .d t,he ot of your f S. -
but ot bofoi· the nd of .J,. I'm b in unno for thr e 
thingo about .,lei·, oh 11 ue 1nd if I rooch hi.6 l01at 
~nniv ra ·y. 

1eir 

ioW'.' ,:.no !' J ,;, 

41,, ~/ 0~ 



!ha Medical Library 3640, Univerai.ty Street, 
Montreal 2, Ang.10,1948. 

Dr. Jeremiah s. Finch, 
Assi,stant Dean of the College, 

Prinoeton University, 
Prin ce ton, N.J., u.s .A. 

Dear Doo tor Finch , 

Miss Desbarate, Dl'. Francis' secretary, 
had lef't for her holiday before your letter 
of Augunt 6 reached here. 

Would it inconvenience you greatly to 
wait for the address for whiah you ask until 
she r~turns some time. towards the end ar 
next week? I do JlOt know just where to 
locate this, and although Dr. FratJ ais is 
improving, I am glad to say~ he is not sup­
posed to have anything to do with uwor k". 

Yours very truly, 



Dean of the College 
FRANCIS R. B. GODOLPHIN 

Dr. W.W. Francis 
Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal, Canada 

Dear Dr. Francis: 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Assistant Dean 
JEREMIAH 8. FINCH 

March 14, 1949 

I am a slow responder, as you see, but I am very appreciative 
of the trouble you have taken to read my MS. I have sworn a great oath 
never again to verb "sense", or to noun •urge•. With this, as with all 
the other corrections, I cannot but agree. Schuman has already suggested 
that I reduce the material on the earlier part of Browne•s life, and lead 
off with a chapter on Religio Medici as a great book. This would permit 
the chronological treatment to follow naturally from that,as. showing how 
such a book came to be written and what happened afterwards. 

Two of my friends on the Faculty, who are professors of classics, 
were delighted with your note on the pronunciation of "Religio Medici", 
which Miss Desbarats so kindly prepared and sent me. I have it carefully 
placed with rrry little collection of Brownes, which has the distinction of 
being the finest collection of common or imperfect copies in all the 
world. Your note is the only autographed and unique item I have, and for 
that matter probably the only one I ever shall have. With your permission 
I.:iwould like to quote it in the book. 

Not long ago I had a fine day in Philadelphia with Dr. Packard. 
we talked about Sir T. B. and prowled in a couple of Philadelphia libraries. 
I told him of the pleasure I had had in se•ing you and Mrs. Francis, and.[ 
my day as curator of the Osler Library. 

The life of Sir T. progresses, but too slowly. I've found that 
the years between Religio and .!I!!! Burial are cluttered and difficult. 
Perhaps he found them that way too. I hope I may send you the remaining 
chapters when they are finished, but if reading them would be in the 
slightest way an inconvenience, please say so. 

Though it was a brief visit, I feel very fortunate in having been 
able to come to Montreal, and I look back on that day with the pleasantest 
memories. Please don't think that my failure to write sooner indicates 
any lack of apprec:iation for your kindness. And let me say to Mrs. Francis 
again that I relished the patched-over meat pie. My wife now find>that 
the second crust device works beautifully. But we don't have the Osler 
dining room furnishings to go with out meat piest . 

~~ I~~~~ 
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J"~~omi&h s • .1!"1nob1 ~<ha 
b~(l:lton Uuiv-el"liiity, 
P;riUtJ$toti1 
J. ;J, 1 u. s. A" 

Dr* Frm,e!.11;, asked mei to drop you a to let you 
kUQw that ~f!'orod o. t'ilit;ht hoart attack last v~ek" la 1v 
t.be ho8p1tal ~t the p1"ceeent t~, dnd he ~~r10U$ly dou.btil thiat bis 
doeto:t 111111 tUlo:r1;1 him to cOlite tQ the L:lJ:;r-1,~;ry 1·or quite £10:me 

t.ut!J., al;) had b&0-.1:i in ~1;;/)f~llo¼)'t, bee.lt.'l th~ last ytl~ ~.nd '!/'J'a.S 

1:mppt.>re;ed to lei6.V$ holidfcys follo~il'Ut ~. 

I know how raueh ite lu;,t1 bean loc>kiXl4 i.'orwucl u oo 
pidl:1ng fOUl.' v,;i,,1,,, •• .;,.,"'u"·" br,e,.i.n~ 11 Vi;t).~ Vf?Jl.'1 tl't~t 
thirs ehant:@ m.-a,y u.paet ~i.i:"' pl~JJt:i,. 

i11a L!h:t .. a:r~r ia ,u1Ma,·s opr,n 1;.1vl thEi keya will bo 
lr;,}t"t in th~ r~~U.otl Librtl.lti (\UI•il'l;; wt:! lmlidril,YB (211,l i!.U.g .• - 18th) 
'bul;; I•m ~~ it would ~·o $0.'t:1.st'arrto;ry fo:r )'-O-U .:tf' ;you Cf1.uld 

l-<t.lasibl-1 postpoD>1* yrm:t" ~4, until the ~xrtwiUl wll':m t"rlllnc:1::J 
EHMClLU bi~ to l';f@li::~~ r~l 'f\. Thi.a J,iltl'tU:'1 fl..ll 

am•,cMr tl},hiz,ll without his "'"··••"u,.u,.,, !;:no'.;1'lede;o ... fm(i QhU.ekle! 

C6c1le llJSbi'U'~ t~ 
Seei~trta-1.7· to Dr• 1'':nu,e1$ 
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Jer~luh S,. F;t:nch, ,s,i., 
Pt-1..neoton Univ ,l"':31 t.v, 
F:rir.icotou., 
tt. J •• Ui. v., .,.,. 

OtLD;. J.Ill.i!JlI1 ~n n~7• 104a .. 

Dll:te;,.1lt,.1d t bJ1a.1· from you ag .in {f':i:•om the cents ot tht> As :tat!lbt-: i :hty, to;:>) an, ... to ltJUl·U that the fl;;lo etlti.lot;;uo i., only in moo, r nc ,, not ab...ndo:1'.Wd, t.h .t yon ,,..,,i writin": the life or ou:r ulH'elou,g; 
t."1 .. t you aie at htut to visit his Cci1ndircn slu:·1nSJ,• 

! lHVt, hnd se>1;1.J corron ondenc@ with ii Pu ·ii:d.tin, IJ;,,.nonain., llho it, brin ln,, ou.t r.. n er! tie , 001 t1on <>f" 10 !:• ..!• in ,..,11, l i ,b ! 

l expect to 1.:P htJX'' 1:ill thlv rsw,1: .. c:a.·, ro~c ~;; t,,.,,. hti l::..$t ho.lf -ot" July., vo tom.., c,,,, e.r./ otl1 -1: titlm that, '3JZi..'f tru.~·~. y0u, but not nt 
a wooll;, •• -.,,md.. lhe buildin~ 18 closed W( tu:ru. ~ !Ul' vunat,.r thr 1l._hout. Jun;;,. July and. l:.ut:.;u .... t. 

lt i;,:Ul oo a 1,lousure to we1oom(i you, to pick your 
Hydriota,rhicr,.1 brni:rm. end. to tnH.kt; :!l'ou interpret our "lunei·.lca ,,!f)rt. ht).VO 
u.. J'l(:,'Vt:l~ al."000 1.llHA) \h., u f.t·t~l;'!t)ll t. 1,,hleh, fc'l.r f'l"om bcdnr hi tu.: tt. ;,. f s b ,et blind or e;,VlH:•n, I ht.v J n .. v r d ·cipl:1t•rml, 



Dean of the College 

FRANCIS R. B. GODOLPHIN 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Assistant Dean 

JEREMIAH S. FINCH 

May 17, 1948 

Dr. W.W. Francis 
The Osler Memorial Library 
McGill University 
Montreal, Canada 

Dear Dr. Francis: 

It is some time since we have corresponded, and you may have 
wondered what has happened to the Browne ~Catalogue. Work stopped 
completely early in the war, when my collaborator went into service, 
and I took on a number of miscellaneous jobs here, so that it was only 
last year that I could turn to it again. Meanwhile, I have arranged 
to write a biography of Browne for Henry Schuman, who is bringing out 
a series of biographies of men of science. Schuman conceives of his 
series as intended for the lay reader, but expected to stand up under 
scholarly scrutiny. No easy trick, with Sir T. B1 

Since I am anxious to complete the MS, I have once again put 
aside the Sale Catalogue, but hope to get back to it and finish it 
thereafter. I was encouraged to find in looking over the materials 
already assembled, that the task had progressed far enough so that it 
can be finished in not too long a time. 

Meanwhile, I have been working at the biography, and recently 
spent a pleasant day with John Fulton, who by the way, has written a 
life of Benjamin Silliman for Schuman. Before very long I hope to 
spend a day at the Osler Library and would like to come at a time when 
it would be possible to meet you. Will you be in Montreal during the 
summer, or would it be better to postpone my visit until September? 

Very sinc~rely yo~s0 . 

~~ .R.f. r U<-'4J 

CJeremiah S. Finch 

l 7 4 6 BICENTENNIAL 1 9 4 6 
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Department of English 

Dr. W.W. Francis 
Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal 

Dear Dr. Francis: 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

142-A Hodge Road 
April 25, 1941 

The other day I came upon e passa~e in 
Browne's Christian Morals which seems to be a later version 
of the partly illegible MSS page in the Osler library. It 
is in section 26 of the third part of CM (1,153 in Mr. Keynes's 
edition). Although the "America •.• terra incognita 11 business 
does not appear, there are a number of parallel phrases which 
cannot be pure coincidence, and it bears all the eermerks of 
a revision of the passeqe as printed in Keynes's fifth volume, 
p. 224. There is another reference to Plato's year in 
Pseudodoxia (III,189), though it doesn't seem to derive from 
the Osler MS. Some day I'd like to try my hand at deciphering 
the rest of the passage. 

Now thet the college term is nearly over, I 
can do some more work on the Sale Catalogue (which seems to 
require a Platonic yeer to bringneer completion). Preparing 
an index is the next job to be tackled, and it is a bit 
terrifying. I've been stµdying your admirable index to the 
Bibliotheca Osleriana recently, in the hope of avoiding thereby 
the pitfalls which indexers must guard aaeinst. The Catalogue 
index will, I suppose, have to be merely an inde~x of nemes, 
editors, authors, translators, etc., for a subject index of 
any thoroughness is impossible without en examination of each 
book listed, which I can hrrdly hope to do. As it is, the 
index of names elone will be fairly substantial. 

We are all anxious over the war down here, 
and do what we can to help. American opinion advances too 
slowly, but at least it's moving in the riqht direction. 

Sincerely yours, 

n-d'- 7-.-L 
P.S. On re-reading I discover an unintenional ambiguity in 

my remarks above about your index to B.O. Bnd 11 pitfalls." 
I need hardly say th2t your work in that volume is unlikely 
to be a subject for criticism, and au.Yone looking for 
mistekes or "pitfalls" ½ill look in vainl 
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Department of English 

Dear Dr. Francis: 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

142-A Hodire Road 
Februarv 20, 1940 

The bon vovaP:e you wished me in vour letter of June 9th last year had ~ood effect. We had booked nassage on the Nieuw Amsterdam, sailin~ from Southhampton on Au/lust 25 (the reading room of the British Museum closed on the 26th), and we reached New York on the day of the invasion of Poland. 

Although I did not return triumphantly with a complete account of Sir Thomas Browne's library in mv notebooks, I did at least satisfy myself that some of his books were purchased by Hans Sloane and thus became a pa.rt of t;he oriqina1 collection of printed books of the British Museum. I identified the handwritten number on the title of the B.M. copy of the Browne Sale Catalogue as Sloane's by comparinrz: it with Sloane's own catalo~ue of his MSS and books (mentioned in his will, and now in the MS -room). Unfortunately the portion of the Sloane cataloque containing his printed books w.t\.s incomplete, endinQ' tantalizintly in the R 800 1 s, and so the Browne Catalo~ue, numbered R 2345, w1ts not listed. Nevertheless, with the helpof Mr. Johnson of the department of printed books I examined a number of other jtems listed in the Sloane catalogue of which the Museum has but a sino-le cony, such a Q Lettres NouvellesL de Monsieur Boursalt (1699), and found that th'i copy bears Sloane's cataloguenumber-,-in his hand- R427_,oti.u~. This seemed satisfactorv evidence of the authenticitv of these d Sloane numbers, and makes it prettv certain that the, Browne Cata.lo~~ was number R2345 in Sloane's collection. 

my Proceedin~ on this assumption,I spent a qood part of~time examining all the B.M. copies of items listed in the Browne Catalogue, hoping to find some that Sloane had purchased and inscribed the~ with his own catalogue number. I was encourao.:ed to proceed thus by the presence in the Browne Catalogue of a i;,:-reat many check merks opposite items-- dashes, crosses, and in some instances the words "you have it," su~c;esting that a book~el1er or secretary had checked throft,~h the Catalog'l;!,~ for Sloane. Onlv a few of these checked items corresponded to those in the Osler copy, the list o-r 1.vhich you kindlv sent to me. 
The results were disappointing. Althou~h a number of books turned up with Sloane numbers on the titles, only a few carried marginal notes in a hand like Browne's, and none his auto~raph. Two were of some interPst: Bovillus, De Intell~ (1510), which Browne cites in the Garden oLQ~rus>contained notes and under-scorins:t in the verv portions which Browne refers to; then,in Morshemius, Explicatio .... Questionis (1559), there is an a.musinS? note, almost certainly Browne's writinS?, to the effect that "Ptolem.y and his tribe of astrologers are all q:uiltv of impostures!" These and a few others are the ohly thin~s of interest that ap-nF>ared. 
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Department of English 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

If one were to examine all the items in the Sale Catalo~e that 
are to be found in the B.M., one might discover some others 
containing likely lookin,::r notes, but I doubt whether the results 
of such a search would repay one for the time spent. 

Followin~ your sug,::restion I looked into the cataloque of the 
library of Charles, Viscount Bruce, and found that it contained 
some of the items checked in the Osler Sale Catalo~ue, thou~h 
not many. Very few of the items marked in the Osler copy 
are marked in the Fulton, B. M., or Worcester Colleq-e c·opv! and 
indeed there are not many such correspondences between any two 
of the copies. I have not yet attempted to see whether anvthin,::r 
is known of the disposition of the Earl of Elgin's books. 
Late in the summer Dean Wilkinson showed me the Norcester College 
copy of the Browne Sale Catalo~e, and together we looked at the 
items ch.ecked in it that are in the .iorcester librarv. Not a sinri-le :bo-re. •7 volume ~er!sg notes in Browne's hand. 

And so the results of my summer's search were mostly ne~ative, 
althou~h a number of items were identified. At least one can 
be more certain than heretofore that Sir Thomas did not write his 
name in books, and only rarely wrote in them at all. (Geoffrey 
Keynes indicated to me that he felt ouite certain of this when 
he was showing me his collection.) While, therefore, some of 
Browne's books are, or were, among the collections represented 
by the four known copies of the Cataloque, thev cannot now be 
iiq.dentified as his. - So far I have found the Cataloi:ru.e accurate 
in its description of books: no errors in dates, and few in 
spelling have appeared; whoever compiled it seems, moreover , to 
have been competent and discriminatin~ in copving titles or 
indicating contents. Meanwhile Mr. Westfall and I are 
proceeding with the task of indexing Brownt'.3's writin"'s and the 
Catalogue; lately mv part of the work has been interrunted by 
the findin~ of another Urne Buriall, and it is this which 
prompts me to send this letter, now lonq delaved. 

The Urne Buriall 1s in the Aver~ Librar,r of the school of 
architecturenf Columbia University, and was formerlv owned by 
Samuel Putnem Avery, the benefactor of Columbia. It contains 
eighty-one corrections, most of which are clearly Browne's hand, 
and I enclose photostats (duplicates, so that you will not have 
the trouble of returning them) for your consideration. Bebides 
confirminp; two of John Carter's 11 '1:host corrections, 11 fastned to a 
beame z and in a chamber, it confirms two of his own inde --endent 
corrections (p. 177, p.197), and it furnishes seven unique corrections. 
I ha.ve written Carter at len!lth, sendinQ'. a complete list, a carbon 
copy of which I enclose aere, and I have also sent an account to TLS. 
Now my page is runnin~ short, and this lon~ letter must end. I shall 
look forward to hearing your opinion of the hand in this newlv­
discovered minor monument to Sir Thomas and his urn~ and auincunxes. 

All 
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epist. to the 2d booke 
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p . 2 , 1 .10 

p . 3 , 1 . 10 

p . 12 , rnnr • 

p . l ,· 1 . 14 

p . 25 , 1 .19 

p . 87 , 1.13 

p . 30 , 1 . 8 .. 

p . 32 , 1 . 3 

p . 33 , 1 . 19 

p . 3',, 1 . 15 

p . 37 , 1 . D 
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p . 56, 1 . 27 
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p . 9'1 , 1.14 

p . S4 , 1 . 27 
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tho~cends of ve rs 

r Pra 1 suta cus 
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ir.d.ice.tion that tLeY follo • ~ - (net Di 0 · n 4 ' s band} 

rbef1ore thG :flclod 

Steb .. us 

fdouublea. --



p . 98 , 1 . 4 

p . 100 , 
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p . 119 ., 
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p. 122., 

p . 123 , . 

p. 123 , 
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p . 125, 1 ,..,., , 
_._. , ... _ 
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p . 126 , J.4 

p . 126 , n . 

p . 127 , 1.,.14 

p . 130 , 1 . 5 

p . 133 , 1 . 10 

p. 133 , 1 . 27 

p . 135 , 1 . 15 

p . 135 , 1 >· ·-
p. 1Z5 , 1 . ,J '7 

p . 137 , 1 . 20 

p . 139., 1.7 

Tenupha 

sonnes 

( no • '3r n e ' ~ b P nd) 

head 

uerc~ r .. _uer-c u.um -----

for 

Strat1.otes 

furze 

for· nen.bsne 1 _cn:l aftqr r . Hen"oane , nfter 
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p.141, 1. 14 

p . 14.6 , 1 . 15 

p . 142 , l . r.!G 

p . 143 , 1 . 19 

p . 150 , msrg . 

p . 151 , ms.rg . 

p . 154. 1 . 25 

p ~l5G , J.17 

p . 16'2 , 1 . 8 

p . 1,,~ , 1 • . 1. 

p . 166 , mr•rO' . 

p . 155 , mar·g. 
(opp . l . li) 

p . 173 , l . lG 

p . i74 , 1 . 9 

p . 17'7 , 1.1:; 

p l 81 , 1 . 1 

p . 187 , l:D r:, • 

p . 191 , rnnr~ . 
(o:i:;p . 1 . 1) 

p. 191 , marn- . 

p . 192_, 1 . 19 

p . J 9:3 ' r,l:" • 

p . 195 ., rnar • 

p . 197 , 1 . 26 

p . 199 , mar • 

p . 2c,,J , 1 . 1:.:, 

p . 2GO , 1 . , ~1 

p . 201 , 1 . ~1 

f ift h 

fbr l amble 

{not Bro· ne ' s hand) 

Delplhinium 

·vcc.zoll 

venter Ret1eul u ---
,1 
)J vvcr 1' {Pov) 

!ilaia 

fg] enorall 1 tie ,........---

(~lardly in1 a chsmfbe1r 

Ji~ --x~vt!~ 

"'uintu3 ef , (?) 

technolo!l'V -----

• 

Aristot maios 

i~ t f it vi rtua.11:I...Jlonoains four 
terl 

thi3 slv.mlrdl l bti.7el bean nrfinted 1n them''::! in1 
-YP3!'Entheses 3ncloso or "lsrv • • . descr!.£~1f·----

_glis .note !"ef:3rrr-esl_to_ ui,eTl!~ in [the1 , -x~--~~-
(on p . 196 a small Q is . raitten o-,p site v..uinauo) 

for consist r . connisti~g 

in Cvid met 

the drowsl 

[misprinted pa e number is corrected from .lQg t o ~1 
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Department of English 

Dr. J.N. Francis 
The Osler Library 
McGill University 
iV:ontreal, Canada 

Dear Dr. Francis: 

PRINCETO N UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

June 27, 1939 

Thank you for your letter of June 9th 
about the marks opposite the itAms ~n the Osler copy 
of the Sale-CataloRue. I had not remembered whether the 
copy contained any marks and had contemplated writing 
to you about it. The cataloP::ue of the library of Charles, 
Viscount Bruee,shall be carefully looked into. In his 
notes about his own copy of the Catalogue Dr. Fulton 
has indicated that the copy in ~orcester Colle~e Library, 
Oxford, has many of the items marked in pencil, some 
~ith a dash, others with a cross, the latter perha•s having 
been purchased by Geo. Clarke, the former owner of the copy. 
In Dr. Fulton's copy a number of items are marked, most of 
them verv faintly, usually with a simple dash, sometimes 
with a zig-zag line(-.,). Wheth0r these clues will lead to 
some of the volumes Sir Thomas or Ed,llfard Browne actually 
owned must be "referred unto consider ation. 11 

I shall probably be in London most of the 
time until August 25th, except for trips to Oxford and 
Norwich. rrhis summer's lease bath all too short a date 

\.I. for my task. The ea talogi-nP.' of the §a_J..e Q.a taJog}-1-e. has 
been going on all the pait year, though intermittently. 
Dr. Tipton Aestfall , who is assisting me, reports that 
he hqs finished making index cards of the items throu~h 
pap;e 28. I have ,iust finished the Enp;li~h section ... e are 
also preparin~ an index of all the specific references to 
books and authors in Bro,•me' s printed • ri tings. Just what 
form the edition ought to take when it is finally ready 
is of course yet undetermined. About that too I should 
welcome your advice. 

ILeanwhile, may I call upon you if I 
become ensnared in biblio~ranhical delusions during the 
summer'? I suspect that there are pitfalls on the ·vay. 
Being unfamiliar with the Britlsh Museum librarv and 
the Oxford libraries I may have to ask for directions, 
though I shall try not to trouble you needlessly. 
Thank you a,.,.ain for the information about the Osler copy. 

b pleasant summer, 

·:iincerely :rours, 

ju~; w,,,,Ji 



Dr. J. J. !"inch. 
D ;mrtm .nt of • n ,Ji,3h, 
1-rin , ton Upiv, rslty, 
·rinc,ton, N. J. 

f'e&r Dr. r'inch, 

20 Jun , H'lV 

Your l~tt ·r of. the 27th urrivcd ft r 
rr. llr,rncis haa J ft to "'t. tend th J me~ting of the 'r>dical Hbr.,.ry -ssoci, tion in N wRrk, N.J. From th r "' be lnt~nds to 'O on to- ~ rmud 0 und is not i.xpvct d back in the r ibr,,r.f untn th, nd of July. His ed<lr .ss in B rmuda. 
w:Ul b • ....U.ffil!t rsi Gu,st l:bus , fom,,rsot. 

l ith kind rc.gttrds to you and Urs . finch and iood wishes tor u hap,y summor., 

.:;it.or,·•te.r,y to 
the Librarian 



.14. ~ 1 «--:. ·~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ✓- .,z:.,._.., y✓~ ~ 
r~P(./ ,ut;.;· 2'-k_ c4 _1-et_ ~ ~ 6' ~J t=:r.t~ vtr~/ ~ 

&t ~ ,.~ ~ .LA-~ ,- ~ ,r-~ ◄ c::.✓ ~ ~ 
/ I, ✓,~•Jf. 44- L,, J-:-

Wr. J. o,. Fin('h, 
L·0 r·,rto nt of nr;lish, 
<'r(n, ton Univ .rsity • 
.'rinc ton. N .J. 

De,<.:..r .. :r. -Finch, 

9 Juno. 1959 

Fulton has r1rittr;,n me that you ar•; going to work' this summ~r ~t th1:, Br ... tish tuscum on the Sa.J0-Catalo.1tue • • • and wo1:1ld welcom•.:i suggestions about tha i...i¥alsti.t!;l'tion of /4.-k~ books, etc. It bes oc~urred tom~ thut tha Osl~r cop7 h1s & p, .... cuJ 1Hr m&rk lik f. a in ink opposit•:; a good mt:tny of the it"'ms. This ins.y indic ... t, tht..t thoe(-•. books 'r. bought for C'harl-·Hi , Vior,ount nru,, •[l682-:.747, Earl of . lgio ond of "-ifoabucy in 1741). Tho volum•j fr~-5 which our eopy of th~ :::1a.1e ... ."";t..t.f.ilogu,J ,J wed tak'"n bor .. his book-plt,k,l:.,nd is ent;-,r. d us No. 12 on p. 96 { d.~ 1117 /. of th,~ cf'talogu., of his tibr:°'ry at 'l'ott.:--nhrun, Wilts, whlch Wfl.S ,rrint::d.{in 173f.. It -.ould b~· vrorth wbl1!: looking u. th t cllt:;:.logu-" in the British •. >US""Ul! . 

'lbe.fo1Jowinf ls u list of' th,i items eo :rtarked. Th·:: f 11;ur,,s outsidei tht' bri eh ts 1,.rr- th e: p.!{gas in th~ Stsl e­Ca tril og u;; , th•. fit.. ur•, s in sid ~- br~<"!k '-J ts tJ r e: tb ~- 1 t"m.s: 

Yours sinc~r~ly, 



r. ,._,. 7 inch, :J'{•, 
142- Hoeg- R uu, 
:rinc ton, N.J . 

. !.Jny tnank for t-h• r•·•;1rint on 1'Urn Buri4ln, 
v. th th.= _xtr,.ct pro. -,r17 quot,,:d from my h,tt.·-r. 1 'w ufr1:1id th·<t cl-us .. .snd s, nt1 nc-f·· fo11oiliio~ yr:i.u:r quot()tion marks EH~ a 
Jittl misJ din.,,. • nt ·an~H->t, of ·:our&,, bc- ~osltiv<:' thut h..:.!:.:i (ln thls ~-1rticuJ«z-Jy cru.rop,_d s:,ot) th~ ht.nd is ~Jroy,;n<? 1s, but ,,h,-r v r tt.: r• l.s ..:.nou::.;h fr1:1,· mnrc;,lnnl r.rltint; to '.&ble !I*.'-~ t., judg', l flm Ju:,t u3 ;iositiv • Ct,rt r th&.t tn,~ corr-r--ctions in th.- "sl r copy ac- .utoff d~h. 

inilr :i: am in .. ost-int'Juc..n~wl critici.1 mo~dt I ,ou]d '':rc•morlc.lir _ n you 1:.bout th..: af.t'ul word you'vu obtruded 
b~tw..: n W)sl r 0 t.no his "Librtry" itl th., f'irst. footnot<) 011 P• ;,47 ( -

\ but nrytt h,,.) .ily, in th· t:-xt on th~ n ~'Jft page;. lt ls pe1:iudo-doxicA-1ly ,·t•idJ .. 1i~ now;.dt:1.fs, t•nd d:.,.:r old "•'opsy 11 Wi,,lch hr..d to o,r:p1<.tin th:,t . o: #,. ~-ouJdn 't w<->it tlJ. ho , ns .ti.d before miscclllnr:... his o ·to· nr-Ari:..n a 'hi•_v ·w nt the \'elch .:.tiORI ,L Llbrc•r.V! 

Oth- r~iti , l hi::,v•· nothing out thunks 1:.nii pr io~ for your o.ccount of thlr n,.w r .. crult to thr~ H7drlot phk elite. Ind r am th,d to h r th~t ~ork ls frogr,..:scing, in such good hunds, on th' -itJl"' C itr.Jo l.l'. 

Yours ainc r 1y, 



Department of English 

Dr . ., . 1V . Francis 
The Osler Library 

Dear Dr. Fraucis : 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

142-A Hodge Road 
February 16, 1939 

I am enclosing a reprint of an article 
about the Cornell Urn Burial which really had its beginning 
during my visit to the Osler Library in July, 1937. I took 
the liberty of quc,ting from your letter of September, 1937, 
and hope that the extract quoted meets 1:,i th your approval . 
. ,hen I showed the Cornell copy to John Cart er, while he was 
in New York last .Uecember, he seemed convinced that vne 
corrections were Browne's. 

Although the work upon the Sale Cntalogue 
goes slmvly, 1 have been able to make some progress with it, 
and am being assisted by Mr. ,,estfall, now at the University 
of Illinois. Dr. Fulton has very kindly put his copy of 
the Catalogue in my hands . If I am able to go to London 
next summer, as I plan, there may be something to shO'" before 
another year ms passed . 

Very siuperely yours, 
.-.l r,;..~ 

}J .s . Finch 



PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Department of English 

Dr. W.W. Francis 
Librarian, Osler Library 
McGill University 

Dear Dr. Francis: 

November 13, 1937 

Since I last \vTote you about the Cornell 
copy of Browne's Urne-Buriall I have found additional evidence 
for the corrections being in the author's hand. In the copy 
owned by Dr. Eli Moschowitz of New York (which contains an 
ex dono authoris inscription) I found the word neck on p. 123 t 
corrected to front (as it is in the Cornell copy), then corrected 
again to the usual reading, head. Although Mr. Carter had 
evidently taken both corrections as being in a second hand, 
in which many of the corrections are written, I am sure that 
front is in Browne's owm; and of course the appearance of the 
two unusual coDrections in two seprate copies in itself is 

convincing. 

I have written a brief article about the copy, 
and have sent it off, together with photastats, for public~tion. 
In ititook the liberty of saying that you believed the thousands A 

of :years corrections to be the same in both the Osler and Cornell 
copies, thomgh you could not be positive that the hand was Browne's. It~ 
Shortly after dispatching I received a letter from Mr . Carter, 

" indicating that you had written him about the Cornell copy, and 
asking whether I could help him with photostats of it. Since I 
lacked a complete set, I sent him a copy of the article, and 
promised to send photostats as soon as I could get a duplicate 



Department of English 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

set together. As I am anxious to have a complete set of my 

own on hand, as well as to send a set on to him, I am going 

to ask you to send me the ones you have, sometime at your 

convenience. Should you wish me to have a set made to put 

with the Osler collection, I shall be glad to do soo I am 

afraid I have neglected to send your photographer a money 

order for the work he did for me last summer, but I shall 

try to do this immediately. 

Very -truly yours, 

od1-~~ 
c;T J .s. Finch 

... 



~r. ~J ~ t. ~inc.tlt 
'rinc: t::1u t'niv 1•fitJ, 

rr inc tnn, ! .. J •. 

Ju1_;. 
int r st. 

... i "'-' v r;; sorrj to mis~ your vi3it, ut th •• •·l'.ki of n; .:-ui:·.. L;c- - rv .nl -- ill: n, : 6 to show JOU 0-v·~r-.1thin;· of 

"lur . hot-,,.:rt,1h :r is s-:c:ndln;_: you th.:• biJl for th • ·t!:>t·--::s i:,. t2, i.oclua i.m :..n i c w v..,i,'h J m .. vc ord 'r .:d, not you, 11rn , hich 11< : } , 0 ~ff tc- Jc·1 torr .)rror·. :t i'..: <, n . L tiv (''1oto:::.t"Jt of . , . ~6-? .:,f ... ;r e •· ,;· ,r n Jen :iur i• 2 n. Th core et ion "four 11 in th n • r- .::.ri ':' , • •. 7 JOU \': Li 0 int r ;t -,:' t.o car ··~r. i, L,h th t,, m •·)r1J .r.c ("' rr. .,, .. l?::.. ~~- t.ti "orn }] c-:ic:-1. I"t locJ-:s tom • ... f th✓1lr.J:. t:1 4, ,., Lh i'h l"'vr 1 • •f't:~on ~-0 t• 2,, "thomrnncE: of y~1rs 11 , fr •:c ~ tl. t..· s ;: • ; n i: o th c ·) - : --~, \' i th ·c.lL 0 ... JJ .xtrt orrJ in· ry B-1 i.rt 's 11 • Jf c.mrs l t., i~- ,Uff :cuJ t t,.::; v.: sur th•; t ·,· ·h -:,n-: of trr .. ·~· .~ ,ctu,_J.Ji rr..:.tt.;:n >/ -'.r .. ~\n \.i:. ►z--:t•. 0 ht::r~ h·· :'.1!,t, ',.ritt~n -xt oc1iv; 1/ ln t ,. n.~ r~ ins, :..r; .L.n t;-;0 or th .. - .- :-,:h-c i, ln --;ur co;;,J, I ~ouJ<.i £'\ Jir t:> h.:e :uto_r. ,1h. In .. ,:.st ·l .~::ir h .. ls ,1.,r-iting too cc.r .. folly f·)r ::>n° t.c:• ', .. ,ur~, th t it :..s hi::, h .. ,nd. ~·o, ·,11 ! y;ould f _ J _;,•rf ct::y .,; ,f in at~·in:; i:J tr.:•t soi.:.. of t~rc, f"orn:.:11 corr_:ct­ions w ·r- rot. l uy t.h•· ;1<:rr: h ,n~i tr:~ t rr .. d, so,· c~-:- th' cor- • cttonc: ln our hl ·r c-0 -y. 

~ h s not 1.-, r;tif.i _,--i th· ro1Jr, - of' th, lnt-r.:f,:-inc n __ r •v ln~, b '· :; ·a in , ,._,., "•)rm·n;:; of Urns''. I m,Y,_ l~ok d u~: onr :>r bo llk Jy J . ., .s f itr.:n .. t nur~c.: "':: but ):Jld lik to try .a;-.in. : L;f :: k. it ·.nd th oth• r h·2;:,o::.t ts {i. 1.ittl, lon~·'.r? 

~:L ,. nr. o.~ .rlJ wcJrcl fr:Jin fr.. ·t.rubl:: h· d m·.d, w" :·m:0 ,et tl:.!. t h h,:t t,iV nu. t:-:·· .:.c, of C!.:.tl.n,, th" r;;;al '-Cnt,1lor<u ll• I rc;_nc·r 1, ho: J'CU trry ~ rcu rt~ to ur:.drt~k• it. 



PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

Department of English 

Dr . W .w. Francis 
The Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal , Canada. 

Dear Dr. Francis: 

September 9, 1937 

My wife and I were received most kindly _])y Miss Brownlee when we visited the Osler Library in August, and photostats we ordered were sent very shortly afterv,ards, for which I am indeed grateful. I have not been billed for the photostats, end would appreciate knowing the amount,which I am anxious to pay. 
Since I wrote you about the Sale vatalogue I have become interested in a copy of the 1658 Urn Burial, bound up with several tracts by John Wilkins, now in the Cornell University Library. Al though not a perfect copy, and badly -eut, it has several marginal corrections in a seventeenth-century hand which I believe to be Browne's. Photostats of three of these corrections are enclosed, which I would like you to examine and tell me whether you think the hand Browne's. The complete list of corrections is as follows: 

p. 2. ~ ~n6usand years correc~ted to read thousands of years (this almost identical with Osler copy) 
p. 119 five seven 

{valueless; printed instead of written) p. 122 neck ~ front (a unique correction; all other, read head 
p. 173 two four 

( cor~tion deleted; ttstet 11 "'ri tten above by later hand; 11 in every one" not deleted as in other copies) 
p. 202 102 202 

(correction of wrong page number) 

All . these corrections except the last occur, ~ccording to Carter's edi ti'.)n of Urn Burial, inpther author-corrected copies, and all correct1p~in~ indicated in the errata list 11 the 1658 quarto t The "front" correction is 1however, independent of any printed source or author- correct.ed copy, 
seeming to indicate Browne's own work, and was perhaps inserted with the French meaning in mind. I have compared these few bits of writing with Browne manuscripts from the bri tish Museum, and find them decidedly similar. 



D epartment of English 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

The volume contains one other interesting thing: just before 
the first page of Urn Burial , the usual plate of urns ( Al- A'Tb being 
miseing~ is inserted another plate ofii.~;l;," • a photostat of whi!l..h ~ I enclos-e • The paper is different from rn Burial and from the..t 
Wilkins tracts which precede it . It wa perhaps inserted by 
the o~ner, or binder , ~rom a book of antiauities, but ho~ or 
·when I can not tell . I have never seen it before , and though I 
confess I have not searched thr...,,,gh early books on classical antiauities , I would like to solve the mystery of its inclusion ,r,i th -Browne . The copy passed into the hands of 
the Cornell Library from Andrew D. ,rhi te , first president of 
Cornell . On the first page of the Wilkin tracts the signmture 
of "Thomas Hudson" occurs . I talce it that the inscription 
"Browne of urns" on the second pile.t a of urns is the hand or f 
an e 0 rly ownPr or binder . A similar inscription occurs on the first page of the text of Urn Burial ~ 

I have been in correspondence with Chalmers about the 
Sale Catalogue , ana have learned that George Struble , of 
Lebanon Valley College , who had once undertaken the task of 
ed "ting it , has given it up . Whether I shall undertake it , 
I cannot tell . It seems· an immense task , if done rightly , 
and although I have ready access to Professor Cawley's 
photostats , or to the Yale copies , I should probably find 
it necessary to spend some time in the British Museum i '1 order 
to locate some of the rare volumes listed in the Catalogue. 
Should I definitely undeDtake it , I shall inform you . 

Pardon this long letter . I shall be very grateful for 
your opinion about the marginal corrections . 

Yours sincerely~ 

J!.f.:../4, 
Dr o J . S. Finch 

.. 



Department of English 

The Librarian 
Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal 

Dear Sir: 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

PRINCETON NEW JERSEY 

June 8, 1937 

~->v--.,_s,......_ t, ~~-~--•-..)l. 

" r " o'l~ ... .., 
L. __ 1-r J 
,r-r-) ' ~, r ~ u""" 
~ ..;>~~ ·tt 44~? 

I expect to be in Montreal for a short time during 

July, and since I am engaged in work upon Sir Thomas Browne 

am anxious to see and use the Osler collection of his works. 

Professor Herbert Davis of the University of Toronto writes 

he believes you would be willing to give pet'mission. Will 

you kindly let me know whether it will be possible, should 

I come there this summer? 

One item I am particularly interested in is the 

Catalogue of the Libraries of the Learned Sir Thomas Browne, 

and Dr Edward Brown, his Son, 8 °, 1710/11 ( 60 pages); I want 

to have a lica film made of this, entire. Will you be good 

enough to let me lmow whether you have facilities for making 

such a film? If not, I can secure a film of the copy in the 

British Museum, through a friend who is sailing for England 

very shortly. I shall be grateful for any information you 

can give me. 

Very truly yours, 

Ji/.~~ 

.. 



Mr. J. s. finchi 
f.\;_;;artm,~;nt of: English, 
Prince too Univs:0 rsi ty, 
PRINCJC~T:m, Y~J. 

I regr11 t th1:>t I sh .. dl b,~ away f'rom th~ Library 
durilli' July but m;i· ss51;,3t:rnt JJ.ss .Brn,:nl?e -,;ill b.e: liarc p1;;.:rt 
of s::v,;;,ry day r:. nd ;;h,:;i eould a.:rr&ngu for .r1rv books· yc-.J dasirs to 
lll2H3 t-0 ::::,.t plr.cei-d ill thn f;ed.:i..<:mJ I,ibr:1r.r SCNSS the corridor. 
1h'=? latter lib.r.ar.7 is opfm in July f'rom nine to t'lv~ excsj_pt 
Saturdays &nd Sundays. 

I ;;;.m nfr~1 i..J -it': hnve not r.hs rtteilit1€s for making 
& lice film- ot th:·i Brot!lt111 6H-le-eat.!:!logu,1 (4 453f). A f:s11 .rears 
!,go Dr. John F. Fn} tonJ $tt:>r1-ing 1:irof-,~Bsor or Ph;rsio.J.ogy at !ah, 
oht~irr.,d a. copy of th;:-, ?ri.zir:wl rmh-cntalog\ie. !tmight- bf, mor•~ 
c:onv12ni-2nt. for :;JOU to h~t'liZ ra film mi1dt of h5.s .~on7 t.ha.11 of thf~ 
B.:,i. •s. Our copy has br'1'Bn photosta.tl?d s,~varal t.i.m<?e. On:;; of the 
r.,hot".>stat co;si~-s is in th<1 N,..,,, York tcad~1m7 of ~Hdio.ine rind I :it· ... Ill{ 

h,:i.va u not:.' that )l;r. Robf:rt R. Ca~lc~:/, :24 Pyne Hall, h·inceton., 
t!Jbout l:?0t ,110~sJsac,d a ~hotost1:~t copy. 

,:l"°'am?hU0° if th~·.r« is · '",inytning I can do to ht£lp 
you b.;r :to;:5 s~8ci~J ro.tn:.;:t in ot.n, Vc,ry complotn colliirction 
of' Hro11rn,,:, H.,z>f;t~; 1 m,1 t•nti:r.1.r ut. your serviee. 


