OSLER LIBRARY,
10 March, 1945,

Dr. Bernard J. Ficarra,
Lahey Clinie,

605 Commonwealth Avenue,
Boaton, -

Mags., U. 8. A.

Desr Dr. Ficarra,

I am glad to hear you are "collecting"
your essaye, and am honoured that you should want me to
write a preface for them. Why not let them stend on their
own merits? They can, perfectly well.

I don't fesel eminent or intimate enough,
nor competent, to "butt in". And 1 hope you won't think
me ungracious if 1 ask you to excuse me.

Wity best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

2. b T
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GENERAL SURGERY
DR. FRANK H.LAHEY
DRrR. RicHARD B. CATTELL
DR. SAMUEL F. MARSHALL
DR.HERBERT D. ADAMS
DR. RALPH ADAMS
DR. C.C. ENGLEMAN
NEUROSURGERY
DR.GILBERT HORRAX
DR.JAMES L.POPPEN
THORACIC SURGERY
DR HERBERT D ADAMS
DR. RALPH ADAMS

BONE AND JOINT SURGERY
DR.G. E. HAGGART

ANESTHESIOLOGY
DR. URBAN H. EVERSOLE
DR.LEO V. HAND
DR. MORRIS J NICHOLSON

RADIOLOGY
DR HuGcH F. HARE
DR. ESTHER SILVEUS
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LAHEY CLINIC
605 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE
BOSTON. MASS INTERNAL MEDICINE
DR.LEWIS M. HURXTHAL
DR.FRANK N. ALLAN
DR. ELMER C. BARTELS
DR.CARLTON. R. SOUDERS
DR. JOHN W. NORCROSS
DrR.JaMEsS A.EvANsS
DR.GEORGE O. BELL
DR. A.SEYMOUR PARKER, JR.
DrR.JoHN D.DEPERSIO
ALLERGY
DR. HARRIET D. JAMES
GASTRO ENTEROLOGY
DR.SARA M. JORDAN
DR. EVERETT D. KIEFER
DR.S. ALLEN WILKINSON
DR. MARTIN L.TRACEY
DrR.DAVID McC. MCKELL,JR.
UROLOGY
DR. EARL E. EWERT

EAR, NOSE AND THROAT
Dr.WALTER B. HOOVER

ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE

Dr. DoNaLD T. CHAMBERLIN
BRIBENTINEY (P ColLcoOCKk
DR VERNON S. DICk
Dr.JoHN B. DYNES

DR. FRANK P. FOSTER
DR.JOHN L.FROMER

DR. GORDON R.LAMB

DR. FRANK D. LATHROP

DRrR. FRANCIS E. MCDONOUGH
DR. M. DoNALD MCFARLAND
DR. ROBERT L. RICHARDS
DrR.ROss W. RIssSLER

DRrR. DAVID |. RUTLEDGE
DR.MaGNUS | SMEDAL

DR NEIL W. SWINTON

DR. JAMES W. TOUMEY

D CHARLES A TUCKER
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CITY OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF HosPITALS

KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL
CLARKSON AVENUE, BROOKLYN

November 19, 1942

Doctor W, W, Francis
Osler Library
MeGill University
Montreal, Canada

Dear Doctor Francis:

Due to pressing activities with the Army I was
& unable to write to you sooner in regard to your request for
o the reference on the autopsy ofi Malphigi.

The reference is found in Ralph Major's text:
Classic Descriptions of Disease, page 515. This book is pub-
lished by Thomas Co., Springfield, Tllinois. Doctor Major
quotes the original article by Ceorge RBaglivi. The title of
the book is: The Practice of Physick, London, MDCCIV, page 461.

: In a recent letter from Doctor Sigerist of Johns
Hopkins, I have been welcomed into the Association of Medical
History, through the recommendation of Doctor Packard. In
several of the booklets sent to me, I was happy to find your
name among the honored members.

I sincefely hope that soon in the future I may

have the pleasure of meeting you personally.

VoyLs very trdl

’Bernard J/Z Ficarra, M.D.
Departmént of Surgery
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CITY OF NEW YORK
DeEPARTMENT OF HosPITALS

KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL
CLARKSON AVENUE, BROOKLYN, N. Y.

May 8th, 1942

W.W. Francis, Librarian
Osler Library

McGill University
Montreal, Canadsa

Dear Sir:

I am compiling the autopsy records on famous characters
in history. Among these personalities I have found references to the
fact that Sir William Osler was subjected to necropsy study.

My investigations reveal that only one reference 1is
avallable pertinent to the exact anatomical findings revealed at
post mortem. This article was written in the Journal of Comparative
Neurology 46:1, 1928. The author descrlbes only the results of
the brain studies.

I am interested in finding, i1f possible, the complete
autopsy protocol.

If it 1s possible for you to give me any information
in this matter, I shall be truly grateful.

Thank you most sincerely for whatever ald you may be

able to give me.
Youqéjggiy truly, ?;7

ard J. F
Resident Patho

bjf.db
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CITY OF NEW YORK
DeEPARTMENT oF HosPITALS

KINGS COUNTY HOSPITAL
CLARKSON AVENUE, BROOKLYN, N. Y.

May 14th, 1942

Doctor W.¥. Francis
Osler Library
McGill University
Montreal, Canada

Dear Doctor Francis:

Thank you most sincerely for your recent letter concem-
ing the autopsy on 8ir William Osler, The first enquiry for this re-

port from the Crerar Library, Chicago, was instituted on my behalf
by Dre. Ludvig Hektoen, Rditor of the Archives of Pathology. It was at

his suggestion that I wrote to you.

My investigations on "Famous Autopsies in History® have
revealed only eleven (11) outstanding personalities who have been
autopsied, I am very anxious to include Osler in this group in order
to complete the studye.

Many references are found in the literature to famous men
who were subjected to post mortem study, however, no record of the
pathological findings can be found. For this reason in my work I have

attempted to give as much as possible of the entire necrovosy.

If it is possible I should like permission to review the
the entire protocol on William Osler,

If this permission is granted and the Oxford pathologist
does not desire the information to be made public, his wishes will be
respected, My thesis which is practically completed will be published
in the near future. Therefore this permission and information would
be deeply appreciated as soon as conveniently possible,

Thank you once again for your courtesy and interest. I am
truly indebted to you for your kindness; please
very grateful.

Bemard J,
Resident

i -5 it
Dear Arch, Gans s
bjfvdd Below is a copy of another letter from Ficarra (14th inst.). He seems
to be in a hurry and offers to suppress the protocol if Gibson, to whom I have written §
objects. Do you think I should let him have a copy now?

So you went to New Orleans -- good for you! Kitty too? I spotted your
lower—case-looking "A. l." on the composite postcard.



