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Dr. "1lliam .Feindel, 
Dept. of Neurosurgery, 
University of Saskatchewan, 
Unive~sity Roapitel, 
Saskatoon, 
Bask., Canada. 

Dear Bill, 

Ob'LER LIBRARI:, 
15 August1 1958. 

I enclose a ahes..t" of notes (please return) copied 
from the mass of material bound up 1'li th the "Whole-Time• letter, 
1911,- which I sh~ll try to have typed for you. It is only 
12 printed pp. Photostata require me (meaning my deputy} 
to take the volurue dow11town and wait while it is done. Tell 
me :lf you are in haste for it, 

w .. o. was ready to mistrust his own judgment at 
70, and when Toronto g~t a full time cl.inic he aa1d McGill 
must not be allowed to fall behind. But he never approved 
of the idea. 

Sorry not to have seem the frantic five and parent .... 
Popsy•s ditto quintet are coming to diner tonight. Two sittingsJ 
the Germans have different words for humans and animals eating. ~, 

OctoBillygenarian 

iitr.r'ted 



DEPARTMENT OF NEUROSURGERY 

Dr. W.W. Francis, 
The Osler Library, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Quebec. 

Dear Dr. Francis, 

UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN 
UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 

SASKATOON, CANADA 

August 11, 1958 

f',T.o, I) I{ 

We came through Montreal with the frantic five on our way home from a holiday at 
Bic. Our stop-over between the Ocean Limited and the Supercontinental was spent at 
Ottawa. Roland Michener gave us tickets to the Speaker's Gallery and the three eldest 
children looked with some interest at the legislators sitting at double desks -- like 
an adult version of a progressive country school~ 

Bic was as usual, quite lovely. Zib was in the Scrimger homestead, we had The 
Reefs (it is quite above the high water level), and the Johnsons and Lymans were down 
at the big house. 

I have been writing up a note on undergraduate teaching in Neurosurgery and enjoying 
the reprint you gave me some years ago on science in the public schools, written in 1916 
by W .0. It is really quite "prescient' • and even before we got bitten by the bug of 
satellitosis ~ 

Now, going over Maude Abbott's bibliography, I note two letters by Osler on whole­
time teaching. One is on page 115, dated 1911, a letter to Professor Remsen. This is 
in the collected reprints, 1907-1920, number 295. Do you think it would be possible to 
get a photostat or a typewritten copy of this. I would gladly pay photographic or 
stenographic fees. This year again I am chainnan of the full-time clinical teachers 1 

group here and thought it might be worthwhile to review our experience 'with certain 
.reservations , as Maude Abbott puts it in the annotation. I note there is another letter 
in the B.M.J. of 1913. We do not have that volume here but we can get it from Winnipeg. 

I had a delightful visit to England this spring and saw Professor Cole's library 
at Re6,ding -- what a prize~ 

We all send best wishes. 

I gather W.O. was not too sold on the full-time scheme. If you have any other 
comments by him on it, I would be most grateful to know about them. 

Sincerely, 

fJW 7 . 
WF/emc Willi.am Feindel, H.D. 
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UNIVERSITY CF" SASKATCHEWAN 
UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 
DIVISION OF NEUROSURGERY 

Dr. W.W. Francis, 
The Osler Library, 
Medical Bldg., 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Quebec. 

Dear Dr. Francis, 

SASKATOON , CANADA 

This is just a brief note. First of all, I must thank you for the kind ~ /,h,--

letters that you sent Faith and myself after your anniversary dinner. ~ 7 r--
We have had wonderful reports of the dinner from Joe Stratford and I am 1. .,._"f.__,tl...,,{ 
sure it must have been a very delightful time. I enjoyed also reading ;~~~ 
the collection of letters which was published in your Billiana. - ...... ----- / 

Joe Stratford and I are just going over an index of neurosurgical ~ 
operations and we would like to have your advice on the term "discoidectomy" ~-/_ y / 
which I believe you introduced. Could it be just as well "discectomy" 7 ~· 
Or did you imply that we take out material that only looks like a disc s ~ t,t-, 
and we are actually just fooling ourselves? We would like to use the ~ A 
shorter term if that does not seem to disturb your classical sense. /' -b 

~ -~ -
~ 

We all send our very best wishes from the West to you and yours. 

Sincerely, c,,l,.J1- 1 ;,,, 

11:,P 1~c/JJ._ ~ 
1r -tL 01.l> 

wF/emc William Feindel, M.D. -~ 4 
t{:; ~ c.e~ ~ 
~ -. '[?,._ 
pt-~)~~ 

r/ ;'I- wvc/_ 'P If c.. o I ) 0 ,_ 
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UNIVERSITY CF" SASKATCHEWAN 
UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 

DIVISION OF NEUROSURGERY 

Dr. w. w. Francis, 
Osler Library, 
McGill Universj_ty, 
Montreal, Quebec. 

Dear Dr. Francis , 

June 1st, 1956. 

~ 1 ' ~1' ' \ '-' ' ) ~ 

Many thanks for your note of May 30th and all this erudite information 
from the East. 

There surely is something called an intervertebral disc and I still 
think you are implying that Joe Stratford and I have been taking out 
only something that looks like a disc and really is not a disc all 
these years (all these three years). One of the general surgeons here, 
Joe tells me, has made the criticism that we are actually carrying 
out surgery on an adjective -- this is only for your own corn.ment. 

Don ' t you think that the full operation should really be called annulo­
fibro-nucleo-pulposectomy7 Of course, there are some vessels that come 
out, too, and we should really add a vascoidectomy, and JoA also 
suggests that some of the bone occasionally comes out (by mistake, of 
coursel) so we should add osteo-oidectomy. what a horrible operation 
this is turning out to bel Do you really think it is worth it? It 
will take us longer to dictate our operation report and diagnosis than 
to do the actual operation. This is the trouble when scholars start 
doing surgery , of course. 

We were delighted with your letter and we are only tossing back a few 
of these points to make sure we are actually using the correct term. 
Please let us know what your present views are , as of June 1st, 1956. 

We and our families send best wishes and affection to you and yours. 

Sincerely, 

ft» 
WF/emc 
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