
Dr. C. B. Farrar, 
Editor, 
The American Journal of Psychiatry, 
216 St. Clair Ave. West, 
Toronto 5, Ont. 

Dear Clare, 

OSLER LIBRARY, 
17 April, 1956. 

It was more than good of you, it was e;ven rash, 
to come down to "1'-and-tbe-Osler-Sooiety•s party. I am 
alive todAY bee~use I swore off travelling ten years ago. 
Glad you liked my w11turgical rendition• - listening to 
it on the tape-recorder I am horrified by the nauiess or 
my top note. llodern Pi thotomist~, even Penfield '18, 
dontt know itJ like some other i>-OOd things at J. H. H. 
it faded away with W. o. in 1905. 

I enclose a cheque for $100 from Prinzaetel which 
I've endorsed to you. It came with no covering letter in 
response to & copy of the Bond Head section of yours ot 
3 March to me. Coneratulations to your Medical Historical 
Club on the successful negotiations. 

By this time you should have r eceived that 
extrarodinary book of •Tributes•, or fairy tales, t hey 
presented me with. I•m still buay recovering from my 
aatonishment. I wish Norman could have seen 1 t and Bill 
Holman. 

If your banker blinks at the alleged siwiature 
on Prinzmetal.t s cheque, assure him that I •ve had similar 
ones honoured out there. Anything goes on Beverly Hilla. 

ffW.Ficd 
F,ncla-

Yoursiiu/ 

(W. w. Francis). 
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Dr . W. ,; . Francis , 
Oslnr Library, 
McGill University, 
MOHTR.:::AL , P. G. . 

Dear Bill : 

March 17 , 1954 . 

Both of your letters ca::neall right , and the information 
in the first one I transmitted to the members of the ~edical 
Historical Club at their meeting early this month, which was 
the l~st meeting of the season , since the historical ni~ht at 
the Academy of Medicine, which comes at the end of the month 
or the first of April , takes the place of what would otherwise 
be the final meeting of the Cl ub . 

The menbers were much pleased with your news. Before we 
mc.1,ke any further assault on the provincial government , Dr • .I:{ . 

I . H"'r-ris is stirring up a medical friend of his who lives ~ "l'l...t.0/t.... 

Bond Head and who he assures us will p r esently inte r view the 
owner of the cows . 

~ ;c. 
I have a copy from Uo1·r1"'n of the ~i groun nicture 

showing H . O . at the age of 7. e were not sure jf the others 
shown, including the ttree brothers and two sister~ were rightly 
identified in the printed note under the picture . If you could 
refer to this photograph and confirm or correct the listing, I 
would be very grateful . 

CBF:sf 

Sincerely yours, 

~ . .c.--; 
C. B. Far~ar , M. J ., 
Editor . 
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OS LIBRARY, 
Dr. c. B. Farrar, 12 Ko.rch, 1~54. 
Aaericara Joumal of Psycl:d.e.try, 
216 Bt. Clair Ave., ;est, 
Toronto s, 
Ont. 

I aOJ>t P1tizl~metn.l a copy or the cairn propo~al froa 
your letJ., f!t" 1 and Jet this from him; 

1~Del4,;hted it.h Fo.rr ·r•s letter. Perba!'S it 
nd"''h.t not b~ necessar: to ~ve the nice old dirt 
coutltr.r road - to sbo, what humbl bag.inn :mgs 
the ai· atest of the great come r.roa. Ge th• 
o :in, irs - trtdn cos econd1 nd :ve the 
ro thirdt If they i'ew aore cks, 
pleiase let me w .. • 

• hile ou e a ut such great events, 
bow about a few oi:m le, dl nif"ied, small 131.gus 
in J. H. ! - e;uch ·;;, • th:t.r. l'O{.)!ll ,:-m. 0..,1..,r 
wr ",a his t.~t.book of. '1 dicin 1 • Or ,.": too 
Mlodrma tt1c?" 

Jim teb-ell a nt me a reprint recently o' hii:; 
"Introduction of Nbber gloves" frOJl'l •.nnal or ..,urger.,, 12,&t 902-4, 
19451 in whi I Wi1 delighted to aee an .almost reco&niaa lG 1:ieture 
of deiu- old Harold u.rsons »i&tina at the t'irst u -, of' thea ill an 
o,peratiou. 

Y-ae~/ 

( • i1. rancis} 

P.S. 1 hope you got 'tJ;f letter of th& 5rd fflich I see was not r ectl7 
addreased. 



1>.r. o., a. Fan:---Jl"1, 

11.mertoeUJ Jc0m-ual • t11f Ps,1chiat)riy 1 
218 st. __.,,.,.,...,.,, AvG. Wo•t• 
Tol"Ctrtto , 
~-da, 

O!ilai. tIBlkW1 
i March, 19J4, 

Bravo¥ 7our !Id. H1Gt., Glubl A es.lnt ~ ~ gm 
•~ ~w to wp:pl-.t tbe cow whi• ~ea P.t:i»~W 
(J.aote t!le a~u».d ~UM•wae all he eoaW find., l tol4 
hill w. o. 'iJ"Ould P'"Obabl7 have claiaed wt $he wee chtqe~t 
of the twaou.v calf which (be thoroughly believed) was tethered 
with hill on the day hie little siGtor was bona, Wld md.cb.. buttedd 
hill with the pail of .Uk betw•• the•• aearl;r d:t~ hia IUld 
•P1llbg thtdr aly tm suppl;rl 

l'• writitl.fl to I. P., who b $. oardi<>logi$t of 
r•pu,t.. Be bafl a gooo Oslfii eolleotioa dd (J;: waa 9DOe told) 
a "bottQIOlettt pu,1te,u ~:i.ght tdeali of 1tE!t11 1a; bets ~ ~t 
lad. 
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Dr. Willian Francis, 
Curator, Osler Library, 
McGill University, 
lvlOU'l'Hli!&L, P. Q. 

Dear Bill: 

M.:: rch 1, 1954. 

Anne Wilkinson has just told me of your letter reporting 
Dr. Prinzmettle•s contribution of flOO toward the memorial to 
mark the birthplace of Sir William at Bond Head. 

ASSOCIA1'E EDITORS 

KARL M. BOWMAN 
THEOPHILE RAPHAEL 
WALTER L. TREADWAY 
JOHN C. WHITEHORN 
CLARENCE P. OBERNDORl' 
LAWSON G. LOWREY 

This project was brouJht forward some time ago by the Med­
ical Historical Club of Toronto, of which I am a member, and 
there has been no end of int~rviewing and letter writing about 
it. The favored plan has been the erection of a cairn at the 
actual site of the cottage, which is one mile north of the main 
intersection at Bond Head. This tract of land is owned by a 
farmer up there and is used as a cow pasture. The main dif­
ficulty so far is to get this farmer interested enough to sell 
us a small bit of land needed for the memorial and an approach 
to it from the county road which passes it. 

I have latterly talked with Ken Andras who is naturally 
much interested, and he thinks that we should try to work through 
the Ontario attorney General who, I believe, has jurisdiction over 
the Travel and Publicity Bureau. There is a meeting of the Med­
ical Historial Club Friday evening of this week, when I will re­
port the Prinzmettle donation. Have you any nord that I might 
also pass on tothemeeting? 

C.J.t<: sf 

Sincerely yours, 

...... 
C. B. Farrar, 1-i, D., 
Editor . 



Dr. c. a. Fa?Tar• 
Ute Allerican Jo\U'nal of P~;rchia.ti--y1 

115 St Clair Avo..,, t1eat., 
Toronto 5, 

t. 

.., 

OSI,;, LIBRAri.Yi 
12 April, 11350 

l'he a.aiu of your last and a gentle hil1t fro. 
loi1U.D botb abatne •, so I tw:dily ocloBe a web-travelled 
report ot· all I kDo-'ll about the Bab7...011 .... tbe .... track. It has 
ct)me mok from 1.tucker IJJJd froa lwaer al:Kl 11• SUt' .. ,you. are 
no less reliable,. I've brought it lJP to date, with a. note 
of E., B. o. •u oontirmatio:o via ~ and ,ou. Au I ot& 
i.Q . .i:Uume1·, l have a ida that. those lu tvo affi<hl.vits 
t\U'tied up at Oxford .after VJO fs de tb1 but I v ha frequ.ont 
nin searches f'01: thaal thm-o and her • I aust havo seen tboa 
1n rq ar usl 

'roo bad C~couldQ1t get to the Osler dinner. 
I ga~her t"roUl Westei•n sources that you "filled the bill" better 
tb.an it could have been done by t.h1a 

W!'!Fc cd 
mcl: ... 



,;.. 

Ostml LIBlWlY1 
fl Ki.u-eh1 1911• 

tl:r. C. B. Fu-rar1 
Aaeri~ Jou.:rsml or l"o1cbiatq, 
115 l.)t,., Clair Ave,, West~ 
'.toronto,. s, 
o.ni. 

All :t k.Q()W c.bc:mt the Ba.b,r....on ... the-track waD on those 
WGo typed sheets l ettnt ,ou J.Gst ~. Do you Mod the loan ot 
them aga1D? 'l'he elu.'l1Ye at'f'id&vit.a ar-e en :abnolUtG ~~t.Gl"T• At 
the tir4e ·"h•n w. o. ~choo for tbea at l ff, l' •4tJlklin tn ... ta 
188? after the publication of' Uld1e, ok tb. 7 llMt.7 el hav bo 
in that J .. li Hot1pital liorax7 drv.wor; whoro muaer eaw th• al:!Oltt 
1894-6 .. 

I added t.bJ.s ne'til aftM' rou wrot:,; • a )'eat' ago cd:>o\J\ 
lo:t"llWlA 's talk wi t.h 51:.r E,. B. o. t 

"AG l. w;r-ota t.o Blumer., I have a ~u i.dee 
thtlt I hW the 1;.d't'idavit&l at Oxford after W., 04 •a 
deo;th. .i'od$1.bly it was 1Jl WT drl.1lama foi· I oftoa 
t1&arched foi• ·thea vainly ~iuce, both t,hQre and u 
iio•tr-eal." 

-P.:Leroe r~cker or Richmond mo gradua~ at J-. h,_ in 
19051 got All IO"" data together 1n lJ)4t, and wrot& t,,;;> •o the otbeJt 
dq ·t.hat he is thiukiug or publ1-ah.i.n.~ it now. Pe:rha.pu 1ou ahould 
get. in touch 'liith b.ta, or beat him to itt 

Ies, f..ll~, I go\ the u. r,. Ont. M~ J,. with row.., good 
Q.ddr ss, tmd q a.uh~ if l JleVeJ" a~tedzod it. 

l • loold.a!~ torfffil'd to thn t. vis1 t i;t"oa Anne ldlkin®n• 
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Dr. W.W. Francis 
Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal 

Dear Bill: 

March 9, 1951 

A recent conversation with Norman Gwyn was probably 

the reason for his writing to you further about the "baby on 

the track." I thought it would be interesting to get all the 

available documents together relating to that memorable inci­

dent. I have the comment th~t appeared in the New York Medical 

Journal in 1888 together with the copy of the clipping that had 

appeared in the Winnipeg Free Press, which was copied from the 

Minnedosa Tribune. 

You remember George Blumer mentioned in his contribution 

to the Archives that he had seen in the Hopkins Hospital library 

the actual affidavits of the Manitoba train crew concerning the 

w.c . accouchement. That was, of course, some 50-odd years ago . 

I wrote to Dr. Blumer in California to see if he could help me lo­

cate those affidavits, but he tells me he knows nothing more about 

them and wonders whether W. O. recovered and took them with him 

when he left Baltimore . 

I haven't written yet either to the Hospital or to the 

Welch Library and was wondering whether you might have any know­

ledge of the fate of those precious affidavits. Can you give me 

any suggestion to whom I might write to inquire? 

Incidentally, I earmarked a copy of the University of 

Western Ontario Medical Journal containing my address at the ban­

quet of the Osler Society last year to send to you and wonder if 

it ever reached you. 

We are all glad that you are going to see Anne Wilkinson 

sometime soon. I have talked with her a good deal about writing up 

the four Osler brothers, and she has become much interested in that 

prospect. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ 
CBF/ml C. B. Farrar, M. D. 
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Dr. c. B. ar:rar, 
1lhe Amox·ican Journal ot' Psychiatry t 
113 st. lair AVt;;,; ,i&st, 
l'oronto 51 

Cat1ada. 

:that · lig o Uedici, Boston, 18621 wa' the second 
book • o. boueht1 in 1868 in Ar:ts o.t 'l'd.nity, and it remained bis 
favo 1te copy of his fa.vo1•1 wo1•k o • his fa.vorit.e author. The 
fint boo be bo~t waa a Sha.kea~1.~a, but, he said, ".Jome Son­
of-S.llal stole it!" On tile front fly-l at (oot the back) of tho 
Bro ne be &cribblod :112 pencil, on hia eath be, "I doubt any 
aan can aoro truly say of tbi bo k, ComfR x;;to. vito.egue'1 ccom ion 
of my l1t'e1s Jouney,. 

It i an tUJ~iNlt upr.assi.on, but i., O,. got it, I 
thi.Dk, tro• llllOther romae, I ,uc or •illiu., no rolation, who 
directed iu his will that thiq $hould put into his cofi'ias his 
ttI:,1z1vir Horace, cgaoa !1i p.was j1liOX'rl' out b7 and with 11 t 

:t•ve b~ a lot or corres no.once with and about the 
!en a Osl r c. nnd have a gr11Jat a<htira ion for C:i.·ane and hifl 

pepful m,,, thods,. I reO$~tly wrote him, VJ.rchow collected crania., 
but l col ect Cmpjua,. My laD vieit to .London we. uni'ol·ge table, 
but. lo»g before the oociecy. lt n.s f'or the meotirl, or the Cel)ad1an 
lladiMl J.ssoc1a:tlQQ, ot whi I as at the t.uae, tor J\Y' si.Xls1 -bec.t·et.ry, 
trea~lll"el', a.ad workaa editor. Itunnin that. inoetin ~ like a on ... 
aaD-show-three""1"1D -circus, 4lld the temperaturo was 100. Four days 
with the president, nr. Hugh JkCallua, gave se a great adairation for 
ha. Ha got thins done,. At the la$t evening meeting, Yhon everyone 
was IJ-a:rl7 emausted, and we had eongr tulated each other tha.t at. lee.at, 
old Pol1011tus had l)Ot turr.ted up for the first t.iae oince the .Aasoo.i tion 
started, didn't th:, old fool atalk 1n ltf4eatioall7. Bens (like ae) 
1n bi .lltUdote.ge rad apt t.o epoalc unasked for an hour. MoCallua ade 

a sho'\lt into the old JDlmfa eeu- that if' ha would l1lilit himself s ictl7 
to t'ive lld.9utes1 we would elect hia the f1rtrlt bonorar1 life 11$ll'bel"• l 
bad a ~ tllu getting it a.croes, bUt he swallowed both the insult a.d 
\be ba1t. H© only took~ milluwat 

Re4ently I had occasion to look up the "Ser.rl--Cantannial 

I 

(' 

' l J ---



Celebration• of our iiedieal <\\calty, Montr03.l, 1882• and wau i11t.erosted 
to 1ee that Oalll:r,. propo$u,,g the toast of sister insti tuti®o1 UJoludad 

•the ••w Westi)m College, latol;r established ill London. tt He 1·egrotted 
thatao repreoeutat1ve \lffl.S }!J."esent. 'Jllat was, of' courae,~fore w 
taught th lusten s bow to plq footballJ 

Perhags 7ou can read l!lom of this to the boya {and girla) mea 
coOTeytng IQ' reg:Nlts that there is 110 repre1;1,i2tati-.e there of tho 

iic~au Osler Gioiet,y • 
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113 ST. CLAIR AVE. WEST, TORONTO 5, CANADA 

Dr. w. W. Francis 
Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal 

Dear Dr. Francis: 

Feb. 21, 1950 

May I bother you once more? The meeting of 
the Western Ontario Osler Society is on March 8, and I was 
wondering if you would care to let me have a little message of 
greeting which I could read to the boys. Norman is going to 
prepare a brief message of that kind, and I am sure that they 
would greatly appreciate hearing such a message from each of you. 

Would you let me know whether you may have 
visited the London club in years gone by. I am also interested 
to know whether there has been any kind of reciprocity between 
the McGill and Western Ontario Osler Societies or any mutual 
visiting. 

I have one more favor to beg of you. When I 
visited the Library and you showed me the special copy of the 
•Religio Medici" that Osler kept by him I copied the pencilled 
lines Sir William had written inside the back cover, in which he 
said what the book had meant to him. I seem to have mislaid the 
note I made at the time and would be most grateful if you would 
let me have a copy of those few words the Chief had written so 
shortly before the end. 

With apologies for asking so many questions, and 
warm regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

cv~ 
CBF/ml c. B. Farrar, M.D. 



Pr. C. • Fw.T&r, 
.1:;c}itor, 
Juae:rical) Journal of :Paycbiatry, 
115 .., • Cla:u- tve. ~st, 
oi .. onto 51 

Ont. 

OSLEf' LIBP.Allt, 
. 6 Feb,., 1950• 

l have a lo~-stw'ldin adm1r. tion for Crane 
and th way ha has foau,roo his liVrJ....wire r,e te11.l OJ>tar • o 
Osler .:JOC1@ -;:,1 W)d. I'm glad h1t1a got you to addreas the 

Oar we.-o o~ a.ai in 1 211 
s d nte, C J,. l'1d&lla.r and J'.. v Henry, tb • s .. iotant 
l 1·ot'essora., It was S\l8fjt· ted, and devotedly t'ostered :ur~ 
it3 tet1thin;; t.lroubles, b,r s. :., frbitmul, who wa.s prot'es or 
of-W31!\tol!J' h~re 1919...34, now at Bristol, l'fho bad been a ravorite 
.of 0$ or'5 t Oxford. 

Bestd~s thr,; ffil.on1 Ont., .;.-0cietJ, foWJded 1a 
19271 tbe:rt:J is ~u Oi:-..hr Club of the u. of Alta. at nwa1 
w ich colllprised all th~ final yt;Bl! $tudents. Meatin~~ , era 
ffeq t.wo 1f0clte1 when thr0 a pape:r.B ne:i·e i•cad.1 one 1:¥ ... ing 
hiato.dcal., nr. ,I., £. l!aw1inaon1 prof. of lllllatomy t.herG1 
is busy roviviug it this yee.r It lan&uished during the Viar.-

Dr., ,?a,. l.iibson., I b·iliev • is orgnnb1ing • 
OslGr Soc. at too u. of B. c. 

Also the .:i u .~ to b- an Os.1 ·r Club in conueot.1011 
with the J.esculapia.n 8oaiet7 at Queen•a• but the Club bad lapsed 
bf,t"ora 1954,. So hoo. the "Osler Societ.7" at the U o • Illau. , which 
functioned for Ol'lly t O years, ,l.926 ud 11. They sent the Li rarr 
a bt'.nlnd volum'.11 of the COlltributi:n1s, mst oi' thea by meJObers of the 
faoulty. 



Ill tbe Oalor- DWll'bei~ ot the Archives of Interw 
lied., luly 19'i1 .h.sth-01' li.0seJ:1craDtlS ua h'f.lr artiole, "Pouthuous 
tributes•, h4s a COltille of pugest 191...3 oo "Club~ and Societies• 
c».lled attor ha. 

\ 
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113 ST. CLAIR AVE. WEST, TORONTO 5, CANADA 

Dr. W. W. Francis 
Osler Library 
McGill University 
Montreal 

Dear Dr. Francis: 

Feb. 2, 1950 

I wonder if you could tell me when the Osler 

Society was organized by the McGill medical students, and also 

if you know whether there are other such societies in Canada 

beside the one at Hestern University. I was curious to know 

about this as I am expected to attend the annual meeting of 

the Osler Society at Western University in Ma rch and offer some 

recollections of Dr. Osler from the Baltimore days. 

I recall with pleasure my visit to the Osler 

Library several years ago and your courtesy in showing me about. 

Very kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

CBF/ml c.1!7~ 


