Columbia Enibersity
College of Physicians and Surgeons

DE LAMAR INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH
600 WEST 168TH STREET
NEW YORK 32, N. Y.

September 14, 1944

Dear Dr. Francis:

I learned only after my text went in of the error
in my date, that is, 1908, instead of 1922, for the Kipling
address. I have written at various times requesting, in
vain, through London, & copy of the volume you refer to.

My errors of wording and inaccuracy of quotation
are due to the fact that my original memorandum on this ad-
dress came from a newspaper report of the event which reached
me without date of publication.

I shall ask the Academy to get hold of the book,
"Doctors", which you refer to and am ashamed to have been
go slovenly in my quotation.

With all good wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,
/zaéw—u« Z/u,usm_.-
Haven Emerson, M. D.
Dr. W. W. Francis, Librarian
Osler Library
McGill University

Montreal, Canada
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DR. NORBERT ENZER
MARQUETTE 8-5384
425 EAST WISCONSIN AVE.
MILWAUKEE 2, WIS.

May )"'a 1953

Dr., W. W. Francis
MeGill University

Osler Libaary

Montreal, Quebec, Canada

Dear Dr. Francis:

You were so kind to write me about the Rosen article
concerning Osler's contribution to silicosis. I appreciate
your thoughtfulness no end.

Osler's paper, in the Canada Medical and Surgical
Journal of 1876, which I am now in the process of analyzing,
is really a great contribution--the more so since it is entirely
an independent investigation. In the light of our modern con-
cepts of dust reactions in the lungs, Osler's observations con-
cerning, particularly, the migration of particles through the
lungs without the influence of phagocytes is noteworthy.

I wrote Norbert that I had heard from you and that
you have not seen him lately--from what he writes he is going
down the homestretech under considerable tension which, he states,
is a common thing among the students generally, these days. As
I observe medical students in this era, I frankly do not envy
them, for in my day it seemed to me times and circumstances were.
much easier, A

Gratefully yours,

e

Norbert Enzer, M. D.

NE/zk
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17 April, 1958,

Dear Dr. Hnser,

“ile I've got it before me — I was
3mmm«mummzm
Bpom this, as I remember ii, & good srtiele:

M Sey OUsler om Miner's Phthisis,

« Hist, Hed, & All, Sei., 1949,
j,: 255266,

fours simecervely,
Ly

o By ?mis, HaDay
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Dr. Bisach 8. ipler, Fah’t»:{;v': Gals el
518 Cladstons Lume, |

Jecksonville, Iil. ; losronle guwinY

Dear Dr. Lplers G TR

The Weleh: Librer; ought to have found you some date about
that materiel if they looged dp the manuseript section or in the index
of Osler's srinted catslogue, "Sibliotheca Usldriana, Q;reré, 1989,

io =hich, on p. 6886, it is thﬁs degerived: R

# 7644, ™A Study of Dying. J.ohns, ﬂteyhial; aceapitalgs
¥. Osler.® Statistics of 486 cases; typewritien e¢. 1304
oo with the f‘tﬁﬁ} f.ﬁ&i@»&&ﬂia (1&&?“‘}3 Beim

ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁli&h@& but susmsrized in bis "Sclence and lamortality®,
Ing&rsali Lecturse, Bostun; Hougbton, Wif{lin, iéﬁ@, ps 19, us follows: .

L 4 hsve careful records of- a&a&t five hundred desti-beds,

. studied particularly with reference (o the wodes of
desth and the sencations of the dying. The lalter slone
conurns ws here, Hinety sulfered bodily pain or distress
of ope sort or another, eleven showed mentsl soorebension,
teo positive terror, one expressed s@irizaal\auﬁz%axagaa
opne bitter remorse. The great smsjority gave no sign one
wuy or the other; like thelr birth, their death w»us & sleep
spd & forgetting. The Prescher was right: io this matter
wan heth no yrefmipesce over Lhe a&aaa, -~ 'as the one

 disth so dieth the other' (Zeelsgis s AilelB).*

, See slso Usler's leittur to the ’Sﬁsﬁ&atﬂt’, Lond., 4 ¥ov., 1911,
eriticizing suetsriinck's hysterieal bouk, "Desth®, Lond., 1911, This
letter is reprinted in full, with other lnterssting comments, in Cushing's
life of Osler, 18985, vol. 2, pp. £88-800, 3ee also vol. 1, po. 8§8~6ﬁ, for
cunu&ﬂt on the Ingesreoil lecturs.

fou say im your istter that you had just *found in an ?aﬁlzah book
a reference to the data®. I should bs grateful if you could glve ms that
referencs, ; ; .

1 enclose & transcrigt of the form of printed csrd, 7 x 5.5 cm,,
wirich Qsler devised end hed distributed to the wards to be filled Lo by
house offleers,clinical clerks, or nurses. The purses, I ranmsbar, hated
doipg it. It sesmed like snslysing the dying.

is for copying all the data from the 486 filled-ip cardse, thnt
would be & big job, aund ag thess records were not puviished by Osler himeelf,
1 am pot st libarty to allow them, far purposes of §ubizcatiaa, Lo gel out
of my control. :
i}. ? '9‘
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‘ Tell Mecht thal the delay is mise and thet I can't belleve
Galer over oa have galled the yalher innccent though futile doctrime of
cmetupes sither "@lascraceful” or Fabominab o¥y 1 find no reforpencs io i
in the carly ods, of the textbook. Eore is 81l I've monaged to §ig wp so fam

in bis "hvolution of modern wodiclne,® 1921, pe7, "ihe soseclation of
jdoas was suggestive -- the plont eyebright was used for cemturics in dise
mﬁf%mmﬁﬁWﬁwiﬁmﬁWﬁ%ﬁﬁm the puplld of
the uyos The o3d berdals are full of similar 1llustrations wpon which, lndoed ,
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. the se-ealled doetrine of simatures depends,”

hytogmononics,® 1580, wo, 5716 in his "Dibliothees
Uslerisme;” 1050, %.0, pot this note: "Forta sought o diosover the propovriles
of :Jents secording to tholr spalegles with the dilforent purte of the anlmnl
body, 'Un pareil systdme ne psut condulre qu'd des sbsurdilds, et e'est ik, oo
offet, qu'srrive prosque toujours 1'auleur! (Jourden), For & modern comical
considevetion of the subject see Prof, B, W, Wood's YHow to lell the birds
froa the $loesrs' apd Yinlual analogucs’y®

Sorry to miss you this s.me WKlss Dy is off this afterncon, so dom't
sapoct this of belmy ber typing. : ;

Yours evor

{We Ve Pranels)

Under Porta's UF
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V ces Dr. W.W. Francis
Osler Library

15 October 1953

Dr. M. B. Etziony

475 Chempa
mm:w
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Your lstmﬂﬁwmlgﬁ,ammw Curator of Rare
Books, Dr. mmmﬁmw‘mmmmwm.wm
is absent for the mmmronanmmmmm u;mx

‘Q&aim of the Church or have been W elsewhere. It contains
mwpt mmrnmfwuwtmmwﬁmmm -t
“that mey cccur in the life of 2 medical student, a medical practitioner,
a medical teacher, etec. If you wish to see the book, we shall be glad
to send it as an interlibrary loan in care of Dr. Prancis at the Osler

Library for your use.

There must be hundreds of prayers of mut&m pm&s‘im on
record, and I am doubtful that you could put more than a scanty
selection of them into a one-volume anthology. One way to start the
search would be to pick out the known medical sainis.-Cosmms and

“Damian and all the rest--and look them :xy in the massive volumes of

_mw*:wmm , Greeea. I fear it would be
’_ft ﬁm 3&3&. however.

ARG

e ki Mmml to your purpose can doubtless be found among the
bocks and articles listed in our Index-Catalogue under "Medicine and
Religion.* If you find there any specific works that you would like to
examine, we shall be glad to send them on interlibrary loan insofar as
they are available.

Your topie could be so defined as to take in magical spells and
incantations, tut it would probably be better to leave those out.
Material on them is suggested in the Index-Catalogue under ®Magic" and
under *Modicine (Magical).®

As for the Qath of Hippoecrates, I have always understood it to be
the earliest thing of its kind preserved. Ludwig Bdelstein, inm his 6i-
page essay on The Hippocratic Oath, ,umima in 1943 as a supplement
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To: Dr. M. B. gﬁiﬂw

475 Champagneur Avenue
Montreal , Cansda

to the Bulletin of the History of Medicine, makes out an extremely good
cagse for regarding it as a specifie product of the Pythagorean philo-

sophico~religious sect of the 4th century B.C., but he makes no effort
to trace any previous oaths or covenants of the same general sort. 1
doubt if there were any.

On the other hand, there were numercus later revisions and adap-
tations of it, as noted by ¥W. H. S. Jones, The Doctor's Qath (Cambridge,
1924 ). One is the form of the oath *as it can be said by a Christian.®
Jones in an appendix compares the promises made in the Hippoeratiec Oath
with the commands laid upon Hindu physicians in certain of the early
medical books of India. It is, however, only fair to note that these
promises, eovenants, oaths, and commands are not in any proper sense
prayers, and I hardly see how you could legitimately include them in an
anthology of the prayers of physicians.

Very truly yours,

WILLIAM JEROME WILSON

Chief, History of Medicine Division

% § Librarian

\/r. W. W. Francis
Osler Library
MeGill University

Montreal 2, duebec
Canada



