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July 1950. 

Dear Friend of Ewelme Church, 

Old Rectory, 
Ewelme, 

Oxford. 

In the report sent to you in January, we said that we 
hoped to hold our Service of Thanksgiving in June but there 
have been various delays and unexpected repairs so that the 
date now fixed is SQAQay, $QptomGoP 21th at 3 p.m. If you are 
able to be present and would like a seat or seats reserved 
in the Church, will you, please, let me know before 
September 15 th • J' a.1::-r 6, ..J-t-P. ..2. 3 r/.. 

We are waiting for the tower and North porch to be 
coppered. The woodwork is all finished, the new clock 
installed and the bells in place. As the bells could not be 
moved cut through the West door, the early Victorian deal 
screen at the West end had to be taken down and this opened 
up a vista of the Church, unseen for a hundred years, 
revealing the original plan of the architect. We have not 
replaced the screen but instead have hung curtains from the 
apex of the belfry arch which can be drawn when required. 

A mullion of one 6f the clerestory windows fell and 
broke a choir stall. On examination, other stonework needed 
attention and in addition we have had to spend over £100 on 
having many of the windows re-leaded and broken glass 
replaced. Our Architect assures us that the fabric of the 
Church is now in really good order and it is wonderful to be 
within sight of the end of the great task which you have 
helped us to complete. We are also within sight of getting 
all the money we require and are deeply grateful to you for 
your help. 

The accounts have been audited half-yearly and 
detailed balance sheets will be available in Church on 
September 24th. - These will shew how the money, just about 
the £5000 we asked for, has been spent but will not show what 
is beyond price, the enhanced beauty and dignity of the 
Church and the love, care and sacrifice which have made this 
restoration possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

Margaret G. Somervell, 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 
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Sir- Will you allow m~ to make a1:1 ap:peu. in your columns f on 

bohalr of Ewelme Church? The whole of its roof has been so severely 

daaaged b-y thfJ death wateh beetle that i&mgdis.ts r f, &toratioo is 

to do this pro,1erl_y. w~ are -a snw,11 community of 469 people. We till 
i 

the land and grow watercress f'or a 11-vin:g.. From the vHlage ar.,d neigb-
vt-

borhood sums htt.ve been r113 <::eived wbleh~ with a grant from the dioeese, 
f-.... 

amount to £680. To raise the remainder a mucll wider appeal is necessary. 

:Ewelme is remembered by most people for it$ own natural charm and 

for the group of buildings eOl'll.prising the :sehool, ahlshouse (nror 13 poor 

men"}, and church, which form a eombins.tion unique or its kind in the 

unity and complet;enE:,SS oft.he whole and in the beauty of its .setting. 

Begun in the year 1432 1i t. 1lias completed and endowed by Jrilliua De ta 

Pole, 1st Duke of Suffolk, e.nd tdiee, his wife. &'he was the daughter of 

Thomas Ch&ucer, aon of Geoffrey Chaucer, the poet, and wido• of tho Earl 

of Sal ls.bury, G~nd.er-i:o-Chiiiaf of the Army in France, who n .s killed at 

the siege of Orlaws in 142t::l. Sbe had. thus married euecess.ively ~o of' 

l i 
.J 

two of the most distinguished Englishmen of the time. Thomas Chaucer coe 

wt.o poesession <Jf the ~nor of .Ewelme at the end of the 14th .e,mtury. He 

fought at Aglneourt., taking with him to Franca aen from Ewelae. Member or 

Parliament for Oxfordabi~, aever&l times Speaker of the House of Commons, 

Ambassador to Fl'a.Doe, negotiator of.' th~ treaty ot Troyes, he held high office 

under Richa:rd II, !fonry Tl, and Henry V. 

E:"Welme is thus intimately connected with tha fortunes or the Chaucer 

and ill-fated Su'(folk families .. The first, Duke or Su.ff'oik was murdered at 

the instigation of his political opponents. 
--.:;:... 

The 2nd Duke, John, married 
:::_ 

Elizabeth Plantaget>et, sister of Edward IV, and so th.e descendants of the 

poet Cha:UCJe:r had rise.o to be prhtces, and one of' them, John, Earl or Lincoln, 
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was e.ctual ly named us heir to tht= throne by Richard. III. He and his two \ 

brothers all met ~.ith violant deaths ,and Ydth the• the me.le line of the 

De ·Ls. Poles bec&lrie extinct. In 1606 James I united the Rector,- ot Ewelme 

to the Rcgius Professorship of Divinity at OXford hnd the Master of the 

iJ.oshouse te the Regius Professor of ttedieina. The foraer arrangement came 

came to an end in 1872: the latter still exists. 

1,moog the treasures of the church nre:- The well-known beautiful 

alabast{tr tomb of ,nice, 1st Duchess of Suffolk, tta monuraerit as fine in 

taste Wld us ioosterl1 in exttoutiOfJ ti.S any of our alabaster worka", and of 

great interest nat.iom .. Uy bec~use it is in all probability a pr<Xiuot of the 

school of sculfture that tlourished at Nottingham dw:·ing th~ 15th c~ntury; 
...,.. ~ 

the tomb of Tbomus Chaucer •ith its 24 shields and 2 perfect brasses; the 
:::-- ,. 

oak and chestnut roof of the chapel decoruted with fWll.r carved figures of 

winged ang~ls and the !:it1.cred )bnogrf:Uli. the lofty and elaborate font cover> 

eaid to be the ~4rliest of its kind; the ~reen; f6 ancient brasses dating 
(J-, 

from 1434; and a number or BmE..llar objects of arcbeological interest. All 
" =-thsse have oeen well ea.ref for for S?{) yeg.rs. Of these we are the present 

custodl&ns , ~nd •e ask for financial help to ensure their safety by restor­

ation to its foner souoon&ss of the root of the sacred building which 

houses them. fie still wt:ult t:.bout £2,800. Our appeal bas the approval of 

the Bishop of Oxford. 

l shall be glad to recEJive and acknowledge any contribution that may 

be sent to ma. 

A. 1. HUMPHREYS 1 

Ree tor of E1tel11e . 


