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Varch 4,

Deear Dr. Francis,

Many thanks for your card telling me of Sir Nerman
Moore's His¥ory of the Study of Medicine in the British
Isles. I have read Lecture 2 as it appeared in The
British Medical Journal in 1905, and found 1t dealt with
the latter half of the century, using Dr. Edward Browne
(1644-1708) as the central example; but the lecture may
have been expanded before publication three years later.
It will certainly be worth looking into.

The Osler Library looks, on your postal, like an
ideal place to read and study. Maybe I can turn my
steps in that direction on some vacation trip within
the next few years, I should certainly like to see
the Library, and to thank you in person for all your

kindnesses,

Sincerely yours,

Donald G, Dorian
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February 18, 1944

Dear Dr. Francis,

Thank you for the tranacription of Bave's "Status
Nobilissimae Heroinae Dnae Harley," and for the helpful
annotations on it. I haven't had an opportunity to go
over it at all closely yet, as I am still ruskhlng to
finish up a particularly busy season of teaching; but I
shall be able to turn to it carefully soon.

I can only make the wildest guess what Bave meant
by that small "b" in two of his prescriptions. Would
bis in the sense of "twlee as much (as of the preceding
ingredient)" be quite impossible? I1'm so completely ig=-
norant of the forms of these prescriptions that I can't
tell offhand whether it would fit properly or not; for=
give a layman's guesswork if that would make nonsense or
poison of the good doctor's dosage.

With best regards,

Sincerely yours,
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YXXI1T. Status Nobilissimae Heroinae Dnae Harley delineatus 13 Maji 1636.
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Nobilissima haec Domina annorum plus minusl.fv complexionis ex sangulnggf
melancholicae ut patet ex naturali genarum colore florido, capillamento nigra,
corporis gracilitate, & venarum amplitudine; & constitutionis tenellioris,

jam a quadrienno valetudinariam egit vitam, mutatis scilicet viceribus naturalibus

é .
4 debitd et folitd crasi ex febre continud & ardente qua tunc temporis

corripiebatur. Jam a semestre peperit filiolam debitd periodo; a puerperio
v 2 : o
solitu debilior non ausa fuit sese exponere afrl, tam ratione frigorls.géten81orls,

ae
quam ascititi¢ debilitatis. Natura tamen tandem paulatim sese recolligentibus

v e
viribus deferuit una cum grabato cubiculum; Donec circa veris principium sensip
. -
labescentibus viribus, denue affigeretur lecto; maloque inqégﬁ incrementum

e S MAes o
capiente vocaf?r in auxilium ggptﬁ’die huigs mensis, advolavi itaque octava, ac

o)
reperi Dominam conquerentem d;e capitis dolore, debilitate crurum, & anxietatibus,

")

s = p
Causas ut indagarem de vapiy$ quaesivi; Lotium erat nec valdé saturatum, nec

<
crudum, sed sedimentum minus laudabile, quippe net album, nec leve, nec aequale.

v

Mediocriter appetebat, parié ingerebat, ingestaque sine noxéd digerebat. Pulsus

tardiusculus etsi de aestu plerumque conquereretur nocturno Domina. Enarratis

” al_ 7
autem symptomatis apsam prﬁbebant obstructiones viscerum naturalium: & somne ad

< o
praecordia tanquam centrum revocatus cflor attenuando sanguinem phlog?sin excitaba

pnocturnam. Prognosin quod attinet eam jam symptdi\%atum declinationesy pollicent”

ur faelicem, modo praescripta therapeia continuetur; in qua - 44 Satisfacere

on

medicationibus conatus sum. '

1. Repurgandum venit prim}um ,77f id?que benigniori aliquo pharmaco dejectorio.
S~

2 querandae veniunt obstructiones viscerum naturalium.

o £
3. Refocillandi sunt spiritff;_[zz-deniqgg co@pendi restant vapores gui sursum
c

P
elati caput replent, ac si7 afsam praebent capitis doloribus:_jggé primo

.
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NEW JERSEY COLLEGE FOR WOMEN
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
NEW BRUNSWICK NEW JERSEY

January 29, 1944

Dr. We Wo Francis
Osler Library

MeG1lll University
Montreal, Canadsa

Dear Dr. Francis:

I have delayed acknowledging your letter of January 3,
and thanking you for all the helpful data in 1t, untll I could
send along a transeription of the Bave genealogical article,
which I have just finished typing. As you will notlice, I have
included only one of the wills =- that of Dr. Bave himself --
as the others, which I have listed, turned out when I looked
them over to have no references to books or SS. of Dr. Bave
or to anything else of apparent interest. If you would like
them nevertheless, I shall be glad to copy them when I am 1n
the New York Public Library again. The one which might be most
interesting in connection with Bave's medical correspondence
would be the will of Dr. Charles Bave (210 Ockham, P. C. C.),
for according to the pedigree it includes the bequest of "MSS.
of Dr. Samuel Bave" to Anthony Bave. But this one was not
smong those printed in the issue of liscellanea Genealogica et
Heraldiea from which I copled these data. There the wills are
"To be continued"; but, although I have been through all the
later volumes up to the last few years, I did not see any con-
tinuation. I will look again for it some time when I am there.
I notice that the contributor of the pedigree is F. J. Poynton,
apparently the author of "The Baves of Bath" which you mentlon;
but according to a footnote in the pedigree (pe 5 of my tran-
scription) he wasn't sure that the iwo branches were connected.
I haven't come across "The Baves of Bath," but will keep my eyes
open for it as I visit the libraries.

Item xxxiii in vol. 2 of Bave (#7519) i1s extremely inter- |
esting to me. The "Noblllssima Herolna Dna Harley" 1s quite
likely to be Brilliana, and I should very much like to have a
copy of the whole item if it won't be too much trouble. Brill-
liana's published letters begin a couple of years later than
Bave's entry of 1636, and she first mentlons Diodatl in 1639
(already apparently as an old friend of the family); so the
details in Bave might help to link together the Pansfoot case
and the Harley cases I have, and the practlces of Bave and Dilo-

dati.

e SRR

Thank you for letting me know that Sir Willlam Osler's
1907 lecture on Oxford medicine hasn't survived. I'm glad to
know of his recommendation of Boyle's "Some considerations
touching the usefulness of experimental natural philosophy" for

information on medicine in the 17th century. I find there 1s a



Dr. Francis s 2

copy of it in the University library here, and I shall consult

it in the spring. (My present working schedule is going to be
completely upset for a while. Through a complicated administra-
tlve change, I am taking over direction of admissions and the
academlc work of the underclass years after next July 1. In the
mean tlme, I shall continue to teach and do some of the admission
work for the next month, but thereafter be relieved of all teach-
ing for the balance of the year, and teach only half my normal
schedule after this year. This means that for the next month

the Diodatis will have to be put aside entirely, but after iarch
1 I expect to be able to wind up my present work on them pretty
rapidly.) What you say about the lack of either published works
or expert criticism on medlcal education in that century is re-.
agssuring; for I have really looked hard for an adequate account
of it and, finding none, tried to draft my own, but I was atill
afrald I must have overlooked some well-known standard authority.
I am s8t1ll puzzled that no medical historian has written on the
subject, for it 1s fascinating =-- but perhaps more so to antiqua-
rians than to physielans. As far as I can dlscover, there was

no effective control whatever, in Diodati's time,; over medical
practice beyond seven miles from London, and Thomas Fuller and
Anthony Wood write pretty casually of the good reputations en=-
Joyed by blacksmiths, locksmiths, and carpenters who had taken
up medicine as a side-line. Though I knew that strict regula-
tion of the profession was a failrly modern advance, I wasn't pre-
pared to find the requirements qulite so haphazard only three
hundred years ago.

I was most sorry to learn of Dr. Gibson's death. Thank
you for sending the cuttlngs of the obltuaries, which I am re-
turning herewith. I didn't know you had prepared his paper
on Mayerne's "Iconography' for publication. I went over it
some time ago, and I think I can assure you that your le$ends
for the 1llustrations seemed quite right, though I haven't my
notes at hand today. That article helped me to establish that
the Diodatli who engraved a portrait of Mayerne wasn't Theodore,
ags Walpole and one or two other writers had surmised.

Again many thanks for all your help and interest.

Sincerely yours,

b,,w‘u/@; Vs WO on









NEW JERSEY COLLEGE FOR WOMEN
{ RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
\ NEW BRUNSWICK NEW JERSEY

o December 31, 1943

Dr., We W. Francis
Osler Library
l{cG1ll University
Montreal

Dear Dr. Francis, }MMH

I am sure you will not have ‘forgotten/our correspondence
between two and three years ago about the work I was doing on
Theodore and Charles Diodati, for you generously gave a good
deal of time then to transcribing and sending to me some most
helpful material from your Library. But you may have wondered
in the mean time whether I had given up the undertaking, since
I have let you hear nothing about it for so long. The fact 1is
that I have been going ahead with it as fast as possible, with
the necessary demands on my time for teaching and other work;

I have by now finished a first draft o€ the book, and hope to
begin rewriting 1t within the next few weeks. I have been able
to assemble a good deal of new material from various sources -=-
not enough, I am sorry to say, to make a really connected blo-
graphical study and reveal the characters of the two men as
fully as I should like, but enough I hope to glve the study some
value, both in connection with Milton's acquaintance with the
Diodatis and in connection with the conditions of medical prac-
tice at the time, though on the latter I must write very nmuch

as an amateur.

/)
One of the transcripts you sent me was Dr. Gibson's transe-
lation of Mayerne's case record covering the treatment of "lon-
gleur Diodati. Septemb. 9. 1606" (p. 32, I believe, in the folio
Opera iedica which Dr. Gibson gave your Library). I have been
able to identify this "Monsieur Diodati" with practical certain=
/ ty as Diodato Piodati, the youngest child of Pompeo Dlodatl by
hig first marriage (with Laura Calandrini), and a second cousin
of Theodore Diodati. The case record, you may revall, gives his
~ | age as twenty-seven years and slx months at the time, and indl-

| cates that his father had already died. The only other Dlodatl
' of Geneva born in 1579 was Giuseppe, Theodore's brother; but he
| lacked two months of being twenty-seven years old at the tlme
| of this examination, and his father survived until 1625. May-
| erne's specific "Annos natus 27 Mens. 6," written on September
| 9, 1606, fits only Diodato, born in March 1579, whose father had

\died in 1602.

You also sent me photostats of the exchange of letters be-
tween Theodore Diodati and Dr. Samuel Bave (Osler Library, #7519,
vol. 2, foll. 117-118), with some very helpful comments on 1t.

In conjunction with several letters of a later patlent of Diodat's,
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Lady Brilliasna Harley, these letters seem to me to throw con-
slderable light on the nature of Diodatli's practice and on his
professional standing, and I should like to make full use of
them in the book particularly for this purpose. Dlodatli seems
to have traveled extensively in the weatern counties as a dise-
tinguished London physliclan whose rank and authorlty were une
questionably higher than those of any of the local physicians;
congsequently it appears to have been hils unchallenged right to
supersede the local man on his arrival, and patients seem to
have looked forward to his comlng and to have greeted him with
relief and renewed hope. This doesn't, of course, excuse his
discourtesy to Bave, on which you commented; but 1t may explaln
why Bave showed so little resentment. If you don't object to
ny printing a good deal of the letters in translatlion for this
purpose, with full acknowledgment of thelr source, wlll you give
me permission to do so? If you wish, I ean send you a copy of
the pages in which I treat them, elther now in the first draft
or after revision.

3 e

I have still not been able to identify "Domina Pansfoot,"
Bave's patlent in this case, beyond connecting her with a prom-
inent Gloucestershire family. I wonder 1f you would do me the >, . [lwe -
further favor of looking in the index of patients, which 1ls at oo
fol. 213 of vol. 1 (according to Bibliotheca Osleriana, #7519),
to see whether her name 1ls given more fully there?

I have come across a full pedigree of Bave and his descen=-
dants - or rather, of his descendants, for it starts from Bave
and his wife Hester or Ester, daughter of lir. Alderman Robinson
of Gloucester - In Miscellanea Genealogica et Heraldica, second
geries, vol. I (18886), pp. 189-192, and various wills supporte
ing the pedigree at pp. 254-258 of the same volume. Would you
care to have these data in connection with your Bave volumes?
If so, I shall be glad to transcribe them and send them on.

During the summer I read (at Miss Nicolson's suggestion)
Cushing's Life of Sir William Osler. I don't know why I had
never read 1t bedore; I suspect it isn't nearly as widely known
as it deserves to be among non-medical readers. 1 have seldom
read any biography that conveyed so vividly the strength and
attractiveness of a man, so that the admiration and loyalt¥ of
his assocliates became completely understandable. I wouldn't
have missed the experlence, and look forward to the satisfac-

tion of reading it again.

Miss Nicolson had suggested the book partly because, know=
ing Sir Willlam's interest in seventeenth-century physicians and
medical practice, she thought I might find elther informatlon or
references there that would help me. Certainly the tone of the
whole book did help me to feel more at home in the literature of
the profession that I have been reading. The one speclifiec pas=
sage that promised to throw light on a problem that has especlally :
baffled me was in a letter of a907 to C. N. B. Camac (vol. II, oy
pp. 101=102): Sir William speaks of having glven "two lectures ‘
this summer in the Extension Course one on Early Medlcal Work
in Oxford dealing with the scholastlec & renalssance periods . .+ « o
The former I must still work on as part of a study of the whole

subject of Oxford Med. (in 4 periods =- Scholastle, Renalssance,



Dr. We W. Francis 3

Caroline & Vietorian) « . « «" As I have tried in valn to find
any adequate treatment of medical education in the seventeenth
century, and have had to try lnexpertly to plece out my own
account of it, I was in high hopes that he had gone ahead with
this project. But, though I have made a pretiy careful canvas
of his published writings, I eannot find this; nor does 11l seem
to be mentioned again, or indexed as an address, in the Life.

Do you know whether he ever did go ahead with the plan, or
whether this lecture of 1907 survives in published form or other-
wise? It sounds like exactly what I have been seeking in vailn,
and I should be most grateful for any news you can glve me about
it.

When you last wrote me, you were fearful that Dr. Glbson
might not survive the operation he was facing. I hope the out-
come was better than expected, and that he 1s agaln in good
health.,

I am sorry to trouble you again wlth such a long letter
about my problems. I shouldn't feel free to do so if I hadn't
sensed, in your previous letters, a sympathetlc interést in my
antiquarian digging; but I hope I'm not abusing it. Your help
has been most generous already.

Sincerely yours,



NEW JERSEY COLLEGE FOR WOMEN
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
NEW BRUNSWICK NEW JERSEY

April 29, 1941

Dear Dr, Francis:

Thank you for your letter of April 22, and
for Dr. Gibson's translation of Mayerne's 1606 Dio-
datl consultation, which will be of much help to
me. To avoid holding this too long, I have made a
copy of it, with full notation of the source, and
am returning the original herewith. The patient
described can hardly be John Diodati the theolo-
gian, as you tell me Dr. Gibson had suggested in a
note in his folio; for the death of the patient's
father is referred to, wherdas John Diodati's father
1ived until 1625, But I think identiflcstion will
prove possible through the age and other details
gliveon.,

I don't think the other translations, of the
"Roffensi" and "Balmerino" consultations, would be
pertinent to my study, but thank you for telling me
about them.

I am very sorry to hear that Dr. Gibson is in
such poor health, and hope it will turn out less crit-
ical than you fear.

Sincerely yours,

bm,u;/@ M
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NEW JERSEY COLLEGE FOR WOMEN
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
NEW BRUNSWICK NEW JERSEY

April 18, 1941

Dr. We W, Francis
Osler Library
McGill University
Montreal, Canada

Dear Dr. Francla: / w¢<f

Thank you for your letters of April 9 and /20, and for
the photostats of the Diodati-Bave correspondence, which are
excellently clear and highly interesting. I am enclosing a
money order payable to J. E, Thompson for them. The "Domina
Pansfoote" mentioned in these letters is probably a member
of the Pauncefoot family of Gloucester; in the 1623 visita-
tion of the county (Publications of the Harleian Society,
Vol. XXI) the name was spelled in half a dozen ways, inclu-
ding Paunceffoot and Pancefote.

Thank you too for making a 1list of the Mayerne letters
to Bave. Though the names in them have no direct Diodati con-
nections, they will help to throw light on the practices and
relationships of all three doctors.

I should indeed be grateful if you would lend me, as
you suggest, Dr. Gibson's translation of the "Monsieur Dio-
dati" consultation. I am on most unfamiliar ground in work-
ing with this medical material, and haven't much confidence
in my ability to interpret it properly; so an authoritative
translation would be most welcome., And I hope Dr. Gibson,
with his knowledge of medical practice at that time, will be
able to suggest Where I might search for evidence of how
Theodore Diodati qualified himself for his royal appointment.

Sincerely yours,

7iE>¢h44LQ44,/€P,QZijkw=L4n4A~_~_









NEW JERSEY COLLEGE FOR WOMEN
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
NEW BRUNSWICK NEW JERSEY

March 26, 1941

Dear Dr. Francis:

I am most grateful for your letter and postal giv-
ing such full information about the Diodati and Mayerne
items I had asked about - especially for the typed trans
scripts of the Windsor letters and part of the letter from
Theodore Diodati to Samuel Bave.

I am very much interested in this letter to Samuel
Bave, partly because of its reference to "Dna. Harley."
This is probably Lady Brilliana Harley, who mentions Theo.
Diodati in a number of her letters, but not before 1638
(1639 N. S.?), so that the Bave letter would place Diodati
in Herefordshire (probably) a year or two earlier than any
previously known evidence. "Domina Pansfoote™ is a name I
haven't come across before, but I hope it can be traced -
at least it isn't any stranger than the name of Lady Bril-
liana's 8ister, "Helengenwagh." 1In view of the interest
of this letter, might I ask for a typed transcription of
the whole letter and of Bave's answer to it? I would sug-
gest photostats, but I notice you say that the size and
stiffness of the Bave voliimes make photography difficult.
Could I also have a note of the names of the patients and
the dates of Mayerne's seven letters in the same volumes?
I have already found that he attended some persons in the
Diodatl circle, and information of this sort may help to
define the closeness of the connechtlon.

Since I wrote you before, I have found in the New
York Academy of Medicine a copy of Mayerne's Consilia,
Epistolae, et Observationes (London, 1695) which includes
the cases of "Monsieur Diodati" on September 9, 1606, and
Joseph Diodati on April 20, 1607 - apparently the same
as those in the case-book (#7589) and the Mayerne folio of
1700 you have just received from Dr. Gibson. The "Moreti”
of the latter case is perhaps the French village of Moret,
a few miles east of Fontainebleau; but I haven't been able
yet to conflirm this. The other case particularly lnter-
ested me for its reference to Dr. Offredl; for this is prob-
ably Paul Offréedi, who married Theodore Diodati's sister
and whose father was Diodati's patron during his medical
studies at Leyden. I am grateful for your suggestion that
Miss Nicolson (now at Columbia University) might be able
to help me on the case-book; I have made much use of her
Conway Letters (Lady Brilliana Harley was a member of the
Conway family), but didn't know that she had used the case-
book.
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/

g I had read all of Dr. Gibson's arkticles on Mayerne
in the Annals of Medical History, and had thought of writ-
ing him later to see if he had come across any Diodatiana,
or could suggest an answer to a question that is still puz-
zling me - how Theodore Diodati could rise in the medical
profession in England to be physician to Prince Henry and
Princess Elizabeth by 1609 though he didn't recelve his
degree of M. D. from Leyden until 1615 and wasn't admitted
a Licentiate of the London College of Physicians until
1617. You have very kindly anticipated my inquiry; no
doubt’ if his studies of Mayerne have turned up any data

e on the Diodatis he will let you know. ‘!

\_“\\_/

Again accept my hearty thanks for your help.

S8incerely yours,
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NEW JERSEY COLLEGE FOR WOMEN
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
NEW BRUNSWICK NEW JERSEY

February 3, 1941

Dr. W, W, Francis, Curator
The Osler Library

McGill University
Montreal, Canada

Dear Dr. Francis:

I am making a study of the lives of Doctors
Theodore and Charles Diodati, English physicians of
the seventeenth century, especially in their rela-
tionship to the poet Milton and his other known ac-
quaintances. With the help of Miss Bayne, Librarian
of the Egbert Lefevre Memorial Library at New York
University Medical College, I have found several en-
tries in the Bibliotheca Osleriana that may provide
valuable material; and I am writing to ask whether
it might be possible for me to have photostatic or
microfilm copies of these items made.

The items I am especially interested in are
two. In No, 6572 of the Bibliotheca Osleriana (p.
566) are mentioned "four letters from Dr. Thomas
Windsor, the donor, on Diodati" inserted in John
Aikin's Biographical Memoirs of Medicine. These
letters may refer to Alexandre Diodati, but may
nevertheless throw light on other members of the
family. And No. 7519 (p. 665) mentions letters
from Theodore Diodati, among others, in the manu-
script correspondence of Samuel Bave.

Would it be possible for me to have copies
made, preferably by photostat, of these materials?
And if so, could you give me any idea of the approx-
imate cost, or of the number of pages included? In
view of the inaccessibility of much of the material
in England at present, I am all the more eager to
make the best possible use of the materials available
in Canada and the United States, and shall be most
grateful for any help you can give me.



OSLER LIBRARY,

_&; Denald €, W‘
%:ews_ University,

3, U, 8, 4,

Dear e, Wg

I don't comsider that the “respousibility” is even
"partly yours, That right has any establishment to call
itself & “University Press", if it is mot prepared to shoulder
the expense of pyblishing such a study as yours? _

:.m.mauwwm.mwumwm
sost ereditable and extensive literary &m of this century,
shy the many vols, were mwot issued by Press of his own
University in.which I knew he was interssted, He looked at

hm'tmwtmhwwuwhm ‘
horses Some have kept women, and some have published at the
Blank University Press,” ‘

| With kind regards,

Sincerely yoursy
/ L/'}
Lo

FiFied



RUTGERS UNIVERSITY

The State University of New [ersey
NEW JERSEY COLLEGE FOR WOMEN

NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY

September 8, 1950

Dr. W W, Francis
Osler Library

McGill University
Montreal, Canada

Dear Dr. Francis:

On my return from a month in Maine I found awaiting me your
letter of August 21 about the "Diodatis," and want to thank you for your
very kind compliments on ite As I felt very much a trespasser in the
field of medical history, it was not only a particular pleasure to have
your approval, but a relief to find that you did not point out any
egregious blunders.

I must confess that the responsibility for the disarrangement

of the notes and the brevity of the index is partly mine, Publication /
came about at just about the worst time for publishing costs, and I had /

to bear the whole expense myself. The typography of proper footnotes
would of course have added considerably, and even a few more entries in
the index would have meant an additional sixteen pages. So I reluctantly
had to adopt the publisher's suggested economies,
With kindest regards
Sincerely yours,

mew@. 15%

Donald C. Dorian

ded/lor
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