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Letter No. 4. 

or. wm. v. cone, 
Canadian Military Headquarters, 
Medical services', 
2 cocksbur street, 
London, s.w. England. 

Dear Bill: 

April 23rd, 1940. 

I have just received your letter of 
July 1st. I am shocked to hear that you have not received 
any letters trcmme as yet, although I suppose they may 
travel pretty slowly. I wrote you my first letter from New 
York early in June. I ba ve written you two lett.ers, I think, 
since. That would make this letter number four. In the 
future I shall number them if I possibly can. I nave fo~rerd
ed to you the previous letters through ttie Base Post-Office in 
Ottawa. This was the address that you gave me when I saw you 
and colin the last time in Ottawa. This one, HS you see, I 
am sending direct to London. 

I do not blame you for faeling a little 
fed up that there has been nothing official for you to do as 
yet. It w~s, or oourse, impossible to foresee the turn the 
war has taken. I s.ould hate to see the unit broken up, and 
to see you divided up among other Canadian Hospitals, as you 
suggest, but ! suppose this may yet become necessary. I was 
absolutely horrified to discover from col. Cross's letter that 
some or the essential instruments and operating material had 
not even been ordered yet at the time that the unit left Ottawa. 
You may not feel very useful now, but you will become suddenly 
very useful, and we here reel altogether 1netfeotiYe all the 
time. I am enclosing a copy or the letter that I sent out to 



Letter No. 4 

Dr. Wm. V. Cone (con •t) 

the Fellows of the Royal college. I have had a good many 
responses from the Fellows - some or them in approval and 
some of them sharply critical. I suppose you oan•t do any
thing without bringing down on your head some criticism. 
I am also enclosing a copy of an editorial which I have 
submitted to s.G. & o. They have asked me for editorials 
in the past and I thought I would try this one on them. I 
do not suppose they will accept it. 

I wrote you in my last letter that 
Hurtcau ia going ahead with experiments upon the effect of 
sulphanilamide, sulphapyridine, and sulphathyrasol upon the 
wounded brain~ We have not undertaken any experiments on 
the control of infection of the brain. It still seems to 
be evident that amnioplastin is quite different if it is 
boiled, and it is also evident that the amnioplbstin which 
is simply autoclaved gives rise to adhesions. 

In regard to ~rour request that the work 
on eleotro-encephalography in brain injuries be sent to you, 
and also Jasper's chapter for the Epilepsy book - I have 
got ten into touch with Jasper immediately and he is forward
ing to you a copy of the paper, and any things that are 
ready in the chapter. Unfortunately this chapter is not yet 
completed, but he •till sencl you along stuff as so~n as it is 
ready. Thomas has agreed to publish the book, and it is 
really almost in hand. I think it would be a gpod idea if 
you could number your letters as well. I think I wrote you 
that Jasp~r and Miss Goldie are to be married next month. 

As you know Helen joined me · in Spokane 
after she had visited her Mother. We came back by way of 
Bayport, Minn., and stopped with Fred Anderson, an old friend, 
of ours there, who took us out on the St. Croix riv·er in his 
houseboat for 2 days. Bill Chester of MihYaukee and Bob 
Johnson of Baltimore came up with their wives to join us on 
the houseboat. They then went on up into northern Wisconsin 
to get some fishing, while we came back. Wilder is working 
at Bayport in Fred Anderson's mill to get some experience. 
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Dr. Wm. v. Cone (con•t) 

RUth Mary is taking care of things down at the Form. We 
have Miss Lewis•s niece and nephew there and we are expecting 
Adrian's twins in a few days, and I suppose, Batty Greenfield. 
The twins are going on to Bronk presently. We offered to 
take the Rolmes family but they bave decided not to come out. 
we are about to send out the second Bulletin for the unit. 
so far as I can discover the nurses have left. I hope you 
are all set before trouble begins. I am holding my breath for 

~uall. 

WGP/HO 
encls. 

yours sin~erely, 
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Lt. Col. ~. V. Gonc 7 

lro. l JYrourolCY'iC:ll Hospltal t P. . O. A. M. C .. , 
c/o Be:se Post Office, Canada . 

Dosr l3il1.: 

June 21st, 1940 

'7e I.t..:l:vc.; E:r~:c1:letlJ_y st.r·:.;; 5.::)1ter1.sf:l C;U't L 11·2 ~~Jt1St ion of 
t:1c :J::u:r:~31~~1. ~~l1e :).Cf.l~.s. toll';~ :-:_e t11t...t tl1e :J.rrit (:ot n £:~:vtng 

plct .. t:r:·e v:tliC-Ll -:.r?s ~;i ... von Lv th·:n,t .. :..n1 l Iec:tr11 tl'if!t Gencr::l 
: c~Don. .. lcl'i;:, ·3e\,lrc.: 1 .z1~o::~ \.t~~1c Red :;r<)r~:;n a stiJ..1. ca..::~ci·a :~hiclt is 
t.o to ;;wr:t to ~'0\.1 wi Ltirl :i !.'cw days. :-Io':',ovc.,r, ".Jhcn it can.~e 

to 1J~· .. y: .. r;g for tL.o cE~:. .. ~!·r,~. tl ... o Red 0I'·::,.ns CJf !i:-or~t:r~os_J ovj~der1tly 

ir:tervc:;.ed a told tt:.e !E:tional orgenl.:.::~·:tlon that this W'7.S 

sornetlli1lf; t.~1:.1t tl1.(1:}'" t~"oti.ld lilcd t() ps.J~ :Cor,~ C~cr~sc:1ucn.tJ_:f, t1:1ey· 

epparently too~ aver rlcDsure of holpinr out No. 1 Ncuro-
locical ;rcspital. r:.'h~:: '>"'!B.rtt to w::,ve u. ":"l·::.to r)ut on it n.nd 
I promised to fon1arc1 tl:ci:r rec;uest to :Jr. Gl:iddon.. If the 
plate appears on the cru~ra you cill un~erstand ~hy. 

I hHVe 1 ~a::::'ned by telephone front r~trB .. n.tw:.ph_rey s 
today thn t those who were accor:rpanyinc Starer l:.o.vc arrived 
after a \'JOnderful tri p. I ;""ender if you arc -.;r]t~l then LO'S. 

~L'he Institute i.s v ery b.usy .. They have prorr:i::od to 1;ut in 
the elevator now and now the question comes up :'G to whether 
it is to have a dual automatic control and also the question 
of Vlll1ere to put all the things that ere in the ple.ce i<:here 
the e l evator ought to be • 

. ' rtlmr ::Elvidge is having lots of Hork taking care 
of the rHlrds . He still doesn't own e. wat ch . He told ne the 
othel~ day that l1e only needed one tvhen he lect1n'€H:l and then 
be could just as well buy one e~ch tine . The Institute is 
full up; there was a time when the private floor had a tendency 
to have some empty rooms in it, but at the present mom.-::mt we 
are overflm:?ing into the Ross. Arthur E~lvidge operated upon 
a gunshot wound in tl1e head the other day in which the bullet 
entered in the parietal rer;;;ion and left in the tenporal region. 
He used the retractor in the approved manner and got 
scalp healinG without reaction . Curiously enough there is 
almost no mente:l disturbance in the rm.en and no :paralysis . 
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Letter to Lt. Col. Cone, continued: 

I think he is trying to set something for you to shoot at . 

As I \'1Tote to you, the Uni tod States has changed its 
whole ntt2tude cor:.:pletely.. _;e learn thnt Ford is actually 
starting out to copy aeroplanes and will be able to do wh;;;.t 
he boasts of, no.m.cly a thousand a day, in six months. 

Helen end Avis had lunch together yes~orday ~nd l vis 
sB..id that cve:::-ythinc seenod to be goinc all richt there 
apparently . She was htlVins some work uone down at the pls ce 
in the country. She told I~lon that your car was not yet 
sold. 

1 a:-'' •-:e'1(U,'1·~ out a little account of the departure of 
t .c nni t and its safe arrival to Eertin ond friends. 7e asked 
G=eenfielC if he did ~ot wa~t to send Detty out to U3 and ~e 
cot a c~blc that l1e is trying to nrrar.ge a passage. Je alBo 
cabled to .Iolmcs to l"\ee Wht:ther he ·::ould like to se:.:d out ::my 
of ~1i.s :Canily, ,.,_t '•av12: 'la'~ r~c: c-n.s·"·"3:r. 

-r~;-;_ y I\ll.SSCJ. Ct.l. J.C(~ :.::.,::; Orl 't·.l,.., t olcro~C:lO . ·her: :.t:e hL d a 
~!':.1:e·~ f-r:o 1 c~)lin .:: . ..-.1 I r:at~ V87::f ('l .. :d to ::;et l'!Ord fro:: 'birJ 

~ .. ndi::'Dc-;:;ly. Bddio ~:ahn, os I thin:t T iTr:cte :yo:1, has s'tcrted 
of:f' flyint: en t'1c ~·1t~-p ~J.' Le "':or!: in the ,\,~er ican n~bulance. 
C'J.thbo:-:": Bnzci t j_s Vi! l:y keer, to f:, .. t over in G.:rly kind oi' an 
O'i.tfit ar~y ti' c. 'Z 'nvo 'boor: trJ:.n · to ~·pt lli1r. com•.::: job ~Gone 
the Cc.r~cd i~ns. 

"i e had n r·cetins or tll~ Council of the Ro:r · 1 College t!lc 
oi.her 1j.ch t ~.n To:..'oi,to rH.i they pru: sod or, ::rancc~cnt to hnvo 
two lecturers n.ppointed to gtve lectureo at the 'nnw;;l t::eoting 
in Ottawa and thee have euch of them give one lecture west of 
Toronto and one le et 1re east of !!or:trcal, ond a the sane ·,trr,e to 
try to ,si ve thcr1 o certain amount of p!·est :i.:~·c by c:t:.li t~::; 
thorn. the· annual lecturer for the yecr, and so on. I ".;l.1ink 
I talked to you a bout the scheme. Doth No. 1 and li'o. 14 Goneral 
F~spitols are beinc mobilized. If this is the last real ntep 
that the Dcrnans make, I hctve nn "ldea th2t there will be lots 
oore people helping defend Bri tu in by t~velvo months from now. 

Tell Scorer that r;e find t1w,t boiling reo.ovos all the 
stainable fat frou: the aNnioplastin, \"illOren s putt inc in alcohol 
and then autoclaving 
\Je do not know yet whether this is the anm"ler, 



• 

(.) 

Letter No. 5 

Lt. Col. wm. v. Cone, 
Canadian Military Headquarters, 
Medical services, , 
2 cocksbllr street, 
London, s.w. 

near Bill: 

July 31st, 1940,. 

I wonder if you are in the Hospital 

as yet. surely you nust be by now. I have been visualizing 

the position of the Unit .on the map, and suppose that your 

Hospital will be somev~here in the vicinity. It seems to me 

the best thing for you to do is to make a complete statement 

of v1hat you have done in regard to sulphanilamide et al., and 

let us carry on exactly where you left off. we can work ahead 

at it as we are already doing, but do give us your ideas so 

that there will not be any lost motion. Also send along any 

other problems that you think ought to be worked out. 

I have been urging Arthur Elvidge to 

review ~11 of the cases or head injury that were treated 

properly by radical extirpation, from the point of view of 

their seizures. As I remember you did do this several years 

ago, but perhaps it would be well worthwhile reviewing your 

cases and any others that he may have in band. What do you 

think about this? would not a timely statement on the sub

j Bct be well worthwhile using the material which is certainly 

available here. 

I have bad in mind also the possibility 

of trying to work out a better material for putting into 

wounds.and locking up there for days and weeks much as you 

have handled Alphamel. Obviously the virtue of Alphamel lies 

in its high glucose concentration. However, it· ou.ght to be 

possible, I should think, to combine pure glucose in some 
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Letter No. 5 (con•t) 

Lt. Col. Wm. v. cone, 

other form and thus to hit upon some better bip. I do not 

know what you think of the way wounds are to be handled in 

the War to come but certainly if there is any very large 

engagement it would be a great convenience to have meterials 

that could be sealed up in wounds over long periods or ~ time, 

and then be .removed to leave a granulating bed behind. I 

had a chance to get hold of a good organic chemist who wanted 

to come to work here, but I had no problem to put him on ex

cepting that and I was not quite clear of my own ideBs in 

regard to it. 

we are continuing our course, although 

as you probably know I have been avJay almost three weeks out 

of it. I understand an examination is coming at the end of 

the week. Nevertheless Miss Flanagan pointed out to me that 

I have already been gazettad. Rabinowitch gave us a lecture 

on gas last night and most of us were almost overpowered by 

a 3moke screen of rapid fire i nflammation. All very good and 

ull to the point, but somewi:l.clt bewildering. 

The Adrian twins arrive1 today quite 

ha ppy. They brought v1ord. th[lt Professor Adrian had seen you 

and colin, and was very much pleased at the opportunity. He 

sends along a letter in which he saidthey had been much im

pressed by yours and Colin's presence et their ht::ad injury 

Committee. I wish we could keep the t wins with us but Bronk 

is coming after them on Sunday. Dr. Maude Abbott is in the 

Hospital having had a cerebral accident and she is not doing 

very well. I am rather concerned about her. Dr. Archibald 

has now gone on full time service in Ottawa. 1:ie are running 

full blast at the Institute, as usual, and Montreal is hot 

as ce1n be. Avis has nov1 gone d t 
own o the country. If I can 

get there for longer than a few hours Hslen and I will go 

over and see her. Norman Petersen' s foot has come along 

slowly. The first incision which Arthur Elvidge carried out 

h~s healed nicely. The secvnd one which was carried out on 

h~s left metatarsal phalangeal joint has healed slowly. 

Armour & McKenty came over and did it with Arthur while I 

looked on. There was an enormous tophus. He will have a 

good foot to walk on I am sure. Unfortunately however 

anoth&r tophu~ is breaking through in his lett'heel and 'he 

has had some ~ncrease of gout in some or the other joints 

Do drop him a note sometime and get him up a bit. He is • 

\ 
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Lt. Col. Wm. v. Cone 

getting out this issue of the Interim Report of No. l Neuro
logical Hospital. Be sure to let us know and ask anyone 
else in the unit to let us know anyone they would like to bave 
this sent to. Col. Cross' report is humorous and extremely 
well done and exprossed his inimitable style. Arthur Elvidge 
is continuing in charge of the wards and seems to be enjoying 
it very much. Francis McNaughton has been in charge of t·he 
Neurological Service while McEachern was on his holidays. 
Jack Kershman has made a financial hne lysis of the relation
ship of the Institute and the Royal Victoria Hospital. It is 
in very great need of change. As you know Chenoweth has 
resigned and Dr. stevens of Winnipeg is taking hia place as 
of the 1st or August. We shall be very glad indeed to have 
Stevens.here, to put the situation mildly. Do let me hear 
f rom you whe!lever you have the chance and put in details. 
The announcement went out about your departure !:ind I enclose 
one. Good luck to you and dodge any thing you see coming. 

Yours, 

WP/HO 



Letter No.6 

Lt.Co1. ';1. v. Cone, 
#1 Neurological Uoepital, RCAHC, CASF.,. 
c/o Base Post Office, 
Canada. 

Dear Bill: 

August 21st, 1940 

I received your letter of July 19th and the enclosed 

curriculum vitae. I have v;ritten to the man that it might be 

a good idea for .~. Dott to ~rite to me, but did not encourage 

him very much. re certainly havo no place for a men or that 

sort. Poor devil t It is hard for these people ·;:ho are dis

placed but it is a lot h rder on some of the others who have 

to live on in the same country with the Germans, to be humil

iated and to sterve. 

I (lcree v:i.tb. you thct Roose.velt's speech of acceptance 

nas splendid. I cannot help feolinc, that he ~ensures up us a 

very big ~an, yet everyone I have talked to from the United 

States feels that he is an ir:J.becile -and a thug. I got a very 

different point of view of him, however, from Gil ~inant the 

other day. '.iinant is head of the International Labour orcani

zation which was in Geneva and 1iihich has now cleanil out of 

Geneva altoc;ether. '7innnt is bringing it here to Montreal and 

~cGill had o~fered to take them :n. ~inant kno~s Roosevelt 

ouite well, althou::;h he is a epublican. He feels he is a 

really fine oan with lots of capacity and with complete sincerity! 

I have no do:tbt tho. t . ilkie is also u good n.an but he is not 

broken in to the si tuatton. ·,:ilkie hos the advantage of being 

a younger man and very energetic and capable; also he would 

cooe into the President's job \~ithout the ·adverse prefudices 

that Roosevelt has acquired; there is a pretty strong feeling 

against the third term idea. 

I talked with some Americans yesterday who did not 

sound as hopeful about the United St::J.tes com.in..g in c1s sane 

others have. They pointed out that rr:.any people down there are 

saying that in ca se the United States were at war they doubt 

very much whether England would cone to their rescue. A good 
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Letter to.Lt.Col. Cone continued: 

r::.any of them evidently still take the attitude that the struggle 

which is goinG on is one that they can look at as thout:h they 

were in a grandstand and in \'lhich they are not directly involved. 

To oe it has become almost completely n moral issue as ~;ell as 

a struggle !"'or life -nd de,'J.th. It seems to me that the one thing 

to be hoped for is that a real League of Nations should cone out 

of the whole thing, a Lonsue that has control of the air and of 

the sea and with a police force that is not allowed to any other 

unit.. If Germany should win, the possibility of such a. I.eague 

1ould be put back centuries, no ~oubt, but actually the United 

States is not ready to ceept or to work for such a thing yet. 
Perhaps if they are involved wit~ Japan in a struggle, their 

point of viei'l mcy change. -:,.7e seem to be back tn the e 'j rly un-

. civilized days v1hen there can be no law but martial law and when 

it requires real might to make richt right. 

i:hen you send yoUl' sect ions of the sulfe.nilam.ide work, 

be sure to send real de: eriptions e.lonc. I ..... e.ve been sum;esting 

to Hurteau that he should try to devise some test for determiEing 

whether there is sulfnnilamide or sulfapyridine left in the tissue 

t7hich he removes from the animal, thut is, that he take part of 

the tissue and put it in to water and then test the fluid for the 

presence of sulfanilamide or sulfupyradine. :Ie finds that coverj.ng 

the drug and .the wound with amnioplastin gives an excellent result 

hS far as adhesions arc concerned u:d the dura peels off without 

any attachments.. I do not believe that there is very much chance 

of the drug producin£ a tumour eventually; it seens to roe that it 

is too soluble for that. However, because of your sug_·cstion, 

Hurt eau is t;ojmg to run sor:e nnir:.als over e. lon;.:_; period. 

I or.t €:~lad to knm; thet you are goinc to be in pr:rmancnt 
qucrters before very long. I understand that you will have your 

proper supply of' nurses before tl1is letter :reaches you. I aB 
expeetins momentarily that the gre:"J. t need :f.'or your hospitcl 

activity will come. ·'/hen it does, I shall be in fi~;urativc tears 

not to be there. ts it is I em workins along here with a sort 

of dissatisfied intenoity. ,e have made a t reat step forward 

nor1 because of the arrival of .Jr . s tephens in the office of the 

Superintendent. He ir;r .... odia tely took a d j_fferent attitude tormrd 

the continuation. of -t 1e bridr;e to the Boss tunnel and 1:r. Harry 

Bronfnan, who has been my patient, offe:-ed the other day to pay 

for this continue.ti.on. It r;ill cost in the vicinity of ~8,000.00, 

done in stone like the rest of the hospital, snd z.:r. Bronfm~n is 

:;leased to eo ahead uith it. Sir !~dr1ard has expressed himself in 

fnvour of it and rJe shall hee.r from Sir J:erbert before lone. They 

vlill staJ;'t puttJ.nc; in the cecond elevator in about a month, so 

you vrill see some changes r1hen you get back. Th"} fourth floor of 

the Ross la not very full ut the mo:r.ent, f~rhnps due to the su:::=:cr 

holiday. 

Hclen has had a sprained ankle for the last six weeks. 
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which does not sceffi to cet any better, but otherwise everything 
is going alon,:~ all riGht . .iilder is workin:.::; hard in !:innesota 
end nill be cominc hack soon. Ruth IJrny is hopii1..t; to go in for 
the work of a V. A .. D. when she comes back to town . Jeff is building 
a log cabin dovm in the country, pr~J ctic ing on his violin, and 
do in.;:; other thint;s •,'/i th the usual intensity. 

I have been hoping to get over to see Avis , but actually 
I only get dovm to the Farr.1 on Sunday.. Guy Odom stopped w1 th 
her at the lake when he went on his holidays . 

~rthur Elvidge is going to camp for a few ~eeks with 
Ross' Field /~mbulnnce. Brick will take over the >:mrds for the 
time being .. 

Please give my best to nll the boys, 

As ever yours, 

VJGP/ AD 



October 15th, 1940 

Dieut.-Col. Jilliam v. Cone, 
#1 Neurological Rospi tal, RCA.MC, CASF, 
c/o Base Post Office, 
Canada 

Dear Bill:-

I have not heard from you sim e before the 
1st of September. no write end tell me all the things 
that you are doing and what is happening. Do not let 
the fact that you are busy or distraught keep you from 
setting pen to paper. I understand f'r'om others that you 
and Botterell made a report in Oxford_. - :rurteau 
has been workinG very hard and doing good vzork. I have 
been over his sections '.vith him. I cannot see that the 
use of these cheoicals 1s dangerous dn lacerated brains. 
';\Trite to .me about your work, but also about the play, and 
what you are thinking and experiencing. Hclen and Jeff 
and I are goi!l..g down to see Avis tomorrow, this is her 
last trip down to the country. I will v1rite to you after 
I return. The United States is going t!~ough a very rajid 
metamorphoses of opinion .. . It seems to me they are drifting 
away from iilkie and toward Roosevelt. They seem to be 
realizing that Japan is bluffing in the East. and that there 
is only one course for them, and that is to join forces with 
England, one way or another. 

Yours sincerely, 



Letter Ho . 7. 

Lt. Col. ~- v. Cone. 
cjo '".fhe ·:aruc o:' ~·orttrcal, 
9 ·:·terloc Plo.ce, 
Land cm. .Sr:tl:?.nd ... 

Dear .. :;ill: 

t:nve ~·::1u cor.o t.riy-,,n.J.n(., a l'cut L'1o l!''".L':..cscJ· iyt o .-. nr~ 

our,} ino o~ ::.·out in(~ t:rct t: er t for he· cr.. ;w::: !J!'tl also :J!)ine 

and -peripLcr::tl n.rvoc v.ilich the D.G.r·.~:. r,:t.r:te.:.: us to D:i.'Dpare . 

I hnve beer~ rn t.her ex:;ecti.::l: .11.1 t: c'lul'inr.; t'1ic ---c~~i·:>C of -~!:-

oct-.•..--~t: ..... (, ···hc'1 "0'' '"'"""' D"''t .... -· !'l"'CCI 1 '·t _,.,.,...,,.to "ot 
(.,l J.A ..J~ V .J. J ~ ,...._ 'l .. ~ 4 J Lt. •_.l ..1 "-~ - L ;; lJ"" -" \...) .... "-' l , .J ... :' _ v -...J. \.. i.J J, 

li.brarie~· 11~: t:w ailJ.t::;r,:,r ~='·,hle!!!,ycu n.i ~1t norh~~po ,,;:·ite 
tlli.C 01' t!l':l't nt le: st you '<iOUld (J( t ,: n.:, r r1:r·.ft Of j_ i;. ~0 

l et .-.~o ':no11 l!' you •.:--vo c1c,ne 'l:-ytt· i.n::; o~~~n . .tt it or i~"' y'Ju. 
int~md to do nnytLJ.r:;· r;.bout it. 

-.rurtec.u hns ·.-;orkcd o;;.t o. r:ethod b.· ..,lhich he c:~.n 

e:{anine the cnre"v·rnl ti~sue f-ror..-1 n brain ,l;ound chem.icelly 
to seo .bother cny of 1,he -.!ru& is lef't Lohind . lie h•=!S it 
workin:: quite well and f~d.rly accureteJ.~t ana will r;·radually 
discover ho:,; soon the lr..st -~rl:;lcc o;~ t~:.o J:rus hc.s dise.ppet1rdd . 
Ue are unable to 0c sure of this his tologicall:T. ve iwve 
tried uain ~ BUlfapyrazol in a <mse of osteom~rolitis of tho 
skull, which was infected by staphylococcus, nhich sea~ed 
to \-JOrlc twll . .'..11 the specimens of the drus '"Jh1.ch we l10ve 

had gurray make cultures of .so far h'Jvo proved to be sterile 
and I undorst~nd that thP.y nro stcrilizin:=; then nith slcohol 
nnd ether at the factory . As soon es Hurteau lms reached a 
conclusion, v:l1i c:~ should not be very f'a.r distant, I would 
like to rwve hj m .~:mr:mj.arize it and send the oanuscript to you, 
nave you unplify it nn-1 publish it at once in "":nG,land if you 
feol that the work is tL1eJ.y and worth ~ .. hile . I am not dolhng 
very much on it myself so thet it is hardly ~.orth oy heing 
av(·:m a junior author . Possibly, l:lo'!.;evor, I can help him "rite 
tt up .. ,,. Your v;ork, har:evcr, on;!;ht dE'lfir:J.toly to bo incorporated 

e.nd\.#N.()U!' name must be on it. Please let me kr..or. ~:hcthor you 
thif.l1e.:-i t oucht to be -)ubl:..sheJ and v;here . I 

! 
/ 
:I 

/1 
i. 
' 

/ \ 
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Letter to Dt.Col. 7.V.Cone continued: 

I h::::ve not heard from you for a lonr:; while. I have been 
wondering what you are doinG ar!d "'.7~ere ;;""ou are during this time 
of tremendous air activity. I do hope that the hospitel is o.ctus ll:{ 
going and has beds and such things. 

our annionlestin 
Guy Odom and I are going over/scct ionn nm; ~ nd ':: i 1 have 

somethine; definite to report -very soon. :.rthur r.;lvi•1<;.>o lHlS been 
away at camp for three v.ree}:s attached to an ambulance. I ao still 
l''J.Shint; around und trying to find tir-~e to finish thB book which is 
really in its final stages. Viss Le1.:1is hns arrived here and has 
cooe on t:.s specic.l sc,;retary for a month or two to work full time 
on tb.e ;ool:. I L:rvo c;ot her a job with Gil ·innnt nho is an old 
frir~·n1 o.:' ::..:.r:e o.r"d is the director of the Interna.tioncl Labour 
Or{;anizatiml :;h1 e:1 is moving from Geneva to ::ont:real .. 

)r. r:auce Al)bott died tho other day ''ftt;r a pretty lone 
illness. 3he iwd an int:rucoreora2. ha~Porrhnce ~ bout the si •re of 
o r::.lrut; this .snvc her J.!1 iJ.i t ir, '1:''1~...,111 P.rd tr'1r-s1.c·;~ ···e"kness 
OJ? t:1 :."'.i ..... 1lt ~- .. ~.de. ~~·tc:" l;ll.rt, ~ ... Clv.,.i}~, ':la r·l::~ .. ~r'ld 1)})oc: i11 i1er 
~;pi.i.:.:.l fl.tld . :''1-:;::>c l' .. s nv :~'Jb 4Ur.1l :ell ect i );::. ?ht· secr;.ed to 
e;o .::t~l evide:u.c,__:; of fniL: . .r...__; cs:;:oe.::-"1 . .i!'c:u.lc..tion •• ;h::: :tc.d hart a 
h~'l)eJ:'ten...; icn .. :·:1i(;~1 r:~ts ,. ~l i t tlt~ lo:~,;r Jt~l~ ~.; ~: t:t ... -i~i~c ~.it;_. :;~~.s j.n 
the 1:cr-p.:.., _ 1 r:.d T o. t ~1-~ ·~utc ~\10 ,rc.:.d\.1: 1 _;·.:.:.:~L.u·e tu 1· c:: c:-
cii:cu.la' ic11o __ ~:cod r£ny o:: u;. v;-c::t tc tt·c f n~.::-~1. 

~reJ ~ndersor > our f~i~L~ out ir ~~y~crt , ~i=ncEota , has 
hee~ .11.crc :")or ~ , J~!~c:1~1 ·~~it.h ~li~ ~:~11, ~-.:.:o ir; ju:.:;t . ildc~'c ;J.ge . 
'2hcy he.vc cone on to N£u ~--n-::: c.. nu ; il Je.~. ;:;r:.d ;;u tll : s.r-y h'-'VC just 
flo--:n do;;n follo inr_- ~=~em ·~o Sllm:d · fe-;; duyc \1i th thc!'J. in Hew York 
and sec t'w Feir. ·:t2.dcr v1i:J '.:hen eo tee:"' tc> Pishops ~olloge 
while :-:uth ~cry ~7111 become a V.A.D. hore.. :"riscilla j_s going off 
to school c. t Ne-l;herr:oo.~ i r: ;;c:':' ...:~runswi c !<: . 
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Llo· .. rt.-Colonel .iilliam v. Cone, 
/}1 lJeurolocicul Hospital , B0.8I:C, Ci'l..,>F, 
c/o Bast Post Office, 
Ca1.1.uda 

neo.r Bill!· 

October 18th, 1940 

TWo we!:ks ago u ... teau for~ardod to you in a 
can s&ctions -,l.,j c'1 show J.;rw resl.llts ".)f' ~-!s '.:ork , and also 
a munancrl:Yt euti tlod "T~o Mperimonts on the I.oca.l Appli
cation of 'ulpll0num1de to 13rait.:. ;ounds\1. His 'Pape1• shows 
cle.:..rly, it seams to r.:.c, th ..... t tLese chez._1cula do Lot injure 
tl C 1I.acorr .. to' or .in. ltC has i~OI'W.t:;J:t}.Od the L~~ter.!.al to J!OU 
in ecco:."dar.ce \;l:th rily lette1· to you or cottsidorhblo period 
b~clt. I uuppo::;e yc.u .lCve Bl:S ercd in ::.>ef;ord to tbat, but 
I have novcr received any r3ply. ao huo ruso described a 
wt:1od for deterr."linint; the persistence of the drug in a 
brain ound chemically• rather than simply b:y histolosical 
exac l:r..c.tion. This tnul::as possible to state the r~l!)idity 
wit ~hlch tha drug disappears. ~he method is aco~~to 
in det(;Ct1ng qualitat1v~ly tho presence of leos the.n 5/10 
or a milli;:;rar::. of t ... ,.eso dru_:.c in t::e train. ollpae..pyridine 
is the slowest of the t}lree to be absorbed, but ot-Jruwt be 
detected <lfter thirty-.Lour days. Su.lphuthio:.ol CUfl..nOt be 
detected uftor scvontoen days, and sc·lphanilumide cannot 
be dctcctcc c.:-tcr eleven dayn. Hul"tceu :1as u foolin::_; tlmt 
sul.phathiozol is perhapn the best to use before one has the 
culture but the Jifticulty of having sterilo cheolcnls 
made hie hesitate. Y~stcrduy 1 placed sulphapyr~dine 
directly in the bed or f;, brain a.bsceos. I was operating 
on u croup of multiple cbuceoncs whieh I removed from the 
centre of the loft hemisphere of the patient. I nut it 
nround the tube, and placed ·,c,:re or it '81th a gauze drain 
in the tube so that it ;.~ill cradually pemcata the:ce" It 
11as onQ of thos ~: metastatic abscesses which I think hus 
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a hopeless prognosis and I did not hesitate to do it for that 
reason . Hurteau has included a small bottle of sulphathiozol 
in the can that he sent you. If the can has not reached you 
with the ~1nuscript in it • or if it has reached you, please 
cable and say ;;~hether you want to uso thin r<lateria.l in conn
ection with the .mrl~ •.Jllich you have done, ~nd want to include 
Hurteau i1ith you in the publication there, o:r ;vhother you 
t-hink it "7ould be better for him to publish it :·H:n·e. To my 
mind this is Horl:: '!;hat is holpful i11 decidinr..; the handling 
certain types ot brain woJnds, and therefore rr:.i&ht be worllh 
while publishing . 

I am so!ldinc; this letter by both :l'l.ir !:ail 
and ordinary mail . I think you [;lUSt have wri tton me but I 
have not hoard for ~:3. long time. Rumour has it that you dis
approve of th,o uoe o:Jf these drugs on the brain. I have been 
trying 1io trace down tha s~.rce of the rumour but although 
Meakins mude that statement in a lecture he gave the other 
day, he himself does not knm, 'i: 10 it ucs who told him. I 
have for'::a:::·ded c further note on acnioplastin , send inc s. copy 
both to storor and to Dorot lY ::u.u sell. I tl1.i.nl~ v;e may yet 
s et a f'orn of sep~.~.rut;ion -:l:ich '..ill bo s~.:ttcf'netory. 

It bcgin.s ·~o loo:;: no.J as Ll:10u_;h ne effort 
lill be mu.do at un invr cion, anc~ tlHt tbe lor.~ ··ar thot v,10 

have all pre~~cted will actually corrA. I cnntot coo the sot
uu over thc:cc. You i'Lill ·lf>.;o ~o ·,:r ... ·n no . l'laasc J.o1; m.e 
know ·,;hether I should propose next; sprine~ that rard:i.n<) takes 

the place of Childe. I ~m inc~dcntully not quite nu=e ~hcthor 
Hardil'l~ is \IillinG to eo. Is thnro n. plo.oe in the Unit for 
Don ~ c 'o.chorn? Or fo:::- ,~rt Yo'l:lt_:? D;:,en Co15.TJ ,..ussol intend 
to otay on in acti vo '.'Iork there, or in ho goinc into n con
~Jlting role? Please Give y best to Colin and to everyone 
there. 

Yours sincerely, 



Lt. Col. William Cone, 
#1 Neurolo£;1cal Hospital, 
c/o Base Post Office, 
Canada. 

Dear Bill~ 

November 8th. 1D40 

RCA ,m • CASJ! * 

I ao enclosing a letter which was received 

by Hr. :7 . J~. "'hite of the Young •en's Christian Association 

here in Montre£,1. Re wired 1frs. Nichols at once. I suppose 

you h::.vc had word, of course, by :t:0\'1 that he is nll :::-icht, 

but I think you would like to sec t:lic lettar in c.ny case. 

Do get in touch ·;d th ~~re. l.icholn yotu:·seJ f. Cor:m:ur.:!ca tion 

seems to oe so difficult now thet, if you get thin let er, 

it would c1o no l'.~~rm to cornmunic ::; to with her. I h3.-.·e not 

heerd from you for at least t\JO months, a11d ar:: anxious to 

get sor1o r!Ord. Ir.. my last letter I asked you to coblo. It 

hed tc do v;i th the communication of IIurtenu. I ·:m expecting 

a cable any timo nm-:v, and if it does not come ';'Iill think that 

my letter had not reuched you. 

There is a sreat stir in the Institute at uresent, 

getting reedy the Christmas boxen to go over to /tl Neurological 

Hospitab. Everyone works at them with DUch a will, and the 

packing and collection GOes on during the day in all free time 

and also far into the nieht. !~iss Fanning hns worked especially 

hard and has taken into her hands a great deal of the detail of 

the packing. Miss Morfbomery n. nd the others have all helped, 

and of course always Kiss Flanagan. Many of thee have made 

marmelnde -:1nd candy. r.:olly Harrower hs.s '70rkcd :'ri t:h !.!.rs. 

Petersen and others collecting the books and composing limericks. 

J{elen spent two days on end naking candy, a nd I nuppose everyone 

else has been doing the same sort of thing. Ruth Mary is taking 

tho boxes down to be mailed tomorrow, and \rt Young has done a 

lot in organizing t hings. Mr. Dur;gan has called up wanting to 

do something and also Hiss Isa.bella McClennan. 1.1rs. Hodgson · 

has sent a lot of stu~f in and has everyone in her household 

and elsewhere knitting away at a great rate. 
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Letter to Lt. Col. Cone continued: 

'fle shall all miss you very much at Christoas and shall be 
thinking of you each and every one. 

At the "Jednesday afternoon meetinG, scudder, of the 
Presbyterian Hospital in New York, was to speak on shock and 
blood transfusion. He arriven by plu.nc and was half an hour 
late. Consequnetly, to partly fill in the gap, I showed some 
of the coloured films which Stewart sent over r'!i th pictures 
of meobers of the hospltc1.l. The pbotoc,raph of you and Colin 
and Botterel in front of the sun-dial called forth cheers. ~t 

the end I sho~ed the pictur0 of the nurses in their blue uni
foros, and Irnay say that the cheers were increased. I tell you 
this so that you may c;et a proper perspective of the interest 
taken in the different branches of your hospit8l. 

Dr. Stephen!J told L<S at the Boe !'d Heettn:: yesterday tllat 
Allan had f;iven Rc.ver:scrng to the Ho~pi tal. I have it from 
other sources that Rc.venscrag wo.s costing Sil~ !:J.ontague about 
$30,000.00 '1 year to keep it in its present conC:ition of re
sigr.ed splendour. :~,_llan tr:Bl to cot the University to buy it 
so that it could house the Ir..tc.~. n:1t ional Lebour or-ani7..ation 
tl1ere, but that orcanisation i::. to e h ... u~ed by ~:cc.:ill in the 
l:cGill .~l'l.1:U1i :?u.ildJ.ugs, Ol' w 1u.tcner '-ihoy a"''u called, on 
University Street. StC")llens h''S brought U) the proposal for a 
sort of sickness ins;.:xrancc for ~a:ntcrs of tlle Uni-..re1·sity to :·o 
applicable to e!'!Ch of the University hospitals. It scerns to 
me to c e an excellent scheme. ;,11 tho:.>e on the teaching staff 
of the University ·who -wont to take part in it -:;-ill be able to 
get a certain amount of time at a flat rate of $6.00 a day, 
which will cover semi-p=ivate accomoddtl~n ar~ ~11 of the 
examinations> such aa x-ray and so on. Jy an a~dition of $3.00 
they can secure a private room ·.11th all tlle ext'ras. It has 
not gone throu:.:;h yet but is a step in the richt dire-otion. 
They have begun construction of the bridge extension. 3arry 
Bronfman, toggther .-;ith his brother!:, is providing the moruay. 
The extension will be the property of the Royal Victoria although 
the money was given to the Institute. 

I gave Dr. stephens a copy :Jf the Foundation Volume of the 
M.N.I. und received rather an extraordinary letter back. I e.m 
enclosing a copy of it. As youifi~~zh~e P§Vebillt~ef~Ftep~~nt t· 

E~~ ~11SaciH~rBSflA tlRniJ.~Sd!HY 1lf~perience, 6~hi~h is rather 0 ext~!.:a lon, 
ordinary. 3olmes micht be interested in what he said, provided 
you don't cuite it leterallyt 
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Letter to Lt. Col. Cone continued: 

Well Bill, I 'Hish you a Merry Christmas wherever you may be. 

I look forward to the time whon the war will be over and we can 

be associated in the old way a5ain. This .Spring you must get 
ready for rne to tu}::e your plece when the year is up.. I don't 
say th'1t you 1i70n't '.:Jish that you v1ere back again sometimes. 

Give my best to everyone, especially to Colin and Dotterel, 

and Humphreys u.nd Stcwart. Incidentally, I \vonder why I havo 

never nec~rd from ~ruophreys at any time. I would recommend rending 

the Christmas Carol as the best way of !'eproducilg a , proper at 

mosphere,. even in the surround in;::;s of: a hoapi tal. 

,:GP/ \.!1 
Encls. 

As ever yours it 

P .. S. I am encJ.osin:: a copy o-: my ir,troduetion of the Governor
General at l~he dinner of the noyal 0olle:,c of Physicians 
and S1 rc;eons. It ·.'la:.: r:lth"Jr o. strugcle , but everyone said 

tm: t it V.'~'1. s '3. success ;:..nd the afternoon mo ~ t ings were a 
._:res. t. ~Lwcess , Goraor.-' s o.nd Gullie' s papers being extremely 
~~ood. .1llen I can uet llold of copies of those two papers 

I will for0ard them to you. 



J ,,..,.,.,.r"'· l,..' ... h 1.n41 
l...oi.A. .. ~~ .... .l- \· u J ;J 

No. 7 

Lt. Col. 7illiam Cone, 
-!/1 Neurological Hospital, RCAUC, CASF, 
cjo Base Post Office, 
Cano:tda: 

Dear Bill: 

Your voice ceoe over the radio on Sunday. I was 
up skiint: at Shu'.<tbridse ~nrl carL0 in to hear the broadcast. 
It lasted n half hour and was mude u~ of a lot of messages 
from the r:;.m: to families a11d sweethearts, but your voice 
came in at the very end and was extreoely well done. That 
was the only intelli£;1ble message of any general sort that 
has boen received or could be understood properly. 'He under
stood that Col. Cross and Colin were ;oinc to speak, but 
I suppose that they must hsve cut them off. I SLJ Hartland 
t:scDoucsll. · e did not hecr t:lC bro~dcast but n""d been told 
about it and was sono11hnt disturbed becr..usa he said he had 
not civen the nurses sr:.y silk stockings but tl1at it ~·as good 
idea and thought perhaps that was 'trhat you mesnt t 

This letter is No. 7, B1ll, in the ner..r nuubering. 
The last one I ~rote to you ~as on the 12th o. Jecember. I am 
sorry it hus been so long because I mde up my mind to write 
regularly ithout wait ing for replies from you. That does 
not mean that I do not wunt any. 

I hove mentioned my plans to you several times, 
name ly that I would approach Col. Gorssline and tell him 
that I was ready to go whenever he ~anted me, but that the 
Neurological Institute could not be run unless you returned. 
I nm anxious to have your reaction to ny plans of movement; 
you have not mentioned it in any letters that have arrived. 
I am going to propose to him that Herding elso replace Childe. 
I am not quite sure yet whether Hardint; is willing to r.:.o, but 
it seems to me that it is vory desirable for Childe to be back 
he7e for n year. His family need him rather a good deal. 
Hardint; has come along and is dahg good work. His general ex ... 
perience is not up to that or Childe, of :!oursa, but he seems 

L '.• .j ..Q. ~~ ' ...t::i ~ ~ I c"""' ~ 1 ~ fc-~ l 

) e n.-. tA .,___ ~ . ~ I _> .. i .. v•·•-U. A ~ .. ~ 
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Letter to Lt .. Col,. Cone 

to understand the problem of patient's films and I think would do very good work. Let me know your reaction to this. I have hoped also to brine Bob Pudenz along. He is ut present doinG an M.Sc. and is su~narizing all of the recent work on reaction to injury .and on wound healinG in connection with wnr injuries. That sounds broad, but actually his thesis is pretty broad. Ted. Rasmussen is off from service for six months and is \70: }·i::c 0~1 bla~kout . :Ja are trying to establish just how much spinal fluid can be displaced from t:1e cerebrJ2sp1nal system at varyi:nr:; pressures. Jhen we have done so we hopeAhnve Frank apply his pneumatic suit to a man down here, and I think that probably we can demonstrate that the amount of cerebrospinal fluj_d to be displaced from the cerebrospinal system is les~ ~ith Frcnk•s suit applied. In other words, I feel that the brain does not flo~t in the spinal fluid, as I am. sure you do, but that it if.; D.ctually resting on the floor of' tne skull when the number !Of G is increased. tehman is working on methods of anaesthetizing the individual convolutions of the brain without injuring it. 

;Je have Cl)ded year in pr.1ct ice. E:r ickson has taken in just tho amount thut is allo~ ted to 'l. :im ln the purter;:;hip agreement. My total :.ncome is a little lower thnn that or Ilast yen.r, but only a little, so that I hnve ~at done as ~ell as I hoped to do, but you nill find thint;s not too bod. We will continue exactly as we have during the pl::l st yo~n· until your return. 

':'ne book manuscript \""iill ;::o out in t~w next day or two •. The title will be Epilepsy e.nd Cerebral Localization.. I ouppose that it ';!;ill e_;1pear 1:1. t>.e press ir. about four ;:1071tl1s. I hope to have ft cor .. e cut before I leave this com:ty, but it does not mat ter us Erickson c.3:r.. :;-mt it through. It see;ns to me t:1at 1llon it does come out it rr.ay attract some attention to the problem of focal epilepsy o.nd t~at • f'rom the point of v1a·.1 of practice, Erickson will be able to handle this and V!ill capture some inco;:;1c for the firm. 

I Cin in d~·,ubt about what to do about advising .: .. r·thur :&lvidce to go overseas, also Donnld L!cEachern and Young. I do wish that you wou_ld ~.;i ve rne your reactions by letter richt away. Is MCEfighern needed? He certainly is needed here, but I fancy he is gett4ns a little restive. ?here is no one there at the Hospital that couL .. alternate with him. Elvidt;e is mixed up with one of the organizations here; as you know he went to camp thin suoner. If Bob PUdenz came over now could he replace Stewart, or could those rr..en not be spared? I recognize that you cannot decide these things any more than I can, and yet want very much to"' have your reaction to them. Do write t:o me right away. None ot""'hz.e bee: a yet ::> s to 
" '.'.llether we passed this last Comr:1on to All Arms examination. It was a very difficult one , if I do say it. EcSe.chern, .S:ardinc ::.nd I took it; the others seem to have passed the first tice. If you were here you would see ue blushing now before the dictaphonet 
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Letter to Lt. Col. Cone 

I have had a meeting with the Principal and with Dr. 
Stephens and we have arranged to ap1~oint .Kershman Executive 
i\ssistant. The full title is ~Executive Assistant to the Director". He will come below Petersen in rnnk 1 of course, but he will take 
over the supervision O·f our financial relations with the Royal 
Victoria. ?hey are very much in need of some help as we are 
running behind steadily. There has been soae definite reduction 
in the number of private patients, but thct is or..1.:,· p:::.rt of the answer. 

All four children were home for Christmas and we had a 
very r;ood Christmas tndecd. "le all thousht of all of you vary 
often. The nevJs is full of exultation over the British suC !..!ess 
in northern \frica n.:nd the Greek success in Albania . For myself; 
I am rother exasperated by al+ this talk about things that matter 
very little. I wish to Heaven I could see what cerrr£.ny is really 
planninr; s.r:.d preparing for . The battle of Britian is certainly 
yet to be fou;;ht, ~m~ also the buttlo of the )ardanelles. !e were 
perfectly dclig~ted at Roosevelt• s speech, and at t 10 way in vihich 
they ore r:oving along dorm in the Str..,.tes. 

Bill, ar:.otb.er t!:~lri:_:; I -ri 11 yt:·U ';';ct..ld t,;i ve u.o you.:r 
reaction to, th.a t; is Ff.S to :.~hether ar.yone leaving hero v.'OUld have 
to bo there be:::'cre his r:.1tr;:::.'n'lte .. :n£ freed; I c.oa , if Hardingg 
was going over .:ould 'Je hvve to take c·; re of the Y-rny here for a 
period of a month or could t~J.C Unit there get r.lor...:.; y;i thou-t the 
x-rr:y re.an. I cannot ask about myself <::nd yourself because I do 
not knm':' \'Jhothcr the D. G.t!.S. r:oulc; hnre eo reph1ce you, but,in 
any case, do you think that we coulc meet here for c. turn over, 
or th?;t we could ~.cot there P ttE)r I ..:.:o over, er t h" t ,;£ should 
make the change simulta~eously. 

I hope you and Colin are stay1ns out of the ~nrble 
Arch these days . Give him. my very best. 

Yours. 

tJGP/AD 



Lt. Col. W. V. Cone, 
RCAMC, CASF. , 
#1 Neurological Hospital, 
Canrecord, London. 

Interviewed D.G. today. Planning leave here 

in one month to replace you. D.G. will cable London 

shortly. Are you equipped for three possible mobile 

teams. Equipment must be requested from London. 

Please requisition necessities and inform me by cable. 

Have you written neurosurgical technique or shall I 

prepare pamphlet to standardize technique Canadian 

Hospitals. Pudenz accompanying me. Do you advise 

Stewart return now or December. Your last letter 

arrived October. Your return advisable before my 

arrival there. Institute can not stand long interim. 

Regards Colin. Cable reply. 

J.t! t)... \ q~' 

~.-~?JJ~ 

Feb.l7th, 1941. 
E.F.M. 

Lt.Col. W. V.Cone, 
#1 Neurological Hospi t al, 
RCAJ.A:C, CASF, 
Canrecord, London. 

Wilder Penfield 

Please ca ble some reply, even partial, to Wednesday's 
cable. 

Wilder Penfield. 
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Lt.Col. William Cone, 
Hackwood House, 
Basingstoke, England. 

Ma rch 14th, 1941 

D.G. resents further demands. Colin must approach London. Seeking 

satisfactory substitute for Arthur. Cable opinions Eaglesham sub-

stitution. 

Wilder Penfield 

XzMxS. Night letter. 



BASINGSTOKE, England 

HAVE YOU RECEIVED MY TWO CABLES 

WILLIAM CONE 
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ACCURACY 

R28 GNKH BASINGSTOKE 11 3 1111 

WILDER PENFIELD MONTREAL 

HAVE YOU RECEIVED MY TWO CABLEGRAMS 
WILLIAM COVE 

uy ia Marconi" 

I1f\iq 3 2 2o PM 1941 

MARK YOUR REPLY "Via Marconi" AND FILE AT ANY CANADIAN PACIFIC TELEGRAPH OFFICE 

OR CALL MARQUETTE 8144 
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L140 GOKC "Via Marconi" 
BASINGSTOKE 58 24 2139 

NLT WILDER PENFIELD NEUROLOGICAL INSTITUTE ~ONTREAL 

f I J 

YOUR CABLE 12TH FEB~UARY RECEIVED TODAY FE3RUARY 24TH ELEVEN 
v) 

DAYS LATE WILL DISCUSS ~OBILE TEMAS PAM~HLETS AND OTHER 

TH I i'~GS WITH YOU IN fviONTREAL PLEASE ;~R R.AI~GE TO EXCHAi\JGE 

COLIN ARTHUR AND STUART IF I AM TO RETURN STOP @0 NOT LEAVE 

3EFOfiE YOU SEE :,E IJ:OST tJF I f'~STRUrv:Ef'JTS HERE OTHERS GRDEREO 

L 11;. L li\M CGN E 

MARK Ve U .. REPLY "Vu Marami" AN. FILE AT ANY CANA. IAN PACIFIC TELEGRAPH GFFICE 
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WILDER PENFIELD MON TRE AL 

uvia Marconi" 

')' 12 5 1\"1 I 
J- j ; ,1 I \.J • • 

HAVE YOU TALKED WITH PHILIP WILSONi STOP COLI N AN D 

I WILL GL ADLY EXCH AN GE STOP BUT MY AD VI SE TO YOU IS 
SIT TIGHT STOP IF YOU DI SAGREE ST ART WHEELS TUR NING 
AN D I SHOULD LIKE A WEEK WITH YOU THERE. 

WILLI AM CONE. 

MARK YOUR REPLY ''Via Marconi" AND FILE AT ANY CANADIAN PACIFIC TELEGRAPH OFFICE 

OR CALL MARQUETTE 1144 



April ?th, 1941 

Dr • .1.. V. Cone , 
Hackwood House, ". 4 

Basingstoke, aants, England. 

Dear Bill: 

I have just cabled you that a board ~as held on 
the x-rays takeu of my chest ond that they have po~oned the 
decision for three months. You may remember that i\rthur !Jhilde 
n:ade tho sug.;estion when he took the plates in Junuary 1940 
thut I have periodic :ph1tes taken. I was going ahead vli th my 

routine preparations for loavi:tg nnd was called down by 

McG1bbon for physical ox ciration and told to bring plateD ot 
chest and urine. which I did, of course. I pqssed the examin
ation r;tt:.i te satisfactorily but t.1e pl 'tes were cent to Ottawa. 
They were then returned to ~;ers for an opinion. Byers decided 
to have a Joard after going ovor them. The bo~rd cas made up 
of Peirce and t:eakins. Meakins, I think, f'elt that I could quite 
well £0 ahead :ithout delay. Peirce wns undedided, feeling that 
there was $Ornething new in the plates, and t3yers, as you know 
being ultra conservative, decided to postpone decision. This 
report was sent to Ottawa. I called up Archibald to ask him to 
intercede with the D.G.M.s., ?.'hich he did. .1he D.G. decided that 
they must abide by Byers opinion. Dyers says he wi 11 recorwider 
the whole thinb in July. He said the r.;~idrJl e of July, but I shall 
have plates taken and eo to him on the first of July. I was just 
on the point of buying my uniform and had mgde final financial 
arrangements and other things. I am sorry, Bill, but I seem to 
be helpless for the moment. I have not had a cold this winter 
and .have been feeling quite all right, although perhaps :1ot cuite 
so full of ener6Y on the skiing hill. 

Please treat the reason for postponement of our ex
change as confidential. I do not think anything is to be gained 
by talking about x-ray plates of tl1e cllast, and ~o on . YtJu can 
explain it as you like, only don't spread it about that I have 
t~berculosis because I certainly haven't. 
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Major Baker has arrived and I have had two long talks 
with him. He has, of eourse, given me a great deal or first hand 
information and r.1ore insight into situations than I have ever had 
bef'ore. I Tionder if he is a 11 ttle prone to exaf;,t.·erated opinion. 
Do write to ree at len[;th,Bill. You have not written to me for a 
very long time and it is herd ror r;1e to keep in touch unless you 
do so. I knm'! that there are times when you probably don • t feel 
like it ~nd that times are busy, but, nevertheless, you can do it. 

I BD! very .much concerned about some of the things 'llhich 
I gather in regard to the Unit, nnd am in doubt as to how much 
initiative I should take, if any. I ~ish I could go ovor now 
although I knc~ I should not be able to str'1ighten out anything 
that you have not been able to do unless it is that a new broom 
sometimes helps • ·:hen they refueed me I thought at first of 
sugt;est:i ne that 1\ rthur i<Jlvidee replace you at onco. .:Ster talking 
to !•(ajo2 "'1ker I question >"?hether this would be "'ise.~ I will getr
lots of sleep Ctnd :--et into -absolutely top-hole oond it ion so that 
Tihatever it was they sew in the plates will disappo~r. 

I have seen Lieut. Jones. Ne have decided to have him 
spend thG night to see whether he has an accumulation of fluid in 
his sinus 3fter beinc all night in bed and, perhaps, to see the 
effect of bloning his nose during an x-ray. 

In regard to the oxchnnge of Arthur 8hilde, I had a very 
good letter from him which has helped a lot. It is obvious that 
he feels that he could hove his laboratory in shap3 by the autumn 
and J wi.ll do averyth:ng I ea~ to nropose to t:1e D.G.rZ.:3. an 
adequate substitute for rthur at t '1at time. '1'1hcy nre ho.Ying a 
lot of tro..1ble in regard to .:~-ray at t!1o ChilcJ ren' s. '!'hey are 
willing to take him back at any ruor::.ent and will help r.:e to bring 
:pro:Jsure upon the D.C. to get hir. back. ~n.;leshar ... is nor; . ·orking 
at t ~u~ Institute ',"!ith Ha:rding. You hove not :!nsv:ored '~S to \7hetheT. 
-~_rthur· C.lilde thinks he could do the work, although you mentioned 
Eat,lcshan•s na:no in your cable, which can:e, ir.cidcntally, in four 
days. Don l.':cEachern in ready to go over, · nd Bob as well. 

In rcs:::.rd to Colin, his first reaction ':J~s that ~'our 
request for Colin's return was shsolutely Pnreasonable. I have 
talked to t he D.G. and so has Dr. Archibal d , but 1 shall talk to 
him asuin i1hen I go up next week and may lenrn a little more c.nd 
will, at all events, do ':7hat I cnn. There does not seem to be 
ouch prospect of Bill 3tewart's being called back. 

If I go over, I shall be nore concerned in trying to 
standardize the method of trcotr..eut of injuries of the nervous 
system in all Canadian hospitals than in reg::-rd to the details 
of 1/1 neul·olor_::ical.. I say I shn.ll be concerned about it although 
I do not knm; '.'Jhethcr they will let rr..e do any thing about it. 

You have never nentioned at any tit~ onythin~ about this sort 
of thing. I do not know what has been done. I do not know what 
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instructions are g iven to the British Medical Service or to the 
E.:M.S. .)lease write to me in detail about this. \ fter reading 
over a book like that of Jolly and some of t he others, I realized 
that the general attitude toward head injuries is prehistoric as 
far as sow.e circles are cor; cerned. I have finished a Manual of 
I;eurosurgicul '.:.:roato.er.t bu.'t am now tearing it to peices and doing 
it over Dgain. I have made simple sketches. 11he D.G.}.~.s. was 
c;oing to send it by bonber to '?ngland end I sent him three copies 
with this in mind. HoT!ever, after keeping them about ten days 
he returned them saying that he had shm-;r. them to sor:1e merJbers of 
hi s staff there and felt that it was satjsfactory, evidently 
he.vin[· decided not to ser!d then. I will put it in sh<:t pe and send 
it back to hi::l end see whether he will change his mind about 
sendins it over now. If so, I will see that you get n copy. 
Please YJork <hn it e.t once e nd v1ri te marginal notes and send 1 t 
back. I ;.. t ~1c n:eantim.e, let U[; g o eheud with our plans for ex
changin;:; in the SUti t' . er a nd let us take up our corres:,ondence ag!l in. 

Daker tells me that &_tewart and Humphreys are doing beau
tii'ully and that t he neurod"uFgical service i ~3 :Jim:.;; ly hum.m.ing. 

~Y best to everyone, 

WGP/A.D 



w. v. Cone, Esq., L.D. 
Haclmood ?ark, 
Basi!1t;otoke, Hants, 
:England. 

Dear Bill:. 

\pril 22nd, 1941 

Here is the ID1nual. Please read, ccr~cct, end 

cable me whether or not you think we could go ahead with 

printing it. It would ~e o rood idea if you ~ould got into 

touch with Cairns and J"efferson and get their reactions to 

it ~1lso. Psrh;.:..pG Jott :t1oo, but I do not kno-:: about thnt. 

I could a de oomc norc practical dr~n·Jings o:' h:struucnts, etc, 

as well. 

.:1 th love, 

Yours, 

.. IDE 

JIGP/A') 
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CANADA 

:1\epattment of J}ational j!\efence 
-Army-

Cl&ttawa. ~analla. February 15, 1941. 

Dr. Wilder Penfield, 
Montreal Neurological Institute, 
3801 University Street, 
MONTREAL, P. Q.. 

Dear Dr. Penfield, 

In reply to your letter of 
February 13th, 1941, I notice that you have cabled 
Lt.-Col. Cone and before any action is taken from 
this side, I would be pleased to receive information as 
to Col. Cone's reaction. 

I am afraid that I cannot arrange 
for Dr. Robt. Pudenz to proceed with you to England if 
you yourself go. I would suggest that if this doctor is 
interested, he should apply for a Commission. Beingau American 
citizen will be no bar. If he is granted a Commission, there 
will be no difficulty in having him sent overseas as a re
inforcing officer and the necessary information forwarded as 
to his capabilities and training, in order that he may be 
utilized in a hospital where his experience will be most 
valuable. 

Regarding your proposal to spend a 
couple of weeks after reaching England, visiting various 
British hospitals, this is a matter which could be arranged with 
the Senior Medical Officer, Canadians, England, upon your 
arrival. There should be no difficulty whatever, as the same 
thing has been done with other Canadian officers when it was 
thought necessary to gain information from British sources. 

I shall await further information from you 
before any official action is taken to suggest your proceeding 
overseas. 

I 

(j / 

~ 

Kindest regards, 

(R.M. rssline)Colonel, 
Director Gene al of Medical Services. 

NAT, DEF. A-168-A 

600IIl-3-40 ( 4472-3-4) 
H.Q. 1772-!a-371 V 

rrrar~ or lt snort ly to Colonel ~rchibald . 



Ph erA~ (){J. f {~ ~.r 
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Lt. Col. R. M. Gorssline, 
Director General of Medieal services, 
Elgin Building, Elgin Street, 
Ottawa, Ont. 

near Colonel Gorssline: 

February 13th, 1941 

In accordance with our conversation. 
I am writing to you to request that Lt. Col. ~illiem Cone 
be returned to Montreal to resume his essential activities 
at the Montreal Neurological Institute. I am rendy to go 
into service and could be prepared to leave Canada by 
March 15th. After careful consideration, it soems important 
that Cone should leave ngl.:1nd at least by that time so 
that the interim of absence both there and in Montreal should 
be as short as possible. It would be better if he could be 
here before I leave if conditions over there permit this. 

I shall await your instructions in 
regard to my entrance on rr.ilitary duties. I passed the 

"special examination" for advancement from Lieutenant to 
Captain last Autumn. I took the "common to all arms" 
examination for the same in December but have had no 
notification as to .1hether I pa ssed this examination or 
not. 

May I suggest that Dr. Eobert Pudenz 
be given s commission as medical officer and be allowed 
to accompany me to Engl and. Dr. Pudenz is an American 
citizen. After graduation from the university and intern
ship s and travel abroad, he spent the past four years at 
the Montreal Neurological Institute \Vhere he has finished 
his training as neurosurgeon. He has as yet taken no 
examinations either physical or otherwise for the Canadian 
service. 

In regard to the pamphlet which should 
outline the routine treatment of neurosurgical conditions, 
this i s already partly finished nnd I will forward a tenta tive 
draft of 1 t shortly to Colonel ~~rchi bald. 

• 



Letter to Lt.Col. corssline 

If it meets with your approval, it mi ght be worth while 
for me to spend a week or two shortly a fter e.rrival in gland in 
learning from the different British neurosurc eons their conclusion 
in regard to routine treatment of neurosurt,ieal cusoa. It might 
be well also if ?udenz could do this with me us he is at present 
making us complete a sllln!!lary a s possible of the litorature of 
military medicine since the out break of the wt:lr. If you think 
best to .;ivo me t;he authority to do so, I ahould than like very 
much to visit the other Canadian hospitals in the hope of standard
izing the treatment of injuries of the head, spine and peripheral 
r4erves along the lines which will be indicated in the neurosurgical 
pamphlet .. 

If it is true that traumatic neurosurgical cases cannot 
be aeleoted nnd sent to '11 Nourolot;ioal Hospital, it bocot:1es very 
important for the in1 tial tre~~teent in all Can; d itln hosp1 tals to 
be s1m1lar so that when the chronic cases o.re later transferred for 
s pecial ncuxolo;;icnl oare there will be no break in continuity of 
policy. I believ<~ t hat in such a way a r re(A t m::my oases could be 
~aved from. chronic -post-traumatic oompla .tnts, such us headache• 
post~truumntic neurosis, poot~traumetic epilepsy, end failure of 
roF;cnerat1.on of injured nerves t 'IS wall a s more iomodiete and 
dangerous complications. 

I . ab~ed to Lt. Col. Cone l est nir~t in regard to 
our discussion. 

Yours very sincerely, 

'./GP/AD 
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November 17th, 1941 

Lt. Colonel W. V. Cone, 
t-ro. 1. Heurological Hospital, RCAMC, 
Canadian Army Overseas. 

Dear Bill: 

Will you please give the enclosed letter to 
Storer Hu::nphreys. 

I h ... ve been back in this country for about a 
r'onth now. I was two weeks on the way in the Clipper, 
!u.ving been held up in Lisbon for ten days and in liorta 
for three davs. Helen met ffie in New York nnd we took 
the train to .. Burlington where she had left the car. From 
there lve notored back to tV:ontreal. 

Avis looks very well. I h~ve talked to her about 
things and hqve told her about tho possibility of your 
return. ?rincipal James has vn·itten to Gorssline, as I have 
done, o .. ficially, indicatinG the need of :your retu:rr.. As you 
know, I \\Tote to Luton before I left stating that the 
Neurological Institute needed rou. I do ~ope that you and 
Arthur can be corr:il:g b c:.clc scon. v·e need you both very much 
indeed. There is a lot of work to be done here. I am 
anxious myself to get research work going forward on burns· 
and want to interest as many people as I can in it. 

After getting back I worked hard on the ::eport, 
consisting of fifty-five memoranda, which I turned over to 
the Associate Committee on Medical Research of the National 
ReseE~ch Council. At the meeting of the Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons I proposed the recommendation which 
is enclosed. This was passed and I am expecting to take it 
up to the Minister of Nqtional Defence this week myself. 

I will write to you qgain soon. Don't forget to 
write·to me. 

WGP/AD 
Encl. 

With my love , 



/ 

July 17th, 1941 

Mrs . William Cone, 

Dear Avis! 

A lot has been happening that I want to tell 

you about and I hoped that Helen and I W01lld be able to 
drive around to see you this week but we ar~ going av;ay 

down to Boston for a couple of days. 

Last May, when the question came up of my goinG 

overseas and I v;as about ready to buy my uniform, they put 

me through a medical examination and held a medical board. 

The decision was to postpone for three months. This board 

has met again. They are unwilline to recommend my admission 

to the army. Dr.Byers, who is chairman of the board, admits 

that the=e is no definite evidence of anything ad~ancing. 

It is simply that there is old evidence of trouble. I have 

told both t~cGibbon and the D.G.!.: .. s. that I am willing to EO 

over to take Bill's place in spite of the report of the 

board. They both have refused, although lt.cGi bbon said that 

perhaps it VLOuld only be postponed for six months. 

This means that I cannot take Bill 'H place. It 

does not mean necessarily that his place may not be taken 

by someone else. I am at the present time trying to get 

them to send ·me over for a short trip of a month or tno. 

In that case I will be able to see Bill and find out what 
the situation is, and may be able to make some suggestions 

which would help out. If I go at all, it will be as a 

civilian being sent by the Research Council. If I should go, 

I will try to get down and see you before. 

I hope the lake is nice.. I haven't seen very much 

of it on our side, although I have gotten do,Jn for an occasional 

weekend .. I have had a cablegram froo Bill in answer to my 
cable gram to him which I sent the other day announcing the 



Letter to 1.!rs. ;/illiam Cone: 

deci®n of theboa:rd. 
concerned. Take care. 

His reply was simply," Disappointedly 
:~!ish I oou:J,.d return to help. Love.'' 

I hope we will see you soon. 

A.s ever,. 

Yours. 

JGP/AD 
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