


Ruth has asked Adams to be with them for the summer,making her
feel that bot she and Fack really want her.

It looke now as though both Faith and Elizabeth----who will taks
charge of the housekeeplng---and Margaret--who will be at work
in the store,earning the money for her wedding needs----wibl

be. at home all summer. Adams says if they are all there they
vill not neqd her,and she is happlly making plans of her own

for the summer.

She hags been so miserble that she haé not slept well nor heen
able to work at anything for weeks,months.She 1s quite like her-
eelf again since she,a couple of dajs ago,asked me this questlion-
"Now Jean,l want you to answer me truly,honestly,would you not
be happler if T went into somse 0ld Ladies Home?" 1 was surprisec
into saying "Oh Glory!" and nothing more. She fairly giggled,
and enid "Well, that came out at me so that it almost nade me
'dizzy."

No,dsar,I shall not even need to borrow anything from any one
to take me to Montreal. The car has been sold--I am to have
8171. Herbert gave me $100 of 1t yesterday---the restiwhenever
1t 1s8 convenient! That makes it,ywith planning,qulte possible
for me to meet all obligations for everyonse concernsed. Leaving
money snough here to meet possible as well as certaln contingen-
cles. Some of them I shall explain more fully when I see you.

with all love for all of you,
Mother

The rest of your letter that came yesterday, telling of other
casas comlng to you,I shall answer later as well. The fact that
the money left you has been in the newspapers releases me from

not speaking of 1t? I told Herbert and Mary last nlght.
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Claremont,June 8 1930
Dear Children:

Well,you know how it is,when one gets to a point
where it seems advisable to make definite plans,and not wait for
consultation that shall include the nlans of others---the same
1dea ssems to move those "others' as well. I did not want to
have to go into the city for the»coming two weeks,I felt I had
211 that T wanted to do right here without that interruption.

T had been walting to hear from you as to whether my leaving the
21et.was saticfactory,and 1f Ray had made his plans to meet me
in Chicago---but I went in town yesterday and bought my ticket
and reservation to 6hicago,leaving here June 21st.

Also made arrangements so that as soon as I should hear,I could
order the Montreal sleeper reservation to be held for me in
Chicago.

When I came home last evening thete was a letter
from Ray and from Helen.

Ray will meet me for a 24 hourvisit,so that we can have an
01ld-time evening together,as well as getting acquainted during
the day. That is,during the day we shall catch up on the
intervening history since bur last long vislt--and in the
evening we shall maks new points of thought contacts that will
last until our next long visit togethser.

1 shall reach Chicago Tuesday morning,Jjune 24th. Leaving there
Wednesday morning,the 25th. reaching Montreal,as before,in time
for breakfast,Thursday morning (7,45) the 26th. I am so glad

that it really seems a more convenlent time for you than if I



had planned to come before the 13th.

Oh Helen,I draw a long,deep,and shuddering,sigh when I think of t
the summer you have planned for yourself!!! How do you do 1t?
What a lovely summer Abby 1is to nave! 1 shall be glad to see
her again. And the foreign gentlemen,I shall be glad to have a
glimpse of them. I shall be more than glad to be "jeserted"
while you are in Bostbn,getting——posslbly-—a short breathling
anace for yourself. And so,friends of yours,new and old,will
touch my consciousness in a most delightful way. A wonderful
summer for me,in every particular.

Thursday evening your father and mother came over for a tiny

bit of a delightful visit. They are s0 happy that Ned has found
a permanent Job. What a satisfaction 1t 1a for all of them,and
how wise your father was in insisting thét he should wait until
the right thing should offer.

George, too,has found a permanent place,perhaps. The Firestone
neople offered nim his old nlace--night work--and he 1ig homne
again. He ought to advance if he stays with them. I have not
seen him as yet.

The y~ung people keep things moving right along,with a rather
fact tempo. It makes one rather breathless to keep up with them.
ntil I see you face to face 1 shall not talk very much with you.
T must get ready for church now.

With all 1ove'for all of you,
_ Mother



1 have been giving the address of last summer,l suppose that 1s
all right?

Sunday--June 15
Dear Children®

Next Sunday I shall be sending myself for the weekly
l1etter---how much more fun that will be! To see you face to
face. I did not send Wilder his birthday gift,but will glve
1t to him later.Faith's birthday comes the 17th.and I must get
that arranged this afternoon.
Last night the Merrill's dinner-dance at the Flintridge Country
Club was a great success. REXXk) Forty-nine sat down to table,
a long one spread the whole length of the narrow private room.
It opened off the main hall where the dancing went on,and
arrangements had been made sO that there was no music while our
own private program went on. After the first course,Faith sang
two songs,while her next year's roommate played the accompaniment
After the second course.she and her roommate of this year,and
the one of next year sang two unaccompanied trios. And after
the third course the whole table united in singing Pomona songs.
Then the dance music was continous.
The table was beautifully decorated with flowers--blue and white
for the school colors,and very dark blue flowers that were
black enough for the class colors of blue and black.
There were Japanese favors for the ladies,as well as lovely
blue and white fans trimmed with tinsel. There were caps and kak
baloon whistles,rather musical ones that were not nolsy,for
the men. There were place cards of fair women with cap and
gown,and a student's cap that served as a nut dish and were
later fastened with an elastic to the head,so that when we

mingled with other club guests on the dance floor--the Merrill



dinner guests were easily distinguished.

The guests,besides the Merrill family.Jack,Ruth,Bak®,Adams and I,
were the Neff house girls,Elizabsth and her friend Helen Les,
the Dew House boys--(where Willis has had yis meals for the

four years he has besn here\,Bobs,andégﬁzf;’escorts.

Bobs invited Jean,but she was not able to come 80 he asked a

Van Nuys girl of his own age whoE knew the Van Nuys girls well,
and was able to fit in to the rest of the crowd.

The-dinner was extra grod---and Mr.and Mrs Merrill,Paul and his
wife were very good to meet. :

Ray will meet me in Chicago Tussday morning,and I shall leave the
there Wednesday morning and be with you for breakfasp on Thursda]
Tomorrow night The Merrills and Ruth and Bobs will be here for

a five o'clock meal—-Coffee,sandwiches,salad,strawberries and
fseca-cream and cake--before going to the Greek to see the grad-
uating services. They have to be back in Pasadena by 8 o'clock
8o cannot get a regular dinner at either end of the trail.
Elizabeth has succeeded in getting some work for the summer--
the much hated work of serving table at Allingtons'llargaret will
work inthe store,and Faith will be house -keeper and do some work
with violin,plano and voics,in between times. Adams wlll stay 1i
Claremont for a while at any rate. farther than that she does
not know. Ruth 1s feeling very well,and looking forward to

the three girls being at homs.

I am glad that the book is partly finished,at least,and anm
wondering how the added chap§ers will be worked out. But,every
thing else must wait until T see you.

With all love for each and every one of you,
Mother.
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Boston
Tuecsday noon,
Dear Hel-n and Wilder:

Ruth seems to be all right this morning, just.
about. the same. I went to see about the other room
vesterday and was told that thsre were two on the
waiting list before you,but she hoped that it would not
be very long now before the chnge could be made.

I thought I would let her know that we were expecting
1t even if you had left the camping ground.

Well,1t hae been a long time since I had a
real honest-to-goodness date with a charming young man---
1 have one now,however. And,naturally,it will not take
muech guessing on your part to know that it is with Dr.
Fulton. Twice he had been in Ruth's room and sald that
he wanted to get in touch with me to ask if I would not
1i%e to "see Boston" with him. So,meeting him in the
lobby I snoke to him. I want some yarn,I dread to face
the horrors of Boston's down town shops without a gulds,
tomorrow at two o'clock he takes me in his car to pllot
me to Shevherd's where Miss Nettles "will tell you Jjust
what you will want." A quotation from our good lNrs.
BRlatz. Is it not mighty nice of him?

I have televhoned twice to Mrs.George Hall,
(1s Dr.Francis in Brookline or Boston?) to ask about
Mr.Perry--"just the same,no change." She is coming to
gse me soon.

For breakfast I have an'orange,a baked apple,

and a doughnut added to the toast and coffee. 18 that



the result of Helen's private interview wlth Mrs.Baatz?
Tt is very nice,but having it at eight o'clock I am
none too hungry for lunch,and if I put that ofif (later,
T am not hungry for an early dinner———and so I have not
guite made my daily schedule to fit my needs,and am
st1ll trying to plan out the very best plan of ‘all.
Today,I wanted to be in my room for some time,so I ate
an apple,three crackers,four dates and some nuts! It
tasted fine,and I feel wonderfully satisfled with the
world right now.

Now for my letter to Jack. The letters begin coming
in rather fast now,and such mighty good ones,but that
will be my work from now on---perhaps I shall not use
the warn right away,after all. Stuart's birthday comes
before Christmas,perhaps I shall begin on his Firat~~1
cannot tell yet.

¥ith so much of lovse,
Mother






Boston
November 10 1930

Dear Wilder:

T.ast night Ruth slept very little and she feels a
bit tired this morning,but letters,and flowers and the
reading of an article in the American seemed to fill in
very well,and she redally looks bgtter than she did yes-
terday. I am sure that everything 1s golng all right. 1
reared that I might have stayed too long yesterday after-
noon.and shall try to get some yarn sO that I may go off
and Xnit between a little reading--a rest--and then some
more reading. Miss Seavey says,"But she 1s lonely when
you are not herse."

Of course,you both understand that "Dear Wilder"
means bot\.Wilder and Helen,but the maln thought when 1
start the letter is to give a bit of a report on the
patient,and for the moment I think only of the Dr.

1 took over some more yellow chrysanthemums this
morning,because Helen loves the yellow flowers, too.

The mail brought me two letters this morning as well as
Jack's daily letter to Ruth. One from Aunt Addie---and
one from Jack containing a wonderful appreciation of his
mother---it did me good,of course,also a check for $10.
to spend for flowers for Ruth.That did us both good.

1 am enclosing--especially for you,Helen dear,becausse

of your interest in school things,a progran of the dedicat
tion of a new high school, the building,Jack says 1s8"a

gem." But there,I must have 1eft it in Ruth's room.

However,it will be just as well to send it tomoprow.---



The Gannons left at eleven,an hour ago,and I am sitting
in the window of the room I am to have---in the sunshine.
The curtains are freshly weshed,the mattrass has been
sired and sunned--the pillows are out on the line,and
everything looks so bright and cheery and clean. 1 can
now get things into the drawers and begin to feel morse
at home. WMrs Blatz is all right. No mistake was made
in coming herase.

wilder's dear letter to me,writtenthe day after Rand's k=
telesram,came in Adams' letter. Oh how thankful I an

that it is now rather than then. The weather is delightf
ful,everything seems lovely this morning.

By the way,I wish you could both find the time to read
that article by Tom Masson in the November American.
Years ago I gave up reading Life becszuse his irreverancs
so distressed me. I suppose that is why this article of
his does me 80 much good now. It is well worth reading,
begides being of interest because of his position in
the literary world.

I enjo¥ed the service at The Mother Church so very
much. That organ was a treat in itself.

With all love---
Mother



T.oving you each and every one,
Mother

Hermosa Beach --California
October 4 1930
Dear Children:

Just a week this morning since T reached T.A.
Elizabeth was at the station,and after breakfast we came down
to the Beach. She was very anxious to know how I should 1like
things here,and naturally I 4id like things.

Adams was just crawling out of bed when we arrived,and we had tc
wait and jeer at her before the doors were opened to receive us.
She has had a hard summer--and shows 't. She had a bad heart ak:
attack while at the Becketts,and has sort of grown into the
feeling that she must expect them,but,at the same time she never
saves hereelf in anyway. However,she is alwys better when her
"ei1de-partner" is near at hand,and she 1s looking a heap better
already.

The week has been a very busy one,of course. It could not be
otherwise.Tack brougy Ruth and the 1little boys down on Saturday
afternoon and they stayed overnbght. Sunday Ruth,Adams and I
went to church and Elizabeth got dinner ready for nineteen.
Dinner at two o'clock--and so easlly and smoothly arranged and
served. Jack and the rest of the family,and every member of the
Penfield family were here,and they gseemed glad to welcome me back

The young people went swimming,of course,and we all visited and
talked about the Montreal Penfields,and admired each other.

The trip was a bit tiring,especially the last two days with three¢
of us sitting in a crowded car,and with no relief from having an
observation car on. I shall not take the Scout again,I imagine,

althourh the getting off for meals was a great relief.

Monday,Adams and I went to Pomona in the morning and spent two
hourse in the storage rooms,trying to get out some of the things
we needed. It was rather unsatisfactory. The trunks and boxes
that held the linen and pictures were all at the bottom of the
pile,but we did get hold of some things. The truck came down on
Tuesday but did not bring all that had been ordered. Adams and I
unpacked until we were rather gtiff and achy---found all the
dishes we dild not need,and but few of the ones we did need,but
we shall get along all right for I have my typewriter--and table,
and the dictionary and Thesaurus,and the tabda that holds the
Encyclopaedias,although the last-named desire were not avallable.
114 ’
Wednesday morning wm sort of settled a bit,while Adams went to
0lendale to see about the new teseth she is acquiring. In the
afternoon Elizabeth and Miriam and I went to T..A.While the girls
gspent some time in bookstores and Library,Adams and I did some
errande. She was to meet me in the rest room of the Broadway.
1 found her so sound asleep that I held her wrist fully a minute
before she opened her eyes. My principal errand was a pair of
new shoes which cost me #13.50 a ridiculous price! We had dinne:
met the girls--who dld not have dinner--and went to North Holly-
wood for my silver which they nad been keeping for me and forgot
to bring down on Sunday,and them on to Van Nuys for a few minute:
visit. .
Thursday, they sent down another load from storage,still not



bringing my clock,which Mr.Stine had carefully put 1n another
vlace and has forgotten just where that place is---and charging
me haulage for the goods that they were wholly to blame for not
having in the first load. I naturally protested that little
item. The protest still hangs over.

The rest of Thursday and Friday still unpacking and arranglng,
ete. I have had time to write,yes,but have not had the pep to
do more thah sleep and hem napkine in the afternoon. This is the
first time I have opened the typewrlter and it 1s nearly noon now

Helen. Lee came down from Upland this morning to stay over Sunday
with ®lizabeth. Such a dear girl!

Tomorrow morning Adams and I leave here at 9.30--go to church in
T..A. at the church we love there,will meet Miss MaecCracken there
for a bit,have lunch,then to Pomona to have a bit of a talk with
Mr.Stine about storage matters, then to Claremont,see the Ross

family,and surprise the Inglis family by appearing at the Vesper
service given by Faith. and her roommate Miriam Reynolds,pianist.

Prof.Lyman is delighted with the improbement in Falth's voice.

1t was a relief to her to have him feel that way,for 1t has been
the work of the Van Nuyse vocal teacher,Mr.Klein,that has helped
her so much. She dreaded going back,for several reasons,one

of them being a certain young man who looms largely in her horizo
at present. Her first love affalr---but as he will not be ready
to be married for some five or more years,---law--I belleve,

no one but Faith.herself,is taking 1t too much to heart.

I have not yet had the opportunity of having a visit with her.

Margaret 1s the happliest,prettiest looking girl one would care to

‘meet.She Jjust glows ,and so does Willis when he ie with her--I

have had but little time to talk with her,elther.
{pbuth geems quite well,and dearer than ever. Elizabeth 1s very

- appy in the home,and school will soon grow easier. ~ast week

<7, Mt ehe had forty-five of the dramatic section here at the house--
j>;5;; This week she took ten girle for swimming here and a plcnicxsuppe
?75 /” supper in a canyon near Redondo. The eighth graders are hard to
’d .M~ alecipline but she loves every one of them excepting the two
2 L 8004 ones" in the class/ One class in history comes the last
N,’;"‘”heriod of the day,and there are forty-three in the class and only
iy tp“popty seate for them. Rather exhausting as one may imagine.
u%ﬁ%ﬂﬂ“They 211 1ike me,but they do not know how to behave for me. "

(L they are all sons and daughters of steel workers and oil workers

wo 0t Torrancesr good children and clean,but with no background to

ax&»ﬂ“A}help them to understand some things. The older teachers tell her
she must actually be brutal to them to makse them understand that
her word is law--"And 1t seems to: terribél to have to be cross,
for you know we girle have never been used to that among our-

aelves or in our home."

T have written a long letter of detalls and have sald never a
word about this glorious California sunshine,and the expanse of
water--but perhaps you would miss the beautiful lawns and the Xkm
trees that enclose you about,and those things are more beautiful
that the sand and the tops of the houses between here and the sea
But one is wrapped in this life-giving sunshine that does not

make the day too hot,because 80 tempered by the salt ailr.



Roston
November 13 1930
Dear Helen and Wilder:

Two of your letters,one from each one of you,to answer
this morning,so I write before going to the hospital,and mean to
answer the letters so that it may seem that I have had a real
viglit with you.

Why do you fear that the dinner Friday evenling was a
fiasco? If it was,I was very unconscious of that fact. I enjoyed
it all,it was so different and left so much to remember and think
over. Perhaps you meant that your stomach was upset? If so,1t
must have been the wild meat you and Dr.Francis had?

1 had a note from him yesterday saying he was sorry they were so
confined that they could not look me up and saying they had
neard from "Mother Hall" that Ruth was doing nicely,and that they
were glad to hear it and hoped to see me soon.:

Really 1t would be nicer to receive visits from them when Ruth
became well enough to enjoy it with me,wouldn't 1it? '

T was delighted to know of Helen's long sleep,for I
was very consclous,when she was here, that she was tired through
and through.Really Helen,the summer should be made a real rest
for you rather than an opportunity to give all of your friends
a chance for resting.
I presume it 1s true,to a certain extent, that you "rest in action'
but it should be so well planned that 1§ 1s really"rest in action
and not action in so-called rest. I think there may be a differm
eance.

T have chuckled to myself every time I have thought of
wilder and Ruth Mary doing the decorating while Mother was still
in bed. Bless thelr hearts,what fun they had,and how they will
want to do it over and over again, growing more proficient so that
1t will not be so very long before you will have two effilclent
aides to help you in all of your working plans for others.

Thanksgiving day.! How Ruth hopes to be home by the
o7th.! But that can scarcely be thought of? If we are able to
l1eave Boston by the 27th.shall we not be doing well? That means
only two more weeks.

Mrs.Blatz charges me $2.a week for the breakfasts,and
threw in the pressing. $10. a week for all that she glves me,
18 certainly rather wonderful. It is quite different from being
a1l alone with no personal touch,and this little room seems quite
a bright haven from much of dinginess.

Ruth mary wearing a costume that she has worn five
syccessive years?--Indeed I echo the question "How does she do
147" They all had such a good time,I kxnow,at dinner, talking and
then singing. I expect Armistice Day was well celebrated hers,
too,as 1t was in Montreal and Van Nuys--but the only whiff I got
of it was that the Salaf~Sandwich shop was closed--"We cannot keep



open on Sundays and Boston nolidays."

Dr.Francis said he would send some books to read,perhaps 1
shall ask him to do so. At present Ruth and I are reading "High
Fences" by Grace Richmond--she of the Red Pepper Burns stories in
ghe iome'Journal? None too exciting for an invalid,and perfectly

armless.

Another editorship! You are getting your name well estab-
1ished along that line. You know 1 have a new idea. I think I
shall come to the Abraham story through Moses. It opens up a vast
stsre of interest to me and 1f I can do it as I see 1t should be
done 1t would surely be of interest to others. It may be that you
are getting this facility in editing the work of othsrs 8O that
come day you may be editing the pothumﬁs papers of your mother.
How would yéu like that?

You have already threatened me with writing the Abraham story
yourself,if I did not hurry up and do it,suppose I enlarge the
scope and make it really worth your while to study up the subject
a little? '

But when I think of all the real study I have glven Abrsham, and
then realize how much broader the field will be by way of loses,
vhich would mean,Genesis,Numbers,Leviticus and Deuteronomy,with
flyers into the Psalms,to say nothing of Exodus!!: I should have
to 1live to be a hundred, judging by what I have done during the
past. When did I begln it,anyway,five years ago? Or was I thinking
of it when in Englan@? I cannot remember.

Onh well,when Ruth is well,and I am settled down guietly gomewhnere
and no one especially interrupte me? ---but it is sis&d that 1y~one
hag ?nything worth writing,they wrlte in any kind of an environ-
ment

Yes,you told me about themerging of the department of Neurol-
ogy with the Surgery nad been accomplished. Chairman of the
executive committee! Rather vague,rather.cumbersome,l should
think. A sop to Dr.Russell. A help in the saving of his dignity--
and you are willing to do that to keep his friendship which you
value. But that will not last long. He will himself be willing
to have i1t made more concrete,will he not? Friendship means
more than a title,does 1t Kot! Friends are harder to find than
titles are,1t seems to me.

Ruth is more and more in 1ove with Dr.Cushing. He takes the

time to be very chatty and friendly with her. 1 saw her but a
few moments after yesterday's dressing. A whlte bandage about the
nead and the top covered with a grey cap. she was feeling tired,
after walting in the operating rooms in the wheeled chalir for
some long time. She had had a cup of tea and a piece of toast,and
T 4id not talk much after coming home from down town, just read
our story book for & while. She was then tO nave a hot bath 1in
the tub and her dinner.

I must leave the account of my trip with Dr.Fulton until
tomorrow it is time to g0 to Ruth.

Loving you all,

Mother _ jé 2% 4
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Boston
Sunday Nov.2 1930

Year Wilder:

Our California postmastsrs are very explicit in
their recuest of a return address on all letters---so,
I put the hospital on your lstters and the Hermosa
address on those I write Jack,knowing they will recognise
my typewritten letters there and believing the hospltal
w11l Xnow you--that may be trusting too much but Helen
nas been convinced that I am very trusting in the mailing
of letters. She may enjoy this further evidence.

Ruth ig a marvel---she was sitting up in the
big chair when I went over this morning,very gleeful
in the thought of showing off so that I could write
1t to you and Jack. I think she has almost forgiven the
nurses for keeplng her awake so much those thirty-six
or forty-eight hours after the big trial. At the sams
time I notice it is with a sigh of relief that she told
me that Mise Griffen was discharged,as she needs alnight
nurse no longer.
There is not much to write,and the information

I have given is all that you care to know. The Gannons
have not gone yet,so I am still in the diningroom--

waliting.
With all love to you both and the dear children-

Mother
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HERMOSA BEACH, CALIFORNIA

October 10 1930
Dear Helen and Wilder:

It does seem a long time since I have
heard a word from you. It has,doubtless,been as
busy a time with you as it has with me. But I
should like to hear how you have all been slnce
I left you on the 21st.of September.

We are planning a big day for tomorrow. Ellzabet
hoped to attend a rather important school meeting
in T..A. on our way to othar things,but that, comin
from 10-11 in the morning rather holds things haz
back so that T think she will give it up.

The owner of the house went to Pasadena leaving
several important things undone. Our first call
w11l be on her. Then to Pomona to have another
tnterview with the storage man,Mr.Stine,and try
and get things settled more gatisfactorially with
him. Then to Claremont to see Mrs Ross,on busines
and pleasure,see Mrs.Miller for a moment, to be EH
gure that she does not come down here on sunday,
attend to one or two other 1little things,and on
to Upland. I hope I shall find your father and
mother at home so that I may not only dellver
the packages,but wish them the pleasure of a
near vigit with you in Montreal.

Bobs will meet us there and we expect to go ons
to San Berdue and stay over night isaving therse
early in the morning for a drive to Arrowhead.
("Wa" means Elizabeth and Bobs,Afams and I.)

Leaving Eerowhwad some time Sunday we drive ©o



Van Nuys and then on home somse tkir® time that even
ing.

Elizabeth's oldest girl friend,Katherine Cornwall,
10st her father this week. The funeral being on
Wednesday. I went in town that morning,Ellzabeth
drove out to the funeral that afternoon,and 1 met
her at Ruth's for dinner and the drive hone.

Both Katherine and her mother seemed to cling to
E1izabeth,and hoped to ses her very goon again--
go 1t is for that reason that we take the longer
trip around to Van Nuys--that,&nd the returning of
Bobs to his home.

The whole Inglis family were down here again, last
Sunday. This wesk we leave the house to Marlan and
her family. They will come down saturday and stay
over night. "Then",as Elizabeth puts it,we can have
our family again for three week-ends."

1 find that the check for three dollars that I gave
to Ruth Mary has not been nresented. I want to clos
my account at the Claremont Bank,and that is the en
only check that is out. If it has not been sent 1in
when you receive this,please tear it up and I shall
draw another on the Hermosa Bank. Or,I suppose they
could keep out enough to meet that check.

Adame has not been very well,but we cannot help but
think that she might prevent much of her bad feelir
ings by not undertaking to do so much,such as tryln

o get the sandy front yard into better order,etc.
ghe‘is certainly ambitious,all right.

with all love for each and all,
Mother
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Dear Children:

How very busy you two people must
be! MOdervise" as painter Johnson of Hudson,
and often of Galahad,would say,--you would surely
nave written before this. It seems ages since 1
saw Ruth Mary racing with the crack train of
Ceznada.

Privately,I think Miraim

o much her Ray as she would

We went to Pasaden-Pomona-Claremont-Upland-

Van Nuys,on Saturday the 11th.per schedule.

1 gave the packages to your mother,and told her
that the bag was for her and the paper cutter Xrx
inside the bag was for your father--but,she. was
go taken up with the bex of red hair,that I

think she did not notice all that I was saying---
for,along about Tuesday I had a postal card from
her asking if the bag that she thought I had left
was hers,or was it mine?

So,you see,l did not do them up nicely and mark
them clearly for you--as you would have done for
me. But things have been rather dizzy out herse,
as well as with you in Montreal.

as well.

Snow in New York--snow in Montreal? I wonder:!

It will be a month--or four weeks--tomorrow since
I 1eft Montreal,and it seems six. S50 much has
happened since then--not especially outward
things as a confusion of ideas and plans.

Perhaps with two young teacher women in the

house things will never become really settled
down,although Miriam went home Saturday,and Adams
®1izabeth and I had dinner alone. Later,Margare

would far rather visit with E.thaf with herself--and E.is
and that Ray 1s not s

surely on the defensive there,

is rignht,



and Willis came down for a while.Miriam came
nome and two of the "regulars" filled in the
evening,and the house 1is upset with painting
that should have been done wkkkx before 1 came
home.

We have been having some sport over a new problel
of ®lizabeth's--a man,of course. Miss V.a teach
asked E.1f she might bring Henry Johnston to cal.
They came and Adams played “ridge with them. It
1o0ked as if Miss V.was very much in love with
Henry. Bhe next day Henry telephoned to E.Her
face wasg a study—-"But why should he telephone
Me? She was still talking about it when he
phoned again,and she answered. He wanted to

come out and call again. She made excuses for
three evenings--"Friday,then?" "Well,it seems as
though I had something for Friday---all right
you may come." Coming back to the table,her
face rather grim,"Well,I'll leave it to Aunt Add:
to say if I did anything that evening to make
nim want to call again. He belongs to that other
girl--I don't want him." Miss V.saw her the
next m~rning,and spoke of how much Henry wanted
to %now her better--"And you know there is reall)
nothing between us two." Friday noon she only
nad time to say,"If you do not care,do be care-
ful,for it may prove a tragedy."

He came--she dreading it (He 1s a nice man,you
understand,but not what a girl would call a
careless playmate,he is rather serious,in fact---
He stayed until 11-30.When might he come agaln?
She was very busy,just taking up the senior %&%ﬁ-
every week day she must give to that--and the
week-ends were all engaged----/0h,he had fipst
aaked Mise V.to find out if E.had a "beau =-#~
She could not see him for at least five weeks:

Added to that,Miriam 1s so afraild that her "Ray"
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October 26 1930
Dear Helen and Wilder:

The shock of the past week 1s a bit hard to
bear,for us all. Jack is rising to the emergency
in a very brave manner,I think. Of course we
both feel that it must be either he or I who
ehould go with her and,of course,it would be
much easier for him to bear could he be the one
to go. But,he has no bank account,and he neeads
the money that will come to him from his salery--
which would stop should he stop work.

His attitude is much different from two years
ago. He is not so much like a man struggling
with the waves that are forcing him down. He seen
more like a swimmer with his head up knowing that
his strength is sufficient,and that he will
reach the goal in tlme.

Last time it was not in his thought that he
could pay my expenses. This tlme he said, "Can
you go,Mothar?" "If you cannot go,Jack,no
human power could keep me from going." "Well,I
xnew that.And you need not worry about the expens
I shall manage it." Of coure,he has not so
clear an idea of what the expenses will be,but
I glory in his changed attitude. "Elizabeth and
Margaret are,practically,off our hands now. Falth
needs more than in other years because of 1ts
being her senlor year,but she will have to re-
trench a 1little where Wwe thought it might be
made easier. Margaret will g0 back in the store,
she will need the money and I cannot give it to
her now. Bob and I will have to take turns 1in
coming homse immediately after school to be with

the little bOys. margaret Will nave one of the



'so that she may get home soon after five to get
the dinner. We shall manage very well."

Margaret had glven up her place in the gtore so
as to be at home and Jack was to pay her $60.

a month until he could find a sultable woman to
take charge of things in the home.

Before Ruth he is all confidencs 1n the out-come.
To me he said--"You see how it is,I cannot go,

1 am bound hand and foot. But.whichever way it =m
comes out it is all right. She 1is having the best
there is,and a week or two more of belng together
would not matter,after all."

Yss,he 18 brave---and very humble in his thought
of all that is being done for him and Ruth.
I wanted you to know.

And now,he will let you know about when we shall
leave,but we shall,I guppose,be in Boston on
Monday morning,the third. It is just as well,I
think, that Ruth should continue to think we are
going to Cushing for consultation,only. It would
worry her otherwiss. Of course,she is so full of
drugs that her senseibilitiss are somewhat dulled
and she seems to have no dread of the operation
any more than she did befors.

1 was so in hopes that before another operation
there might be an interim when you should be

glad to have Christlan Science really have a failr
trigl - oanw but,T am not worrying or being unhappy
over the dslay. I am determined that worry,"the
"no-trust-in-cod-diseasejas it has been called,
shall not make things harder for us all to bear.
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As it happened,yesterday,before hearing of your
wire,I had just finished the budgeting of my
income. I do not need to go into it fully--but

T was surpried to find that I am spending one-
f1fth of my total income for Adam's expenses.
That,of course,cannot be changed----(Yes,she did
pay your fare out to Spokane--not the return trig
-- and your expenses to Priest Lake. She has beer
a good sport and has been a good friend to all
of the Penfield-Smith family. She deserves to
have a happy home,and I know that she 1s happy
with me.

There are other obligations here that I cannot
let go,because of my being away,s0,I shall not
have so very much to put into the expense fund,
but will do my best. It ¢s possible I may have
to borrow something of you before the end,but I
shall pay back what I borrow---in time--I can E=zp
ecount on a hundred a month,I think.

T should 1like to have a small apartment some
where,not necessarily near the hospital,but on

a direst car 1line so that I can take the car at
the door and be deposited at the door of the
hospital. I shall prefer to get my own lunch and
breakfast,and perhaps go out for dinner.

I do not object to being alone,s0 do not think I
shall be lonely that way. I shall bring my tyo»e-
writer and perhaps can get more work done there
thah T seem to be able to do here. At least there
w111 be many letters to write--if Ruth gets
through all right,and I can,perhaps,visit the
Museun.



In a way 1t 1s much better that we be in Boston
instead of in Montreal--at least,that we shall
not be in your home. I could not bear the thought
of your home being upset as it was two years ago.
And indesd,it would be harder now bscause you
have no guest room now. Dear Helen's 1life is so
full,so busy,with necessary detail that I could
not make it harder so soon again.

You will understand me? We love each other very
much,but that is no reason why we should impose
on that love too often.

My winter coat,my tights,etc.are stored but in
what trunk or box,I know not. That means added
expense right at the start.

God bless you both for dear,unselfish,lovely
children. You will be rewarded in some way,at
some time,and will be glad that you have been
ahle to lighten the burdens of Mother,sister
and brother as you are doing.

With all love for you all,
Mother
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November 1l4th,
12930,

Dear Mother:

I have certainly been delighted to get such
good accounts of Ruth. 1 have no doubt the headache was
just one of the little downs that always come with the
various ups. I am planning to be in Boston on Saturday,
November £22nd, to see to anything that requires attention
and to say "Cood-Bye" to you and Ruth. If this is not a
good time for me to come you had better let me know. I
am writing to Dr. Cushing to let him know that 1 plan ten-
tatively to be there then. Would you rather that I should
wait until the day Ruth is to go? As & matter of fact, the.
reason that I have said Saturday is that I shall have to be
in New York on Thursday and Friday snyway, and would come
to Boston Saturdey morning. You will not be able to make
your reservations until he tells you when Ruth can go, and
I know thet there may be some difficulty in his letting you
know.

I was delighted that Marshal Fulton has been nice
to you. He has always been a very good friend of ours. Don't
hesitate to wire me any time you get any information or any-
thing definite turns up.

Things ere going along quietly here. 1 had intended
to go down to the Farm to-day to see to the meny things that
must be attended to before snow comes, but Dr. Cone has been 1ill
for a couple of days so that I cannot get away. I do not know
whether 1 shall be able to make it before snow flies or not now.

Tlease give my love to Ruth and tell her to remember
that the Penfields always recover from anything that happens to
them in record time.

With mueh love,

Yours,

WeP/ADK
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Boston
Nevember 14 1930

Dear Helen and Wilder:

I have just received Helen's letter with the flve dollars
and the long-ago-written letter from Adams- I do not
think that the added delay made any difference,do you?

In fact it would have made no difference if I had never
received it as long as 1t did not come before I left

the lake--would 1t? ’Eﬁery time I ask a question with
that inflection I seem to hear the clerk in the yarn shop
in Oxford. She had such a charming voice and such a
charming way of putting all of her statements as a

guestion.

I had trouble with the ribbon of my typewrite just where
that smudge is--sorry.

As for the money,thank you,I shall tell Ruth about your
flower thought,but I feel quite sure that she will agree
with me that her room is bright with flowers,and that
the thought you had will be appreciated without spending
the money. I will tell you about the flowers. The
Cyclamen 1is still blooming,and there are still some
yellow chrysanthemums from the ones I bought her.

There is a lovely pink begonia plant covered with bloom
that I bought to inaugurate Jack's remembrance. Then I
added for him,a bunch of red bittersweet berries with
some pine twigs to set of the red--that to remind her of
the crataegus berries beside the front steps at home.

Jaek loves to plck a rose and put on the breakfast table



for her,or on her pillow if she 1s not yet out of bed,

so,Dr.Fulton loaned me a 1little bud vase,and that will

be kept on her bed table with a single rose 1in it--that
costs but fifteen cents,and is quite full of sentiment.
One 18 just as good as a dozen,if it is perfect.

You would be astonished how the berries brighten and

accentuate the pink of the two plants.

She 1is sleeping better. The trouble was that both Dr.
‘Cushing and Dr.Hendersen did not think she needed the
luminol now,and it bothered her. She explained,and they
have given it back to her.

She has been very quiet y=sterday and today. We shall
finish High Fences this afternoon,and after reading the
Post shall be looking around for another book. There

seem to bs plenty of them floating around the hospital.

A rather interesting looking one of Rex Beach' is 1n her
room. She laughed when she saw 1t and told me a joke on
Peg. Some one spoke of Rex Beach--"Oh",she said, "Where is
that?" They laughed and sald we are not referring to any
California beach,you know." "Oh,of course not,how stupid.
1t is a brand of cigarettes,isn't 1t?" Should we be proud

of such ignorance? It is quite like Peg,at any rate.

The sun is out todayg and the weather keeps quite warm.
Lo+ve to the children---I will omit the kisses.

Mother



Boston
November 15 1930
Dear Children:

Ruth waved at me through the window this
morning and I felt that she must be very much brighter,
because of that. I guess she was for she was jubllant
in that she had had a long session with ctex and her
hands,

But when I began to read,even though it was so,supposedly
exciting a book as Rex Beach' The Ne'er-do-well,she
closed her eyes and was seemingly asleep the whole time
altho when I spke to her g he would walt an instant and
then grunt out something showing that she was stlll on
the job of listening. Someway I could not help takkng
that grunt with a grain of salt.

However,it keeps her quiet and she thinks she 1s enjoying
being read to.

She will be moved into the other room this afternoon.
If she were only more @lrt I should quite insist that
Miss Seavey go too,but how do I know? I must try and
see Dr.Henderson, think.

I am enclosing a letter from Peg simply because 1t glves
a better look into the home, nerhaps, lan any other letter
could,and Wilder,especially,might 1like to look into that
patt of the Inglis fapily 1life while the mother 1s avay.
Eli-abeth and Peg have been dear about writing her all of
the 1ittle details.

It ie a rainy day,but not at all cold. All love to
all of you,Mother

When I eit down to the typewriter I seem soO terribly stupid
cannot even spell the few words that come to me to write-

sleepy, probably.



Boston
November 18 1930
Dear Children:

Oh Helen, that picture of you sitting at your desk,writing
a letter,arranging your bills and other things and talking
211 of the time to Ariel---or listening to her talking,
filled my sense of humor with delight. I could scarcely
wait until I could tell it to Ruth.

The 1little flurry of letting Miss Seavey go,and the
uncertainty of when we could leave the protection of the
hosnital and have a bit of"near'"home 1ife in some hotel
wvhile waiting for the real home 1life in the west,made
Ruth rather dumpy yesterday. She was all right in every
way,you understand,but disinclined to make any physical
effort. She sat up for breakfast,but her other two
meals she languidly ate in bed.

A bit of real homesickness,I should say. I have spoken
once or twice about her going dirsectly to Hermosa to stay
until she was really ready to tackle things at home.

But when,in nlanning the hour and day we should reach
home in order to make it more convenient for them to meet
us,I casually spoke of her going to the Beach,she flew
up with"The Beach! I am going home. I am going to my own
bed. I have a garden there that needs my attention to say
nothing of my family." "But will you be ready to take all
of those duties on your shoulders immediately. Shall you
not need some one there to do some of that work?""Well,
they have done pretty well while I have been gone and thej
can continue to do it for a while after I return."

Rather unreasonable? Decidedly so,but fairly natural I
suppose.I dropped the subject.

It 418 8til} reining! I was in hoE%s that it might clear
off today so that when Dr.Fulton®go off on our little
dinner spree it might be better getting around,but it 1s
fust as it hae been since Friday night. Not railning and
blowing but just coming down.

T rather wish,Wilder, that you were coming here on your
way to New York,but I am mighty glad that you can be here
on your way back from New York. To cuestions asked Dr.
Cushing renlied,last evening,as Dr.Henderson reported,
"ahe would better not think of going at present. I shall
want to see her again." Xnowing something of his methods
1t was not very encouraging,but your letter to him with
the idea that you might be here Saturday may have been
the reason of his evasiveness?

Do not think that I am pushing matters. I would not, for
the world,make things harder for any one. I should 1like



to save some expense for you,and as there seems to be
nothing special to do for her but what an amateur could
do,and even a hotel would seem a bit more 1like home than
a great impersonal hospital with all of its thoughts of
suffering and death,---well,you will get my point.

Thank you for the returned check,Helen dear,and here 1is
one to take 1its place. Thank you, too,for the map of Bostol

In studying the R.R.folders,it would seem best to leave
here on some Tuesday or Wednesday evening at 6.20. That
would bring us into Chlcago at 7.30P.}{.and we could
1eave there at 9.05 reaching T..A.on Saturday or Sunday
morning at 8.

T need to look up things and have plans fairly well
digested so as to wrilte Jack in order that he may know
how and when to plan for our raturn.

I must begin my letter to him so as to have it well
bloeked out for Ruth when she can send her specilal
message. She did get one letter written to him by being
days in doing 1it,and said as she sealed it,"I think that
must sound 1ike a three ysar old child's letter."

.
Love for you all, :§i\§i\§\\
Mother
g\
\ -




Just what will be done for the near future will, probably,

be decided tomorrow when we are all together again.

You are both as busy as usual--and I hope happy in all of

You are such dear,dear children,l wish

your busy hours.

1 could enclose a good fat chsck for you----but your

reward must be met in some other way,for the present.

God bless you both-----

Mother

Hermosa Beach
November 30 1950

Dear Helen and Wilder:

. We reached home in the sunshine,
gf@erﬁargood hard rain during the night,
yesterday morning at 8.15.

Jack boarded the train at San Bernardino

and as we went through the Lounge Car on
our way to breakfast,he joined us. I was
right glad for Ruth was getting rather
nervous and in a great hurry for the miles
to be passed over. He was in a nervous

funk not knowing how sick she might be,and
he needed to meet her---away from home.

All of the family,save Peg,were at the stati

to meet us. Peg had to go to the store--



Aunt Addie and Elizabeth had stayed all night at Van Nuys,
and Elizabeth was on her way to Upland to visit Helen
Lee--will not be home until tomorrow morning. Jack t.ok
Ruth Adams and me and the luggage to Hsrmosa. Brksxkazk
Feith and the little boys went back to V.N.in the Auskitin
Austin,Bobs went to San Diego with some other scouts,and
®1izabeth to Upland.

Jaek took the boat down to San Diego to thls same meeting
of the Sccuts,ﬁhat evening.He had promised to go some
weeks before. In the afternoon he took Ruth and went to
v.N. so that she might see Peg,and get a glimpse of her
garden. They stopped at Herbert's office and he and Pat
and George came out to the car to see Ruth---and stopped
to see Mary and Jean for a moment.

Qur greates trouble on the way home was to get and keep
her warm---when she was comfy,and blankets seemed not to
meet the needs,l was suffocating--so we took turns in
being comfortable. DBut last night,she had the electricﬁ
and slept all night as warm as toast.

Today she is entering into the life of the home here.
Adams,she and 1 are alone,until tomorrow morning when

the whole family will be here for dinner,Jack coming 1in
later in the afternoon.

Ruth is at work on Stuart's sweater,dropping many stitche:
as she did two years ago with my knitting work,do you
recall? But if 1t does not look fair to middling,Il can
do it over again. And I am going down now to read

s book I bought before I went away that looked good for

one of the younger boys.



Ruth wants me to thank Helen again for the cap she sent

her,and for the loving thousht she has gilven her all

Some day,some how,you two will know

through this time.

that a reward has come to you because of all that you

Good,and not loss must be your portion,

have done for us

Evervthing is coveraed with a blanket of white--I do

platform when

not see any one taking exercilss on the

Inside is the best side today.

train stops.

the

T stop to mail the letter

yother

Somewvhere in Pennsylvanis
Tuesday noon.

Dear Children:

I was wrong,we are Just enteri:
Ohlo--the great state of Presidents:
We left Boston in the rain--we are now having
a very falr imitation of a blizzard. Too
cold for even a small ventilator to be open.

: toilet

I went into the kathkrmsm and found things
went from the ventllator above--saturated,
in fact;

We both slept fairly well last
n;ghp--inpo bed as soon as possible after
dinner~g—about 7;30 and Ruth did not crawl
out until 9. this morning.

The basket of frult was here

and was beautifully packed with fine fruit.



Ruth has pre-empted the grapes and I have done the same
to the pears. Fortunately,sometimes, two people differ
just enough to make 1t convenient,like that.

T do not know what we should have done yesterday if
Marshal had not loaned us another interesting book to
read. The time would have dragged terrificly--but,while
we knew we could not finish the story,1it wés exciting
enough to keep us reading as far as possible. Your frienc
have been very kind to us,and we appreciate 1t.

Abigall phoned as soon as she returned from Boston and
read my note,asking if Wilder would not come to dinner
with me on M-nday---so I had the opportunity of telling
her why I could not be with her. Her regret sounded very
real and hearty.

Sunday evening,early,Francis and Priscilla called. I was
so glad that Ruth could meet them. They were very dear
and seemed to regret that they could not have done more
for us. Francls even had given up his clinic at the Brigha
becsuse of belng so much at the Perry's. They both looked
tired--but mighty friendly.

Everything went well at the Brigham up to the last--
Everyone did all that they could do to make things pleasan
And everything on the train is comfy and nice. The travel
is not heavy,but I think I did the best thing in talking
the drawingroom etc. Ruth is happier about leaving off th
head covering that does bother her after a time.

Before we left she had six letters in the morning and
we had three more just before leaving. Every one was

looking forward to an early rseturn home,and very happy.



12:—KING’S CHAPEL, BOSTON, MASS.
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FOR CORRESPONDENCE

ThHe change was made in
eacsily and comfortablly

We left the snow befg
reaching Kanszs Cl'y,
this mornling,but not
the cold, though the
sun & _shining, .
Ruth savs "Tell them
Iam fealing fine."
%ﬁk ine -the hours,I

d say.
Ove,ﬁother
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December 21 1930

Dear Children:

This will come after Christmas to
wou,without doubt,but perhaps you will have more
time to ¥&tfe““then,and I have written such un-
finished letters.,so far. The time since coming
home has been very full and I have not seemed to
feel much 1like writing even when I had the time.

The most joyful thing that could posslibly happen
to Ruth ang me this Christmas time has been .the
villineness of both Wilder and Jack to Ruth's
trying Christian Science. Jack gave his consent
before he knew that Wilder had given higs 1 do
not want to say more about it than "Thank you."
jusgt now.

Jack brought the two little boys down this after-
noon. Armor Goettin--the Hollywood lad came down
garlier and he and the two boys are out in the
garage overhauling Blizabeth's car.

Elizabeth went home last Tuesday and has spent
the week in Teacher's Institute. She and her
very good friend,Helen Lee, from Upland, camé down
1ast evening. Aunt Addie is lying down--not
fesling very well--and ©1izabeth,Helen,Ruth and
Jack are having a talk-fest in the livingroom
down stairs,so I slipped away to write you a
gossippy letter.

The Christmas is well planned,I think. The Pen-

fislds and Ingli each buy, prepare, cook and bring
down a Turkey. Bach will then take back the

oL Shsk cane turkey to their individual



nomes after the twenty-two at table have done
their best on them. Mary also brings a gra»e-
fruit salad for the first course,and Ruth'e famil;
w11l bring the cranbsrry sauce.

The Hermosaltes will furnish the potatoes au
gratin,the sweet potatoes, the celery,radishes,
rolls,pies,nuts,candies,coffee and decorations.

There are eleven women,young and old,and eleven
males,young and 0ld, in the party so ws can palr
off very nicely. I have twentty-two red caps wit]
red and white plumes. Each man, young and old,
w11l put one on his own head and take one to the
lady--young or 0ld--to whom he has been assighned
for dinner. Christmas place cards will be easily
geen. Jack and Peg,probably,will esch carve a
turkey. I went into several stores in the cilty
before I could find any of the 1ittle red cinnamo:
candies that used to decorate our Christmas table
clothe,but did not find the beans that usually
went with them. However 1 found some prettier
emall candies than the beans--and grandmother
gets the tables and the cloth will be covered as
you used to see it when a boy,Wilder.

The dishes will be all sorts and sizes---but who
cares for that? Elizabeth says that Peg and Mrs.
Merrill are cut off the samse piece of cloth and
they will have more fun all through life talking
together over how things ahould be done."Tf a
table cloth lacks a ouarter of an inch in the
proper length,they will talk it over and then go
and hunt up the right thing." But even Peg and
Mys.Merrill will not mind our misfite,l am surs.

The Merrills adore Peg--and for her birthday Mrs.
r.wanted to give her a winter coat--she gave her
a lovely black silk spring coat for her graduatio:
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gift. Mr.Moore,in whose store Peg works,gave her
a note to a wholegaler in the City and Mrs.M.
found she could get two coats for what she expect
ed to pay for one--so Peg has a lovely dress

coat trimmed with a beautiful gray fyr,and a stll
prettier sﬁgﬁﬁ’coat of "needle-point --a material
that looks 1like velvet. I have not seen them but
they all report that Peg "looks 1like a million
dollars." It is very appropriate,for Peg cares

a great deal about dress,and always has spent umor
for clothes that either of the other two. Of
course,she makes many of her clothes,and that
helps out.

I enclose a 8lin about the soap company. Last rkx
night they gave a big dancing party to all of
their employees,and Peg had a new gown and was
very lovely--so it is reported,and I know she was
we are all glad for her prospects of a happy life

An educator told Blizabeth,this week,that there
was not a man in the Los Angeles system of school
who was as well known and as well liked as her ZXa
father. Another sducator told Helen Lee that the
Van Nuys school was different from any other of
the T..A.schools in that it seemed more llke a
private school.

Now one would think,having a dinner of twenty-twc
would keep the heads of the family giving that
dinner,at home on Christmas eve and Christmas
morning.It does not always work that way,even
wvhen one has no help in the kitchen.

Elizabeth saye said,some days ago--"I don't want
Christmas morning and stocking without Nanean.
She has always been with us,and Christmas will
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not be Christmas without ner." And she has kept
at 1t. She will take her mother home tomorrow.
w11l come back Wednesday to make the ples,gset
notatoes ready etc.etc. Then Adams and I will go
back to Van Nuys with her--we going to the hotel
far the night,and have breakfast and gifts with
the family in the morning and pget back here as
near ten o'clock as possible. I have a woman
coming in to help at 10.30--she 1s not very
efficient but she can dust around a little and
wach dishes--dinner at 1.15.

We shall have a small tree here,with lights,stc.
and a few horns----

Our gifts to each other willbe small,but they

make aqulte a showing,after all, there are so many
of us. I could not send you dear children anythi
that would seem to be appropriate for you~=for

several reasons--no time to think things out and
---well that reason is all that need to be mEREKIE
mentioned? So I sent the flowre hoping they woul
come fresh and sweet and acceptable. I wished
that T had known when the Scrooge narty was to be
1 should have 1likad them there for that evening.

1 wish you would give greetings to the Cones,
Mrg.Russell.Mrs.Murray, the Lymans,I think they
are all who will care for greetings from me.

~ 1 am rather tempnted to hope that after Christmas
things will settle down in the gulet way that I
should like to have comé to us,but we hope to
nave Mrsg,Andersen here for dinner,and 1 shall
invite Mrs.Miller to spend next Sunday with us,
and--gseveral other things loom up that seem an
undertaking to me--but really are not.

Oh-'1 do 1
ove
you,every one,sn very much -Mother



and Armor gave Elizabeth a beautiful white

There was the true Christmas spirit. Peg had some lovely things
leather purse bag,and Gene gave Faith a very pretty bracelet

from the Merrills,
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gar Children:

As usual the first letter of the
naw year is written to you--even though I may
have been somewhat didatory the last week of the
0ld year---but it has not bsen my time for writin
and =2lmost every card and letter I expected to
write for Christmas greetings,are still to be
written. :

Ruth went home the Monday before
Christmas--overdid,and came back with me on
Christmas day,our dinner party was called off---
that was fairly easy to be done,for Mary kept
her turkey,the Ingli kept theirs,and had the
Merrills help them eat it. I sent other things to
both families. Ruth,Adams and I dined an bacon
and esggs. I would rather not enter into par-
ticulars just now,dear children. I will tell you
a1l about'some other time,after the struggle is
over and the victory won.

Jack is giving all the help that he can.

Helen dear, that 1littls red velvet bag 1s a dear.
Thank you for your dear thought--and work.

Ruth Mary's doylie is among my treasures,l am
very proud of it. And Wilder's horse? £ A B
great fun to see how astonished each member of th
family is to see how 1life-like 1t looks. Thank
vou both. I hope it will not be long before Wilde
begins serious work under some really good
drawing teacher.

And Wilder,son--Thank you for the book--I have



had not time as yet to more than glance at 1t,
but it is certainly well recommended,and Jack

1s dioning into it with much enjoyment when ha Em
comes down.

My other gifts were generously given and appre-
ciated-- A house fern from Adams,somne Chinese
Lily bulbs »ith the bulb pot,fibre and colored
shells from Ruth,an aluminum syrup jug"that flows
back",s joke from Jack. Another Galsworthy Dbook
and two nightdresses from the Inglis girls,and
Faith's pilcture,a two pound boxX of "Prune Delight
from the MacQuarries.A plece of embroidered
1inen "The product of thse Wilbert's T.ooms" --1if
that means anything to you--it does not to us,
from Barnest and Mary,The Atlantic from Ray,

and a ¥mY wery n»retty neck gecarf from Herbert and
Mary.

Pat wee the only one in their famlly who was
actually earning anything of a salary,and she

~ was the danta Claus of theilr family,buying for

!, each ons what she saw he or she most needed. She
% had a lot of fun doing 1t.

#{'51”('

£ &t

%zgerbert and Mary came down for a while Christmas
1kw‘§:§vening.but 1 have not seen any of the others of
_“4«iithe Penfield family.

$5%Jvinifred smet me five dollars to buy a book that
73 Ruth much wanted. She also sent Adams fibe dollar
J% g8 she always does,and to David and Stuart che
*~gent a dollar sach. They had no 1dea of spending
*ﬁhi that money on themeelves,but went out on their
Z own and bought Christmas gifts for the family---
5 & %and did they have a good time?You should have
I Wseen their eyes glisten as each ons of us opened
Q. your gift--They were rather funny--Stuart gave

S &Elizabeth a conm "Nanean and Aunt Addie can use

8 ¥7°1t too." Ruth and I each had a ten cent box of
u.miﬁrChristmas cseals-- I do not recall others.

(
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December 12 1930

Dear Helen:
I am sorry to bother you about any

of my Christmas business,but find that it seems
to be the hest thing to do,and you are always
so willing to be bothered.
I am enclosing a check for five dollars--will you
get some 1little thing for Fraulein Bergman and
Priscilla and Jeff?
I am ordering two books to be sent to»the older ¢
children,written by a friend of Marshal Fulton's-
Cornelia Meigs. I could not get ons of them
here,sold out,and feared you might have trouble
getting it there,so send to Macy's for them. If
you have to pay duty on them,plsase let me know.
Ruth is feeling stronger each day.
Tndeed she nlans to go down down,Hermosa, with

me today,and the day 1is passing all too fast for






1ighten the 1load 45f one or two of the "other ones
I shall write again.:aspeeen as I can.
HERMOSA BEACH, CALIFORNIA with all love

and all sympathy for you two who are also carry-

v of burdens,
-December 9 1930 0R s T Mother

i

Dear Helen and Wilder:

You will wonder why .in the world I have
not written more since reaching home---but,well
you know, how hard it is to get adjusted after
a month's absence from home,even when one 1is the
re2l head of the house,and it is infinitely
harder in a h ouse where there are four nominal
heads,and things had never been thoroughly
tested and adjusted.

Ruth 18 still here,under protest ffom
both Ruth and Jack. He unconsciously feéls that
she should take her place in the home and look
after the 1little boys and so relieve him and Bobs
from that extra work---but he does not realize
how utterly impossible it is for her to do that
relisf work. She is very weak,and so incapable of

any kind of planning.



But,slther Saturday or Sunday I shall go to V.N.
with her to look after things in the home until
Faith comes home for her vacation on the 19th.
Peg is very tired. She has had qulte a strain and
much work. The work in the store from now until
Christmas will be growing harder,and she cannot
leave Mr.Moore in the lurch during this busy
season. first

When we fi®t came home I felt that I could
not go out there,but I am a bit more rested,and
a bit more settled in my mind,and I am sure that
ie vhere I am needed most,for both Jack and Ruth.

The Christmas planning moves slowly. I shall
give very 1little this year,of necessity. 1 am
hoping to get off a small package for Jeff's
birthday. Just those bean bags that I began at
the T.ake last summer. Will you ask Fraulein B.
to nut the beans in them? Not very full,of cours

The sugar has not been opened since I left
and it had come but a day or two before I left.
I do hope that we may get it looked after and
Urs.K.may receive before Christmas. But every
one in the Inglid family is on a tension from
extra work caused,in great measure,by the condi-
tions of the past month. High School closes
on Friday---but Teachers Institute takes up all
of next wesk.

There seems to be no place for self-pity
for any one,does there? All one needs to do,
when so tempted,is to look carefully into the
lives of others to find that each one 1s doing
his very darndest to hang on,and push on step by
step,as fast as his strength allows.

Always one can see that the other fellow 1s havin
the hardest time. ;
And so,I am very glad if I can in any way



Hermosa
January 9 1931
Dear Children: '
It was about a week before Chri-tmas that I heard £x
from you and you said you would,of course write again before
Christmas,and I have not heard a word from you since!

Are you 111? I do hope not. I want very much to hear from you.

Yosterday I had a letter from Macy's saying that they had the
note of my remittance to them but were lacking in the details

of the kramzgaki®m transaction! In the Christmas rush they had
evidently separated my letter from the check. I wrote them
immediately to send Trade Wind and The Crokked Apple Tree to
Wilder and Ruth Mary. I am so sorry of the delay---but this time
I was not to blams.

I think that I must tell you about our fight with "the world, the £
flesh and the devii."

The first attack Ruth had,she fell,and hitting her forehead on a
chair caused the wound over the eye to bleed freely. She had not
been willing to go the whole length of Christian Science,becauss,
as she thought,she could not go against Jack and you. Dut this
made her understand that she needed it.

Then came your letter and Jack's willingness for her to take

" treatment. We went to Mr.Washburn,and she felt soon that she was
aulte ready to go home and take her place there. She went the
Monday before Christmas. Wednesday evening we went out for dinner
and the tree for Breakfast the next morning. %e found Ruth in a
very nervous conditién trying to dress the turkey--a bilg 24
nounder. The next morning she came home with Elizabeth,Adams anu
me,before the others should come down with the turkey. On the way,
as we wers nearing Hollywood,she had an attack---we went directly
to Mr.Washburn's house and he gave her a treatment in the car.
Then we came home. 8he to bed,and Elizabeth to go back to VanNuys
with what we had prepared for the dinner to be taken to the Penfie
and Ingli--and the call to the Merrills to go to dinner with the
Engll.

The following Sunday,Ruth intended going to church but feellng

a 1ittle uneasy decided to stay home. Adams and I went leaving her
with Jack and Elizabeth. The service had scarcely well begun befor
Blizabeth came for me. She had had another attack. They could not
cat Mr.Washburn on the nhone---She was Jjust coming out of it

vhen I got here. Then it was that Jack sald he would go and talk
with Mr.Washburn as Mr.W.had requested. He dld and had a very
free talk with him,asking what he could do to help rather than
hinder. It wag then decided that it would be better to get some
one here,if nossible,to see her often,for Jack begged that she
should keep in the house rather than leaving it for any errand.

I saw Mr.W.the next morning. If we got some one here,of course he
would be obliged to give up the case,but he would work through

e. That is,he would work for me to stabilize my thought so that
¢ould be ot service to her.



T was led to a Miss Young,becuase of what I knew of her some
years ago. And no mistake was made. Ruth feels cunfidence 1in
her,and certainly she is a most consecrated Christian,iQ;elligent
and assured of the truth in spite of material sense testmony.

Yesterday morning she had another attack but came out of 1t more
oulckly and with less after effects than ever before.

Each ~ne of these four have been but the one convulsion,with no
gecond to follow.

So--the removing of this second tumor seems to have had no effect
on the attacks---I suppose that means she 1s a confirmed epilepntic
and with but 1little hope for a cure from a material standpoint.

But she will be cured. "There is nothing impossible with God."

It is to God--xkifmxRrukhxxaxa Life Truth Love,that we are turning
and with His help we are flghting the world----old thoughts and
opininns---the flesh--laziness,the desire to take t&ceasy way,to
depend on some one else to work for us---- and the devil---active
evil,as we have always bellieved.

On the Y"estern coast there is a large ranch. Approaching that
ranch,at a certain point in the way,it looks exactly as if the
buildings and the ploughed fields were in a lake. Of course onse
immediately realizes that it is a mirage---but personal sense

has heen educated to understand that,and we laugh at the lie #
personal sanse. ¢

We are clinging to the truth of the first chapter of Genesis.

Ruth ie made in the likeness of God--She 1s reflecting perfection-
She 1s not material but spiritual-- personal semse is the liar----
Pergonal sense that has been educated for centuries---ever since
Adam---to discount the spiritual origin of man.

Our greatest fight is,naturally,with Ruth herself. Mlss Young
sald yesterday,"Christian Science can cure her. If one pbactioner
fails,another must be tried."There Is no personal jealousy among
these consecrated workers. It i$ Truth that heals,not man,and it
18 the one who understands Truth the most clearly through whom
Truth can work.

It is hard for me to write letters---I cannot talk about Ruth's
oroblem,and I am not in the mood for much thought outside of her
need. Now that I have talked it out to you,I will keep you
informed of her condition. She planned to go home to stay this
coming Sunday--but sees that 1t is better to walt a while longer.

I rcannot seem to go with her. Peg is at home for good now,but I
am the only one in the family who is not afraid. And Jack dreads
her coming because of hils fear and its effect on her.

With all 1lovs,
Your mother






BUTTERFIELD 1081-1082

Wilder Penfield, M. D.
730 Park Avenue
New York
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March 25 1931.
Dear Children--

Tt was so good to see Dr.Kermott last Sunday.

e has a lot of "manners in the sickroom"that
would be worth much if some of these younger men
eould learn from him.

why did you not ask him to come in the first
plara? Tt would have saved much misunderstanding
and not a few tears. He 1eft me feeling happy
~nd eontented,and I have gone right on feeling

s tronger each morning as T was doing before he car
came.

Oh the flowers that came from you two today:
Such beauties and so many of them:

As they are arranged, there 1s a big basket of
red, ocreen,yellow and blue willow filled with
the vari-colored Pyrethrums. A gorgeous Dbit

of beauty. That is down stairs in front of the
windov,reflecting all the light round about.

There 1s a black 18 inch high vase filled with
beautiful red csnnas and baby's breath.

There is a soft gresn vasse perhaps léinches high
filled with lavender atock and pale blue del-
phiniums.

A glass basket £111ed vith pale blue delphiniums
and a sort of coppser colored snapdragons.

The lagst three are in my room where they get & XB
wonderful light from my five windows. I have a
dressine room off that has another window in it.
A glorious room for a sick-a-bed lady.
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200 COTE STANTOINE RD MONTREAL QUE
MOTHER SEEMS BETTER TODAY CAN DO NOTHING WITH HER ABOUT
TREATMENT DID NOT DARE INSIST TOO MUCH AS SHE IS WEAK STOP
HAVE PROMISED TO ASK YOU WAIT A WEEK TO SEE HOW SHE IS
BEFORE YOU WORK ON HER AGAIN STOP WILL LET YOU KNOW ANY CHANGE
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HELEN,
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Dr. W. Penfield,
200 Cote St. Antoine Road,
Westmount, Que.

Dear Sir:-

We have for acknowledgment your letter of recent date, enclosing
copy of letter written to Mr. George Ross in connection with #200
Cote St. Antoine Road.

Mithout going into details with regard to this transaction, we

just want to plece ourselves on record as having done all that was
humanly possible in your interests in connection with the renting

of this house. At the time the lease was actually closed, Mr. Ross
was in Toronto, and the transaction was closed by wire. The writer
stated that he did not think Mr, Ross would expect you to pay the
rent prior to your being able to take possession, but at the same
time did not in any way commit Mr. Ross to giving you free possession
of the house for fifteen days. Mr. Ross states quite definitely that
there was no reason why you should not have taken possession on the
first of October,

We have done considerable business with Mr. Ross, and have always
found him fair and ready to go half way, and we are quite sure if he
were convinced thet the house was not in a habitable condition on

the first of October, and that the fault was his, he would be willing
to stand the loss.

You will no doubt recall the writer spent considerable time endeavour=
ing to locate a suitable house for you, and we are indeed sorry that
you feel the matter has been so badly handled, as we always do our
utmost to give our clients the best service possible,

/
/)
Yours{)faithf ’ﬁy,

COMPANY
Dictated by

E. B. Mills.










Sunday Mornihg---

vear Children:
No,I do not intend to make a practice of writing

you every day,but I forgot--twice--to give you a bit of a
disapnointed wail that came from Ruth,written April -1st.

She seldom lets ge of herself--insists on looking on everything
in its most hopeful light--but she was disappointed.

"I just havent had any visit at all with Helen. But I am thankful
to have had these glimpses of her. You will have to tell me
about her and her family,sometime. And I havent asked after any
of those good friends in Montreal who were so wonderful to me.

I want to see Helen again,but can't see a way. If only I'd dared,
and had a car,I'd have driven up there. Makes me tired--being
shut up in a cage,wrapped in cotton and tissue paper--and I'm
not even ornamental!---certainly not fragile,nor so very useful."

Mary
1t would have been nice if Herbert and Rukhr could have taken

her with them one of the times they drove up to ¥pland,but they
did not think of how dependenf she is for every chance to leave
the house,and how much she loved Helen and wanted to see her.
Had the cases been reversed,she would have thought of them---as
she has proved many times. After all, thoughtfulness 1s a thing
that gfows only by use,is not that true?  And my bilt of a hurt
for Ruth 1s foolish,probably,because no one glse senses 1t,and
she will get over it in the daily struggle to keep her head up
above the swift current that carries her on 1ts crest.

I just wanted you 5oth to know that she grieved because she
could not see more of you,Helen,her love for you 1s very deep and
true.

With st lova--
Mother



Clarsmont,California
April 16 1930

Dear- Children:
The week-end has been a busy one,and this is
about the flrst opportunity I have had for a visip with you.

You are a united family once more,and mighty glad Helen is to
be at home with you all----as you are,all of you,glad to have
her there. There is nothing equal to family love,is there?

Saturday evening Will,Winifred and Ruth came here. After a deklkg
delightful evening we reluctantly went off to bed--Ruth having
gone some time before,in the day-bed in the living room,while

we visited in my room. ‘

®117abeth was in Van Nuys,it being vacatlion tilme.

Aftsr breakfast Sunday morning we "started for Van Nuys,whers

we plcked up Ruth Inglis,and leaving Ruth Mac. and went 1into
town to our beloved Third Church for the service. Will went
right on down to San Diego. Bobs and Billy Mac.,who had stayed
thers when the others came out to Claremont,a little later,took
Jeeck in town to take the boat down to San Dlego,and met us at the
church .to go back to Van Nuys and the dinner that Elizabeth had
finished up for Ruth. Ruth Had been the first one up in the house
and had etarted everything. Margaret and Falth were in 0 jal

for a week-end party. '

There had been quite a dinner party there the night before and
something had gone wrong with the stove and when E.had lighted
the oven the flame blew out at her burning hair and eyelashes,
and scorching her face and burning one hand and arm rather paln-
fully,so she looked so unlike hergelf. '

We had a wonderful afternoon,and in the evening went down to

the Penflelds for a two hour visilt. Adans,Winifred and Ruth
Mac.and I went to the Sylvan hotel in Van Nuys for the night--
and they went to breakfast with xka me at Allingtons'. Later
Faith and Billy took us in the Los Angeles.

We went to see and hear Buster Keaton in hie first Talkie--Fres
and Basy--and it 1s more than well worth hearing,very funny,but
also with much artistry,I think. :
I bought me a new hat to vear to Montreal! That seemed to me to
be the great point of the day. After an evening dlnner together
we eaid =oodby to Winifred and Ruth and came home on the train.

They will stay in Los Angelesg shopping and visiting with other
friende until this morning when Ruth goes to Santa Monlca to

be with Lawson and Eve and thelr two lovely children,and Winifre(
- w11l meet Will at noon and they will go to Sanata lMonica and lea
for home tomorrow morning.

Yasterday was the weekly Reading Circle,and I rather loafed all
afternoon. '

Now, to Margarét's affairs. She had an abosolutely perfect trip
up North,seeing many new places 8n the g,y and getting better




acquainted with Willy's father,morther and older sister. There

gseams to be a very happy feeling on thelr part towards Willys'

choice,and she loves them all.

She has her ring,a beautiful dilamond get in platinum with four

amaller dlamonds. And Mrs.Merrill gave her a new platinum?

(or white silver) bracelet for her watch. Willys had noted that
the old one was rather worn out.

Monday evening Willys and Margaret were entertained at dinner
by his brother and wife in San Marino--a suburb of Pasadena.

Next Monday the Neff House girls--Margaret,Faith and their four
chums---will be here for dinner and the formal announcement of
the engagement. At the same time Willys passes the cigars at his
frat?rnity house. ' So----that's that. And Margaret can wear the
ring!! ;

But good things have come to Blizabeth, too,in spite of headaches,
vhich she feared might be due to the eyes{although nothing can be
found to be wrong with them or the glasses,)and an 1nlay wus

that was put in at Madison,has had to be taken out and another
put in place,and some other little annoying things.

She has the promise of a place as teacher of English in the
George Washington High School. The one gschool that Jack and

w111 think will be the very best for her beginning. A new school,
the principle being one whom both Jagk and Will know well and
approve mightily. Aside from the heads of the Depts.Mr.Hughes
has chosen all young teachers,that being a orinciple with him.

So--that anxiety is off her mind,as he was quite willing to chanc
her examinations for credentials that will not come antil July,
vhen she fearsed that all of the best gchools in the L.A.Systen
would be filled.

A part of Will's work while in New York was the looking over the
ground for teachers,and while in Madison he found out all about
T1izabeth's ability ete.----simply emphasizing all that he had
fully known beforse.

mell me mors about the daily routine,in home and hospital--lore
about the daily life of the children,and all that lnterests you.

The first date that I can come t> Montreal,says Helen--- Well,
not before the middle of June---ths house lease 1is up July first-
1f I can come then. Herbert and Ruth will have to provide the
TIving for Adams,({I would have to rent a room for her,for they
nave no room). Of course,I could keep the house here until 1.
should return,and leave the furniture here--but the rent,the
upkeep and the food would tax me a bit with the moving that would
nave to come later---and still,I may do that, too. I broke the
news of my wanting to go to Montreal to Herbert last Sunday. He
simply whistled,but upon more insistence he sald--"When""-Well,
1'11 ses what can be done."Mary 1s in Oakland--rest for ten days
and a visit to George,the real reason,a visit with George Ripley
and a group of Golf friends the ostensible one. Herbert goes up
later to bring her home. : :
Here come the two girlsg for breakfast-lunch. And the postman
will soon follow. ‘

With all love, Motyer



e T e e e
égig will be in the fancy woork departments there as they are

~ 'Withall love--lother

April 20 1930

Dear Helen and Wilder and the 1little children--including Wilder?-
Tt makes no difference how it 1s worded,I am thinking of you,

one and all this beautiful HEaster morning.

The week has been a busy one,as weeks usually are. The
girls came‘hbmé from Vacation,Margaret and Baith on Tuesday,
Blizabeth,with the two boys Bobs and Billy Mac.on Wednesday.

The boys were herse for lunch and for dinner,and gseemed to have

a gorgeous time of it. Billy loves to be with the Inglis girls,
ags it 1s rather of a new experisence for him. He has been obliged
to keep rather quietly at home for so many years,an now that he
is elghteen and ready to take his place in affairs he 1s much

as his father was,a bit shy of the usual run of girls. And he
listens with amazemeﬁt when Bobs begins to tell of his "giml"
who will go into the Movies as soon as she finishes High Schbol,
and Bobs is Jjust as funny to us older oneg when he shows himself
to Billy »s being quite the man of the world. Oh we are--or
were--very funny in our adolescent stage. And'it is a great

joy to see it developing in each and every one of the dsar
youngsters. Your time of amusement is fast on the way,but with
the amusement is nesded sgo very much of real understanding.

On Tuursday Willys wanted his go%{clubs and some other
things‘from home,he was too busy to g: in town and so Margaret
took his car--and me--and we went in after lunch, coming back for
dinner. I did some shopping while she attended to her errands

and went to the Library,we had a blowout going in and another

one coming back--but who can tell when nails stc.are on the way

to be picked up?



Willys is quite a dear boy,very thoughtful and lovely to everyons
Last evening Margaret was at home; Ruth had prépéred for a little
«party of Margaret's old High School girl friends. The plan was to
have a game of bridge. On the tally cards have a littlse rose
pinned and undsrneath the words, "Announcing the engagement of
Margaret Inglis and Willys Merrill--then she would spring the

beautiful ring that is so wonderful to her, ;
Then Monday evening the Neff house girls will be hers for dinner
and Margaretdg%ll Erin t a note on College stationery which
she foundﬁgﬁ Brougnt up to Mirlam Reyn-lds--her roommate.
Miriam wiIl find the same announcement,and when the news? (How
much of a surprise will that be to these girls?---But the Van
Nuys girls will be gurprised) "hen the news is given to them all
Margaret will bring out a blg clgar box and pass i%. The box
will contain a cake of Misslon Bell toilet soap for each one,
and &n the package that comss to Margaret will be the ring,and
that will be a surprise. ‘

The Community Players of Claremont are to glve a burlesqu opsera
of the Miles Standish story. Faith is to be Priscilla. Prf.Lyman
knew nothing about it until this week and he is so delighted and
is taking much pains to help her all that is possible. And Falth
just beams and sings and acts all of the time. Even at table she
bursts out in dialogue or song.

©1izabeth went to Dr.Strester in Madison for her eyes,and he gave
her twenty-five dollars worth of help. She has been having head-
sches almost constantly and was sent to Dr.McBurney--a former
Chigago surgeon who has comse to Pomona and taken up the eyes
as a speclalty. Everything is completely wrong--the near-gighted
eye having the far-sighted glass and vice-versa. Therefore--
another twenty-five dollar experience,very likely.
And already ¥he has had the inlay put in her tookh in Madlison
taken out and put in anew! Is 1t not all ridiculous----1 mean
the necessity of one Dr. doilng over the work of another, Dr.ln 8o
E :é% C‘%SW‘MY&a&%a%WWW&ﬂ@LiM&I,. R
shortﬁg‘t 'eﬂwﬁ;.gvﬁdmﬂ : Efﬁ;sg Aol { ?t:*ﬂg J~un YO
Prof.Allen,of Pomona told two gchool principals that the history
class in Pomona Junior Collegse ( in Pomona,not in Claremont)
was in a bad way,but the practice teacher,Miss Inglis,had brought
them up in a wonderful way--etc. Elizabeth was sorry that ne
saild so much for while it was nlce for her it was a bit hard
on the regular teacher,lr.Martin,who had been so nice to her.
But Mr.Martin also told her that she had done with the class waat
he could not do. Well,Mr.Allen things it will mean another offer
to Elizabeth. If so,the salary--from the Junilor College--will De
8600.a year more than in the High School in Los Angeles. So--we
are waiting. T discovered that she would not think of accepting
an offer in Pomona City because she knows I want to go to the
city--"And you have glven up four years for us and that is enough
80 her answer when 1 expostulated. But that would be better,
for Margaret as well,as an M.A.from Pomona will mean more to her

educationally, than one from U.S.C.



May 12 1930
Dear Helen_and Wilder:

: There is much that I want to say to you
this morning,but I wonder how much will be sald beyond the
matter of the trip to Montreal:

1 suppose I am going to throw all hesitation to the winds and
say,expect me a 1ittle before the 13th.of June.

But that same hesitation buthers me, too. I had thought I could
not go before the July income makes 1ts appearance,because,
whatever the plans for the family here I must leave a certain
amount in the bank to provide for their needs.

However, trusting more and hesitating less,will make everything
come smoothly,I expect.

1 have written Ray,this morning,asking if he will be able to
meet me in Chicago. I want to see nim and it 1s best not to go tc
¥Minneapolis,l presume. Every silde trip takes money and strength
and 1t is 1iable to be hot. Don't you remember what intense heat
alwaye came at the close of Galahad in June? :

But then,I am not worrying about the heat. The cars are always
eaquipped with glectric fans,and gverything is made so comfortable
I have asked Ray to let me know as soon as possible and will

let you know as soon as I can get the reservations after hearing.

The pictures are fine,Helen. You must have a wonderful lens 1n
your camera. Requests are in order for the film of the group
taken here. Fine of gach and svery one,and I ahall want more of
willis and Bobs. T am glad you really want a Granny Blanket
and have already begun 1t g0 as not to carry so many different
kinds of yarn on the train. I expect vefore I even go to the
house to greet you 2ll in Montreal I shall say,"please may g0
to the store first to get some more yarn to take 1o the farm?'

Does it seem good to have Fraulein Bergman back again? And 1s she
ouite well and happy toO be there? Wers Priscilla and Jeff

‘most delighted to have her back? Rather unnecessary questions,
all of them.

1 cannot say much about the doings of this veek. The two lovely
letters from Wide, the dear note from Helen with the plctures,
the wonderful success of Falth as Priscilla,the fine men's
concert,the luncheon with Mrs.Miller at Mrs.Pell's,my new dress,
ete. 1 \

I shall just speak of yesterday,Mother‘s Day.Jack rented a cotta
at Balboa for the day. They took the lunch,and sent Bobs up
nere for Aunt Addle and me,and Margaret and Willis. Just before
leaving some one brought a box of beautiful red roses.

Bvidently from some florist,although the boy who brought them
drove a big,fine auto and there was no wrapplng or advertising
of any kind on the box,and the only card was "Hrs.Kenfleld,

1237 Dartmouth.






Claremont, California
May 5 1930
Dear Helen and Wilder:

That your letter,Wilder dear,came a wesk ahead of ths
national Mother's Day,made not a particle of difference,how
could 1t? I think the appointing of such a day has been of great
benefit,sentimentally,in spite of itse great success commercially,
but between you and me thers was no need for such a day to be
noted. It has always been a day for love between us every time tr
sun rose above the horizon,ever since you came to be my own boy.

Oh,I am so sorry for the going away of Mrs.Ottman. It does seem
8o very dreadful for poor William,does it not! Even the very
deepsest,wisest human love is so inadequate,isn't 1t? And to say
that God,who is Love,1s all about us and will care for ug,while
trus,is not much comfort until we become conscious of that truth.

How appreciative she has besn of your efforts to help her! And
this lategt gift,ziven to you, personally,and not to McGill is
of great comfort to you,I know.

Dear,I think that bi$ of thinking that the lovely s ring morning
Iln New York brought to you was a great need fulfilled. You are
still free,still your own man to do,day by day as you feel is the
right thing to do. Were you bound to MecGill by a million dollar

- ecubpment, you would receive the praise and admiration of men, but
you would be bound by strong chains that would hold you whether
you would or not.

And tc have you acknoktledge your love for your own country was

a great Joy to me.

Ag dear cousins the English are delightful,I am sure---but they
do not think as we think,their background is not our background,
and while we may quarrel with our brothers and sisters,sometimeg,
aTter all,when it comes right down to the rock foundation of our
lives, they understand as no other can,and will love us afi no akb
other will. :

,Americaq,;he United States,has a lot of faults,they, the peopls,
are annoying sometimes like a great dog who is still a puppy,but
at heart---the people of this country are clean and fine---in
spite of all the propaganda that says we are mat---and we have
proved,and are proving,and will prove that the world is a better
world,and a safer,becuase of our being hers.

And how glad I shall be when the time comes that will bring you
all back to us.

Yes,I have been fearful that the foreign siren might make you
think you wanted to become a nearsr lover of hers.

Of course,as things are now,you do not want to leave Montreal---
for very evidently the time is not ripe for that. There is no u:
ugse in trying to force things. You have had a clear vision,I
imagine,a vision that will hold you steady. You have had a
glimpse of values that will help to make you more worth while

in your present place,and keep you ready for any thing that the
future holds in store for you. You have had a glimpse of truth
that will not make you restless for change,but ready for changse



when the time comes.

Now---when shall you expect me? I wonder! I am not so sure that
I can make the grade this summer.
Ruth has been feeling very well,but Thursday morning Jack tele-
phoned to know if I could come in for two or three days. i
Wednesday,Ruth had been darning for hours, the room was hot and
close--1t was raining and cold and the gas had been going all
day-=-=+= suddenly she was consclous that she could not see, that
her head was twisting to the left and her eyes jgsreralsed to the
ckédling----then she knew nothing more until she found herself at
the phone trying to call Dr,Canby. She had trouble over the numbe
and did not know 1if she had gotten him,but felt she must take a
tablet as she had prominsed Jack. Then,after the tablet,she was
trying to get Mre.Sedow--the one who helps her in Christlan Sc.--
ind still having some trouble with the phone,when Dr.Canby walkac
<
Talkine with him she sald that she had begun to menstruate,whlch
had not: happsned for months. After he Had gone,she went to
change her clothing. The blood she had seen was only on her
stocking, coming quite freely from a wound on the knee. The
moisture she had felt was evidently urine. And her tongue was
rathsr badly chewed.

She wase not in bed,she did a little--in fact all about the house
that was her most necessary vork,and lay on the couch while I
read to her,the rest of the time. Yesterday,Sunday,they all
broucht me home and were here for dinner.

I suppose,in reality,l can say what should be done in that house
as well as can any one else,for it seems as if no one knew much
about 1t. But I can see,without half trying,that the quieter

I hold my tongue the more popular I shall be. And still,if I

have to hold myself in readiness to be called upon at any minute,
just how much right have I to talk? Your answer to that questior
will probably be,"I don't know." But to' you I am golng to make a
remark or two--take it or leave it,I am so far away,and you are
so far away,it will be only surmise,anyway.

Physically she seems strong. When things are right with her her
brain is as clear and keen as anyones. What do I mean by "when
things are right with her?"

She uged to have a good idea of order,many,many years ago.Today
she has none whatever. She will walk through a room wlth folded
arms and never s66 see a thing to be picked up. It bothers her
because the boys do not pick up their things,but she cannot seem
to be able to show them where they should be put.

She gsends the poor undeveloped,mentally,little Kansas country
girl vho stays with her from Monday until Saturday to help with
the work,all over the house every morning to clean. Fern does not
know how to pick up and put away any more ‘than the 1ittle boys dc
Fern dusts the lower rounds of a chalr and leaves the tops of the
tables and dressers an inch think with dust.

On the sleeping porches the dust has collected for ages,at lsast
aince the last time one of the girls was at home to clean it all
out. But do not think that Ruth is lazy--she 1is not,she works all
day,but it 1s not efficient because she has no sense of order.

Tt worries her,it tires her,and I belisve is at the botton of
Jack's stomach trouble,and guite possibly at the bottom of



Ruth's trouble. :
Look back through all of her married life. She had one room at
Galahad,it was a nice large room and she kept it looking very
well., Elizabeth came,she still had one room,oneé closet,one dresse
Margaret cmme--she still had one room,one closet,one dresser.
Falth came,still one room,-ne closet,perhaps two dressers.

She went to Bayfleld---she had another proposition on her hands--
and an acute one. She was afraid of offending fatbBer Inglis---and
Jack was afraid of offending him,too. Ruth depended wholly upon
Jack---and Jack wanted her to do so. He was not particularly orde
ly,himself,you know. It was cold,they lived in one room,as to
bedrooms,and Bobs was on the way. Ruth cauwe back to Galahad very
fearful, things were a bit strained all around for Will wa- the
head of the school,in spite of the fact that he tried his best to
meke Jack feel that everything was as it had been before.

Ruth never was forceful,perhaps she could never have lived with
Jack had she been so---I do not know---She was under a pressure
of fear,she had more room for there was a sleeping porch but she
had kkRxx® four children and very little closet room and thres
children who wet the bed every night,and no Dr.could suggest a
remedy.

She came to California,and she did wonders in the 1littls housse
she 1lived in 1in Glendale. George and Jean were my care at that
time. Jean was happier at Ruth's.She adored being with the three
Inglis girls,for her disposition was fast being ruined by her
two older brothers. So I paild her board and she lived thsre.
George,of course,was there a great deal--though not at msals.
And Ruth was fearful,of course,while Jack was in Francs.

She had an attack that spring,and Adams went to her homs and Ruth
was with me for a month. In june I went to Boston.

Jack came home---nervous,anxlous----Jean and Yeorge went back to
thelr parents,but Ruth had a nervoue load to carry.

Then they went to Van Nuys----So little room,such an inconvenient,
closetless,house,and children%still wetting the bed,and
another one expected. They tried chickens,and Ruth worked most
herolcally with Jack, the housework was hard,but she washed and ix
ironed and scrubbed and tried to keep the beds clean--stc.

Well--they went into my home. The house was bullt for two people
and elght came into it.Ruth was not well,lMargaret and Faith were
in hiegh school before thelr bandage to bedwetting was over. Bobs
a little later was better--was welll--Stuart and Elizabeth never
had the trouble,but David seems hopeless---and no one can seem to
help him.

Expenses are heavy---more than they should be,of course. Ruth is
worn out in the struggle of keeping things going right. Jack is

a wonder in many ways,bwt Jack spends money like a prince when he
hag a cent in his pockets,but Jack is not a wise spender,you
know,and never was. Ruth has never had the opportunity of
spending money--except while in Glendale,and then she did very
®well,indeed. She has been taught to be wholly dependent,and now
she 1g wholly dependednt.

When xkExxax® she has no help Jack likes to plan and get the
Sunday dinners. Well,it is about 1like this---if Ruth could get
the meals,work out in the garden,read to the children--and she is
having a nelghbor proposition at present that has been quite
worrisome,and makes 1t really necessary to give considerable

time ‘



to the 1ittle boys,her time would be fully occupled,and she
would do good work.

But---how that could be managed,l cannot see. I have thought
that if they had a diferent house,free from all past remembrances,
built up by themselves,with room enough and closet room enough

for each one of them,that she could work out her problem----but
prob;;%y that ig not true. It does not seem possible for them t0
have any rate.

Jack is deeply in debt. One year he pald some interest---but nevel
a cent since then. He pays the taxes on the house--the insurance,
too,I guesg,but nothing more aside from the necessary repairs.
The property is running down,of course,but there 1s no money to
do much with.

Well,it is a very loving,happy famlly--and after all that 1is the
real thing in this world.

Why am I writing this? I am trying to tell you just how things
are with Ruth.

I can get her darning bag and help out a little bit,but I cannot
keep those sleeping porches clean,and I cannot keep all of that
mending down---indeed I should burn up most of the things ik
try to do so--and I cannot give her more closet room and so
relleve the burden that seems to crush her so that she gannot do
what she could do were she stronger and,perhaps m.re capable.

You need not feel that she willl ever come back to you for another
operation,dear boy,for the trouble lies outside of that does it
not? I have written rather sketchily of how things are thers,but
you can 11l in the left out pa ts. You and Helen have plenty

of loving imagination and know Jack and Ruth of old. The girls
love thelr parents,and their brothers,and are not afaziéd of work,
but how they do dread going home. And there is no rooum for then
there. No room for them to 1ive decently,and they feel they must
zet to work. Jack feels they should come home. And I feel that
1t is almost criminal to ask them to do so,for they need a differ¢
atmosphere,as well as some money to begin the hard work of anothel
year. '

And---we leave the house in Claremont the firat of July. Tn splte
of what any of us may say,we all know that the brunt of moving--
somewhere,no one knows wheremas yet, the storing away,someé whert
1f we go into an apartment,of many things that no oné knows about
but myself,and no oné cares about,either, perhaps,but myself,must
be done by the head of the famlly. The deciding on another place
of living both Adams and Elizabeth think she can do--or they can
do--and both are willing to do {tyto0, 1 L Will lTeave il 1o them.
But do I want to do that? Can I do that? Ask yourselves if you
could do that.

Ruth may need me again--she may not. But to leave everything for
some ona else to look after in moving from here to some where
does not appeal to me. Why I cannot even go to bed ahead of the
family and be sure of finding the outside doors locked!!!

And if I moved here,stored things,f und places for people and
things,and then came home in time to find a new place to live 1n
and get settled befors the opening of school--how much time would
I have with you. Of course,we wzulad should have had a lovely
11ttle visit,and I am not saylng that I shall not come,after all.
I 3just do not know how things will turn out,but it will not be

A

aueh before the first of July,if any,and will be over by Septem

b g
er Tirat., With ali love,in the meantime, Mother



Hermosa,California
February 1 1931

Dear Children:

I+ has been two weeke since I have written you,but
g8 I have not heard from you during that time,it

1g evi ent that you have not written me for the same
length of time.

me have been having wonderful summer weather,but you
are not interested in California weather--are you!

90 I will tell you what has happedied of late that may
interest you.

As planned,and advised,Ruth went home last Sunday.
Monday noon lMargaret phoned me to help her mother.
She had phoned to Miss Young but could not get her. |
E1lizabeth,Adams and I went to Van Nuys early that
evening. Ruth was in bed. She had had an attack

that noon---and bed was the order from Jack. He was
mightily relieved to know that we would bring her kas
back here,and he wants her to stay here.

“The poor boy does not know what to do. He 1is afrald
to have her go out anywhere for fear---- He does not
want her to be away from me for fear--- He tries not
to he afraid but every moment he fears-- and his fea|
affecte her,naturally.

Financially it seems as if my place wers hers.

And Adams is better if I am here.

And it does not seem as if I could go home with her
where there 1s so 1little room and where the confusion
of the 1little boys tires me.

Yet I know that Ruth would have the opportunity to

prove her healing better could she be at home and



take up her regular duties there.

Of course,the right way will open up before us in time and all that
weé can do is to walt for that opening. It is a wonderful thing to
know that God will direct us in all of our ways.

Now for something pleasanter!.

Will and Winifred came down Friday noon and took me back to Los
Angeles with them. Will had some business to attend to and Winifred
and T looked at heus¢ {ninishines. Theirnew house 18 nearing comple-
tion and the furnishings bsegin to demand attention. A beautiful

new home they are building.Six bedrooms,and all of the modern im-
provements in every part of the house. Billly and Will have been
carving strips of wood to separate the two stories--on the outside.
John 1is much better,able to be down stairs several hours each day.

Minifred has to act as hostess much of the time to college functions
and entertaining in her own home,and the house is to meet all such
needs. Ruth is growing into a very handsome woman,and full of spirit.

We had dinner in T.os Angeles,and then came back here for a good old-
time visit. Jack came down after night school reaching here about 9.30
The next morning,Saturday,we had a glorious breakfast together--I do
not mean that the breakfast was glorious,but the famlly of old Galsahad
was 80 well represented,and we were happy. Elizabeth took your placs,
and Adams represented, perhaps,all of the older members of our Ramkiy
families who are gone.

g

After breakfast Will and Winifred gg&i,and Elizabeth and I went to
Los Angeles for the day. She met a girl friend there and we went to
see Charlie Chaplin's new play City Lights. We were home for dinner,
and T was so dead tired that I was in bed and asleep by T.30.

And T stayed asleep. Armor came down after midnight,so as to be here
for dinner today. He works for Warner Brothers,and so works late ,
usually. He is still asleep--- Jack and the little boys will be
here for dinner,too--and I must get ready for church. Ruth has just
finished her dressing,and has reminded me that is is getting late.

I am sending you all kinds of love. I had such a nice note from

Amalia this week. "ritten in English and so well done. I did appreciate
1t. Do write as often as you can,and if Belen ever gets a spare

moment 1t would give me much pleasure to hear from her again.

The Macs samt much love to you,wanted to knaw all about you etec.

Your Mother



to have no other thoughts just now. No letter from either of you
this week--but tomorrow may bring me something. With love for

each and every one of you, {
Mother.
glaremont--May 18 1930

Dear Children:

And stilll I cannot tell you the exact dats of my
lsaving hare. ERverything is so'"up in the air" in regard to the
family. S»> many qﬁestions_concerned with each one that must bse
broucght into line and made Just oneg question.

But I have started on the packing of the books,have gone over all
of the Jellies and Jams etc.and héve them packed ready to place
in Ruth's cellar until we find a place for the coming yeér.
Pickles that need not be replaced, jJams that cannot be made until
later in the season when we cannot make»them this year--etc.
Tomorrow I hope to begin going through the "junk"--some people -
would ecall 1t--—th1ngs I cannot bear to throw away zigg old
memories sake,and yet I could not take it all into a small
anartment, Things that will not mean much to anyone elss,I really
gupnose. I ghall try to do away with some of them--but I know it w
will take several days to sort them over,and it may be 1t will
také some heart pangs as well----- but what 1s the use?

For instance--a lovely cut-work box full of mementoes of the
man I expected to marry. Death took ﬁim,and I married your father-
Of what use to me or anyone else is that box of 1little things?

I zuess it will‘go into the incinerator this wesk.
The doll-tand all of her clothes)named Mamie Leland by my grand-
ﬁother,who sent it to me and at the same time dressed another
doll and named it Jennie Jefferson. That doll went to my little
playmate 1in Buffalo whose name was lMamle Leland.
The body,a stuffed,heavy affair, the clothes old, faded home—made-—

Ervdiiy M‘"au !*&(47# Em\/, A

the head nlaater of paris,I guess,but lovely even today, The fﬁ ,

head 1is intact,although the shoulder 1s broken,and so is separate



from the body. I have always hoped to have the shoulder mended,
a new body made,new clothes as well--and keep it in my room
for the sake of 0ld memorleg----- but the money to do that has
always been needed for something else! :
Some old baby olothes,beldnging to you children--what good to kas
keep? Who wants them?
Why there is even that old pilcture taken of you three children
at Elon's earnest request and given to me one Christmas as his
beautiful,loving thought. Herbert and Ruth quarrelled--she
wanted to go home from school and put on her best dress,Herbert
wag afrald I would ask questlons,and he and Elon were in a hurry,
too. Your face,Wilder,is the only happy one. You were thinking
only of how happy it would make lMother! Herbert and Ruth hate
the plcture---and it is not very good of them, they show their
unhappy feelings--and we have had a sort of joke about it. It
hag been given to first one and then the other--but always came
back to me!
Oh well, there are other things, too. There are several old
gilver table things--not solld,of course. Teapots,etc.castors,
butter dishes--etc. All nesdédgto be fe—silvered ,and fixed up.
I have thought I should do it some timé and distribute them
about amongst the grandchildren,buf I have never had the money
to do it,and perhaps they would noﬁ c;re for them. I did have
vedding
my old,set fixed up for Mary---to be given to Jean when she was
ready for 1t. Whether she uses it,and if she cared for it,I am
ashamed to gay that I do not know. I am not near enough to her
in her intimate home 1life to know. I have been so bugy with the

every day »f living,and they have been so been in their every
day of living that we have not been very close into seach other's
home 1ife.
I have not given her the plctures you sent,as yet. I have been
expecting to g0 in to get my new dress that Lucllle is8 making,
but she is moving and I told her I was not in any too great a
hurry--so I have not been called as yst.

-Not much of a letter,is it dear children,but I seen



laremont
Spriil 28950

Dear Children:

It ig 9.30 in the morning,and I still seem to be
the only one in the housse who 1s activaly awake. Adams is
etirring,I am quite surs,howevsr.

8o the house 1is still quiet and delightful. The early morning
oulet is wonderful,and sometimes,l can even hear the singlng of
the mocking birds. ;

This last csemester of the ysar is so full of happenings that I
have given up trying to kesp up in knowing all of the activitles
of the girls. Hers at the house we have only had the announce.uent
dinner of last Monday and a dinner for the Rosseés and thelr

New Jersey cousin who leaves for home this week,

I have almost finished my Granny Blanke$---and it is mighty
nice looking if it 1s made of left over scraps,mostly. fet,even
so,I had to buy all of the black that was used. Even Adams

thinks it is pretty now----- she remembers the one Lother Penfielc
had and it always seemed to have so much black that she dld not
kI i Y e but this one has quite a deal of the sllky looking

varne mixed in and I think it improves 1it.
Do not forget to tell me if you really want one,Helen dear.

About my coming to Montreal---The lease on the house 1is up

July first. I can maks no plans for the summer until I know
where Elizabeth and Faith are to be thls summer. If they have
work away from home Adams can go there for the summer---if not,
other plans must be made,and just wvhen I cannot tell.

When do vou gq to the farm? * That will make some difference, too,
for you do not want me in Montreal during the moving for you wil:
have so many to plan for and to movs.

Tt would seem to me to be bsetter to plan to reach Montreal
after you have moved,and on the day that Wilder will be driving
down to the farm for over Sunday?

If I want to go earlier than that I can make some stops along
the way,such as in Minneapolis. I am wondering about the °
advisabllity of going to Seattle by boat, taking the Great
Northern to Minneapolis and from there upo to Duluth for a Lake
steamer and down the St.Lawrence to Montreal. I like that way
of travelling,and I wondered if it might not be somewhat -
cheanar. Possibly there may be reduced rates during tne
summer and they will be advertised before very long. :

1 was so sorry about the sugar house--all of that perfectly
good maple syrup gone up in smoke--why that is a tragedy of
1tealf,to say nothing of the loss of the money that you will
recret. You will build another sugar house? Probably a
smoking cigarette caused the accident?



The two older children are looking ofrward to the summer

with great impatience,l am surs.

Helen dear,you will plan some taske for me to do while I am
with you? I hope that I may be a real part of the family and
gat really more acauainted with the dear grandchildren.I should
l1ike them to think of me as being a part of things rather than
as a summer guest to be politely recognized at mealgand then
forgotten untill next meal time.

It is tnue that I cannot do many things that I once could do

to help make the wheels run smoothly,but surely there must be Ez=
small corner that I can take care of and so make your daily
tasks a bit lighter?

Fadh day I think I shall surely telephone® to Mrs.K. I have not
heard a word from her since you left,but I do not telephone very
often,and so I simply forget it until too lats.

Ag a sample of my happy faculty of forgetting things. Adams and
I wpoent Wednesday of this week 1in Los Angeles. One of the very
important things I wanted to get was some while wool---Loulse
Clark's daughter Constance expects a little one nsxt month,and

I am expected to make a baby blanke® without fall----That was
Wednasday and yesterday afternoon it suddenly flashed into my
congciousness that I had never thought of that wool since start-
ing for the city. The remembrance nearly lifted me out of my
chadir--where 1 was working with black wool,

Adams is working all mornings out in the garden getting things
looking very well--just to be burned up by the heat when we
move----or nerhaps she thinks she may not move after all.

I hope Helen has been able to get her breath since getting home--
having so much company is sometimes rather breath-taking in itgel
I lauched over the way Fraulein Bergman took matters into her
own hands. ‘Will that make it easier for you? Or shall you be
worrying for fear that she will overdo? How homesick she must
have been for those children whom she so dearly loves. And they
(including Wilder Daddy-} love her as they have never learned to
care for Miss Rose. Perhaps the very lack of friction may make
11ife much easier for you as well--zrxkarausExazf-as for them,
because of the more peaceful way things will be going on the
third story.

Do you know,those slang phrases were almost all new ones to us.
They must be New York slang! The girls were interested in seeing
how few they had ever heard.

Thank you for the account of the honor shown Max Chaplin by

his Chinese friends. Had you thought that Mrs.Chaplin was with-
drawing somewhat from her past 1life and becoming more particular-
ly interested in the life here in Claremont? Or how did she
gtrike you after your visit with her?

Almost time for chiurch---goodby dears,
Mother
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