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help her. pe ctanked and cranked,butAcould not budge it.
Thén they went back to the garage,got a’rope?and towed the
car down there. It was fixed up,and Ruth started again,got
up to the high school and stuck agaiﬁ.She'gét Elizabeth and
they went down to get the other chilaren while again the car |
was towed down to the garage.‘Then Mr.Sutherland brot them
home and so we have the whole seven raising cain here until
after the blizzard and its effects are over. This afternoon
they‘are busy and happy over getting ready for & party. The
girls are to set the table and make the sandwiches.The little
boys are to have charge of the fishpond.Just now the girls
are making caps for them all to wear and‘the fitting on is
raising gales of laughter. Tomorrow,if the time begins to
hang heavy there will be a candy pull with some sorghum we
have on hand. They are to have a wonderful "mousée" today,?
and the rarest of all things two pieces of bacon each.With
chocolate and meérshmallows for the cream,they expect a
beautiful supper. The best part of the program,to our minds,
is thai the children have theiir supper at 5.30 and we will
not have ours until after they go to bed. Cottie set some
buckwheat cakes last night so we will take our trays out in
the kitchen and sit around the stove and bake our cakes and
eat &as many mzkes 2s we can hold---and have no dishes to
speak of to wash afterwards. Think of it,it will be like Surd
Sunday evenings when we have our trays in here and can talk
as much as we please without interruption. For you know at

the family table big folks have no show at 2ll. We are not

allowed t alk w i 1
0 talk except to answer Questions end give other
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the place where they will finally settle, that will be fine,

but if that place is not shown to them they will at least know
more &t the end of the year than they do now. Ruth declares she
is to have a cow and will learn to milk 1t,out I rether shake
my head at that. She also says she is going to do her own washi:
but mother again shakes her head. You see they will need me
near at hand to keep them steady. :

But as to my going?---Well,there are some things to be thought
about there. I have written to Bertha Clough to see if she can
find them a nice place at one of the beaches &t San Diego so
that they may know more of Southern California,beceuse,if the
place we can own might be there it would be better than farther
up the interior. Ruth has also solved one of my problems--
Cottie--by saying she would take her out with her. I hate to
have her do that,but her children are older,I guess she can
menage one more responsibility. Then,I will probably stay here
& few days to get the last things done,I hope I nay reah¥ the
house for a year if I cannot sell it outright. Then--would you
like me to come to Baltimore? I could take care of the apart-
went while Helen was at the hospital,and then,if Wilder wanted
to go to Boston,after the birthday party,and before August, I
could stay with Helen and when she was ready to go to Boston I
could go with her and help her settle,or if she felt she could
come to Hudson I would be there to accompany her and be of some
service,probably. Then,later in the summer, I would go out to
the girls. Perhaps,by that time,they would know where they
would be for the winter, and I could see to the shipping of
our furniture. Would you like that dears?

Wilder's last note seemed so hurried and sounded so tired
thet I began to feel a little bit worried,and it was such a
relief when I read Helen's letter and she told of how well
Wilder was looking,feeling and acting. How we do read the wrong
things into letters sometimes. ‘ :

Mame is beginning to feel stronger. Dr.has given her a tonic
that is whetting her appetite so that Herbert says"She is
beginning to eat like & horse". He took home five pounds of
beefsteak that was "all for Mame"-but I imagine the rest of the
family had a big shere of it. We want to see them and talk of
these plans,but our Ford is not to be taken out of the gearage
until warmer weather,end today werbert telephoned that he had
put his up too. These drifts are not funny. Ruth is trying to
make arrangement with a public gitney to come out twice a day
to teke the children to school for the next month,I do not know
what the final answer will be,it will depend on the cost. But
they wvissed yesterday and today and some other days becaws e we
could not get them down :nd back. Herbert's children wide down
in the morning in a neighbor's wagon and walk back.

Surely,Helen dear,I shall be delighted to give you eny recipes
that will be of &ny assisstance. It would seem rather foolish
to speek first of a frisd cake recipe,to your mother's daughter.
But I want to send one that Ruth has evolved for & wartime
diet. I do not say that they are as good as when white flour,
more eggs and lard are usuable. As I recall Wilder is very fond
of them and perheps these will be better than nothing now.



The apple sauce cake you may have,but I will put it in. Also
Cottie's recipe for apple pudding for Wilder was fond of that.
e are finding that en occasional meal of buckwhezt cakes saves
the flour if it does not save the troko and syrup--only I do

so want some pork sausage to eat with them—-1 know you know

how to make them,but have you tried the cornmeal in them? There
are so many things we have to do that do not particularly improl
a good thing but it mekes a good thing more possible. I am not
fond of cornmeal cakes but the buckwheat seems to make these

very good.

I am sending .you my Montgomery Werd grocery price 1list and
marking some of the things I cend for. I have tried all of
theri coffees and find the Santos the best for the money. Nrs.
yister got her Santos coffee at Kenny's opposite the Lexington
rarket and you will find that good. If I could get that here I
would not send away. You will note their prices of sugar. A
better quality than we get here. I could get sugar of VWard
cheaper than in Baltimore. Thelr soups are not as good as
Campbell's.The Marshmallow Creme is good. I used it in school.
I send for the peanut butter in guantity but you probably can
do as well there. I have marked some of the jams and butters.
The orange I do not like so well. I will get wary's recipe for
a marcazlade she makes of left over oranges,grapefruit etc. It
ig fine. You will find these cheaper than I could find in B.
Pinecot is fine as well as the others--try some of each. The
apple I do not like so well,it is spiced too much. Creole Dinnerx
is good to have on hand for seasoning up almost any vegetable
or meat made dish. We use a great many figs,dates,raisins to
put in the war breads etc. whe children need the fruit and it
rekes e erything better for them. You can rely on Ward for the
vest for the money,I believe.The black figs are better than
the white. I always keep Chop Oliv on hand for emergency
sandwichee. I have marked two syrups th&et are fine for table
use. I sent for the Pmerican Family Brand this time as it took
only one-third cene and was chesper then the othner two. I do not
know how good it will be. I get the Giant Head Rice for fancy-
it is besutiful-and the Broken Head for ordinary use. I sent
for some of the Brown Rice to try. Ve use the Knackebrod a
great deal,l do not know if you would care for it. It should be
crisped in the oven. Ammonia powder is fine and easier than
the bottles of Ammonia.And the Borax soap chips are the best
for washing dishes. It is good for the dishes and good for the
hands. Louise,who was with me as diningroom girl for so many
years felt aggrieved when she did not have the chips for the
glasses. : :

I will send you the bran bread recipe,the best I ever ate.
And for constipation it makes fine eating.

Are you fond of peppers? I am soO very fond of them that D will
send some fillings--

All of this will keep you busy,and we are both tired,I,of
writing and you,of reazding. But when I get at my recipes I
am lost to the world of anything-else-to-do. And yet,mény of
these recipes I never made myself. lost of my cooking has been
done by proxy. I have furnished the recipes and looked wise
and expected results. I have usuelly been successful, too.

God bless you both,

Mother.
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the kitchen. Bertha is slower than slow,but by the same token,she
is lovely with the children."Sure I'll tzke care of the baby

if you mlll get well sooner by going to bed." Mame thinks more

of her than she was inclined to do before. Besides that pertha
never wants to go away from hhe house. Ilame would have liked us
to take Wilder,for he is the hardest child to look after of the
whole five--but we could not fit him in here with the others as

we cuuld the girls. But she things it will be easier with Wilder
with the two girls gone. Patty came home with the German Measéls
last Friday. Her face is cleared up beautifully,bow--but Fred
will probably have it. Helen Phipps wants to take Fred--so did
Ruth--but Meme says he will be so unhappy away from home she cannot
let him go. He does not take to other people at all. {5ut af he

Dzx.
has the measels% Herbert says ke fears it is another baby. wame

Aﬁls g0 terribly thin,she cannot lose much more. The gas 1is constant
Wi

,and dreadful. The water brash--is that it?constant running of
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saliva which she wipes out with a towel almost continually--is

very distressing. Mame gets all run down every winter,and

when she begins to run down she seems especially liable to
pregnancy. When Herbert looks back over the awful winters they
have spent here,he is gquite ready to try and make arrangements to
move to California. I believe it will help him in very many ways.
Their children are especially liable to colds. Possibly lMame is

go particular that the least exposure finds them unready to meet
it,possibly she has to be particular,I do not know. But---this migrj
winter is & horror--lest winter was,too. and the year before that-
and so on all the way vack. Herbert is very much in debt.' He
would have to sell out in order to get away at all. Here is the

argument I put up to him yesterday. You have put in §8.000 in

this place,it is not payiny expenses,it is costing you more &and

more each year. Do &g the Chinsman does with his crops--when he



finds he has a sick crop--he wastes no time on it at all--he

pPloughs it under immediately and puts in enother crop. Sell this
place for what you can get for it,and take what you can get and
put into land that will pay a dividend. You cannot run the farm
and attend to your work at the bank--you cannot give up the bank
because this farm is not nearly big en-ugh to give you a large
enough income in this country of one crop a year. You are reach-
ing the age when it will be harder for you to make a change each
year. You are capable of making a good living for your family
if you are in the right place. This is not the right pkace for
you. Make a supreme effeort now and put yourself where you know
you can do efficient work. You have been thwarted in every effort
you have made to plan your own life,now is the time to assert
yourself and prove yourself,and I will help you in any way that
I cani At first,when the going to Californis was brought up
to him,he would not think of it at all. “zme made many objections
too. "Her people were far enough away from her now"etc.But the
great thing was that they felt tied down here and there was no
chance of making things better. Finally Herbert said-"Mother I
do not dare make give any thought to this thing,for i§ I should
and should be disappointed again,I would not be good for anything!
Children, there was food for thought in that remark of his. And
I dared not_stop trying to arouse the desire in himto get out
of here into a new environment and new work.
lerbert longed,more than anything else,for two plans for his
life. One was the Navy. When a boy of his temperament,which is
a very different one from Wilder's,would give up all social 1life,
come home directly from school with a crowd of boys who would go
up into our billizrd room and play all the afternoon ‘while gerbert
would come into my room and study with me all the afternoon,
study again all evening and reslly work on history and geography
outside of the school work,doing all possible in the classroocm as
well,in order to take examinations--he has a real desire in his
heart. That year,for the first and only time,the men were appointe«
instead of passing examinations for both army end Navy. ~he
appointments went to the two richest families in Washinton. He
slumped completely,except when he would talk chickens. When we
came here he was possessed with the desire to go to Fairview and
have a ranch--chicken ranch preferbly. When Grandpe found that
he was growing in that desire he disposed of the Fairview property
for fear he would give in to him. He sent Herbert to Minnesota
U. To the Agricultural School where he would have done well? No-
Mining Engineering--to plecese Uncle Tom ,although his grandfether
never intended him to do anything but go in the bank. perbert did
not do well,that made him feel apologetic to father,and he went
into the bank. I fought it hard for it seemed to me that it would
ruin Herbert's life. I knew my boy's nature . I knew that if
his father had been an out-of-dcors man rether than sitting in
an office----well,never mind, I knew Herbert would not develope
to his Dbest in inside work. Of course,l zsi® also knew that he
owed a debt of gratitude to father and he would learn many good
things under his tutelage,end that fether would be very happy in
having him to lean upon. Herbert did good work in the bank--
he also bought a few hens. It took up his attention and at honme.
sther came back from California and sold them off. Herbért took
up gardenlng,Fathe;_did all he could to discourage it,although he
never dug up anything until later, Herbert bought some apple
land én W&silngton—-father did not like Arthur Smith and did not
want Herbert mixed up wi o .
P Wwith the SPokane family in any way,so he




forced Herbert to break the contract. He paid the $300.that it cosi
Herbert to get out of 1it. Then, in desperation,Herbert bought
this 1little farm here. Father did not like it,but I had him
slone about that time and I did some hard talking to him,so he
accepted it,because it wes near the bank and there would be no
danger of Herbert ever going away. At the same time Father
used often to say,"If I were younger,I would do"so and s80——
always away from Hudson. But,yes,I know he meant all right,he
wes afraid that Herbert would not meke a success of life if left
to himself,and he did not know that no other human being should
dare to dictate to another in his cholce of his own life.Well-
I did not expect to say all of this when I began,but you have been
very attentive listeners,end I do want you to understand why I am
so insistent on Herbert's getting out of this rut and striking out
for himself. tsst winter ieme was not well,the baby was not well,
it wes not particularly interesting at home, Berbert wes ocut much
playing cards with some of the other men,and would often go to St.
paul with Haven,perter,Cecil---all men who were not tied down at
home 2nd who had much more money to spernd than he should spend,
under the circumstences. When Mr.Haven went with them--he would
teke his wife the next day or so--but Herbert could not do that--
Wes I worried?————- Now they are on the farm he stays at home,but
it is a fearfully humdérum life,and werbert is losing "pep" every X
year. He sits up until all hours in the morning reading and smoking
constantly he is too tired to do his best work. With all of that,
he is one fine man. I am proud of the way he loves his wife,and
of other things,but I want him a success and want to see him grow-
ing. He has a large femily to be educated,and he is at a
critical time in his life. So I tell him that I will not go
West one step without him,and I tell him meany other things too.

You have not quite understood the thought of our going West-
it is not for a year or two,until the boys come home. It 1is to
make a place for them to come to and take up a new life. They are
footloose,and they have families to educate too.

The Californiz State Project has bought up a big tract of land
near Chico in the Sacramento valley,and is to get more in the
sen Joaquin valley,later. Thég land is the most fertile and best
land in all California when it is irrigated. It has been owned
in large trects,now they zze putting in irrigation (the State,I
wean) leveling and seeding the land,cutting it up into tracts of
from 20-100 acres each for homesteads. They are appesaling directly
to men of small means. One cannot bug a tract if one owns more
than $15.000 worth of real estate any where else. Application is
made and the state pass upon whether your application shall be
accepted or not. They will build a house not to exceed $1500 and
the banks will loan money to equip the ferm with mechinery or
stock. The owner is to pay down one-third of the cost price ad
will heve from 30-4C years to pay back the rest-5% interest to be
charged. Aside from that there will be plots called laborer's
tracts,of 2 acres each,so that there shall be some laborers to
help work the largsr farms. Two acres well cared for will support
a small family in California. Then there is a superintendedt
who visits each farm every so often to give advice and so on.
They do not intend to let =ny one feil from lack of opportunity
or from lack of knowledge. You see,lt is made so that even a
woman can accomplish something. The land can be made to yleld
three or four crops each year. Fruit of all kinds,nuts,olives,
figs--all grow wonderfully.While these are growing,pasture crops
or truck garden crops will keep things paying.

Without doubt we women can get some one to take the land and

work it on shares for us. -he owner furnishes land and all equip-
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ment and has 53% of the crops,usually.

Hervert wants 40 acres and expects to pay expenses with some
Cows. There agein,each community is expected to have the same
breed,and the service will be furnished by the state,so that the
strain may be kept pure and strong. Ruth means to learn how to
milk/and will have one cow. She is quite insistant that each child
has some one thing by which she can earn a little extra money.
Margaret,chickens--Faith,Belgian hares, Bobby Pigeons--Elizabeth
cocking. Winifred has not decided yet,she is going to waiht
and see what Will says. But therc is one thing she is decided on
that she will have a girl to keep the house while she works out
doors with the boys. Best thing for her health,all right.

Yes,I have my own plens,but they are a dead secret,for tie present.

Yesterday I went up to Herbert's fa dipner,right al el Buos I
told him I hed come to telk business,to teslk finances.And we did
get right down to hard tacks. If he can sell out,and he thinks
he may know of one who will buy if he sacrifices, he can handle
his own proposition. I can handle 30 acres,even if I cannot sell
the house herec. He proposed a possible way of selling Sarras.
Erach of the girls would like 20 scres.---But they have no reetdy
money unless Galahad is sold. They object to any borrowing. But-
if possible I shall try and handle more than 20 acres and then
they can buy from me later. If I could get 30 acres and we each
take ten. Possibly I would rather have only five,after all. But
the thing is to get the land together. Yes,Will and Jack are keen
for the project,if it can be done.

So,the girls will probably go out in June.lNot on the land,most
likely,but at some beach where the children can have a happy life
and they can live cheaply in a camping out wag. Herbert will go
out there to look the ground over before anything is done,at all.
We will all do as he decides.

Now,about my coming to you--dear chilsren I cannot go anywhere
without Cottie. We suggested that she go out with the girls for
the summer,I to come later. She became sick right away.She draws
her whole life from me now. It would not be safe to have her go
with the girls,and as long as she lives I must card for her as if
she were my beaby. How can we manage? To take an apartment large
enoughfor you and us two,would not be right unless we planned to
stay until you were thru at the hospital for it would be too much
for you to pay for alone. Helen will need some one with her for
the first few months,at least. After that she will have become at
home in her feelins,will have become somewhat acquainted and would
be able to get along all right,probably. But at first,she would
be tied hand and foot if she had no one with her to let her get
out once in a while. If I should stay a part of the winter and
Mrs.K.a part of the winter--if Mrs.!c.K.would be with her,then the
rooms would be all right,if they could stay long enough.--But they
have a man to consider. The .only other way,and probebly the e
best way,would be for you to take a small apartment and Cottie and
I get two extra rooms somewhere,if they could be found in the
same bullding. PRerheps,that would cost as much,or more,than it
would to get an apartment,by the year,having two extra bedrooms
and we paying the difference. I do see that you will need me

there for a while,at lezast. But will you be willing to include
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silent grace,we had it at Grandpa Jefferson's and again in
school,but that Uncle Wilder had said that when he had a
home of his own he should have a spkken grace,and that Auntie
Ruth wanted a spoken grace,and I certainly liked it very mueh
better. "Well,I don't think Daddy will ever have anything but
silent grace." We had silent grace again. The next morning
I asked whatwe sho uld have--"It makes no difference to me"
Geoege said,the others voted for the prayer. At noon I said
shall I give you the words of the song George? he agreed,we
sabd it over,I spoke of all the things that it said,and we had
the song. Now we havekthBe prayer in the morning,the song at

-'noon and silent grace at night--and "everyone 1s happy."

By all of this,do not think that George is going to be a hanxd
proposition for me to handle,he is a darling and is very capabl
and loves me very much,---and will love me better when we get
a bit adjusted. George has felt more as though I belonged to
him since I took the S.S.class. Did I tell you about my coming
over here to dinner last Sunday? When Wilder came in to S.S.
(George had a cold and did not come out) hHe said they wanted
me to come home to dinner with them.So I went. When I came in
George sald"Well,Dada Dean you would kaxe not have gotten over
here today if &It had not been for me. I just begged and begged
them to have you come." Mame said**"Yes,well,I guess Dada Dean
knows how much you had to beg." But would not that have been
a most glorious chance for a family quarrel? Did I tell you

‘what John said the other day about my room? "Mother,I think

Naneen's room must be like God's room,it looks so nbce and so
pretty..” I think it is because it is picked up and quiet.

Yesterday was a horrid blizzardy dey. The children were all
in the house all day Friday,all day yesterday and today except
when we wenj t0,5.8. Last night I crawled into bed at a
quarter to é@ﬁﬁ# and slept until seven this morning.

George hitched up the pony to take us to S.S.today. I was a
little fearful of tipping over thex drifts were pretty bad,
not a soul@ had been over the road,it was the"virgin whiteness"
all right. From the end of the Penfield place until after we
passed the Johnsons' the three children walked,George driving,
Wilder and Jean ploghhiggon behind Lolding on to the cutter,
and I sitting up in state like a queen on her throne.

I was glad I went for every one of my seven boys were there,
and we had the best class attention one ever saw,and my talk
to the school was nesdedXx Those talks on Genesis are interest-
tng to me,I hope they are more than that to the children.

After dinner I read aloud Uncle Tom's Cabin until supper time.
and then read until bedtime. So you see,that did away with
the quarrelling and I have enough vim to write a let® r. Pats
played queetly with Fred es she does not care for reading.

I do not know what the children ever did to amuse themselves
before this typewriter came over.

I am so glad that you are to have that work next trimester.
How did you get the chance? The money will be fine--pay the
bill of the party--and,what seems to me to be fine will be the
research work,for that may lead to something bigger. Oh things

always come out 21l right,don't they?
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live until after the war. To him it means nothing that#
Puth and she should have adjoining cottages. To him it
means nothing that Ruth and Winifred should consult to-
gether where they are to live etc. So you see,the very .
best intentions of being of help may defeat itself. ‘

At the present writing it is the intention thet Cottie is |
to go out with them. Winifred is so distressed that shie can
not be of some help to me in the general moving,that she is
insistent that Cottie does go with her,and when Cottie saw
that Winifred reelly wanted her she wes so pleased that she
brightened up and has been in better health ever since. Bug
she told me yesterday that she would like & visit with Berthy
Clough end would like to be with Winhifred for a while and
would like to visit her brother's wife for a few days;but sk
would not feel comfortable to stay in any place for very lon
ags she would feel herself a burden. In other words--1 do no
wnant to go unless you a e surely coming soon. I essured her
that I should pey her board with Winifred.

The present plan is that Ruth shall go as soon as school
closes in June. She wants to go to a Ssn Diego beach too.
In fact we are all looking towards San Diego just now. That
county Las not such a boom as Los Angeles and Orange and
property will not be cs high. The climate is just as fine, |
but we will walt for Herbert's report. You ask if his place
will adjoinx ours. Well,this is the situation. There is very
little rezdy money in the family. The only one who just
mugt make & move,is Herbert. Therefore,if it takes all he
and I togeth"r &m scrape up,to get one place started-that
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George and Fred at home. Then if perbert spends -much. of

his time at home,possibly Mame could get through the winter
without danger of tazking the final trip West. To pass on to
the things that you really want to know.

The pleasantest subject that I can think of just now is
what I did on my birthday,you asked about that Helen,but,
come to think of it,I answered that gquestion before,so I wil
only comment on yours. What a beautiful day you had dear,
and you will find as the years go on that Wilder is just 1lik
that he will think of the dearest things to give you and do
for you. I have often wondered in the years past how he
could think of so many delightful,dear things--belng mere
man. [ Latert-with the children off to school--and every one
with a smile --1 wish I could be safe in saying a "smile
that wont come.off";

I was over to the "house"--mesning Serras--yesterday. I
took Fred and stayed until five o'clock. I went through
a big chest taking out things for Winifred to pack awey to
take with her,and then I mended up some bedsppeads to let
her have what she wanted, immediately. For Winifred is going
to California very soon. I told you that Father MacQuarrie,
sfter a talk with Will care up here to look after her gettin
out there? and that he means to stay by her and see thet she

is well taken care of while Will is away? Now,you know,it
igs dear of him--but,you may also know,that when one is reall

.grown Uup and with children to plen for it is sometimes a bit

embarrassing to be treated with so much kindmess? It is a
1ittle interesting to see how it is going to wrk out. Mr.
MacQuarrie wants to do the very best for Winifred but,of
course,he knows bettsr then she does just what ig best for
ner. It is 2 long and expensive trip going to California
and she and Ruth had plesnned to take the tourist and take
some lunch Wwith them so that too many trips to the diner
need nct be made. Also she had wanted to go by way of Portix
1and to visit some of her mothsr's relatives--aunts and uncl
of her own. But it locks as though they were going first-
cless,no lunch at all,and by the Santa Fe. Again,she feels
as though this Galashad femily were her real family and she
znd Ruth had made plans together,and while she might have
1eft here sooner than Ruth,going to Portland and into a
cottage of her mother's at one of the X¥zsRIRZIRRXRE Oregon
beaches to walt for Ruth to join her there and s0 g° to the
new surroundings together,she ig to go the first week in '

April and straight through to San Diego. Father Mac.will
+nen lock for work and tEEE they willgdecige where tﬁey wily
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one will be Herbert's. He must not only get
the place but he must have enough to live on
and keep things going until something begins
to come in. Of course,if he oould sell al

thet he has here,he could manage, otherwise,

I must help himx Since being here I know more
certainly than ever before that something must
-be done. I do not see how little Mame has

even lived through the handicap of a "closed
house"witn the savages she has about her. Now,
Plezse do not think these children are not
dear children,for they are. Give them a li:tle
more room so that every time they move they
will not hit each other,then give them a firm
consistent hand over them and they will be

all right. But circumstances have not been
advantageous for the best growth. Wilder's
angelic disposition is growing to be fiendish.
Jean's natural cheeriness is giving way to

the constant pressure. »at was always a spit-
fire,but it is getting to be sullenness and
temper mixed,now. George,capsble,dear george
is a dreadful tyrant and if he is not curbed
the others will be ruinsd. He needs the more
constant companionship of the father whom he
adores. So do not misunderstand anything I
may say about them.

Ruth hes made up her a»wm

dmma there is no
chance of her buying any property mow.
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too,has Winifred. Galahad owes Winifred something,as well
88 me. If Galahad could be sold, then we might both do somex%-
thing. But I shall not think of my buying for myself or the
girls,until after Herb:rt's affairs are running weil. So
that is the situation &t present.

Herbert's report will be awaited with much interest, Ve
hope that Will is coming home for five days the tivet of
April. werbert will return in orfer to g0 in the bank on the
first,and then we will all have & long talk.

e can all live more cheaply and more comfortably out
there than hsre. I do not know what I can do with the house
but I am hoping and believing that the way will be shown ne
before it is necessary to meke the final decision. With
five of the family gone it will be easier to plan the next
step. 2s to the Chico proposition,of course we do not know
until Herbert reports. But he wants Southern California so
wiich that if the proposition is not very much better and
€asier to handle I am quite sure he will not consider it.

Of course,it is hotter there in the summer,not depressing ke
heat like this climate,but hotter than farther South. A
most wonderful valley for crops of all kinds,but that will
depend upon Herbert. I think he will plan to look the matter
over with an xrprejidniizzdx unprejudiced miad,as much ss he
can. The difference between one crop a year and from three
to five crops is & great deal. It will mean lots of work,

of course,but where does not one have to work if he gets
anything. This is the last thing that I can do for Herbert.
You have always known how I have reld my breath for him in
some ways. He is epproaching the most critical time in a
men's life. Far more critical it is for men at forty tham

at twenty. At twenty,if he takes the wrong path,he has
youth and hope,he can change. But &% the forty landmark if h
does not take the right course,he has little chance of being
able to change. It seems to me that men need more help

then than when younger. Have you never noticed how men
change about that egge? The out-of-doors life has always
been the life Herbert needed to develope him rizht. The
Penfields seem to lacgk something of energy at about forty,
this man Penfield of mine must have the pProper energy sup-
plied him to carry him over this critical time,and then--1
shall know that the spell has been broken. I do not worry
about you,Wilder,for you have the Jeffsrson habit of mesti
ocbstacles as something 1like fighting a foe that can be overl
come with the fist way of fighting. These things seem to
get on the shoulders of the Penfislds and weligh them down.
Perhaps we are more obstinate and combative. When a boy yoy
did things because you thought them right and it did not
make much difference what any one else thought about it.
Herbert did things because "Hiram wanted me to". If Herbert
overcomes difficulties it isg pPrinciple,alone,and not naturs)
disposition.

It is rather interestins to see how people differ isn't it
and how much personal study each man and woman needs to
help them to the normal way of living,which is the zazim
right way.

pelen,I am so glad that Wilder has you to watch over hip
and get rid Of the grip as quickly &s you made it possible
for him. Washing--or wiping-dishes in bed? how funny.
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March 22 1918
Dear Children:

I do not su pose that I have to wait until Sunday or Monday
before writing you again? I just want to talk to some one of

my €%§fchildren,for I am at my wits' end. I have no hard work

to do here,I have plenty of time to write or read or kxnit. I do
write,but I cannot gét my mind on much reading,end I do not toudh
my knitting. I do considerable darning and the baby,of course,
tekes up some time. George's name should be "Fritz".He has so
much of the Hun cfuelty and coldbloodedness in him. Now is that
dfeadful to say? Well,I have tried all sorts of ways to manage
him and I am completely stumped. I can understand tember——he
has enough of that,but a temper that never shows any contrition
or shame for what has heen said or done,I do not understand.lo
matter what happens,nor what I have said to him,in & few minutes
he is as smooth to me as he would be to an inferior that had
received her drubbing and he could afford to overlook all that
had been said. I never saw such supreme lack of respect. He is
never allosed to use matches. Nothing that I can say or thresten
makes the least partioélfof difference to him. He sneers--and
when he gets ready he starts another fire. Yesterday and on Tuesds
when 1% was blowing a gale he started fires out near the barn

and when one was put out he started another. I told him I would
report him th the police,and so this morning I called u, Mr
Dorwin and he and the policemen will talk to him. I am so chagined

and mortified,but I have tried meeting him on terms of equality

and eppealing to his manhood--1 have tried coaxing-~1 have tried

harsh words--1 have tried threats--all to no purpose. Now I am
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; our work over there. MNust I teke
some of the children there? wust I see about the clothes?

Vere they Ruth's children it would be different,for I know
whatever I should choose woulg satisfy her,while with Mame,
whatever I chose she would fryto be satisfied with. rezst Sprin
1 felt that T would not try and £ill needs in that way egain.
But Sadie knows just what she wants,so something will be done
without my worrying,I am sure. Then--if Herbert intends
moving out there soon?---Well,what is the use in speculating?
We will know more when he comes, ;
The boy asked me if I had sold his house. He did not ask
me to sell it,he asked Dr.XK. %to sell 1f. This is what he says
about the comparison of Chico property and Southern Californig),
"This is a wonderful country here(written from Los Angeles)
but I am not sure it ig the place for a poor man to settle.
There are many things about the Northern section that are
preferable in the way of cheaper land,better water supply,etec.
Yo be off-sethere by better roads,schools, stores,and probably
a better climate."  WMr.Clarke"can get me a 79 acre ranch,40
acres in alfalfa,the balance in grain;house,barn etc.for £38x
$30.000 with a $10.000 payment down., Thie is more than I was
looking for,but might do fof the bunch ultimately. It is at
Corona,15 miles from Riverside and 50 miles from Senta Ana. "
reHe do§§ nottsay if there is water. If there is,Dr.says it is
asonable,but i it is %o ioh e oF I snd 5 4
which we cénnot go?gﬁ égslﬁetégnhé@§1“¥ﬁ?sl£lgge?ox%g ggﬁaégel?
SN R 8l " in g hurry? The Ch:co Proposition would seem mpre

know how to manage with
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rental which should be §80.per month as they price such things
I would be fairly satisfied with $400.per year. He writatry———
Baby did. not want to leave me a minute,but finally Earnest
took him end you know he is a wizard with a ¢hild:; Father
Mac.was there too,of course,so the Galahad children had their
supper out doors and we older ones had a nice quiet time by 3R
ocurselves.,

i After we had finished,indeed 1t was seven o'clock,Ray came.
They gave him some supper and then when X&xy the MacQuarries
were reedy to go home they bro ght Ray and me up here. We triet
hard to have a good visit but Baby cried almost all of tuc
time. Finally,at half past eleven he walked back to galahad
and slept on the porch--not even & room for him. Father Mac.
is in my room. -

The next morning he welked up here agein and aoout 1C.30 we
two startsd out for S.S. We went up on the hill and sat down
on a seat there znd had a fine visit of about an hour. Then he
walked around town while I was in $.8. Then we went out to Gali
for dinner. The Penfield children came over for the afterncon.
Oh yes,they had gone over there right after dinner on Satubey
but George had made such & ruction that I hesitated long befor
I would concent to their going again. But he promised--once .
more,and this time kept his word and they had the most besutli-
ful time. They went home in time for supper,but I had left
Baby &t home so I stayed until Rey left on the 9,20. The
rezson I had taken the children so much was that Bertha had
Cermen measles,and it wss tbo much for her with a headache.

But VWinifred went off on thet same train, too. ®ill had sent
her a telegrem that she must come down that night end he would
come back with her on Wednesday.

Ruth had the seven children,the three trips down town amd
the work,with Cottie to help her. I did not go over on
Monday,darned stockings for Galahad instead. Yesterday 1
walked down town and met Ruth at eight o'clock and went over
there for the day. I wanted to burn over the grass,etc._and
did more than I had planned to do--1 was pulling out a big
weed-stepped back into a hole about a foot deep but not &as widd
2s my foot is long,fezl down end say,but I gave my poor foot
a wrench. It hurt like everything for a while,then it let up
and I went on with my work. 2After that wes finished I began s
sorting books. I wanted to get them in order as to size sO
that ¥ill could tell me how much lumbsr to order to peck them.
There are a good many of them,Buth's and mine--1 did not get
to yours--and she went at them with me. I wes on ay foot a
good deel and it began to be pretty painful. Beriha and the
children drove over in the afternoon,snd they had another good
time. We all came home in time for six o'clocf dinner. '

Dr.camé up a 1little after ten and put the foot into adhesive
strips. It felt better then and I can get arcund on it sefely-
it is still rather painful,but is quite bearable.

Winifred expects to go next week,I suppose. I had & tegephon
messaze from Will saying that he was coming up t0 8€€ me-butp
I have not heard the latest plans from them. Here &re the
latest from Herbert.--- "I had a telegram from him yesterday
saying not to_plan to send Cottie to visit Bertka Clough as‘he;
house wes full. That he would start home Thursdey alon?% :

J e a am wonderi =osun B = = a s oht exr
%@EEﬁgé%yéﬁoﬁgh £o make thg&emgggfbggu%%ebgpi%%gré§?ve on
clothes is at hand. Ruth and I hed planned just aboub all® e
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in line with the size of our pocket books.

r b1 i)

WhetbBkr Mame intends staying for a few weeks
only,or for the time of our coming,who knows?
Is it not exciting to be living day by day with
so many quections to which we can only guess

at the answer?

To tell you the truth,it is a little wearing
and make s one feel that a little tiny cottage
at some remote ocean beachk where one could
sit on the samds in the sun end forget &ll
gquestions and thelr puzzling answers, just going
into the house long enough to boil an egg and
eat a green onion with a slice or two of bread
would be quite the charming life.

Ruth says it frightens &Bber sometimes when
she recalizes that she is actually planning,
and knowing that the plans will be carried out,
such a decided move and not having the faintest
idea of where the money is coming from to
allow her to buy the necessary tickets and mxo
clothes. It does seem stragge,yet it will all
come out in some way. If it does,there will
have to be considerable many changes,and every
week this spring will probably be, as exciting
as the last one has been.

I an getting abong all right here,but when
cne is watching the calender every day counting
the days,time drags,evenif one does keep busy.



I brought the silver up here to pack znd 1%t locked so_stained
thet I have been waiting to clean it. I really think I shall
get it off in a few days,however.

Today I am drawing threads in tablecloths. That is hard
enough whent he cloth is new,but when it is o0ld,it is hare

work. I am taking some of the long tablecloths and cutting

them in two so that the girls will heve some for their small
tables. I want t o get some ready for Winifred to take with
her. I made up some holders etc.last week for her.

The sun is bright and the snow ig all gone,but the iee is
gtill in the lake,the winds are cdld and the dust is getting
pretty bad. We have not had a drop of rain as yet. To think
that I am not planning a garden——think 5 e

I do not think I have spoken of that Bosche button that you
sent to me,and I 4id appreciate it very much. It was dear of
you to send it and I shall keep it &s & souvenir of the "Greatb
~ar." These days one can hardly weit for the pepers. londay
& boy wes sent around to the different schools with a note
saying that the British had taken 200.000 prisoners and that
tke Crown Prince was among them. Ve were something excited fa
a while. Then xen telephone@ to at. Paul papers--and there was
nothing in it. The only thing I have heard as to how the
rumor started wes that Mr. Roe took it from the wires. The
same report wse in Winona,too,so said a travelling man in
Birkmose's.

Dc not forget to let me know the result of the operation
on the woman you told me about Wilder's presenting to the clasi
Helen,dear,do not be worried because you do not accomplish
more. "Keeping the house in order,getting meals,doing the few
bits of cppying and work Wide wants,the week 's mending and a
little extra sewing"is a pretty sizable limit,my dear. EHOW can
one compare one's work to the work of anyone else. One may
sound bigger,but there are just so many hours in the day IoOI
us all. Just so much time,so much strength,so many demands.
Remember,I have no outside calls. I go to see no one,no one
comes to see me. It is a loss in some ways,and & gain in other
ways. Your day is full,your time is filled with the daily
duties,and do not try to do more than yru can do comfortably.
It looks to me as though you did a good deal. The mein thing
is to take much exercise and live sanely.Your health is worth
more than any little details of work that you ses that you
would like to do.

Here comes Pat-—and I must get my things off the tabbe.
God bless you both,and zey you be happy every day and every
minute of vour two blessed lives.

Mother.
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way with letters,one reads too much antg
I told you all about how Mame was,but

That is Just the
them,or not enough.
it sounded different in the letters.

Fether Mac.end I went over the books and he made out &
1ist of lumber that I should need for them all. I expect ¢
get all of yours into 15 boxes made especially for them.
Then wherever you may want them sent and whenever you may
want them sent they will be easily handled. Thirty-seven
boxes in &ll are to be made and packed. I will pack the
instruments in your big trunk,probably,with some other
things. I may put in a blanket or two. I do not know what
to do with the heads. Elk,Moose,goats,peccary--- I did not
know I had an affection for them. But you have never

told me anything about whether you wanted some of your
fether's plctures? They are a'l good, though you may not
recell them. I suppose I will have to choose for you. If
you come home---oh how good that would be. I wish that
Helen could come before June and you come as soon as the
exarinations are over. If it would not be convenient at
Vother K's,you could come to me. And if the house should

be rented I have the privilege of going into the lake dorm.

and you know the rooms zre very com

fortable and convenient

there.I could stay as long as I chose to stey there. I
would be so glad,so glad,to have you here then. You would

not need to go back until
0il stove,we have been usi
could be easily done.
that Ruth had th
sleeping poroh &
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the middle of August. With an
ng one all winter,the cooking
You and Helen could have the rooms
e last yeer of Galahad. The two rooms,

nd bathroom are shut o

ff from the hall




waking the beby. I had one of my old-fashioned nights
last night.I did not get to sleep until long after the
clock struck two and long before it struck four baby
wakened me and refused to go to sleep again without some
considerable patting. Then I did not go to sleep again,so
I was gl=d when the clock struck six and I could get up.
It was too cold to get up earlier. The trouble was that
I could not get my feet werm. Stupid,was 1t not? Pure
nerves,of course. I had been answering some advertisements
for renting houses,so my brain was tooc active,probably.
Yestzsrday,in my talk to the primery school I had come tO
the Noah lzsson and much to my surprise it made a most
beautiful Fagter lessen. Have you ever thought how much
Noah must have been saddened by the wickedness of the
world? And how wonderful the whole beautiful eartl must
have seemed to him after a year in the ark?
! Helen Dean came Saturday morning. Will,Winifred,Helen
and father Mac.drove to Minneapolis that afternoon,had
dinner with the Earnest Macs.and went to the "show" and
. reached home at one o'clock. I went over there for
| dinner yesterday. Helen had brought a most wonderful cake
from Webber's,it was not only delicious but the most
beautiful one I have ever seen. Chococlate covering,chooc-
olate roses around the edge,yellow flowers on each slice
(it was a round cake) with butter leaves,red cherries,eic.
It was & layer cake,besides. The cake seemed to be like
lady fingers,but very,very thin layers and very thin choc.
filling between each 2ayer. %ill and Winifred gave Ruth
and Cottie each a lovely rosebud and me a beautiful bunch
of violets. _&s it not dser of them? I took the meanang
of Christ's life and death for the lesson for my boys—
1 hope I gave them some thoughts that will help them all
through life. Certainly they gave me the most perfect
attention. In t eir "Loving Service" they answer these
questions--How déd we know God loves us? John $:16
Thy éid Jesus come to this earth? "Jesus cems into the
world to save sinners"--then there is no more explabation
+han that we must "believe on the Lord Jesus Christ if
wc would be saved"--1 want t-em to know how his coming
saves us,and what it means to "believe on him". But they
are such funny creatures,these boys. You cannot catch
them directly,it has to be on an angle when they are not
knowing,and the fisherman is not knowing.
perbert should have been here last night but missed
connections at Omeha so will not be here until today. I
suppose he will be very busy at the bank so we cennot
neve any report until this evening. Winifred goes tomorroy
Tt hes been a very busy week for Ruth but she seems to
stand up under it all right. Thirteen in the farily,all
of the cooking to do,etc. Cottie is very far from wellx
~as had & dre&dful cold all week with headache,end yestergs
she scemed to have a fever so I had the Dr.go Over to see
_ner. I could not stay to zsk him about it and she said
~sbizpe had"grip,some melaria and bronchitis". How she could
“ have maleria is @ question. She cried all yesteray aftéer-
™ noon and &ll the evening. Why,l do not know,unless she
it sas sick and I have been away from her too long. She
Gepends on meé as on the breath she draws,you know.
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by a door and makes the suite very quiet
and secluded. North,East and West exposure.
We could be s0 cosy and happy and it would
be much less expense,would it not? It woudd
be nice for Helen to have her own father
care for her? Think it over carefully,
and decide right away so I can make my plane
Then I would not be without a man to help
me with some of the last things in the
packing line.

Ruth said the other day,"it does not loxk
sensible for me to go on making plans for
going to Celifornia when I have no idea
how I am going to get the money to take
me out there,but I know some way will be
provided." 1If it is not sensible for her
what is it for me with this big house on
my hands? And I have so many,many things
to dispose of first. We will want to sell
off a great many things,without doubt,and
you could be of immense help to me there.
Besides all of that,Wilder buy,it woudd
make you more of a success the coming year
if you should take a really good vacation
this summer. Your brain will become addled
if you keep it on the stretch so long.

I guess I mixed up my figures of speech
somewhat,but you will know the sense I am
trying to make you understand.



As to the books,Dr.K.thinks you should keep them all, tco.
How shall I get any of the things down from the attic
if you do not come home. How I would look trying to
climb up there! The things,after being well packed
80 thzt there would be no danger from sneak thieves,
could be.left in the Gym.basement as long as Galahad is
not sold .

I am very much interested in the experiments you are
wmaking please tellme a2}l abour them. Just at present
I am laboring under a handimap-- the small boy insists’ on
helping me write this letter.

Do you two realize what long letters I have been
writing? But this is too much of a good thing--goodby-

- hovinm -1y, . s
Mother.
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: Dperth April 3 1918

Dear Children: : -

That means Jack as well as Wilder and Helen,for I am writing what
Herbert has to report and you are all interested,equally. This will save
time 1f I mzke two copies instead of one.

On account of the change of time on Sundgy Herbert missed his train at
Omaha by about ten minutes. The train from Los Angeles running on the old
time and the NorthWestern starting out on the new time. That made him
twelve hours late in getting home so we did not have a chance to talk
with him until last night. 3 i ;

Ee is locking ten per cent better than he did when he went away. This is
what he says--" You bet your life I am looking better,I am feeling better,
too. I have some pep now I want you to know." Mame is feeling better and
is wildly in love with California. She was rather lukewarm in her desire
to go out there until she went out and saw for herself. She ie staying
there for another month at lezst and is taking treatment with an Osteopath,
Yes,Wilder,I can hear you sniff clear out here,but never mind,son,you will

"find out that medicine will not help nerves worn to a frazzle as quickly
and as surely as Osteopathy will. Mr.Slater calls it the "rich man's
proper exercise.

But here I am keeping back the great news--Herbert is the heppy owner
of forty acres of land in Lankershim township fifteen miles from Los Angeles
center. It is eight miles from Hollywood ,so you see, Helen,your father
and mother may be our near neighbors,after all. The schoolhouse in Lenkexs im |
is two miles away and the keixy trolley goes through L.to Hollywood, :

Los Angeles and the sea. mhe ocean being a thirty mihete ride fromL.
There is a very pretty grade school building there,but the nearest high
school is at Ven Nuys,four miles away. But the children can have bikes-
for they are used a great deal there,and can go to L.and take the trolly
to Hollywood.

There are no buildings on the place,as yet. Also no trees. Just some
wine grapes that are being rooted up. "My wife says I magnot raise wine
grapes. " There is some alfzlfa,and the whole place is reanted to one
of his neighbors who will put in Egyptian corn and give him half the crop
in September. perbert hNas not become used to the idea af two crops a
year,and when he was told he should be there to get in his potatoes in
September,he felt foolish. He 1s very happy over his neighbors whose
nemes are Wheeler,Maxwell and Davenport. He has been surrounded with Swedeg
and Germans for so long that he will appreciate a change. It will be fine
for his two boys and George,especially,is perfectly happy over it. -

The Los Angeles water supply is piped right through his place and that wil
give him all the water he wants for irrigation. And with water one can
raise anything,and plenty of it. The land is selling for $500.and $800
an acre all around there,but it got this place for $15.000. £6.000 down.
He will put in more alfalfa,probably,and willx have cows and pigs to keep
"the home fires buraning".

The land in Chico is good,very good,most of it. Some is rocky and fit
only for grazing. He saw Dr.weade,and the proposition is certainly all
right. But,every one says,"Of course,it is very hot here in the sumger,but
five hours will take you into the cool mountains. The cows will nesd
attention twice a day,even in hot weather and the hot time lasts a long
time. Of course,we know the heat there is not like the heat here,and the
nights are usually cool,but when one is making a change it may be better
torget just what one wants if possible. He could get 35 acres near Chico
for $8.000,§$1.000 down and the rest on ecsy terms. There was a very pretiy
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house on the place and a good barn, but it was Southern California he
wanted. And the property will néd get lower in value,probably. :

As far as climate goes San Diego is the best of all,but no one lives
there but old people. Even a real estate dealer whom Miss Clough asked
to talk with Herbert told him that he would not advise him to buy anything
there if. he wanted to make a living. No water,much rock,soll very shallow .
In pplanying trees it is necessary to blast through the hard pan.

Fairview is the deadest,most dreary looking place on earth. .erbert wss
sick at the sight. Everywhere else in Orange Co. it was wonderful.

He saw Dollie and uncle Tom has had most dreszsful luck. e was flooded
out twice this winter,and many other hard things have happened. He hopes
to get to New York soon,and Dollie will go with him.

W.nifred left today. Ruth,Will and John drove over in the Ford,leaving
here about three o'clock. Winifred and 'the other two ohildren and father
Mac.left on the four o'clock train., HRuth went to see the Ramsdells,and
Will took John to the oculist. They would have dinner togéther,and Winifred
would leave on the eight o'clock train. Will and Ruth will drive home soon
aiterwards. Will is to finish up getting their thinds in shape, tomorrow
and go to Eau Claire to see Archie,and then go back to Cemp Dodge tomorrow
night.

Do I think whings will turn out ail right for us to get out there? Well
will you see how the Father manages things? When we first began talking
to Winifred about Califcrnie she was perfeotly indifferent to it. 1If 'Bhe
went West at all it would be to Portland,and she could not do that.lt
would not be possible to make any move without Will., Now she is the first
to go. And not only did Will come home and get her packed and well s@arted
but father MacQuarrie has gone with her and she knows that while he will
be a great help to her she will also have the pleasure of making a home
for him, too. Father Mac's ideas are not here,and he is quite set in his
ways,but he is a dear man,and will do his very best to make life happy for
her. He is so happy,too,to feel that he is of some use tc some one. Oh
it is hard to come to & time in life when one is not necessary to anyone's
happiness. he will grow young again now.

Of course,we will want to go to one of the beaches neeag Los Angksd now.
We witl not make the extra trip to San Diego. If father Mac.can get work
some where near L.A. then we can all be near together for the coming ¥ime
of waiting for ‘the return of the boys. But he fears he cannot,and then
Winifred will have to have a home alone. I shall not worry about that,for.
the One who 1s arranging things for us will know where He wants us.

When we first began talking abput this mHerbert would not listen to a word .
about his going,it was impossible,etc.etc. and now--he is the one who has
a definite home out there. Is it not queer? no,that is not the word--is it
not beautiful to see how things are brought about so naturally and easily?

A little sale of land in Northern Wisgonsin, two of ue having a dividend
from the bank,giving a little money that induces enough coniidence to risk.
xexEx the getting of the rest needed.

I came home from perbert's yesterday,and today got things arranged so that
I can have Fred here with me. Ruth's little bed is placed next to mine,her
chair and cab are ready for Fred,and having him here will give Bertha a
chance to get the house cleaned and the children's clothes mended up and
cleaned before lame comes home. They heard from the health officer today
that their weshwoman had small pox in the house. A big washing was taken
there yesterday. yew clothes must be bought for them. Fortunately it will
not be necessary to replace the winter underwear. :

Herbert says liame intends to have & tree and flower of every kind- that
crows on their plawe. It seems queer,for she never cared soO very mgch here.
But ié wes too hard work,as she has been situated. She is a wise girl.
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home. You see,we are taking it for granted that the "possibility"
that you spoke of is to be a reality. So we are planning now for
another sumuer here. Oh I want you to come N OM Girs VALY peNeBuFBhr EIE 1 «

Your letter wes v i 1 1 ook, “—
GOd. blesg yOu botgﬁﬁ-@?\ﬁgﬁg%e%ﬁow SMMA~

Mother. HUDSON, WIs.
April 23 1918
Dear Children:

Such a rushing,hurrying,week as we had last week! And how
much we accomplished in the sewing! liss Waldruff came Monday
afternoon and stayed until Saturday evening. We divided up into
two teams. Ruth and Miss W. were the first team and Cottie and
I were the second team. Of course,Ruth and Cottie had‘to stop
the sewing often for the sake of the coocking,and I had the dsar
baby to do things for,sometimes. I took charge of the drawers
and Bobs' pajemaes and Cottie did most of the gtitching for me.
ghe did.some stitching for the first team,too,and I did some
buttonholes, overcasting etc.for thet team. The second team
almost finished three pair of pajames and ten pairs of drawers.
Just an ther day's work will probably put them,zll marked,into
the dresser dzawers. Ruth has two new waists,Bob has a new
coat and knickerbockers and a new suit. Elizabeth,lzrmie and
Feith each have a new dress that they wore Sunday. Besides some
things started.

Toda& I needed to do some mending befiore we could make up the
veds,so,after I emptied the five gallon can of pinecle into
bottles,and sorted the washing,and sorted over ea Earrel of rags,
I emptied my big basket of the sheets,pillowcases, towels,napkins,
and cloths for clesaning washbowls etc.eyc. The big thing wes
full,and it holds as much as an ordinary clothesbasket. They are
211 readv for the machine now,and for fear the basket would feel
lonesome I have dumped a lot of stockings that want to be mended

into it. Cottie did some of the machine work and will finish then
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: April 30 1918
Dear Children:

If I zet in another letter in this month of April I shall"have
to hurry". Does that sound like 0ld times when Jack used to call
ocut so many times avdayw-"If you want anything to eat,you'll have
to hurry?" We are wondering what Mey will brihg to us. April was
quite prolific in things of interest to us =zll. First--Will was
at hoéme,Father Mac.and Helen Dean were here and Herbert came home
with his California report on the first day. _
Wiinifred left on the second and Will on the third. I had the Baby
for three weeks. Ve got all of the books packed and much other work
‘done. Your promise to come home is one of the events of the month,
doubly eventful in that it gave us a foundation on which to make
our plans for going West. Then Meme came home,very much better
in health and in spirite. She and Herbert both have a different
outlook on life,more ambition, than they have had for some long
Yime. But laét week brought the assurance of another change that
1s in store for us. But this must not be spocken of to anyone but
each other, Mleme is looking for another little one in September.
I know,it does seem hard for them,but those dear ohildrén learned
such & lesson when Ragx .ean came that they have never once made
themselves unhappy over the continued enlarging of the family.
Herbert said--"It does seenm dreadful,but we dare not say anything,
we could not spare one that we now have,and whet would we do
without this Freddie boy?" They really enjoy each one more than
any that have come before,and now that Herbert has made plans to

be with his boys more it will be more pogssible for little Mame

who would be completely ewamped oth-rwise.
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If he sélls,I hope he will stay over here.

Mame will getAsome of the‘things packed. That is,the books and
dishes,etc. She will get the little things all looked over and done.
She will plan the wardrobes of the children. She will get a sgwing
woman and Mother will help with buttonho les. Then,we will éo,
all of us,Herbert too,about the time you go back to your work.
llame will get a house at the beach with the idea of staying there
all winter. She will go to a hospital at the time of the advent.
She will also look up houses for the rest 6f us. We will be near
together so that when she is sick I will be there to look after the
family. Herbert says he does not know what to do about building.
‘It would be suicidal to tie himslef up so that he will have no
capital for a year or two. It may be that he will look for work and
go easy on all stock,house and barns. If so,it would be better for
them to live at the beach,possibly.

Never before had Mame seemed to feel so dependent upon us and 80
one of us,as she has since coming back from California. I had
noticed her changed attitude and yesterday Ruth spoke of it too.
She speaks differently of the children too. You see,there has been '
a sort of feeling that I cared more for Ruth's children,which was
quite natural. But now that I feel free %o criticise the Penfield
children as if they were my own,they feel my close interest,I
guess,--at any rate it is different,and better.

S0 now,your Hope has a twin in the family. Too bad that you and
yame will not see each other this summer. 8till,your viewpoint will
not be the scme,and perhaps it will be just as well to wait until
a little later,and we will say-&when you come out West to us! You

m”‘ o wo ] oy S ol oL ;
1ght as well begin to plan thaet. You know whatever you plan elways



comes %o pass,in time.

But you will not plan so much work in this new and most inter-
esting resegrch that you will not come here in August? Most surely
not, for«you will do better work for having a two weeks'! change,at
least. One more good visit at Galahad. I should not be quite
reconciled not to have that,l think. The lake is just as beauti-
ful as ever. The birds sing just the same--only better for there
ig a meadowlark here this spring. The first we ever had.

I wish Wilson wee not so partisan--I wish he would be big enough
to drop politics. What do you think of the showing of the Middle
Test on the Liberty Bond sale? Minnespolis district--119 %--And
look at the record of the South. And from the South come all of the
President's appointments---1t does not look right,and it makes me
sick to think so bdz a man should be so small,for he is a big man,
and he is so small in party ways.

Our girls here,play young lady all of the time. Since the Macs.
went away they have more room to spread themselves. Faith has the
room &t the head of the stairs. The other morning,before school,
Ruth knocked on the door and walked in. Faith was sitting before
her mirror powdering her face. Ruth said rub a little off on the
chin,desar,iy is a 1little too thick there. Che was playing she was
a girl at college. But as she is that all of the time she 1is powdere
a1l of the time too--when her face 1ls clean. They are such funny
chickens. '

Oh I am so plessed with the work you have to do this spring and B
summer. Keep me in touch with it all of the time.

Ruth has been having the car painted,getting ready to sell 1%.

Do you remember Siever--or Sliver--Sieverson? He 1s doing the work.
He works as watchman on the bridge all night then comes here 10
paint in the morning from the bridge. Slesps & little while in the
afternoon. He was %alking sbout the war this morning--"Well,I'll
tell you,there is one thing that is coming out of the war--the boys
are finding religion in the trenches." Quite a significant remark
showing how seriously the fact of this war 1s taking hold of us all.

“Good for the new cookbook. Ruth sent for lMayor Mitchell's cook
book and thinks it will be fine.

About my coming East--bless you,I shall have travel enough going
West. There is so much to do here,that it would seem hard to get
away. Solvig has my garden in,but I must do my part in it now. And
the sewing and a thousand other things,and now my new family that
will come & little later--don't you see how hard it would be for
me to get away? On the other hand,if you come home,all of the
family will have the joy of seeing you and yours. You both will be
glad of and need the change from the work you have been doing and
from the heat of the city. Oh this is far the better way. And then,
there will be one more summer visit at Galahad. How I do love this
place,and so do you,Wilder. So I shall only be too glad to have
you spend the money and be excused from spending it myself. Oh yes,
I forgot to speak of the help you will be in getting the last things
done,but that will be no small part of the need for you to come hamg
So come as soon as it would be safe for Helen. I do hopw lrs.Keith
may be able to get that money for you.

What a nice trip the Dorseys gave you. I wish you would tell John
that I am interested in his plans for the next year and hope that
he decides to go on with his work here. It will not be as exciting
but I firmly bvelieve it will be more patriotic.l hope he can see 1t
that way. I am sorry to hear sbout Mamye Finney. More ochildren
in her life would .help her,I am sure.

v @Iagésh I could see the bassinet and the filower boxes. I know how
P énjoying it all.You might pat a jfor me once in a while,

God bless you dears. Mother.
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one else works and I am en'oying myself on the ‘couch.
I am glad that you feel that the week is not well started unles

you have written to me,Helen deer. You are a darling to feel so.
1 shink-it is wonderful that you have not had to resort to tapes
etc. long before this,Helen. Did you not buy & regular maternity
dress? 1t is so much be ter to do so,and 1t is not a waste, for
that dress is the one you will need to wear for some long time
afterwards. You will not get back to your regular dresses for
quite a while. A real maternity dress hes ke better lines than
anything one can meke over. Detter get one right away. Something
dark but cool end serviceable. It will pay you in comfort,and, 7
believe,in money too. Then your pretty dresse will not be all =
strained and horrid looking when you are ready for them.

Good for the bassinnette--my impression is that I have given
that word too many lsttcrs-but never mind, they are perfectly good
letters and you know what I am talking about. Surely you must
pack it later. By the way-lamber costs something. I heard one
say once that a few years ago 1f a man wanted $10.worth of lumbex

he sent a truck--or dray for it. lLater he sent an express wagon-

§?
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end "now a wheelbarrow will do." But today,he would say & good
pair of arms is sufficient,l am sure. What do you think?-the
Tumber for the boxes in which I packed the books cost §33.81
Besides that--the man's work. Why even the nails for those boxes
cost $1.25. I am glad I am not wanting to build a house. &n8x10
would be all one could manage. Well,educatiion comes high these
days. It might pay to unpack and give some more to the soldier
boys and the Hudson library.Or,perhaps sell to John Lind the rag
ran.

We have had two days of really warm summer weather and just the
same people are complaining of the heat that complained o the
continued cold. A cool,or even cold,spring never finds me meking
any complaints,altho I do feel sorry for the trees and garden EXK
stuff that wants to come forth into leaf.

But you cannot keep the dear old pxmxxeriais perenxizls back.
They stick their old noses up out of the ground in spite of cold
or lack of water. When it is time to grow,they grow,though 1t
may be a bit more slowly.

Yes,Ford's hospital does look goo d for you,now--but I shall
not give up all hope that sometime we will 211 be together in
Celifornia. Still,I suppose if you should come out there too,we
would none of us ever get East again. Probably I shall not want
to come,but the rest might want to do so. I wish I had the
money to buy a whole lot of Liberty bonds,enough to give each one
of you enough to be sure that your children would receive the
'education thet was required. Would it not be fun for me? Ever
so much more fun then to wish thaet you had the money. I think I
told you thet there was no might about it that I would send the
money to you that it would cos¥y me to go to your

I do not wonder that you are interested and happy in your work
the need seems to be very grect even greater than I Bad imagined.
1t is all so worth while now,is it not? ;

Eleven thousand men under Paul lMyers--1 do not wonder he did
not relish taking that job. :

We are going up to Herbert's for a little while when the
chicks zet to bed. I wish I felt like writing a whole lot of
letters—-I owe every one again. The trouble is that I write
such very long letters when I write that 1t takes too much
time.-—-And here is Winifred needing so many--and Ray writing a
qard'to say that he had not heard from me since he weas here--oh
dear,and all of the boys in France--oh certainly I am a ver
lazy woman-for I do not want to write at all. éut I am senging
a lot of love to you two----Mother.



swollen,and have been for several days,but no pain. ;hé
headache was on the xxgkk left side entirely. Also, the
joints 6f my fingers,some of them,are sore and swelling.
¥y hip,right side,end often my back give me some trouble,
Do ydu suppose it means a touch of rhumatism? Or is it
all due to the saie cause as the skin trouble--just worn
out nerves? However,it is none of it very bad.

I did not intend to say anythiﬁg about anything unpleas;
ant in this part of the letter,but I have.

It is queer how the cold weather keeps up. Today is
simply glorious. A little fire iﬁ the furnace,but the
sun is so brizht,the gress so green,the leaves are not
coming quite &s fast as they would if it were warmer,but

fast enough tp give great pleasure.

This afternoon Herbert and Mame are to drive to St.
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Now, shall I tell you about what I did yesterday in
; - connection with your thought and love for me? You know
b always‘give & talk before the whole primary school

before the lesson. I thought I would tell them about

mother's day and what it meanstt to me and my boy who was
away from me. But after Mr,Phipps woke up in the morning-
a8 usual-he had forgotten to make any plans for the day
end at the last moment rushed around to get some one

to do something. He decided to have the two schools
together and asked me if I would give a little talk on
the Day. Without thinking‘l said yes 7 would say about

whet I had thought for the other schocl. I woke up yes—

terday with a frightful headache and xaxssgam nausea and
had not been able to get breakfiast. Went to S.S.o0n Asperi:
sc I was in no condition to give much thought to anything
When T got up stairs and saw the ladies there who hagd
sons so far away that no messages could pass betweenthem
that morning,I felt so humbled and it seemed so imperti-
nent to say what had been in my mind. But I prayed that
the right words would be given me,and,as always,I was
not left to myself. The only thing that ssemed to be in
~Amind as I stood there was g great love and sympathy for
all lonely mothers,and a great longing to pass on your
‘message of love to them. ,any of them wiped their eyes,'
and so,dear boy,I am sure your love helped them that day.
When I came home I went to bed,had a good nap,then
werbert and lMame came over and after & good visit with

them I had a little supper in bed and another sleep.

1 zot up at six this morning feeling much better. The
' j=]

queer thing is that my right cheek and eye are much



for the other "homecoming™.lUother used to say-"Why was I
not a millionaire,I can gee go many places where & little
money would help out so much?"--- :

L sewing woman all of this week,then a rest of a week
because of the Woman's club convention,and we must have
two delegates,then another week of a sewing woman. That
will bring us into June. The bulk of the sewing must be
done by that time. Then in June,we must have Cousin
Florence and Helen here for s visit,also lirs.Pace,who is
in £t.Paul now. Also some church picnice,both Presbyteris
and Episcopalien. Mame will get off that month,an@ the
two children will come to us--also,Bertha. Then in July
we must get into the real packing business. Going tn;ough
everything? Why there are so many things. Mother's.mine,
as well as Ruth's &&&“%ha things being used all of the ’
time.There will be some Gelahad things to separate, too.

Is 1t not funny how that tower annoys Wilder? It is not
80 dreadfully bad,either. If it were worse,he would simpl
ignore. it,zs it is it gets on his nerves. :

Oh that pudding--Cottie does not ‘now how much flour
she uses,but she will make it soon and measure it.

I had & letter from Hay yest:rday,beceuse it wes Mobher
Day. He never forgets it either. The way he remembers is
to,some time before the date,put a card calling attention

" to the date where it will be-placed, on his desk on the
PIfper daté. There is the business: man at work.
. Now comes the Red COross drive. It keeps us busy. But it
1s the right way to do it. With a heart full of love,
Mother.
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too. Plezse write out the names of the boys. I cannot
recall them. What do you heer from Chester? was it not
nice that Mary saw them in church?

Helen dear,this letter is for you too,but=1 Qust wrote
Vilder's name at the beginning for the little love-letter
ne wrote me. You will understand. I expect Hollywood is
a delightful place to live in but not for the children. |
They say it is too exciting for them--National City and ©
the movie people are not as wholesome as to be a little
farther eway. It would not affect grown people,of course.
Hollywood is only eight miles from Herbert. Do you know,
I love the thoight of your making a little ceremony of IR
reading of your home letters. To finish the dishes and
nave coffee and home talks together--it 1is delightful. 1t
is akso quite like you two dear children who so love to
play."When we get out to California"--that is becoming
a slogan here---I1 wonder if I can learn to play again?

I think that ies what I have meant when I have spoken
rather hopelessly of having a real home there. It is
beginning to percolate into my inner consciousness that
I have been getting tired of too close confinement and
thinking so seriously of our own work that seems so Very
neceszary. Here we are off by ourselves. For weeks at a
time not a soul ever comes to see us,Yes,months at a
time. The front door is never used. But,out there,espe-
cially if the house is on the ocean frontage, there will
be passersby continuaelly,and possiblp I shall be able to
sit on my porch and reach out and araw some of them close€
to me. Possibly it _is not too late to learn how to play
again. T told Ruth I was g ing to have breakfast on a
trey in my room--fruit and nuts for lunch--and a big,
hearty dinner at four o'clock. After dinner I was going t
+o have coffee served on the porch and ask all of my
neighbors to make thet the gathering plage about five
o'clock each day. the bagan to make objections right
away. But,perhaps it will work out. I expect Vrs.Ereeman
will be with me,but perhaps she will fall in with the
igea all rizht. Three women ought to be able to branch
out and do things their own way---Will would leugh and
say "Put it to a vote,Mother Jean"---without a man Or
school children to comsult. I could serve tea,t00--80
s to call it afternoon tea.

1 was interested in that children's hospital.Poor
1ittle tads,how good of some one to make it possible for
some of them to get well.

Oh by the way--You know the Sommer house that was
puilt up beyond us? Her sister married Dr.Walter Cannon
who is doing research work on ehell shock. You will know
nore than I can tell you sbout him,but she was telling
how he had cured & hopeless case with common baking sods
solution. His claim thet when the muscles have received
s shock they ebsorb ?something,znd the blood.becomes
acid,you will understand and know all about,doubtless, gg
ne has sent things to Hopkins,she says.

ahe is very pleasant and wants to be very neighborly,

1 am SOILTY not to see your very first home, Helen dear,
put it does not seem best,does it? Just as_soon as the
next money Comes in,the first of July,lI will send a

check for your homecoming,l wish I could send some thig






MRS. JEAN JEFFERSON PENFIELD
QoS SLas st
Serraq b,

THE GALAHAD SCHOOL

HuDpsoN, Wis.
Hay 19 1918
Deér Children:

If we did not have the storm lzst night. The really interesting
part of it only lasted a minute of two,but it did twist things
during that minute or two. I had no? been esleep, 1t was getting
recdy to storm,but suddenly things came with a rush. We had the wk
windows closed and locked,but the house began to twist and groan,
not shaking as in an ordinary wind,but im a strange way. Some
locked windows flew open,bupthough the water ceme in at every
little crzck, they were soon cloged again. We saw the poor cow
wes 8till safe and when the worst was over the family went to
sleep. It wes one of my wakeful nights but i did not have any
idea of the expent of the damage. This morning we found two
trees down completely and others denuded of some big braﬁches.

After Ruth left weme telephoned me. They hed scarcely wakened,
but the corcrib had blown over and crushed their fresh milch
cow. She had lain there too nearly strangled to even‘beiiow for
five hours and no one to help her. mhey fear she will die. Barns
were blown down all around them. In Lakeland & big barn dance
wes being held in a barn. 300 people there,but when the rcof blew
in and down on them not a life was lost,though some were hurt.
Jinky Johnson was playing in the band and his face had %o have
seven‘stitohes taken in it and Frank Crane is on crutches. Mr.
Sutherland caught it at both garages. The down town one hed the

front blown completely off,but no cars were injured. The house

-

r,

o

zarage had the roof blown off and down on his new Sedan ¢

Vine street was impassable from the trees. Not a tree left on the

marding Place
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ior a few weeks. A1l we know now is that Mame will be in

the other half of LouiseClark's house at Hermoso beach unti!

time for her to go to the hospital. And that the rest of
us &re going in August and that Winifred will try and get
near us. The vaguest,queerest,surest flitting. Even %he
money proposition ig g gonundrum for us &ll. You need not
be so sure thet I have sent you so much more than it
would have cost me--Add g new gown and "fixings" ?o the
fare that is to be raised %o 35¢ a mile and you will find
1 figured fairly well. Oh I shall not be sorry to have

missed the Baltimore heat,too. That will be worth something

don't you know? You know how I hate to be sticky,Wilder.I
am_sorry for you now.It is still cold and rainy here.

I am not going to Minneapolis tomorrow,Ruth takes over
the five children but Dr.Owen is to be out of town and it

ig wiser to save my carfare. Ruth,Cottie and I will go over

later. This coming week I have promised to stand rezdy to

help Mame wherever she wants me,end that promise has seemed

to make things seem easier to her. Herbert proposed that

he edd Ruth drive his Ford out to Celifornia,they had some
fun discuseing it. That kind of = trip appeals to me as it
élways hes,and he first proposed that I go with him,but

he would need some one to help him drive the car. But I do
not suppose thet it will work out. yeme does not like the

idea at all. But it would be good for Ruth and Herbert to

zet so well acquainted,and it would be = trip that they

would always love to recall. It i s not feasible,I suppose.

I heard of a young couple who did do it a few weeks ago.
God bhless my two desr Beltimore children----Mother

Oh,by the way,I am using Cepsoline on my knee and have
extencded it to the skin spots and it actually seems %o

be doing good work. I rather think your plate mey be at
Yannheimers-Ruth will see tomorrow,and will send it to you
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Ruth wanted to have them feel that they had & part in the
fasting'and praying. They are Very serious over it,énd even'
Bobbie enters into the idez very well.

Being lemorial day I wanted to write you a message of
love. I have just written Elizabeth Freeman from whom I
received the second letter this morning. She is going Fast
for a vieit before going West,and uzrgaret thinks she would
better not make up her mind to stey wigh me for =131 time
until we have tried it out. 2: that is just what I trieg
to say to Elizabeth the last time I wrote her,it looks as
if everything would work out &ll right. Of course, our
knowing so little of what we ere to do mskes that imperstiv
anyway. - It is rather funny,if one wants to look at it
that way,when one senses how we are going so far away
from home. No one of us in the four femilies knows just
what is to héppen. Herbert has a place,but no buildings
on it,and he does not know if it will be wise to put any
building s-on it this year.He does not know if hé will
work his place or rent it and work for some one else, He
does not know where they will live--neither do any of the r
rest of us. We simply know that we are going out in the
neighborhood of Los Angeles. We are going in the worst
month in the year as far as heat is concerned,amd asg far
as 1ts being easy to find a house to live in. All of the
Western people gp to the bezch for that time of year. ye
may have %0 take 'a furnished house in Los Angeles ang wait
until the people come back for school before We can fing
any kind of a place. We will know more about that.when
yyeme gets out there. We will know more where we want tgo g0

znd what we will want after being in the neighb orhoog
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@he Galahad School

HUDSON, WISCONSIN

June 8 1918

. Dear Children:

Oh such weather 2s we do have. Then it begins anything in
th s country it seems “to never know when to stop. Iy impatience
tonight with this everlasting rain comes from the fact that HerBert
took Mame to St.Paul to take the train. They intended to leave at
3.50. About three a terrific thoundershower came--I know how bad it
was because Ruth and I had gone up to Mame's after the two children
and we caught the whole of it. And now,Ruth started out for the mail

(in the box near Sherry's) "between showers"--and after she left it

« J/
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came down in sheets and the Wind blew like the mischief again. It stoped

~after she got in the house again. “erbert and Mame got started sbuut

four o'clock,but the roads will be very bad. I hope he will not try
to come home tonight. Her train leaves at seven. Earnest and Mary

expect to see her before she leaves. Are they not dear, thoughtful

friends? Poor vame wes quite downhearted et going off alone with

_the three children.

I was in hopes to hear from you tonight,sltho ugh I think it would
be rather quick wprk to get.a'letter here before the evening train.
I want to hear all abouﬁ everything, of course.

I am sending you a clipping from the St.Paul paper. If you do not
see why it struck Ruth and me as being quite likely that Wilder Graves
Jr.may be justxsuch a man,I think Helen will understand. He ig quite
likely to inherit 211 of those named quélities. I do not think his
father,or hie mother,either are especially overladen with self esteen,
but barring that,I do not see how he could be other than is represented
in that horoscope. Plezse keep the horoscope for him to see when he

ig & man.
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I think of yoﬁ three so much and am sending you love gll day lorg.
wilder William and jean-are 0 happy to be here at Cealahad. It will
add to Ruth's care a greét éeal but Bertha will soon be here to éo
the cooking.  Ruth will probebly go to Bsyfield some time this
month and will,very likely, take Margaret and Bobbie with her. She

-~

" mey be gone two weeks. I am very much afzzid that Jack will not be

home this sumnmer.

Will expects to go to France before very long taking with him.the
Co.that has just come to him. They are Missourians,so ignorant and
so dirty. But they have the greatest awe'and respect for the captain.

:‘Will wanted to know how I would like the job he has now-'"one of life

or death over other men? It's sort of awful,but one has to say,with a

3
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good deal of unpardonable conceit, 'Well,but if I do not do it,they
may get some officer who can't do it so well". Every little while he
says something that shows he is more and more féeling the solemnity of
his*job". wupe says the men are all loyal and lie believes they W
be good fighters. They have only been half fed. The average wéight of
the company is 144.4%. lAmos King is a caﬁtain and stationed near Porto
Fico. His men have never worn shoes,almost no clothes and do not know
how to use & knife and fork. Imagine how hard it will be for the poor
vfellows'to Jearn to be a soldier. Here is anotner quotation from Will--
nTen't it wonderful? Just to think “that I can have a pert in the
greatest piece of war history that has ever been written, the last (I
hope)zreat stand of the devil's minions here. It is sort of wonderful
when one thinks that I might just be working in a school of something--
and I am tired of that." He spoke of the "dandy letter" from you. But é
even though I am telling you all about Will's letter I am seeing Helen a
and the wonderful baby in my mind's eye,and if you will please kiss f
g

“them both for me,and give my love to the othsr grandmother--1 will

kiss you goodnight. I shell knift and read aloud to Cottie for awhile.

Ruth is studying her S.S.lesson.
Your Mother.

by " e
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The Galahad gx:hnnl

HUDSON, WISCONSIN
June: '13. 1618
Dear Children:
How lovely of you,Helen,to write me a letter giving me my grandson's
first message of love. It, makes me all the more anxidus to have you well

enough to write me a really long,gossipy lettér about him,for I think

€,8
when the poor baby has a father who only sees that his little toe is
long,his nose turns up,his hair silky and brown,his eyes blue and do not
follow each other very well,his mouth large,his appetite enormous and
his temper well developed,it is time that his motkkr,or grandmother,or

some one comes to his rescue and writes a really truthful account of him.

You know bare facts make the poorest,most untruthful of history,and as

a description of such a character as I know my grandson has brought into

. this world with him,it is tragkcal. So get well as soon as possible and

let me know all about him. Is he not a darling? Did you imagine how dear
he would really be? Is it not the most wonderful,beautiful thing that
everrhappened to think that a fresh little living soul has come right into
your love and home? That he belongs to you and that it will not be long
before he begins to love you more than any one else in the world?

Wilder was so tired,and sleepy,and dazed,and thankful,etc.etc.etc.that
I forgive him &ll that he did not say.

Now let me tell you what I have been doing @@z all of this week. I began

on Monday and cleared out the last letter this noon. I brought up a

. bushel,more or less,of o0ld letters to look over,file away or destroy. And

such a job-as it has been. I have lived over the whole.of my life from the
time I was foﬁrteen until today. I rather loved the dear silly girl of
fourteen,but oh deary me,the woman has made so many tragic mistakes. Do
you know, I understand the years of my life and a2ll of its happenings,

now better than I have ever understood before-—-and I am not as well

sgtisfied with what I have done,and left undone,as I could wish to be.
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I am so thankful that David and Paul had the same feelings that I have
had and that they put the feeling into words and left them for me to say
for my relief. "Blecsed is he whose transgression is forgiven,whose sin
covered.
is EmxxXINER Blezsed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniguity-"
And Paul goes é 1ittle farther and says that it is not what we do that
makes us righteocus but fhat through our faith righteousness is imputed to
us,and James backs him up in his statement. So,though one can look back
and: see where one has made drezdful mistekes,if they were done through
ignorance,God will make 1t come out all right and the mistake will be
turned into a blessing and the conéequenoes will not prove disastrous,
after all and the very mistake will become & blessing. It is a wonderful
thing that we have a God of love %o judge us. All‘of that will show you
brought

that the last four days have been days of work that have,a wholly new
point of view to your mother in some waYs,and we hope it will be of great
benefit to her and hers. I guess that is all that you need to know about
it right now. '

This afterncon I have had another rather wmmszanai unusual experience.
I have been out in society. Mrs.Otis King gave a company for her sunt -who
is visiting her. Yes,lMrs.Webster wes there,but for the first time I did
not mind it. I was abie $o talk end laugh and joke and say what I pleased
without being too conscious of her presence and her disapproval. I did not
feel like going at all,I was tired,but the very fact that I knew I must

make a little exertion to make myself agreeable seemed to help.

Now Wilder,I want to talk to Dr.Penfield if you plesse. Of course,now

that you are entitled to the title,you know a heap more than you did.

I expect you will be fully competent to prescribe for any and every 1ll

under the sun. I thought that about your father,and never for a moment
did he let me feel that my confideﬁce was misplaced. I wonder if he ever
felt wholly at sea when I appealed to him. He had an admirable way of
hiding it if he 4id. I told him once it was such a comfort %o ask him

things,for he always answered &s if he knew it all. He really was a

_wonder--in his ready answers. A mighty good quality in a physician. Of !
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The Galahad Sichool

HUDSON, WISCONSIN

course, later,when others have asked hard questions I have seen him coolly

wgive a definite--seemingly--answer,and then go home and study over it.He

knew how to leave the proper loophole.
Dr.K.says that a1l my troubie is due to worn out nerves. I am quite sure

that he is right,but he hes not paid much attention to the pain in my

kn<e. Of course,it is getting much worse and I hxee not been back to him

to emphasize the need of helping me to get over my present annoyance,so I

doinot feel that he is in any to blame for not paying more attention to

it. The swelling in my eyes is lessened,but that knee. Whenj§wist it a
little bit it almost make me scream out it huts so .much. The pain has in
some way been a familiar pain that I could not quite place,until last night
after I had had quite a nervous tension over some of the letters,it was

especially bad,and of a sudden a pein ran down the nerves in my arm--and it

~Was located,was recognized as an old enemy. The old neuritis pain of years

ago. Then I said--of course,that pain is just like the nerve being stretched
too far and hard. It is named,I know the cecuse,but the cure? I have two
months of work ahead of me that no one can do but mpself. I will take it

as easy as I qan,I will lie down as much as I can,I will try not %o over-

do in any way,but complete rest,until I get settled in California is not
possible,so do not suggest it. I am rubbing it hard with capsoline,the

skin trouble is slowly getting better under that rubbing,but this other

.’does not seem to respond as I wish it would. It is hard to get up on my

feet,when I am once up and straightened out I do not feel the pain,very
much. When L turn in bed at night I have to be the most cazeeful. Heve you
any suggestions to offer Dr?.b Do not feel sorry for me,or scold-me,or

telkl me to do anything impossible. My feelings are going to be racked, and
there is no help for it. I am breaking up my home and beginning a new lifen
and; the burying of the dead will have to take place and will be atitended

by some proper and unavoidable stirring up of the feelings. The coming
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weeks are bound %o make some impression on nef%es that have but little
powsrrto react. My life can be very ﬁell divided into three distinct
and separate parﬁs; Twenty years of'girlhood,twenty years of wifehood and

twenty years with the young people,the children. I am sixty years old-

and am saying gdodby to the ﬁast sixty years. Please do not understand

that
from all of that,I am unhappy OVer it. I am looking forward with much

hope and pleasure to what the next twenty vears will bring to me in the
way of interest. But these stretched nerves wont stand much without

proteﬁting. If they were as they should be,if they had not been mistreated,

o~ it would be an episode in my life,only.

1 wanted to write to Winifred and Will tonight,but 1t is too late.

~Afber comln, home from Mrs. King's Ruth end I went up to Mrs.Somers and

spent the evening. L& st evening we went down and called on Mrs. Mcﬁnnkle
and Mrs.John. We are getting quite giddy,you see. I told Ruth that we
must go out many evenings and see our friends,but she said--"Oh it will

make it that much harder to say goodby to them‘if we begin to see them

“again." Now what do you think of that? Oh,%o go back to the letters—-I

deétroyed bushels of them,but I filed all of yours. They will make a bit
of history for you later. I did not read them over,now,because I could do
that some other time. But the hundreds of Ray's that went into the discard.
I kept out certaln ones just as 1andmarks.When we first began to write,
when he first began to call me mother,when Galeshad opened,when he told
me about his engagement,his wedding, the going into the new home abc.

Some of Ruth's and Herbert's mark some bit of history,and they are all
filed and marked aﬁd ready to be packed when I can get the box mended.
A big work finished. The cartoons and the pictures are shead of me. It
will probably tzke the better part of next week for them.

_hexen must be worn out if you give her this long letter to read all at

once. Better teke it in relays,VW lcer boy. Please each one of you give

Wilder Graves Junior a hug end kiss and & little special pettging for his

grandmother Je&an. And do that every day until I can do it for myself.
Yours with much love,
Mother

-
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