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June 11 1917 
~Y dear Children: 

I have written a long letter to R y enclosing a fin .. nci r1 .. 1 stJ.t ment of Gal,~had' s condi t .. on, and a long letter to the Lenroots aekin~ for Jr.Lenroot'e influence to ~et commissions fo:r the two soldier boys. It is quite generally unjerstood at Fort 8nelling that political "lull" will hel much in getting hat you want. Indded the cttpta.in hs .. s hinted several times that if they wanted to be sure of getting what they want \) they s'1ould begin to work for it through their friends . Will ~ , wants a captaincy, unless commissions are 'being given for ~ .1ajors. He thinks as reg· rda age,ability etc. he can fill that .-.[ ~ position c s ';ell s the othe!.'a there. Jack wants to be Major ~ in the guarJa of one of the new regiments being formed)or else a captain in the regular army. 
~ I do not like to call on my frienis for help very much, but '11 I guess it must be done some times,and perhaps this is one of m the times. 1 HerbP.rt i6 taking h's vacation on the farm. The family who were there are havinG a week's vacatmon and so Herbert elected l to t ke his at the same time so he could get into the work , good and hard. ~eror;e sta~rs out there with him,delivers the milk anl does the cooking • He be~ins to get breakfast when ~ Her~e~t first woes out to milk,it takes him something more ~ than an hour to milk and a good full half hour to rut it in 

~ !~ea b~~~;:s u:~~i~;:~~d h~h~0~~~f!~· n~~-~!11 n~h~~c~~ :~~u~~1~e .vere ~~ he Q.t home. "'ut -Trer'lert is lookine better already. I do not believe he is getti~g enough exercise as a usual thing. Little Ruth MacQu~rrie was christened yesterday--children's 

~
1 1 Jay in chul·vh. She did look so sweet an:l dear. Oh, I forgot to s y that ~hile Herbert as on the f rm I am staying all night with Hame. I am not getting alone; very fast with my work out here but I am getting ac uainted with ·trne ani the ch'ldren. 1 """'~ Sleep? well I am drunk with sleep almost all of the time. ;j Sleep all night~ do not want to get up in the morning, read'jr to 

0 0 to bed at night in the pink room you slept in,lilder,and ~ ready to take naps durint, the day 1hen I can do so. j ~ ~ill came home S turday after a four hour walk and drill. ~ He ent out with the axe and cut down and hauled off that tree ~ ~ that had fallen on the othe_ big tree. Did it all alone, it 1 as ~ ~ very he vy work,and seemed to really enjoy it. He is so fit physically that it is a joy to be n~ar him. He radiates good . j health. 
Thines are e;oine pretty vell he,.e. I:r Ha,ren wants Galahad to go into bankru .. tcy. It sounds like asking a eo le to apply 

the outcome. 
I transplanted t ent~r-five tomato pl~nts this morning it s~ems zood to be in the garden again,but I do not stay lone. 1 Mr.Mister did not screw the typewriter into the box so it ~d g~t some knockine; and I cannot use it until a man comes over to '-~ f1x it up. Tr'e express came all right ex.Je~t that some thine;s ~ th t were t be sent by freicht \ere sent by express. 



' J-"'" Shall I tell you some other Bal timo ·e mistake a? The cashier ~,_...,l"' 
maie a mistake and I should have left ·t';zso. instead of :~160. 
to cover the checks. He gave me the return check of the one 
I made out t::: you and did not put it in the bank book. He told 
me he had all of the checks except ·four, so he did,but as the 
bankbook did not have that one in he made some wrong figures 
and I hC~.d to telegraph them some money. 

A bill of :~;3.26 has come from the Medical Sta.n<fard Fook Co. 
I will send a check for it. Some othe_r:· mail has come that I 
\Yill forward. 
Wednesday 
fR~a~xy afternoon--

It s '"lema rather queer th:~ t I have not had time to fini eh 
this letter but that is the way things have gone. I ~as inter
rupted .don~lay. Yeste.:·day morning I koed potatoes all the morn
ing1rested etc.and tyent to Mrs.Jensch's at three o'clock for 
-~n d.fternoon rarty. Took my knitting, of cou~·ae. We had a most 
delightful time. Then up to :'Lame's. T1ii~ morning I hoed 11otatoea 
for three hou:.s and haYe been resting since. The akin trouble 
is growing ~oree,but I have t~ken but litt!e exerc:ee for the 
l1st two years,now I will take a course of exercises that will 
heat up my blood and see what effect it ,,.,.ill haYe after a few 
week's trial. I am so p~·oucl of St'l.ying "I hoed potatoes" with 
out making my back ache that I presume you ¥Yill hear it often. 

I hari the enclosed letter from Aunt Clara.; I •v:te rather 
troubled 9,nd was about ··e dy to w:ri te li:r. l=lartle t t to see if 
you did finally get off when Helen's letter c".me tod·1..y. I had 
heard that Mrs.~ermott hai a letter from Wilier and he said 
no thing a 1)out any trouble so far as I could learn so I did not 
telephone her about this letter as there eeeriJed to Of ..... 1~ed 
to worry her unnecessarily. I will try anj take the~ ~e~tea 
to her this evening. 

Jack, ·nnirred, Scottie and I plan to go to St.Paul in 
the Ford tomo~row if it ie pleasant. Of cou~se that means that 
we will go to Fort Snelling :oo. I h~ve very little sho~ping to 
do, ho•Ye ,rer. 

The class picture ca.me safely. I do not suppose that 
you want it sent to France do you7 Jean ~as hA~e all d~y 
yeste~lay and Patty is ha~ine her innings today. I have got to 
arra.n;e some•·ray to h"" .. ve the nenfield Child ':'en out o f+.en, but it 
·,yill t.s..ke some managing as the ·e J.re some fev.!_ chil:l:-en h•~ e 
now. We will ma.ke the I.:'Ol.OSi tion that Her')ert e..n1 ::ame will 
come out with them on Sunday afternoons--t;ha.t is when th"'ly 
want most to eo:. e--rtnd bring their picnic supper. All of the 
parents will be e~pected to be on hani to look after the child
ren when they E£0 in swinming, and play with them. The:r arar too 
h:ud for one or two to manage. George and WiLler, especially~ 
nJed a firm hand and much watching. Then the children will 
have their supper in the play house,unle s one gets unruly whm 
he will h~we to ea. t 'id th the oller one a. Then some evening 
during the week we will ask the Penfielda)old and young,to 
bring thier supper- out for another play time. Jack would like 
to ma.ke it a time long to be remembered by all of the chil<!ren. 
He will p ~~olntbly be he.r:e a month lancer. 

I am hoping it is more quiet on the sea today than it 
js here. The wind has not let up for two days and is getting 

1NO!:'se as the aun nears the setting this afternoon. Kiss each 
othel' for me~and do that every night and mo-··ning. 

Loving you uery muoh, •.r t 
"".o her. 

!'a..--~---

<$!(! ' 
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June 15 1917 
'1ear Children: 

rr ie letter from Dr. '""lake nd from •• r.Clp•ietie I am 

sendin~ to you,but I took the liberty of rea ing thAm first. 

:t helped us to knor ho' tl in. a would ~e !or you when you 

re ched Paris and >vas a comfort to us all. I ead them to ·:re . 

Kermott as I do everrthing th t •JomeG to hand. Aunt Clara 

sent me the lecter you sent ~r.Lenroot so that we know what 

it ~ a that t.~ou:;led you at the 1 et mon en t and how it ~ras 

fixed u . Too bad that your last hou s in the United ctatee 

~ere eo annoying. We are eo delighted that Belen can be in 

the same hoepi tal and at work. Y,.e know that you :vill be 

E::trneet came eve~ toni ht,eohool ie oYe.c,hie lie nee ie 

in hie • ooket,he has on his bra1 1 ne" suit, hie f oe is ·rreathad 

in arrilee, c>.nd he a-:':1-rts for .Teeni:l.h tor: o ,.,..ow. The teachers gave 

hirr a be mtifu.l cut Ll ea vc ee .n:i he has that here .i th h:i • 

. ilC.er I ho )e you "".re havinG the moat eautiful time going 

over on the oat bee use JOU h d nest hu·ried nx:oue time 

rit..ht u to the last moment of your going. I g.oan 'then I thimk 

of tr.e l::..st aye in F 1 tir1 o e. 1 ou had no fun in 1 .nn5.ng 

for the £reat event. 

Yet day the rinJ • ae blowing a ualP.,:=tnd a cold wind 

t thatj':)ut J ck1 .. inif· d,El'za eth and Faith and I went to 

St.P::l.ul in the ..... ar. .e stoiped under the trees and ate our 

lunch,then se arated, Iter ettin6 out at Field's and checking 

the . · pe, to do shor ~ing. Tben the chi la.' ren an·'l I """n+ t .,.],., l . .,... ~ o lllue 

Pilent Jrama--I h d so l'ttle sn' oi. 1'n t o do-- ~nd met the 



other two,with WillJat half past four. T~en we went out to 

Fort Snell ing P .... nd saw them drill and "net rea i;". Then we had 

supper and came home getting here at eight-thirty. Tired but 

warm and happy. 

Today I joined the Ped Cross and a.m entitled to wear the 

~in. I bought a Liberty Loan and am entitled to we~~ the 

button. I shall soon be pr01.Jerly ciecora.ted. Since coming 

home I haYe bour;ht six and one half pounds of gJ:ay yarn, and 

am pretty nearly ready to set to solid work. I am the busie~ 

thing th·'tt ever wa .. s right now. Eight hours and a half I have 

hoed potatoes and nine rows are left out of the thL·ty-two. 

The president of the Soo line has written to the papers to 

have them urge :r:-eople to buy their coal right a\v~y as he fenB'B 

transrortation trouble in the winter. He says that half the 

peor,le do not know there i.!!_ any war. 

T~ere seeffie to be a dearth of nAws every one is busy, 

too busy to talk much. Herbert has been trying to impress on 

my mind that I have some ee~reral thousand of debts to get 

straightened out, and rro"ba.bly he •dll succeed in making !!le 

understand. that retrenchment must be constantly in my waking 

and slee:t.: ing thoughts. 'T'he falY!ily he i'e htwe ma.de u~ a budget 

of exi(:mses and each one of tEe three families will rut into 

the budget the same amount of money. As the girls will do all 

of the ordering I shall not be so much tempted to get luxu-~ies. 
f' .r~·'t.:."lkl" 

So :lease think of mother as eayine; goodby to all the fun of 

getting things for the ma~y children. I think in rP-nnies 

from now on and not in dollars. I will lay in a supply of 

postage stamre be_fore the lid goes down. I shall write on 

G:1.la.had paper for the next dozen years>r:.ropably. What a 

foolish rambling L.oodfornothing letter it is--but I love you 

dears. God ·~less and. keer: you. 
Mother. 
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June 21 1917 
,ear Child-ren: 

He.ce it is o\rer two weeks since you left and ~e ha~re 

not had that long lookecl for cable yet. The ~:innea1 olis 
Journal of muesday--~his is Thurstay evening-- said that 
an American Am'..~ulance Co h~J arrived in Paris and that 
· •• H. 1ran'er'Jilt hai come on tr.e same bot. \"e ir-a;ine that 

.s the lJo1. t you :;re on as Helcn1 for '-una tely for our :re ace 
ot rr.ini, i:i th:lt ~~r.·,~rtl~tt told her that the ~r nder' ilta 
~ere on the:~. t boat. c•c ' e are laying the non-'3., e r ::..Je of 
th~ o~Jle telling of your safe arrival to the censor. ~t 

is quite likely th t ~rou .ere not able to een1 word from the 
port of entry 'ut surely they vould not~ ~ect after your 
a ·i· 1 in ~ranee ould they? ·hope you ha"e had no ~rouble 
in fteaonine your destin tion. 

T'1e ''e-.: Croas ~re t;i vi -1~ a d:tn.:::e i'or the r ;oml- ::1.ny here 
ton:t_,'1t. Of cou '8e our four youn_, people a,.·e going. "ottie 
.... nd H zel at· y \:i t:C the children here :1.n l I go down to st y 
1itr the nenfielf ohil~ren. T~e ?ed Cross drire ie on this 

week. 3~ison ~ ised 7~0. and e feel tha~ is pretty gool 
for conserv"'.~ive half- w-1-ke old Hudson. 'l'':e Li' ~r~y Loan is -r;. 

just fi!lished, the _¥t~.tio 1 ,.. e · Croes thiF.! week, next 'leek \ill 
be recruitine; eek for the .regular army. Fach eek eems to 
h ve its own exci ti:1g 'tark. 

It is ui:e ce~tain that Jack is to bJ tranarerred to 
one of the new .reg~nenta th t re oeing formed as ea tain of 
a com~any. The ~ommiasion hds not come s yPt but ~en r 1 
F lloY. y ~as ma.de the definite s:a ten ent to r:aj or Bur ton that 



suoh was the plan. :ro one knows when they vvill move to 
Camp Douglas. 

. Her')e:ct ll::ts :finally decided th.a.t t.l:ley must move out to 
the farm a.g.;l.in in Septe::11ber. No one seems to be able to take 
care of things as he does himself. ~:re will pro1Ja,1)ly sell all 
'out two cows, sell off some of t11e machinery, close up the big 
barn,and come down to "chor"es" instead of the milk route etc. 
He will then buy a Ford---and how· that rnakes me grin, do you 
recall the many slurring remarks on the Fords? Mame sai.d once 
"Well I wouldn't have a Ford I would rather go without until 
I could ha Ye a real car." :•ut Et:fte r. all a ~·or cl is not so l::;ai 
when one iVants to :ciet al:;out in a hu·:·ry. I hate to think of 
her out there again,but still I believe it is beet for the 
boys and for Herbert too. 

Wini:t'red Yient to Tabv:=j,ukee f'unJa.y nie;ht to see Helen and 
Helen went to Neenah ·.vi th her to attenJ En1est · e we~:cting. 
\':i nifr.e..::l will 1::;e hom.e tomo"o:>row mo:r::-1ing. Huth has h~t..:l the seven 
chillren hut she is a ho~t in _tn~t line. I ad~ire her more 
and more e•re1·y :ay. It is her month for the cookine; etc. a.Ii 
she is doing ,-ery well indefld. Elizabeth is going to be a 
re::.l cook. Phe is 1'iilling to attempt any o...nd eirerything, and. 
:is almost always successful. Faith likes to help mother and 
try to cook too, t>ut I ne1re:c hear of Margaret doing anything 
of the kind. ~ut she knoY.rs where every bird nest ie,and there 
is not a weed to be seen in her garden. 

Faith ha·i a birth b,:r Sunday and the children a.greej that 
it w.a Faith's Jay. She waa the harpiest little fairy child 
all day long. The~' have the "Ingelow" all fixe . .1 up now. It 
has curtains and rugs and all the necessary dishes for all 
twelve chiliren. They have supper out there very often. They 
uo so mucn o!· tne prera.~·ation that i:s::t it is no trouble for 
the c;2.·o'm 1~eople and then we ha,·e the most delightful quiet 
supper in tile house. ;·;e are trying to make the Penl2.elde see 
that t.n.ey should come out here with the:r childre:1 twice a 
week. Once on Sunda:r and on..Je for a sw-im and supr-er in the 
midlle of the week. They have not thot of planning those 
tr-.:;s. ts for the chil L·en and it seems quite an ertort :for 
tnem. Hut it makes it too hard for thern out here to hatre hhe 
four extra onee.lively as they are,without the parents to 
ouro them. :1aP~e looks so puzzled when ?11th says how simple 
the n:e,::.ls are and that the chiliTen set thei own tables and 
wash the i.c own disnee etc. :~..:.me is or~ly used, 'l..S I ha-re been, 
to m8.ke ·6:rea. t p ':',...pp~ra tions :ror a picnic euprer,' ut Ruth :md 
';inifre..l make fun of :it i''.stead of a bur:Jen. 

Did I tell you t~e"e are 3.193 rotate l~nts out in the 
g3,rien? Think that will supply the family? And oh hut they do 
look fine. I w:t.s thinnin,::: out the be-tns toJ-:ty. It breaks my 
thrirty heart to ha'Te to pull tnem up and waste them ai!id I 
did transplant a fe;. I doubt if they live and it took some 
time but I learned a lesson. I lecl.riled why ws 2\re ha.,.ring this 
1re~dful war. Those beans that were pulJel up were just a e 
good ~e thoee that were left.but for the good of the beans 
wo.:ld it ''L'l.S neoe :sary that some should be S3.criticed. Some 
g~ve their lives for best good of tne rest. ~ow take that as 
a text and ·~rPl'.' it as I did. Is it a dre::~.J:ru::.. th2.ng to 
offer oneself as such a sac:ci!'i-::e? Jack exrects that he will 
be killed in France. ~e has fully made ur hie mind to that, 
~nd. the W~!'~t of it is t~1at he insists on -r::uth·s believin 
:.. t too. bu 1, I arn not go1ng to gossip any more but stop aRcl 
go to knitting al tho it ie t· ·me. for them to be re:J. 'y to 
;z;o to the p~1.rty. God love you dears, ::~.nd wrj_ te often. 

~~1oth er 
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'"' .1r Ohildre .. : 

It ~ be n lo g. e ry for letter fro~ 
:'oU t tic. ~ u s i.i led "'ou~· rvee'-e y .n1 '"'t • wo.,.d ~·rorr: 
yo:.1 ex::ept -4;he el yed c : le .:'i c you · td . ri v~d sa fel'". 
I m not o ryi ~ t 11 a I kno· ~h ~ you h we w~it~en nd 
o r.ot fetr ~ tl. t 11 is ·ell 5-th you,' ·t I rn L';i~5 
it hUnc ry ror :r.ess i;Je. 

Y c -: r" •r 1 the , Jcount of the .tt'ourth of Jul.r aral 
in ,.., rie and ... desorib .1 h t you r.. -~elen h d see .1. t'1 t d. y 
to the f rily ~ere. I could not g.t f r ~efore the e~cited 

:.L...,<;io .s s to ,hether I :t::J.d .reoe: -'3..1 lette c t'ro. you 'nta:-
u e, mhe • e~e d~s. Oi~t~d hen 6 i T ead 1~ :v Lhe 

'Je Yo k '''.:rr. a-:.., 1... hy? ~·or you ob ' ly ··id see tl.e . ra e 
of rrerio~n sol !e·s,~rlese you e e ~e~t ~oo closely in th~ 
hog~ it 1. 

· h "'; n IS -hall T tell •rou? ' e ke p e"t";y closel r t non::e 
. n r.e1.~ re exci ~::.. ._, thin0 e. old ·uou a,..,out he ~t. '~'"'loon 
t ·~ ... a. J en~h · ·~ut .o ' 1 v did not sa an ·thir.'"" out anotha

on~ ~t. re.~ .·ell'RT-to ·eet rs.~l ~11. T s~ .ose you h v 
been t' 1 se•rer3.l times .hat she · s goinu to le "e L".ldeon? 

t seemt> 'es-t o th' t ".r. '\ .... rr has hie ne•. :fe. T do not think 
he is rv-~,:ly ha y • out oing, nd ti dean will miss ter ~rery 

.. lUO h i .,ie .... d • 
I s. er.t nether il.tterYJ.oon t "re. nhi.. s · Thurs." ay, a. 1in 

to meet . :3 ..... 1• ell. "he su ... · .. ise of the fternoon · s in 
in~ :ra."urnlw~ ho c , e th t ~orning. -e h~ suJh a ood 

isitinu ith the old crovd,~ne tried ani ~roved-true 
:rr· .n s of n ..... ny yeu.re. · e ::ne lwa:'s in r' '; to br' nt our 
knittin~, J the on ho is .o kin~ on nything 'ut thin~s f~· 
the rm~ is t;itted nd c it:cised. rs.C ~ell s the only 
one ho s knitti~v ool. lo ly s e ter for 

r nd" u hter nJ ~ 
rs. e eter 'e ut tle e 1 of th. knittin~ 'e rtment or 

te urose n commi t e of th,.. 'e 'Jut s'1e · e chai rrra n • 
. inifred ·s one of the comMit~ne. ~he oes not ry~nt to accept 
the socks T ru.ke ·ecause the ri"' i .g t the to .. is four inches 
:nste i of five, lthough .,.. e explain~d th t the request 
c~ e to the r ltimo e eo~iety to m ke them that ength. qhe is 
the su erio~ o1"fioer n:i I must nee e ow to her commands--
but •e~e- in her 1 ce.~ • ~the circume~ noes I would accept 
_!:IlY_t4_illu.. ratter than"retucn · ith th nks." Of oouree she aid 
"'Ot tell me herself- he sent wo by .·rr.. Yoe . Po 1 ueer e 
un-n bei •us a e-so e~imee. ut :f ne -d~uarters should send 

ck o that four inJhes is ~f.rr d - rn on"erin~ if I 
ahoul: h ve ~he ~r ce to keep still .d not even s~ile. - ho~ 
I ould,l;ut .,.. b e . ot much oonfi · ."')" i:, "-}', .lf 'or '"J:e old 
• · m seems 1 re-':;ty intimate i th m. 4~~c~·-. tl4 ~ 

e rece · n" an invit tion .e '~. ~-<r "o "::.t;en· illif.Uli g,ll[gs 
C~~et r's wej ing thie ~t r oon t ~o·r o'clock. ~am sending 
1 tele rdrr. of .on ratul tion. I m fairly consumed with 
cur·osity to know ~hat hash ppenel to chan e his plane. ~eing 
on atur'ay he evi ently has sho~t leave -~om o ~ h.rijan. 



How many ,1uestione I wish T coul·i get anewe ('eJ. ":)ut over and 
aboYe the curiosity I am so glad for them,es1ecia.lly for him. 
A.n ope and prd.y that she loves him a.s he does her.He is 
such a dear,fine fellow. 

Jack. went twa.~r on the third and we do not know when he will 
oe back. ne ,took ~am 0lau.::;ht~r with him and they are making a. 
tou1· of me<.ny to·lme t lking up the necessity of enlistment and 
explaining all the ma.ny things some of the small to'.'7ns ha~re 
not yet understood. I told you that he has been p1·omiaed a 
commission of Ca.pta1n by General Hello. ay, but it has not come "JlB 
yet. P2·oba.l)ly not until the troops are c" lled to Camp Dou_Jaa. 
The men in the comr- ny here o.re desolate when t':ley he r that 
he is to leaYe them. 'T'hey do not like Car l~, in ~:ing <:tnd ;geel 
thtl. t it is to be a '_·eadful thing to lose Jack. T t will be 
easier for Jack to go into a new company,he thinks. 

~ill comes home once a week,he is looki:s fine and does 
enjoy the work so much. Fe grew .uite thin but is now getting 
he ier altho ther.e is no surplus flesh anywhere. I hope he 
5 eta 9. comr-1ission .. nd will be placed some·•here for the winte,... 
so tllcot 'i"'init·red can be 1Vi th hin~. I thin}: it is almost harder 
t·or her t~1 tn i"or the majority of wives bec~1.use she feels so very 
de enJ.ent upon hil"l :for her ability to meet life and its Many 
pro'oler o. 

The Penfields oome ouer twice a week. It has b~en deci~ed 
tn .... ~.t 0"1 Sunday, c;,nd any other day oasible, it is · etter to have 
them come to dinnej~ in the middle of the day instead of a.t 
nic,ht bee a.use the chil-iren play better if deinneJ~ comes first 
and besides it is easie!' for :J:1ame to get home in time to put 
li'rederick to bed on titr:.:. 0 0 ~: me brin.;s the meat and we 
furnish the rest of the food. Fourth of July we had. a good 
time. :~o powder in any form as President Wilson requested, 
but we zave our .vhole time tothe chillren. 'T'he~r had their 
dinner on the lawn first,thon we ol1er ones sat down together 
and had a good time in quiet and eace. After all so-ts of 
playing the children went in bathing and th~n came into the 
house :t·or little singing and I told them~ some stories of 
the Re ~olution:~ry war and r ad others and Wini:rred cave the 
Ride of P al 'R.e,~ere 'nd ga' e the local color that made it 
mo .e interestin.;; bee use she, had seen all of the pl ces. All 
of rr:y a to ~"ies oa~e ft>om my his to "'Y of .llmerica. told in romance
so you see I a!!: bee;i nni ng to be more gla ~l that I invested 
th t ~75. :rot t.i1<.1 t set of hi a·t..o -y. The children enj eyed it eo 
much that we are to ha·re some more history after each time of 
':l1.~ning. 

lt is rathe··~ in-'-er'"atine; to see hoP"history repe<tta itself" 
w1a.shin;:;ton had just such a time aa hilson ie ha,iing. 'T'he fight 
against e;ivi""~ the arr'JY "too much power" at that time is "Very 
like the fight against givi:ng one man "too r:uch power. 11 The 
cri tici eras of 17asnington bee use he w a so slow and waited so 
lon~ in orJer to get fully ready,is very lik. criticjsms of 
the administrdtion today. Hu an natu~e does not change much 
except in:.::Uvidu::i.lly. Je,"1lo1..:4sy and greed were the gre vtest foes 
to fight then :\S they are todc. y. The coming of the .F'rench 
troops tnen •ere Yery like the coming of the American troops 
in !''ranee today. The se> ... me feelings of relief and happiness 
a ... e 'being repe"1ted in .il'ranoe today ,.~e were felt in Jimerica in 
in 18th.oentury. I have been learning some lessons in the 
garden. .,..,a-.;h plant must be treated as an individual or pulled 
up for the benefit of the vegetable vmrld. The rows are crowa~·J 
no'le are doing '~·ell-the ana ·er? Either pl nts must be ulled 



come from you today. I are so anxious to hear about the work 
you are both doin~. After readin~ ".Mise GreAnhorn "'OP. U"~"~ing! 
in the Poet, I ~m '"On "in"" how Fel'3n e;P.te alon . ('o '-'"' r~r} 

MR , JEAN JEFFERSON PEN FIELD near you Jea.ra. ,... ... ~· .nd ·r.' AC· scnio \.re 
here today. THE GALAHAD ~CHOOL S~ 
"ith love, .o~h, HUDSON,WIS. 

ulled up and jeetroyed and so make it possible for the rest 
to come to full m turity,or else each pl nt must be taken u 
car~fully ·nd put in u new environment nd given a chance to 
levelope. Of course the transplanted plants ~e~er grow uite 
a fast · s the ones that re not disturbed-- t first, t leas~ 

So--this war--are men being pulled up and destroyed to make tne 
envirol1JY!ent 'be~ter for the ones left? Is it to give the world 
a ~etter eh n~e? ;~at we le rn>ir it is not possible to have 
the environment needej for each indivi"u 1 in this whole 
:vorld from birth, Jh t the uhole world must treat each m n as 
an ind:~ Ju~l and ITake it possible for him to ha·e his cnance 
to ~row? Shall e get into closer relatione with e~~h other 
bi'3-Jause o~ this 3.Wful calamity,and will e really fight :or 
liberty for the indiv" u 1 a ·ell as or the liberty for the 
n_tions? Or will re for ~t ~hen the· fight is over? for ing 
·n the g~rden is orlierrul thing,my d.ar. 

Cottie has picked 87 uarts of strawbe~riea eo f~r,o~ has 
caused to h ,re pic~ed. The little gi .. ls h ·e helped sorre-+;ime 
This mornin3 -liza"Jeth and I are to pick currants--eo good by 
for the resent. 

Sunday mornin._,: 
I:lizabeth and I icked 10 quarts of cllrr nte and 

she votel it much har~er pickin._, th n straw' erries • eoa~ae 
they .ere eo much am ller. L::.ttle Rutt ''helped." too. ~he ie 
the de rest,friendlieat,ffiost winsome little maiden. She likes 
e rery body nd is certain that ever~ ody li~ea her. Eliz beth 
i 1evoted to her nd Dutt wil: take much from her ~eeli .g tha~ 
1~ 1s 11 i ht. Yet ith 11 her lova~lenees she has the ~oat 
e tern~i red i J of her own---mo .; eo th ~ ha,-e the bo:rs, r er 

mo ~her sa:r . ~ nose same boys h ,,e been a 1 uzzle to me. I 
tri j to look _ t.~r Billy t the table, ut 'less ~re u. , .. ouJj 
not :et me touch him. Jo~ has al· ~s • een a littl ii tant 
in his m nner but now h~ is eittin~ be ide me and e are fast 
becomin0 the ~est of frienia,· ~t~r areally ietermined wooing 
on my part. Sensitive little John. I think it hurts him to ee 
corrected in public and nov he and I hare little priv te hints 
and jokes bet •een ourselves . .,.,uttin.., on the narkin is one of 
th"'m, elbo vs on the table is another of them. Graclually t'ini!·red 
is le r ... inJ to .forget tll t ~-:-ohn ie at the taole,for he is a 
r•~cl.l 1 it tle gentlem n when he forbe ts himself. 

To go ba~k to the currants--iarmie came to help ue.after 
she had weeled nd fussed •ith her clean little garden. As 
a picker of currants she was not a sucoesr:J, ·)ut as an enterta:her 
she wae charming. She saw nd named every bird: that came within 
s~eing diet nee. She saP every worm and. counted how many ahe 
had seen. She knew how m ny currants there were on a stem and 
how many stems on a branch. Qut Eliz'1.bth,tte littibe girl 1ho 
h:t.s alw~ys ha such hard times to con0entrate on anything for 
more th n minute or tW0 1 just ke j'. on 'iok::.ng e"'ren when I 

e called a 1ay to greet :!rs. T. J;. ":illi me (She sent a. grectirg 
to you) ~o Eli7.a~eth is really grovine up. 

Perh ps you · uld be interested in another happenjn"' of 
yeste .. 1ay. ('eo _,e and 1ilder and ~·:..m Jaench came o'rer t~ 0 in 
s imming. George left his clothes etre~n ~11 over the ast 



entrance and when he came back to dress he founl them all 
tied in knots. co.'t.m dressed anJ. ''(~t JlQ.me. As the boys had bee.n 
building several fires and one that Huth had had quite a atrug-
Q put out as it had ca.ught in the grass and ·.vas running 
ur:. l-he bank,I went out to have a heart to heart taltk with my g;x 
grand sons. I foubd Geor;;se sitting elm the steps alone t:··ying 
to untie the hard knots. He e~id Elizabeth had done it. I took 
a hand in helping him. After he was dressed I saw him dov·n at 
the clothesline tie in.; up the swimming sui ta there. I ~~ent out 
and stopped him. He untied the knots he had made but I s w by 
the droop of his shoulders that he was not ha.ppy in doing it. 
I went to him and :pu,,:t my arms around him ''tnd---well, he had been 
annoyed,. found fault with and "Cliza.beth had been protected and 
the feeling of i~justice in his hot little heart I understood 
ex_~.ctly h•tving been through with the e~ .. me feelings in my o·wn 
heart and with the -~·oy 's uncl·e Wilder. So ~s: I talked to him 
bile his eyes flM.shed and his chest he.wed. '";:uth c~1.me out :'\nd 

scolded Elizabeth--all the children had gathered on the scene 
by then--an:l then we found th;l. t John had been in it too. 
George B<l.id "John is all right he came and offered to help me 
untie them~ ~11 of a au;lcleb Eli za.bth 0ave a mich ty sob .1.nd 
rushed up a.n thre i her al'rus arou:n~..l him and said "! am sorry I 
did that Gebn~e 11 • Then both of them i':ere in my arms and we all 
got to laughing before lon.;;. Later in the day Faith let out 
mo e of the story--It was Sa.m J. who v;as at the oottom of it 
~11 and not one of them had told. Ruth was puzzled because 
Ghe vould net under a tand how Eli.zt-tbe ';h would think of doing it 
,.,ut Boy S..;\m i' .s iser, besides he ·~ent home after dress inS' ~rery 
quickly. 

Just what •ve are all goin'-' to do this winter ·we are still at 
the uery stage. I do not kno7 whether to order the winter'sxxp 
supply of eo 1 or not. I kno', tYhat my daily duty is at the 
preeent writing----Gar1en in the morning,resting (two or three 
hours sometirnes, .nd how I sleep) knitting in the evening and 
other odd hours.and mo~e th.n anything else the study of my 
eldvst son ani my gr~ndchiljren. 

There is a hi::1t of my .e1.lly important worry at p..::-esent. 
r·ro::ry I said, I do not mean th t, but anxletycertainly. I am 
tryi. g to fully sense the thL 3 I kno~ to be true) all burdens 
are tc be Crlr-:ied double. 'l,he Father and r.ne. I no more learn 
o:.1e lesson of that kind befo-re another is handed to me and I 
lo seem the alo eat student. 

. J vCk a, iJ the ot'_ie-· 'ay-- 111:'lhen ~ ilder is h~:re Her e!'t 
seems like another man." Yee,he seems more like our own H rbort 
At other· times he seems to have lost his"grip." And Wilde:r,you 
know \10\V tha.t strikes a chill at my heart. I do not wonder 
th·t he is discou~aged for his body does not get the prorer 
exercise or rest. But to have him hwnp his shoulders and let 
thin,s slide because-"what difference does it m~ke" frightens 
me to deq,th. I i'lish he could get out of this environment for 
a li~tle time in or'er to reot the ruts in which he has worked 
himself)still that may not be what he neecls. I neve!' did know 
how to meet just these conditione, and I do not know now·. Little 
11an:e is frightened too,and never clung to us ae ehe does now. 
Qo you two de'ir children rr.ust pray for our Herb rt that he may 
pass through this phase of his life and come out a man of 
courage instea.J. of a beaten~ 'Nhipped man without ambition. I 
wish he could take the training ,...ill is getting, :ror the sake If 
the building up of his body,but that is impossible. 

1 a telling you this)not to worry you,but to get your 
pr~yer help. You see that my looking over the papers has been 
at last rewarJed. Miss Ool~ate is engaged. I ho.e a letter will 



Dear Children: 

Sarra.s-at Gala.ha.d 
Hudson - WiacoBsin 

.July 80 1917 

It was eo good to hear from you on the ninth~and I have been 

anxiously waiting to hear from you in Paris. We Cl.r·e so wanting 

to know how the work goes with Helen,esreoially. I read a 

letter in the Wisconsin Journal from a youne. ma.:n in France in 

which he made a. etaterr.ent something like this--I am noj; spending 

much time or brain effort on these letters home because only 

about one in fifteen ever re~\ch their destination.--If he 

meant submarines the ''e is mo · e a.otivi ty there than we have 

thougbt,a.nd perhars some of our letters miss each other on 

that aocount 1 if he meant censorship then he ~hs trying to tell 

Ilore than he should and that '.'1ould not t=< ... rply to my letters to 

you, as I know nothing, and would not apply to :rour letters to 

me 1 ±1 for if you did know anything that should not be told 
I 

you would not tell ITe--but whatever the reRson ~ay be that we 
it 

do not have more freq,uent letters I know that, :':.s :t10t be;::atlse 

you both ha~:-e neglected 1vri ting if you ha.·""e tbe time to write. 

~ho do you surpoee called here the other £fternoon? ~hil 

Davieson and Frank Cash. Phil is the same boor he a.lways VIas. 

Kert his cigar going all of the time he was here-I took then 

out on the po:.·ch-- He br[l.gged a good bit about ···hat he ht1.d made 

in loans ana real estate in Winnepeg 11made mo:re than I could 

use." Then the boom broke and "I lost it all in one night. I 

gave one big wonde1·ful party and the next mo:;:-ning had to borrow 

the money to get back to the States." He is now president of 

the Davie son Ce.ra1:...,e eo. in St Paul. I wonder how rr:uch of a. Co. 

that would be to have hirr for r~eei~ent. Poor fellow he does 

not know anything, never did, never will. He has tl. wi ·re rmd two 

yee~rs old boy. Frank looked fine iu his white f1ann.:'!ls c.nd was 



very much the gentle r.an. He has lost hie o1d knack at brag;:; ng 
and when I t1·ied to find out something about him he would turn 
the conversation to some other topic. Yet he showed grea.t p1·ide 
in speaking of his wife and t o little gi~ls and seemed to 
feel that life revolved around them. He is assisstant advertising 
rr.u.n for the Northern Pacific and has a home just out of f,t. 
P.!.ul "so the kiddiea can dig in the dirt." He he~d been told 
tha.t you were still in :'":urope and had met with another accident 
c..nd he ~·anted to hear ~bout you. Th,,.t ~~Z'.l.S the ree.eon he g~ ... , e for 
comi!l6 over he ·e. He had heard about the cuseex .. ccident but 
heard there WCYS another of some kin.:l. He is in the Home 
Gaards in St.Paul and anxious to do "his bitn 1hen he is needed. 
I tu.:ned to Phil- 11 And you?" No 1 I don't have to f!O any where-
I have my business to :;.ttend to, .:~ond I certainly have enough to 
excuse rne. " 

I h~~ ·e given too much time to trash-now I will turn to Jack 
~ ~ l He is in }~adison •-:i th plenty of work to do helping to muster in 

the State Guards. '-Ie he~s the commission he expected. Be is now 

~ C.aptain Inglie and is to be adjutant to Col.Cousins. It S"3ems 
' . 'iueer that he i e tb have the fairly safe plE> .. ce on the St4aff when 

~ • ~ uP nas neen_ so anxious to :et into the trenches. ~re has so 
~ ~ r.orkel hirnf::>elf up in trying to get recruits that he feels he 

must get to the "killing" as soon as possible--?~nd yet 1 he is 
\ so tender-hearted he can not kill a chicken. He has grown so 

bitter towards young men ,,ho will not enlist the..t he is not fair . 
..... That seems unlike Rack, doesn't it? Ster hen and Fred are to Jgo to the Trainine; Camps in Aue,uet, tut even no'Y. he cannot feel 

ribht towcrus ~hem tha't 'they put it off eo long. rred ie takimg 
all kincs of exercise so as to get in condition. 

V"ill con:. ;a o>rer from rort Snelling for f'undevys. Tie is one of 
ten of the oller men. '"Ie will probably get r1. Captaincy, but has 
a feeling that the war will be enled this Fall,a.nd he is wonder
ing~ if that h~-pens 'tiat he will do no· that the school business 
here is ended. There 'Hill be .10 thou~.:;h t of Of enj_ ng Galahad 
again. The feeling with us all is very strong that that part of 

. rtour lives is enled. 
I ne•er saw such a wonderful summer as iie haYe had. so far. 

uo~ wec-.ther has just oegunJ this is the thil'd day of it and even 

j so :e have had two sho ·;ere to cool the he e.. ":ed air, one ea.cg d y, 
'· .1-nd r ro'Ja' ly wi11 have :~.nether· to·io.y. People com}:lain--farrne s, 

I rr.ean, you know they :...lways comple ... in of the weather--that we · 
~ ill ha e no corn if the nishts are not .armer,but the corn here 

is won,Jerful, up ;_ O' e my he ..... d in the e sl ier planted 1:0 s. 
\here the North Cottace stood,you reo ~1 how rou h that spot 

l ..t ~ \ .1s? It looks fine .1oF with beans and co1·n pl:::"nted in rm:s that 
~ follow the line of the curveJ walk. ~ut some of thC>se 'ean-

~ ~ T tola. Herbert that they blosson;ed in ten days from lanting, 
~' :,e said it w~s im ossible, but I wish you could see them. They 

j. "'te:md a: out six inches k.ikxk high and have pods on that touch 
, the ground. 'i'hey were beans with but a single thought-to rrod'lm 

r. o e beans and they were so impev tient of being planted so late 
that they ha.' no chil 'hood e~t '..tll. · 

~ I took J oh'\,o'·er to St. P tul ~~ edbe e ·ay a:r1d now he is ~;mar :in g 
..l ~ • S ~ lae::;ses. He ioee not seem to i nd, and Billy is ple:tsed- "Oh John 

~ ~ how nice you look" ''as hie i27"'eti···lg. 
~ ~ I SUI !JOSe you ha,re seen t1 e 8h::sters but I senJ the clipping 

1 'f from the ':Jar.~er. I also enclose a. letter from \atherine F::~.rtlett. 
~ Ch~ut ..... u .. ua :s on now and the child.:ren are going so much and 

' seem to enjoy it. :did not go yesterday,the first day1 o.nd do 
~.;o t kno . ?h:"L t I . i 11 do today. I d.o about so much and bhen I arr 
..:,l:ld. to stop. 'Jext V:ednesda~r ~liz beth,' ..-,re;::tret and I go to vis:it 
C'ousin Flo_·ence. Such planning-- God ble~.s you both and buide 



::'arras 
'{u(lson ~ii acon!Bi r: 

August 8. '1? 

r-r .. ~ 

. ear Children: 

I ~1a.re Sf•ent a week in HinneA.rolis \"Jith Cousin Florence) 

taking with ~e Eliz~)eth and Margaret. It w~s the hottest of 

'1ot we.1th~.L'. but I did not ha,·e to exert myself 4 f T did not 

so .::hoose, .1nd could lie around. in urJ.constra.ined .::loth -:a, vhile 

H~len e'1te ·t,l.ilud the ohiLL·en. They J.id h .. vre the nicer,:(t time 

\1 
1 ~ in 

~~ 

a11 the time we ·.ere :;one .After 

all-".,...,u.et,'eet, 1·Iame ' s '·eat." T :ts '-'1 .: to :,:et home ''1-(:'ain and 

the ~ r4~n ~nd wor.in~ t the fruit. 

~s usual that he w s too little,~hen he grew 1 ig he shoulJ ha~v 

some l.~ie.,...lth a. most diam~-..1 Htil he ·:Jri 

su pose he is trying eve1.·y d ty to ~,et bit;"er :i.nd he c.:..n ·ee no 

11e V~'l. tch to have our pra:re -~s newered? 

ill is 1 assL"t. <;hroue:: 1.. t ard time no\ . cme !'1en 

"p. k d" at t~e list of offiJers-to hat '· s on the ""~.rt 'l.ins ' ·~.J ,-

~eek e '1-.iy to ';e s~J t to shi ._,ton .:Lnd \ii · 1 ' a nal""e w .a not 

of :Jouree, .,ln .en ·ho looked .t ...... y h ... t: 'een r~ist;a.ken o it may 

'lOt h~t e been the COrr...,leGe list ut h~ iS '.,hout SiCk ove:r it. 

l~e k:1o e that as far as marksJL nt3hi o.r ex:1,ninLtione ~o he is 

~~.;r 3.he -..J. of -'.;he M!l.jori ty. we hac; the age, that some lack, too. 

··:e h ;.s ha.d no oprortLmi ty t sho:v what he ~an do ln ::li ... ecti "lg 

into the q, · "'""i , . . ':ill is s .r. that 8 1,.~, t..:l.in Parker is a true man 

~ni hen he t~\lked i th him on-:::e the C .. 1 td.in a lvieed him to 



stay right where he was Lnd not try for any other branch of the 
service. '1ht~.t troubles h'm~:: .. shle from ·-c;hF> blo·w to hie rrid:e,ie 
the neoc !Si ty of looking for eomcthin0 . he.~."eby l1e maN suo ort 
hid family, 11ere he Unma-rried he 'V'Os:tld enlist • ""Te Wants tO 
serve tne councry.~ut.~t his age Lnd vith his family,the:e 
Lre eomd questions to be se .~led. 

Jack hn...s recei•r8d notific? .... tion that his ay.:r:ointrnent as a 
C~pt~in of a m~chine gun co~ijany from ryur~nd .nd in the 6th 
re<',iment lLt.S been :tppro,red. '"'o,. sOtne re 1.son the roe t of 
Col.•"ousj_ns adjut~,_nt ha.e ftllen th"·ough. ~:re i:; getting highly 
and h0.1rtily ti "'.l of the ~...,osi tio·~ he has now. tre i9 rm~ry 'tt 

~ne desk from e~rly morning un~il late at ~i?ht. ~very officer 
Jho ::ome s on ~uty o .. le-~ves h.:ta to .!:'er. ort to him, ~n l ther call 
him Colone1. f·e is in C:arnr '~oue;J. \S now .nd s.-..~rs the in.'l.JtiYe 
shut-in life is loejng him all of his tan 1.nd 11 j_"el 11 • ·~ou k .. Oi7 

h.J :neve.: couLl stiok to one thinG .for lonu at a tit•.t:., .• nd now 
th .... t he is o'blige~~ t.o d.o so I kuon it is ti.fi11t_; ~liM. 

·· ~'l' t 1 ,.... • t ~ n '~- n · P 1 .,., · ' · · ff 
1"3 -; ...... ,r "-~er , u J, ,,01 · n. ... .<~.&Xx .... x:""x ur ey lCKle u~Ll:;_; o 

1:~-st nie;ht to t .. kr; ex;~n.i:ru~ions ,..,t ~·~u Cltii·e. '"'h""y :.re to _,od:l 
to "'o.ct '='heri '3..n. 

·~o not ..f'o '-"~t to dci.1je your l ,tt;ers, for the date ne ;;'-.l•o,.;;.ys 
look for. I r_~s .... ·ea tly i 1. to ··e sted in ~rour -...ccount of the 
,..,OJ.rth of rUl~r r.tr!l. :e ~nd J kno'W the Si(!h t of the "'"'ar·:mie S 11 in 
r ..ca.nce :.;.e e.n i nspi ri lS ei~h t to ar.. Americ~-..n. .,he meu1y men who 
are tryin~ to get out of teinJ l=aftAd i. he~rt-b~eakinc,but T 
kee; s.1.:rin~-"1'hey .:.'l. ... e not Americ.:~.ne, -!;hey must be foi"'eigners 

ho h .... ve 1)een here lon; enour:;h to t,et sJ. oiled o.nd not long 
eno-:..gh to become ·eal Americ"i.nst' ""ou kr.oh" it is said thq.t th1:3 
chilirer of immi~r~nt Jews ~re of no use to any one but that 
thei.c children :l.re fine_. So these sl3.ckera, :~.re they not the 
secon:i .s'"ne:Ll.:tion rerhars? He:;:,'e is a quotr: .. tion f~'om the 'N8w 
Y "'..tk J. a.per--Jul:r 31-"The ':'~oo_·J for mt~rri 3-gea at the marriage 
licenae bureau wa· ~roken here tod~y rhen 164 cereMo~iea were 
~erformed, the brid.egrooro i 1 3lmost eve..cy instance being of mil
it -..ry 1.1Je. 11 There v.ere a94 licenses issued but the G.S.l1arah3.l 
ar~ ·eareJ earl~ in the d.:..y and "compelled e'tery i!k'l.n of l ('aft 
~ze bo coulJ not show his registration card to le~ve the 
building." One paJ.er said ~hat if it could be proved that 
wonJ.en '.!ere marryL1g in or t""!' that the man should not be aalled, 
~h~t the women ~ould be p~osecuted. Fut ;ould not her punishment 
follow Lt bhe natural o ler of vents? \1ho coulJ be hJ..:'rY with 
a sla:::ke.:? ':1ow 1espio:~.ble they are .1nd tvould t}1ey not c;-rad.e 
other duties as well? 

0 orne of the suffr3.gista. are .. la.nning 1"or a harvest fes'fi.ivf'Ll 
in the fall. Here is a ~Jn.ttle song c9.lled -"The Da~tle Cry of 
F~ed 'em." Ee.!'e is the first stanza and chorua. 

,..,he gO\rden .t·o~~e rer, hurrah girls, hurrah, 
~eill rdlly ' ounl the hoe, 

0 houti .g the b~ttle crp of feed 'em; 
All the sLwkers in the land 

Cd.n' t persu:.1de ~s to di so and, 
·;::lile ve 're shoutin.; the b~;~.ttle cry o.f feed 'em. 

The gar1..len :·ore'rer, hurrah, girls, hurrah; 
:-::low up the -;eeJ..,, biocls) 

Put lawn the see1s, 
··:hile "e r!l.lly 'round the hoe,giv-ls, 

'l'in:e :md time ·:tg:\i n , 
~houting the battle cry of feed ·e~. 

The r.oetrv mav not be mu.:-;h but the spirit is· all right tnd 
... " ... ""f' ·~ at the p"'eGent tirr.e ay,i·':'it ie -.vorth more than even <:J.. ~eolv.;.J.c~r • 

. 1 guess the Americd.n nation nee~1s this war to make 1 tself a 





f f' ~ .:heP'l carryint?; their _ une on their sho .llde!'s. All h ~ve been 
~ ~ ~~ .J3.:lej in frorr. guardi :g bri1~es ~to. rtnd 11 have come in from 
f N r the surrounding country 1ho have joined here. Andy Lystad has 
j_ ~· "?-:;en mad.e first Lieuten3.nt) muoh to ®:t±t.s C1... tain TUng' s satisf~mc-• t f t ion. Se h1.s taken his tr::tining at Fort heri..:an, you know. 

1 I arr, ve17 a:r.xious to haa.r some of Helen 1 s letters to her 
~ .otn'3.r so that I rray kHo\v about her work as it .:;omes to her. 

T sent ;our letters to ~rs.~ermott to read ~hen T went to 
~ ii:ilne· ... olis .nd she returned them but said E,he ha.J not been 
t:: . ;le to t:,et Helen' ~ letters from 'Jed to let me re:tJ them. I 
1 h<..~.ve not ha:l tiine to go up there since coming home. When Ruth 

1 oe s a. own tovm : am a1 'fY ·wys busy. 
· Peo .... le e .,y-- "Ho v lo .• ely JOU must be out there without the 

oye. 1' ""o fi is not that queer? l.e h~:~.ve so mt'\.ny chil:lren, such a 
'~ r ~ 0t of work to kee, US 11 busy I SUO h a befl..Utiful home .nd J:.b 1 surroundin~:;e,J. telephone,3.nd only tvo miles from the poetoffice. 

'I 'ou teen in the fg,mily makes ''1ui te '1. li tt e community of itself. 
r nr. ~J Lrs.~loan ~re sleeping out on the rorch off one 

~ ~ )f the rooms in the 'Sae normi to ·y. 'l' ... e:· ha,re ?ought a lot up 
~ ~ ~ .., .·o u '1d hOJ"~"" to 1 1lil · su~·· ""r cottage. 

~A-~ .,..,liot •m13 dr :ted~ tn:l is pe"'.:"t·ectly i 1ling to go~· ut is 

H ~ HY ce ·tl'> in th ~y vill not ac...::ept him , ea ·~use of his arm haY ill 
~ k' ' -;en c ripi le~. P. is neede 1. in t "" t"a.rrr arn·y aftP-r his eJ.uc~ tion 

E ~ · .... lon5 t.h .vt llll"'. 
i" ~ ~e ~e planni~e a ga? ~e to be ttachPd to the house 

"""' f1,.. ...,o t.n.J.t a r Ji·1tor can be inet llei fro. the house furn:t.ce. If 
~ ~ lone ~omen .£e to be her e through the long cold winter we 

• 1 • ust h.1.ve thi!'l~s h· n.:y. -~e m'\y sell the cow .nd the go se and f - t ~o do Wl3-Y :vi th a man or l)OY. Then tr ... ere must be a oot cellar 
~ ·.J .... the stol"inc .v ~' of pota oes etc.A pl ce for t;arien tools, \ k nJ. we vould like to keep some .::hick ns as we can care for them 1 , if t ...... e lace is mj.l~ convenient. 71e are tr _ : ... 1,_; to pl n concen-tJ t:.l.tion n...t some of these things were not rJut in 1t far ·as 
~ ~ ' '3-Jause o-:' derend.ir.u t:..o.1 "'alahad. If we .:n.n plan the iVhole 

l t l hing together ~nd at the same time m kP a cover for the 
-r~ ~ · se .. ent entrance the expe.1ae of dit:,ging .nd. pu tti n.,. j n a " ire 
~'t to ea ry oft' th~ w te will be Jon~ away v, i th. "!o you re.Jall 

~he root nd mil!c cel::..:.:.r that unt T,.a te had in the court ··y 
' 1t 0 alt1ee? -t Jak ~ust ~hole in th~ -ound, ut the tro·ble 

~ is our ~asei?en~ i~ cera~nte~ q,nd we will h·:\..ve to dig ~erom the 
hollse •. e naoh" Jl~ U!l~~:r ... he gar Ue)ho·.erer R.nd go lTlvO it 

. .. ~ • 1 rom t.1 re. ut J ou are inter~st ·J. in other hinge I have 
~~r CO a you •h t W~ h~ve to IlL .r>. t.)OUv fl<..._ hen it is 1 . ,vJ. ,u 
~ l will write you the results of the plans. , f I have ~;ri t+-en vHll a. "Checr-up-..,l-1-ie-r.ot-lost letter. 
i0 l I ex ect hi 3 training of the I o.st three rnon ths i e n .ed.ed in 
~ ~ the place th:1.t f:oJ has pl · nne ... for him to fill, even if that place 
t: is not in the fight:'.. q; r.ny. ut .:.r ~ncle ~ .. m Joee not know 
~ ho .. cap ble v man ,ill is,it is ::ncle f'am's loso,and I am 
~ ' .tsh;;j,med or hie ac;;ents who h·1:re the natter in charge. f"'{ [, I not0 the lierrran r ids on P ris with a shiver, out I 
~ h .... ll not ' orry until I know I hcv ·e c;;a.use +-o,.. o '('ry. I have 
~ \ oo many other p obleme to o .y without cause. It seems aa 

&, Jhough Herbert w_s "'"e tti 4S new 1 ife since everything has been 
Z' t:;cid.ed · s to thei "Y' going on the farm. ,.,he .r mo~!e next on Lay. 
' 'le is 1riving the rord now. 
r I cm senJin..; you lots of 1ove, ,ut must quote fL~Ol' ~ 
~ letter from Eliza eth :tan'iall 'J.ofo ·e closi:1"'· n:: thi } ~ 0 

... 13·-sure of last wi 1te c ar.1of knowing you ..... ~d Pen. Tne f':. iend
shil was GoJ-given,I think.and see~ed most ti~~ly and refreshing. 



''eo..r Children: 
I was so dissatiBtied ~;i th the 1 :tter I sent le.st Sunde .. y 

that I surely the t;ht I , ould write another 1'ight away l""Ut the 
1~~s eo by nd I do not do half of ~11 th~t I plan to do. I id 
:ut on th'-' e1w:::lo1:;e the ner.;s th~t came aft31' the letter was 

~ ._·e·:..~1y for the :ost. 'llill did get his commission 'ind is the 
har:piest and pcou-::est ma.n. It ·will be good !'or some corrrany to 
have him for capt2.-in as it ''iJ..l be ror some con:p·:my to h~ .. ve Jack. 
They bot:. have Lleas of helpfulness ±'or the individual as well as 
desire :ro.r milit~,.ry efficiency. \!ill feels sure that he would 
never hav8 h::- t:1e comr.1i ss ion excer t for Ca. ta.in rarker. He says 
ne never en cered upon any work wi tn the joy th,:Lt he comes into 
tnis o e and his '\vhole attitude seen's dilferent. Is l t because it 

~ has seemed l~tely thtt he miGht not be in his right place here, 
~.~ that now he feels some one has recognized in him what he hored 

~ might 'be th(·n·e and he rises to the confidence shown? Se came 
; )' home le~st Wednesd~ty and will be ·he ··e until the 28th." hen he goes 

to Des Hoinc•s. In the meantine he is t1·yi1'g to get all things f .. ettled ur h !.'3 :t'or the wir-ver and leave us as well ar1•ane;ed for 
~s is possible at this time. ue .is wo~king har. d and long hours. 
Tl- e ";a·~er has to be tu ..... 11 '(~ off "-."'ld '3-ll trar a orE~.i ned etc. t·rom 
all of the many buildillg,s ._ ,..~~? ~-l rut }[:::,..re;;).i_r, the r ot~Lto s 

\ 

etc~looked .... 1'ter etc. f:ZL-':'~ 1_ ~'. . r:~-
Ruth ient to C~tmp "OL'~ _us e~.t"lt. "r ... '"o Vl!':ll t J':tck. t:lbe took 

~c r:-oie with !wr ~ .. !l:i they rer .. o.rt Y.ui te a lovely time. There are 
six ba.n:ts on the groun ·a~ .11 of the o!·ficers are deJ.igntful to 
her,~nl everything is lively. Jack is still very busy wit the 
.... us tJring; in. The 3th . .::egiment~ hi 8 orm company is in that ret,in;er~t, r .ill come in thiB week some tir• e. ~·all hopes to go d.o1;n !or a 
!'e :ays to get some ic.l ,:.~s or what he will be expected to do in 
Des .,;.oin~s. T'1en he hopes to e;et a. rev" cLays· ••a"ation wit.t1 
·· L1irred bero ·e he ces ~"1,.~11 :ne tir,1e is short. 

The cer;'ent men ae...me O!l. Thursday and are clo i ng very good work 
Tne garage is to be ga~1 st the North wc.1.ll of the houtie with the 
entrance facing the East. Tt will be 12 x 18 reet inside ~nd to 
be haated v~i tn steaun pipes trom the fu:l.'nace. The root cellar J:'J.;ts 
its "2J..st wall 'the same as the garage so it -~;i :_1 be l8r~""et long 

) 
.nJ 8 feet wide. It v:ill be oer:;en'ted on 11 sicies and tor a:1d 
t;ottom. The top will have abo t 8 feet of soil aoove it :tnd the 
sod is expecte 1 to do well there. It •:vill h Ye ::.. .iocr into the 
~resent foocL storeroom in the b l..ser.1ent. It Yvill be a rine place 

~
for vee:;etat·les, · .. rples 1 ?vnd my fruit shelves. The:::-e wi 11 be no cha.ne 
of anything fr~ezin[ ttere,I tni.k)but if th ·e snoulu be the 
..1--:.or into the storeroom can 'be or.ened. I am anticir~..ti:;inu much 
~le .S'-"J.e wi t11 it. You see, no ar·ra!lJement w .. ;: made for laun._:ry 
o_· roo;:; celle:.r s I e1 ende~l upon Galahad for suc11 thi11gs 1 so 
now I am f'-'elinz mignty in'~l en:Lent. 

1 am also !·eel ing :,JOO-~er tJ1an l n:t>re I er many ye .rs. So ra:1ny 
obli~~tio 1B are begiDning to show their claims. The ~2.000 the 
sc11col owed the bank h ~s been r ai~: by t\fO . otes si~rw,l by ~ iJ.l 
and me. ;'cne to be paid next July and o·'"le in Januaxy 1~19. I t.old 



) "Crloert tl:o,·t,ht I could take care of it by 1:hen. I can. ot 
· ~ .. -enJ much uron fl'ill) o:r CO' r c. Hie salary ;vi11 be "'?.. 4 "'0 a 

~ , ~ r h ,t i!' he ,oe to F'rance he iJ 1 have to ta.'ke out ig f -insur r..ce and I"lo ey ·o ,s so r st. After :1e lea>ree the arrny he 
~f 1:1 h~ve to beGin all over ~gain and 1ill need a little to 

• : el hiffi s ,i.g thi d ~n an.\ buei.ess. The it sur nee is 
.hat J _,k int .n · s o 1.4 r~n--e _·or too . o you n y think o:t' us 

u-S living very econorr.lcally here. ,.,he great nuisance i El the 
esent builc;,il.t; that .:..s ._;oing to cost mo:;.·e than I hOI ed it s1 ould--but it .ili b goo·--~nd ~o ·e dentist bills. r 'l'h~ t eth thl.t rr.(:.'ctli. 11 :mn fi1"ed 1 or ca1 1ed~h ve ·ecayed 

o that the t;;Old :ioes not to~cn ne tooth :.m e,..reath at all. 
l am oir g to St. P ul 'l'uesd. y to hc..ve sevAr 1 teetl:l pu1"1 ed and 

~ ""L .... ve aon.e mo s:; made for me. That breaks w.y heart. u;; 'r.tn ens 
\ :rs it "'ill ht;~.Ve to done '"er~ soo,.,, l.nd t T is no ort of use 

in s,. endL1g tim.,,pain,an..i money in n ••• :ce et..it'ts th:J.";j ll'i11 be verJ 
·x nnsi ·e in 11 tnree w.;s. 1 n:i~~~ 11 htve it d n~ new--
1d o e it 111 ue, J. su ... :roc:;e. .ti T c· n once et c .. Uf''ll":; up 

o the _on y orooiJ.;ion l h-"11 feel 1·r er. 
:'..d 'JOU 1.0 1\n y Jr-..-.-~...1 or or n H on? •e 

Elmur("\ e") ent t 'ort Phe i an seLt • y CoE& t ~~ain 
~~ u h~"d a~ ex act to~ ve An1y for first ,ieutenant--but 

l~ tne ', r ='e ... t.Fi:led otn . •ise and Anl~ is C J. " im. .....lne · as 
recor1r .. en ed J.·o£ a commission-- hen he is oL· e o .... r,h. : e is only 
:lineteen,but natural fiLhter and le cr. 

I am enclosin~ ~n ac~ount of tne meeting vith a peri&co e 
th t is eviae!!tly the one :rou and H len haa some interest in 
~s ~r.V-n erbilt fas lso on this boat. 

?le se, il" ~ ou k o r!yt.tinu abo..1t i:liarr. Chester, tell me. 
hy id he le ~?e ~·o-·t "'heridan and .11 .. rr;" f-1. J go to r·ran.Je? 

rto v coul.: he 1 ... ve ·neri.i n even it' nP • .n"C et to ::lo so? 
:o. cnal .... o .es and \, tterv·ort.::: . ..1 e u·: tains. '!'he rirs-:; i. the 
National Ar. :r a. d. a ':.e in the c· .r e. r.ta.:;y and t1or ce ""ay 
-re sec on ieut. L•t r.~ y ::;tone e .:!.i sted in the ArtilJ ,.. .. 7 nd 
is full sicl o:t· the jo". -rma(;il'e fli '"lt;r Ata"' y h.ving to liv 
by- le. ll ed ri-:: "'.mo.· is ..... r'C-in o· t e lJa~ral 7 eo. 
fr~nk ~.ocock nd tteine .olte ~o to ~.Pllilg ~r tre second 
canp. I t_ i k l told you that Elbert, ?erlyy l'ickie, t y:r.r Ashle~ 

nd Le . ~,;oi t are .. 1 .... i to ,o to l::) e ·i a .. ? 
'L.ere is 60 .,ucn ,.e ..... ce talk .... m~r tninK i.;; i'l come oeioie 

long, u~--~o re tt r e o e.Jo~e a d~cocracy? 
i-1 _i& uen -~"Clan le to i est them,elv•e of oJc iJe~? 

'L e I.· .wa are v r .l s~ one; in .. ~ny _. ... rts o1· tnis cou ·t;ry. One 
.oul' not believe it roseible to hear o ~u.Jn tal~ against the 

go"f'rn .3nt. I do no~ knoH hoi rrar.y sr ies 1 may be narboring 
b t cert~in it is that the ri~nt to fr·e speech tas been carried 
too :t· r. 'orr s~ tes ha Ye !'orb id en n} more an-:1-~ q,r meetir..e;s 
b~t li e~.ny or tnerr. na~·p not dareJ to .Jome to t: at ~ yet. '''re 
sl cxers a~e to be tr~ ~ed e ·eserters,tna• ma~ help orne. 
Since coming ·a~k from ~u s1a Root a ~isee or sncoti g our 
traitors. Both iu Co &gress and out o! Con0 rees he says there 
rJ rr,an •alking ou stre ts who snould be shot 1 erore sundown. 

n is lrr.ost tne f~ret p~oni ent n · ho has ~om~ out so rank 
1ith their con-emn.t:on. ut it ould sJem that w u: be the 
ea:t'est an-i most humane t inL to do. America :.e a.ll rignt--but 
sne surely h a eo~e re Lk points to etrengtneL. 

l arr ou._e 1 h 1 ... ,,_·.:..tc.el'. e'rel'J' eeh.~l hoJe tne missL.g 1-:ta-s 
.Ja e 11 riunt. ~re.'· .r. oJt exrects to t,et a le~ter ever,
~unady,but som times rin~ vom. G ~~r._ y ~· soruetim~s no~ until 
... on r:..y or l'ues~cty. 

-
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~e:...r Children: 

~e ~ ve had no word fro~ eith1r of you t~is weak 1 but 

. erhc.. ps t o letters ,, 11 .::o. -:: in c de. y or t·: o. I h_..d. a 

letter .:'.co:r. Obie E-, .. .:;~ tl:Lt c:r.e from P_ris 1 SO I :met: a 

beet c~~e in 11 riQ~t. I Nonder if you received illY 

1 os t one , f L.'- 11 y. 

I o_.en:d th.is E .... ounce::-ent be~~ use t.. ~r-- wes no starr:p 

on it c..t _ll ~nd a_ I would h_ve to pay five cents to 

fornar1 it I thought I woul~ be econoxic~l ~nd put in a 

_,hart 1~ t ter or n.y o ... :. 

T ~"" ~ead is ~0 ... 1: :_ ... .ld .lour tE"eth heve bevn ren:oved. I 

gu'-'s.s it ;'L ~ hi .::.oh tL.e fur )US had lora.ed in whe UPJ:.~~r one 

_ n.:. in t .• e three lol,ers ~ER t1 ... at :ere filL.d L ... Jur.J. At 

pre-ent I : el as though I h d more j~w thrn enythin: else. 

··ill took me to St.P.ul Tu:.s---Y in the c r nd t .. -t wc..s 

e_sier th&n deoendi~ on t_e tr~in. 
... -

Ruth is ex_ect .d hore tonight ~nd ~ill ~ent to C~rrp 

Douglas this morni~g to see if he could no~ 1~ rn :ornethin~s 

thc.t 'v'.'Ou.1d belp hirr, in :es 'oines :c:.ter. Ccisy 1 F ... ank and 

I'ean c· me last eveming. ':'hey hu.d dri'u:en up .Cro.1 Fort '."'&.yne 

in t" e c<- r. They stc-y here but t:: ke some of their .r:~~ ls at 

the hotel. ~e \,ill 11 be ....,L ~ to see . uth ~he seems to be 

a leveler and quieter o: the f;;,mily . Ths t does not ... er.n 

that Ne have been having ny ructions but thintJ:5 seem to 

go rrore smcobhly ·hen she is around . 

I ::.m sending a ~rt of t .. e ~Je'l.' York Ti •. e2 th t you ,ncy 



rec..c. what it se.ys e.bout ':he "0bstruc"'3 oniEts 11 -

h&d ~ Aind :rem ~~c rorth or Test :or more than 

twe ty-four hours--c::n you imc.gine how our .. on.:i;:;rful leke 

looks fro .. our 'Nir:u.ows? Jark 1 flo·rir:e; uith quite a cur_·ent 1 

no white ccps but cs th ugh it .ere joking .ith the sun; 

rr~kir:g believe to te anErY but instead of that baing very 

h~ JPY in its ple-y. The sun is shining; brigh~ the air is so 

cle r -.nd brcicing 1 • nd 'innesota se:. s alrr:ost ne r eJ..ough 

to touch ~ith ~ long fish ;ole. In our riJe to St.P_ul 

':'t,es.:...: y t.he f icL .. s , ere so .vonJerful. I think I never se.:f-: 

v~e tthe t so rich i~ colcr before. The colden 

the iresh varying s~a~es of gr~en in contr~st were b~ utiful. 

The vorld never '·- s 30 becutiful as this swr., er. Is it vhe 

con t r st in the terrible thin::;s that come fron1 oversee.s? 

~~Y s ils :or London-I _up~o_e--~er,vmber 8th.probrbly. 

k me ~ short visit on hi~ nry o ~he s~iling. 

I Jh_ll b ~1-d to see him or u bit. I h~ve just discovere~ 

.. hile .'Jri tin._) this t"'..c.t t. ~re is sti ~ 1 30m~ bone ir.. .he jz-.. •r 

from \hich ~he t~eth .. ere re:: oved--I wean bone b.:lon,,,ing to 

one o~ ... e t~eth--no. -.:oes the.t .re::n :.nether visit to ':he 

extr-ctcr~ T:Js~ r.o,: U.;..t .ri~e ...... Ove to --~y- l"tv~ be 

.:_ h vU 'O~h ~ · u v~ry :eo~ ~- very h: .py. 



Therf~ is one thing that woulc make it possible e .. nd that would 
be great love e~.nd grest respect t.:ond symrathy in its other's aims. 
"'om and I could not possj bly live together for we lack syrr.pa thy 
in e9.ch othr::r's air1s. I love i:a.me de::~.rly s.nd I res1 ect her very 
rruch but I would not be harp~r in li,rine; . i tb her for our ~ .. ime are 
different. linifred is much hQ.rder to live with but we can be 
ha~py together because our aims _re the same and we h911 edch 
other. i'Jo~., in all married life the.;:·e must be har.I iness Nhere the 
ainJs a.re the same--')ut wi tll peor:le like the Jef£ereons, I eople like 
you and me) v.ilder, ... eor;le vvhose aims i; .. re their very life, there can 
be no .rectl l'l-sting har riness unless n.arried to one 11ho has sinilar 
~ims. Are you and Helen goin...:. to bP happy together? It ''i:l all 
J.e .. ~erd on ho much of loYe and re~!~ect tLere is 1 of course, bu.t rror·e 
than all on ·hether you have the sa.me aims i li:e. ·~ou re so very 
intense in your concertion of .hat makes life orth living that 
Helen will have to ha.'~e the same concerti on or be anxious to etr1 ~re 
tor :.rde the sl:l.me conception---For, m·~tura.lly, a girl has not thought 
so long ne! hard on the re-:tl mea.ing of life,as you ha.ve,et:e must 
groN intc it "th"ough her hus"'and unle ·s she ie diaarrointed in him 
.nd,when chiliren corne,is obliged for their sakes to think the 
thi";g out to its finish---in o~·" r tt::;~;'; you both ray be harrY q,nd 
joy i each other. Fere is ~ere the h~rd rart of the firs~ year 
of married life oomeb in--as I tplked over with you ~efo e you 
\,ere m :~.rried, :1ere is th testing of :rour love. -r !:'1~1 ·aye hold my 
vre~th for each new cou~le. I am holding it harde~ for you t o 
children bee use I know your n-.. ture 1 'ea.r \•ilder; T k1101. v,ha.t things 
th~t rr,ay seem t.~nirqo=t .. nt -co sorne,...1x~irr ... o t~m.t to Her1 ert,unirrro ..... tant 
to -che ma.jo.:-1 ty of 1:> ..... 0 le, erh a,~ 'v'ill r.ean life or ie_th to you. 

:: be1ieve the\.t your success or ,t.artial failu ·e in life ests 
ith Helen,unleqs you taY~ ~ ~~d-gi~en r~tience co~e to you that 

is utterly foreie;n to /OU)" nature. ~en it comes to ·hat you think 
right you c"'..nnot 'lend ..... nd bring results to e.sa hy round-~.'-o..:t 
aye u.s some c n. -rt ei th0r is or it ian~t , i th tiS, .n,l that l'Ja}·es 

it terribly h~rd for ~ereons who do not 3ee thines as we do.to live 
h ~ ily •ith us. I do not believe it ie Q •vrs hard to live with 
a JP.fferson, but I do belie,re i 't is well nigh imroesible for many. 
I d.o believe tha.t I ti 'e:' }OUr f ..... ther tryi1 g to hold hirr1 up to 
hat I knPW to be the highest and .h~t he thout>ht he knew to be 

the hibheet. ~e lo~ed me nd _es~eoted me but the aims ~ere not 
n:.1t he felt eq al to for ':1.11 of life. hen liscouraeer ~nts Jame I 

"id not unlerstan hon he resented the fi~ht that always rat ~r 
.:...~ pe<.t.lei.i to me. 111 en thinr;s lool·ej h11rd I ' ~e i tter e· ... ui ... 1 ed for 
tne fi 0 h t than he w ~s _rd I u ~t..ed hin: O!l until he gave up en tireJv 
~nd he was t,lad to oe ~.llo ed to reet ' . the wa~r and let things 0 0 

ove.r. him or bi him, e en though he had to lose the fcd'!.ily he ~eally 
loved to get that r· t. '~ou ha.'e the fi...,b~ing faculty>I do 'eliove, 
and if H""len has it too, .s I :~.lso believe, and you both love each 
other t;)rea tly eno..::.e;h to join hands and pull togetr.er fo:r the very 
highest ~im in life--then.oh 'hat~ glo_ious life you ·ill have 
together. lio v I ha,re longed for such .... zc£18e 1 i:fe and if I c.;:1.n 
see it in you ho h l~Y it :ill make me. That for the reat thn s 
in you life-- for the lit~le every day things? 'hy your grAa~ 
love has to come. in there. The little every d~r ~nnoyances that 
cone into ever: life, the ..,,in p::icks that re neceCJsary 'hen two 
~ eople li ;e so cloeely together as husband and wife }Y:i.+ience and 
unde:rsta:1ding are the pro:luvt& of love. Here is one little bit 
o: 1.dvice ! .rvant to gi ,.e ~·ou. two---'"' if:l~greements will come, I 
s::~ ~ O~e, thLi.K :ot tcbO ffiUC~" .)OUt. then, .J.nd I1ever let any :nisunJa-
~"'.;\.n:ilng, .o E~ ... t:r ht;m' tr1rl1X:b ,at rr.ay seem, ~o by without talking 
1t over, .... nd ta..lklLL 1t out, m ... t tnen oom1letely forgetting it. 



Train yourbelvee to believe in your love for each other,don't be 
satisfied with just naturally loving1 ~ake it a principle,a duty, 
F~s well. Then ren.emler what real love really ie-- you V'>~ill find it 
in the 13th.of fir8t Corinthians. After every little disagreement 
re~d that together.---

Oh 'Jut what a :rre·_tchmen t---:1-·en' t you dA<td tire2 of it? I did 
not go to church today so I had to pres.~h a sermon instead. Pardon 
me 1 but I told the truth-just the same. It is a Je-r:rerson wbo 
sre9.ks, ar:.:l no m:=ttter how mistaken we m~ty be we · .lW''t.Jrs believe out 
beliefs so very intensely. 

I sent in fourt~en pair of socks to arB. r;ebster, "ri ting her a 
very nice littel note t3lling her I was sorry that I had not rrade t 
them 1.1ll ::ts she de sired but th·l t I would t:cy and do eo Etrter thi 6, 
but ·.-.skine, her p::1tienee in that I had t:.. ser1tirnent for Galahad th~~t 
.rade me desire to put in the '~lue stri1.e in '-';.Ch ~:r.·o.y sock a.nd also 
to £'Ut d. co_y of the G.-tlah.:td. Hyn.Xl in each r.-.:-dr socks. It would be 
:tln1oet too much to e.q:ect thctt any G_la.h~;.d boy might t;et one of the 
,;, ai '~ of E. cks, mt I diJ · ant t:: J.o it j-.;,st th~ sar'e. T sen:l you 
·-"' copy cbf th".l Hyr~n just to 1.'efresh your mer ory -..nd let. ~rou h1o'N \'i th 
.hat :::~. 1 ·..::~..rer I sen l out th·· se cor i" s~. • .y it re:tch one J.1eart 'vi th 
cc.nfort &.nd un ~e2'6t t.:lling eyv::;;- .E.y in the part he is pl:~yir.tg tod~y 
I shall b~ ao v~ry,v~ry h~~PY· 

~hirk of ::,e .ts .or'kin~ in tl"e B"':ri:.i cryy eds every mo··r,· l[.j for 
th ~ next :- ~ '7e ;ko. Al e~o .. :> r.l 'l.~·ir.. \ a.rt -eh • t I h~~,,re 1: ut off ... ts 
lone as I could hold out. I. ~1 l.'~t~ ire -~' e · tte time · hen- rr,y active 
· ork sho1..:cld be so r..e ..... rly ove1.' th~1.t I •. houlcl ~)econ.e the grem ll!:othe::.ly 
r .. er.J.er of sto0kir1t;S ..L .. d the se .e: on:nf buttonf? etc. .,he tin.e h..1s 
cort.e. I h""ve fr ..... r ... kly ado.r ted the hug,e mend. in~ b ... ske ts of ~. ini fred 
c¥nd Ruth. nerlHI s I sh_t.ll SOir.8 : .... ~- take n:y 1 i ttle be.sket u:r to :.:~.::~.m~' e 
... ncl e;i ve he1· a .:..: ... y each week. ::e.-,, I kno· I oue,ht to do eo) and so I 
E>h .. 11 I,..'oba"oly come to it. ..y ha.n-.le ·nont en1~i t of my doing many 
things out I van darn und mend. I J..,now it i e not v~ry nh:e to have 
0cen fightil.t,; ~sd.inst it fo!' so lone .J.nd I also : .. ne~ th:tt ., hen I 
e,e. faii'l~ into it I shall enjoy it n~uch. ,he e,irls i'Vere so sur1. is 
~nd so ha~ py vrhen I · :~. :e the bre.l.1: this week tt \ t it !"1 de rr.e feel 
very .. :...:::1 u.eh1:1 -;.:. ··;hy- ,Jo .0 have to be p.<.shed into new v.? .. ye of 
·thinki s and .loing? ''ou sholil::l see my frti.i t shel vee--i t looks as 
tho gh the ohilci.r n "oul<l h::l.ve eno·L,gh for tr:e .~int~r. 

:ill has not he'i.rd about his oon.mission. ':'he,r "ere uiven out 
yester!ay after he left but are to be ke~t ae a d~ad eeo~et,each 
man being called into a priiTate consv.~t1tion when given the word. 
He tries not to expect or want it, but just the same,w"" all know how 
he feel a. If he ~ioe s not ,set it--what to do to surJ'Ort the wife and. bo.'Jie3'l He ioes not want to go into public school work, ':tnd do p..,u 
Kno;-: r;hat he is thinking of? '"'o .10t mention it in :rour letters 
home for ·.vh le he woul·l not obje.Jt t my telling; ~rou he does not 
want me to spe:l.k of it to. ~ny on~ here 1 even rlinifre:l, just yet. 
He feels in eyPip~thy· with the d.es1 i:,ed hog, feels th1:1.t he underetmis 
now 'o treat them,and fGels that there"is millions init" when it coma to using this riYer right ;;:t.t our ioor. The shrink::tge on hogs when 
t.'!..ken from th.:J p'en 'i.Jld shifp'31 ''Jf ra-il to the :r::trda is a. good -'nofi t 
for some o1e. The ri~er,a motor ~ith a fe~ scows Jould work up a 
goo:i business with 'but little ca1: i tP..l a.nd hot much J:;,.nger of loea. 
1 .. · se some here) 1.nd OllY up 1.11 along the ri,rer :tnd 'eli·rr in St Paul 
~qr :a. That appeals to him mo "e than teachi ns now--3..ftP,r t"'!.alah;;. l. 
:;oi ole s him, I hope he is t':Jle to make it go. T do not enter indl 
iet ils nowi of cou-rne. Ple tse :t'3--d this le+-ter ·li th 1 atien:Je--and 

no·,; it it:'! ne:1.r~y dinnertirr.e. "'c,d. ')less and keer 70u '-oth ec.fe :1.nd 
:::ontent ~ith growlllh .:..nd life. :.ether. 



:'·ay wrote to see about some Y.M.C.A.work that he could do--I copy the letter written to "'"aj or Birke the Canadian supervisor by a friend of Hay's. Leaving out all conventional part of the letter. 
Daar Sir: 

The attached letter is written by a personal friend of mine who is office manager of a. large wholesale house in Ca.lgary. Mr.Jackeon a.ssissted us vigol·ously in our recent Y.~a.C.A.Campaign and had a vision of the possibilities of this overseas work. He is competent to take entire charge of the accounting end of ou1· London officeo:.· to serve as auditor for our entil'e overseas o:t:erations. 
In addition to being a competent auditor and accountant ~~ir.Jackson has a good business training and would be of value to us in superintending our trading operations at any point that we care to place him. 
He does not want any salary but simply wished his living and travelling expenses defrayed. I wish I had known about him before you left MontreAl) as I feel sure~ vri th the information that I could give you1 it would not have taken long for you to have sent him word to pack his grip and buy his ticket for London. l.:r.Jackson is an American citizen, married~ and is above n~ili tary age. He intends to "do his bit" in one iorm or other but would prefer working at some business with which he is familiar and ~here he could be of the most service immediately. ~ay I suggest that if this application strikes you favorably that you cable me as soon as you reach a decision1 and I will,in tul'n,get in touch with Kr.Jackson. I understand that he can is leave promptly although it would mean a considerable sacfifice t6 him personally as his salary w·uld not be less than $400.or ~500.monthly in his p'esent position. I cannot speak too highly of Mr.Jackson personally and of his splendid business ~bility. He is a very aiga type and an active business man and his services would be of great value to us. 

Copied from letter to Ray from the writer of above--"Let me say that I admire your decision in this particular lliatter,and I feel certain from my own experience that you will n not regret going overseas to take a hand in this ~tiftit Y.:,i:.C.A. work 1 if t1is should be the decision of our supervisor. 



MRS . JEAN JEFFERSON PENFIELD 

THE GALAHAD SCHOOL 
._.-.. s~ 

HUDSON, WIS. 

August 3C 1917 

Dec:..r Children: 

Yes indeed 'lve ::.re havin;:.; the sc:.r.e trouble about rr:ail 

as you are having. This .est wc~k we had E letter from Obie 

one day written July ~s; two d::ys later one from you end 

Eelen written July 2S and two days leter one from you written 

Jugust 5. r:robably they e: 11 c~.r.e over on the .;a.r.e bo t? But 

the ~reat thing ls ~h~t they came. 

I ~m enclosing a corn unication fro~ V.Lansin~ Collins. I 

h~ve gratef~lly acknowledged it ~nd sen~ it on to you. It 

pays to be an ~lumnus of such an university as Princ~ton. It 

pays for the friends and associations one makes. I hEve tEken 
-r n :::::y k e ' s 

?ro;essor's address in p~ris. 

I ;: s ple sed v.i th the r~ews in your letter that came yest?r-

d_y, 11.i1der, nd He:en even i:' you end 'Tilde:- tell t..e sa..>ne ttinge 

you t e" 1 therr. in 2 dif i' wren t ,\£.y c. __ d wi "'eh a different viev.;poin t' 

It seems too b::J ~o ::.sk you to wrlte me -r;hen you h"".ve your own 

mothsr to write to ~nd we c~n,and do,exch~n_e letters. But - ...,) 

uLconsc~ously,one ·rites in a dif~erent vein ~o different 

people, I su~~ose becc:use one knows that dif:erent people 

enjoy thinzs in a diff .rent way,and we ~re gr~ely for all of 

the 1ews snd the knowledge of wtat you ere doing _nd thinking 

and feeling. I love the descriptions of all the things you 

see and hecr,but more than all I ~m hungry ~or your o~n 

selves--End thct ~eans your thou~uts and feelings. So,nuen 

you both 'iVri te I s.:r. .110re ~ b:::.e to :::t L to the in .• er side of 

things thru the t'.O .1 in.=s. Yet I wi:l not insist t;hc..t you 



write at the expense of your rightful rest. Wilder is proud 
that you are doing such efficient work--and so are we. 
, Ts? 2 , you know I am getting just too proud to live ~.vi th-three 
captains in the fe_mily. That is different from the greeting 
of Dr. T{ermott the othsr day- ''Eow do you f:sel to have two 
captains and a surgeon-general in the family?" But it is good 
enough. I know that you are glad to wear the uniform that 
oth .. rs may not question your civilian suit. I wish it were 
possible for.every one who is doing his part to help the nation 
todey to have some kind of an uniform. There are so many 
slackers that one would like to we~r his colors for othsrs to 
see. The remunsrrtion I read <:os dolla.rs at first,but every 
little helps when one is spending as little as possible,and I 
congratulate you and hope it will be increased v .. hen Dr. Elc..ke 
returns--from where? 

But think of our anxiety as to the fate of the worm--Did he 
put in an B.?l:ee.rance at la,$t,o.nd every htht of him? Here is 
hoping so . 

. Ruth is horr.e and reports a s;ood time meeting all of t1 .. e 
Y.isconsin <:Hmy notables . Bobs s·ll':aggers more than ever. His 
~other asked him if he ~ere going to tell the girls all that 
he had seen-":i1To,I c::-.n't,wil1 you?" V"hen he came,at ten o'clock 
at night,he went and 0ot the il1ustrated sheet of the Times 
and brought me and turned first to one picture and then another 
saying "There,~aneen,see? S ldiers,see? See their belts? 

see them mc-,rch? thats the way·. 11 

Sund:y it w~s when I began this letter,I wa~ interrupted in 
the middle of a sentence,~nd h~ve not had an opportunity to 
finish since then. i:JO'N I am wsdting for Dr.Bradforci's coming 
to buy some things end cannot lie down or do an-yr other work so 

I feel this is my golden opportunity. Sunday we did just the 
mos~ foolish thing. The Macs were off with the Cutshalls end 
we all felt like celebreting. Insteed of hc:ving a nice cosy 
cuiet time se ~e would have liked had we thought twice about it 
we asked the Penfields to go with us out to ~illow River Falls. 
The ct:ldren had never b=en there snd were anxious to go. Cottis 
1Nanted to see whst -it looked like now since the po'.ver gouse had 
gone in there. re left here at one o'clock. After we got out 
there we talked it over and no cne of the older ones ~anted 
to go down those stepi. We decided we would look about ~or a 
place to eat dinner and then the s~all fry might go down if 
they Qesired. Ro note--every one of us wcnted to do that-
te picked up our b&skets,Herbert shouldered the b~by,and we 
weGt directly to the st2irs end without question or heaitat on 
went down the.whole flight,off over the rocks eta.into a bright 
sunny pl~~e (1t was very hot d~y) and proceeded to have our 
d. inner. The only incidents on the way dmvn 11ere eo tt ie 's 
stu.:11bling over a slippery pls ce before reaching the stairs 
~nd Herbert took her hr~ with his disengaged h~nd. When we 
re_ched the steps she insisted on going slone. ~ben she ca.~e 

to the lsst flight she fell on the lower step coming aown all 
in a he~p. I ~~s so fri:htened I did not ~et over it all d-Y· 
But she got up "'nd ,·:ent >:ravely on declaring she w-:- s not hurt 
c.t all. Even then no one said 11 7.'hy did we come? 11 Going up the 
st~irs? I tried to m&ke her rest on e~ch landing but s.e forged 
ahead c:nd we ,~,ere the fir2t ones up. Herbert had the baby and 
a he~vy bLsket a~d looked white. ~bffie had a couple of wr~ps and 
locked wilted o.nd worti Ru "h ""'"' - , d · b 

7 • -- .. c.o lOc c...e :n t J. heavy things but 



came ·up look~dg li tle w rm~only. Still no one said-" ~y 
did e go down?" We took a r ther long drive b fore coming 
home. I said That Herberj was coming out to see about getting 
some bvd and t ble linen,but Ruth said she heard Geor0 e ask 
him if they ere coming out to swim nd he said"Not on your life 
,nen we ot home her er~ Jrme and the children. Herbert had 
brot them out nd then gone ~way. e selected some things for 
the to b~y,got sup er nd to bed e rly. Cottie w s feelino 
•X&&x~ pretty d,but hile I had one of my w keful nights she 
slept all ri~ht. The next d y she did not et up until s pper 
ti e but is all right now b rring a little stiffness. ame is 
still stiff firom the trip. onday orning I orked ith the 
fruit 11 morning. Rested the rt of th fternoon nd went 
to the dormitory to look over d sort things. r.Bradford 
o me out nd and ill ent thru thin s bu~ I did not see 
him. Tuesd y morning I be0 an e rly and worked until long fter 
lunch on the di hes,li en,oo forts eto.eto.sorting and finding 
prices. Every piece of linen w a examin d sep r tely and put . 
in its own pile. P rfeot,good,fair,b d-- Then i ste a of lying 
don D isy in ited Cottie, r me, rs.B ker,Eliz eth, ~aro~ret ~nd 

e to go riding. e ent to • w Richmond,lookea thru the ne 
b nk 1 ert ker iQ so proud of,h d an cone,o me back 
thru o erts and home or s p er f r ix. r.ottie 
fe 1 e~l hi_ or ing I rly in. 

ford it e i t lking ~x~ 
or in . I 
ock d e i::::. 

t t or i 
t so r a 1 vr h t 
e o o c' o t nd then The 

ling ba!ges of 1 h ov rn nt, nd 
ot stuck on the s n e miles below here 

up r ffio. Fr nk oul o t P evott 
.ue eo 1 ga .. 11. boat a ywhere elow the jam. 
looks as if e 1 ht e tl d do n to living ft r a 
nd find ourselves 0 ain. I do not know if it will be 

of much use to find ourselves efore raKing comes home. e 
h ve bad a f ily of sixt en for a eek--never less than twelve 

11 swmer-- nd h ve no help of ny kind. Just b rely re 
able to go her d th re or a wo n to o the w shing and 
ironing. I keeps ev ryone busy just living. 

This morning Billy s id--"Why wh t re you doing,are you 
going to break up G 1 had?• The root o 11 r is fine. 11 done 
except ryin out. When can get the things in nd packed 
aw y wont it be joyful. The b se ent Xs so full we can h rdly 
move around it. e I advising th t the irls e oh pack 

ay the things they own to be sent ny her they may decide to 
o 1 ter. I hat y they o n be t ken o re of better than if 

open,they oan paok them so thy will know here ev rything is, 
s th y do not now. Besi es h t it ould m ke the fi al eve 

very uch e i r hen it oom s. I tir d of seeing things 
round. I to put m ny of my thin s way, ntil I h ve 
ore room to d t e out. 



You wi 11 have seen Wil son 1 s ansv11er to the Pope before you get tl::i 

this lsttsr. Another fine messase,I think. 
Stephen has not zone to Sheridan. He found that there 

wEs no engineering course there and he would h~ve to sign up 
for one of the departments represented and so he will wait 
until the Forestry camp is opened. When? no one knows. 
::-o more civilians e:•.re to te taken into the officer's trc:..ining 
cam~ after this second camp is over,but men who show fitness 
in the rLnks of Regular army,Nat~onal Army or Guards will be 
sent for special training. That seems very wise. In ell prob
ability,Efter the war is over,botl.;t v.'ill and Jc.ck will be given 
some government position as military teacher,is they do good 
work,and there will be little question of that,I fancy. 

I am ansv1·ering requests for inf or.M:. t ion about t11e school, 
no1N that Will hes turneo such things over to :ne. I do not feel 
conscious of feeling bad when closing up these things, but s~fter 
working over them I find thc.t old nervous feeling of having 
hard y;ork to keep from sobbing he_s a strong hold on me. But I 
will be thru with it ~11 soon,I hope. 

· e are h2vins the most ~onder:~l .• ee:ther--~ike October 
more tr12n Au_:;ust. You know tLe Octo'::;.sr I.ndiz.,.n sum~· er :.eecther? 
The air so br2cing but cold out of the sun. We are uondering 
::__: tt,c::l'e 11Vi:l be Ul~r liklihood o.,::' your cor:ninz horr;8 at c:,ristn .. s. 

2oms·:':ay I do not expsc t you t ,~en. 
Tel1 m:: "'11 e..bout V'.hc.t you s.re (ioing I am ir.tsrested in 

every little thins. ~e are hoping J~ak x~y have a ~sek at 
hoxe before h2 =oes ?~uth. Sarry will be here until the 
gar:: .;e is : ini2..hed ~so he :old Elizabeth. It is very nice to 
have him help us in these wEys. 

I am goirlg out to try EnC. ~et e. me,n ::nd. a tec.m to grc.d.e 
the drive Jo~n to the g~rage and level o:f the dirt that 
he s been du3; out. So I w i 11 bid you fs re~vell ~·er no.v. 

Lovin; you both very much~ 
:,:o ':;h.:::r. 



MRS . JEAN JEFFERSON PEN FIELD 

THEGALAHADSCHOOL $~ 

HUDSON, WIS. 

Sep~err.ber 3 1'217 

De, r Cr~iL .. ren: 

There ia still this xost perfect weather with just 

8ll0Uwh o;' ClOUd tO give the !LOSt .VOD1..i8rful effects both in 

the dayti'I e ~nd 1.'/i th the .. con. Sometitr.cs I am sorry I ~et 

too sl.-:epy ~o !latch the ~:onJer of it. P.t niJ;ht it n.c-kes me 

f~el that our Lord Jesus must surel~ co.e soon and often I 

would not be surpriaed to see ~ suJ6en li3hting oZ everything 

c..nd kno1, th&t I:e hod coxe. 'Jo': s·c.rprioed. t..1t just zlecd. 

You ~id not tell me about the final coxinJ of tne ~or~. 

Your latt r of th l:th.ca .e this ~eek. I h:ve not h~d time 

y"'t to shov,r it to Harbert or ~rs.~ermo~t. Thi:::. 1 
-J.·- ..:. ~e :m st...ch 

~ very busy ~-ek. ~ill left TuescQy,Vinifred goin~ to St.P~ul 

ith hiL in the 2fternvon ~nj s~~yinl ~1: ni~ht at Earn.at's. 

The Cuts~alls left ~ednesday. They e~~ected to !O ac,n some 

aist~nce b; tte river &rd then ~otor through Io.~ ov9r the 

0 ood roa~s to Fort ·.~~yne. ··;eJnes_::ay :11orE:ing ~hey learned that 

somt; boc.ts hauling gov:::rnrr:ent sup;,:lies hc..d stranded on a ss.nd 

ter ~nd h_d blocked the ch&n.el. ::ey l~~t lere fer H~stin~s 

to see v.hat could be Jone ~s..rth-r .::o .. n '8ut ,n,e have not 'teaud 

from then to know the outcome. Frank Cut~htll is ~ fine .an. 

Las~ yec.r he ;;as quite in syr.Jcbhy vVith his father's native 

country,tut he sees ~hin~s dirr~re~tly no~. Even his f~ther 

said"! ~ould dig pot~toes every d~y of my life to help the 

.Ameri~an soldiers."P fu..Lny ·.v~y of y.;utti.:1.::: it but I su.ppoce the 

conv _ rsa t on surrounding the rema.ck ·.vould expl: in the t. I am 

sure that the majo:tity of our Sc::r .. ~an-A.L~ric:ns c..re r:c.,ly to 

:rop tLe }er.r.cn :rt o: tteir ne:tion~li"y r"on • .r'ort \7:ayne is 



90% Ger~r.an descent, I a~n told, yet the Liberty Eond sale and the 

m0-rl*dubscribed for the Hed Cross Nent way beyond what was 

expected of the town according to its size . 

V:he.t fun you two must hecve had playing at keeping ~-louse. ~:ow 

dear the Christies must be,I wish I could know them bnd thank 

thern,but I love them for all the niJe things they think of doing 

for you two and for othsr young people. 

Tell me more E bout the 1 if t ing a,pparatus c..nd c.,bou t the one 

for exercising the muscles of the leg. Do they work as you 

expected the~ to work? I am so glad that you can help in the 

way you are doing . If clearing stations are so cro\·vded ·,vhy are 

not more sent to you? Will it be dif:erent in cold.er weather? 

There is so much peace talk here,and so many reports of tha 

condition of the Ger na.ns, -:;mxxi:x their sending fourteen years 

old boys into the trenches 2nd sending old men and cripples, 

the starving condition of the people,stc . we wonder if the 

f:ghting may not end very soon . On the other hand one of our 

senetors ~eclsred,the other day,that ~e ~ould have 4.000.000 

men in France before lonb. ~-ill writes from Camp roabe in 

Des ~oines that the size of tle camp 5urprises him. Four miles 

long. 1.~0 buildings thE~t are not quite finished yet,making 
\' 

ready for ~ permenent C[mp,evidently . It ia now suggested that 

all ~en between the ages of Eig~tx&m nineteen and t~enty-one 

be drafted for training with the promise that they shall not 

be sent to the trenches before they become twenty-one . That 

~oulci ba~in the universal training and would send tr~ined men ~ 

the front if they are nee:ied later instead. of sending :co.w 

recruits. Till is looking forward with much pleasure to the 

work this winter . V.'ho woul6 h:ve i.ragined he would hsve felt 

like that. Jack hopes to come home on furlou~h for a week 

soon. The mustering is about over.You understand that some 



quite right ~n:... could not h~ ve 1Yell been oth r1. i se without 

doing an injustice to this other man. He is cc1led the Captain 

of this machine wun eo. but there still is a feeling th~t it 

mey be he will be placed so~ewhere else. He is thot much of by 

the higher-up-o:'ficers,evi:ieHtly. 

~u~ I am not tellin~ you n at has been ~y work this week. 

I h_ve been spending ~uch ti~e with Dr.Er~dford,anj as we are 

not espccic ::.ly congenio.l yvu will kno:v it ~~<:.s strictly busine.,s, 

althou0 h he lid take occ:sion to tell x~ th~t ne thou~ht I ~as 

~oin~ & ~rong to ~yself to take xore c~il~re~ to brinu up ~fter 

rcisins one ;_ :_ly--how free s.dvice is-- but he haS. bouught 

~uch o; bed ~~d table linen and some dis~es,ch_irs c~d oth r 

things. Every-thing is settled exoe t his _,ivin..; me ..,he check 

for ~ore th&n ~200. It took much of ~Y ti~e bec~u_e I looked 

o7er c:. re. 1....lly every sh, .st, 1-'i llo .. e- se, tablecloth, .... c..pkL. c.. nd 

beds re_d and put ~hem in separate piles ~-rke~-per':-ct, ood, 

fair,poor. Every pillow,~-~~rass cover,coxfort end blanket 

wes exa:r.ined. ·~~me - nd l'rs Cutsh~ 11 2n-=. E- rnest ;;ere also 

buy-rs. I set the ~oel of pl.OCO to be put in the bank before 

I could rest from my l~b~rs. I have over tt850- .~en ttey ~11 pay 

me. Of course that ir.cluv.es r~uch the t has co.1.e in from bills 

outstBnding. ~ith e faxily of :ro~ 13-16 ~L~ no ~elp we ~re 

'11 k'":; t bu.sy. ··e C:::!re expectL.3 'rs. Xing his •leek £:::-J.d that will 
relieve u.s some bat. Ruth,the cllil-:;.re.n ~d I ure 0 0in6 to St. 

Pcul in the Ford tomcrrow. 2chool be~ins ~uesd~y and they have 

b~en trying to arran ..... e so t at 11 rr.c.y ..:;o c..t tue sc.me tirne. 



But it cannot be done. Until the new school building is ready 
--and it is not even begun yet--they will have h~If day sessions 
for the pu~ils. The girls will go in the afternoon snd John in 

.: the'-m"~ning. It doe's seem too bad. 
Besides this other work I have been canning beans Pnd drying corn,all of whic~ tak~s much ~ime in preparation. Besides that 

I am rns.king a stc:.rt ~looking ove'; sorting,clsssifying and 
putti,ng zway things in the bLse:r,ent. I ca.n spend a good rr.any 
houns there and no one but an ex9ert vvill be able to distinguish tny differe~ce. The cappenters a~e now at Nork on the garage ~ut they ,':ill not be long. If the root cellar would or1ly hurry up a c:nd dry out it wo uld help. I am -.,rging on the girls the 
sdvisabili ty of their packing up carefully E:-..11 of their things to keep ~hem c:rNay from the mice c.nd moths, and I will pa~k away some of my things and then we will use this pear some of the 
old lL:.en etc.thcct wo.s Gc:l::.hc.d's. Rc:ther thc.n .::ell some of them 
for so short a song :s ~~s offered it would be better for us to keep them and patch the:n up for this year of close quarters. 
That work "ill t:ke some ~eeks,and I c2n see rrany days spent with t~e needle when I fiOuld like to b~ doing somethin6 else. 1 I kbow the down town people critioise us very hccrd. for not doin~ more in Red Cross work--but ~e seem to be doini all that is ~EX~ possible for us t_ do. 

It will not be practiJal :or me to go to church this year. The Episcopal e.S.is et nine-thirty ~nd the Presbyterian at 
twe:lve. :S.uth ·Nill t::.ke the eh laren do~m and c;.,ftervvards brine; 
L,em hoa:e :nci :urn the czar ov-:3r to \:inifred who will ::;o down 
with her cbilar~n. I will study the 2.S.Ti~es ~nd the Coutinent and probably '-'et just G-8 r,lil.ch bood as :,oing to church. 

Ti1ere w&.s quite a lot of exci terr,ent uOIVIl to,vn Thurs.=uy night .. hen tr1e ti1e People's Coun:Jil ,,~ s ~riven out of to~vn. The- t 
or,::.anizc...tion is .r.::.ds up of I. -;J. ':·. s L nd. various other treasona.ble soc l. ~ t L;s ;vho cl~;;,im th:::,t the ;.:·eople of : ... eri cu. ::.o LOt Lover 
er: ter in_, tJ..~e .. ::: r. I sLoulc,_ thi .. h. c. f t r ':l~ in'-' ..:riven out of so 
· .•. r.y. ;::L. c0s :::: .y ·ouli b::: 1·::. s: e hir:t th_ t .. l~e _f:eople ere 7li ~h 
the ovarn~3nt. :ta trc~hls 1s th_t e h_ve so m~ny traitors 
- or:..~ c11r l;Jov2rnors nJ 1rc.:;·ors fx-oi .. c: ic ... ~o io·Nn. ~ 11 o.Z t:1e 
stctas ~nJ cities _nJ to,ns ~re beinz fcrceJ to m~ke demon-
st~:.tions o; loy;c:lty to s: o l re tl~c;y s~::.nci. If this w:::..r does 
no~hin'-' eL:e by.t s: _ ke us u_p c:.r:.d bri:2..; vi t:.l thine;s to our 
"1otice <...ud to the point o.f "'"ecision J.r:ericv.,c.t leL st,will be 
better of; ~nd mors efficient. The govern~ent h~s had to t~~a oontrcl of so ucXlY thirr;;s -trrat ,r,e lLv:; fought before-: 'The buyin6 of whe._ t, ooe 1 .:u:;.d. probatly :n&.ny other things .L- kes us feel as thou;h something .. c.s sL!:.kin.s us out of our.3elves. E:v;:;ry. one has j o;::;ed alon; so corr.fortc. bly thieves h(.., ve h&.d their will c,ri th us Without ;:ouch to ,;,cke them ~ frc.. id. If ·,79 c. re knockecl doNn "e --:et up ':~ith a s,dl3 at ourselves,rub our sore he:Cis o, li_tle 
~nd ~o at it 2~c;.,in. If tte men next to us h~s been quite knocke off his feet ~nd cEn get nothing for his faxily to eat or 
~ec.r,v.e st~rt an orzaniz~~io n to help him out and let the 
thie·Jes and thugs '""'o on their happy .-va.y. or. but ,Ne are getting our eyes open, :.e t: re wE:. king up,and .•. hen we get fully a·;r:o.ke and 
our sl:eve~ rolled up for business--let all ~rong doers beware. They \'Vi' 1 think the millenium he:.s certi.A.L>ly come --nd th:.... t 2c..tan is surely chained and his follohers ftill hEve to slink away out 
of sight ond he_rin~ --or elae ref6~m, .e Jill hope the latter will hs~;en. Eut will thsre al#ays be h~rd personal proble .s 
to solve? 

To ch~n~e the sub1ect-I h:d a letter from Aunt A~die,~ith love et C, f Q_, you. She wa4. C 8 ,r.e to COine and .h ke her a vi .::;it this 
winter and ~rs.Goss w~nts ~e to vi~it her for two months this 



September 9 1917 

Dee.r Cbildren: 

What a queer thing life is after all,and how important every • • 

little detail is to us. Nothing in particular calls out that very 

trite remark that we use so often because the truth of it is being 

forced upon us anew every little while, except that the p:::tst ·vveek 

has been such a cyclonic one with just many details. Nothing has 

happened particularly only that I am continually looking forvvard to 

the time when the rush will be over and I can sit down for a bit ~nd 

do nothing but pick up the drop)ed threc~ds c..t my leisure. Many 

times it has seemed to me that will be the definition of heaven. 

I '.'Vas looking at a book in the case this morning and BU.ly said 

"Why do you have all of those things Hansen?" v,·ell, that is so, why? 

Of course I am always thinking that sometime I will have time to 

more than look at tl1em and perhaps pat them, that I will have time to 

get acquainted. with them and visit with them. But now the ti:ne s::;e,TJs 

farther off than ever. I spend from t~o to four hours alone in my 

room and lying do~n every day,but all of the time that I am not 

actual1y sleeping I e"m re&d:d:_ng the newspapers c,_nd. magazir:.es, tho the 

latter are never fin i shed before the next ones come . Times are too 

exciting now to re& d anytb.ing else. 

And specking of ne,'llspc:~pers,c.ltho it is Sunday I am so very anxiou 

to get the papers today. L~st night we heard th:t all of the news 

of tl1e saili:1gs of our troops went to Germany tbru the Swedish 

government. Now what will be the next step? She has violated her 

neutrality,she is an enemy--- - and if we get into the war with both 

Germe.ny and Sweden with our large population of Germans s.nd swedes--

oh des_r, we are already hs.ving race troubles in the South, ho·~~ are we 

to handle it all? Chc:r:c.s Fdr:ard ?,ussell 1,:Lnts us to oust Gronna, 

LaFolliette,and Stone from the Sens..te an..l M~~:s..e: . cleC:on out; both 2en;;:cts 

and Hcuse. He says tfJe spies in Russia are re.:: 3ing tr.:.eir speeches 



to the people as being the re;:;.l sentiment o£ America c.nd that Americ · 
never llill enter the war. He :ecl.ree it is doinc more h&rm in 
r,u,::osic tl,~...n anything e:lse is :icing to keep up t:Jeir unrest. 

CousL1 SeLm .:::c:.n£ord s~.euc Tl~·urs.1sy ;vith us. Iier two boys have _;on 
one in ~the '~s.vy <-.nJ. cue in ::~"e Gu~ r--,s. ···_ yL .:."d r:~.ll i" in ~ fE.cir 
L'J to receive o aoiTuJ,L;sicr in tl1e ·:~vy. I:e left tnn Jr;.;or &iter his 
;;r .. i:3.1J'c: cion c..nd .;ent .. lirectly to . e r)ort e .s. '::'1ere they seh:cteci 
~:..c of the best to lY-.. ss c.n e.lc .. r<inc.tion ~.itt -:;he ideo. th2.t tl.e ·b.:;,t 
fifty ... ou~d !Jc. '",eL1L to a trainin~, c.:.'~-r:. i."'.yl~n,~ ~.::11 1-'a...::~ea._ fifth 
~:~ t~1~l.t~~ 1t _ 1:~ ~ o~~n ~:v~r~l y~, r~ _s1:1~e he-~ ~l~ ~ ,~~n~ !ce:.~c1rc1~ _ "ork. 
,,c; l;,:. C:lJ-::>._.e>c;(l uO 1..; lJ.;.LTlvC. '-'·'"' .. 111 0;:, >~1cl'.rl-.;,_.. Cvfvrv hv c.;~1.16 
se L; tlcd. -=:id you ever :.:;~.. r o.l: inifred. ·.rc:,nn? ::e fell in love v~i th 
her i11 ~:~ 6th.;rLde sltho he h~s bed p&ssing fl~mes since _he has 
c.lvH:.ys b.::cfJ L. tlJ.e be c' of hi2 he<---rt. Cecil sa.ys she is "one pe~ch 
of 2. girl." She ic c....b~_ut Wctylcnd's e:ge,her fcther died b.nd &.fter 
~rL6uating from so~e college in the E~st she took up library work 
and is now in a Commercial library in New York City. Her ~other is 
with her and is anxious that they be warried before ~ayland leaves 
imerice. Every one on both sidet seems pleased with the match. He 
ray be married any de_y and Winifred 'Nill go on 1.vi th her 'NOrk until 
after the war is over. fnd by ~he way,Della Tebster has gone back 
to Delaven to teach while Flbcrt is eway. Of course,while he is in 
tra.ining he may not get a commission, but I suppose he will have to 
go in t~e National army just the same. 

Pnd that brings me around to ~ill. I w~sh you could re~d his 
lett2rs,they are the most enthusiastic ha:py letters end so full od 
int::; rest. The captains he-d the Of portuni ty of choosing their 
lieutenents,and it wee one exciting dEy. There was one Bnd.L.that 
he wa~ted,ae did othsrs,and he waived his first choice for lst.L 
in or0er to _::;et this man. You see,he knor,s whc.t he ce..n do c:.nd what 
wiJl be herd. for him to do and he wa:::J.ted the .r1en who .wuld. be able 
to round up in efficiency. tnd he thinks he has chosen the ones 
\.~.-ho will be strong in c.ll of the different departments,and the 
.r:c.jority have hc:o6. some ex.i:-'crisnce c·long the line "b.e ,.~nts to give 
them. :~en he got his five together and t&~ked with them he told 
them he should c..lways be open to suggestions but,of course,reserved 
the ri~ht to doEs he thot best. They ~ll seemed enthusi:stic and 
re&..dy to work tozeth..-;r c:nd c:.ll are detern:insd to make tr .. eir comp&.ny 
the best in the regiment. Othc:!r com1:anic.s c..re feeling t.-.e sc..cJ:e and 
thst Ni:l not hurt ~he result. One of his Lieutena~t• fJels he 
should hc:.ve hEed the place of the Ce.ptain in the Oo. ne:x t to them and 
he is deteriliined to beat him in results. rid I tell you the size 
of the pL ... ce? Four miles long, :ill»~ lCOO big builc5 ings, ~0. 000 .Len 
~hen full. 111 of the drafteC xen ~ho h~ve come to hi~,so far, 
have been college ~en,athletes,and seem fine stuff.---Let the Kbiaer 
look out. 

There is much being sc:.id about ho,. our soldiers abroaci o.o not 
like the nE~e of "SE~~ie"--re think it a good n~me,but it has been 
suggested thEt if they do not like that n~me they mi~ht cban;e it 
11 Kai serkc:.nuers". The cry seems to be ss they leave A,nri ce: 11 V'e ore 
off to can the Kaiser. 11 I imagine "Scmmies 11 Nill stick for every 
newspaper in America see~s to usinc it. 

Earn'::st and "ary came over ls st night to stay over Sunde..y. Such 
~appinesa as radic.tes from them warms us all. We are expecting 
Jack on every trEin now as letters bave stopped coming and we have 
had word from oth rs who h[ve seen him that he expscts to be home 
right away. Indeed one message for, Col.Burton «as th&t he would be 
home for the Reek-end. 

Marguerite F~ear was n;erried Thurs~.::.y evening. The church was 
beautifully trim~ed,the bri:e looked very sweet tnd tjny and delicat( 
beside her t~ll husb~nd, Phil look~d hsnJsome,the bridesx~ids ~ere 
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~ pretty,c.nci ever thing se"'rr:ed just right. The reception at .Anit::..'s }U:XK ~ pretty home seemed well plan~ed,in ~he m&in,the giits Rere be2utiful, ~nd rr&ny ola frien6s were there---end yet,there was something wrong. ~ 1 he first .vedciing I have kno~m of 1.:. tely ',\here the man in the case ~ was not preparing for war,but that w:snot i~,everything seemed se 
; cold and so on the glit~~ring surface,yet the two interested on"'s looked at e~ch oth r ss if they ~ere deeply in love--,b~t ~as it? Phil's ~ife w· s ill an~ h·d been in bed for five days. She dressed to go to the train an looked v ...,ry r;e::..k and white as she ,\ ent thru :h e room. Phil left to go to his place in caillp,Lnd ur .. rear took her h?me to Ken~uck~. I h.._&r from oth rs t.hr t she is the most a~tractive 6lrl to be lm.._glned. : 

Fortun~tely,before getting new glasses Elizabeth ha~ her eyes · examined by Cr.H&rding before he shoul:::J. leave for camp--h.: is very handsome in his uniform,~uth says.-- and a stigmatis~ n~s eveloped in one eye tn t was ~ot th~re be~ore. Dr.Bradford b~U6ht over two hun~rea ~oll~rs of things morv than a 'IJiieek azo c.nd I h~ve not he~rd ~ .or..1 since of the cneck--will I h_ ve to go after it? 111 right,tomorrow he ~ill he:r from me. After I set things in the sh~~e I want them to be in I am going to see if h re is not to be something done to sell the place. Think I will try and reach the aorth ·~stern road. If tn:y keep hheir stop3 here they should have Gclrhcd prop8rty. If th~y buy Gclahad property I shall ~rnt them to take S:rr~s pr perty--en~ th8n? The carpenter h~s bought some old windoN and door frames no. some oak pieses. And DOh I am going to lr.Oliver and ask hi~ to take some castings and pipes and wire to help settle his bill. Tuen I ~ill go to 2offman &nJ t .e Cre~mery nan and 5ee if there are not so~e things they want. Wnen I get all of this don"' I shall feel thc.t I am truly a busines wom~n. I tried :o be onv mxx~B once,you know. I shall ne ver forget how I s~ffered uuring th~t time. I hsvw no ·e~ire to be anything of the kind. ·H:rry Burt thought I hed the ability but ~as it not ~u~t because I could ple~8 people in the home? ana that is diff rent. To try and sell things goes dreadfully against every instinct in me. 'hen I was a girl I used to wonder how girls could do as they did to induce the boys to buy things for them. :f I ~a~te" tt~m to get candy,tre~t to supp rs or enythin~ o: th· t kind I would ~alk about ~he most foreign thing I could think of--rnd now I ~ust tur1 the convvrsation c ndy-w£rd. I told: rs Yertott t.~t she was more tactf 1 then I t .e o~ er night, .. r.el.. ,.,e w~.1tea to talk about our two chil r ~ n an~ oth rs Ovule not se~ thst Re were tryin~ to get off alone. : i'.'Ould simply hs.ve mc.rch('j..,. of..L'--she thoulht .... u.lly Cvl::..ed .. y ~ttvntion to some beautiful roses anc w&lked up &ne be0 an smellin6 thu~ &n~ waited until the oth rs turn~~ to mor3 int rastin~ thin~a ~k oaes. che aid the rignt thing,but I ~oul only nave thot o~ the result XXKX r nd bot the way of rec.. ching it. I .:...!Y. Nr it ing so fast that the .oru.s fairly tuuble ovc..r each othr. 
ln6.. no~ , :-·elen how are you fe;;lin!S ~ bE: t tvr I o hope. ; .• d <:..bout Juur going to tne Front,. il~er,L.fter you ~re unrOL~h ~t ~he ho~pit~l. Yhy r.ot? Is not that a dree:.dful thin; :or me to say? It is not that I want ycu at the front,but---- if you come b~ck here in Jece be in .order to finish ~ ~ur course t..t :.opkin;;. ... n_ beoo:ne a bo. ::...-fida ~r.You will have ~~ine~ y ur diploma,to be ~~re b~t . itbout the generel hos it~l pr~ctice you will be ~o be~tcr fitt=a for ~eneral 



practice than you are today-which is not at all. You can get your diploma in a very fevi months at any time. If you come home you will not only ','Vant to get in the fight some where in June c.fter the diplom is gh~~ you will be called out some?.here. elen is over th:c:re with you now. She is mc-.king herself useful ;vhere she is. If she 
comes back here c: nd you leave for Fn,nce again, l t is very doubtful 

_if she could get b~ck there with you. It would be easier for both 
of you to be on the same side cf the big pond. BesiC.es that, you have the opportunity of perfecting yourself along one lino:. of your profession at the front or at Blakes,it may be that you will never 
nc;ed generr 1 pre. et ice, and if you do th.;, t can come le:.ter. I know you ws,nt t::.. be a well-rounded physician, but just now it is t:-le kno.·decige 

1 of how to take care of the wounded thst is t~e most important and 
it seerr"s to me th}3t rig;ht where you are now is the pl&ce \~~There you 
are most needed. :;:ever mind the diploma,what you are gett£ng now will not militate against your getting it and getting it in a hurry later. This thing is the thing you want now and let the future take c::. re of itself. 

If chiLlren shoD.lci core to yo.u two,yo11 would want to be hoa:.e and 
~e should want you here~but thoae desires do not weigh very much in· the balance when one thinks of your being there 1 .s<nd Helen being here. for many months. She could go thru Nith it all over there>espeoially with such friends as the Chriaties to help her,and she would be 
'J.earer you,whsrever you might be. Of course~ I u.m vvatching tbe attack on the hospitals with uembling 1 but jou are bound to "Gin dc..nger 
now. Of course I shall want to see you at Christmas time>but there 
will be many another mother worse off. If you want my c.dvioe there it is--stay where you c..re until you are not needed,c.nJ. then go with 
Dr.Finney if you are needed at the front ~ore. 

Cousin Helen says she is a pacifist,and it has been a terrible 
tragedy for them to give up their boys>especially Dwight whp is only nineteen. 2,he is a pacifist only bec<.cuse she does not 7.~. '1t her 
boys in danger. It $s rather interesting to note t:J.e primeval 
instinct of moth~rhood in so many mothers. Is it that they are 
lacking in imagination that they do not see what it ~ould mean to 
trJ.eir boys if they did not want to get into this fight? This is not 
only the biggest war in his~ory,but it is a war for the biggest principle that ~as ever fought for in history. It is the fight that Nill end in the bringi:rJb in of o.nother era in the :.orld's history. 
Many a young man goes into it thoughtlessly,but he will come out 

__ of it with bigg ~ ide~s se - thins jn his ffiind than ever was thot to 
be possible for the nations to seriously think. 

lu~t Clara has had a nervous breakdown and Irvine has taken a vacation to look after his f~mily. :orotcy h~s had a return of her 
bad s~mptoms too.~h:::ht -=·vveats,exh;:ustion etc. As soon as Lunt Clara is able to go they are going to Californis to Dorothy> 

:,:y wet:k has been full--~,:onday I patched and darned table linen 
all day,separatiog what is left of the good and packing away for the girls. Tues6ay Ruth a.nd the four chil:.ren c:-<.nd I went to s~. 
Paul for th~ day. Tednesday I patc~ed sheets and pillowcases and 
scpar~teci from t'he good. V ednesciay evening Ruth and I .vent to South St il bvat er to see the two i ndersen families. Do you ren.e,~.ber that 
lit~le old house next the lake and just E&st of the factory? Fred 
has fixed it up with white enamel and paper and it is the ui.ti:&.a:t 
daintiest little sum.ner home on the insia.e 8..nd a ne.v coat of pa.int 
has made it look different on :he o~wsiJe espeoi~lly with its neA big 
;,orch ·;~here ci::..ey e~. t ':1hen it is warrr• enougn. Dr. :.:acDonald is with 
'~rs. 1~. Thurs:..~ay I spent ,Nit ~- C 1..<.sin Ee:en. Tn tt.e afternoon boing 
to visit l.unt ~::c,ry>'.lrs.Ec.ker t:nd '·alr.e. I." the evenir.~.g to the •Neciding. 
Friday I spent in the root cellar arranging the fruit, .naking a. place 
for the pot3toes and making the for~~r storeroom into 
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epte ... ber 16 1917 
Dea.::- Chil ren: 
This ay n-s gone so fast th~t th re has see~ed to be no 

t irne to get in any thi..t.:> one hcp .... s ~ o .... o on Sundcy, yet I ao 
SU) ose that ttwre h~ve be-n the us~al nu.ber of hours. 

• ·rs. ·ang , ill be ... ere L o _,et din .. r c..nd :io the dinner dishes 
here ftcr on 8und8.y,we hope,but ever. t:1en the ..... £..y ,ill be short, 
I ~sup ... ose. The o.ay Lc;;..s be:;;n .... rm, ..,h, air 1L .. e but ..-veryt:'llr.g 
.,;.s se ex. thru ::.... ho.ze. J re_,uL .. r 'l:ndi_n su er J y. 

The first part of the ~eek I spent in ~uttin~ up thinos fer x ... 
. 1inter.Jack h&s bc:en home 11 the week,left L.st . ight on ... : .. e 
ni ..... ni~h.., tr~in, n~ there h~ve be .... n so~v extr~ thin0 S oin0 • 

' r. H"ven · nd en >=t.mk ... r c~me o t one n:orning c.. .. cl J ck v..n~ I 
wen~ thru things i th them. 1.verythin~ is turn ... J o ;er to tue.n 
now,-nd .... fter tomorro·.i, .. hen I hope to get o.ll the rooms in 
or er in both dormitories, in e::,oou-o.~.·li'er :;: hope to turn the K8Y 
on the ~iff .... rent buildinss ~~d. lw~ve them Nith a cl9~r consci~.ce 
- ao nou kno. iJ.' - c n :inish i ~ c.ll up to.1.orro. 'ut I ax _o 
..... l_nnin0 • uth ex ..... c s c: ,.h:v.,;.n:; vvot~r• omorro.v E:nd"' ~r::..c .. t ..,o 

.... 1 ... ,~ :;. ere c.ll th::. t is pos~ible, ... 1 .; .. ou:; ... -... I ...... a pl nr.eu. otJ. ..... r 
t:.ii. o. 

~: .... f~ro~ thin~ I. u~t ell ·o~ io :, e l~~·st ~vci~e~t t:~t 
h .... ., co.ne ~o little 'iL ...... r. L..>i.lCh ~ for.:;un_te ...... ccident in tnc:..t 
it c ... ~... so "·"' r to be in<.::> a. !et 1 one o.na. mL, "ed. ::e ... nd J-eor0 e 

_;_th ?eter Johnson .. ar ..... cut in o the field ... o c tch the t. o 
horses. }eprge wd ?ewer h~d one o: u~e horses cornered,~e 
rec..rea. en his hind :e _,s, ·. ·1 lJ.er .:"'s onx the spot-- ...... s usual--:.. nd 
the horse came aorvn vr.ith ~hoof on &-eh siJe of "'ila.e.'s no""d . 
. is h .... ~Q is cut on both siues cle~r to the bone,~nd bruised 
down onto the shoulder on one side. He wEs not unconsc~ous but 
;sot up and Fhirled round .,_.,nd r n ~'""ain cfter the horoe,c..ltuo he 
did not senze h~t he s ao1n~. Dr.~.thinks the skull 1~ not 
fractured, ... o vever. Th" t h: p::,Jened y:::s t .... rday fternoon. :~e cannot 
,<:eep a.nyt~.in_. on his stomach :v-n .atcr. me is still voxitL'J.;j 
_r..-en stuff, nd h s ~ h: ~ fever,jud3ing by his looks et six 
o'clock t is evening .htn I Se:. r him. Ish now ~te nest un
:ortun"te lit le ~isc. i :? 

You .oul~ be surpriQe to sec t~e _i·: .ence Qoinc _ck on 
whe .--r .. ·-~S made in George. }e looks so v.ell nd. is e·tin"" 
bro' der in the c .. est ~nd. • i~ ~:hole m nner h ..... s ch.:..nr:.:; .... d. He is 
not looking .or mi~c~ief &11 ~he time,ne hdS s feelin~ of 
resfonsibility--"Dad "'na !"--Go ev .... rJthin~ to~ether. E rbart 
is deli Jhted with the ability he is sho~~ing in loo in:; ~ft .... r :tk.ix 
thinus --d .e r..-~lly is doing a 0 0v- de.l to help. M~me's ;irl 
h~s :one 'ut ~e i~ expectin~ Enother one on rturs5~y. Th-t is 
the Jorst of bein~ out th re,~ rls ~-n to :e ..... _r_r the ~~reets. 
Eerb rt h~s had a porch put on the siJe ouw .: the kitchen dovr. 
It is aui te c:. .. improve. nt. . ~ .nv is looki.. _, very well En"" very 
pretty this all. 

Jack -...nd uth and :,o .... bie . er.t to B6.yfield this .•reek. Left 
here one s..f _ e- rnoon ...._nd ack _e next evening. '3 · bie ~ ·1.used 
tbem by t. ~~re. ark \Yhen he reac .. :.-d -say field, or 3-rand.pa In0 lis' 
ho e, re; th;;.,r. :1e locked around at every .::;hing and t.. en ~ id "Oh 



how nice and clean everything looks." Is it possible that the 

children,themselves,get tired of all the disorder they are 

responsible for? At present the lumber left from the garage, 

the ceilient man's things,and the children's things make this 

pl~ce anything but "nice and clean," but we have hopes. ~dY 

plan for this week included outside work too. 

'~Ne are still getting some things from the garden. Tomatot:s, 

beans,cucumbers,radishes,some lettuce is coming on and some more 

corn if the frost keeps away a while longer. Of qourse the be-:;ts 

and carrots are still ready to be gath:=red in. I have a man 

digginG the potatoes on shares. 
~ Now ;t.rh~:: s you will not be interested in all of that, but it 

is all in the picture of your -~\'ould-be-farrr.er-moth;;;r. 

Wilder do you recall that Cottie gave you five dollars from 

:.:r end. ·'rs Price that you might buy something for a ·,ved.ding gift 

for you md Helen? Pu 1t Enu.a has heard nothing from JOU and she 

wrote Cottie to see if she had for~otten to give it to you,and 

Cottie fe€ls a bit worried. 2he gave it to you on the train 

just after les.ving Baltimore. I do not wonder that you f,Jrz;ot 

1~ , for it was a very confusing time. 

1 John has gone screc..:r.ing up to his mother. Winifred called him 

to come to bed,"ycs",again she c~lled and he ~as busy with some 

toy tnd said he couldn't come now. Gerry got up and turned him 

"" ,.. around and marched him to the sta~rs. He we.lt up scrs ming-"I 

'f can't go,stop uncle Gcrry," and ~he met his mother he cried 

-..J f'11 out "Uncle Garry made me cry,uncle Go.rry ~de me cry." Billy 

'pri:i.yed for the Belgic.n children "And send th.::m some candy and 

everything they want and some swimming suits." Once begore he 

. it clo:ed his pa~yer with "And for goodness' sake ~~en." He forgot 

'.J it w5.s intended to be for "Christ'S sake." 

· '-i I am z8tt ing a little bit discoura;sed about this trouble on 

my hands ~nd feet. I am gettingtno better ~nd I am almost cross 

~ about it. Jack c.nd I we11t to St. Paul in the car Friday and 

~ 'he an.::,. Ruth ;;ent over yestertlay. Everyone said he ;r,0s looking 

thin but .he lookeci pret~y well, I thought. Ti1:·se partings are 

_ ot very pleasant ~re th~y? 
I have agreed to t~ke a S.S.class,and what kind of ~n one do 

ou suppose? I have told everyo:1e I was not to take any responsi 

bil i ty ;:or a year, but a class of boys in the pr L.u.ry J.ept. ~.r..ve 

hcd no regular te[.:..cher for a long time,and it is George's class. 

· R ,."""'J '!Ne have-- all t--een troub-lad for some ti.ne bec::use G~orge-- he..te-d 

~~1 Suna~y school. Sv I took the class for the sake of my grandson. 

• ~ The children-Herbert and rkme-havc alwc.,yS wanted me to tec.ch 

~ ~ the Bible to their children 2nc. th re has seemed to be mo oppor-

~ ;..'r t ~_ni ty. I have been plonning ~- sort of a course o.: stories to 

( ~ tell the children out here and if I can utilize the same material 

for the boys in class ~nd repeat it out here in the evening it 

will not be so much extra work--on~y there should be work outside 

of class in order to get interest 1n class. That I a~ afraid I 

can ot tr.cnage this winter. 
How fine that Alioe end Chester are to te so near you. I 

supfose they will be at the Christi~s too. 0~ course they looked 

good to you. I did not send them a wedding pre ~ent. I am so 

hi;.;_rd up just now thc.t I \"VOH--.er if it will b~ all right to send 

it after January first? 
Tell me more about your work . -Jour letters are so good in 

that way. You said you .. er~ going to number your lstters and 

you numb:re.J. thst one. The next one JOU did not even d&.te. 

'r·i th a ;-ood. bi:z. hug for eash o..: you, ' Jc,_ _ _:;r. 
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Dear Children: 

I ~m going to begin my letter before Qoing coNn to t~ke 

my new class for the first time. ~o you kno~ that I h·ve chills 

(figuratively spe~ki~~) ~henever I ~hink of taki~g th~t class? 

That uo~s se c-m rij iculot:.s does it J.lOt ?You see, ;.het.. one "'t tempts 

to te~ch such imr.~ortant lessons the q_uestion is not 11 ce.b I ola. 

them? co_n I m;;...ke it intere::.ting? but can I h8lp them to le rn 

to hear c.nd obey the voice of Codi i'elp them to lecrn hov to 

lioten,upen their de f ears,and melp them to chooose to obey. 

When one think~ o; ho. little real teaching tt~re is in the 

ible clasJes one does not ~o.der that so fe~ people understand 

. e beauty c..nd ·.~or.de · of livin6. 1he responsi'bility of tecvhing 

is so great--yet if one re~lizes that re~ponsibility one should 

not shirk it becc:.use so many c;.re filling the place o: a teacher 

who do not understand that there is any great responsibility. 

'i ld.e r v. ent to school · gain yes t ::rdc..y. Such a narrow escape 

as the dear little ~·ello· ha , from des.th-or .orse. trerbert haa. 

hi:: silo filled yesterd.ay and '.~~ .. "l'le hed to a ·range for ciinner 'or 

fifteen rr.en. .:::he he.s £.. good girl, she thinks. 

lunt Elizabeth Free'Ilan came on '~eJnesday for a visit. Went 

back to ~i~neapolis yesterday &fternoon. She h~s taken the first 

course in the Red Cross Jressings Nork and is 60ing to t~ke the 

second and tn~n be re~dy to te~ch the people in Pess Christi~n. 

this winter. Dr.Strong of that place sent her word that he 

~iated she ~ould do th:t. It hts been a good thing for her in 

m~king her feel th~t she nay be useful in some way once more. 



Truly,we do all need to feel that we are needed somewhere or we 
cannot be happy. She helped me in some of the :r:ending eta. but I 
wes right tired when she left. Hmvever I am rested now, and all 
dituu•••gement of all kind has evaporated. I sold the far.nily 
this morning ths.t I was absolutely well now. My skin Sees not 
shovv it yet, but a man may be discharged from the hospital as 
a.bsolutely cured and still limp for months. I am well, in the 
same way.TJ:1ere are too many promises in the Bible for me to doubt 
and for the third time in my life I am going to prove it. 

Argentina is in the war now,or _._:c.rly so--The U.S.govermnent 
is,day by d~y,giving out the news of all of the spy work that 
has been going on. I expect they did a very wise thing to keep 
it secret for the education of a mass of people is,necessarily, 
a slow process. They must learn a little at a time and let that 
sink in before they can assimilate it all. It is gradually comi:Iil.1 
into the minds of many that their ideas of the duty of our 
country must be chang8d. .11ame is doing her little bit along thc:tt 
line. She has a German-American neighbor who never reads any 
pc.per but the Gennan language papers. -~~me gives her parts of 
the N.Y.Tribune very often. At first ostensibly on account of 
the pictures. Then she talks with her when she is at work in 
Mame's kitchen. The othar day she looked at ~ame with round eyes 
when she told of some things the Germans had done-"Is that true? 
are you sure?" ~.1ame s::~id there are the photographs and these men 
who s~ear that it is true are responsible men,one of them is a 
greLt preacher,Dr.Hillis,yes,it is really true. "Are they crazy 
over there in Germany?" Cannot people see that this is the 
Great War spoken of in the Bible when good is fighting against 
evil? Not tha.t all Ger:Lans are bad, -.i&r from it--neither are 
all of the Allies good--I am sorry to say,but the Germans have 
arrayed themselves wd)th Satan and all of the ·.':orst of humanity, 
anci we have allied ourselves with God and all of the best of 
humanity. v.e &re fighting God's ·vrar even though we are not all 
like Eim. They are fighting for the Bevil even though they are 
not e.ll like him. Too men y of them are very like him at his 
wors:r:-

Ls..ter--
I ha~ six boys of sixth grade age d)n the class this rnorning,but 
George was not one of them. Some nice little fello'Ns,s.ll hut one 
c:..nd he v"h.s eith'::r very stupici. or very iuo.iflerent. This is a 
most wonderful day. Indian suxLer still with an interval of 
cold and rain s.nd clouds of three days to make us appreciate it 
more. I do not know one t~ing in the way of news that I can 
te:il you. I am mending and knitting and going through things 
still. The news that interests me (except the ps..pers) is how 
,_c. .. ny tomatoes or cukes I can find. Are there enough J.H::;ht shade 
berries for a pie? Is Cottie more able to be about? e.hall I -::end 
her to bed or let her work on? Is that corn ripening? The beans 
have bsen picked again and canned for winter. Shall the girls 
pack their things in the Gym.basement or in the Lake Dorm? 
And a hundred more like things that sesm to make up my life now 
but are very monotonous for any one else. 

Elizabeth is very anxious as to when I shc._ll be ready to go 
to living with her as my better half. And truly I am anxious too, 
but my anxiety is to whether it will ever be advisable. I am not 
right sure of myself. You see,i": is this Yvay. Her life has been 
very circu~scribed waiting continually on a very tyrannical olj 
man. Her mind for many years has go .. e ri;ht around in a circle. 
Her vision is even narro~er than the prese2t confines of my life. She is int~rested,so very interes~ed in the least details of 
one's lifo. things that are passed and meroifu~ly forgotten are 
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the things that seerr. vital to her today. She brought up more 
things in my me.rri~d life than I have thought of in years. The 
present is intervsting to .. er nhen it touches the inner lives of 
other people. I do not m ..... n she is a gossip,out she lik s to 
kno~ all about the sorrows end happinesses of every one,even 
thbugh she mcy not know them by sight. She w~ ts ~e to tell 
her all about this one end that one ~.nd asks questions ~bout 
thin6s that it .. ould ne·, ~r occur to me ... o question. Such ..,_s 
-t-lO\•; . ruch of an inco~ne has she?-- Is she inttorest ed in tr ... e absent 
.remb...,r of her fa.rily? Is she setting as gooa a to.ble? etc.etc. 
I b~gan to think that I knew ~bsolutely nothing about my old 
frier..ds. 111 of ths.t is not in criticism, exactly, beco.use her 
life h~s been a sort of a piti~ul one. Ehe had a fine mind but 
she did not assert herself ccnd use it and now, •,;ill she be "ble 

t . "' +- "'" • .. t d . . .. .., . th. ? I a s1x~y-se.en ... o geu 1n~eres a 1n ~ore 1n~~re~~1ng • 1nus. 
am afraid : shoul~ not b~ Ebl · to stanj th_t kind o~ thing or 

"1 • d t ~ ~ T ... • t '-' • ~ very _ong. n y. ,--- eJ. ...... , c .... ~.~ ~OrJ..·y ov :r 1 , v•1ln;::;o :.~h-Y;:; 

co~e o~t ~:1 rig~t. 
"Jlr -ay \ i::.consin :1 s .~e re[!utt:: tion in . - s:'lin::;ton,_s ..,_ e 

:- ..... ood :d;r,inistr:..tor ~rlt~s,of "stc..n~~ing on the iore .• .'ront ::s 
an ex ..... Jle o ... .' e~.._'iciency in enlistr ... !t , .;.e l.,i'u .... rty :..o.n,in fooa. 
conserTc<tion,c.nd in -=te or~"""·d . .uc.tion and active N"ork of ~.le 
...,ts..te c .... uncil of 'e-·e .. se. 11 I have qu.oted. th s .... though.; yOU 
t'WUld like to knOi'i. e ... r Vv be--n oraered uy .r ....... ven"'on to .. -.....t.:.;:l 
... uescic:.ys Jl-..-tless c.~ ys .. c. e.;..lvo c.ys whv&tl.::ss days. i ... e ,,e 
~re Joinc?; tn· t i:; is se. id that Okl: o .. a f....,r --rs ~re i'e.:od.i.ng 
~.~·.eir w ec t to t. e hogs and horses rc...t 1~r than sell u.~ ';r8. ~0 
as has been di8tatcd. patriotic,~re they not? 

·en who repr~ e .... t Bi;::, Busir...ess h::ve been .. eewin3 Nith .lr. 
~:·oov er st Atl[ ntic Ci -y e:.nd amono other things they have made 
request tn t the Food Administr~ti on shell set prices on many 
other things. Th:...t is what irri tc tes the fc.r .. ers that grain 
should be sold at a set price while the things they buy are 
let alone. It i: a very big ~hin~ to whip a nation into line 
whe~e every m:n hes in a sense be~~ a l~w unto himself. 
: believe in Demooracy , of cour~e , but it takes a lon~er time to do 
things,~ithout doubt . o 

L"' f , , . t +- k . C:t ') 1 . "1- , ~ 1 t d . t . c. o ... .L 1 e ~ s p o. e 1 n .... . " ~ u n .._ -:.. ... o ..... ~ or a s n now 1 1 s 
quite prob~ble that he may be a.r :ested. by some St. )auli te for 
trvason. Th~t is the only 7ay,I gu~ ..... s. It is rv~l:y ge:ting 
quite u~safe for anyone to a~tack the govern~ent noN. It is 
almost a joke thou:;h to think that an Americc.n oa ... ot ~~y what 
he ple~ ses . Th. Ger ... t: n propag2.nda he d a st ron2;er holo. t 1an c>.ny 
could believe possible and it ~ould seem as though the en higher 
up , like La ~olliett~ shouli be t~e OLes to sufrer arrdst rE.ther 

or &s well as, en who have not as much influence. 
A letter from Tre~or says he is the the u~rine Flying Corps 

at Phile.d elphia. T:e we.s in a nev: machine with his : nstruct or 
a while ago and a sud~en puff of win took them end sent them 
to the ground nose down. ~he other m_n was qu1te badly hurt but 
11 the bull luc~ of Pe~,nut r~illiams 11 helc good snd he receiYed 
cnly a scratch or two. ?.e says the e~wlhte ... ent is \•;<aa.t he has. 

b . , in love :vi th the serv1ce. 
alw~ys beer. lookinf for,c.nd le 1s rnucn 



Clifford Babcock tried for the aviation service but could not 
p<:css examination on account of his tonsils. He 'Nent home and 
h"" · · m out e .. nd. then~c·S Frank was at Snelling his father would 
not consent to his going now. He is going back to school. 

Aunt Elizabeth met Dr. Russell's daughter and they talked abou 
you. Dr.Russell's wife WhS a sister of f.:r .Frank Prince's first 
wife. I believe that is the relationship. 

fiobert began to whine and cry c.t the table this morning. All 
he could complL in &.bout at..s thE·.t "John is looking at me.'' 
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De:1r Children: 

I could. not get in .ny Sund' y le.., t~r yeaterday ..... nd no1 I 

hv.ve s~ id 000dni~Lt to tLem all nci 1vill rite before I 

s tc..rt my bed preparations. ':'Lis morning :;: did. not knol\ ho1v 

my day v1c. s comin"' out. I ~.. .. being to St. ?aul in the morning 

"o be ,on"' :':le res~ of the .'eek nd th re ·::ere so many things 

I wa.ted to do before I would :eel ~uppy tcou~ le ving. I 

rs. ~ rs tud sen.., us a lot of er b 

apples and 38 could not eat them all eltho the chil ren and 

I .• ere trying our best to do so ~nJ. uhey would not keep until 

I ca~e back. I Aunted to tske 'rs.Xing into ~he stone hou~e 

ani fin1sh up the cl~~nino thvre so : coula lock the doors 

- .d S.dU t u~ e •,', i nJo 'IS ._ n .le 31 t\ere v. as another house off .. 1y 

T.ind. . en t •• ere .co.s .:o.ue rr:end.in6 tn:...t .r.ust be :..one ~ ld more 

that shoulu be one to c.e_n ou: xy room before I ~ent otf 

.... na. l:.ft it. Co :ie c .. e to my re cue,:.s she al:ve:,ys .... oes,c....n ...... 

~·hile .,he h~s nevsr .a e j lly :::n ..... ~p .. le butter she has spent 

the .1hol ~ ""y :. i h t:.e .P. ::.es nn- to .orrm· a .. e .vi11 .. s. r.:e a 

<. ... o: h r day of i t . 1ne oton~ hou~e is fin1shed and locKe· up. 

I s. 3nt t,:o hours f>ickir:.g "',::._,rries-ni__,ht~ ... c.. .... e ~or pies and 

strawberries for supper--I L·u a uap ..... nu. h· ve just fin.:.shE;d 

~he .r.e .ding that must be done ~hie .. v-s -.;.1e pile of stockings 

from 1 st eek. ~o you see, ... ~.:.le I could or::ly be t.rins the 

twi_s were almoat as e:ficieLt as the femous Gold Dust tnins. 

You re 3mber ho~ I _ed to h[ve ti~ s of cl~aning ut the 

stone house ttic? You re ... e. ~er too, t • .:.. t i... "'"'s .o the 

easi~st p1~ce to work: Could not stana up strai~ht except 



un(.ler the windows. I spent Saturday in that Ettic . TLJ.e child
ren were ~iven the magazines to sell and they worked hard all 
the rr;orning . After I had bean thru everything ·vnnifred end. ut 

Mll!&bl!" came up to help sort out some things and then tdrs 1 I\ing 
cleaned up . So I bade farewell to the attic . It is a good 
old attic and m&ny things could be and ~ere stored there . 
The Library gets some things,the Rumill[ge sale gets some things 
the rag man gets some things and I get some more to store in 
othsr plccces . 

I ilc'LV"e aed lots or fun this 'Neek. \'~Onday I spent in my O'.Vn 
storeroom end threw out ~ most all of the magazines. ]ow 
v:ilder· you kno7l the.t gives me an awful wrench . Tuesday I 
spent in St . Paul and ~ne dentist wanted me to come over this 
week Tuead.ay snd spend the week over there while he fitted 
som~ nJw teeth for ~e. I will go over to Cousin Florence's 
bet~een ti._s. By the way you knew that Dr.Sloan has his 
pl&ce in the army? Jean tried to go as his assisstant but 
could not ffiske it go. Sadie Cole's husband has tbken his 
pl~ce . Dr . Hocu~? I guess ~hat is the name . 

~ednesday I also sp~nt in my storeroom. It is ~stonishing 
hmv :nany things one finds to do when the._p1sce is so full 

- th~t half of the things have to be move~n orcier to get into 
the room. I &.m sorting things and taking over to the Gym . 
basement all of Ruth ' s things so sbe can get h :..r thin _ss packec 
out of t:ue way. Cc: r .y is ere tin;:; every thing of f'inifred ' s so 
thct she cc~ld movex easily at any ti~e . Of course the girls 
m_y be hers for years>and then if the place should be sold 
~e mi:ht E:l h~vs to move. Eut ro xatter ~hat hwp~ens things 
~ill be more cox~y here if there are fewsr things ~nd more 
r.Jom . You s:..o' l .... seJ her. ni.:;: t ::; '' ;::;·-:L :£8 leeks. llL:r..:: 

~ zain ~:1 Oi~ ~~.8 ... : i.-~-~J\:: .. re :'1\..- tl:e ~:Jols ~t~-: t .. ~ VC to be 
1::::'·.::;,: o :-r,:C:' c:r b:in_:.. ~-~ c:1 red up .._·ro:n :::11 ovsr whe pLce, 

~~ ~r....i p'"' c t.v. .... -_y in C~le m!:.n;/ ce~:. ~~~ ts 1~r- w\1 :srs t ... _ .... t t.~.~v3 been 
... ..-ro,..ri: ~""' .J • .'or .,J.- .L • 

.. r~u1~ .. : ---:l~ 31)8_-:.t i11 80-4-.. ~i ...... J; ~ ... _)r~,_Qs ~-.;_·-~~ .t .... _:i.~.1_; s ~et of 

liD_n. ;ri~Ey I h~d a surprise p&ck~ge of L bushdl of 
to~at0·s an~ a c=~t~ of )8-Ch:a ::n~ Co~tic snci I spe~t tne 
.hole ciay at that . !her. I work up to five o'clock I am 
ti :d c.n,: do ncJ~ like goin6 out to s-u.:.~.;er Yii"Gh our noioy 
little folks so I tEke a bath and lie down and Cottie brings 
u.:.e my supl:-er on a L"ay and I rest and eat and read anci enjoy 
it hu:ely . T~e~ when the chil.ren are in bed I ~o out in 
the oth r room wi th n:y kni-':: t ing ''. n:) the re2 t of the fa.rily 
co~e and 1; i~ is cool we have a grEte fire and eith~r G2rry 
or I re d cloud. That ma}(ss a very reatful end in:; t c the 
h rd de y. Then I am sl-3.sping so herd now the. t the o~h Jr nigh' 
·vYhen the oli mill burned.--th;; one th:,t was called ''The ~Tew 

Sich1.onl ~o ling ~il:s"--I heard no bells aeithcr did I know 
ths. t Hu th oe,rr.e do:vr: to my room e.nd watched the fire from my 
~indo~s . Tt re ~as a strong Eouth wind and the burning 
shingles were c~rried out as far as Sherry's . The old 
"Clark c:nd Jef L rson" n:ill burneC. ir .. t~.e sumrr.er , bo~b belonged. 
to Burkhardt. He declares th~t some pro-B~itisher burned 
them. :-his l&st mill wa.:: u.:oed to store grain but fortun2tely 
it fl~s expty. ~as to h~ve been fill d today . 

Sun~-Y I seemed to b: pretty busy in prepLring for C.S. 
clc...ss c.nd after th<:.. t Ruth and I went to the fs.rm e:-.nd had 
dinQer with the chil~re~ tt re . Eerbart ' s birth~ay was on 
Fri_ay and we ~ere inJi~ed to surprice him at di~ er but he 
tad plcnned to go to St.Pcul and hear Roosevelt so it was 

postponed until Sundc.y. He did not succeed in carrying out 
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1s plan for Roosevel t but he and ~:c.me u.rove over . l'l18y 
went to the '.lovics 1 had dinner e.nd then went to the 1.-~et.s.nd 
heard Polly&nna. They hsd such s good time off by thexselves. 

Stephen has received his commission ES Captain of a 
Forestry x.egiri:.Rmt company. The con.p<:.ny is not raised yet e:nd 
.. e do.:::s not now .hen he Nill be called. Fred is "· ildly 
excited over his work in thetraining c2mp. Ee had applied 
~·ro :he Hc..ngers too but he like the lrtill...cry so much that he 
says he: \'ioulo re ther be second Lieut. tnere than Captain in 
thE.. other. He ~lbo s·ys if he doos not get a commission be 
y, ill er.lis t right -:..,way. he can get all ~Le work except the 
sold~ering p~rt. He is so sort of eGsy ~nd:mi~ble ~nd ple~s~nt 
and ambling thc..t to ste-n.:::. at attentlhon for any time they may 
ot:l upon him is vety irksome and ~lmost impossible but he 
is quite sure he v'.'ill suoc3ed in uoing even th~t. T: .. e.y vvere 
jokin_, nirr. cdd. te}.li z hirr. 1t : .... s dcinu hirr: a •orla of 600d. 
be o c:. use he · .. L s re~ ll y u c t t i nl a 1 i t t 1 e t o o s G. t i ~ f i e d .. i t h 
himself. He c..sc..reed-- 11 Yes 1 I b~lL.:-vc: t:r.~ t is so. In South 
~tilli\ater I i.as some punkins, but at ronelling I ~m the 
c.wk""r~est rookie of them all. 11 

:o~ about your conscription--of co~rs~ you h~ve received 
Herb~rt's letter :o1.g beforethis and know that it w:;s "11 
a mi~t~kw. Herb rt ~rote immediately .e he~r~ of it &nd he 
had an ansvver tell in r hL. ·rcur numb. r had not been called a._d 
th::.t if it .. :. s er :lea they wou::..d let hin~ kno '. r:erbert t!1en 
nro~e you im~e·i~tely. I h~ve not spoken of it beccuse it 
'a= so soon shown that it wcs a mist~ke I forgot it. ft first 
I c.id ~et ~~nt to vrite pntil I ~~e sure. ~tey Ront c~ll you 
back h:re to o in th~ r&n~s. Your nuxter mi7ht be called 
but Hertert v. i :1 then t wJ..l therr ... here you are and that 1Jill 
~nu ~tall. T e U.f.is not so hard pressed for ~en c::..s that. 

l &m sorry th::...t 'r.Christie is so r:es-Lr.istic. :o us it see 
~s thou_h the u.s.w~s dpigg pretty well .. o ~~tion can 
.1.c.ke i ~~~elf over in a reinute. E:: Here not only unprev red 
~ s f::r as muni t icns :.n .:hi s .ere concernec. but the .vhol e 
thought of t ... e m.tion has hdd to be re:. justed enc. reborn. 
"h ve r..~ver ex.Jeot..;.J ".:o ~et i l.O a. Europe·n .~:;r. It 11'-s 

ta' en us lon~ tirre to re~li e that this is our ar ~oo • 
.::t hc::..s b er: irr.po~sible :or us to c .... un0 e 01-..r or inion of Gerrr.<;.O.ny 
in a curry. It h:s been irr.pcosible 0~ B eo believe vL~t 
any L"'ticn could re such e, .. 1on~ er. : .... ., :..~; re ,t ov r t ... ere 

or :J. .;,re n s zl:JI:y: ~ 'ee ... 11C1' or e..,.:: striie :- ... en"-' ""·w .•. ...,~ ... ves 
hink of l:&t a l~r.~e • .~ercen: of our c~ iz , .. J re .. :Jr...(.4ns . 
. e)r :re~ .4-.._t o: US "S tf ... ,y n~ .. d.&."' 1l V.J 08 ~1 0.1. nu..L n .... n,_ 

.r~nc~. ~t .. s h r_ ~:Jr n0 l:.n;.t to un e.c~ .. ~nd,it i3 ir..l.inite:y 
h. r-...er for 'l-3. .e ..... r.e .~ro- er ... c.n :.l.::. .• e •• t i_, ...... ... r;e on~,;; 
... Jr. •'-' iS _t,;iLw 8'-'~-.. ~J_;;._ OUt b...._t; ,t; h~Ve q""Jite Cl. r.-rob,;_w!T: 
Cu OU1' a .. L s. I~.e l . . - .:;1·~ .J..l ... ~ '--] to -=-~.._-·t (,<. rJVOl.u.
\.o:cr.L. l~l..J ...,cC.-t \,..crvio"""' ·-£2; '"'2C..L _[.,.rvt~y buy .. i.1C~" h~ve u.one 

0 CO- .ark tOO~i: S~~~~ ~owe. wi~ COUL~ry 1~ aO bi~,SO 
~ool n~t""Jred,:o , ~ste:ul,2G ehtr~v&g~n~. I~ ia h~ra :or ~n 
L . .:..ivi:i·t-1 to re::..d~u3t h.:._ ~Y o.: liv.:.n6 but it is .. &r ... ~er for 
a nc..tion. 'Jur .... ol"' o'l..:lcok h""s eo be re .... dju.::ted. TLe .11ills 
C-.!not furnish tte .. ool ..:'~st enough for us to u.:;e it. To 



s<:w.e -,,\ay "vvith co~l, steel. 3uga.r etc. Vie h;::.v-e not enough of 
anything to furnish all we need end all the Pllies need,and 
to lesrn to economize when we cannot see the need is hard. 

•I lite -.--c..r Dept. is doing its best, but no~hing Vil&.s org&.nized. 
Then too,you must remember this. Everything our soldiers 
need in going to France has to be furnished here and sent 
over with them. Shipping is li1r:i t;;;:;d for so many ships have 
been sunk. To get transportation to ship such great quantities 
of food for the others,our soldiers,~nd all that that army 
of men needs for every day use,for fighting,for traveling ate
It is ,,:onderful that we have done c-~s much 2.s we have. Just be 
patient. Do you realize that every rail,every train,every 
dock,every warehouse,every bit of food,every aniaml,every bit 
of clothing,every thing in the ~ay of army ~nd civilian 
E;tquip:r.ent that army of ours needs is bing shipped from here 
in the face of the submarine menace and the shortcge of the 
boa.ts of the ·,,orld? Give us tirr:e. 1.1'e will mc-..ke many mistakes, 
every netion has done so and will d.o so.But our hea.rts are 
big and they are working as well a2 our heads. And our heads 
are &bout as good as any heeds one can find. 

I ;;:.m sorry you are so disr.ppoin~ed a.bou~ having tc give up 
a ward for tlL l :ner ican o.ra:y sick. 1tha t if they are not surgi 
sl cases--yet? Have I not heard you complain that you were 
only ge 'Vt ing surgery end nothing in the ~Nay of gener&l 
~r~Gitim practice? nd yet, ~hen here coL~s in something 
a little different you are disgruntled. Don't you think for 
one morr:ent that you are going to be ashamed of our homeland 
and home governLent,but be patient ~ntil we have a ch~nce to 
shox the world.. It $is quite interest in;:;; to note how the 
general opinion is ch~nging. Eut eh dear,the Germans sre a 
piz-h 2aed r_ce over here. Co you suppose they believe ell 
the thinls that ~e hEve been forced to believe? No sir,it is 
all British liei~g lying. 

I a:n so glad about your picture. I ,, 2.s so surr:-r L;ed that 
you had moved ~gain. Pl~~se tell me about the Chesters. Just 
what is she doing? Is she driving a truck between P&ris snd t 
hospitals? ftre they still ne~r you? Has Helen more h~lp 
again~ Helen jo all the good you can----but don't work too 
h&rd. That will not pay,besides I can hear the remarks that 
filder ~&kes ~hen he thinks you are doing more than you 
should. You see,I lived with him lest winter. nd but I am 
gl&j that I did. That was a wonderful thing that I could have 
had that time with hlm just before he w: s :L&rried. I am so 
hcppy the:t sor!';::;times my lett.rs 3ay ;.:C.&t t:hey ought to say 

. _ ~-n_a at jus~~he .xi ~Ott.e11t. ~ 
But it is high time I went to bed for morning comes so vezy 

~'- rly. I do not knm· just .. , he: t 70u are doing 1 or think in;; or 
saying,but I do kncv1 that this sa.ne beautiful moon is stining 
over you as it is shining over us. ~he the air raids &re 
successful or are failures over Enll&nd ~ill ~~ey turn their 
attention to P~ris? You hecr~ tts story of the Noman who 
eL~::..y3 found excu:;es .for every one until some one said "I 
believe mother would find ~n excuse for the devil himself." 
Pnd mother answered-~"~ell,~y iecr,I sx sure you must admire 
his per2istence. 11 The Germans ere persistent too, aren't they ' 
Shall we say they sre E.; persistent as the devil? 2od bless 
you both ~nd ~ay you drew v~ry near to Hix. re ell love you 
both and especia:ly 

your ,-:o thsr. 
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Der...r Tv, o ct.il..:ren: 
0 Uery---Arr. I cut out -to be a cee.:::h.:r of small boyz vho a.re 

too old to be treated :s oabfues ~d too young ~o be tclked 
to -s if th.y ~ere re~son_ble crectur-s? or ~I ~o~? If I 
-:,.m not sh 11 I be :"'le vO fi"G .rr.:r::::elf ~0 the ;ork or iG the 
result Lot rvor);, .. t~.e effort? 2t i l, L : could di v i... .. e tr~e 

cl~ss I think: coul~ intorest some of them. I told ~hem 
chin morni_g that the l~s on h d been an utter f_ilure be~· use 
I h"d p-.-nt t •• os~ o: uhe vi. Vir. trying vO keep or.:.er (.;.nd. tht-.t 
• ->J _o ... :;thin~ : 1 ouL. no-:: do. If ~ne;:• co"JL .. !Ov co.r:~ ... her,; 
~nd k_...,~ q 1ie t an-: :..,e ~e. tl ... en in their "et ions "they ,, cul-.: be 
~s:re-: to l.;:::..ve. : ,;oul ........ c.., st ...... L ... ~·er it one L1.stant. hey 
loo' -...t oC SUr .. .~r:_,_u _nd s:100L>~.~d. .: u,';; . S _:J..l ri_,ht if 
I ~...,lt th~t I ~·s goi.g to succeed. h 11 I b~ ~l,_ys tslkin; 
over v.-ir ·v-~S~ .e~ I c~n ~~ke mycel. u.~erstvo· by ~eor~e 

Yes t ~r e y I . c.~ out hu:rry i!10 -:i c '-'"' t ir. the ,_,ar..., e.1 truck 
to 3 ve thi..;s from the fro!:;;t, It n ..... c .. e t •. ln:-:: o: L.e 

8.1 ~uoky C rc.ir.al. _o you recall how P.. c>.rr. , i!'l the rent-:..:.cky 
C rQL.· l,:ov_...::.. -:o ;o o~~ in ...... e 'utu .... ,.::ten frost . .::.s L the 
::.ir :.nd prepar .... for Ll_,Jr? : th01..1 h ... or him :-ll ..... _y ,re.:, ~ro.c 

3ut the result? only li.ten ~o "3his. : .• er~ ere e1ou~h of 
the st_· .vberries· .... ·or t e chiL ... r-.-n's"..,ea. 11 :l .• e Per... ... 'i lds .. ere 
:::..~1 over h~re end they had ~.et ~~Y be a ~~r-Ne~l dcy in the 
pl y!.ouae. Pl~y .... u ::.t k epin__, house--ele•, ~n of them--a.!d 
t.ere .ere eno~.h st~&7berriJs for tnerr.. T.o bushels of 
half ri4:..e ~nd 0r0en To. to-s. omo to be .~uc to ri;-en in the 
sunny .1inJ.o .s, s .. e n..., """ .. r:.err. 2.nu t .. - _,ree ... 1e_,t O<.... .., ... 1e ... to oe 
r..:..v..c u. .. L.to to .. e;to .li. ... oe .. at ~Otl.o.~.ro•:. To~::.y .. _ n._.."' corn 
on ~:.e co --the 3.!ee Jest one e Jer t s-:ed--· nd a ucl icio s 
. .:..l sh of s-, i so C .ard. "e<.X _ns t o.1.orror. ana. ra~i shes : nd 
lettuce. 1: froa: t .... _ g r.:..t..n. 

,.. s.---- t eL.os. all o.· t .. e .ce\. in 2:. P<:ul :: ... d i ne~ olis. 
I h ve .ot my .e:. teeth ,.et . Th -;u ... s ·re ... 1ot rea:..ty. I am 
su .ob3d ~oh ve ~ n bri~ge,ho~e er,but ~~iled because of 
a tooth ~che s the ~r.w s re::.dy to fit t e bri...::.. e on. : ~o 
ov...,r , 'in on Tturs ·y. 

Jack is on Gen r 1 .ich rds staff. I .ill copy sc~e of his 
, ... "' ~ "" + • ",.. t t · d ?? ry···r-~ ~..,~r ok Yvs~er~ y. _nor r 0 ~e .. ~e requlre ~ owUU 

.. en or t ... e Civision ~e vario s ,. is . ::-' b ' 1ill 'Je mer.;..ed to-
2;B'vher nd ·.:i th so.ne .ichi:an trcops , the 33nd. Army 
Liviaion.The b7th.Je~ot ri~a6e is a ~art of this ~ivision. 
Th..i.s Bri_,ade su", lL .. s vhe officers c.nd J~en lost "'S c ..... sualties 
and ~cts es a training department n- sup~ly de~ot _or su)plie 
~riu . Gen . . io~~r~s i~ the commanding O-Iicer of this 57vh. 
~.B . He has on .i= staff a -~jor,a c~ t:in ~na w• o Lieut . 

e has selec't'"'j e e his c_:ptain nd I move over to the 
Brigade ::ead.q1.:,::-rt Brs t omorro.l' . :;: G is pertly o.: f ice :'Iork . I 
exJect I shoul~ te pls sed to be selectea by Gen.R. :rom Ell 
of "Vne capteins in the ~lth . .... th . ~ •. d 6v . :.-'.~ 0 , _or ~-.is .•.ork . If 
he ha not .. c.nte'"" .1.e I ,:cul · have been pick~-=. c:S one oi the 

officers to go to ~r~nce so~n as ob~ervers. I .e:er ~~nted 



anything so much as~ chance like that and Col.Cousins recommended 
.,_e as one of three from the 6th. but Gen. R. overruled it e.nd would 
not be moved to reconsider. Go I we,.nted one job end got another. 
Howe~e!","-is is my work and prof::;_sion now. 'There is one advantage 

of being on the staff of a General. It brings one near the 
beginning of things,~nd chances and opportunities may be more and 
better. 11 

Will is having the most 'Nonderful time of his life right now. 
It seems to him as though all of the things that have come into 
his life so far aas been but fitting him for the 7Wrk in hctnd. His 
company is showing up wonderfully w~ll. His Lieut.said to him 11 It 
is too good to be true,I am afraid it cannot l~st." 'That after 
some bit of prcoi se from the oomrr:anding officer. V\ill said- "Never 
~nir1d that, we will do our best to keep it true." But few of the 
Capta.ins have had his exL. erience in the training of men, .L'or the 
rnen are but boys after all and VJill treats them as such. ~"le does 
not think he wa~~d like the work so well in timss of peace,for he 
would not have the same c las~ of men to work with. 

Stephen Phipps is in Ws·shington now c'.nd will probably ss..il soon. 
l,Irs. Phipps c:~nd Helen have gone on to be with him as long as posai b. 
They t~o foolish womsn are making the~sel~es so unhappy over his 
going . 1.':inifred says 11 Vrny I should think they would be so proud a.nd 
happy the:~t he has a eh~ nee 2.t le ,;t to make some:~hing of himself." 
It is ~nc.king it hc.rd. for Stephen, I should. think. 

1!Jh<::-t a shame that you should have ha·i the vvorry about th<lt draft. 
:on't you knoN that Herbert Nould let; you know in time? There is 
one lett2r that eviiently missed re,:ching you. He would have 
cabled you had it been necessary. Poor boy I ar.u sorry you had that 
ar:.noyance. Your L:st lett:::r ca ... e e<. ';teek :s.go to:r,orrow and I have not 
Jad the time to t~ ke it up to ~.~r' s. :c. n-~e re~.;ort is 2"11 over town 
that Winifred is to move into town for the winter. ~r.Tourtellot 
told. her how glad be ~ s th~t she was to leave tmw Galahad snd be 
neare:zl them all. Jo•N suc:-n e report got sts.rted is a rr,ystery to us. 

1!.1:ile we I'our .,,;ere '11.Tashing the dishes today we had a very self
congr~tulctory telk. ~inifred:"How beautiful this all is. fs I 
sat at the table and looked out over the lake and saw the sun 
shining on the ws.ter I thought that rez,lly we ·;~~,ere having, perh2.ps 
the happiest time of .::~11 of' our lives. ',·:ill often says that the 
trouble ·gith us is that vm :io not live enough in the present,and 
I just r;ean to try c;.nd r.pprecic.te each ds.y how happy we c-.re. n 
Ruth: "Yes, I believe that this -:;inter is going to prove to be a 
most wonderful and rich year for us all." ~oth3r:"I often think 
that in ~he years to come the memory of these hours ~hen we four 
are at work together in this kitchen will be one of the brightest 
and most precious." Co:tie: "That is the way I think about our 
evenings together when some one is reading and the rest are all 
knitting. u·:inifred: "That is tl:e .vay VJill likea to think of us here. 

Is that little con'lersE.tion :::tall illu:mincc~inz aoout our beinG 
"so crowded and so noisy ~nd n:rve-recked"? 

Le whole country is worked up over L&.Ffo:'..liette. (If I could 
get a fsw more let~~rs inhis name I 'Nould. He 1r.ade his defence 
on the sp;:.ech he made in St. Paul, before the Senr~te yesterday. Ee 
clai!l:ed that he had been misquoted but did not say how he we.s 
mis-quoted. He re.~:ted about the ric:ht of free speech fc;.::: every one. 
Ee attacked the e.dministration,etc . .Lor three hours. Senat-.~r 
?~elloc:.;g of St . Pful ansv'\tereJ him. r.rs.ny other senators scored him. 
:ill they unseL.t hiT? probs.bly not for he w uld then hs.ve time to 
W01l~ up some sy.npc.,thy. Senate has adj our"·"ed until Decen~0er and 
t:-:en some action will be takeu-prob:::.bly ceD~t .. re. Roo:oevelt is 
- . ' . ' ' ~ pe och. s -~ nd exolc.ining the C.OHLT much bett.;;r ·rvorK n.:..re tn:lKl.n;;;, s ~ ~ ~· ... V . 
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Jonditions of things ... h.r~ c:nd :::..broed. than he could po.,sibly h_ ve 
done .... t the he a .... of ... div L,i on in France. ft r _his '· ork is 
.. ell :1one h.3re it .c :.._: s-..v. to me that he could be of :nuch help 
to ~he ~~:si~ns. H~ is so vit~l aLd so e.thusi-stic enJ so 
fe rless. E~rn st te~rd him in 'in s polis. He hr~ not been very 
..... evote-.: to Tediy,but he s t--!llith .,he usual :'~r .. est :~c"'u rrie 
h:.ck--in ·ox ri~ht ·"'"' r hirr, ~n..: coula. · ....... tch ev .... ry fc;..ci_l 
exf.ressicn s J._,.;_"'"y s s_... kin0 • Le ~..r.inK:o> hirr ..... ,.on .... -..r no .. ~ n 
. iv ..> .... irr. .lio -:. .. ot -...v.. ••• ir .,ion . 

• L ., .. ol .... tume of o , I J -• 1ot 

.... o ~ e '"" J., c r "'.i. _ i e 
i o .... :. :;:riotic ~o.....:c .. ion · :.i_ 

" re _,ra .... -
";hinking na 

ule-- vU TvC 11 11 or 

r .. .it" o ~o:::_, .. G. on ~ .::.t:..r 
or ... e o~ ... e • ule 'bo:· . .~.o r._ s gon ~ to t ....... fror. t. : 

-...1---. no~ count .. ( 0 ucr .. b.::..n.Lrs _ e in me. ny . in ..... o ::; . ol .... ~re; 
oB one ...... ~r, 1 r c;.. ~ ":rske e eh hrve t 0 stcro ·~d lB wv·U to 

he: ve on_, :it.. ... ..... ree o .,_ rs. ) but ..... 1 re .. ere . any of t.1em. Th~n " 1ere 
ere mo t at t r ...... ct i ~,e p:!. c, r. .... s oC- t.., red in ~.:e ...... ecora t ions o:: red. , , '+ d. . 1.-.... t . t t t 11 nu. .111 .. e a V1Sln0 \'•ll~'-' vO ~... c....n ,;. c...v no 0 ..... • ...,e more 

b-. J.,- e· br .... '-'- '. 11 ''Uae :ess 1he~t na su"-' r. " 11 E t pean1.. ~s c:. •• a. • nut 
bu..,-:;.::r.' e:c.::= ... c. I .~s not in.: hurry so I :::,:op .... ed ·-·~ , uch~' 
the ere .u.s. I h. ve 10. :..e_·eu. ,_:::.y ti... 3 ho. mt;.1 . ere t:....k.:.n; the 
eh: n;v in n.,::. .• " that is bvin...., tc. :;..~u :!...l L .. :1 .... y .. ere :::..s L t rested 
"S ,e ho.e al: 0~ t .. e ',OLD c.re. J.Ot m::.,ny •.o .. ~. vr...., re-dL ... t..> t.1v ,_, 

1 c~r .... s but so .1any nen ere r ... .:.r.z e t;r one t;;na. se~.~ ...... to be 
so th~mght 1 cbout it &11. .:8.ry ~c.C. ...., J s s .. e t~.inks t:.e S 1::. he..d 

, rr.ily "'re ... o::.lo L1~ .cov r :.~vice more scie ..... i.:ic lly t~.an o.nj; 
f n.ily she knc s ..... bout. 

ut I t~ve ne:; tol-.: you ..,:. t I c..rr. 4 .. ...,r.: ct:y ·~.., 1 ... c I do not 
w n th't my h n s et~.~r6 cle.red up e.t:rely but I h v~ ~~opped 

.11 cf ~--3 r,.eJ.i.cir.e .... t w s , ~ ..... 'T.e .L put .. y c<; ..,e in the 
han .... s o.f t.1e ~ e<::1-t Phy..:.icLL.. :"o·~ sy pat ... ~tic wi 1 you t .. o be 
.i.n \,. c.t : say now? ~ ao not :no·. ho v much I explain d to you, 
'ilder,abcut my cure ... en I :.o.<i n -....ritis,but I h_ve been~ bit 
\.ry of a ying much but it because if one des not un~er tc:.nd 
tm.sJ it's useless to s y much "'bout it. But I kno."l th tit :~s 
pr&yer th..,.t c .... red me then. Ever since I came ... 1ome fro . .J Bc..l t imore 
I i&a.ve religiously une ev~rythin'-' :: .,a vOl to ClO dnd it ,.' s 
getting ·,orse (... _l of ... he t irLe. y h"'-' a.s are o p_inl'ul .. hen .ever 
f... ... iy one t kes Lola of ~ 1em,it hurto so to do .;..ny kind of work, they 
ache :-t ni;ht c..S e:l CS by <-Y• Cetting -~crse in n.c;.t the crea 
''"- inc e~ sing c:.s .. ell a.S the depth of ~.~he ar t:Ct~d tios'L:.e. 'y 
toes ~n<i eels .. ere so pc-.inful it w s often h"'rd. to .•:c..lk. 1 v.id 
not consult "'nyone ~lse for Fhor.: s'1ould ::: consult? ur.K hsd done 
what he could, Dr. Ccck h j o .. e .'hat he could and more th-...n that 
had consulted all of the T .ir. Ci y skin men. rr.Ha.1:bur .er l:.e.d 'one 
all that he could. It . : lc..i..... o my teeth--llrell, ::hi le~ there ri'as 
plenty of trouble ·~ith ny ": eth, things ' .. ere no. ~ e:; .ing b tt .... r. :: 
ha' black time or disc our :,e:ne t r.hich I 'ce. t to rr.vself. :' .. en I 
took the tirr:e to h~ve a consult~tion .ith . y f~ith ~Q the Bible 
~nd I came to the conclusion tt~t I 1 d : cure right ~t h_nd if 



could but believe. I prc::.yed e .. bout it until "the feeling WELS very 
strong thz.t s.ll I had to do ~Nc..s to believe-- 11 Vo11&,t things soever ye 
desire,when ye pray,believe that ye receive them,~nd ye shall h&ve 
them. The final acceptance came two weeks c.go tonight. The next 
morning I anmounced at the breakfe:st table--.:fter the children 
End 'J(. rry heed left--that I ws.s cured completely. i·Jot that my 
trouble WEB not still visible but that it was cured. The habit is 
there,the tissues ere not helled,the pain is there,but,in a way 
I cannot explain there ~as a different feeling in them. I am 
using no more of the drug,but am only putting on an oil,usually 
vase line, c;:,t night to sirnply soften the tissues c:.n: give them a ERZE 

chance ~o hee:.l for they are so hot c::nd dry e.nd cracked. Yihy it is 
not healed im~edi~tely I do not know,but I know it will not be 
long before it will be. t~d nhen it is h:Eled th~r~ will be no 
return of the trouble. It :c:ill be t.~J.e some Ecs 1 wi tb rny neuritis. 
:.o Dr. cures neuritis so thst th re is never eny more reburn of 
the d ise,:_se. 

But I have spent all of the l~st tNo hours talking with you 
cL.,~ r chil:.:ren .:: nd. th.::re ~re othsr c .. lls thc"t must be e.ttend.ed c o. 
One co..nnot h::. ve ec. re~-1 convers: jc ion GO fc r •~'!JG,y, .L'or .. hen it c&kes 
e; .. t lce.st ;~i:{ vve.J}~a to _se-t c .. n s .. 1o~ver bc .. ok one t~[:ts for~o.J.:Cer1 ;~11~:-t 

one ~~ntad to knoN. So ~y l~t~~rs are nothin~ but wOnolo~ucs,_n~ 
l1t-re i~ !.:torin_; ::l-"Lt in -:;':':,Oh L:-tt~r Ci_-re ,'l)i]] 1): oOYLt;;trrinz o£ r cl 
i11t rcsG. ll~ : 11~""18 ~'lOv o.~ol:: y~}u one ~f1i~~13 ::,bout '::.;i.:1~ "'t :._ Llsin. 
~-lc:c-s::C6 1 in ~ .. il1fl._.c.~oli.3. :·:18 ~.J::;~: ~.L[C,::: c->00~. -vi.~it. ·.~e f.i:Ve 
=:i;o~e.~ Uf:. vt~e i., .... of ~- 7.irJ._, .;:1_. ~Ji:.:·:s c~~~e .. rJ.-~OiC le~-..;OY.~.3 ''_;.:;·Jc..U .. Se 

ib .,ou::. be he:I'i ~·oc· t~r to co.1::: ov~r ~:nd th.c J:'i~no .:'.us~ .:;:;<;;.nv:. in 
Lhe bi roo~n tl: . .':.t i.:; rlo~. ·t)J.L ..... Ji..·:JrO'vt0 :-... : r .. c; ... ·or c.:a..l c.A.: t:).v fc~.tily. 

:-c ... ou.:-:l be "toe :-_:.;~_rv.. ~o gd: ch-:J: ~o pr 0_/~ice ·c .. n~ i·t ;r(o·ul.J. of~:;e11 be 
t::-o confusin_;. ~elen is -,Jorkin;:s hc.rc r:ith hc.r voc;:,l. I Ls.d. ~inr...er 

::ith Ec:r est anj · ..... ry in c:ceir ne1111 pretty borne. I'hey ere so very 
hc_ppy s.nd ahe ic; enjoying it e<ll. ·~· inifred c nd :-1.uth are looking for 
v,ra.C. to tr ... e time when they cs.n h2.11>e a home too. Helen is hopin6 
for th~t time too? Eut Helen debr,do not try ~o have a home until 
after the <;ns.r b':::cc.uee ·i,ilo.cr will bot be able to be .:ith you c.nd 
£_ home v; i thout hirr will be no ho.ne e.. t all. Your t irr.e of 'Ne-. it i1.g 
will not be long I hope. 

God ble~s you both,cnd some tim~s I do ;et a little homesick to 
see you, but time e;o~s f:::.st c.fter all sna. ,ve ~.re all doing wh&t •ve 
can to make the hours end dzys ::>nd 'Neeks and months 1rrorth something 
to the ·::orld. Ti th 2. hes rt plun:b full o.: love, 

::otl1~r. 



::'ear Chil :J.ren: 

Galahs,d. 
Hudson V:isconsin 

October 14 '17 

Two weeks ago tomorrow I received your letter writGen Sept. 
5tt. Nothin~ more until last eveLi~7 when the one written on the 

u . ~ 

19th. c~ e. eo the Septsxbsr I2.le~ter has not come yet. The 
le·ter that came yesterday waa short but it told & good bit too. 
I think it is perfectly fine thEt Eelen could meet her goi-son 
:::.nd if yuu coalci be the rr.e&.ns,th!1l i:r.Christie,of re-uLiting 
t:.is f;:; .. ,L\.ly would it not be a be.s..u'-iful thing to h~ve come into 
y~ur lives of helpfulness. The hope m~kes us h~ppy too. 

V;hat I wa.nt to know is,how can a man be knighted by a foreign 
~ower and still be a citizen of another co,ntry? ~n aritcle on 
lloover aaid that he had been offered a title in England if he 
would tc,ke up some certain ·work there (?l"hat tl,e work <Nas to be 
was not stated) but he would have to renounce his C.S.citizenehiF 
if he acc:ep i:ed, so he ref1~1.sed. "'e took it for granted, .:erge.ps 
tecsuse ~r.tsto having renounced h~s citizeG~hip an~ accepting 
a title th~t it was the title thst would make it necessary to 
becoxe a citizen of Zngland. Prob~bly it Ras the work he was to 
Lirid-:.r~s~;:e,iE.:;tead, :or Sir '.'illiam Osler has not become a ci~izen 
of ?ngland h2s he? I suppose it th~t the king od Spain 
who knighted ·r.Christie? .And what is his title? and why do you 
not give it to him? c:md what had he done to cause the king to 
knight him? 

I kneN by the item in the paper that ~rs.X.sent to yau that 
death had taken Revere Oslsr. I am so sorry for them,but I 
wonder if the feeli~g that he diea-a soldier's death does not 
help these sorrowing pc.rents? If you feel one has died a need
less death,as illness seems to be,or if he has died without 
doing his part to make the world worth while for others ,then 
would not one grieve more and longer? I do not know,&nd I shall 
not try to harrow my feelings by trying to imagine how I would 
fnel were it you,3s I hc:.ve been te:n~ ted to do. I cGcn only .s.sk 
the Father to help these lonely ones to feel the Everl~sting 
!rms about them. I h~d to Nrite ~hose two NID~ds with a capital 
for it came over me what the thought of being enclosed by those 
arms tad meant to me in times gone by. Just not able to bear 
another ounce of pain,juet needing some comfort and with no 
strength to seek for it,anJ then lyin3 do~n Rith the prayer 
that those divine arms Rould take me close and give ~e rest. 
Oan one ever forget? The Nay some of these Bible words ~o help 
one ~hen one needs help the most nould xake it seam thLt Ne do 
our children a great Nron~ when ~e do not just te~ch them the 
~ords of the Bible. This mornin~ I was a tiny bit depressed 
becaus my h~nds hurt me and it has been three we~ks since I 
w;.,s res..lly filled wi tl: tl1e assurance that I 1'V&.s hec:.led. ,~e'J"er 

for a mo.r.ent have I hesitated about that, b-c.:t I could not uncier
stand why the pain and eviience Nere not rexoved.Here is my word 
.for the dc;y. "::y soul melteth :·or ;_eaviness:stren~then Thou me 
according unto ~by ·.rord. n T)s.ll9:23 . O:::ce before dc:.ring t:1e 
three wesks I ~:ve been tempted to be de~ressed and this was the 
;r.ornin:;- uor:i. 11 .:'.est in >:::e LorJ,s-rd. wait patiently :or him. 11 

Ps.37:7. I tell you David livej all of life from the d_epest 
depths of depression on account of si~,an~ on account of sorrow, 
c:.nd of helplessness,a~_d of tt .. e result of nc...tred e-nd je::tlousy 
of those c..~ ou !~ him, up to the '!cry he iE:;hts of h&-:,:;p iness c:~nd love 
and joy. Ee lived,::.nd he 11c.s been helping ot~1ers to live ever 

since. Of CO!,..;.rse,I can see one re::son .for bbe slowness of 



the breaking up of the habit . o make 

-



the first o1.e. Cornpl.~ined of '-'· s~omach s.che. Dr.s::id. not to give 
J.-.c:r E\..nything to e.it until she W·~S over it. l't first we gave her 
only the light~,st of food'>and finally not a mouthful of anything. 
'lh0 re v..ras no fever c.nd dLr ing the d.a y very little if any pain. 
lbout bedtiffie parpxysma of p~.in Nhenthe bo~sls just below and 
sometimes including, the navel vVould twist up in a spe,sm. Then 
no rr.ors un b il tte next spc srn. rhe .)a ins did not come regulc..rly, 
soxeti~es seexbd ~o yeild to hot water and sometimes not. Some 
ti:r1es t "e r:alLn v\CA.S lic;ht,sc"r:atL.es ,;·erd.. Sr.e becc.me exhccusted 
and lc.nguid, of co-c,r:;e. 2 uc ye d. in bed--·"e~l _or a bou-s ...... 7eek I 
guess the worst of it w&s. cro-sbly two d~y~ when she h&d nothing 
in her stomach. 2obby is going thru tne same thing. He 1s ecting 
a li~tle now but very lit :e. Pfter :~r~aret bdgdn to eat she 
see~ed starved an0 h&s b~en e~ting more of a variety than she 
ever did before. She s~~~s perfectly Rell and is going to try 
and skip a grade now. She enjoys her school work cs she never 
:id before. Elizabeth he.s been sick since Thursday night,John 
since Frid~y night. I~adache and vomiting later followed by pain 
in tn6 upp.,r bo~J:::.l. Elizabeth is dre_,sed now, but J:ohn feels 
pretty bad today. They none of them like the st~rving process. 
:illy announced yesterriay morning '.Vi th his delightful grin 11 I i:;_.ffi 
sick no~." But a dose of laxative fixe~ hiill all right. Of c_urse 

& ls.xative f~as be,:;n :.:;i'Je~l to ::;~ch of t~1e,n at ti:~c; bebinuing. 
I was to g~ to Dr.ONen l~st Thursday but Cottie haa been in 

bed 2 .. 1 dCJ..y · ednesCtc..y end :::'lmrsas.y morning had a bad dream that 
frightened he so she did not r.ant to be alone,and. it w&s rs. · 
Ying 1 s ay c.: home. It \:as a fortun&-te thing I gc..ve up the trip. 
Eut wn2t ~re dful thin~ ~o you think our mother did? I ~as to 
go to ··inucs.polis to :·rs. :?rince 1 s for lunch s.,nd in the press of 
buainess I telephon~d to :r.-nd never thoueht of telephoning to 

rs.Prince. rhey '.',&ited until quarter to tvvo for me. Lu.ch at 
one. I e_{psct to -;o over on ';1'ednesday this vmek but I sball 
not tell t1~e:r. I am coming and if I can e;et around I will drop in 
on t.em ei~her be;ore or after lu~ch. 

Ve st~rt~d our furnace fire t~e firsc of t1e week. It is real 
winter v. e.;, ther. I c.m wond.e r in(; if you t·rvo 2.re eo r.~·or table. 1. 
~riter from PEris said. th~t ~n the nigh~st priced hot~ls Rhen 
the ther,nometer stood "-'.t forty ~i-~re :as not c; ... bit of heat e.nd 
hot wc.ter for shaving only. If tb::t is so in the b;:.s';:; hot~ls 
it will be no bett-r in the cn~~per on s,~nd ho~ is it in the 
priv&te fa.dlies? Are the French people really goiTh6 to auf:er 
for che lack of co~l? ~e ere facing a shortage here,but that 
~ust be due to the l&ck of provision and will surely ~~ re~e~ied. 
::'he gov .. e;s t-:..ken t:.e coal c.nu. t:venty diffc..rent staples under 

· its cecre so thc.t by reoenc2r,prob .... bly things '1ill be ,r.ore stt..ble. 
It coes seem ~re ::ul th~t ~he speculators atould be ~ble to ill~ke 
'crd thin~s Larder. 2~muel 3lythe h&s ~ritten En s~tiole on 
che Presi--ent th t I Jc.cnt you to be s·.:·rs and rs--- d. I .ii11 seil:C i 
to J.·ou ~· nd u.or: 1 t_~~- y you J ..... ve not time to re: d it. · ou . 5::.·o 
co.r. ... ~l inL.-::_ o: not h .. vin.;;J c.;.Jcu): ·o io in 
"":_ t ·ou :1 v; LO~ t.1ut oo:llJ:.'L int no 1? 

but ~ ~~· "''~-'in_, .... re,...·ou k1o .. ho . .:; , 11 J.'.:.;el ~:)ou: ir;, 
._n .. t L3,i: you .. 1 .... ve r~cei7;;;~ ..,:_~ ... ~..,v~rs. -~U .. oul.:L not be 
.... r J."ce.:. urLil .... fc~r you ... ,_::_ i'ini:o~-.::::,.. J.vLH o·::-t.r .... e 11~.·o· .. l,;::.y,but 
'·en ''UU yl _.,,"'· r'Ul ~ . - ' ' l'''-out 0 '"'t T..=.o "':) r € -..J.~oo;, • .J ~.,.--.,.~, v ·v .._,..Ll ;V ~ Cv bvJ:."'~.lvv...,...)..., ·~ v..i.... '..A __ .., • .w~ ... ~-- v 

·~ ~ in hi,; t .. iro. yf.j..., r in ~...,e~1 t i ·~try in _il::au"'"c::.. c..Du h::: ,,,as 
.... rsft-:..a. ::.nd c~.ey woula. not e . .:o .... t :nirr ... t~rve o"": r bo~o:o '=r--



....... 

up but Junt ~erv is my ryood helper. Co"tie has dr~wn off in ' J 0 +h . ' . or er to knit mittens ~or tt ~ sev~ral chilCren. .~v 1s ao1ng her o·.vn 0i t ~. nd so is 1Finifred, but I buy yarn for Aunt 'h ry and myself. It; is 2'2 tt inn- very heord to get the yarn now. I hsve finisheci my thlrd sc~rf,;unt Fary is on her first end I hsve begun the fourth---the 350 uhis socie~y is to fu~ni~h seems to weigh he~vily on only s few. The hardest p~r~ of 1t 1s tnat :~lrs . .; ebs ber is at the he .. d of the yarn work and 1 have to set my or~ers and yarn from ',I:rs. Yoerg or hunt for myself. Eu:can nature is cu~er,even Rhen som~vhat diluted Nith Chriscianity. 

Tuesc.:.c y "'. • 
I cert~inly nave h~d a re~st---~tur~. y eveu~ns your let~2r .vritvc-.. XXi&lt9:t.:tL tne lS~ ... Y-::sLr ... .<::.tY r!lO!'flHJ.g ttvo L,wt~rs one ,:ri~.~ter .. t .... ::.. 9~L. ... ""ld _,..e oL"~r c~:e ;:;;:;:;do. ?o,c.ltho it N-.s c. 

lo:~ NEit,it WES 6eli~ttf~l t~n t~~y Ct~ . 
I sL 11 not c,ry to cncrv-:.r t_Jose 1 tt rs no;v--I A'ill sena. th.:: 
8n~e ,ecr to~~y,i. I can find it, nd if it is Lere it is in ''Our t... _.l},, · ..::tc.. will go on en~1 tell on= mor·,_. ttin6 • 3ev r"'l 'ii: s ~---r~. ~"c.ve teen li 18 bi:ls CW.Jj_ in .:or you, T ':.ink -!:he lc:..r_:.vSt 01"8 .''>E.cS ..Lor 3. cc End I l •.. '.Je pc..i~ chem. ~. \.hile CD"O a bl.-1 ··e ·n .t:'' ~-· •"· , .~· ... ' ~ k- 111Qn - ;~, ~'ifi ..._ C~ .. n 1 1.rO,I' '-'·-· vc.;.p .... n~ ~OII'in ,~,r BQ <-!1U boYLli;;, t:ni 1k you rt'" s t hE ve ov3rlookeu. :{1i s i te,n ,,, il:i. you ;1::. se senJ 
i ~ by re ':ur" mc.il. " In ._._ r .. urry ' enclosed lC·~ in s L. n.,;?s :: 11d noted th~t you.~ere in Fr~nce end si:Lel my n~Je. ~Y return r:cil I receive~.<. the '::ill,tl-"e stt;Jr;ps ::.nci a slip o~- p._per sc:yincr 1 T~is til: is l'or t6n dollB..rs not ter. cer .. ts. 11 ',',ell,::: L.J. a go~u jox;;; on mjself .:;!~~t k<:)pt r . ._, L.ughL._, ~·or E~l ..i:.y. L .. is zovs back to :he youne:;; :. &n-- Tl"e check u. ..... 11 I ·.ope you ne.,:; .:~s good [ l~u_h at my exr~nse ES I hwVB had.!f 30 it ~~y briubce~ ~n oth--r ioe unevsr:tful ...... ~r. 11 

rJtk.c&St is rerJy--:,OO:lby .LOr a 'JL:lle
. 0 ~hvr . 





in or~~r ~o get insur~nce. I h~lpci her with th~t lnd then ~ome 

o~i:L r tl1inQc th-- "t troubled n.:;:;;;ded to be talk:;;d o~~r-:.r,and. no 1N .it is 

eleven o'clock but as I do not feel very like gettin~ set~led lor 

~he ni;h~ I ~ 11 writs a wh~ls longer. I h~d promised to look over 

a little written sketch i'or f-tuth t;his evening but that will hcve to 

wait until tomorro•;v ni:;ht. I ::c.ve given Cottie hsr :;oyJ nighi:; cup 

of milk end a hot , ter b&g,but poa6ibly she wo~ld r~ther I would 

st~p the typewriter. 
I i"t:,ve just heard this eve~1in0 t11at Eo,rrL;t Pi::;,r ,ont is nLrricd . 

. rs •• ~.cold ,:e.;r.e so I .;uppose yvu will hes;r it Lrom· ne ...... r..:-r he.s.d

quc.rcers. "d1cct I ce.nnot uno.er;;tand is this. I tele£)ho.1e to :.trs . .?J

almost every dLy c.nd :.vas talking with her toni:;ht cn1a uould have 

thought she would h( ve s2.id so:rlc~Li.nt; to ::ne abouc it . .=avid ~(i'ct. 

is homelro:n France. :.e ·.vc.s in _-.1-"~ Imbulance corps there and has come 

home to ent,3r the aviation. 
S~anley Stone is ~oing over in the Rainbow Diviaion and wrote his 

.l.'ather-- "V.ouldn 1 t it be funny if we should go over on the Great 

:-lorth rn? The last time I went to Honolulu I went Cabin Se Luxe 

this time I exp.::ct tc go .. steerage, but believe 11:e, Lsd, I am hcppier in 

~~~nking of making this trip to vrance than I have ever been in my 

.l. l.I 8, 11 

Leo Petsrsen h~s one more year in the school of dentistry before 

he lets his diploma and the local bo~rd would not exempt him. He 

went to cc:.mp and there they 'Nere glad 'eo exeinpt him <:o.nd he is back 

in ,_,:ilwaukee ctt school. '.ll-.ere will be no trouble a.bout your being 

1.ot exempted--but excused from service here while you are in service 

there,provided the po·11ers know that you are in s- rvice. I cc..nnot be 

regretful enOL'gh that you have had this at.noys.nce for so long. 

I o.m sorry to k .. ow the.. t all of our soldiers are not behavin@: them

selvl;s,but those same men would probably not be co .. spicuous for 

refinexeht anywhere,and then remember this,these men have,many of 

them, never bee~1 awe y from home before, they have not leo.rned self

control and they have been under a terrible strain for mon~hs. In 

che camps h re they are being kept in pra ty strict bounds,they hav 

ht.d an excitL1g trip over,they c.re tense and. looki..g for .• ard to 

se-:::i Jg "gay Pa..ree"-- ou know the feeling in young undisciplined 

boys. ~hey are "seeing life". It is too bad,and ~e are all sorry, 

but .ve can also un:.erstand that later the feeling will change m d 

decent fellows will come into their own again,aLd tne others will 

finj their level. On t.he whole I feel they must behave thc,nselves 

pretty well,Ecccor·J.ing to ell o.ccoun<cs over h re. Per .. &ps those 

&ccounts have been do$tored up a little to u~ke ~he home moth rs 

hc;.;..fJ..J i J r abo· ~ trL ir boys (;Oi 6 on:; r1 If I could not trust a boy 

to meet temptation h_re I woulu not ·rust hin: '~:1e1ce,no 11:&~ter v,hat 

w~s told me. But I do think .he majority of the boys will come back 

manlier fcllo«s than when they left home. France will have to help 

us in training our ~oy; in manliness. 
w~.s it not queer to hen.r <:,1: about '::::: doill:?;S ir" Hudson when you 

were so far away~ I know how pleased and excit d you ~ere abo~t it. 

You si-:;1-e'"' your na.-r.e OLce 11 tr.e 1 st c:nild you will ever have-" 

It made us lauzh as it recal:ed the old ccntes~ that you three 

used to have over my love for you. But,hcld o~,per~_ps I will adop 

a sms..ll Frencher or Belgian some d~:y, :~hen w·nat? Thin'< I wont love 

her quite in the same way? Perhaps not,b~~ at leLst che adopted one 

would b,:; a r;irl, I don't "':hink I ;vould ever hz..ve the patience 2~nd 

energy to try another boy. ;eithar would I have the courage to 

~ry a girl if I wer: not to be n.'.ar Ruth and her chiLir::;n. 11 S I 

have remarkeo before--s~e is a won~ar. 
I am anxious to h:::sr rr.or·.: about :-=elen 1 s god-= on. C 1o ',o_::;_ you 

have bean abl~ to trace tte po~r fe~~om's " family. 



3. 
I. you do nob r~spond your s .atua is c~u. of a deserv_r--but Herbert 
is in pes it ion to responJ .Cor you ss you &.re so far away ti.'1:..t. t you E.&.mll 
can.not r:::::spond, so do not worry. I think if I soy this over and 
ov3r I may s~y ir som~ Nay some time so that it will be cl~~r to you. 
I do not me~n thet you are too de~se to un&3rs~snd but that it is so 
cla~r to me I may not explain it in the ri~h~ ~ay,unleos I put it in 
sev ::;rc,l dif Ir::rant W'-'YS. Se::;? 

:;: vvon · ::;r where you are today. In Pc:..r is? In 3elJ_;iurn? J t the Front? 
\' 1herever you are you e-re both a oing the very best that is in you, and 
it is well. Jaa~ is ~fr&ia it Nill be some ti~e before he gets 
to Paris now. ··e cannot ge, t over the disappoint ent of be inz so very 
r~ece.~sary to 8-en. ichcrcia. ~.e did so ~·rent to goES an observer. Ruth 
is just ... s an;~ious to have him go '- s he is to go. Yihy?---~'ell, she 
seeffis to h~ve an idea that if Jack 1ets over there the war will end 
soo1:.er. Fun{!.y? no,quite c5.e3r ar:d s'Neet I think. 

I bm sorry ~h~t things at tb: hospital a~~ not quite so pl3wSant. 
little je~lok~Y of the popularity of Enother ~~n often m~kas an 

otlLrhise decent felloo,v rather "no.sty." ~~:uc :be suL.'c..,rs more th:..n his 
int.:.ndec victim if' the "vietim 11 is big enou6h to appreciate the funny 
.1:-':rt o.f .lt,or "'"'"e --.ad p8.1.'.:; of it. Just t. little unuersL;o".na.ini; CO~:o 
a 1 ong 1 t; owcn~ s he:..l.r,; in_, us to b·~.::tr u:1ple~ sent thL>.;s--·· s you have 
discovere~,l kno~,. You ~1:1 not mind If you h~ve not your ~e0ree 
,e:,ii you ere le~rning ~nd helping? low do you know t~ct ycur 
e.{J:!Dr ience over there is I~ot :'it t ing you to be s. b i "".;er n:an thc.n ...... ny 
nu~nb:-;r or :iez;rees wii:t .ou1j V.o c.~ .lis pr~"'ent :Lne. -r I 1 0. ... o~ 
in.:,ist ;:; 1.. .._"'011 • o 'T ;" \in~ ~h OJ..L. p-.;rl:. .-c ·ou .. cu:,_., ll v.,_, ..:> ~n 
·h~ ~ r o· .... ·nc.7 -r-OU GUl" :.L ~Cl..r_r -.8 1 .J.. .. ~v r1Jt nO-~ -ry~ l:.,...Ve 
~J.v: ;~:or_ :n:1 ~ .... "'e.'l-: s 1ct ,._ll 11fo.L "Lt.~. t0 .l...,cr ... _._:. 

'"' : t.J.c.. t cur or:..'"'"' .± i 11 be :.. 1 on_, ... H3 " ~· r 
J..J.: c·t· ... ~ :i ..;; iJ.l~· :v~ .:;:.· ci-rlll·e .. ,0-~ , ... 0 ~ou :~~.o ... . .~.: .L .. 'J ~rc..u ~~~i ... l 
. .ir,., ..... l..r __ ::_ ,;e .. .',"r ,::i_ ·::,;:; ic o-::n··:' ~ ... vLt--r, ... " .~.·,··c ... '~ f;l n 
:or t.:.o is ne.,..,,_ :.--lh~- r:. o;. ill "';.-o c .. -t ~Jery t .• i:n"' ne ever 
•.lL . .::;e~J s to '-:- v ..- :1el;;-~t;;C. to i i ~ ni. .L or ~u~ u ~u.:o JVorL f.~ L..c-S to do 
11C,. .0, if you go to _S 0 iU,r. in t .• :.e hO;;,pi u-...1 Or uU tt.d:- 11l'O!lt cS a 
priv-<:.-~e or.: .... rly,::: o.o not J..-:novv. Ihis t;hin6 I do lo1o.V,JOU ,,i J. not 
jeci~a ei hsr NGy ~ithcut prat=rf 1 ~hou0ht and you Rill be gui~ed to 
d.o t.:..c r.;.._,:Uu tnir"g. f:o:r.ethLs,too,it is not .:h::t will do us the 
~ost ;cod th~t is the zreat deciling thing,it i_ .h~t ~ill help che 
CClLr fellON cLe J:cst. 'any ti.r.2s,it seer:s ~0 n:e,t...le que.s~ion is 
not ,(tlc.t ;i l 'Je Zor tne most 2:ood,st the present time,.for t:1e 
ques:. io::-.er, b ~ I. here he cc.n r:.sl_, · .. he ~ .. oat oorr.:; ... ne or .1 ore .. Lo n.::oe o 
D8l!~'· In the 8Ild '"r~ t .( e...t 0 p.tJ~ uv·~~.;..vrlv.C :::.; ,uuStJ, \~~4 ... (:/\.4t Uvu.:;t. 
I k.1 .... . i vr:a~ ::. t one ~ ime in my 1 ife I we: s absolutely certe in th- t 
the thin,_; that ha.d haf.-.Jencd .vc3 the most disastrous thing for n:yse1f 

nd for my ... .'c. ... ily--but I :18S ruistake"":!,it ,~£s •·he 1"'9st thin; th:'t 
coula have h:.~.:r:-enea. to n:e for v'r.3 Scke of my fL.r ... ily,a.nd 1 am G. hBp)ieJ 
~o~~n tod<-.y for the reat disaster. 

I Qm sorry I co~~d-not _ind the un~a ~ ecr. You mus~ have left it 
in B::.l t i.rore. 

Yes,6eLr HeJen.I ~-oepc~~ y~ur invi~ction ~o br~Ld 0nd j~m with 
~reat pleL sure. Of cour:3e, it ·.ou:l.d lH. ve been nore sc.tis.fc.ctory if 
I cocla nave sesn you ~na t·lKea. 1ith you,but the love thoughts can 
not be bel.: b&ck by dnV nu~oer of miles even over L 3Ub~srin~d sea. 
I u.L 3l.d th:t ou re&lly ;3t cnythinz of interest out of my letters 
tor often I ~eel :h:t I t~ve just pr tleu on c out t-e ~ost trivi_l 
,, . ' . ~ tl- ' ~11 " . " . ' . GlllD.t;S enc. ..,.:e l. ..... · .. er lS iU 01. .lO:~,ln<e> _,un.~-=-I' ~ .... ~Y l;:, ,:,olnJ _ 

~ f ' t- 1~ . 1- ' • 1- t. ' 1 1 • -,. • 11 " I' ... e. 1 0 lDvv 11._.-:;n.. nu ln ... re:. 111__; c KL._; OVvr ... r ..... .1.0 !. l lS ..... on V 

...... G in.t"'""r~.::.cin...J,~._.J.;eci ~ly ..~.~...: :JOl1 1 ..J-...~ ~h~-v .... re to-:; . .., r"_,.r.. ...... l..~.~- 1.,ea. ¥1.1.: ... 1 
.~l .. ~><~i11~ 1 C ~~ .. ~v ._ 1 

... 011.: ~ ..... o~r~ iJ.1 ~0 tr0llCl"l.J..:;. L~on't ~~:_:: 11irL ho .. 2-onv-
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,1 O!L8.l v 00 ... lD"'j lil .l • vnt;; ..-Oo t; .,..l. o0 US v 3u COt.: on • er oe vnen--
11Ai'ter beint?; doNr. stair;,;, ~.ith ·such sNe~t music it is :tc.1"' to come 
here ;.nd. listen to such ""'Oi:::e. 11 ill she ev'3r i..)v~ "·•c .. u ... or 0.1. 
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:cto..., 1.: 00 1Sl7 

e r Chi ::. - ~· ~ . : 
:-· r '3.:.t ard TY ~,•,ere over her~ r: .1" y n..: ~ ....... t fL .. L,i 

u,.J t't.:. day pre ·~ty ell e_pecL lly s the Per" 'L.l:.:i. farr.ily ca.J~e 

over ir .. ~ .. c., o.f c .r ... oor .. r or e: .. cou, le of hours. Y ~s t ra.ay ·.vc...s a 
full day,too. !'oac;y I ... v::.. bc:-~.-: a.o: .. 1 ir ...... h.- storeroom ""'~::..in 

&nd h~ve 1'.r1tv.Jn q ..... i~,e a long ltJtter to "ra. arbox, ,,.le soc1~ty 
editor o~· t: .. t: t:t. :?aul Dispa~c!!. r. Carr , rote :t1e E note S[.ying 
the. t she .as to ~ rite en a.rt icle on "'' h ha.c. c.nd •. t>..1ted to kno., 
hol'v ,,e came to nur.e it G J ah&o. I do not knm11, ~u t 'hy she io 
writiD£ thi~ article nor ~h:t 3he meEnS to dCY or wanted wO Know. 
I g&ve her a lit lt- talk dbout G lahad,ho-wever. f very fruitful 
subject to me, e s you nov.·. You E sk L IJ, l::hc..o is in tnt.. hands of 
a receiver. v~ll,no. TL't ~oulo me&n bankru~tcy noulC it not? .e 
h~ve bsen advL .. v~ to aec:r.re ~."e school bankrupt but •. e 11 fe-:=1 
almku about that. If th s busiLess belongea to my partner ~nd ~e 
end I w~s tt.e c pit:list of vhe firm I sho 1d t&ke it very :art if 
he should declc:...re the f :rm bc..nkrupt ·,r.er. I 11: u. enouvh money and 
pl~ns for straight'2nin~ out t:n~:es. e ve clWJYS re:t tlat Cod 

as the aile .. t pc:..rtner in t!lie: concern. ...ne working partners r,(.<..ve 
~ en Cwl:ed into nother P~=t oL i: ~usiLesa but I do not b~~i~v"' 
: e c o s LA er s t i s ::;i ne ss : os s "o u e credit or s . : o ,\ e .... re not 
in c~e h~nas o: c r_ceiver but ~ truQte~ .. 11 of tte creditors 
a~rved ..,o lee.. ve it in the hc..nv s of ' . .::.u!'lker c.~ci .dv is t 0 try r nd 
sell ~ .... e property and .:.;::.,ve r:: .. o::._ible :or +;he cre.iitors. : am 
quite positive ~h:t some .. her: there 1s & buyer .ho o.lts this 
property :or s ~~ir v~lue ~hat ill s&tis:y every cl~im agc..ir.st it. 
I shou:::.. .... be very n .• : J,J .~y L I .... id not bel i:;ve t .at. ..,ut the 
thin6s ttat will deterio~tee 10ul~ bette= bs solQ. 

So .)our pl~ns ',ere r:o ... ohr.~_,eu. by _" reoei_r::.t o.~.· ·:er ....... rt 's 
tele_r~~ s~yin; th t ~ou v·er~ not y~t srKfete~i r~fted? I tLot 
from tts t "L~ t your ph n .ere dcfini tely ~ orrr,ed, but if ou h· ve 
no ~l-ns to be otrn~eu.--- t .. v~,c. c rav--- Ycur lvtt~r se~~e :o 
s .. o t1:c..t you 'n ...... Pelen were in ""ooc. ~ iri ts even if you :.ere c.t 
se ::..~ to >.het .::. s to be done next. :::: supf.ose .re are .,o -...ircct 
our l . e~. tot .e hos i. 1 ev~~ tho you ~re not t~ re no . I LoJe 
you are ~rffi by no~, "le~st. :a buyi~ ~ict~res ~or f~tu~e 

no.r.~ re t-rl--~r <c .... ·.., : 1 ve c.. _e o~· your fE.tr. r 1s t .... ::...t re ,ooo. th .... t 

•il.L co .. ne uO YvU,'.:::> ·oon ~- ;JU re r~~ J ~O.r vi.em. 
I ih ve hr '-"- .,.(..,,,..., ..,u~. ""'00-... l~. vt..rS f:vor .. ;,;)o.r.e of the coyt::~. p t...l 

... o .. ~.u. LC..,-.: rorr C: :r.p h .... r,[ .• 1 in :Jhic. r ... c •<..Lt .... u. eo e ..... ist but 
l::.s . 0 ... t... W 3 ... u . __,ll !l...t .:_ t S lc..ru. ~ t ~or.<c ~vl.v 0 •• " ... t;; 

1 r. u~ .e ... ou~..: .... r 1, .~1 ... un..,.:.l .. L, !:t:.r..JJr :ov.., c~l..L ........... ir.. :e 
.,4-r .. ~t. ''~t,..... ..... ...A. c uOv f ""'-_r l _t..;.... .J."'(..,.C .... ..i.." ~E:: -loo.'-' :'vC 
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hi.:. e•r_;s ..... .:.:l_t ~:;, Neo.k 11e._rt---~.::.~rs ol i:i,:j ~i~·e,c.f't~;r L.~ h~s Col~.-~ 1ne 

fll &Soub Lhe L~W bun':low ch~t h~ built ~i~self ~tile they es.t in 
.. 

!,,.) 

~"' s:: ;el~ vJcgm:. s.hl. alept in a sht,ck--"Oh I hsve the nice:;,t :J·ife, 

"ot;her ~n, I ..i.o .-.ish you coulJ .r.eeb lL::r b8C[use I know thc,.t you 

v::::mlu love her e,s much ::: s I a.o. 11 1,o,:~; you kno,_,; such le bters 

from m:,r d.ef~ r Gc. l;;;had boys :n::.ke me very glad and hqJpy. :?o Preston 

s. ys his work is eviiently to rc1.ise shesp e.nd whee.t. I tHink the 

wheat is more his part of the big ranche. 
lJS-t Che:db urne ·he. s been in Fre.nce since t\pril. i-:te has been in 

the Norton Haries corps--sector 60. He has passed ex.Zor Aviation 

but ;.rhen he is" disch::...rged he J'!ill prob<;bly te::ke up the Forestry. 

I shculd say th2t was w1ere he should be for be spent much time 

and money in prepc-retion in thet -v,rork. His mobher thinks he msy 

atay in :ranee aft2r ~he war. You ~ill recall that she ii French. 

Conrcd Johnson is in Enclsnj ~ith the tr ops. nhil ~ibley is in 

the regular army and perh:::.ps in Fnmce. Ee enlisted Lst sum.:er 

in the 17th. Infcntry. 
":o not ~- c il to let us knov; if tl1e po i lu 1 s wife s ei baby are 

found. V:illic:,m Y:ebster '.!rote to Ee:rn st end so I h~ j e. chance to 

::-1ee:r about hLL :c"or tr:..e 1&-st ye::. r he Les bee:. looking after the 

civilian Turkish,lustric-.m ::;..r:.d ~Jer2'Bn prisoners in Russia. ::e b.®s 

travelled all over ?,t~ssie. and hc~s seen :n'-.nY thinzs thc_t c~.re not 

to be spoken of now. He he:. d ten thous an.:! uncle r his cc:. re sec. t cered 

o~er G t~rritory bigg-r than the ~.E. rld furnished sham ~ith money 

_or fooc and lodging en~ sent them clothin; eni meiicin~s. He han~-

1::-d over lOC rubl:::s a :nonth furri.ishe~ by our emos.ssy c::.t Petro.:;rc. d. 

Ee h&d about twenty ~Orrffiittees sndififty peo~le ~or~ing un~er h'm. 

rie ~-l:.;.s finish::u up 'c11i.t 7:crk noY, c:nd will pro':-G.bly join the ,;:-;_ed. 

Cross com~is3ion to t~ke ct~rge Ol the civili~n relief ~ork that 

tLey are to undertrke in ?1ussic. 1=..:: had an invL;2tdmn t;o join. the: 

Root somxission when they were there but wEs too busy. This Red 

Cross .JOI'\ is h-...--C:.ed o·_· : • rre..nk Billinzs o • .' Chicago :.no is financ;:;< 

by t'-~ cop;;::er king Col. 'J.'illiams. Besides ~he regular work he had 

!:;his lr:..st yeo.r he had 80.0CO rubles fr'On, t11e !ustrian gov. eo dis

penc.e :no_ i20. 000 rubles fro,n ~:c._ ~. 2. to c::."re for tr;.e Polish refu

ge ss. lie 3<-.y~ ~heir conditic11 is pi~iable. T~ey live about 6Cl in 

a room some ay1ng and some born on ~h~ sa~e a~y. 

By ~L- W&y--I hope thst ~olf ficl0 is still standing on tne hill 

re have b~en tryin~ to aecide ~oN ~e should ao for Christ~~s hvre. 

I think Nhen so maLy tre suf~_rin~ it is ~ioke~ to spend mush juat 

for our own pleasure? I rm tryiLg bo arr~n~e soxe stories in 

~i ~tt bir;dL.:s for sick soldiers--::s ;Ye hc.ve see1~ c s~:e..i to do. If 

you 2re not Where I shall be &ble to locste you by the time tney 

mu~t go I may tske ths li~e~ty of sending t~em to Alice 8h;:;ater. 

2he ~ould see ~hat they got to the proper plcce woulj she not? I 

thot first of sending the~ to ~r.;in2ey but ~he men at the base 

hospital would be toe sick to re~d to t2emselves and I suppose they 

would better go to the Paris hospi te.ls for J:nerican men. Our boys 

are in the trssahes--End it wc~t be lon; teforethe c2sualties 

be~in to come in and then we sh~ll know we are at war. I c~nnot 

beer to hcvs the Italians pus~~d b&ck now th&t they have &ccomplis 

bed so much over those awful ro<:t::Ss. I,re the:y not c:ll doin6 Nonders 

But I must stop now--Billy h::.s been -::ai t ing quite patiently-talking 

some,of course-for me to e~ thru 2nd l~t him ~rite his L_me. 

Good by you tv•w dear dec. r chil.:,ren--k~ _;p well s ... C:. h:.. ~py . 
. ~otl1...!E 

·-1 izareth took to prc et ic in; : .. e otber night. 2he pl::.yed the same 

hir.tg over End ov2r for suc:1 e. lon"" time that some of us hc..d to clo.:oe 

doors,not want·ng to atop her in her ~ood Nork. !fter ~eing at the 

"ieno tor nezrly an hour and~ h~lf she went u; to bed. §oxe of the 

ll t t 1 e ones '.:ere making L dre- dful r:· eke t. ::.ne stood in- the door a 
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Here is ~he prc~osi'lon t~:y ma~e ths~selvse. They will 
~c:'K '"'·-·'·a no .. Lo br;1··-- "leT ~·1y 01·r~ ....... s "'1. '·'r~ +1---11' ··ye·,..,.. ~·0 ..,.:,;. .... 1.U _ IJ .,.: ...l.l,.::..! J. 1.,1 r.;.l \.).i. .l...;:-..;Ll .. .;:.. .. :;..: ...i.. _.:.,;; u~ :. c.:.-, 
~n&-'-t'h;.::y will give up almo:::t s.Jl of the:ir plcr:s ~for C1<ristn:c..s 
· nr· trv -=-n~ Yl1'"'k 0 t1"l' ·l·;;-:·- out o~' -~··r~r ·'- tl:le"'" Qf'TI 1"in,.:; iil t:l--,,:e -- ...... .; J '- u.. ~ '· ...., .J. -o~ -...; J... ·-•-·- v ~ ....... Y - · v.- '..JJ.--... 

house, i..s:::.eal,anC. ec.cl1 give: s~ :ioll:.r :or -c:·w .~'rn:enirn ctildren. 
7."-obbie fe:. ~ c.. li -:;-:13 le:·t ot;.t e.s he he:~ no mon.~y, ::o H·l.:c 1.:h gt:·ve 
hi:l: s. ~ollar. I~2 :~~:.. t-.1e r.~ppi::;st bey you e·,er sew. Ee just 
d<:Dced up s.r...C: cio·JVn ;;ith delisht s:.o.vin~, mc;h more pL:;_ s1.n::e th~ r. 
·f i, hE:; b~_,:::n some[·hinz for hi1r:self. ',e hs: .. r-LLl~:.d ::c h<.ve 

DO c·f~I'ic,t S.S (';if')s C-.Cl'l&r1:~3d .. ~e· 11le._ ~~ el ... ~6i~S--~t_o:.J..~:,i"l I h~~~L 
re er~ed -he ri t to JiV~ a lit~l~ somsthing to etch of my 
chi16. en end ,_:;1·, n:.c>il . ..:reu e;.,n5 ~:.::r~_,_rt; h._ r:·:::~rved tl"o ri__-,ht 
to ;i:e a li~~lc som~~hing ~o his wife ana moth~r.---~uL see 
i t : ·_ k :; s 'J. s s o .11 .: ·~ ir e t o .::; i :J :; L p o 1 d c : .. c s :; o :n s , '- : L ~ :~ e o::. " er ti -.;; 

-.· ""! , • "' t • " . I "l T·~ • .)... c.re :.ne r.:ore se.l. ISL1 r:e E.re c.oou :1v1n:; c~·.em up----L.'ve,sr 1., 
tur.s ou·t the Clrist.~s Cinr er &~d :ifs will ~oc bs ~te~ th~y 
c..h;sys hc:.ve been,-~_~ we l1o~.:e to :L:;,ve a n:.oot jo-::.1~ time and. 
la G t.h-:s cLiL .. rcn do .i.- ny tJ.1ine;s t::e.,.selves th'" t tl:.::y mc.y he ve 
a raLlly h~PJY Christ ~ir b~~y. 

Tr ... is hss been ti:e q·-1c::rcsc d~::>y-- F.lr:ot,JJl: .. : ;Lve up hi3 
se~t at table besi~e me and 3illy ~ock his pl~ce. BeJ:use I 
looked aft~r his wants at table he seemed to think that I was 
to t~ke special c&re of him all day,and so as we left the tablE 
.. e said, ;Vith the most adors.ble s.r·ile, "You will read to me now 
•.vent you ::snee~1?" I told bLn I could. not pass i bly so e:trly in 
the xorning but he mi~~t help me. 2o he helped cle&r tne t~ble 
snd then to interest him I thought .I would ~et out some of tne 
ms.gaz L,::.;s &l,.j CUt ~or LlS soldier':, books. e sat here t 0 0 t; ~ilE 
,: or perr~s.ps aE hou.r t.nd. a h.s"lf nhen ii.uth cc: me in E,n;i as~(ed. me 
to mend Faith's dress befvr~ it went into the ~ash. Eefor~I 
had finiahed ~hat ~i!lifred ~anted me to find some rice th~t 
we ere both st:r:; ··- s in cl:::: s~o:-~room -,. 'c she couli not .;:'L1d. 
(I re~d. ~~e oLhcr j~y th~t ~uch zood ~ark Nas lo;t because a 
little rror~ Nor~ ~2s nob ~one--and I kne~ ~h£b ~:i alNays been 
xy trouble. q~re ~as a~ in3t~nce,I h&d settls~ the root cellar 
but othJr tbinss pressed u~on ~e :ni the first stor2roo~ hei 
n co•r·,.. h"'-'·.::>n rror.·=r1 y .:.o+--!."'1 .,_,,.;; ,. f+-Ar T 'n~-" wo•rp,--i ""Y '"""'rr:en '-hl'nO"S V ~ .... ~J V ....., .l._.. .!:"" - ..1.. ..... V V V ..L '-' \..l .__ \J - .l. 1 ,;,.t. .,.4. U.~o V ~""'" ... l G -· V!.. V 0 

l·n - br"l h··o-n 'nt".,rU"''-,~" l-'"""Or"" ~- 4 1 o"' -'-'·e ~· r' l·n-~ o+' c~rc .L._ ...... J.Cl-\.J.. .... ':"'C·--:J.•-L..;. ... ;.,;"':;'""' .i.~V .... 1.,..l· ...... ': ..... ¥V.. . .l .... . ..~ ... ..... c:,...A~.J..t.S: .J. ;.. ... ..,1~ 

h r·..., 1"'"''-'1, "1Dl'""'1~er \ C'o I ~l· ~~ S''OYJ <t"' '··;:,. M~,l~ln~ .. ,..,,_ C.v,. V;;:., C: .._ J. .. .:,:; .1..1. """'• j ~-- :'- C.. 0 \..1 ... L 0 I, ..... _.. ·_J u~ C _.. iJ "' <'= oV ~ l"j 

~?~e I ~?u10 ~ook:-Re:l,th&t ~acnt i. would.be ~ette~ to_ p_t 
tr:1~1"S s~.:..'cl_;nt r1-e·lL tten,-shll I ·i'las look1n·~ tor the r1ce. 
I wo~ked up to the~time T was called to lunch~ Eefore the 
din:1r::r disl-..es •. ere done I founJ G:,rry ,\as doin; just what we 
l:ad decL:ied ;,re;s best not to do-piling the ·.vood thct ho.d just 
been sc..Ned out doors. Tr1 ~.orth r~udson ::ood an6. coc.:l have to 
be kept unasr lock &nd key. 3erry had lathered Lll of the old 
boards snd trunks of trees etc. ~ozether ~nd I had had a 
-xemaxay~Ezx NoodsawL1g m:. chins co:rJe &.nd cut it up. I ~~ent 
o-:..:ct to see &bout it. ~-.e cc::::.o1.'leci:sed th:. t some h:.i alrec...J:r 
been stol'n. ~e 6.id not look 7ery f~vor~bly on CL:ryinz i~ 
ur:Aer co·.::::r. :::.:.~re \.'Gs ~oo much :o1 ~~;e ceL.2..r _r;.d ·,;e :--.a6. 
pltr:~:ed to l1ou:oe it in the chilc:ren' s pl:;y~:.o·Jse. It sesrr.ed 
the only thic,_, L' I \T_,·"ted thzt cione right o..ni im;r.sdi:.:- tely, 
to help ~·:i th it myself, ao I left the .:~:.;azines c:-11 over o .. e 
cor ... cr of my r::-o:D to Lke tte .r.s_-.d.inJ; th: ~ mu:n be done that 
instant,! left the ~ress pizces ~nd sewing things in anoth3r 
p~rt of th: room to 30 for the rice--1 fou~d it--I left the 
storeroom hslf finiahed to rush ~~ the wood to keep G~r y &.t 
it. I c::me in::. li:-~le ~.fter .our,.:.cok s r.Ou b:~th (luxury?) 
<:.nd .. c.._ l:d. to ;;et on L·.e ocuch. Co~tie 'cro~ 6 t1t ;ny sufl.~.Jer in 



-

on s. ±:t:¥s: tr&y, ;,:md I rested. 1jn: il ~be ohilaren ,iere in ·:.::0d s.nci ~hen rs:v. c:.1ou..l to the Isa:ily until tl-.. ey ;;ent .. o b~.i . .::;ucL 
~.:.ys ,,ou:Q h_.ve c:n:-.oyed ,;;3 very rr.u.::h ono:: on :. time, but n07i they ~4st ~eam ~unny. 

:·,_,rry ooY;;red ~Le .=:~.:::Twberries L. st Thur.;C:.cy ... a t.:te :,round wc..: frozen ..;~nd it looked. ss thou6'11 win~er t.:.:,d oon~e 'eo sk.y. Ice vJL.s be-:;inninz ~o form in t:.e lcke . .I.<'.cL .. :.y it .,~.:, \;ar. :,r and the ~est three deys hcve besn ~ost be~utilul doya. 
!. L .. ~ter .fron: Pl':J rL ~osr .. :::r _;_'ro.1l C.n:, :1ccl~c:. :C.e is in ::1e Eattery ~nd ex)eots to go to the cosst soon for pr~otice .1ith che h-:evy guris . ! ... csv int3r::s::;in0 le::bc.r lrom L:'evor told of hia hc-vin:; c,radueted .~.·rom Philadelr;.hia :::.r.:.U. the"P;;lL:c.Hs 11 

t •. e nrme bhey give the se<: pLr,es :.n..:. o.:.· tc..ki~1.; instmuc tion at .~int::ola in J.lyir.t:, :;he 11 Buzzerds" . He ..:.eys ~:::-.e r:-.;:.i<J L :..r.::: like a he~vy alow truck ~s oo~pared ~~th t~~ f~stedt c~rs . r.e cer ts., nly c:.o s love the wori~ . 1 l~ ~ :::~r l'ro.r, .:cL.:.. .... !1an .~.·rorn bhe Ohio U.tvi~tion school ~nere ~~e ia st~dyin~ en~inus etc . 
;~er .. is c li ~ tle gos:;:,ip ~:-.. at shoul.:i 1.10t be r..;.:.-'e'-' c0d. I lL ve •.von.Je;.red ·!(ny ~1:..::.re S3=- r_ed to be trouble in the ~~-e.:l Cross--.;....rla. ·r.hn+ .-- +'r·e r·1· or1' on 1' '"l - , 'rl· ·~ ry c 0 r"' "l, ".K1 c 1''"' I¥ • .L~V .. Q._ V .1. .J,. ...; J. .. ..;~,...,~ j:;J .1.... -• ,_.----- 0• V..J..-..J.. .... I.\.0 too r:fl1.:"f1 l.,.'t • -. "'0 b"·'"' 1' .J' C' of"'l.,..l."'l Cl'r..,l--'~ ..L',-,..+ Ccun·~~y 

v.-.----,-"-"·.4-· 0<_...::::> t:J VI....<.. .,1,. . •• ,_ • .1.. V V- .._.,_~,t_ ...... .;;:):,1-' __ ...._... ~het I rush~d to che phone Es soon ~sI gGt in ~he house Gnd caL.3d up .r. 2hipps and spoke my littl piece. ·.-.:len is in 
i~as:.in~:con to 1::re res.r Stephen. · .. e is sur)erin:endent acd left no one in chrr~e . ·rrs.:·e:;ste:t.d is ussis.:tant but h~s a class and is shy. So Pr::~::::rl ~iayer ·.•• ho is secre ·~c..ry ,va doL12; the sest sl:e couJ ;:;,_ ·;o ms.ke the whole thing go. She was cot doing ver:' ,.ell at it, to be .sure, Ci.L she w,;;..;;, doing her level best. fl'.l?hipps is not rr.uoh of an or::;anizer,c..nd he .... :..d '::een told Peerl ~a; p~shing h rself in cs superinten~ent. He ruohed arouwl anJ. se.'N the session a.nd nad them appoin-t \':inifred as texpors.ry sur_,erin'ten:ient,saying notr .. ing to her until she ,?;Ot ~here 2und:::y-- ~Len ~:.e d.c.red not speck t.o her be I ore ?ee,rl so carr.e to .ne to go ~nd tell her . Ee had alre_dy told Pe:..rl in a very curt way that :rs.··sc.v::G.s superinbe ... lient---':vell now Nas not that a pretty .ne:.s? Pez.rl 'JI'C:S hurt, ~·.inif1'e.::;, was al;11ost in t ars-- she ha~ ~lready h~~ Eelen 1 s class thrust ~pon her and hc-.:5. tbe stor:;r to tell cs well--t:eler: J:1c.'i cr.<:.de no provision for :ner clasa.--and _.,:rs . Clark was talkin;; as fast as hc:r tongue could run . "That awful girl" eta . etc. Ee ~· o.ce I got thro _ gh talking over t.1e phone poor ·.r . Phipps t.::: _,e.n to tl-.L1k he did not knm\ .• ~u.:::h about tl:e si :~u.:. ~ion, :..11 tht..nlrei .r.e . ~r:· ·:iar.nly for explaining. I r.:as thankful f_.o.:r.:_ :hat. 'Jf course I iid not tell him who h:s infor-~nt ~a~ teen~ :s.8lnr~ is a ce:r,but 

•Ne :c 11 kn ·~ that her nerves WOUld have to ple.y her .J.·~-lse in some ·:::::r 2.fc~r that 10.10 sLain o.r' caring for r.C::lo.rk s.nd instead of puttins her in bed it has le:t her :vith this aNful pressure of criti~ising ev~ry one and keeping e;erl~sti~gly 2t it. If she zoea ~o be ·Nitr .. Charlotte it t.1c.y be l.e.rd for Cho.rlotte but it will be well for .rs . C. ~:he ivill h;;;vc a ot.s.bc~ to get hold of ~erse~: S 0 ain . 
Eelen said it ~as ~~out time for one ot my lon7 n~wsy lst~r~ ~ould you call tnat ~~a? ~xxisx~attiskl 0= is it°C~ ~biah? The ·(om::. n 1 a club hs.::. c:1 r::,e o~~ a communi "':,y uallo·~;, c 1 an en tert.::.i n:nen t . ~ome so~, ss, e:- nd dances etc . in the armory. s.,ny chiljren went in costu~~ . I did not go down ~s soxe one ha~ to stay with ~he children snd put the lit~le ones to bed. :jey said ttct ]eorge wss re~lly tha b 3t ~ressed one th~re. :ame had xade him a clown suit . ~ilder was dressed as a colored z;irl. T , "'. ~n ,?:e ~ ulng r--· "" t.o c:ro 'r·Q _. .._, v--U.:J "" 0 J.v for"':ot he l'1a·:5 on 



skirts and while Herber·~ VJe;.s cranking 'She car he undertook 
to jump over the hi tchin@ 1)ost. The queerest expression cc_:me 
over his face 'Nhen he realized his lirni t<::.tions. TTe.rbert caught 
him in tima to prevent ~ c~tastrophe bo his he~~ ~nd skirt . 

.lu th had s..sl<ed Jean to come home with Fs..i th ;c o supLJcr c.nd 
sne u,.sed 2 ccuple oi. sui ~s th:.:c haJ be..; ....... ::.ve for 'wl1e 'Jold 
:ust T •. ins--Those children ·1vere -rvonderful. Ms.me could not tell 
which N~s Jean,b· t sne could not produce the awful cavity 
}ai th disr:;layeci .. r.en sne op:;;neci :c~er mouth. It '.H:..s the funnic;st 
thing to see on the~ little ~hing. lhey two ~ere t1e only 
ones t:1e rc.r.cr sL:Joke of espscial1y. '''· r .a.ret was a ds.rky boy 
vvith a 'Nhite vest,red trousers snd blc.ck-co::.t. Elizc).bcth .ve:; 
herself as she ~~s in ~ dsnce. John w&s a 2ronnie in a 
bl&ck s•:. 1 lo.·tcil,yello.'V pe::J:.eJ. CE.p etc. 

Jh \:-r,'l'l~."" 5i.d. : ;J.CJ,~ k.n.( ~~~ Cl::..:. :J ou lJVoulS. like sorr.-J soc1{a etc. 
:;: .\ill,::..-..-3" nmv SE.c.d you & pt:ir,~:::;::l~cps :;1.'vo,.:;o tht--3 you mz.y 
wear ti1e,n on ttc bo:-t cc~dn 07.:r. ·r·~ will be cold t en. ·i~d 
~~en you _e~ home ycu J.~y :ive thex ~o some soldier :oin3 OJer. 
~~~ se2~ r~li~J~i ~~: t ~~c iJo~sion i3 ~&~e t~~t ~ou _re to 
brave t;ne sea oc::..n::;er <..;.;ain. Or: whc t s:1ip? or ·.ill tlL~t not be 

I sm g;cLJe; ·~o bed.,~~ is 'cwelv·e o 1 clock en:l morning 
co:r: .= so soon--. lld t:. re i2 s'cill so,~::; rtor::: v-:ocd to pile. Is 
noG t..r: ~ LL __ y? :.'t ,_o.:3 L snock rny ft.Lily to hc.ve me do 
thir.~ . .:. 1 l'r t~" .... -. It i· '10 h· r o;• ... ,., ..:~ '-v·e l ~o·l"e o-::t-r +-hir1o<:S - ~ ~:V · ·. :~~ ~. • (·· r- • 1- .:::; ~ .... r C.U "-"·V- - ,; V .-

1 
.........__~ ~ '.i ..t.~.::...- ~-- ., ~ ••~ .- _ v ... "-' V •.:.J • ?ettec .... or Ol .. v v •. lv'"'lLJh uj .. c ... n to s1 . ..~ b:...,, . .J..Il0 -..._.J,. - d~,..~y. 

':'u.r t 0 1~.,· ~;rs vV':-re se briw~"' [;..,.__..et. _ry I jL:•,.:,t !ulCW tL.J 
lit~l" vc:cc&.ticn ~'OL. :ock w::.:; s gc. __ ..;._ tc • .i."·-:-; for you bee::. 

: lov~ you ~~~ra . 
. o~hvr. 



as I cannot recall that number 011 Maryland .Ave. 
and cannot wait another minute to bid you 
welcome to our own country,I will write to the 
Hopkins address. 

But,the foolishness of the human heart--! 
am far more homes!lck to see you now than I was 
when ycu were in France. 

Ruth and I are going to St.Paul today. Both 
are going to the dentist. Ruth has an immense 
amount of work to be done,he says. I got my 
new teeth last week,but he told me I would be 
back to have them fitted. He told the truth. 

Jack is still in Waco.And still fretting 
because he has nothing to do and is learning 
nothing. Fred Andersen has a second ~imatREE&J Lieutency--and Elbert a first. Elbert is ordered to report in N.Y.on the 15th. Queer if they send the newer officers away before the older ones who have been waiting for so long. Will is busy as a man can well be. He expects to be home for Christmas. 

Tomorrow our family have dinner at Herbert's. Is not Mame brave? A small house for so many of us,but she felt that she wanted to do it. We axe busy planning a giftless Christmas in the S.S. That is,a giving Christmas rather than a receiving Christmas. 
I wonder if you came over in the same boat with Mr.Severance,Lady Chetwynd,Admiral Fletche etc.etc. Yes,I read the papers. Are you catching up with the local news? DO we seem very slow and unwarlike to you? England was so reported the first year of the war.We really are living differently,we are really coming into line. Large bodies move slowly,you know,but do not be discouraged with our slownes and look at the things we have done rather than the things we have not done but mean to do. 
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Nothing we can do will be more stupid than the 
l8.ck of unity in the management of the war 
over there. Sp be kind to our mistakes and 
stupidity. Mame still speaks of 11 this administr 
tion" with scorn. Washington gives every one 
the blues when visiting there,they tell me. 
There is a lot of educating going on. 

I am so anxious to have a good long letter 
telling me all about the trip snd yourselves. 
Is there anything on which you ere short and 
I am long? ~Y silver is not in use,there are 
ma:.;.y things that I could,possibly,loan you that 
would be foolish ior LS to buy when you are not 
yet settled,and dt:.ring these times when we buy 
so little of unneces2ary things. ~rs. K.says 

you have all the bed~ing you need. How about 
tablecloths, ns.pkins, etc. You know there are 
some of those things a~ the ~ister's. 

It is getting ne~r breakfast time and I have 
a note to write,etc. Dear,de~r chil6ren,I am 
glad you are on this side of the water,and I 
am se~ding you a heart full of love. I want to 
know wh ere you are to live,how you are to live, 
what ycu are planning for work,i£ there is any 
way I can help,and meny ot~er things. 

!lather. 
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MRS . JEAN JEFFERSON PEN FIELD 

THEGALAHADSCHOOL 
HUDSON, WIS. 

December 6 1917 

~Y dear Children: 

I suppose you are wonderinO' if this Gale.had pe.per will 

ever come to an end--I think if we are all patient and I am 

properly persevering,it may. But,after all,just at present I 

am glad that there is sti11 a big pile of it left. Paper is 

scarce,~hey tell me--but not on my shelves. 

I he.ve corr.e,though not for the first time,.to the conclusion 

that just plain living is a complicated af:air. Talk about life 

ever being monotonous--------- I h~ve tried to im&gine myself 

livint:; all a1one,in an apart.re_t that wc.s furnished 'I'Jith all of 

the mo6ern convenienc~s,with nothing to do but eat,sleep,and knit-

with all worries borne by so~e one else,even to the oookin~, 

cle n·ng,m~n~ing,etc. ~ould life be monotonous? Well,even tnen, 

there would be re ding,le~ter writing,&nd people. The world is 

going so~ st,every one has so many int::rests,there are so many 

proble~s thet are not individual problems--or should I say that 

individu~l problems are so complicEted thzt they become world 

problems? No,unless OLe were rally a dead one,I «annat imagine 

life being monotonous. I have no particular problems of my 

own,unl.ess trying to keep rr.y bank book and my check book balance, 

or holding my tongue when it wants to say things it shouldn't, 

could be called problems--but the very air bristles with problems 

that will not seem to come to any solution. hnat is all this 

about? That might be hard to explain. 

The weather turned quite cold on Tuesday and I went to St.Paul 

to have my new teeth re-fitted--I expect to make many visits to 

the city for that pur ase this winter--and to have lunch with 
~---_) 



Ray at the Dyckman. At the station L saw Elbert and Fred in their 

new uniforms--and they are the best the law allows and they look 

fine in them. Mrs • .Andersen is disappointed that Fred did not 

get a fisst instead of a second,but ·Fred seems not to care mueh. 

That is,he seems to understand th~ he is not a natural military 

man. I went up to Elbert and shook hands with him and asked him 

to send me his picture in uniform and keep me posted as to his 

whereabouts. He was very pleasant and cordial and it made me feel 

good. Of course,I lost one of my gloves in the station,had it off 
a half hour 

while knitting,because I have to go down about amx»m~~ ahead of 

time to go when the children go to school,and that was an offset, 

perhaps,to the ple11sure of meeting Elbert in that way. I did not 

realize that at the time however. I sat with Mrs.Andersen and M~J 

Mary and knitted and visited all the way over to St.Paul. For 

Mame's Christmas I am giving her a dozen of Mother's silver forks. 

Thanksgiving day we discovered that she has only a dozen and now 

that she is beginning to entertain the family that is not enough. 

The forks were marked with an old English J. Just below that I 

am ha~ing a drop letter M.P.engraved. That will show they do not 

belong togethe r and I think will please her. For Jean's present 

I am hav*ng the fork I used when a little girl made re&dy. It is 

marked "Jennie" on the front. On the back I have had the initials 

J.P. with 1866 above and 1917 below the initi::ls. Do you think 

she will llke it? For Sx=x~a George I was extravagant. I have 

arran;ed to buy from Galahad one of those carpenter's benches. 

And now I am wondering if I should not keep it for his birthday 

as he can make but little dse of it this winter. He will need 

tools as I can buy them. He is the farmer and his father pays 

him five dollars a month for his work. He is buying his own 

Liberty bond and other things,I believe. For Tilder I have a 

wh~n 1 reached 2t.Paul 1 
book. But what I wanted to sa 

----~~~~~~~--------



the car refused to be cranked. The girls both lost much time and 

streng~,and finally sent for a man from the garage. Sand in the 

tank had stopped u; the feed pipe. He worked an hour and a half 

and it would run--"but it may stop up again"--and it did so this 

morning. It interferes with the regular work of the house as well 

as the going to school of the children. Besides the shock to one'e 

feelings. You see the beginning of my letter was other people's 

problems. 

John is getting over the mea$$es in fine shape,but the other 

ch'ldren shpuld be coming down with them. I hope they will not 

wait until too near Christmas so that Mame will not dare bring 

Frederick over. Yesterday I spent all day on the couch,today 

I do not get ver~ far away for I want to be in good trim tomorrow 

evening when I expect Ray over. I have asked Herbert and Mame 

to come &nd visit with him that evening. I me~n to try and pop 

some of last year's corn that I have on band. I wish I had all 

of my children right close under rr.y wing. Still,it is good to 

thi~k that you aEe in this country and that I can know almost 

where you are to live. I directed a letter to you yesterday to 

the new address and will send this one there. I hope your 

kitchen is large enough to permit a small table for you two to 

eat on so that you will not have to c~rry things through the hall 

to the re;.l dinin;room. But,after all, that is your problert and 

not rtine. £,To, I did not do anything right when I left the 

:aster's. I hc.ve no record of \.,·hat is in the trunk and boxes there 
Not much of v2lue,I fear. I can only recall a couple of pitba~~s 
and the little soup bowls,some other little things,possibly. 
Helen,I am not as long on hoir as I was--but anything else? 
Plec: se give my love to :lrs. Finney and remember me to the ~hsters. 
I suppose Kemp and Katherine c:..re not there, but is M.iss Randall 
there? If so,?;ive Touch love to her. Tell me about her when you 
know. Also a greeting to Mr.Dorsey and the young man who took us 
out in the auto. Will you see the Bartlett family? They .'ere all 
very kind to me. Cottie says"why Helen will trade at the 
Co-operative store,wont she?" It is a good place--on 24th.between 
Marylo..nd and Charles. But she would l1ke to be there with you to 
go to the Parkway,too. Your letters are so interesting,write as 



HUDSON, WIS . 

went to the jewelers to see about this silver and thsre saw tne 

_pretty service flag pins. I did not mea:lt to do so,but I could 

not help buying one for Winifred &nd Ruth. I took Elizabeth 

into the secret and wh&t do you suppose her remark was~hen she 

saw it? "Oh I am so glad for it will make Daddy feel good to 

have ~other wear it." 

I went to Minneapolis a !d had a visit with Ray for an hour 

and then went up to see the Prince family,coming home on the 

five o'clock. I was dreadfully tired with the strain of meeting 

cold outside and heat in the cars,I guess,for I caught a most 

beautiful cold. It does not take much to fasten one of these 

dreaded things on me. Sometimes I think I cannot stand one of 

our Wisconsin winters,but if I say anything about it Cottie begins 

to tell how she never dreaded a winter as she does this winter, 

and how nice it would be to go away----and I choke and drop the 

subject. 

But my cold is a little thJ..ng compared with ·.vhat the cold brine 

to the girls, especially our "man-of-the-house, Ruth. She is doing 

her best to save coal. G&rry did his best to make it possible to 

save coal and Ruth only uses it at night and burns this pine wood 

during the day. That means conste.nt attention,of course. f:he 

empties ashes every day,she rakes and scrapes,and adds wood every 

few minutes. Aft3r every set-back the girls have they sigh and 

say"well I am glad we have a nice warm house to live in"-so you 

see the almost three hundred dollars I invested last winter was 

a good investment after all. The garage was my investment this 

winter but it is not as warrr. as it should be. Yest - rday marning 



Elizabeth was sitting on my lap and I told her I wanted 

to write to Uncle Wilder,Uncle Billy,Daddy and Uncle Garry--how 

many would I get done? Besides that,there are on the desk three 

tissue paper packages ready for wrapping and for letters to go 

at the same t irr:e. Socks for Elbert, Chauncey and Harold Perk ins-

the latter elreacy in France. Other socks and other letters 

must be made re~dy soon. 

You do not know how many things I want to t2lk about today-

but ~t takes so long to write them all. First--let me relieve 

my rr:ind on the biggest subject. Herbert told me that :)rrs. K. had 

written to you that she would give you $50.for a Christmas presen1 

if you wanted to use it for coming home. When word first came 

that you were coming back to Jl..merica but would not come home 

until June I said to her that she and I would have to get to-

gether ana see if we could not arrange it so that y "u could come 

at Christmas,she made some laughing answer--and neither of us 

has said anything about it since. She cannot get out hare and I 

do not seem to be able to get over there,so we have had no talk 

together since then. However,! am still in the ring,and ready 

with my punch. If another ~;50.wil.i:l will make it possible for 

you two dear ones to come home for Christmas,! will send it on 

to you,and be glad to have the privilege. But this one thing 

you must remember,whether you come or not,there will be no 

exchange of presents this year. The Penfields,MacC:,uarries and 

the Ingli have agreed to that. I reserved the ri ht t 
0 tre1=1t. 



you all as children..a.E!Y. children,and give you somethi r..g if I 

wanted to do so. But these children here will have enough,not 

as much as usual,we hope,but enough so t hat we do not want you 

two to give them anything at all. Candy is almost taboo here, 

and they understand how every wants to,and should,give all they 

can to real sufferers. 

Is not this latest horror quite too dreadful? The condition 

all over the w. rld depre ;: ses one. Will you let me know right 

soon if we may possibly expect to see you? The sight of you 

would surely be good for us all. 

John is over the n:ea$1es, Billy and Ruth are coming down with 

them and we hope Bobs will not put it off much longer for we 

need the whole two weeks that lie before us to clean it all out 

that it may be safe for Frederick to come ~er for his Christmas 

dinner. We shall hc:.ve to get along without any help at all on 

Christmas day,but Winifred is such a fine planner that she will 

have us all so placed that there will be little confusion and 

we will all have a good time. I do not doubt but that you will 

be expected to dine at the Kermotts--but you will,perhaps come 

over here for the tree later. They will have more room for you 

to sleep than there will be here,but you will give us lots of 

your daytime,wont you? 

Ray spent Friday night with us,cominz over on the 6.30 and 

going back the next morning on the 8. 40. It made a short visit 

but we ciid do some right good visiting too. Herbett and Mame came 

over for a couple of hours,although it was a bitter cold night. 

It was mighty good of them and I appreciated it. 

Will expects,or hope e ,to be·home ab out the 17th. His father 

is coming soon,and will be here over Christmas. Lawson and his 

wife are here,or rather he is in Detroit and Daisy is with Earnes1 
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and will be until Christmas. Their family will have a re-union 

at Earnest's on the Saturday before. Earnest c:.nd ~.!ary are to go 

to Neenah for Christmas. 

Margaret has written several letters to Grandpa Inglis and 

yesterday she was rewarded. She received a box from him. It was 

an old writing desk that his wife--~~fargaret Inglis--had used 

when a girl. In it was a goodly supply of notepaper,pens,~encils, 

and a dozen other little things besides a lot of candy. It was 

fun to see the other children. Elizabeth and Faith were as pleasec 

as Yargaret, almost. '.'.'hi le John we..i ted a bit to be sure he had 
to 

seen all and then rushed off tmB the kitchen and brought back a 

porrid._·e dish. 11 What is that for,Joh "? 11 "Why for the candy. 11 

!~argaret did not disappoint him. You see, Mergeret fully expects 

to be a writer of stories. 

Earnest was over yesterday and he and the two girls will be 

here again on Tuesday. He came over with Pat \flebster. It seems 

when he wss exa:dmed :or the army he fell short in ·Neight, but he 

means to try it again and hopes to get in the quareer~aster's 

dep&.rt rr.ent. 7 illiam was in Petrograd the l e st heari from him 

and is in a Red Cross Captain's uniform. By the way,am I not 

to heve a picture of you in uniform? 

In re=ard to the ChristmEs gifts again---if you have some 

little inexpensive thing that you can give co· ~ ie,well and good, 

for she ·~t•ants to remember everyone and I cannot stop her without 

making her too unhappy. But only the veriest trifle. A picture 

card will be enough. 

,___ __ _ 
It ~a 2 too brd about yur lo.s of the purse,Helen dear--but 

I do not won:er that you were t~oughtless ebout it with so ~any 



packages to do up and send off. But now,where are all .of the .tki 

thin~ I wanted to talk vo you about? I could hardly wait to 

get to the typewriter--ob pshaw,I want bo see you and talk with 

you both. I hope you will have a paper for the Patriotic 

edition of the Star-Observer . I have still to go to St.Paul 

again to get my teeth fitted,for my gums swell up so that I canno 

wear them. Hope Christmas will find me in possession of good 

grinders for I am saving up for that • 

. The boys of my class have decided to adopt a French orphan 

and now my task is to find the orphan. I wish som~ one would hand 

him out to me . But the trouble with the boys is that th~y want 

to buy Thrift stamps too. P.;~d that is all right, how am I going to 

help them to understand? V!Je had been studying about what Moses 

was asked by God to do and the five excuses he made. Today I 

asked them what God asked George Washington to do? And was it 

easy,and did they suppose that Washington ever made any excuses. 

George said-- "\'Jhy I did not know that God asked Washington to do 

that". The I asked what God asked Lincoln to do etc. Then what 

He had asked of Woodrow v:ilson. And for their lesson next Sunday 

they are to tell me at leE st four excuses Wilson might and perhap: 

did make. They Ere so·~tartlingly like Moses' excuses that I 

nope to make them feel that Moses was a real man. Ray says he 

never could get interested in old Testament heroes for they ne~er 

seemed real. He could sit down and talk with Christ,but he would 

have nothing to say to David,for he would not understand him. A 

queer way to put.t it,but would I not like to talk with David,and 

especia.llJD. with Moses right now? They are as real as any man of 

today,and their problems were just as r 2al as the problems of 

today. Please kiss each other for me,End know how much I love 

you--no Wilder never will know,and Helen will not know until she 

has children of her own. Godbless you both. 
' ------- Mother 



Knitting bags? Oh certainly~every one is doin~ i 
it." Cottie made me one,I gave one to Winifrea and to Mame on their birthdays. Cottie was to 
rnake one for Ruth eor Christmas and one for you, and one for each of the three girls--not one of them is made. Oh by-the-way,the knitting bag 
was intended for Helen,not for Wilder,but if you two are one ,what difference? Now,if you 
have a knitting bag I can stop her for she will not run so fast that I cannot overtake her. It 
is always a question as to when Cottie will get 
things done,anyway. It is lucky that I kept 
pulling her back as much as I did,for there are 
not as many things 11 to be finished" as there 
might have been. I will not try and answer 
any more of your last letter until I can ~~:5 
write the longer one that you are to get for 
Christmas. 

Bless your dear hearts,! love you. 
Mother. 



the table is next best,but that sort of breaks 
the continuity. 

I. am J&im.si:m enclosing a little food for though 
(there should be a "t" on the end of that word) 
hope you will enjoy it. 

Do you wonder that I call Cottie my baby? She 
is down with the measl~s. She has been pretty 
sick all of the week--since last week Mond§!:y-
First her back with much pain,then her stomach 
with terrible retching--and then the rash. She 
has not has as much fever as the children,but 
has had a very bad cough,although that is bette! 
today. For the pest three days her brain he"s 
been clouded much of the time. That is better 
this morning . Dr .K.is coming out again this 
morning,and I hopr he will pronounce her very 
much better. I wonder if it will be safe to 
bring little Fred over here in a week's time: 

I have not had much re st and feel a little 
rocky this morning,but that can be easily made 
right for I think my cold is much better. 

Ruth is in St.Paul today I expected to go 
over with her but she had to take all of the 
commissions herself. presents to buy for all of 
the children and some for Mame to give them, 
some for Father Inglis and some for me . It will 
make a full day and this time of yea.r is not a 
good time i~ which to hurry. I thought I was 
going to be all through long before this--but 
one does not always know. 

Will came home yesterday,his uniform is 
certainly becoming and he has gained in poise 
it seems to me. He has had an operation on his 
nose and we hope he will be better of colds etc. 
but now he is really suffering much pain in his 
forehead and around his eyes. Most likely he 
caught cold when coming home and the dust of the 
train was not conducive to the healing of the 
vvound . They cut out quite a goods i:zed piece. It 
was quite a painful thing too. It certainly 
seems good to have a man around the house again. 

Dr.K.told me what he thought about your comii11 
home. It quite agrees with what Wi lder had aixgx 
already written,and I guess he is quite right. 
So--I am not looking for you. As to Jack's 
coming,I know no more than I knew before. Gen. 
Rich~rds is in Washington and will be back in 
Wa~o Christmss Eve. If Jack can come at all it 
must be after that,I should suppose. The divisi~ 

begins to move on the 23rd. 
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Gala had 
Hudson Wisconsin 

December 14 1917 

Dear C~~ildren: 

What a funny looking heading to this 
letter--but never mind,it is all 
there and it may be worse before I 
get through with all I hope to say in 
the short time that lies before me. 

I cannot write as fast as I would 
because I have to stop every other 
line to wipe my nose. Yes,a,s usual, 
it is one cold after another just as 
soon as the cold weather sets in. And 
of course,the deafness increases as 
well. I would like to pick up and 
run away with the first snow,but I 
would have to take Cottie with me 
and my bank account does not seem to 
smile on such a procedure • 

Such a week as we are having. The 
three youn _er children and the oldest 
one sick. Bobs is very little troublE 
Billy was pretty bad for two days and 
nights but is now only so restless 
that it is almost impossible to keep 

L 



away . from , the bri~ht sunlight. But little 
Ruth---she is cer~ainly a noly terror. She 
just cries almost every minute. If she is 
not uncomfortable she is just plain mad. Poor 
Winifred is dreadfully tired but she is stand
ing up to it like a major. She is so happy 
that Will is coming so soon that she can 
endure anything. He comes either Sunday or 
Monday morning and instead of five days as 
the orders have been in most cases he is to 
have fifteen days. Is that not fine? He is 
so happy his letters are just like a boy's. 
Is it because he has been so full of the work 
there that he has not asked for privileges 
before? 

But my patient,the oldest,does not cry but 
she feels preety bad. She has gastritis. I 
have talked with Dr.before this but he has 
not seen her until this morning. She has to 
have pretty constant attention,but she is 
a well behaved baby. 

Your letter came last evening and I was so 
sorry that you had not received my letter 
sent to the Maryland Ave.address. I sent it 
there because I expected you would be in the 
apartment by that time. I had sent my first 
one to Johns Hopkins Hospital. The t~trd one 
I sent to 510 Broadway. You see I took a 
chance at them all. This one? where I shall 
send this,who knows. 

But your news at the tag end of the letter 
pleased me as you knew it would. Hug each 
other just as hard as you can and kiss each 
other as many times as you care to do so, 
and say "That is what Mother would like to dor 
I would like to be the one to tell the family 
here,if I may,when the time comes to tell 
them. Until then,you know there will not be 
a hint from me. But Wilder boy,do not feel 
that you are saying foolish things when you 
let me know how you feel towards Helen. It 
makes me so happy,always,to have my children 
tell me such things. When Herbert unburdens 
his heart about Mame,or Ruth about Jack and 
Will and Winifred about their feelings. Don't 
you know it does other pepple good to know 
about love and happiness,and more than any 
one else it makes a mother ~eel good. I am 
so thankful that you two are drawing nearer 
and nearer together in sympathy and understand 
ing. You know marriage is a great surprise 
sometimes. There is love without sympathy and 
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been hard for them both to have thelr too short vacatio: 

so broken up with his being sick. 

Our Chri ·:; trnas,as I had to remind Cottie when I was 

making her see that going to the San.was the beet thing 

fer her as well as for us,will not be an old-fashioned 

Penfield Christmc:: s. It will be a .MacQuarrie Christmas. 

It is just as well,it will not only make it easier for 

Cottie to be away,but it will make it easier for Ruth 

while Jack is away. 
JP<' / 

It is quite possible that you may see hi~one of thE 

these days. He has been transferred from the 38nd. 

Depot Brigade--"which there aint no sioh ani'&al," to 

txsi:s.:s:taai As si standi .Ad'ju tant, Headquc.rt ers 3 ::.nd. ~· 
=ivision. So he is not with cen.Riohards,much to his 
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not enough to keep her busy and she was homesick. But 

there was too much to do for me to want to take it on, 

it was a beautiful day and she could go safely,and the 

work was pulling like everything. Shall I acknowledge 

a mean,contemptible,horrid thing about your mother? 

I wonder if you,Wilder,recall Alice Richards? DO you 

remember her mother? A very large,insistent,opinion

ated woman who was paralysed,partially,and had to be 

moved in a wheel chair? She took a fancy to me and 

wanted to go camping with us one year---for Alice' sake 

Lnd--for Alice' sake I did what I could for her. She 

became a horror to poor Herb ert for she loved him so 

dearly and he must talk with her,help her down to 

bathe,and devote himself to her generally. She was 

opinionated,as I said,but with me,never.She def s rrea 

to me,she leaned on me,---she drank my very life 

blood like a vampire,and after being with her for an 

hour or two I could only lie down and absolutely rest: 

I would hate dreadfully fo see her again,and never did 

after I got her back to Spokane. Fortunately,she could 

not afford to stay more than a we ek or two. Cottie is 

not like that,of course,but she does dra in my vitality 

sometimes when I am tired,simply because she depends 

on me so much, and is so jealous of my being away from 

her,well,I told you it was horrid of me. I do not feel 

it so much when I feel up to snuff,but the snuff is 

snuffed out sometimes,you know. 

Will is better of that infection in the antrim 1 ·~ 

went to Minneapolis with Winifred and the children 

today to have a family re-union at Earnest's. It has 
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up some lovely fairy story to play out together 1 and 

have the jolliest 1 Christmas all your own. Your very 

most delightful Christmas because it is your first 

together 1 and because you are making great plana of 

living in the future. It is so delightful to be making 

plabs for the future. It sesms to strike Will afresh 

every once in a while that I am alwaysdoing that 1 and he 

will say "Why Mother Jaean you will never gDow old 1 

you live so in the future." Well the future always 

did seem a part of the present to me,a.nd I have always 

felt that it was better farther on 1 and it has always ~x 

proved to be so. Life is full yet,why not,when my chil 

dren are so dear to me 1 and I am at rest about them and 

feel that they are making a place in the world about 
them:? Kiss each other for me~ e.nd Ne will all have a 

blessed day on the birthdz.y of out King~ who will 
soon come to esrablish his kingdom,I do believe. 
Mrs.Tourtellot went home to rest,funeral yesterday, 
and Will is to raad his resignation tomorrow and do 
the preaching. God bless you---Mother 
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She plays with both hands chords and all. Bobby--well, 

some toy that I do not seem to recall,just now as 

Ruth bought it for me. John a book,another one who 

loves books,Billy a war ship,and little Ruth a dress 

and cap fo r her dolly who needs some clothes. Cottie, 

a pair of felt slippers,six handkerchiefs--and I .hope 

to buy a rug for her room when I can go to St.Paul 

again. I sent Jack ten dollars. Five dollars to 

Virginia Jefferson,three dollars to Helen Clague. I 

also sent a framed picture of Aunt Nell and one of 

her paintings to Florence,and a painting and the 

ship in a storm that aunt Nell did,to Helen Sanford. 

They were not Christxas presents,just a bit of love 

that they would &prreciete at this .... . t..lme. · I have sent 

socks to ten of the boys,but there are many more to be 

knitted, I shall send them as soon as I can,but shall 

not worry at any delay. The Ohristrr.~s planning has bee: 

easy. Oh yes,I sent a bound copy of Fragments from 

France to Ray.Also a copy of Christine to Garry.And 

I guess that is all I have done. All of the letters 

I usually write are yet to be written,and not a card 

to any one. ILrs. Lenroot wants to know all about you, 

go and see them when you are in Washington and can do 

so. Also the Price family. They are good friends. 

Supper is over and I must send this letter down by 

llrs.King tonight. Hope she does not forget to mail it. 

You will be happy together dear children,you will not 

think of being away from home,some one will invite 

you out for dinner,probably,and if not,you will think 
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he knows." I think that was a fine reply. 

But about Christmas--Mame .canno·t come over with 

Fred because he may still take the measl~s,and I am 

afraid that Herbert will stay with her. The children 

will come. I am giving George "Over the Top 11 -He so 

fears the way will be over before he can get into the 

trenches. He is an inveterate reader. He goes to Iron 

River for a visit the day following Christmas. I am 

giving Wilder a book. Jean,my little silver fork. It is 

marked Jennie on the front and on the back I had J.P. 

with 1866 above and 1917 below the monogram. Patty a 

lovely doll's bed. I have . dressed it and it looks fine . . 

Herbert,a check for five dollars and Mame a dozen of 

Mother8S forks,as she is short on them. I am giving 

Will a book-"How to live at the Front by Hector MacQuar 
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have been depressing her so much because of his being 

so unhappy that I feared that she would be ill again. 

She is putting up a brave fight to keep happy and cheery 

and not give way to homesickness. It is simply his 

~ay of letting her know how much he loves her 1 and 

urging her to come East to meet him. That is impossible 

for many reasons,but that blessed boy does not see it 

wheu he wants to see her so much. 

Your letter saying I could not afford big sums of 

money ,is true enough,I know 1 but 1 well----how different 
' 

am I from Jack? He doEs not see why it will cost so 
hsr 

~uch more to send k±m to htm than to bring hi~ to her-

and when it is a question of your coming home 1 I get a 

bit befuddled too. 

This is a Christmas letter,and should be a very 

jolly and happy one and it seems to deal with sickness 

and meanness,and criticism,in ever~ paragraph. But 

then 1 that i~ what I have been reading in the papers too. 

These investigations 1 mighty necessary,I should say, 

if they are constructive,but if they attack Hoover too 

hard I may go to Washington myself. Dr .K.thinks Baker 

is the weakest man in the cabinet,but someway,I like 

Baker and certainly his reply when told of crozier's 

criticism sounded very like a man and an honest rr.an 

who is sure of himself. "It is quite proper for the 

Senate committee to be anxious to help develop our 

war plans. If there has been delay,the committee will 

naturally want to know why. ~~en General Crozier is 

questioned by the committee,it is his duty to tell all 



Daisy and Lawson went away on the nine o'clock train. 
Father Mac.bad gone earlier. ~e are all a little tired, 
still,but we are not having breakfast until eight o'clock 
or later,during tl:e vacation,sc we will get straightened 
around after a while. 

Will and Winifred are going to St.Paul tomorrow,for 
a regular "spree".Just going to have a day without any 
of the ch l ldren, 0nd ho.ve a good lunch and go to any"show" 
they so desire,and do only what shoppingthey want to do. 

Did you know that Mike Gibbons is at Camp Dodge as 
instructor? hnd Will is taki ~g boxing lessons or him. 
He seems to en~oy it ·very much. 

Did you know that I sent you a pair of socks to wear 
home on the boat? They are"somewhere in France!' I wish 
I h&d written to Chester to have him keep them,but I 
did not do it when I found out that you were coming home 
sooner,and then it got so late I feared something else 
had happened to them. It would seem a pity to send them 
back over here when they are needed over there. You see, 
the plan was for you to leave there Dec.9th.as I ux~Rxstm , 
understood,and that would have given me time enough. 

I must not gossip ~ith you any longer,for there are 
many other letters to write,and I am going to lie down 
a few minutes now. Ruth gave me a thinble,Herbert a pretc: 
Re ~ Cross pin,Will aave me a lovely flat baske~ with a 
cover,beads and tasSels,cottie gave me a oooR- Tne Bent 
Twig".Mrs.Phippsand Father Mac.each gave a book. Ray the 
Atlantic Magaxine.The two Sa11monds thei:t: pictures.Wilder 
a gar ·e stic ~ith a bi:d on it.Fl9r~roe a~c ld geld 
satin covered knitting shield(for the needles.) bill 
you tell me all about your Christmas? I am so glad you 
could be in that apartrr.ent and perhaps Helen did some 
cooking. Your letter came yesterda~ but it was still a 
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I will tell you about Christmas first. Your vision of 
it,Wilder,was very like,and yet this Christmas was rather 
different from any of the others. Will does not like to 
have me call it a MacQuarrie Christmas,and yet,it was 
not our old Christmas,although a very happy one. 

We planned to have breakfast at seven o'clock,letting 
the children open their stockings for Santa's things, 
before breakfast. I had breakfast all ready,on time,tte 
children came down about fifteen minutes before,all 
dressed for the day. There were not so very many things 
in the stockings--Shoes,and handkerchiefs,mostly--with 
one toy for each of the little ones,and an orange,a 
beautiful apple,a candied fig,some candied oranges and 
nuts. They were pergectly delighted with every-thing,but 
it did not take very long to go thru them and they were 
re edy to eat at seven. The tree had been trimmed by Will 
and the children the day before. We had planned to have 
it on the porch but a cold North wind came up Monday so 
we had it in the North-West corner of the big room which 
is now not much more than the dining-room. It was a 
beautiful tree and after it was all trimmed and the chil~ 
ren were in bed that night we had put all of the other 
gifts on the table around the base of the tree and coverej 
that part with a white sheet. As soon as we had all 
finished breakfast the sheet was taken off and the gifts 
were distributed. Father MacQ arrie had come over Monday 
eve.to stay with Bobs and Ruth while all of the rest of 
us went to the Church $mtertainments,and little Ruth took 
all of her things to him. She was the joke to us all. 
Each of the girls had a beautiful dolly. The three Ingli 
hadShoenhut doll,and they were perfectly happy with them. 
Ruth had a doll in a big high chair that zoes upstairs 
and down with her,chair and all. Bobs had a new soldier 
suit,hat,puttees,and all,and a set of soldiers that made 
hi~ go into a corner by himself. Each one had so many 
things,and they were all so happy over them,but before 
nine o'clock they hed all taken their things upstairs 
and we were at the dishes and the cleaning up og the room 

I had all of the extra dishes,silver and tablelinen 
ready at hand on Monday . Wil l brot in the round tahle off 
the porch and I went right to setting the table for dinne: 
Lawson and his wife came over on the 9.30 train and we 
had some things for Daisy to do to keep her happy. 
Mame could not come,but Herbert and the four came for the 
one-thirty dinner. ~~~e had roasted the two turkey~ for 
us and Will went up after them and carried up a big box 
with 1.lame 's dinner, she taking off some of the turkey for 
herself. We sent a pretty dish or basket of everything 
that we had here,~nd it looked very appetizing went she 
Opened it. Everything went off beautifully at dinner, 
and everything was cooked just right, We had a very 
simple dinner,of course,because we had no maid of any 
description. Nineteen of us to sit down. Cottie,.~me and 
Fred were missed,of course. After dinner the children 
gave an impromptu progaam,and then the three Ingli girls 
and I went up to Herbert's with hhem. The children 
looked at the penfield gifts,I knitted,and we three had 
a good visit. 'J;ill came up for me about eight o'clock. 


	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-001
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-002
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-003
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-004
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-005
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-006
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-007
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-008
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-009
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-010
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-011
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-012
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-013
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-014
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-015
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-016
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-017
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-018
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-019
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-020
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-021
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-022
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-023
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-024
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-025
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-026
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-027
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-028
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-029
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-030
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-031
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-032
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-033
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-034
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-035
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-036
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-037
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-038
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-039
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-040
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-041
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-042
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-043
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-044
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-045
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-046
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-047
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-048
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-049
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-050
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-051
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-052
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-053
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-054
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-055
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-056
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-057
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-058
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-059
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-060
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-061
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-062
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-063
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-064
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-065
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-066
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-067
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-068
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-069
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-070
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-071
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-072
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-073
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-074
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-075
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-076
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-077
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-078
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-079
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-080
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-081
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-082
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-083
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-084
	penfield-P142-box37_cd-29-7-085

