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Dear Mother: 

12 Duplicado Barquillo 
Madrid , Spain. 

July, 20, l \)24. 

Your letter came today after a long wait. 
Ye~ our method of trying to nominate ~esidential 
candidates by organized uproar i~ rath~r poor. There 
was an editorial in the Spaniah news paper I read 
the other day railing at the method us~d in this 
Democratic election . They take a very lively 1nter­
e5t in the K. K.K. concidering it a moat sinister 
or~anization . The present Government or rather 
Directorate which is another ndme for absolute tyr­
rany is vf e ry religoua and therefore is dominated 
by the church . Apparently the Directorate expresae~ 
its purpose of abolishing the Junta when they first 
came into power. The Junta is the beat and moat li~ 
eral educational movement in Spain, providing for 
research in various branches of art and science 
and sending cert ain pr omiain5 young men abroad as 
Fellows . The Junta aaks no reli~ous questions and 
the church is in favor of having it for believers qJ 

only . I asked Ria-Hortega why the Directorate was 
for abol.iahin~ the Junta and he said "Because the 
Jesuits do not like the Junta 11 • If it had not been 
for the fact that Cajal i~ President of the Junta 
it would have been abolished b:llt the Directorate 
fears Cajal as the people like him , realizing that 
he is one of the greatest thi~s Spain has produced . 
The Cajal Institute is a part of the Junta. 

Did I tell you that he gave me a set of the 
Laboratory publication~pomplete back ~o 200 years aeP 
I trie~ to scare up loo dollars a year~ buy the 1 
file w1thout success and Dr. Whipple had promised to 
try tm find the money before I leave so I could b 
brin5 them with me . He also showed me some color ~ 
microphotographs that were wonders . He had de vised h 
the procedure in part and prepared all the films de­
veloped them etc. He seemed very jovial and wrote 
a pleasin~ sentiment on a large photograph of hims­
el f that I had lllecured. Today I took a photograph 
of the new Cajal Institute, his house and t he little 
coffee house where he s.i ts. 
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We went over to say goodbye to the Hortega sisters 
and father th '. s after noon *"and with Rio and Gomez 
and the sisters went out to the Stadium outside of 
town where a cool. breeze was blowing. It was unbe­
lievably pleasant. We stopped at an outdoor Caf~ 
of course , and had a variety of beer,lemonade, ice 
cream,milk, olives,potatoe chips and biBcuits 
scattered among the seven of us . 

Only three weeks left and so when~ou ~et thE 
we shall be starting .off for Lyon . Our cable addre~ 
in France will be-- Coupon Paris . That is Cooks 
address. 

It is time to ~o to to bed . Alth,;u~h I take 
an hours nap I can not stay up for eve~ but it 
certainly does a~ree with me to take the nap . 

Good night mother • We are looking forward 
to your visit . Let us know when you know anything de¥ 
finite . In a report of Herberts speech from the Hud~ 

.S' n paper tha t Mother K. sent us it l..,oks as tho~h 
e made a very good one. 

With love 
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SALLE DE BAINS 

EAU CHAUDE ET FROIDE 

ASCENSEUR 
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Dear Motherdy: 

3 Rue d~ L ' Estrapade 
Paris . Sept.~, 1g24. 

I amm Glad you have rented the house even if it 1 

1~ for a song. I wish we could find such rents. I wonder i 
if I can build up a practice by any chance. Your descr -

iption of Stewart ~iw~~xx was very apt. He was never 

awake to more than one thing at a time. This typewriter 

has forgotten how to write a decent letter if it ever 
knew . Your gift to me has served us very well and 
kas been ind~ spenslble to us. 

Today we went to the Louvre this morning 
and then again this afternoon. It is a great place 
and like all such Museums should be seen leisurely. 
I wish youwere here to see Paris with us as we are 
doing it now-- alittle each day by way of recreation . 

~~ Always the Luxumberg ~ardens are tht most satisfying t 
~t thing especially at sunset when the level rays of 

u the IM~ sun turn the green into yellow . I dont know 
~ why its rays seem so golden there . Did you go there by 

sunset? Mother K. has had aa bad time of it hasnt 
she? We climbed up in the tower of Notre Dame this 
after noon. The view is fine and the children are keen 
about towers. In the Hotel Dieu where I have had a 
microscope there is record of a royal decreeto the 
effect that in the future ~ that wa s in 1500 ) only 
one patient should be placed in each bed of the Hospit­
. 1 . 

This is a poor letter I know. Will you let 
me off with this this time? 

We are looking forward to your visit . 
',-a th love 



. ~) 
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Dear Motherdy: 

3 Rue de la Estrapade 
Paris V. Sept.21,1924. 

Helen means what she says about coming before 
the 15th. You can perfectly well come just as soon as 
you get this letter. Dont stay in that cramped room 
one hour after your things are packed. Just wire 
us your train. I think it would be a little easier 

for you to take train right into New York and get off at 
the Grand Central Station which is the end af everythi~~ 
There you can get off at your leisure, have a red cap 
take your bd.g and I will be at the gate. We will then t 
take theK train back to R1verdale 1 checking your trunk b 
back. Buy to New York then over the New York Central. 

If on the other hand the change to the Pennsyl ­
vania in Ghicago is easier than to the Central by 
all means do that for it makes no difference in N.Y. 
at all. I amm glad you are going to stop over to see R 
Ray in St. Paul. Does that mean a visit to Hudson? 
You must go if only to shed a tear at Galahad and you 
~would like to see the Andersons at Bayport.Find out 
if you can what has happened to William Webeter. 

Ruth will be bothered by your departure but 
no doubt it will be good for her to be alone ~or a 
while and the gtrls can take much responsibility now. 
In some Wd.ys it will be nice to be back home and 
in in others I do not welcome it. The commuting the 
plunge in to the struggle for practice and the effort 
to do all of th~ things taat lie open knowing that 
all can not be done. In a recent letter Dr. Whipple 
agrees that I had better confine my work to the 
P.H. and more or less give up the Institute. 

The Oligo. article is finished and one copy 
is submitted to Braimnd the the other sent to Hortega 
for publication in Fr~nch. I am tr~ing to get off to 
him a summary of the literature od Neuroglia as well 
as I have been able to run it down. He will then write 
up and s.tudy the sections I made of rabbit brain 
wounds and we will publish it together. 



' ' 



2. 

I have been reading the Life Of Cajal to get 
materialfor the Madrid report which might be padded int 
o something interesting if I could only catch sight 
of the growth of t he whole school in its setting of 
Spanish lige and culture and inertia. It is after 
all largely ~represented by his struggles anu life. 
His father gave him up twice and once had him learn the 
trade of a barber w~Jle the other time he was appren­
t)ced to a shoemak~~~· boy did not like latin and 
theywould not let hlm study painting which was his 
eaily obsession. The result was that every teacher 
branded him as lazy and dull and with mot a few hw had 
much trouble. In things that finally interested him 
he worked with a frenzy that astonished everyone. 

A We shall se ypu soon and what wonderful visits we 
shll all have! 

1\ 
with love 

W. G.Penfield. 
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