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CHAPTER XXII

RECENT PROGRESS AND CONDITION OF MUSEUMS

By Lavrence Vain COLEMAN

Director, The American Association of Museums

CoNTENTS.—L. Statistics of public musenms: Fields; income; contrel; distribution by size of community;
geographic distribution; buildings. II. Statistics of university, college, and school museums: Fields;
buildings, 1IL. The number of museums. IV. Comparison of State and regional development,
V. Trenids in museum work: Outdoor museums; branch museums; museums in small communities;
progress in exhibition; museum instruction; public relations; national and international work.

The years 1929 and 1930 were years of active growth among mu-
seums. New institutions were founded. New buildings were erected
and many existing ones were enlarged. Educational work was ex-
tended and improved. Theranks of the profession were strengthened.
Museum work was accorded greater recognition and gained signally in
value and effectiveness.

These past two years were the end of a decade, and there is occasion
in reviewing them to compare recent developments with those of the
longer period. = This can be done readily since the present report is
prepared concurrently with the finishing of a comprehensive survey.
During the past year the American Association of Museums has been
taking stock of the museum resources of the country!® and has ex-
tended this inquiry somewhat into the past; in consequence a body of
statistical information is available, and quite full presentation of it
isin order since at present there is no report to which one ean turn for
even the most fragmentary data on museum conditions and trends.

Museums are grouped here into two main classes: (1) Public
museums, and (2) university, college, and school museums. Public
museums—existing under a variety of controls and supports—direct
their attention to the people at large. Their distribution is related
to population, and their character tends to be determined by the
nature of their communities. University, college, and school mu-
seums—controlled and supported by their parent institutions—exist
for the instruction of particular student bodies. Their distribution is
affected by a tendency among colleges and universities to avoid large
population centers, and their features are shaped chiefly by teaching
needs.

! A **Handbook of American Museums," containing a condensed but comprehensive aceount of each of
approximately 1,400 American museums, will be published by the American Association of Museums
early in 1932and will be available from their headquartersat the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C.

1
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There are exceptions to this classification as, for example, college
museums that serve the public; but they are few. More significant
is the variety of forms assembled within each group. Among public
museums there are some in every stage of development, from the
merest beginnings in rooms to large establishments with buildings
and extensive educational and technical activities. There are mu-
seums which are exhibits and nothing more, and others which are
almost disembodied services using borrowed temporary displays.
Historical houses, themselves exhibits, are the homes of many passive
museums; other shrines of this kind hold active organizations. In
parks—national parks in particular—there are outdoor museums.
These are instances of the diversity among publicmuseums; university,
college, and school museums are equally many in kind. Such con-
ditions require that information as to the number of institutions be
supplemented by data measuring size, or be qualified in some other
way by figures or discussion.

If, at any point in the following account, undue importance seems
to be attached to very small new institutions, it should be remembered
that most museums start in a modest way. A short time may remove
the disparity in size between, let us say, the Greater Saint Louis
Museum of Natural History which has no quarters and scarcely any
income at the present time, and the Rodin Museum which has sprung
into life full fledged, with a building and substantial revenues.

I. STATISTICS OF PUBLIC MUSEUMS

During the biennium 52 public museums were founded. This
represents a rate of one new museum every fortnight—which is
slightly higher than the average rate for the past 10 years, or one
museum every 16 days. The newly established institutions, with
their localities and dates of origin, are as follows:

TaBLE 1.—Public museums established in 1929 and 1930

Alabama:
Anmiston £ i Regar Memorial Museum of Natural History (1930).
Montgomery_______ Alabama Society of Fine Arts (1930).
Arizona:
Phooriz. - Luse . cacsl The Heard Museum (1929).
Arkansas:
Hplepa - oo oo i Philips County Museum (1929), Helena Public
Library.
Conneecticut:
Milford. . silaili Ug Milford Historieal Society (1930).
New London...._.. The Lyman Allyn Museum (1930).
Westbrook. - —...... Bushnell House (1929), Society of Descendants of

Westbrook Settlers,
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TaBLe 1.—Public museums established in 1929 and 1930—Continued

[linois:

Chiclgo: Liwr _soin. Adler Planetarium and Astronomical Museum (1930).
Evanstonc-. .- Evanston Art Center (1929), Ewvanston Fublie
Library.

Indiana:
Greensburg.________ Decatur County Historical Society (1929).
METian = o by Pl s Octogenarian Museum, Grant County Historieal
Society (1929).
Kentucky:

Covington______o10 The Baker-Hunt Foundation Museum (1930).

Lexington______ ---- General John Hunt Morgan’s Home (1930).
Louisiana:
Alexandrial .. ... Alexandria City Museum (1930).
New Orleans_ _____. Exhibit of Natural Resources of the State of Louisiana
(1930).
Maryland:
Hagerstown_ _______ Washington County Museum of Fine Arts (1929).

Massachusetts:
Center_ ... -~- Samuel Stetson House (1930), Society for the Pres-

ervation of New England Antiquities,

Dalton..._..__.:.. Old Stone Mill (1930), Crane & Company.

Holyoke___.__._____ Belle Skinner Collection of Old Musical Instruments
(1930).

Ipswieh .. _ ... --- Emerson-Howard House (1930). Society for the Pres-
ervation of New England Antiquities.

LeT0x - e b s .-~ Museum, The Pleagant Valley Bird and Wild Flower
Sanctuary Association of Berkshire County (1930).

Medfordasl fae I Peter Tufts House (1930), Society for the Preserva-
tion of New England Antiquities,

Newbury -~~~ Tristram Coffin, jr., House (1929), Society for the
Preservation of New England Antiquities.

Yarmouthport._____ Col. John Thacher House (1929), Society for the
Preservation of New England Antiquities.

Michigan:
Dearborn. ... . The Edison Institute of Technology (1929).
Greenfield Village (1929), The Edison Institute of

Technology.

Marquette__ _______ Touis G. Kaufmsn Collection (1929).

Minnesota:
Minneapolis. ______ Ameriean Institute of Swedish Arts, Literature, and

Scie ce (1929).
Missouri:

5P TR Bt e The Greater 8t. Louis Museum of Natural History
(1930).
Montana:
Belton_...___.__.|_. Museum (1929), Glacier National Park.
New Jersey:
Atlantic City_____ -- Aftlantic City Art Association (1929).
New Brunswick_____ Joyce Kilmer Memorial Shrine (1930), Joyee Kilmer

Post, American Legion.
New Mexieo:
Coolidge.. . . ______._ Wayside Museum (1929).
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TapLe 1.—Public museums established in 1929 and 1930—Continued

New York:
New York City-_._- Moneys of the World Collection (1929), The Chase
National Bank.
Museum of Modern Art (1929).
New York Police Museum (1930).
Plattsbarg Loz ~ Kent-Delord House, Kent-Delord Corporation (1930).

White Plains._ ... Nature Lore Workshop (1930), Westchester County
Recreation Commission.

Pennsylvania:
Doylestown___._.._ Mercer Fonthill Museum (1930). z
Philadelphia___.____ Rodin Museum (1929), Pennsylvania Museum of
Art.

Rhode Island:

Newport .- ul_ Ll Wanton-Lyman-Hazard  House (1930), Newport
Historical Society.
Museum of Primitive Cultures (1930).

Peace Dale.______-_
Providenee. ... ... Stephen Hopkins House (1929), Colonial Dames of

America.

South Carolina:
Ross Memorial Museum (1929).

Charleston. ... ___
Columbia_ ____ ___ Wilson’s Home (1930), South Carolina Historieal
Commission.
Tennessee:
Memphis_ . -Z_ .- Museum of Natural History and Industrial’ Arts
(1929).
Utah:
Fillmore. . - ... State House Museum (1930).
Virginia:
Charlottesville - ___ Ash Lawn (1930).
Danville. .. ... ... Danville Art Club (1929).

Boyhood Homestead of George Washington (1930),

Fredericksburg .- ._ .
George Washington Foundation.

West Virginia:

Wheeling_ __ - ===~ Oglebay Park Museums (1930).
Wyoming:
Yellowstone____ __._ Trailside Museums (1929), Yellowstone National Park.

This roll seems not to give an adequate picture of what has taken
place, since one misses the names of several important institutions
that recently have come into prominence for the first time. Some
of these have just completed notable buildings, and others have
undertaken spectacular programs of one kind or another. However,
progress among existing establishments will be treated in its place.
Suffice it here to note a few instances of newly known museums which
are in fact more than two years old, namely, the Nelson Gallery of
Art and the Atkins Museum of Fine Arts at Kansas City, the Ringling
Museum of Art at Sarasota, Fla., the Laboratory of Anthropology
at Santa Fe, the Museum of the City of New York, the Museum of
Science and Industry of Chicago, and the Franklin Institute at

Philadelphia.
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The 52 museums which were founded in 1929 and 1930 are enough
in number to justify examining them somewhat for the character of
recent developments.

FIELDS OF PUBLIC MUSEUMS

Museums are classed by their subject matter, or field, as pertaining
to art, science (natural history), history, or industry (including com-
merce). There are also general museums devoted to more than one
field.

The new museums of the biennium represent all of these classes ss
shown in Table 2.

TaBLE 2.—Public museums founded in the biennium 1929 and 1930, grouped by field

| Approxi- | .5 - |
| Number mIr:ItIeI:'n:- \um_:n&;r! Aferegata
Field of museum of muse- |gregateof __"f'iluyl._. | cost of build-
nms | 1930 in- Ingscom- | ings com-
comes: | Pleted ! pleted !
1 2 3 1
Nt 25 e ELERE S LR N T o S e W ] 7 12 S;a.ﬁ,w||
2l T T AN . L X 12 75, 000
Higtory i iiia o Let] i w T e i | i 24 | 25,000
Industry 2 (%)

Choeralailn. sanitensiiung B 2 .-.,'ucuu|___

! These figures are for the buildings of museums founded fn the biennium, and not for all buildings com-

pleted during the period,

* This amount is small without the income of the Edison Tnstitute of Technology, Henry Ford’s industrial
museum at Dearborn, Mich., for which figures are not available.

? Building of the Edison Institute of Technology.

Art shows the most active growth. Science has gained an equal
number of new museums, albeit weaker ones on the whole. History
holds the record for new establishments, which, however, are of
exceedingly modest proportions. Industry has made a huge advance
through one of its two new museums.

Figures for the decade, to compare with those for the closing two
years, are given in Table 3.

TaBLE 3.—Public museums founded in the decade 1921-1930, grouped by field

Approxi- | N
I or | Aggregate

! Number | mate ag- | Number | A :

Field of museum of muse- |gregate of f;rkt'lf:f;[il “;;;‘.:fp},ﬁ;:“
ums 1980 in- | P 2 5
Somes pleted 1 pleted 1
1 2 & o 5

A s T e, : 60 | $845, 000 13 | * §16, B6O, 000
Science. 7 441 184, 000 18 1, 290, 000
History __. 111 | 175,000 5 1.2, 100, 000
Industry. . Aoy 10 | 342 000 2 5,320, 000
General .. .. .. e oty e a e I 11 58, 000 1 8, 000

I"Thése figures are for the buildings of museums founded in the decade, and not forall buildings completed
durInF the period.

! This includes the I'Ililu(ichiJln Museum of Art (new building of the Pennsylvania Museum of Art
Wwhich cost $13,850,000), This began as a Separate enterprise of the city and therefore is counted here as a
new museum of the decade, though it soon eame under the administration of the older institution.

! This includes the building of the Museum of the City of New York which cost $1,500,000,
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The lead of art during the decade would be less impressive without
the help of the exceptional item explained in note 2, and history would
have its aforementioned status if the item of note 3 were omitted.
Hence the stories told by the two tables are essentially the same, and
they are of especial interest because they dispel the common misappre-
hensions that the fields of art and science have nearly coordinate
museum developments, and that history has searcely anything to
show in a museum way. There is here also a record of the advent
of industrial museums, which have long been prospective in this
country. A feature which does not appear from the tables is that
science reckons its growth partly in terms of outdoor museums of a
new type called trailsides. For the biennium, the Wayside Museum
at Coolidge, N. Mex., the new museum in Glacier National Park, and
the system of museums in the Yellowstone are the cases in point.,
There were 13 of such museums founded in the decade; before that
only 2 were in existence.

Table 4 takes account of all museums on record in 1930 and gives
a general view of present relationships between the several fields.
The reader may seize upon this first opportunity to discover how
many public museums there are. The number is 781—obtained by
totaling the second column—but without qualifications which we
are not yet prepared to make, this count is misleading. At present
we are concerned with relative conditions in the several fields.

TapLE 4.—Public museums existing n 1930, grouped by field

| | Approxi- !
Number | mate | Number Cost aof

Field of museum | "ot | aggregate |of build- | . P B,
lmusenms, of 1930 | " ings !t | Ty

i | incomes

167 | 7,394, 000

Bolenion. - . e e s 125 | 4, 706, 000 |
History 415 | 919,000 |
R T Y RS TR o4 | 632000 |

e S 50| 2,580,000

Heperal. .= . -

With these are included musenm addi-
it of the addition alone.  Fur-
s given here are earried from

I Only buildings designed for musenm purposes are considered.
tions to buildings of other kinds—the cost, inany such case, being taken a
ther information about buildings is presented in & subsequent section; the
Table17.

Art is not only the field of most rapid growth; it is also—as appears
from the table—the leading field on the basis of aggregate income,
total capital investment, and number of buildings. The position of
science is defined at the same time as clearly secondary in these re-
spects. History still gives a good account of itself when all things are
considered—showing & very large number of museums and much more
of a capital investment than might have been anticipated. Industry
shows a development during all the years prior to 1921 that is no
greater than what has been gained in the decade since; there are few




PROGRESS AND CONDITION OF MUSEUMS 7

institutions in this field, but most of them are very strong. General
museums show so conspicuously in the last table that attention is
called to their small part in the two preceding ones. Evidently the
trend is distinetly away from museums embracing more than one
field—and this is an important indication to those who have counted
upon multiplication of general museums for solution of certain finan-
cial problems.
INCOME OF PUBLIC MUSEUMS

Public museums are classed, with relation to their revenues, as
principally supported by income on endowment, gifts and dues,?
appropriations from city, State, or Nation, or allotments by a library
or business firm. There are also private museums open to the public.

The new museums of the biennium represent all of these classes in
the numbers shown in Table 5. An indication of the size of the same
institutions is given in Table 6.

TaABLE 5.—Public museums founded in the biennium 1928 and 1930, grouped by
principal source of income

Number of museums by field

Principal source of income — — —_— =

Art Beience History |Industry [ CGieneral | Total
= _ — —1 | = Ty [

1 | 2 3 ‘ 4 | 5 6 3
Endawment. - Lt et ————aea- 4 r 3 9
Gifts dnes. .o et = =4 | 3 1 11 1 & 16
Oty - . e oa | 2 2 1 9 7
County. e = AL D | 1 1 1 £: O et 3
State.. : : = i 2 | B B 5
Nation | ] wie | % 2
Library . _. I 1 - | 1| - 2
Firm —eme J---- e M 1 2
Private__. = e | 1 v | 31 0
| | |

1 A new museum of art at Hagerstown, Md., is supported equally by city and county. It is credited here
to county support in order to emphasize the less usual source of income.

TasLe 6.—Aggregates of rum; z'nq.n-.:m-.‘a in 1930 of public museums Jounded in the
biennium 1929 and 1930

Approximate aggregates of total incomes by field

Principal source of income

Art Seience | History | Industry | General Total
1 2 3 Y| s 6 7
S T ey e = =l
Endowment - 245, 000 3, 000 £5, 000 b e
Gifts, dues. ... “den 117, 000 500 s (=)
Ry 11, 000 3, 500 5, D00 d $5, 000
LT | S 10, 000 5, 000 500 s
. - 60, 000 2, 000
2= 8 i TR i 76501 1R PR she=
e T e 500
s T e e 5, D00
1, 000 1,500 | 500 'I

e Figures not available.

*In the past it was true that principal support by dues almost certainly implied control by a society,
and therefore some students recognized a class of **society musenms® when grouping museums by income.
This is no longer satisfactory since many museumns without a society form of organization derive their chief
support from gifts and dues of members,

100008 °—32 2
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One observes first from these tables that gifts and dues play the
leading role. This is due to growth in the ranks of art associations
and historical societies—a matter of peculiar interest in the light of
the common statement that historical societies are things of the past.
Endowment and city support come next—excepting State support
of which we shall speak presently. Tracing the distribution of sup-
port from these sources, one notes a marked gravitation toward art.

County support deserves a word by itself because this source has
been under scrutiny for some years by those who believe that it holds
large possibilities of development. The figures are not reassuring.

The State and the Nation distribute their appropriations curiously
among the new museums of the biennium. There is a total neglect
of art—which is contrary to the disposition of every other important
source of support. Science has almost a menopoly. Inquiry into
individual cases shows that State support is largely directed toward
State museums which deal with science because of the interest of the
State in mineral, plant, and animal resources. It also shows that
national support is given entirely to outdoor museums.

Tables 7 and 8 give comparable data for museums established in
the decade.

TaBLe 7.—Public museums founded in the decade 19211 930, grouped by principal
] ‘ grouped by P
source of income

Number of museums by field

Principal source of income -_—
Art Science | History I-Infius-']'j' General | Total
1 2 3 4 5 G 9

ESS i i T ko b s = -
Endowment_ _________ il . 13 4| 6| L W e i | 25
Gl anas — oo e et b2 11 60 fi 4 104
{51 1  pal s oo e T o) s 16 6 h 1rE fi 33
Connty " RS = ad 1 1 it St 11
State i o SRR LT e 1 Bl A T 14
Nation_. 11 2 13
I e 4 3 b2 1 15
Firm B, s sTsbaaes 1 2 3
37y by T VRS R e '[ 3 { 11 18

TasLe 8—Aggregales of tolal incomes in 1930 of public museums founded in the
decade 1921-1930

Approximate aggregates of total incomes by field

Principal source of income ——r = T
Art Seience | History |Industry | General | Total
1 -] 3 4 5 i 7

Endowment......____..._._____ - em=nma=r| $100, 000 38,000 | $72,000 | $65, 000
S I s e 1) A -] 190,000 | 57,000 | 60,000 |11 $16, 000
3, 1 e ST SR e S S S tnaa 520,000 | 20,000 5,000 |- 34, 000
f.lulml_v. ......... e s s T o 10, 000 &, 000 9,000 |- d et -
L e R S s aaliao ict o 170,000 |1 - 12:000 | |oeseat e
Nation. e AR B e A s i B 20, 000 4, 000 |- )
Ly T AT T[S i 5, 000 2, 000 4,000 |.. | 8000
g ot BE T N MR e s (1 T 5, 000 2,000
Frivater=y v in: THERIT e eemsad| 120,000 2, 000 4,000 2o eanin-- Y i 26, 000

I Complete figures not available.
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Here again are observable the same preeminence of gifts and dues,
and the same importance of endowment and city support—with the
tendency of all three to favor art. The proportion of city support is
higher than in the table for the biennium, but this should not be sur-
prising since city appropriations commonly follow several years of
public service supported in other ways. Therefore there would be
more chance for it to appear in 10 years than in 2.

Tables 9 and 10 give comparable information concerning all
museums that were on record in 1930.

TasLe 9—Public museums existing in 1930, grouped by principal source of income

Number of museums by field

Principal source of income - . & ELide

Art Science | History |Industry| General | Total
1 2 3 4 3 6 7

Endowment. .. 45 20 42 3 5 115
(iifts, dues 58 - 24 7 8 320
a2 19 19 1 22 w3
1 3 o ] O 1 27
2 17 54 2 7 82
1 15 (] 1 1 24
<= 22 13 -1 1 5 68
> gt | = 1 |- BT A 10
Private. 6 15 0 e “ese 1 42

TasLe 10.—Aggregales of total incomes in 1930 of public museums exisling in 1980

Approximate aggregates of total incomes by field
Principal source of income :
Art Science History |Industry| General Total
1 - 3 4 5 6 7

Endowment. . -meeeeemeaseaanta $4, 118,000 | 33, 258,000 | $434,000 | $200, 000 $27,000 | 8 087,000
Gifts, dues._._- FENPREN O L 511, 000 390,000 | 251,000 {1 185, 000 43, 000 1. 380, 000
City...--- it 2, 651, 000 834,000 | 40,000 | 150,000 | 1,158,000 | 4,833, 000
County.cvs-anaisaaa - 10, 000 54, 000 18,000 |..._. 280, 000 362, 000
Btate. .. .o eeemeaee 27, 000 185,000 | 136, 000 50, 000 280, 000 687, 000
L LT I § S, 35, 000 59, 000 7,000 500 748, 000 £49, 500
P 14) 2 SRR 15, 000 6, 000 14, 000 500 14, 000 49, 500
g ¢ T g T o i s b T o T Tt < B, 000 46, 000 19, 000 70, 000
iy ) - ANt St (e S s peat 27, 000 10, 000 T8, HOFq e 12, 000 2, 500

1 Complete figures not available.

In these two tables dealing with a preponderance of old establish-
ments, it is striking that gifts and dues—although supporting the
largest number of museums—fail to hold the first place which has
been noted in the financial tables for recently established institutions.
The lead of endowment over city support is to be expected because of
the tendency of endowment to gather around the later years of an
institution’s life. These three principal sources do not show quite
the leaning toward art that has been observed as characteristic of the
decade; but this, too, would be anticipated since science has not had
the same growth as art of late.
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The other features which we have been tracing do not appear clearly
in the present tables and are evidently characteristic of recent years.
The observations from these six tables should be of some value to
founders of new museums who are inquiring into the possibilities of
different sources for the support of their undertakings. Further,
they are of interest as records of steps in the evolution of museums.

CONTROL OF PUBLIC MUSEUMS

The control of museums can not be inferred in many cases from
the nature of support. This appears from the fact, for example, that
city appropriations are given to museums cnntroll(‘d by the city
and also to independent establishments.

Of the biennium’s new public museums 31 are controlled by non-
political boards of trustees while 9 are controlled by city, county, or
State authorities. Comparable figures for the decade are 154 and 33,
respectively. This leaves out of consideration museums thatare under
libraries, business firms, and individual owners, as well as museums
of the Nation most of which are located in national parks.

The typical plan of museum administration in this country has
always been that of control by an independent board—either self-
perpetuating or elected by the members of a society. This plan has
led over all others together by only about three times in the biennium,
whereas it led by nearly five times in the decade. It may be that
the indicated disparity between the decade and the biennium dis-
closes a drift toward governmental control, which is the dominant
system in every other country of the world.

DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC MUSEUMS BY SIZE OF COMMUNITY

The question of where museums are found and where new ones are
appearing is one of interest because it gives a measure of the progress
being made toward the ideal of museum service for all the people.
Museum facilities have been developed most extensively in large
cities, and there has been some discussion as to whether they can be
extended to small communities—and if not, as to where the threshold
lies in the scale of population.

Table 11 throws some light on this.

Leaving museums in national parks out of consideration, we see
that 40 out of the 50 new museums, or 80 per cent, are in communities
with fewer than 100,000 inhabitants. One naturally asks what these
new small-community museums are, and whether their appearance
in such numbers was characteristic of earlier years. The second
question is quickly answered by anticipating the next two tables.
During the decade there were 156 out of 223 new museums, or 70
per cent, so located. Among all museums existing in 1930 there
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were 467 out of 766, or 61 per cent, so located. The rate of increase
is 20 museums a year in small places during the biennium against
14.5 a year for preceding years of the decade. Plainly the develop-
ment, though not new, is gathering momentum.

TasLe 11.—Public museums founded in the biennium 1929 and 1930, grouped by
size of their communities

Museums by income groups

Total
Population of community 1 number
Less than| $1,000- | $25,000~ | $100,000- |  of

$1,000 | $24,990 | $09,999 | or more |TUSEUmS

(National parks) .- cccoeceemouaos
Fewer than 5,000, __
5,000 to 25,000 ... -
25,000.£0- 100,000 - - - - oo e
100,000 to 280,000 . - - - oo S bl L e
250,000 to 500,000 .. - cerw Il WESY SRR S
500,000 to 1,000,000 .. WARARE) ' A Ll o
More That 1,000,000k o cana et S SR ST S 1 2

-
2o 83
il DRSO LS

i

I-.._ -
1I1

The nature of the new small-community museums is best shown
by examples. The two largest are the Edison Institute of Technology
at Dearborn and the Lyman Allyn Museum at New London, Conn,
The first of these, at least, must be credited to very special circum-
stances. ~Among the new institutions of intermediate size there are
art museums at Montgomery, Ala.; Phoenix, Ariz.; Doylestown, Pa.;
and Hagerstown, Md.; and science museums at Covington, Ky.;
White Plains, N. Y.; Anniston, Ala.; and Wheeling, W. Va. There
is also an industrial museum at Dalton, Mass. These are all active
museums, having incomes sufficient to provide something substan-
tial in the way of educational programs. In addition to these 11,
there are 12 historical houses, 7 museums of historical societies or art
associations, and 2 attached to libraries. Among the remaining 8
museums there are several very worthy little ones. This indieates
that the ranks of new establishments in small places include active
public museums with no more than the usual admixture of historieal
houses and passive or negligible units.

Omitting the two largest museums as not representative, there are
38 that invite some further study. They are indicated by the bold-
faced type in Table 11. The different subjects are represented among
them as follows: History 21, art 8, science 6, industry 1, and general 2.
Of the entire 38, there are 24 controlled by boards of trustees and
chiefly supported in a majority of cases by gifts and dues, with endow-
ment as the second most frequent source of revenue. This may be
taken as the characteristic set-up under these conditions.

Evidently the day of museums in small communities has arrived.
There need be no concern over ultimate dearth of museum service
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in this quarter. Efforts at promotion may now profitably seek to
increase the effectiveness of these small institutions in order that
they may render the best type of service and be able to extend their
usefulness to the rural population. Development of sentiment for
town and county support would abet this.

If there is any skepticism over these conclusions one may observe
further in Table 12, which shows the location of new museums of
the decade.

TapLe 12.—Public museums founded in the decade 1921-1980, grouped by size of
their communilies

Musenms by income groups | ¥

Total

Population of community 1 !.I%mhvr

Less than| $1,000- | $25,000- | $100,000 | 9F MU

$1,000 | $24,999 | $99,099 | or mare | SeW™S

|
1 2 3 4 5 6
— _— T { _—
|

(Nationalparks) o e - 8 | | et A 13
Fewer than 5,000- .. e 7 | 1 i e - : 58
5,000 to 25,000 __ s e s 32 | | 45
25,000 to 100,000.. - ... e A e s 23 26 2 | 1| 52
100,000 to 250,000.. . .- . S e 7 18 ] bkt 21
T PR T R ot SR g et S, o 3 | S Ly ) BT PR 16
T it 85 1 e e oy et oo S s 8 ) b 7
Moxe than 1,000,000 5. - caee i e limaioaril i T 12 2 : s 24

Table 12 shows that communities with fewer than 100,000 inhabi-
tants have gained 156 museums in the decade while larger cities
have gained only 67. Here again we disregard national parks. Most
of the new museums in the smaller communities are themselves
relatively small, although 3 have incomes of more than $25,000 a
year. Among the others, 61 have incomes of more than $1,000, and
92 have less than $1,000 annually. There is fully as large a proportion
of well-rounded and active institutions as that for the bienmium.

The decade’s new small museums in small communities—represent-
ed by bold-face type in Table 12—show other features like those
observed for the biennium. Subjects are represented as follows:
History 95, art 30, science 19, industry 2, and general 7. The pro-
portions are about the same as before. Of the total of 153, there are
105 controlled by boards of trustees and chiefly supported in a good
majority of cases by gifts and dues, with endowment the second
source in order of importance. It is interesting that city and town
appropriations play so small a part; city support is an important
item to museums in larger cities.

The table invites another inquiry—one which was not made with
reference to the biennium because so few museums would have been
involved. This is to see how the pattern of new museums in places
with more than 100,000 inhabitants differs from the pattern that we
have seen for smaller places. The institutions now to be considered
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are represented by italics in Table 12.  They spread somewhat evenly
over all income groups; naturally there would be many prosperous
museums among them. Subjects are as follows: Art 29, history 16,
science 10, industry 7, and general 5. This is a different picture from
the one for small communities; art holds first place with twice the
share it had before, while history comes second with hardly more than
a third of its previous allotment; science is in the usual position;
industry makes a much better showing than in small places. These
peculiarities might be predicted for larger centers of wealth and indus-
try, where there are so many large museums. The administrative
set-up is no different; boards of trustees control 45 of the 67 museums,
which is almost the same percentage as in small places. The financial
picture differs in that city support assumes a large réle—almost
equaling endowment in the total sum yielded; however, endowment
and city support together do not produce the total of funds derived
from gifts and dues.

Finally, a word as to all museums on record in 1930 is in order.
Table 13 gives the data.

TaBLE 13.—Public museums existing in 1930 grouped by size of their communities

T ——
| Museums by income groups ]
Tota
Popnlation of community —| number
Less than| $1,000- | $25,000- | $100,000 | ©f mu-
$1,000. | $24.000 | $00.900 | or more | SEWMS

(National and State parks)

105 | SN ] T | 154

Fewer than 5,000........... - 5 A S i LTS

5)000:£0:25,000. - -~ &~ n ek eene e aaa = < . 107 45 1 S il 153
25,000 to 100,000. . e DT - 78 78 3 1 160
100,000 to 250,000- .2 - —-rimmrmcmeaanae 31 58 g 2 08
250,000 to 500,000 - - - .. L A3 1 2 16 43 12 5 76
500,000 to 1,000,000 11 17 10 8 46
More than 1,000,000. ..« cco - LSO S | 2 | 30 11 15 ] '}

These figures and supplementary information of the kind reported
above show what one would expect, namely, & majority of museums
in small places; history leading in these small places; art leading in
large places; a preponderance of board control and support by gifts
and dues, supplemented by endowment and—in large places—also by
substantial city moneys. The one new feature here is a large réle for
endowment in cities of more than 100,000 population where the older
and larger museums make a showing with their la rge permanent funds.
The figures are: Income on endowment $5,250,000; gifts and dues,
$2,500,000; and city appropriations $2,750,000 as the approximate
shares in the aggregate income of nearly $14,000,000 received by 299
museums.

Of the 93 cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants 87 have one or
more public museums, whereas only about 20 per cent of the 1,740
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communities with from 5,000 to 100,000 inhabitants have any museum
at all, and only about 1 per cent of the nearly 15,000 still smaller
places have any. It is evident that growth below the 100,000 popu-
lation mark, where museum-making is now going on most actively,
has much ground to cover.

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC MUSEUMS

Some parts of the country are acquiring new museums more rapidly
than others. To get an idea of the geography of growth and of the
distribution of existing musewms is the next step, but we shall not be
thus prepared to make comparison between areas except in terms of
how many museums they have. Comparison in terms of full museum
resources—in the absolute and in relation te population—must be
deferred until other data have been marshaled.

Table 14 shows where the new museums of the biennium and of
the decade are located.

TasLe 14.—Geographic disiribution of public museums founded in the biennium
1929 and 1930 and in the decade 1921-1930

Number of museums by income groups

1
T In the biennium | In the decade
Division and Btate

|
Less $1, 000 | $25,000 | $100,000 Less $1,000 | 525,000 | $100,000
$1 tifJ(l to to or ql‘ l;UU to to or
* $24,900 | $00,990 | more | £24 000 | $99,000 | more

1 z 3 4 o5 6 i 8 9

NEW ENGLAND: |
Malnn. . oot -
New Hampshire R
Massachusetts. . - ccoomamaeeae
Rhode Island. . —o_-
Oonneetiont. _coid . o aaole.

MIDDLE ATLANTIC:
o)l ) SRS ST e
New Jersey .
Pennsylva

East NortH CENTRAL:
Ohio.... =B e
1T b T S A
Illinois_ . e
Michigan. .........
Wiseonsin_._._.

WEesST NORTH CENTRAL:
Minnesota. .
Iowa. s -4
Missouri LI, Ll s dnala] T BEEEE | S % 2
Nebraska. . . 3 : - e
T R AT I TISUNIRy = se=r 2 | ST EE 1

Sou

West Virginia__.__
North Carolina
South Carolina._____
Georgia. ... . o
b7 S T S T T

B e et e e i 1D 1
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Taere 14 —Geographic distribuli
15289 and 1930 and in 1

lic. museums _,l"-.l-.,'rrf-.." an the biennium
B2 1-1930—Continued

Division and State

I £1 225,000 | $100, 000 q $1,000 | £25.000 | £100.000
MRS it W
% %1 L or
$L,000 | s04 000 | 509,000 [ #1000 1504 000 | 00,990 | more
|
1 | 2 3 1 5 6 - =1 0
|
|
1 | |
. 1
e B | 2
| @
=z | e
1AL | | | |
1 1
: 2 <
]
1
AY e » 1
NIOUNTAIN |
Mor . .. - - 2
Wyoming i : EEATYES 1 [ e i 2
Colorado
JoW exic T I - 2
} 1
[ |
Pa ; i
3
b f

New York leads in numerical growth. Michigan has prominence
almost entirely through the activities of Henry Ford. Illinois makes
a fair showing, and so does Pennsylvania, but neither State has dis-
tinguished itself during the last two years. Counnecticut deserves a
word—and also California, for its record in the decade.

Massachusetts and Indiana are conspicuous for their numbers of
small museums founded during the decade. Indiana has a State
law authorizing counties to support historical societies by appropriat-
ing toward salaries and by furnishing quarters or maintenance funds.
This has been effective in promoting the establishment of small
museums as well as in furthering the affairs of existing ones. In
Massachusetts quite a different influence is at work. Interest in
history runs high and is expressed partly by the preservation of
historical houses for opening to the public as small historical museums.
One important agency so engaged is the Society for the Preservation
of New England Antiquities, with headquarters in Boston, which is
responsible for a score of little branches of this sort.

Among the States which have not made any progress at all during
the last two years there are several which one would expect to find
on the active list. California, Wisconsin, Ohio, and the Distriet of
Columbia have strong museum developments and it is hard’ to see
why they have not advanced recently. However, each of them made

100008 —32
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progress in the decade. States omitted from the list because they
have nothing to show are: Vermont (New England); North Dakota
and South Dakota (West North Central); Delaware (South Atlantic);
Idaho and Nevada (Mountain); and Oregon (Pacific).

TasLe 15.—Geographic distribution of museums existing in 1950

| Number of museums by income groups

Division and State 23
Less than| $1,000 to
$1,000 | $24,000

\ltunufr

} nj 3 1
Vermont 3 E
Massachusetis. ¥ 58 2 2
Rhode Island. : 9 5 1 _
~ 22 1 1 1
: r 8
B 1 1
Pennsylvanis | 19 2 6
EAst Norra CEN
Ohio. .. 6 ) 3 4
Indiana 34 12 1
Minois 13 | 7 2 3
'\1:|r higan. - 8 | 7 2 2
seonsin. - 7| 5 1 1
\\HT NORTH CENTR |
Minnesota . R g 5 1 .
Iowa.. e 2 6 4 =
Missouri. .- cooo.c 6 | 7 2
North Dakota._ . 1
Sonth Dakota.. ... 1
Nebraska. - 2 3
Kansas 2 3
SOUTH ATLAN
Delaware 1 N S
Maryland......_. 2 4 1
Distriet of Columbia. 2 b 4 2
Virginia_ . ] 14 |-
West Virgin | 1 .
North Carolina 6| 3|
South Carolina.... 4 | 3
Georgls. oo 2 3
Florida_ 4 3
EAsT SouTn CENTRAL:
Kentueky... oo | a 34
'I't-ln]n-."\wv. . | 3 5
Alabama. . 3 1|
‘\]Jk“l::.HIIJIIl_. 1 2
WEST SOUTH CENTEAL: |
Arkansas..__. 3
Louisiana. . ... 2 3 1
Oklahoma. e 1 | i B o
e A R e i | 7 " P
MOUNTAIN: |
Monima . S e ) I L MY
Ideho. ... | 1
P T L 1.1 2
Colorado. . 2 1 2
New Mexico 4 2 1
Arizona. .. i 3 | 4
IMaRE o o 3 i
Paciric: |
Washington.. ... .. - ~ 3 | 4
Lo e R 2 : =it ! XA 2
Celiforniy.. o e 17 14 8 1

The Middle Atlantic division® is the region of greatest growth,
and it is the only division in which every component State has made
some gain during the last two years. The East North Central divi-

* Regional divisions are those of the United States Census.
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sion 18 a close second, and the New England and the South Atlantie
divisions follow in turn. The Pacific division is the only one for which
no new museum was recorded in the biennium, but it ranked quite
high in the decade.

Table 15 shows the distribution of museums existing in 1930.
All States are represented except Nevada. The relation between
developments in the different States is the subject of Part IV.

BUILDING OF PUBLIC MUBEUMS

During the past two years 48 public museum buildings or additions
have been erected. This represents an average rate of one new
structure every 15 days—double the rate for the decade, which is
one every 35 days. Table 16 lists the new buildings of the biennium.

TasLe 16.—Public museum bm‘-!’rffng.‘r and additions compleled in the biennium
1929 and 1930
Alabama:
Anniston_ .- Regar Museum of Natural History (1930) wing of
library.

Arizona:

Phoenig: c.oceias _ The Heard Museum (1929) cost $42,000.
Arkansas:
P T A P S Philips County Museum (1929) cost $12,000.
California:
Laguna Beach_.____ Laguna Beach Art Gallery (1929) cost $20,000,
Los Angeles. ____ _. Los Angeles Museum (1929) addition, cost $1,500.,000.
San Diego.. - -—-- San Diego Historical Society (1929) cost $90,000.
San Franecisco. .- - Jalifornia Academy of Sciences (1930) addition, cost
$150,000. ;

M. H. de Young Memorial Museum (1930) addition,
cost $265,000.

Connecticut:
New Haven . ceceen- New Haven Colony Historical Society (1930) cost
$350,000.
Florida:
Qarnsott. - cowc e ain, o John and Mabel Ringling Museum of Art (1930).
Illinois:
ChiCag0-—eremeem e Adler Planetarium and Astronomical Museum (1930)

cost $600,000,
Art Institute of Chicago (1929) addition, cost $54,000.
Indiana:

NIEN TN s st e Grant County Historical Society (1929) cost $10,000.
Towa:

Davenporte-.---——- Davenport Public Museum (1930) addition, cost

$12,000.

Kentucky:

Gopington. - et o Baker-Hunt Foundation Museum (1930) cost $30,000.
Maine:

Thomaston - ---..-- Knox Museum (1929) cost $5,000.

Maryland:
Baltimore. .. c-—cc-- Baltimore Museum of Art (1929) cost $1,000,000.
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Massachusetis:

Wo
Michigan:

Dearborn: . __

*ester

Grand 1\‘:|]|is§_~;_ s

Missouri:

Kansas City_._..L:

New Hampshire:

Manchester. . _ ___

New Jersey:
Montelair

Trenton.

New Mexico:
Coolidge ___
Santa Fe____

New York:
Buffalo_ ____

Huntington.

New York City____

North Carolina:
Asheville___

Ohio:
Cineinnati
Columbus
Dayton

Oklahoma:

Oklahoma City_ ___

Pennsylvania:
Philadelphia
Reading_ . _ _
Serantor.

Texas:
Houston. .

Wisconsin:

New London___
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r'-"f‘.,'-'}-\' and additions con flJl."'l'.'-' in the bienniun
1929 and 1950—Continued

Concord Anti
Lynn County Historic
John Woodman Higgins Armory (1930} cost $320,000,

1arian Society (1930) cost $65,000.

al Society (1929) cost 325,000

Edison Institute of Technology (1929) cost $5,000,000.

Grand Rapids Art Gallery 1929 i 1
330 000

Kansas  City Art Institute (1930) addi co

505,000,
Currier Gallery of Art (1929) cost %365,000.

Montelair Art Museum (1930) addition, cost $75,000.
New Jersey State Museum (1929) part of State build-
ing, cost $600,000,

Wayside Museum (1929).

I.:l|JrIJ':'1lnl'_‘.' of Anthropology (1930) cost $200,000.

Buffalo Historical Society (1929) addition, cost
$300,000.

Buffalo Museum of Seience (1929) cost $1,969,000.

Vanderbilt Marine Museum (1930) addition.

Metropolitan Museum of Art (1929) two additions,
(1930) addition.

Museum of the City of New York (1930) cost
$1,700,000.

Asheville Art Association (1930) cost $70,000.

Cincinnati Art Museum (1930) addition, cost $527,000.
Ohio State Museum (1929) addition, eost $139,000,
Dayton Art Institute (1930) cost $1,294,000.

Oklahoma Historical Society (1930) part of State
building, cost $125,000.

John Morton Memorial Museam (1929) cost
$300,000.

Rodin Museum (1929) cost $240,000.

Historical :":r1{"‘|r'1l\' of  Berks f_'-n]r;‘l\ (1929)  eost
$93,000.

Everhart Museum of Natural Historv, Seience and
Art (1929) addition, ecost $280,000.

Houston Museum of Natural History (1930) cost
$10,000.

New London Public Museum (1930).




PROGRESS AND CONDITION OF MUSEUMS 19

TasLe 16.—Public museum buildings and addilions compleied in the biennium
1929 and 19830—Continued

Wyoming:
Yellowstone National
PRyt Yellowstone Museums! (1929) cost $50,000, (1930)
cost $50,000.

1 A series of trailside museénms is being created in the Yellowstone and 1 unit was completed in each of the
indicated years. Caosts, as given, represent a division of the approximate total amount expended for con-
struction during the 2 years.

Table 17 shows capital outlay by years for the decade, in relation
to the whole prior investment in museum buildings. Attention is
called to the grand total of $103,181,000. This is America’s invest-
ment in bona fide public museum buildings. It does not include
prices paid for makeshift buildings or costs of remodeled ones. Any
such converted buildings as have been enlarged by addition of a wing
actually designed for museum purposes, are represented in the table
by the cost of the addition.

TasLe 17.—Investment, by years, in public museum buildings in use at the end
of 1930 1

Cost of buildings by field

Year of opening

Art Seience History Industry General Total
|
1 2 3 1 [ 6 v
1
030, - oo omoeememmmnmmm==-| $2, 600,000 | %1, 112,000 | $2, 240, 000 $335,000 | $6, 607, 000
100 2| 9 4397000 | 2020000 | 830,000 ‘ 2515000 | 12 817 0
13, 895, 000 000 22, 000 30, 000 000
5, 710, 000 000 200, GO0 o 8, 000 3
2, 460, 000 72,000 182, 000 |.. -l 2,188, 000
750, 000 |..-. |
2, 688,000 |.... ih 3 15,000 |. 501, 000
1, 125, 000 692, 000 s v

400, 000
; 50, 000 ;

175,000 | 8, 530, 000

Total for decade__..—-..-| 31,842,000 | 12, 640, 000
000

3,480,000 | &

6, 236, 000

Prior to 1921 = 20, 127, 000

3,946,000 | 1,150,000 | 8, 000, 000

103, 181, 000

9,
Grand total. - -ceaeaae- 51, 969,000 | 22, 162,000 | 7,435, 000 ‘ 6, 470, 000 ‘ 15, 145, 000

! This and the next table include some estimates of building costs, and also some approximations of
museum shares in butldings designed only in part for museum purposes., A typical example is that of a
State museum sharing a building equally with a State library and having half the total cost charged up in
the table., There are only a few cases of this except for the buildings of historical societies which offered
some difficulty and had to be treated more or less arbitrarily. Those costing more than £50,000 and devoted
to various society activities are represented by cost figures showing museum share roughly on the basis of
proportionate floor area; those costing less than $50,000 proved to be devoted principally or wholly to
musenn purposes, and were entered at full cost. However, all such special cases together contribute only
a very small element. The table is essentially a record of the full cost of museum buildings,

This record of capital outlay covers 166 buildings, devoted to
subjects as follows: Art 56, science 42, history 44, industry 4, and
general 20. Table 18 shows how the cost is distributed throughout
the country.
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TasLe 18.—TInvestment, by Slates, in public museum buildings in use at the end of

1930 1

Cost of buildings by field Num-

Rt NN ber of

State build-

Art Science History Industry Cleneral Total ings

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 | 8
Algbama ... i £50, 000 1
Arizona____ $8, 000 60, 000 3
Arkansas_ - = 12, 000 1
California_. 3, 430, 000 5, 987, 000 13
Colorado.._____ -W.J 000 |. = e 752, 000 4
Connectieut. .. _.._. 387,000 |- ... Sl 4 637, 000 4
Distriet of Columbia_ 3,815,000 | 6, 790,000 4
Flordda .-~ " ___ ; R s L et LI T 500, 000 1
Illmmw.......... cmmeo| 3,109,000 | 7,710,000 400, 000 | 11,489, 000 8
Indiana.____ ... bEo ) 1 e — - s LR 192, 000 2
1y R TR ) 1 L ety A 12, 000 o 12, 000 1
Eentaoky_ ::_:iouii]al B05 000 IERCCr A5yl S il T 1Y 30, 000 1
Louisiana.____._..... 50, e = 150, 000 1
Matod Sinl il SlRiis iyl 83, 000 LIRS T AN e § 34 ] 120, 000 6
Maryland .. ... ... 15 000,000 foxmmis iiis R LR r o | cemmmna] 1100, 000 2
[

Massachusetts. ... 3, 087, 000 255, 000 508, 000 320, 000 4, 370, 000 21
Michigan....-c.---- 4, 147, 0001 Y- - ccacanneaa el D000, 000 |- 4, 147, 000 4
Minnesota_ L8285, 000 - eaeiin LY 000U sssaimie szl 1, 449, 000 3
Missourl . o .| 1,005,000 |-l sl RN A - i 1, 563, 000 3
New Huuunhlru ______ 365, 000 5, 000 20000 |.c.asis e 390, 000 3
New Jersey....---... 145, 000 |oce ool . ceecausaaeaa| 11,350,000 | 1,495,000 3
New Mexico...oooeo_. 65, 000 205 Sy 11T SR | M e ol 270, 000 3
New York. | 7,415,000 | 9,707,000 B s 336, 000 | 24, 103, 000 27
North Carolina. . it 1 s R (TR v | cull 70, 000 1
Ohfosoooo.iooicioucss]| 4,082 000 35, 000 T 000 L e et .|'.!7 000 &, 718, 000 | 1]
e s Py~ ey 1l e e o e———r 125, 000 1
Oregon-.__.. s L 6 e S el B T (e = + 30, 000 1
Pennsylvania..._.....| 17, 566,000 | 2,603, 000 928, 000 950, 000 22, 943, 000 17
Rhode Island. . 1,100, 000 83, 000 10 000 |- ccocinies s 1, 193, 000 l 3
South Carolina_.____. BO000 Elean i s 80, 000 1
Tennesses. ..ocooneeiz 5 IR e S - 114, 000 1
Texas. . _ 450, 000 10, 000 610, 000 3
i 101111 e P N e £ 100, 000 ] 100, 000 1
Washington._ _ ) MERSSTE - R e s 3, ( 128, 000 3
Wisconsin. .ocoeecne-n M 000 ol sl 1HPU 000 1, 301, 000 5
Wyoming. J.- o2 r - 100, IHJ!} i S | B R T 100, 000 1
Total.._ 7,435,000 | 6,470,000 | 15, 145,000 [108, 151, tml 166

1 Bea footnote of Table 17,

The States omitted from this table, because they have no true
museum buildings, are: Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas, Missis-
sippi, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, South Dakota,
Utah, Virginia, and West Virginia.

Some museums are housed, more or less temporarily, in former
residences or buildings of other kinds that may be remodeled for
museum use but which can not be considered as museum buildings.
Others occupy historical houses some of which are restored or recon-
structed. A great many museums, with no buildings of their own,
have space in public buildings or other pla( es where presumably Lhov
are permanently located. Table 19 gives the number of museums
accommodated in these several ways,
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TaBLe 19.—Quarlers occupied by museums without museum buildings in 1930

Number of museums by field

Cind of qu ors ‘ e . [ e R T Total

Kind of quarters | | 3 pare: | P ber

| Art Science | History IInd.ustry General |
T g o R |____ — 1

1 S S 1 5 6 i 7
e & e = = e =

I I
Converted building 31 | 20 25 1 19 | 102
Historical house... e | | B e 208 2 A | 213

Space in— | ‘ | ‘
e R A L o S S e | 36 14 66 1| 7 124
Business building. .- ...l 8 9 20 14 | LN 51
Btatatapitolie s s ool S vrbiatns | 1 5 11 2 | 17
County court. ... 3 2 i e | 2 23 | a5
(2 A e e 1T T 2| - e = 4
o e LSRR A R Y 2 | 3| | 1 22
Home .- —---- b E e AR HEL 31 9| | | 12

Other 1.___ T H| s h 2 2| 1 e |

1 Ineludes space in theaters, urmr.n.'ies._v:ml:‘memorials. laboratories, park administration buildings, ete.
IL. STATISTICS OF UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE, AND SCHOOL MUSEUMS

The inclusion of school museums with those of colleges and uni-
versities deserves a word. There are only 10 school museums of
sufficient size to be dealt with here and they resemble college museums
in so many ways that it has not seemed worth while for present pur-
poses to treat them separately. :

Institutions of the class now to be examined differ fundamentally
from public museums. They are teaching establishments and only
the exceptional one reaches beyond the precincts of its parent institu-
tion. Few of them have independent incomes, and to trace their
revenues through college appropriations to original sources would carry
one off the subject of museum finance. Further, the distribution of
these museums is determined by influences affecting colleges. Evi-
dently, therefore, our discussion of teaching museums need not travel
through all the channels that have been followed in the foregoing
section.

Although many college teaching collections and 1-room museums
were begun during 1929 and 1930, only 6 museums with more than
$1,000 of annual operating income were established on campuses or
in schools. This is about the same annual rate of increase as recorded
on the average for the past 10 years, during which 29 new museums
of the indicated magnitude made their appearance. The many
hundreds of teaching collections and small college museums with less
than $1,000 of annual income are left- out of the following discussion
because they can not be treated statistically, as can small public
museums. Most of them have no finances of their own and any
services given to them by employees of their parent institutions are
difficult if not impossible to measure. It is hard even to register
these museums with any completeness.

The above-mentioned six new museums of the biennium, with their
dates of origin, are listed in Table 20.
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TaBLE 20.—University, college, and school museums established in the biennium
1929 and 1930

Alabama:
Montgomery__ ... Museum (1930), Woman’s College of Alabama.
Distriet of Columbia:
Washington_ ____ ---- Howard Gallery (1930), Howard Universit y-.
Massachusetts:
Andover__.________ Addison Gallery of American Art (1930), Phillips
Academy.
Michigan:
Bloomfield Hills_____ Art Museum (1929), The Cranbrook Foundation.
The Cranbrook Institute of Science (1930), The Cran-
brook Foundation.
Virginia:
Richmond______.__. A. A. Anderson Gallery of Art (1930), School of Social

Work and Public Health, College of William and
Mary, Richmond division.

FIELDS OF CAMPUS AND SCHOOL MUSEUMS

Teaching museums collectively differ from public museums in the
emphasis which they place upon the several fields of subject matter.
Tables 21, 22, and 23 bring this out. The first of these tables, which
is for the biennium, presents very meager data, but it is included to
complete this series of tables in relation to Tables 2, 3, and 4 concern-
ing public museums.

Table 23 affords the first occasion to inquire into how many campus
and school museums there are. It shows 112 units of this class that
may be called large, but it gives no clue to the hundreds of smaller
ones.

TanLe 21.~—Larger ! university, college, and school museums founded in the biennium
1929 and 1930, grouped by field

Approxi- |+ Aggre-
Number | mate ag- [-\rtllmilllﬁr gate cost
Field of museum of mu- |gregateofl i;1 ,\_[,“"'I_ of build-
seums | 1030 in- JT(:»Lcd: lings com-
| comes I pleted *
= (EERAR LB s 4
1 2 3 ‘ 4 ‘ 5
R SR N TR Sy e I ST —fe SU S e BEREE L =
Rt | 4 | $40,000 | 1| 2§10, 000
Science. . ! 1 12,000 | 1 65, 000
History . . | |
Industry_______ | | |
General 1| 1, 000 | |
|

1
|
| |
'Ineludes only museums with income of more than $1,000 & year
museums and teaching collections see Table 28, i
* These figures are for the buildings of musenms founded in the biennium, and not for all buildings com-
pleted during the period.

¥ Building of Phillips Aeademy costing $450,000 was nearly completed in 1930,

. For the number of smaller college
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TasLE 22.—Larger ! university, college, and school museums Jounded in the decade
1921-1930, grouped by field

- Approxi- Ageregate
% Number | mate ag- | Number | eost of
Field of museum of mu- | gregate |of build- | buildings
seums of 1930 |ings com-| com-
| incomes | pleted * | pleted 2
| {
1 2 3 4 ‘ 5
|
Art OO0 2al dvos AL deaalald S pceate P oo o 11 | %65 000 5| $420,000
Science___.. | 10 53, 000 1| 65, 000
HiIBtOrY - oo ve - 3 G000 Lo sy e
Industry.-. 3 A IR
General_____.__. 2 2000 = riEt

1 See footnote 1 of Table 21.
1 These figures are for the buildings of museums founded in the decade, and not for all buildings com-
pleted during the period.

TaBLE 23.—Larger!' university, college, and school museums existing in 930,
grouped by field

| Approxi- | +
Number | mFa{Jng- Number | Aggregate
Field of museum of mu- | gregate of h_mhl- |  cost of
seums of 1030 |ines com-| buildings
incomes | Pleted l completed
|
! 2 3 Pl o
|
ATt iiciaaaaaaa- St e i o B P B R 39 | $489, 000 19 | $6, 927,000
s s v - R 59 | 530,000 Ml 3 111, 000
History . . ccam oo 4 rid i3 A A Rr
IDUSIEN o oo ot i =t S o 3 Y e P
General.. 4 B 48,000 = 6ol

1 See footnote 1 of Table 21,

One striking feature of the table for 1930, in the light of all that has
gone before, is the prominence of science museums. This is partly
a heritage from the past and partly a response to needs. In the last
century the collecting activities of colleges, responding to interest in
the forms and variety of natural objects and living things, created
many natural history museums; some of these have developed into
important modern museums of science. Apart from this influence
there is a strong stimulus in the tendency of collections required for
classroom use to (mtgrow modest proportions. However, if the
record for recent years is a eriterion, art museums will shortly have
the same lead on the campus that public museums of art have already
gained elsewhere.

The number of history museums is small, showing that teachers of
history make little or no use of visual material.
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BUILDINGS OF CAMPUS AND SCHOOL MUSEUMS

During the past two years five buildings or new wings were erected
for museums of the kind under discussion. They are listed in
Table 24.

TasrLe 24.— Universily, college, and school museum buildings and additions com-
pleted in the bienntum 1929 and 1930

Michigan:
Bloomfield Hills_____ Cranbrook Institute of Science (1930) cost $65,000.
New York:

Rochegter. i cersenos Museum of Natural History, University of Rochester.
(1930) part of Chester Dewey Building, cost
$150,000 (entire building cost $450,000).

Oregon;
D7) 1 - L Oregon Museum of Fine Arts, University of Oregon

(1930) cost $200,000.
Pennsylvania:
Philadelphia.__ .- .. The University Museum, University of Pennsylvania
(1929) addition, cost $631,000.
Virginia:
Richmond . _._.._.___ A. A. Anderson Gallery of Art, School of Social Work
and Public Health, College of William and Mary
(1930) cost $10,000.

Table 25 shows capital outlay, by years for the decade, in relation
to the whole prior investment of universities, colleges, and schools
in museum buildings. The grand total of $10,118,000 is comparable
to the total of $103,181,000 for public museum buildings (Table 17).
The two amounts together form the country’s complete investment
in museum buildings —$113,299,000.

TasLE 25.—Invesiment, by years, in university, college, and school museum build-
ings in use al the end of 1930

| Cost of buildings by field

|
Year of opening |
Art Beience General : Total
1l _Juhen i e pry | | By
: | | | =
1 = | 3 | : 2 >
o | e { N - o
[ |
£210, 000 $215, 000 |. $425, 000
BBL 000 i 631, 000
1,080,000 | 000 1, 930, 000
1, L 000 | | 1, 730, 000
250, 000 | 1, 000, 000
| 60, 000
Lz | 4 L
STI000 [EiE T A | 247,000
i = . i S, | L

T T T e et S S g e 2 3,808,000 | 2, 215000 [ccaceeeeamaa| 6,023, 000

' e |
e A S T e . S 3, 119, 000 806,000 | $80,000 4, 095, 000

Grand total . _.._._________ i e 00, | BTt 000 | 80,000 | 10,118, 000
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This record of capital outlay covers 34 buildings, devoted to subjects

as follows:

Art lg,

science 14, general 1.

No history or industry

museumn of a university, college, or school has a true museum build-

ing.

TABLE 26.—Investment, by Stales, in u

INgs in use a

naversity, mh’{qe
[ the (?Hf r:_f 1930

Table 26 shows how the cost is distributed among the States.

and school museum build-

| Cost of buildings by field Num-
State = ber of
o ; build-
| Art Science General T'otal ings
- - ESCSir e i .
1 2 3 ‘ 4 il 6
LB 111y | L e - | £A53, 000 = ! 9
Connecticut ... | 1, 500, 000 £750, 000 | 2 % 3
Ilinois cesesmmsssmmesemsasa FEEEES 110, 000 | 110, 000 1
5 e L B e s 090, 000 75, 000 163, 000 3
801 12T e N N S SRR e LU Y i) 50000 d-i.io_. .. I 50, 000 1
Maine. ... s de s s e | 380,000 |....__.. e 380, 000 1
Massachusetts_... 1, 684, 000 655, 000 $80,000 | 2 419, 000 10
Miehigande . o el UiATET (0o aTy 4 A 400, 000 090, 000 3
Nebraaka__ . /0000 L L] e 350, 000 350, 000 1
NoW N OrlE  tUl onio ot il 450, 000 170, 000 | 620, 000 3
|
9 7v: R I TETRRE S IR 2 203, 000 S ! 203, 000 1
Oregon. .. __. D= e 200, 000 1
Pennsylvania. 1, 607, 000 ... 1, 607, 000 1
Virginia. ... dnBn ) LesERte el R S 10, 000 1
Washington._._.. 100, 000 Kt i - o0 ] 100, 000 1
Wisconain. - oo ams el 11,000 |...... 11, 000 1
o i | 3 bell e e (Y =
Total. -| 6,927,000 | 3,111, 000 | 0,000 | 10,118 000 24
|

IIl. THE NUMBER OF MUSEUMS

[t would be misleading to say that there are 1,400 museums in the
United States, although there are actually about that many museum
units of one kind or another. The number of museums is best stated
in somewhat discursive fashion. We have recorded the count of all
public museums (Table 4); we have also given the count of university,
college, and school museums that have income of more than $1 ,000 a
vear (Table 23). These figures, supplemented by others for univer-
sity, college, and school museums that have less than $1 ,000 of
income, are given in Tables 27 and 28. The museum units in these
tables are arranged in groups, by inecome, for the purpose now before
us. Some further facts gathucd from Tables 4, 19, and 23 are
brought together in Table 29,
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TasLe 27.—Public museums existing in 1930, grouped by size of income

Number by income groups
Field of museum Less | $1.000 | $25,000 | $100,000

than to to or

$1,000 $24,999 $50,999 more

i 2 3 1 5

|

8 ) N e e P il 84 18 14
......................... - 66 41 11 7
R e 240 159 | e
- L L L=t et 7 12 1 4
General . ._......... e e R A e s - 8 29 Z 6
Total.... S SHRESEW, St SENRGE 381 | 425 44 31

TasLe 28.— University, college, and school museums existing in 1930, grouped by
stze of income

Number by income groups

Field of musetm Less | $1,000 | $25000 | $100,000
than to to or
$1,000 | $24,000 | $00,900 | more

1 2 ‘ 3 1 5
........................................ 55 e 3 2
350 52 7
. uals E 50 ) B
Industry i ok - i ey 10 . BEEE :
Goneral e s s i Bt A TIPS e 0 B e 50 6 1
Total:-.-.... e e .'-!.'l: 09 11 9

TasLe 29.—Quarters occupied by museuwms in 1930

Number of museums occupying—

Type of musenms ‘ 3 ) g
Museum \i;:?d Historical "':::,m“
buildings buildings houses spaces
1 2 3 4 5
B e o : . Vo ', [Eerow:
Publie musenms._ ... .. SN . L L o e 166 102 213 310
University, college, and school museums. ....._. 34 16 2 575

From these tables it will be seen that there are 33 museums with
annual income of more than $100,000; or 88 with more than $25,000.
All-inclusive there are about 500 museums with income of more than
$1,000 a year, besides 400 smaller public museums, and 500 teaching
museums in colleges,

A convenient statement, also in round numbers, may be made
from data on buildings—assuming that any institution with & museum
building is likely to be of size, and that the quarters of other museums
indicate approximately their relative magnitude. By these criteria
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there are about 200 large museums, 100 others of intermediate size,
200 small public museums in historical houses, and 300 in Iodgings;
besides 600 teaching museums in colleges. This grouping dis-
tinguishes sufficiently between public and college museums; most
of the college museums which have museum buildings or converted
buildings are of public usefulness and can fairly be classed with
public museums of the same order; the remaining groups make a
segregation. This estimate is as good as a labored count. No
figures can be entirely faithful—nor can they long be even correct,
for museums are multiplying rapidly.

IV. COMPARISON OF STATE AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

It would be of interest and value to know the relative standing of
the States and of geographic divisions with respect to their museum
development. There is no accepted basis upon which to judge this,
but among the data presented in Parts I and 11 of this report are
several possible criteria—all of which have been drawn upon in pre-
paring the two tables which follow.

The numerical findings of the study are expressed in two ways:
As coefficients* showing how much more one area has than :111<}1_.l[(-;v,
and as ratios of coefficient to population showing how much more
nearly one area lives up to its capacity than does another. In
Table 30 the States are arranged in descending order of ratios. The
sequence MAay not be exactly correct among States having ratios of
about the same value, but this is not serious as fine distinctions are
carefully avoided.

The first 9 States on the list of Table 30 form a class with distinet
order of performance. Recalling observations in an earlier section
as to museum growth in the different States (Table 14), we see that
5 of our 9 high-score States—New York, Michigan, Illinois, Penn-
sylvania, and Massachusetts—are also progressing rapidly at the
present time. We also discovered Indiana to be growing fast although
here it appears as twenty-sixth in degree of development. California
and Ohio were found to be momentarily at a standstill.

Passing now to the other end of our table, we discover that Nevada
is lowest in museum development. Of the States immediately above
it on the list 6 are nearly as low and at least 7 more are only a little
higher. It is startling to see that ratios near the end of the list are
less than 1 per cent of the best.

+ Coefficients were obtained for States by eomhining se varal categories of data: The number of museums,
the aggregate of operating incomes, the aggregate cost of museum buildings, and ratings to represent con-
verted buildings and historical houses. These elements were treated in several different ways—the results
Dbeing compared among themselves as a safeguard against serious error.
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TaBLE 30.—Museum development ai the end of 1930, compared by Slaies

|Coefficient 1| Ratio of
of musenm | coefficient
State develop- | to popula-

ment tiom

1 = 3
District of Columbia_ - = ' '- 0 w0 = e L % 2.0 ()
g R e S I i B i B e dysme : 100. 0 100. 0
2. Pennsylvania___. e - S F e S S0 B PSS W-on B 79.0 50.0
3. Connecticut L A S 5 Lo - i e 10.0 8L0
4, Michigan..____._______ = i > il e 27.0 77.0
5. Massachusetts. e . = et el BT i 25.0 7.0
6. Rhode Island. s s e S e L e, . 4.0 68.0
7. Ilingis. ool i 5 L 53.0 58.0
8, California_____ = e e s bl gt 2.0 49.0
9. Ohio._.. FETII N TNy | e 3 e s 25.0 47.0
10. New Hampshire _____ ey .t ia s~ 1.0 41.0
11. New Mexico 1.0 40. 0
= feluh L TR T R N e S TR S e s e 3.0 43.0
13. Missouri 7.0 26.0
14. Wisconsin 6.0 26.0
15. Maryland___ T g E 3.0 25.0
gt ok A e i B A b B AL LR s 1 T L e 7.0 21.0
17. Minnesota 3.0 18.0
VT e e S R s A 0.5 17.0
Ly Ll )RR R TR SR S S s Sl e 0.5 14.0
20, Maine. 1.0 12.0
21, Florida..... <8 - : - . 1.0 1.0
22, Arizona..... : csbfrrdintn < = 3. 0.5 9.0
23. Nebraska____. - : - 0.5 8.0
24, Oregon.._. .. e i ‘ . 0.5 | 8.0
25. Delaware___ - : . = e EERL : 0.1 7.0
26, 2.0 7.0
27, 0.5 7.0
28. 1.0 6.0
20, irselbltet e s ] . : 1.0 4.0
30. Texas i 5 e : ! JLAAE L5 4.0
. South Carclina 33 T s S ST e 5 0.5 3.0
. Kansas_____ - % S Tk B e e | 0.5 | 3.0
3. Tennessee. ____ s [ BT | 0.5 2.0
W Kentucky. . oo . =B iy by - 455 | 0.5 20
35, Oklahoma. _ : . - —— - S e 0.5 L'6
1

36, Alabama.______. e 2o R el sty VAT 0.5 1.5
37, North Carolina_____ 1elas v E Zaercyy S e} 0.8 1.5
38. Iowa.... s - : s * a 0.2 1.0
89, Georgia_. . ... S i o T == 0.2 L0
4. Otaly: o n s : ] ‘ 0.1 L0
41, Montana.__.._.._____ : 0.1 1.0
42, Idahg b i P T E T e Lt n 0. 1= 0.5
43. Mississippi._ .. i 3 a2 - 0.1 0.5
- L A LT TR R T S 0.1 0.5
A Botith Pakata - T TR s e | 0:1% 0.5
s e e S e B L R UL S 0. 1= 0.5
gt 1 O T = 01— 0.5

48. Nevada. 0 ‘ 0

1 l'le}msscnII:Lq percentage of the best to facilitate comparison. !
? The District of Columbia is niot treated here as a State; it is really comparable to & city. Its ratio ag
4 State would be six times as great as that of New York, !

Surveying the middle portion of our table, one notes some features
of interest. New Hampshire is in tenth place, although its museum
development is no greater than that of Virginia in twenty-ninth
place. This is a reminder of the smallness of its population—only
465,000 against 687,000 for Rhode Island and 1,607,000 for Con-
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necticut. The discovery of Wisconsin several places below New
Mexico brings a further realization of how deceptive absolute values
are.

Table 31 gives coefficients and ratios for the divisions of the
country. Reference to Table 15 will show the States included in
each division.

TagLe 31.—Musewm development ai the end of 1930, compared by geographic
divisions

Coeflicient 1| Ratio ! of

of museum | coefficient

develop- to popula-
ment | tion

Geographie division

i i 2 3
1 iddle Atlantie. . i - il 100 100
9 England. - - eceeeenee- s SN M- TR ey 23 | Ta
3 North Central .- ST 33 b S (RN s Al itk 1;-‘.| 08
4. Pacifie. .. --- - E e gaan ko 13 | 41
& South Atlantie. .- - HF P T I R TS UL GRS JEEESRRS &2 16 26
6. Mountain_

7. West North Central__... o | R e T A LENT T | 13
8. West South Central. S S TR e T A S e 9 2
9, East South Central . i 4

1 Expressed as percentage of the best.

The three divisions at the head of the list show performance of a
distinet order. They embrace States in the area from Maine south-
ward to New York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, and westward
through Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois—inecluding Wisconsin and Michi-
gan on the north. The Pacific coast region shows the next order of
achievement. The rest of the country malkes up a great expanse
with relatively little museum development. The area from Texas
to Alabama and Kentucky is clearly the least developed of all, but
as we have seen it does not include all of the low-score States. The
South Atlantic division, extending from Maryland to Florida, is
peculiar because it includes the National Capital. Were it not for
the District of Columbia, with the museums of the Nation, this
division would occupy a much lower position in the table, as it would
have a percentage coefficient of 4 and ratio of 6.

Recalling observations on rate of growth in the different divisions
(Table 14), we see that the three divisions of fastest growth are also
those of greatest strength. However, the South Atlantic division
is now gaining almost as much ground as New England while the
Pacific division—fourth in order of present standing—is the only
one which stood still during 1929 and 1930.

V. TRENDS IN MUSEUM WORK

Many comments upon trends are made in the foregoing text, but
discussion is necessarily limited because it relates only to statistics.
The following notes add impressions on a few of the subjects which
have come up before, and they also discuss trends in museum methods.
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OUTDOOR MUSEUMS

The merest suggestion of a new development is given in two of
the tables of Part I, which show that museums of science have ap-
peared recently in national parks. However, there is no hint of the
promise which this holds out to museums of science in general, and
there is no indication of its relation to museums of history.

The story of the movement ushered in by museums in national
parks has been told elsewhere® The ides underlying it is that
museums attempt too often to tell indoors, with the aid of objects
that are fragments or imitations, stories that should be told outdoors
where nature has provided genuine illustrative exhibits, Trails
through woods and fields thus come to be regarded as paths of learn-
ing, and shrines built along the trails—trailside museums, each
given over to a restricted subject—are found to be more useful for
some kinds of instruction than “aisleside cases” in a museum build-
ing. It was inevitable that this doctrine should take root first in
national parks—among mountains, river val

leys, glaciers, forests, and
an abundance of living things.

The first demonstration was made
a few years ago in the Yosemite where a committee of the American
Association of Museums built g central
of trailsides now taking in Glacier Point, Mariposa Grove, and
Tuolumne Meadow. The most recent demonstration is an extensive
series of trailsides ereated in the Yellowstone by the same com-
mittee under the continued leadership of Hermon Carey Bumpus.

Coming when decentralization of museums is under much dis-
cussion, trailsides in national parks are just in time to catch the
imagination. Museums in ecities have been moved to search local
parks for natural features that can be explained on the spot. They
have viewed State parks with & new interest. Tn consequence trail-
sides have already appeared in both of these settings.

The influenice has spread into the field of history also, and it can be
seen at work in the new Colonial National Monument, the George
Washington Birthplace National Monument, and other historical
areas administered by the National Park Service. At headquarters
of the service a newly appointed park historian is developing history
education, just as the park naturalist has already developed nature
education in the parks. Historical houses may thus come to be foci
of educational activity along the trails of history.

Museums of history in cities, some of which operate historieal
houses, are also studying the possibilities of this new decentralized
museum instruction. Attention has also been drawn to the idea
through the interest aroused by extensive reconstruction projects like
theone at Williamshur , Va., and Greenfield Village at Dearborn, Mich.

' Coleman, Laurence Vail, Contributions of Museums to Outdoor Recreation, Washington, D. L

1928.  Copies of this report to the National Conference on Outdoor Recreation are obtainable from the
Ameriean Associntion of Museums, Washington, D, O.

museum and began a system
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It is easy to be oversanguine about such indications, but it is well
within the range of probability that innumerable small museums of
science and history will come into being under the stimulus of outdoor
education,

BRANCH MUSEUMS

For 20 years or more branch museums have been discussed and,
in a limited way, they have already become a reality. There are
trailsides and historical houses, and also there are several examples of
specialized branch museums, separate children’s departments, as well
as extension exhibits in libraries and other public buildings, and
museum rooms in schools. However, none of these is a branch in the
full sense of the word as applied, for example, to a branch library.

Museums—especially those in large cities—need branches located
in different sections for the purpose of passing on to neighborhood
groups those advantages and services which a centralized museum
offers to a scattered and necessarily limited clientele. Recent
years have brought this objective clearly into view, and prepared
the way for the first functional branch to be established at Phila-
delphia in 1931. A report of this in some future survey will doubtless
have other parallel developments to chronicle.

MUSEUMS IN SMALL COMMUNITIES

It will bear repeating, if only to emphasize an important finding of
Part I, that an overwhelming majority of the new museums are
being established in places with fewer than 100,000 inhabitants. The
point of greatest activity in museum founding moves steadily down
the scale of population. Large cities are now relatively well eq‘ﬁipped‘

Comparison of new museums in places having fewer than 100,000
inhabitants with museums in larger cities shows the form of organiza-
tion to be typically the same in both environments. The most
striking difference is the relative meagerness of support by the local
government in small places.  Also, in small places, history is relatively
better represented.

Examination of cases individually makes it clear that the proportion
of active and well-rounded institutions in populations under 100,000
is quite as large as in populations over that size, and that the effective-
ness of active little museums in little places is fully as great in relation
to their responsibilities as that of active big museums in the big cities.
Statistics do not deceive in showing that the day of small museums in
small communities has come.
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PROGRESS IN EXHIBITION

Tn 1929 the Buffalo Museum of Science finished its new building in
Humboldt Park and opened it with exhibits giving embodiment fully
to the idea—familiar but not much put into practice—that a museum
should exhibit subjects, not objects. In rooms surrounding a central
hall, chapters of natural history are expounded in the following succes-
sion: Physics, astronomy, geology, biology, botany, invertebrate
zoology, vertebrate zoology, evolution, heredity, geography, and
anthropology. It is the aim of exhibits to explain the principal
concepts of each science. Both the plan and its execution are very
different from the traditional mode of exhibition which might call
for a room label reading ¢ Plants’” but would never justify one reading
“Botany: the Science of Plants.”

A few months earlier, the Pennsylvania Museum of Art had opened
the first section of its new building on the Parkway, Philadelphia.
Here is the best realization of the idea that art exhibits should be
divided throughout into two parts—one for the public, with exhibits
giving a survey of the arts, and the other for the student, consisting
of a systematic file of art objects for reference. In the public galleries
there are pictures, sculpture, furniture, and other objects of the same
time and place shown together; authentic period rooms supplement
each exhibit. In the reference rooms—not yet open—there will be
extensive case accommodations for objects arranged after a classifica-
tion by material and process, and installed compactly and in readiness
to be removed for close inspection. The plan is not entirely new, but
the full embodiment of it is unique, and the example, like that at
Buffalo, will surely be effective in shaping other museums.

Several large industrial museums—pioneers in this country follow-
ing BEuropean precedents—are due to open their doors within the next
few years at Dearborn, Chicago, and Philadelphia in turn. It was
an omen, therefore, that the first of such institutions, the New York
Museum of Science and Industry, opened in temporary quarters dur-
ing 1930.

MUSEUM INSTRUCTION

The number of musetims doing good educational work a decade
ago was not more than a few dozen; now it is in the hundreds. The
past two years have witnessed more than their share of this growth.

During the biennium there have been notable efforts to determine
upon best methods for work with school classes visiting museums—an
activity that is already carried on with system and careful techniques.
The most important researches have been those conducted in several
cities under the direction of Edward S. Robinson, Professor of Psy-
chology at Yale. Several museums have experimented independently
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and one has published the results. This sort of thing represents a
further gain over the old rule-of-thumb attitude toward museunmn

instruetion.
PUBLIC RELATIONS

There has been a marked increase of energy and skill in developing
relations between museums and the public during very recent, years,
Part of this has been stimulated by increased museum activity, and
part is in response to the enlarging public interest in archeological
work, scientific progress, and geographical disco very. The daily press
mirrors the change. During a typical winter month in 1930 the
New York Times contained more than 50 stories on museums, filling
two dozen columns or about three pages.

An interesting case of cooperation between several museums, a
newspaper, and a broadcasting station is an experiment with roto-
radio talks. For many months the Buffalo Courier-Express has been
devoting a page of its rotogravure section each Sunday to pictures
supplied by the three Buffalo museums in turn. Each installment is
followed on the evening of publication by a museum talk broadecast
from station WKBW on the subject of the pictures. An announce-
ment in the paper calls attention to the talks.

Eleven museums started new serial publications of their own during
the biennium. Kach of these popular serials has the double purpose
of creating interest in art, science, or history, and of making its
sponsor museum better known.

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL WORK

New developments of nation-wide scope have turned, naturally
enough, around the American Association of Museums. Interna-
tional developments have come from relations between this body and
its sister organizations abroad. '

An instance of national progress will suffice. In 1930 a plan of
retirement support for museum workers was drafted by the asso-
ciation of museums after a study of pension plans in other fields.
The plan was announced and is ready to go into effect, but the
general state of finances has made further discussion of the subject
inopportune for the present. In its last annual report, the Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching compared this project
with its own teachers retirement plan, administered by the Teachers
Insurance and Annuity Association, in these words: “Both plans are
designed to serve bodies of professional men and women scattered in
small groups over wide areas and employed by separately incorporated
bodies. Both plans avail themselves of the services of life-insurance
companies. Both plans are sound, contractual, and nonpaternalistic.”
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International relations have been strengthened in several ways.
American museums have gained representation in Kuropean couneils
through a place on the executive committee of the International
Museums Office. Inter-American museum relations have been fur-
thered by a mission to South America and the subsequent appearance
of a book in English on the museums of that continent, and also
through representation of museums in two new international groups—
an advisory committee of the Pan American Union and the national
council of the new Inter-American Institute of Intellectual Coop-
eration.

Two developments in Great Britain, though nominally unrelated
to museum affairs in other countries, have contributed to general
advancement. The first was the financing of the Museums Associa tion
in 1929 and the consequent opening of permanent headquarters in
London. This move was assisted by a grant of the Carnegie United
Kingdom Trust—which foundation has since shown its further
interest through gifts to museums for reorganizations. The second
was the publication of the final report of the Royal Commission on
National Museums and Art Galleries. This document, in two vol-
umes appearing, respectively, in 1929 and 1930, has done much to
stimulate thought throughout the world.

Museum fortunes are in the ascendency. The achievements of
sach period bulk large when they are near at hand, but they soon
blend into the background against which new achievements stand in
relief. The years 1929 and 1930 were important, but they will quickly
slip into their appointed places. Happily they were full of works
which will bring forth greater works in the years to come.
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PREFACE

IN July, 1931, Sir Henry Miers and Mr. S. F. Markham came
to Canada to begin a Survey of the Museums of the British
Empire which was financed by the Carnegie Corporation. We
had for some time considered the necessity of having made a
survey of the museums of the University, and advantage was
taken of the visit of Sir Henry and Mr. Markham to ask their
advice.

They suggested that the British Association of Museums
undertake a detailed survey and make recommendations as to
what should be the policy, the future development and build-
ing programme for a modern university museum.

After careful consideration Sir Henry Miers asked Cyril
Fox, Ph.D. (Cantab.) F.S.A., Director of the National Museum
of Wales, and former Superintendent of the Field Laboratories
of Cambridge, to undertake this important work, inde-
pendently of the Carnegie Survey in Canada.

As a result of a series of studies carefully carried out by
various corporations in the United States, and by the Carnegie
United Kingdom Trustees of London, England, museums in the
United States, Great Britain, Germany and France are now spend-
ing a great deal of thought and money in rearranging their collec-
tions for academic and popular use with great practical advantage.
Long before any other country took the matter up seriously,
however, Sweden led the world, as she still does, in the skill
and thoroughness with which her museums in cities, towns and
villages throughout the country were developed in the service
of education.

As Dr. Fox points out, the work of education involves more
and more widely the development of the powers of observa-
tion, and in this process, where students learn by seeing, museums
are an essential part of the equipment of a university. They are,
in their peculiar way, the visible mirrors of the past.




At McGill University, Dr. Fox considered the McCord,
the Library, the Peter Redpath, and the Ethnological
Museums as being of particular academic and popular value.
Of these four, the Peter Redpath Museum is the parent of
them all, and the part played by it in the development of the
University during the past fifty years is notable and important.

When, in 1832, the Redpath Museum was presented to
McGill through the generosity of Peter Redpath, one of the
most decisive steps was taken in bringing the University and
its work before the public. Through this gift Sir William
Dawson’s scientific collections were safeguarded and made
available to generations of students. In addition, valuable
and interesting museum material has been kept on public
exhibition and this has resulted in an increasing stream of
gifts of Natural History and ethnological objects. The
material thus acquired is now quite beyond the capacity of
the building and has had to be stored in every available corner
of the galleries, the main floor, and the basement.

Peter Redpath’s munificence placed McGill in the front rank
of progressive Universities. At that time, probably not half
a dozen others on this continent could have pointed to a build-
ing so admirably suited to its purpose. It is to be regretted,
however, that in the fifty years since its erection the absence
of benefactions, like that of Peter Redpath, for the development
of museums has largely defeated the purpose of his gift.
It is because the collections have grown so remarkably,
owing to the generosity of numberless donors, that many of
the exhibits have had to be removed and installed elsewhere.
Whereas, to begin with, the Museum encompassed the whole
field of Natural History and many other branches of know-
ledge as well, it now accommodates only the large collections
of Geology and Zoology, and these so inadequately that their
purpose and that of the Museum itself are in large measure
thwarted.

To look back fifty years to the time when this “Mother of
Museums” at McGill was the last word in museum building
and planning and the most up-to-date in its appointments,
must induce a feeling of pride in everyone acquainted with our
history. But McGill cannot, and will not, be content to rest
upon her laurels. “McGill had . ..” and “McGill was ....”
must give way to “McGill has....” and “McGill is ... .” and
these conditions must only be considered as earnests of con-
tinuous progress. Without modern Redpaths, Macdonalds,
Strathconas, McGill may have to be content to cling to the
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memories of past glories. She will never be able to put her
best foot forward; she will scarcely be able to stir either foot.
She will be doomed to stand still, a link with the past, but out
of step with to-day and an anachronism to-morrow.

Citizens of Montreal and graduates of the University will be
interested to read the considered judgment of a scholar and
expert on the condition of the Museums of McGill and will be con-
cerned to know that their high educational value in illustrating
the history of Canada in particular and of Man in general
is greatly reduced by the grave limitations which Dr. Fox
describes. The museum departments of the University have
a special appeal to many people, who have given, and given
with great generosity. But to put it quite bluntly, it is now
plain that further additions of material, so necessary for the
growth and development of our museums, will embarrass
rather than assist the work of the University, unless proper
facilities for housing and exhibition are at the same time pro-
vided. It is my hope that this report of Dr. Fox will arouse
and stimulate an interest which will not cease until we have
at McGill a first class museum.

/ / WM
’

Principal.
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1 PROLOGUE

In accordance with a request from the Principal of McGill
University transmitted to me through Sir Henry Miers, Presi-
dent of the Museums Association of Great Britain, I visited
Montreal in November, 1931, in order to examine and report
(inter alia) on the Museums of McGill University.

My report deals with the character and significance of these
collections, with their future development or reorganization, and
with the possibilities of collaboration with institutions outside
McGill University, with a view to providing the best possible
Museum service for the City of Montreal.

I would first wish to express my appreciation of the ready help
and courtesy which I have received in the course of my investiga-
tions from everybody concerned in the direction and administra-
tion of the University Museums; in particular from Sir Arthur
Currie, GCM.G,, K.CB,, LL.D,, Principal, from the Heads of
Departments in which Museum collections are housed, from de-
partmental Curators and honorary Curators, and from Mr. E. L.
Judah, Curator of Museums.
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13.

14,

15.

16.

LIST OF McGILL MUSEUMS

The following Museums and Collections were examined and form
subject of my Report :—

Name.

. The McCord

National Museum.

. The Peter

Redpath Museum.

. The Library

Museum,

. The Anatomical

Museum.

. The Medical

Museum.

. The Ethnological

Museum.

. The Pathological

Museum.

. The Museum of

Hygiene.

. The Rutherford

Collection.

. The Geological

Collection.

The Botaniecal
Collection.

The Architectural
Collection,

The Gest Chinese
Collection.

Location.

McCord Museum.

Peter Redpath
Museum.

University Library.

Medical Building.

Pathological Building,

Medical Building.
Physics Building.
Chemistry and

Mining Building.

Biological Building.

Engineering Building.

University Library.

Nature of Collections.
Historical (Canadiana).
Palaeontological, Zoological,

Anthropological,

Mineralogical.

Historical (History of the
Book).

Anatomical and
Anthropological.

Medical.

Ethnological.

Pathological.

History and Practice of
Hygiene.

Historical (Experimental
Physics).

Economic Geology.

Botanical.

Architectural (Casts, etc.).

Oriental objects.

In addition to the above there is the Peterson Coin and Gem collec-
tion, at present in store.

The Museum Laboratory in the Pathological Building also comes

under review, and

The Biological Museum in Macdonald College.
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111 DESCRIPTION OF MUSEUMS
OF McGILL UNIVERSITY

1. TaE McCorp NaTronAL MUSEUM.

The McCord National Museum is housed in a building adjacent
to the campus, on the north side of Sherbrooke Street, erected
as a private house. Eleven rooms, the hall and passages are
occupied by the collections, and there is a small room used as an
office. The collections were presented to the University in 1919,
the donor, David Ross McCord, having been honorary Curator
until his death. Subject to certain life interests, he bequeathed the
major part of his estate to the University “as an Endowment Fund
for the maintenance and development of the McCord National
Museum.” The bequest has now taken effect and, though the
annual revenue now barely covers running expenses, it is, I under-
stand, probable that a large sum (estimated at $25,000) will in a
few (say five) years’ time, be available for the purposes named.
The collections consist, in the words of the donor, of “articles
illustrative of the history and social life of Canada.” It is indeed
a Canadian Historical museum.

The Indian material is comprehensive, representing the western
tribes (and the Eskimo) as well as the eastern (Micmac, Iroquois,
Algonquin, and Huron).

The historical material includes objects illustrating the French
régime; the conquest of Quebec; the period of the American War
of Independence, and that of the War of 1812.

One room illustrates the activities of the early Protestant
Churches of Canada and their missions; another those of the
early Jesuit missions and the Roman Catholic Church in Canada.
There are also exhibits illustrating the work of the Arctic explorers
of Canada and of the fur-trading companies.  There is also
historical material relating to Europe. At the time of my visit, a
special exhibit (James McGill and his times) and a loan exhibit
(Wa_tercolours and Prints, lent by Mr. R. W. Reford) were also
on view.

The Museum is now managed on behalf of the University by a
Committee consisting of members of the staff of the University
and others interested in the history of Canada and the preservation
of its monuments, presided over by the Principal of McGill
University and in his absence by the Chairman of the Committee,
Dr. W. D. Lighthall, K.C., executor of the donor’s will,




The salaried staff consists of Mrs. Warren, Assistant Curator,
and her assistant. Mr. E. L. Judah, Curator of Museums, acts as
technical adviser. Professor T. W. L. MacDermot acts as Secre-
tary of the Museum and has a seat on the controlling committee.

2. Tue Perer RepPaTH MUSEUM.

The Peter Redpath Museum, a dignified building in the Neo-
Greek style, situated between the University Library and the Arts
Building, was erected by the donor whose name it bears and handed
over to the University in 1882, the architects being Hutchison and
Steele.

Its immediate function was to house the palaeontological collec-
tion made by the late Principal Dawson. It is the only building
in the University solely designed for Museum purposes. It now
contains, on three floors, a great variety of Museum material, the
most important collections being the palaeontological, the minera-
logical, and the zoological. There are also special collections—the
Carpenter Collection of Mollusca, and the Lyman Entomological
Collection.

The Palaeontological Collection is in charge of Professor J. J.
O’Neill, Director of the Department of Geology; Dr. T. H. Clark,
Logan Professor of Palaeontology in this Department, being the
Curator. The Zoological Collection is in charge of Professor A.
Willey, Strathcona Professor of Zoology. Professor R. P. D.
Graham, Professor of Mineralogy, is in charge of the Minera-
logical Collection. Mr. A. E. Winn is Curator of the Lyman
Entomological Collection.  There is no expert conchologist at
present on the staff of the University, and the Carpenter Collec-
tion of Mollusca is looked after by Dr. Willey. I understand that
the formal charge of the building as a whole rests on no one
individual. There were formerly a number of ethnographical
specimens in the Peter Redpath Museum but, as no Department
in the Museum was specially interested in them, the Museum
Committee authorized the Curator of Museums to remove them
to the Medical Building (q.v.) and to reorganize, relabel, and
rearrange them.

The salaried staff consists of Professor Clark (whose Museum
work—in Palaeontology only—is regarded as part of his official
duties), Mr. Winn, for Entomology only, and Mr. S. Chambers,
Assistant Curator, with a janitor, a woman cleaner, and a boy.

The Palaeontological Collection : This is on the floor of the main
gallery and occupies the greater part of this gallery. In addition
to a very wide range of vertebrate and invertebrate palaeonto-
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FIG. L FIG. 2.

SIR WILLIAM DAWSON PETER REDPATH ESQ.
1820 - 1899 1821 - 1894

FIG. 3.

THE PETER REDPATH MUSEUM
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REDPATH MUSEUM: Forty-year-old case showing crowded

, ill-arranged and
poorly labeled collection.—(See page 19).

FIG. 5

REDPATH

MUSEUM: Showing a well-arranged self-explanatory exhibit.
(See page 19).
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logical material chronologically arranged, there is an important
palaeobotanic collection—“one of the best in North America "
The skeletal casts of extinct mammals are “odds and ends,” but
a useful nucleus, as are those of Mesozoic reptiles. The Ami
prehistoric collection in the vestibule, controlled by Professor
Clark, brings Man’s story down to the Neolithic phase of culture.

The Mineralogical Collection: This is arranged in a crowded
group of cases at the end of the main palaeontological gallery.

The Zoological Collection : This, situated in the balcony above the
main hall, consists largely of casual gifts and of accessions from
the former Natural History Society of Montreal. There is a large
series of birds, and the broader south end of the balcony is packed
with cases of mammals and mammal skeletons so closely as to
permit only one person to pass between them at a time. There
are a few mounted fishes and, on the staircase, isolated groups
of birds.

The Carpenter Collection of Mollusca occupies one end of this
gallery. The shells, closely packed in the exhibition cases, are all
named ; there are also numerous drawers filled with specimens.

The Lyman Entomological Collection, principally of North
American insects of all orders, occupies a small room on the ground
floor, with its associated Library. Ttis continually being added to.
The Curator finds it very crowded and has had to deposit some
cabinets in the basement.

3. THE Lierary MUSEUM.

The Library Museum is housed in a toplighted upper floor of
the new addition to the University Library.

It was created, and is controlled. by the University Librarian,
Dr. G. R. Lomer, with the technical assistance of the Curator of
Museums, Mr. E. L. Judah,

It contains in table and wall cases a series of exhibits (inscribed
clay tablets, papyri, Mss, and printed books) illustrating the
History of Writing and of the Book from the first millennium
B.C. (in Egypt and Babylonia) onwards. There are also some
objects from the Gest Chinese Collection (q.v.).

The University Librarian also maintains, in the gallery above
the Reading Room, an Exhibition Gallery in which special exhibits
and groups of objects of general interest are set out and changed
from time to time. Recent exhibits include : The work of William
Blake, Fine Bindings, Bookplates, Silhouettes, Children’s Books.

An alcove adjacent to the entrance hall of the Library is
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utilized, by means of internal lighting, as a display case for the
exhibit of items of topical interest, such as anniversaries and events
in the literary world. These are changed weekly. Recent exhibits
include: Early Canadian Printing, the Schubert Centenary,
Thomas Hardy, the new Poet Laureate, Designs by Leon Bakst,
Armistice Anniversary.

4. Tae ANatomicAL MUSEUM.
5. Tue MepicaL MUSEUM.
6. TaE ETENOLOGICAL MUSEUM,

These three Museums are on successive floors, of identical plan,
of the Museum Annex in the Strathcona Medical Building.
They are under the general control of the Dean of the Medical
Faculty. Each is furnished with a set of modern metal-frame
cases.

4. Tae ANnatoMmIicAL MUSEUM.

On the top floor. Controlled by Dr. S. E. Whitnall, Robert
Reford Professor of Anatomy. The collection is not intended for
the public but for the student. It is a teaching museum arranged to
illustrate, in connexion with the vertebrates, a variety of basic
principles—e.g. of evolution, of function. The student learns the
application of anatomical facts to general biological problems, and
exhibits illustrate the science of Anthropology from the structural
standpoint—the evolution of Man.

5. TaE MEeprcar. MuseuMm.

On the first floor. Dr. Maude E. Abbott, Assistant Professor
of Medicine, has been the Curator of the Museum since 1908.
The Museum is an organized teaching and historical collection.
It is not intended for the public. It contains, in addition to the
extensive and logically arranged series of medical exhibits, an
historical collection of specimens associated with the teaching
career of Sir William Osler, and the Casey Wood collection of
drug and medicine containers. A scientific system of registration
and classification has been introduced and applied to the collection
by Dr. Abbott*,

6. THE ETHNOLOGICAL MUSEUM.

On the ground floor. In charge of Mr. E. L. Judah, Curator of
Museums. It is open to the public. On this floor there is collected
the important ethnological material removed from the Peter Red-
path Museum, together with ethnological material from othcr

i °I<I1‘9r:(;'3 thessystem ;’f c]ﬁsaiﬁcatinn, see Abbott, Maude E., American Medicine
hila., y V. 5, p. 541-4; and also Jour. of Tech. Methods and Bull, Int. Assoc. of
Med. Mus., 1925, v. xi,, p. 78-89, . by o S
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sources, mainly Canadian Indian. There is a very important loan
collection of models of canoes of the aborigines of North America,
made by Mr. Adney; and the Garstang loan collection, illustrative
of Egyptian culture through four millennia. The lay-out of the
ethnological material is geographical.

7. THE PATHOLOGICAL. MUSEUM.

In a room in the Pathological Building. Controlled by Pro-
fessor Horst Oertel, Director of the Pathological Institute.
Curator, Mr. E. L. Judah, Curator of Museums. The collection
ot pathological specimens, in glass jars, is a teaching, not a display
collection. It is regarded as a storehouse in which all the objects
are organized, labelled, and visible, and so readily accessible. Dr.
Oertel considers that certain material in the Medical Museum is
needed to complete it.

8. THE MuseuMm oF HYGIENE.

The Museum of Hygiene is controlled by Professor A. G.
Fleming, Director of the Department of Public Health: the
Curator is Dr. T. A. Starkey, Strathcona Professor of Hygiene.
It is situated in one large room of the Medical Building. The
Museum is concerned with the history and practice of Hygiene.
It contains actual specimens and some models illustrating Heating,
Lighting, Water Supply, Sanitary Appliances, Drainage, etc.
There are no cases, the material being set out on trestles or fixed
to rough partitions. Most of the specimens were donated. The
collection is used by the Department in the courses in Hygiene
given to Arts and Engineering students. A descriptive catalogue
of the Museum (now out of print) was issued by Dr. Starkey.

9. THE RuTHERFORD COLLECTION (Experimental Physics).

This collection is housed in the Physics Building, under the
control of Professor A. S. Eve, Director of the Department.
It consists of a number of objects and materials relating to the
discovery of Radium D, E, and F at McGill University by Sir E.
Rutherford (now Lord Rutherford), with notes in his own hand ;
also of equipment with which he carried out his researches. These
objects are in a glass-fronted cupboard in the Secretary’s office.

10. Tue GEOLOGICAL CoLLECTION,

A room in the Department of Geology (in the Chemistry and
Mining Building) has been set aside for a collection illustrating
Economic Geology. It is controlled by Professor J. J. O’Neill,
Head of the Department. The collection is organized in a series
of fairly good cases.
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11. Tue Boranicar COLLECTION.

This is a small collection in one room (the Library) of the
Department of Botany in the Biological Building. It is in the
charge of Professor F. E. Lloyd, Head of the Department. The
collection consists of a variety of objects illustrating struc-
tural and economic botany placed in cases conveniently for use
in teaching, and an herbarium of Canadian and exotic plants.

12. THE ARcHITECTURAL COLLECTION.

Professor R. Traquair, Head of the Department of Architecture,
has gathered together a series of casts illustrating the development
ot architecture and of architectural decoration, and examples of
metal work to “illustrate the technical possibilities of the
material.” These are all housed in his Department in the
Engineering Building, in a room used in part as a drawing office.
No special grants have been made by the University for the
acquisition of the Collection, which is in constant use by his
students and forms not a museum of casts (the money for this
has not been available), but in his own words “a teaching collection
of odds and ends.”

13. Tue Gest CHiNEsE COLLECTION.

Associated with the important Gest Chinese Research Library,
which is an independent unit within the University Library.
under the charge of Dr. R. de Resillac-Roese, is a miscellaneous
collection of objects illustrative of the history of writing, of
Tibetan and Buddhistic culture, and of Chinese decorative art,
mostly of modern date. This collection is in part in the very
congested Library quarters, in part temporarily housed in the
Library Museum.

14. Tre Pererson Coin COLLECTION.

This collection, presented recently to the University, has not
been assigned to any Museum, but remains at present in the charge
of the Curator of Museums. It is in a cabinet, and comprises the
“best collection of Greek coins in Canada,” as well as other im-
portant groups, Roman, Anglo-Saxon, etc. A series of gems is
mcluded.

15. TeE Museum LABORATORY.

In the Pathological Building. Staff: E. L. Judah, Curator of
Museums ; Joseph Giroux, Preparator. The work of the Labora-
tory is practically entirely medical—the preparation of anatomical,
medical, and pathological specimens being undertaken. The
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Department also carries out wood and metal work and electrical
work, for case-fitting, frames, case-lighting, etc.

16. THE BrorocicAL Museum, MACDONALD COLLEGE.

The only Museum in the College is in the Biological Buildings
and is controlleld by Dr. Brittain, entomologist. The Museum room
(of good size and well lighted) was furnished with steel-framed
cases designed by the architect in 1907, when the College was built,
but it has never been developed as a Museum. There is no Museum
grant. The Museum, such as it is, is a teaching collection not
open to the public. The room is only partly occupied. It con-
tains :—1. An American Herbarium in good cabinets. The material
covers the whole continent, and is in process of being organized.
Number of sheets not known. 2. A Collection of Insects. All the
Orders that occur in the Canadian Faunal Zone are represented
and properly set up in cabinets. The majority is named. 3. A
few (German) models of Fungi, Mosses, Ferns, Flowering Plants.

Dr. Brittain has important teaching collections in his laboratories
which I do not regard as part of the museum material.

IV THE CONTROL OF THE MUSEUMS

As will have been inferred from Section Three of this Report,
the individual Museums are practically self-governing. Even
the Peter Redpath Museum, in which unified control would seem
inevitable, houses four independent organizations. Movement
towards centralization has, however, begun. A General Museum
Committee was appointed two years ago, under the Chairmanship
of the Principal, in order to deal with matters of common interest
and to make plans for effective co-ordination. As a step in this
direction, Mr. E. L. Judah, who was in charge of the Museum
Laboratory, has been appointed Curator of Museums. This title,
however, is found on examination to be misleading. The Curator’s
relations to the Museums varies within the widest limits. In one
(Ethnology) he is in full control as Curator ; in others he is wel-
comed, but as a technical adviser, not curator: in a third he hardly
dares to set (an official) foot. That Mr. Judah should have
accomplished what he has done, placed in such an impossible situa-
tion, seems to an outside observer to be a tribute to his tact, good
temper, and technical competence *

*In justice to Mr. Judah, I ought to say that my estimate of the situation is
the result of my own observations, no complaint regarding his office having been
made to me by him.

17




The position of the Museum Laboratory, again, is difficult for
an outside observer to understand until that of its controller, Mr.
Judah, is appreciated. It does not serve, as might be expected,
the whole group of the University Museums ; it hardly does more
than deal with the material sent to it from the Department of
Pathology and the hospital wards with which the Department is
associated. It is, indeed, under the control of the Head of that
Department, Professor Oertel.

v COMMENTS ON MUSEUMS

In the pages of the report which follow there will be adverse
comments on certain aspects of the Museum service in the Uni-
versity. I would first wish to say that, in my opinion, the creation,
maintenance, and development of the collections in general, carried
out as it has been largely without effective financial support and
without much encouragement, reflects great credit on past and
present Heads of Departments and Curators (usually honorary)
concerned ; and no inadequacies in respect of the collections, which
in certain cases exist, can wipe out the debt which the University
owes to these men and women for their services.

1. T McCorp MUSEUM,

The McCord Museum contains the objects given by Mr. Me-
Cord. and others acquired subsequently. There is a large number
of priceless objects and valuable documents illustrating the history
of the settlement and development of Canada. These form a
magificent nucleus for a great historical Museum. It also contains
and exhibits second-rate material of this character and some which
is not properly “historical.” The Indian material also is of two
kinds : historical documents illustrating the relations of the settlers
to the natives (such as certain wampum belts and chiefs’ medals),
and purely ethnological or archaeological objects (such as cradle
boards and prehistoric pottery).

So far as I can ascertain, no definite policy has been laid down
by the Committee. It is not clear whether the Museum is to be-
come a purely historical or a general Canadian Museum. There
is, I gather, no individual authorized to act as Director or Curator.
The Museum is overcrowded with exhibits, many of which are
consequently not well arranged. The rooms are small, and the
building is quite unsuitable for its present use. It is not, and can
hardly be rendered, fireproof.

The exhibits, though dealing with objects of equal interest to
both English-speaking and French-speaking inhabitants of the
City and Province, are labelled in English only. There is no
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Guide to the Collections other than a cyclostyled sheet. The
manner in which the Museum is organized does not seem to
permit of effective action in respect of arrangement or of control
of purchases. (See Figs.6and 7).

2. Tue PeEteEr RepPATH MUSEUM.

The Entomological Collection is well looked after. Part of the
Palaeontological Collection has been overhauled by Professor
Clark, who exhibits a good case entitled “What is a fossil? (See
Fig. 5), and has built up an adequate teaching exhibit out of the
Ami prehistoric collection. Some of the mineral cases rearranged
by Professor Graham are instructive and interesting.

Generally speaking, however, the character and condition of
exhibited material in the Peter Redpath Museum is unsatisfactory
and discredits the University which owns and controls it. I under-
stand that, though the Museum is open to the public, the numbers
who enter are not great. This must be considered fortunate, under
the circumstances. Case after case in the Palaeontological series
contains material, ill-labelled, ill-arranged, with numerous dupli-
cates. Many cases have probably not been touched for forty years.
(See Fig. 4). In any rearrangement it is probable that one-half
of the material could be relegated to storage. The absence of any
stratigraphical material in this geological museum is remarkable.

The Carpenter Collection of Mollusca is not suitable for public
exhibition without drastic reduction. I doubt if such a shell-series
entirely dissociated from any study of the animals that created
and inhabited them is of any use; any purpose the collection as a
whole might serve could well be met by placing it in cabinets
(drawers) accessible to students. The nomenclature is, I am in-
formed, not up to date.

There are many duplicates in the Mineralogical collections.
though Professor Graham assures me that there are other speci-
mens in reserve which ought to be on view.

In the Zoological collections there is much duplication and much
material that should be eliminated. Elements of the collection,
such as those on the staircase, were, I understand, gifts to the
University which it was “nobody’s business to refuse.” The
labelling is not adequate; there is no real guidance for visitor or
student. Much of the material is in no scientific order. The
survey of this collection is a depressing experience. It is evident
that no one has for years taken any interest in it, and it has never,
as a whole, been subjected to scientific scrutiny with a view to the
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illustration of the principles or significance of Zoology, and I
doubt whether at present it serves any useful purpose in the
University.

Though the Museum has been in existence for fifty years, no
Department in it issues any guide, catalogue, pamphlet or other
aid to members of the University or general visitors. Since
the Peter Redpath Museum contains all its original case-
fittings practically unaltered, and since its collections for the most
part represent Museum technique as it was in the nineteenth
century, it forms a remarkably complete and unusual example of
conservation and inertia in this educational field. It would be
improper and unfair to blame individuals: the Museum is the
victim of a vicious circle. No one is paid to manage, and prac-
tically no one is paid to work in the Museum, and it is therefore
no one'’s business to see that its requirements in staff, material, and
money are met. It is starved, cannot develop, and so has passed
to a large extent out of the active life of the University.

The revolution wrought by Professor Clark in a small portion
of it in a short time, hampered as he is by other duties and absence
of the trained assistance which a curator has a right to expect,
shows what could be done if the University were to provide the
necessary encouragement and support. The palaeontological
material is of high value and importance, and though the zoological
material is inadequate and has suffered from neglect, it is generally
recognized that no University can afford to be without a properly
organized collection illustrating this science.

The Peter Redpath Museum has no lighting system. It is not
fireproof. Its cases cannot be remade to meet modern require-

ments. The problem it presents is therefore a difficult one
(See pp. 27, 35).

3. Tue Lisrary MuUsEuUM.

The Library Museum is a new Museum. The cases are well
designed, the material set out in a logical and attractive manner
with informative and interesting labels. Many of the exhibits are
in themselves of the greatest importance—e.g. Newton’s Opticks,
1704, with his own corrections: and John Locke’s Essay, 1690,
with notes in his own hand—but it is the emphasis laid on the
Book as the vehicle of history, and on the methods employed
through three millennia in order to perpetuate man’s thought
and action, which makes the whole exhibit greater than any
one of its parts. It is an excellent example of up-to-date
Museum technique. Some aspects of the collection—e.g.
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oriental Mss.—could be expanded with advantage ; the present
room is too small. It is also very inconveniently situated for the
admission of the public (See Fig. 9).

The Library Museum, with the Exhibition Gallery, forms a
valuable, interesting, and necessary extension of Library service.
The Gallery seems, in a crowded building, to be particularly well
utilized, as it is unsuited for the use of readers. The alcove
exhibit in the hall is excellent. It is to be regarded as an example
of the “educational work which a properly equipped library
museum ought to carry on,” in the view of the University
Librarian. I agree.

I learned with some surprise that these important develop-
ments, which materially help to make the University Library
a living and vital educational force for the general public as
well as for the University, are “dependent almost entirely upon
dorations of material and money” and that no funds are pro-
vided from University scurces. All the mechanical work of
preparation and arranging of exhibits (in addition to the
technical) falls on the Librarian and his Secretary.

4. THE ANATOMICAL MUSEUM.

This Museum, like Nos. 5 and 6, is fireproof. Tt is suitable for
its purpose. The exhibits are well set up, well arranged and
labeled. The backgrounds of the cases might be improved to
eliminate reflection. The anthropological exhibits should form an
admirable nucleus for an Anthropological Museum. The collec-
tion in general is, I understand, not likely to expand beyond the
limits of the space at present available.

5. TeE MEeprcar. Musgum.

This Museum is well arranged and labeled, showing a very
sound technique. The backgrounds of the otherwise excellent cases
might be improved. The scope and function of the Medical
Museum does not appear to be clearly defined. Much of the
teaching, as opposed to the historical, material formerly in the
Museum has been transferred to the Pathological Museum, but a
good deal remains. Thus the spheres of activity of the Medical
and Pathological Museums respectively await definition, and it
would be well if this definition could be brought about. It has,
been suggested to me that the collection and exhibition of medical
material of special use to the clinics, such as the models of skin
diseases now exhibited, might be extended. The Museum collec-
tions are expanding, under the competent control of Dr. Abbott.
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6. Tae ETHNOLOGICAL MUSEUM.

The exhibits in this Museum are well arranged and effec-
tively labeled and form a good educational series which should
be of great interest to the student and the general public.
The whole represents a valuable collection of Indian objects
of the prehistoric and historic periods, including fine basketry,
with enough anthropological material from other sources to
form the basis of a general Ethnological Museum.  Many
important additions are due to the zeal of the curator.  The
University should take steps to acquire the unique collection of
canoe models, which shows how the study of technique in a par-
ticular industry can extend and correct the literary evidence bearing
on the location, relationships, and migrations of tribes, and which
also shows how the modern Canadian canoe was evolved under
European influence. The models are all to scale and beautifully
wrought. The possession of this collection would encourage the
study of those aspects of ethnology which McGill University
ought to, and in time will, make its own. Its loss would, to the
same degree, be a set-back to the development of this research.
(See Fig. 8).

The Garstang Egyptian (loan) collection is carefully selected to
cover the whole Dynastic period 4000-300 B.C. The other
Egyptian, Greek and Carthaginian objects are useful and inter-
esting.

7. Tue PatoorocicAL MUSEUM.

The cases in this Museum are designed for the purpose and are
excellent. Mounting and arrangement of the specimens show an
advanced technique. There is considered to be ample room for
expansion,

8. TuE Museum oF HYGIENE.

This Museum is for students and is not suitable for the admis-
sion of the general public. The collection occupies only part of the
room, the rest (one-third of the whole) having been recently
boarded off and used for other purposes by the instructions of Dr.
Fleming.

9. Tae RurHERFORD COLLECTION.

The material included in this Collection, intimately related as
it is to one of the key discoveries in science, will increase in his-
torical importance and interest as the years go by and should be
properly and permanently housed in the Physics Department for
the inspiration and instruction of successive generations of
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students. A provisional scheme for this, prepared by Dr. Eve,
seems to me very suitable, as it allows for additions of similar
character which may from time to time be acquired by the Depart-
ment.

10. THE GeorLocicaL COLLECTION.

The artificial lighting of the room in which this collection is
piaced needs improvement; the room does not receive adequate
davlight. The collection is cramped, and more room is needed.
It can properly be classed as a Departmental (teaching) museum.

11. Tae BoranicaL COLLECTION.

There is no one at present working on, or interested in, the
Herbarium material. The collection as a whole cannot, I think,
properly be described as a museum, even in embryo; Professor
Lloyd informs me that he has no present intention of developing it.

12. THE ARCHITECTURAL COLLECTION.

This teaching collection contains many interesting, important,
and unusual pieces. It is unsuitably and inadequately housed.
It forms the nucleus of what might, under favourable conditions,
become an important architectural museum. Such a museum is
needed in Montreal. In any case it ought, in the service of the
School of Architecture, to be extended and the gaps filled up.

13. Tae Gest CHINESE COLLECTION.

The best use for this collection (after setting aside what is
needed to illustrate the History of the Book in the Library
Museum) is to provide local colour for the Chinese Library. It
1s probably not of a character to justify development as an Oriental
collection for public exhibition.

14. TuE PeETErsoNn Coin COLLECTION.
No comments.

15. TaeE MuseuMm LABORATORY.

I am informed (by one of those who benefits by it) that the
work of the Laboratory is very competent. All that I have seen
confirms this. The Preparator shows evidence of that capacity
for improvization which is the mark of a highly skilled laboratory
man. The accommodation of the Laboratory is limited, barely
sufficient for the present needs of the Department. The Curator,
for example, has no private room. A ten-day summer course in
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Medical Museum Technique, arranged by the Curator, the syllabus
of which is before me, illustrates the vigour with which the Depart-
ment is conducted. The 1930 course was attended by graduates
from eight American institutions. No grant was made by the
University for the expenses of this course!

16. Tae Biovrocicar. Museum, MacpoNALpD COLLEGE.

This offers great possibilities for development as a Museum of
Agricultural Botany and Zoology, and the question of organizing
such a development should be considered.

VI GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

1. The collections examined fall into four groups.

(a) Those which are suitable for the admission of the general
public, and to which indeed the public now have access.

The McCord Museum,

The Ethnological Museum,
The Library Museum,

The Peter Redpath Museum.

(b) The Medical Museums (of Anatomy, of Medicine, and of
Pathology), to two of which the public have limited access.

(¢) Departmental Museums or teaching collections, not at present
intended for the admission of the general public.

The Museum of Hygiene,

The Museum of Economic Geology,
The Architectural Collection,

The Botanical Collection,

The Gest Chinese Collection.

(d) The Biological Museum at Macdonald College.

OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS BEARING ON
Group (A) MuseuMms.
2. The most important from the point of view of this Report is
Group (a). The Museums in this group contain unique, valuable,

and important material for teaching and research within the Uni-
versity and for the instruction of the general public.
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3. The Group (a) Museums are not used for the purposes indi-
cated as fully as they should be, because they are (1) difficult of
access (Ethnology and Library Museums), (2) archaic (Peter
Redpath), or (3) inconvenient and over-crowded (McCord).

4. The lack of appreciation of the value of museum service in
the University is illustrated by the absence from the old-established
Museums of any pamphlets or guides for the information or in-
struction of members of the University or the public.

5. The co-ordinating authority in respect of the Group (a)
Museums is weak and inadequate; the controlling authority does
not appear to function.

6. The remarkable development of museum technique in recent
years in all civilized countries and the realization of the importance
ot museums in the educational scheme, as providing an avenue
to knowledge which cannot be secured by any other means*,
throw into high relief the backwardness of McGill University
public Museums and render it imperative that steps should be
taken to provide a remedy.

7. The absence of an adequate public museum service in the City
of Montreal places on McGill University, by reason of its historic
and important position in the cultural life of the city and district
and its possession of so much museum material, the duty of doing
its utmost to provide such a service.

8. It is today more than ever important that McGill University
should use every effort to confirm and extend its links with the
life of the City and the Province, to demonstrate the value and im-
portance of the cultural services which it can render to the com-
munity, to show that knowledge is an avenue to better, fuller, and
happier living, to improve facilities for the self-education of the
adult as well as the education of the young—today more important
than before, because the shortening of the hours of labour of the
great majority of people and the existence of unemployment have
given leisure to thousands unaccustomed to it and incapable without
guidance of using its opportunities to good advantage. It is
relevant to point out that there is an overwhelming need for bene-
factions to maintain the efficiency of, and to secure the develop-
ment of, the University; and that nothing is better calculated to
encourage such benefactions than the extension of the work of the
University in a sphere which, as all men can see, benefits the com-
munity without its walls as much as that within.

*Qur educational systems were first based on classwork and book-work; then,
when learning by listening was shown to be inadequate, craftwork was introduced—
learning by doing. The third phase is just opening out; we are being taught how to

observe, to analyse our impressions; we are learning by seeing. In this last phase
Museums are essential,
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9. The possession of (1) the collection of the McCord National
Museum with its priceless historical material covering the whole
of Canadian history; (2) of the Canadiana in the University
Library; (3) of the Canadian Indian collections in the Ethno-
logical Museum, enable the University to illustrate the prehistory
and history of the Province of Quebec in particular and of Canada
in general. Furthermore, material in the Redpath Museum forms
an excellent basis for the illustration of the geology of Canada
and its fauna.

10. Again, the general Historical, Ethnological, Zoological, and
Geological collections provide comparative material which is needed
for the student in these fields.

11. The reorganization of the University public museums
necessitates bringing the prehistoric and historic collections together
as far as is practicable, and making them readily accessible to the
public. But since the McCord Museum is manifestly unsuitable
and the Ethnological Museum difficult of access and since both
are too small, a new Museum building is absolutely and urgently
necessary.

12. This new Museum building should be sited in a prominent
position visible and accessible from a convenient traffic centre.
The site indicated is somewhere at the lower end of the campus
(on or adjacent to Sherbrooke Street); a very suitable location
would be on the tennis courts between the Library and the McCord
building.

13. The Museum building should be designed to contain pri-
marily the McCord and the Ethnological collections.  But no
Museuwm plans for the future are adequate that merely aim at the
improved housing of the existing organized collections of the
[University. These are the result of haphazard growth and are,
therefore, ill-balanced. ~ Nothing less than the illustration of the
History of Man in Canada, illuminated by a summary survey of
Maw’s history in general, should be attempted; into such a syn-
thesis the History of the Book and of Record-Keeping (the Library
Museum) will naturally fit; and valuable nuclei presenting other
facts of general history exist in the series illustrating the evolution
of man in the Anatomical Museum ; that illustrating Palaeolithic
Man in the Museum of Paleontology (Peter Redpath Museum) ;
the Garstang Egyptian (loan) collection and other historical
material from Greece and Carthage now in the FEthnological
Museum ; and the Peterson Collection of Coins.

14. These proposals involve the resumption by the University of
effective control over the disposition of the collections belonging
to it, whether these are Departmental or general. The haphazard
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development of the collections has resulted in disharmony in dis-
tribution which must be corrected. I am convinced that, though
some inconvenience may temporarily be caused to certain Depart-
ments, they, as well as the University in general, will benefit by a
development which will bring isolated groups of museum objects
into a systematic and organized whole.

15. The problem of the Peter Redpath Museum and its collec-
tions in connection with this scheme has yet to be dealt with.
Though drastic elimination of redundant and second-rate material
would relieve the existing congestion, the building cannot be re-
garded as adequate for the permanent housing of the Palaeonto-
logical, Mineralogical, and Zoological collections, and it provides
no adequate workroom, reserve and storage accommodation for
these collections or for the student collections (Entomological and
Conchological). Suppose it were decided to leave all the Geo-
logical material in the Museum, in view of its association with
Sir William Dawson, and to remove all the Zoological material to
the new Museum building which is envisaged; we are still faced
with a serious difficulty—the building is not fireproof ; the wooden
cases are unsuitable and dust-collecting. Reorganization of an
important collection with a view to development in an environment
which presents potential danger to its very existence ought not
to be considered.

I understand from Mr. E. L. Judah that a provisional estimate
for rendering the Peter Redpath building completely fireproof has
been obtained; it is $200,000. Even if such a sum could be
obtained, it would surely be better spent on a new building.
Furthermore, the alterations would involve the destruction of the
existing internal architectural features. This would be a pity.
The Museum, an elaborately decorated late “Neo-Classical” struc-
ture, has its faults ; nevertheless it stands out as the most scholarly,
the most distinguished, the most beautiful building in the Univer-
sity, in a finely chosen position which gives an air of Athenian
dignity to the Campus, hinting most fittingly at the ultimate
dependence of the University spirit upon the Greek tradition. It
is an historic document, marking a phase in cultural evolution as
expressed in architecture, as well as a thing of beauty. Its isolation
should be preserved (it could not be added to without ruining it),
and its original character, whether inside or out should be carefully
cherished. I recommended therefore that the use of the Peter
Redpath building as a Natural History Museum be given up. The
future use of the building is discussed later (par. 42).

16. My view, that the best course to take would be to provide
accommodation in the new Museum building for the Zoological
and Palaeontological collections, raises the same problems of policy
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as did the collections concerned with Man. Are we to be content
in the field of Natural History to perpetuate the ill-balanced
character of the collections due to chance and individual
idiosyncrasy? If not, what is to be the aim? It is, I venture to
think, obvious. The presentation of Geology (Palacontology and
Mineralogy) should be broadened by the introduction of strati-
graphical exhibits, primarily Canadian; the Zoological collections
must be reconstructed on a broad basis; and place must be found
for a Botanical Museum in which the flora of the Dominion, both
from its systematic and its ecological sides, should be adequaely
illustrated. It is remarkable that no adequate Herbarium of native
plants exists in the City of Montreal and that no attempt is being
made in the University to develop the nucleus it possesses™*.

17. Thus my scheme envisages a Museum in which the study of
Man and his activities in Canada leads outwards to the study of
Man and his activities in general, and in which the study of Man's
environment in Canada (the rocks and minerals especially, and
then the animals, the trees and flowers) leads outward to the study
of the world environment of the human race.

18. T believe that sufficient financial support for such a concept,
supported as it is by most valuable museum material which will
go a long way towards its realization, will be found in the City of
Montreal. It is not my province to make detailed recommenda-
tions concerning the Museum building, but I think that it should
not be less than seven stories high—one each for the three natural
sciences, one for Man in Canada, one for the history of Man in
general, one in which Man as a record-keeper is studied, and one
for administration. There should be reserve, storage, and study
rooms on every floor. It should be linked by a covered passage
with the Library if the site permits. It should be of the simplest
architectural character externally, and interiorly free from all
decorative detail, for attention should not be distracted from the
exhibits. It should be well lit at night on the Sherbrooke Street
facade, with its name and the hours of opening to the public. It
should be fitted with dustproof exhibition cases.

19. The scheme that I have envisaged (or any scheme of unifi-
cation) cannot be created or maintained without the provision
of a competent whole-time officer in full control of the University
Museum for which he is responsible and in a position personally to
propose, explain and defend his policies before the appropriate
executive body of the University. The Director of University
Museums should have precisely the same privileges, salary and

*There is an excellent Herbarium in the University of Montreal which was not
seen by Dr. Fox,
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THE McCORD MUSEUM
FIG. 7

McCORD MUSEUM:. Interior, showing crowded condition of the Ethnological exhibits.
(See Page 18).
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THE ETHNOLOGICAL MUSEUM: Showing the Adney Loan Collection.
(See page 22).

FIG. 9

LIBRARY MUSEUM: Showing crowded cases and unsuitable room.—(See page 21).
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status as the University Librarian; he will occupy an analogous
position; the services rendered by each are complementary, and
both are extra-departmental.

20. I think it will be admitted that, speaking generally, depart-
mental control of public museums, associated as it is with honor-
ary Curatorship, is not satisfactory. Brilliant exceptions occur;
they are to be seen in the McGill Museums, but the systems fail
to maintain consistent development—Museum technique is a
specialist’s job. I would, therefore, urge that no Museum collec-
tion not now under Departmental control should be placed under
such control, and that, wherever practicable, public Museums be
transferred from Departmental control to that of the Director of
Museums.

Thus, the McCord Museum and the Ethnological Museum,
together with hitherto isolated groups of related museum material
(see par. 13), should be placed under the direct control of the
Director of Museums, and the Head of the Department of Zoology
may not be averse to being relieved of direct responsibility for
recreating the Museum of his Department. The new Museum of
Botany, when its creation is found possible, should be under direct
control, the existing Botanical collection being left in the Depart-
ment as a teaching collection.

21. It is emphasized that the public museums contain collections
primarily formed for the service of the University; and it should
be laid down for the guidance of the Director of Museums that in
the arrangement of the collections and in his administrative
arrangements, the needs and convenience of professors, lecturers,
and students of McGill University should receive careful con-
sideration; and that he be authorized temporarily to exclude the
public, if desired, from any gallery in which instructional work 1s
being carried on.

22. The labeling of Canadian historical material and Guides
dealing therewith should be carried out or published in both
English and French. Guides to all collections to which the public
are admitted should be prepared.

23. It is essential that the Director of Museums should be a man
of sound scholarship in some one branch of human knowledge,
and that he should have had experience of Museum work. The
former qualification is particularly important, having regard to
his duties and to his relations, both direct and indirect, with De-
partmental heads and their staffs.

While he will be able to call upon expert advice within the
University in respect of all branches of Natural History, there is
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lacking in the University any organized anthropological study.
Since he will have important ethnological and historical material
mn his charge, I recommend that an ethnologist or anthropologist
be looked for*. It is not necessary that he should have, prior to
appointment, detailed knowledge of Canadian ethnology. Failing
a man with these qualifications, I suggest an historian or archae-
ologist.

24. Tt is essential that the Director should be appointed before
the projected Museum building is planned or built, in order (i) that
his experience may be available for the Building Committee, and
(ii) that his views as to requirements may receive consideration.

25. There should be an Assistant Director of Musewms who is
primarily a technician. He should be in charge of the Museum
Laboratory, which should be controlled by the Museum organiza-
tion instead of (as at present) by the Department of Pathology,
and he should also be responsible, under the Director, for care
and maintenance, finance and the service staff.

26. The accommodation of the Museum Laboratory should be
extended. Provision might be made for it in the basement of the
new building. The staff should be enlarged to include a taxi-
dermist. The efficiency of this Laboratory justifies its use in a
wider field of service than at present. The summer courses in
Medical Museum Technique organized by Mr. Judah should be
continued, adequately financed, and should prove of value in ex-
tending the influence of McGill University throughout the
Continent and, if extended, in training young men for salaried
posts in the reorganized University Museum.

27. Financial provision for the maintenance of public museums
should be granted through the Museums Committee. No purely
honorary curatorships should be permitted in the public museums
of McGill. Heads of Departments, e.g., the University Librarian,
which have collections exhibited under Departmental control in
the University Museum, should appoint Curators—normally,
members of their staffs. Provision for payment, however small,

kIt is very important that the Canadian Indian material in the possession of
the University should be properly and scientifically studied and extended, and that is
why I press for an ethnologist as Director. This most interesting indigenous civiliza-
tion with its remarkable transport aids—canoe, snowshoe and toboggan—its fine
basketry, its striking philosophy of life, profoundly influenced the European settler,
being influenced in turn by European ideas; the action and interaction thus developed
could vividly be shown in a Museum. In addition to models, room should be provided
for originals, especially of the birchbark canoce: Montreal's position on the great
system of waterways renders the illustration of water transport in Canada of first
importance. The collections should be developed to illustrate native Indian culture
areas, and the gaps, which such a reorganization would demonstrate, filled up; the
arrangement must be scientific rather than aesthetic.
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of such curatorship should be made by the Museum administra-
tion, and in respect of his Museum work the Curator should be
under the control of the Director of Museums; he should con-
form to any instructions designed to bring about or maintain
uniformity of labeling, of registration, etc., but he should have a
reasonable freedom in the arrangement and extension of his collec-
tions to suit the needs both of his Department and of the public.
The provision of staff for the Director in respect of collections
under his direct control will be determined by their development
and the financial situation.

29. There shall be a Public Museums Committee (on which the
Principal shall be Chairman and the Director of Museums, Secre-
tary) which shall have the same authority as, and similar functions
to, the Library Committee.

Groupr (B) Museuwms

30. The Group (b) Medical Museums — Anatomy, Medicine,
and Pathology—are highly specialized; they are not, speaking
generally, suited for the admission of the general public; they
form a united group representing aspects of one science; they are
modern in equipment, and are highly efficient. This being so,
it seems unwise to interfere with the existing organization
of control by the Medical Faculty. But the Faculty should
take measures to define the “spheres of influence” of the
Pathological and the Medical Museums respectively (see p. 21).

31. Assuming that the control of the Museum Laboratory which
now serves the Medical Museums passes into the hands of the
Director of Museums (par. 25), it is important that its functions
in relation to the Medical Museums should be defined. I suggest
that such rights as these museums enjoy at present should be main-
tained ; but since services should be associated with representation,
that the Director of Museums should have a seat on any Com-
mittee which the Faculty may appoint in order to co-ordinate the
activities of these museums.

32. The Faculty will, I hope, find it possible in the interests of
the University as a whole, to agree to the transfer to the public
Museum, when built, of the anthropological material suitable for
public exhibition now in the Anatomical Museum.

33. It is probable that the ground floor of the Strathcona
Museum when it is vacated by Ethnology could be well utilized by
the Medical Museum; this matter should be dealt with by the
Faculty or its Committee.
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Groupr (c¢) Museums AND TeEAcHING COLLECTIONS

34. These offer great variety of character: some are organized
and may properly be classed as small specialized museums ; others
are collections of “odds and ends” serviceable and necessary for
teaching purposes. 1 see no advantage to the University in bring-
ing these into a unified scheme or in centralizing work connected
with them, as things are at present. They do not, generally speak-
ing, contain material of high value or importance. The growth of
any such collections or changes in their character may, however,
at any time render it desirable to bring them into the public
museum scheme.

35. I therefore recommend that the Director of Museums
shall take no cognizance of the Group (¢) Museums or teaching
collections, nor shall the Departmental controllers of such have any
claim on the services of the Museum Laboratory ; but the Director
shall endeavour to assist such whenever possible.

36. It shall be, however, open to the Director of Museums, or to
the Head of the Department concerned, at any time to place pro-
posals before the Public Museums Committee for the transfer of
a Group (c¢) Museum or teaching collection to the status of a
“Departmental Museum recognized by the Public Museums
Committee.”

37. The Director of Museums shall exercise a certain amount
of control over Departmental Museums thus transferred, but
the control shall be much more limited than that over the Public
Museums. He shall be charged hy the University with the duty of
seeing that the Museums are properly looked after and the
accessions registered in a manner uniform with that existing in
the University Museum. Each Head of a Department controlling
such a Museum shall appoint a Curator or Honorary Curator who
shall be the person with whom the Director shall establish direct
contact and whom he shall help in connexion with matters reserved
to his authority. The Curator will have a right to claim assistance
from the University Museum Laboratory (q.v.), and from funds
at the disposal of the Public Museums Committee.

38, It should also be recognized that in the best interests of the
University it may be found desirable to transfer a Departmental
Museum of Group (c) whether recognized or unrecognized, to the
status of a University Public Museum. The Architectural Collec-
tion, for example, is likely to become an organized museum suitable
for the instruction of the public. Provision for such transfer
should be made, proposals to be initiated either by the Professor
concerned or by the Public Museums Committee.
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39. Transfers and loans shall from time to time be made at the
discretion of the authorities concerned between Public Museums
and Groups (b) and (c) Museums.

Group (p) MacponaALD COLLEGE

40. The Head of Macdonald College should be consulted as to
the disposal of the duplicate zoological material in the Peter Red-
path Museum. I understand that such material would be welcomed
by the members of the staff. The Director and the Museums Com-
mittee should consider, after consultation with the Head and the
biological staff of Macdonald College and with zoologists on the
staff of McGill, whether it would not be in the best interests of
entomological studies in the University to transfer the Peter
Lyman Collection* and its Curator to Macdonald College.
Geographical considerations suggest that the Biological Museum
should retain its independent status, but contact should be estab-
lished by providing that the Director of Museums should sit on
any committee which controls that Museum.

4]. The rapidity with which the change over to mechanized
agriculture is taking place in Eastern Canada emphasizes the
importance of forming in the College an Agricultural Museum, in
which the agricultural equipment of farms in the Province of
Quebec characteristic of the 19th century (and earlier) should be
collected and arranged, and its interest, technical and historical,
explained by means of labels and guides. This should not cost
a great deal to collect today: obsolescent material is always a drug
on the market—but it will be of the highest interest and value
tomorrow. A barn or big shed would serve to house the material
until the amount collected justifies the erection of a Museum. The
Museum should be of interest and educational value to the general
public, and the Director of Museums should be invited by the
College authorities to collaborate in its creation and development.

TuE Perer ReEpraTH BUILDING

42. There remains the question of the Peter Redpath Museum. A
worthy use can be found for this building which meets all diffi-
culties. It is to hand it over as a home for the Department of
Architecture. (1) This Department needs more room. (2) 1t
is not fittingly housed in the Engineering building on the science
side, for Architecture is an art not a craft. Placed on the west
side of the Campus between the Library and the Arts Building, it
would occupy its proper and significant place. (3) The floor of

%By the terms of the bequest, this cannot now be done.—Ed.
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the main gallery of the Museum building would allow for the
proper exhibition, and the extension into a state of organized
completeness when money is available, of the Casts Collection.
Such a collection is in its nature replaceable (if insured), and
a fire-proof building is not essential.

The bays of the gallery (with the cases removed) could be
fitted with tables for draughtsmen; the fixed cases on the balcony
could be used for the smaller objects included in the teaching
collection,  There is ample accommodation for the staff of the
Department on the ground floor, and the necessary expenditure on
lighting the building, reconditioning it, removal of cases, modern-
izing its accommodation, etc., should not be more than $15-20,000.
I have reason to believe that this sum could be obtained for the
purpose from private sources. It will not escape observation that,
if financial provision is made to develop the architectural cast
collections into an organized museum collection, it should not be
difficult to provide for the admission of the public without undue
interference with the work of the School.

43. Work which might be undertaken immediately involves the
critical examination and weeding out of the whole of the McCord
Collection, This could be undertaken by the Hon. Secretary of the
Museum Committee, the University Librarian, and the Curator of
Museums acting jointly. Indian material should be noted as
(i) historical, or (ii) ethnological. The preparation of a pamphlet
on the collections should be undertaken by the same group for the
instruction and guidance of visitors, to be sold at say 10 cents,
There are historical documents of secondary importance for the
history of Canada on exhibition in the University Library. In
reorganizing the McCord Collection the resources of both in this
connexion should be pooled: reserve material from the McCord
should be stored in the Library, and the best from both exhibited*
in the McCord Museum. Documents required for instructional
purposes can be temporarily withdrawn to the Library when
needed.

The weeding-out and reorganization of the palacontological
collections in the Peter Redpath Museum should be continued, and
a collection illustrating stratigraphical geology begun.

VII CO-OPERATION AND AFFILIATION

1. The Art Association of Montreal: In my proposals for the
future development of the Art Gallery and Museum, I have
suggested the appointment of a full-time paid Director; failing
which, that the Association should approach the University au-

i e e
*Photostats in certain exceptional cases.
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thorities with a view to the Director of Museums becoming their
Adviser. The friendly relations at present existing between those
interested in Museum work at McGill University and at the Art
Gallery are of value; they should be continued and extended. The
two institutions are complementary, and I recommend that any
movement (should such arise) towards creating in the University
an Art Gallery or Museum of the Arts and Crafts, similar to those
controlled by the Association, should be discouraged. The two
institutions can help each other by cross-loans of objects which
may respectively from time to time come into their hands, and the
Director of Museums should be empowered to make such loans.

2. The Chdteau de Ramezay: In my proposals for the rearrange-
ment and reorganization of the collections of the Archaeological
and Numismatic Society in the Chateau de Ramezay, I have sug-
gested that the Curators should concentrate on

(1) Canadian historical and social material in general,
(ii) French-Canadian Folk material,

(i) Ethnological material of the Province of Quebec,
(iv) Coins in general.

I have recommended that such specimens as they possess of
northern and western Indian tribes and Eskimo might be placed
on loan in the Ethnological section of the (reconstructed) Museum
at McGill. T hope that, if my suggestion is adopted, some means
of reciprocation may be found. I also recommend that the McCord
and the Chiteau should never bid against each other at auctions
but make friendly arrangement.

I do not think it wise to go further than is here suggested in
the direction of avoiding overlap. Montreal is a very large and
wealthy city and ought to be able to support two Museums collect-
ing historic objects and material, with the more ease in that one
naturally attracts the interest and generosity of the French element
of the population, the other that of the English. I am assured that
there are still in private possession in Montreal sufficient historical
objects and materials for both museums to become adequately
representative. No one museum, anyway, wants or should have
everything—indigestion is inevitable.

It is, of course, of the highest importance that two institutions
whose collections overlap so much should maintain constant con-
tact. I think this contact, under the circumstances, had better be
informal, as it is at present. It is gratifying to observe that the
Curator of Museums at McGill is in close and most friendly touch
with the Curators at the Chateau.
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AFFILIATION

A survey of school and college museums in the neighbourhood
of Montreal convinces me that a scheme of affiliation, whereby
curators of these museums can obtain help and advice in the main-
tenance and improvement of their collections and can meet their
fellow curators at least once a year in a Summer School, would be
warmly welcomed. The scheme should, if possible, be fostered by
the authorities of the University, of the Art Gallery, and of the
Chateau de Ramezay, acting jointly; and the Summer School
(2—3 days) might be held in turn at each of these institutions. It
is in extra-mural services that close collaboration between these
institutions can most easily be undertaken. I should be glad to
advise in detail on such a scheme if desired: but it should await
intra-mural reorganization.

VIII EPILOGUE

These proposals based on a necessarily hasty, but I hope thorough
survey, may in some respects be unacceptable owing to my in-
ability to apprehend correctly the circumstances in one particular
case or to appreciate all the factors involved in another ; but I hope
that the views I have expressed on the problems submitted will in
their broader outlines be regarded as satisfactory, providing a
workable scheme which will promote efficiency and which will
prove advantageous to the University.

CYRIL FOX.
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MS GILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL

FACULTY OF MEDICINE
OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Professor Carleton Stanley,

Assistant to the Principal,

MeGill University.

the Curator

This will introduce to you Mr. Judah
e an earlier

L s
in our Museums, who has not had the pleasur of
acquaintance with you - hence his visit to my office.

He brought with him Mr. Markham, M.P., of England,
who represents the British lMuseum Association, and is its
Secretary. Mr. Markham is on a tour of enquiry here and
in the States, and is very desirous that more imperial
co-operation be carried out between the variouns museum
organizations in the Empire generally.

He is particularly anxious that a British survey
of Canadian museums, galleries, etc., be made, and hopes tha
the expense thereof will be borne by the British luseums
Agssociation. If the plan were adopted, the survey would be
made by Sir Henry Myles, who is President of the British
Museum Association and Chairman of the Royal Commission of
Enquiry of British Museums, who has, I understand, already
issued a very valuable report on this subject, in which he
a recognized expert.

Under ordinary conditions it would seem well %o
await Sir Arthur's return, but in view of the forthcoming
Imperial Conference at Ottawa, Mr. Markham and Mr. Judah believ
that this subject might be included on the agenda of the
Conference; 1indeed Mr. Bennett seems to have told
Mr. Markham in personal conversation.

Judah will tell you all the rest that you want to
know, but it seems to me that perhaps a Committee of Deans







’E add ol
Segretary,
398 Alfred Plac

- 3 v
‘enth Y ar £
WA bl 731l A LS

° ele

very much
for your
vey of ouwr

ndicions we
have on annronriation of hundre pounds © nly
to offer vyou
deeply appreci:

ur Association can help

us s0lve our many mmseums difficulties,

Believe mo,

Yours faithfully,

Principal




CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY'S TELEGRAPH

DIA] FORM T.D. 1 X
CANADIAN

TELEGRAM

CABLE CONNECTIONS TO ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD

(Printed in Canada)

J. McMILLAN, General Manager of Telegraphs, Mentreal.

STANDARD TIME

RAA26 13 |MP 23= LONDON

LCO CURRIE MCGILL UNIVERSITY MONTRE AL

MUSEUNS ASSOCIATION WILL UNDERTAKE MUSEUM SURVEY WRIT|NG

MARKH A M




THE MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION

President : SIR HENRY MIERS, M. A, DSc, F.R.S.
Hon. Secretary: D. W. HERDMAN, Art Gallery and Museum, Cheltenham
Hon. Treasurer - ALD. CHAS. SQUIRE, 12 Barrington Road, Leicester

Secretary :
31;.1'=-'i/;11<.8 S. F. MARKHAM, M.A., B.Litt., M.P.
2 39B ALFRED PLACE
SOUTH KENSINGTON, LONDON, S.W.7
Telephone: Western 3282

June 25rd;. 1931.

Dear Sir Arthur Currie,
We have sent a cablegram to you to-day as follows:-
"MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION WILL UNDERTAKE MUSEUM
SURVEY, WRITING",
I now have much pleasure in inviting your con-
sideration to the following
application for the Surve;
Council om July 6th, and the Council will then select
W the ablest man in the country who is free to undertake
yi/// the projected special survey of the McGill University
‘;;Dg)wjf \ Museums, the Chateau de Ramezay, and the Art Associa-
| .
;<)$)jo tion of Montreal. Since, however, Sir Henry Miers and
ﬁ}ﬁ’ /uﬁaf\ myself will be in Canads during August and September

Sep

\
’ ;/ making a general survey of museums, we think that the
e VY
;#ﬂ o man who is surveying Montreal should have the additional

T

benefit of the advice and experience of Sir Henry Miers

| )
1 ) o W and myself, It is not thought desitable that the same

V4

individual should do the particular survey of Montreal




he general survey, since this might ad to
criticism in certain quarters, I need hardly assure
you, however, that botl ir Henry Miers and I will be
delighted to gi iistance to the surveyor
that we can.

It is possible that the Council at their meeting

on July 6th may :;zzzzreither Dr,Cyril Fox, or Dr,E,

E.Lowe, Dr.Cyril Fox, as you are doubtless aware,
is the Director of the National Museum of Wales. He
was Superintendent of the Cambridge Field Laboratories
1912-24, has been a fellow of Magdalene College, a
member of several Royal Commissions, and & member of
our Council, Dr.E.E,Lowe is the Directa of the
City Museum, Art Gallery and Libraries, Leicester,

He was Secretary of this Association from 1908-18,
its President in 1922, He was specially selected
the Carnegie Trustees in 1928 to visit and report
upon American museum work, He is also a member of
several Committees dealing with educational work,

Our President, Sir Henry Milers, wishes me to say
that he will be in Montreal about July 27th, and that
he would much like the opportunity of meeting you and
discussing the details of the Montreal Survey. T

shall be accompanying him, and I need hardly add that
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Yours sincerely,

— #
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 — r v =

Secretary.

1 al

Sir Arthur Currile, G.C,M.G,, K,C,B,,
The Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
MeGill University,

Montreal,

Canada,
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Please let me know as soon 28
you arrive in Montreal, I hope that Sir Henry
Miers and yourself will have lunch with me on
the 28th or 29th of July.

Yours faithfully,

Prinecipal,
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AMGUEDDFA GENEDLAETHOL CYMRU NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WALES

PRESIDENT : SR WriLLIAM REARDON SmrtH, Br., J.P.
VICE-PRESIDENT : -FiE-RIGHT HoN. LORD-STANLEY OF ALDERERY; K.C. MG
TREASURER : THE RiGHT HoN. THE EARL oF PLymoutH, P.C.
Director : CyriL Fox, Pu.D., F.S.A.

_ TELEPHONE: 5873 b/,ji—‘ CARDIFF

<5th September, 1931,
Sir Arthur Currie, C C oMol KeCelMoeGoy
Principal,
McGill University,
Montreal,
CANADA,

Dear Sir Arthur Currie,

Sir Henry Miers tells me that he has discussed with

you the question of a representative of the Museums Association

visiting Montreal in order to study the problem of the University

Museums, and that you are acquainted with the fact that the
Agsociation has invited me to undertake the task.
I write to say that, with the approval of the Council
of this liuseum, I am leaving England by the S.S. 'Letitia' which
will arrive at liontreal on or about November lst, and I hope to
be able to get sufficient time to deal with the problem thoroughly.
I shall take the first opportunity of calling upon you.
Believe me,

Yours very faithfully,

Director.




AMGUEDDFA GENEDLAETHOL CYMRU

PRESIDENT : SIR WiLrLiAM REARDON SmiITH, Br., J.P., D.L.
Vice-PReSIDENT : THE RigHT HoN. THE EaArL oF PLYMoOUTH, P.C.
Director : CyriL Fox, Pu.D., F.S.A.

TELEPHONE 5873 F/JP NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WALES
CARDIFF

15th Decsmber, 1931.

General Sir Arthur Curries Ce«B.; K.Cdl.G.,
Principal,

McGlll University,

MONTREALS,

Canadasa.

CONFIDENTIAL

Dear Sir Arthur Currie,

Report on McGlll University Museums

I beg to enclose herewith a copy of my report on
the MeGill Museums carried out at your request.

Since I have found it necessary to criticize certain
Museums adversely, I would ask you to believe that the first
paragraph on page 4 represents my considered opinion on the
general aspects of the matter. For your private information
I may perhaps be permitted to make one or two comments.

It was with regret that I came to the conclusion that
Mr. E.L. Judah was not a suitable person to be reocommended for
the Directorship: with regret, because his good qualitles are

go outstanding - his defects are not personal, but due to the

circumstances of his career. M VoA $2 ds- (el AL -
Uf ol aal Divieln
You may like to know the names of those people who seem




AMGUEDDFA GENEDLAETHOL CYMRU

PRESIDENT : SIR WILLIAM REARDON SMITH, BT., J.P., D.L.
VICE-PRESIDENT : THE RiGHT HoN. THE EARL OF PrymouTtH, P.C.
Director : CyriL Fox, PH.D., F.S.A.

TELEPHONE 5873 - 2 - NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WALES
CARDIFF

to have a keen and intelligent intersst in Museums as

Educational Institutions. I do not know that they will agres

with my report, but you can rely on their competence and sound
Judgement, I think, in these matters, and on their assistance
in the creatlon of a new organization:- Dr. G.R. Lomer, Dr.
Simpson, Dr. Clark, and Professor Macdermott. There are, of
course, others who showed sympathetic interest, but these
people in particular seemed to have the Museum outlook.

Dr. Lighthall was, I think, the most difficult person I
encountered, and if there is to be any development of the McCord
Museum, he will have to be dealt with.

Of course, a great deal will depend on the first
Director. Whatever you do, do not choose a man with an Art
outlook. Get a man with a Science training, which gives the
necessary intellectual discipline. I am gertain that a first-
class ethnologist is the man to aim for, and it would be far
better to get an ethnologist with wide general knowledge, than
one who is just a Canadian ethnologist. Such a one will very
easlly pick up the peculiar Canadian problems: the greater the

breadth of his knowledge, the more fruitful will be his reactions

to local aspects of the science. Such a one, morsover, will see




AMGUEDDFA GENEDLAETHOL CYMRU

PRESIDENT : SIR WiLLIAM REARDON SMmiITH, BT., J.P., D.L.
Vice-PresDENT : THE RicHT HON. THE EARL oF PLYyMoUTH, P.C.
DirecToR : CYRIL Fox, PH.D., F.S.A.
S
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WALES
CARDIFF

TELEPHONE 5373

to it that research is one of the planks of the new Museun
platform at MoGill. The opportunities, ethnological and
historical, are very great, and I hope they will be utilized.

I much enjoyed By stay at Montreal, and received

the greatest kindness and help from everyone concerned.

With kind regards, and wishing Lady Currie and

yourself the compliments of the season,
I am,
Yours very faithfully,

L

Director.




Thank you
comprehensive Report,
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Ever yours faithfully,

Principal.
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REPORT ON THE CHARACTER SIGNIFICANCE ANT FUTURE GRGANIZATION

AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE MUSEUMS OF McGILL UNIVERSITY.

By CYRIL FOX, PhD (Cantab.), F.S.A., Director of the National
Museum of Wales.
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PROLOGUE

In accordance with a request from the Principal of MeGill
University transmitted to me through Sir Henry Miers, President

of the Museums Association of Great Britain, I visited Montresal

in November 1931 in order to examine and report (intggmg}ia)

on the Museums of M¢Gill University.

My report deals with the charscter and significance of
these collections, with their future development or reorganization,
and with the possibilities of collsboration with institutions
outside McGill University, with a view to providing the best
possible Museum service for the City of Montreal.

I would first wish to express my appreciation of the ready
help and courtesy which I have received in the course of my
investigations from everybody concerned in the direction and
administration of the University Museume; in particular from
Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K+CsBs, LL.D., Principal; from the
Heads of Departments in which Museum collections are housed, from
departmental Curators and honorary Curators, and from Mr. E.L.

Judah, Curator of Museums.




LIST OF MUSEUMS

The following Museums and Collections were examined and form the

subject of my Report:-

Name Location Nature of Collections

The McCord McCord Museum. Historiecal (Canadiéna).
National Museum.

The Peter Redpath Peter Redpath Palaeontological, Zoological,
Museum. Museum. Anthropologlcal, Mineralogicsal.

The Library University Library. Historieal (History of the
Museumn. Book).

The Anatomical Medical Building. Anstomical and Anthropological.
Museum.

The Medical Medical.
Museum.

The Ethnological Ethnological.
Museum.

The Pathological Pathological Pathological.
Museum. Building.

The Museum of Medical Building. History and practice of
Hyglene. hygiene.

The Rutherford Physics Building. Historical (experimental
Collection. phyeics).

The Geologiocal Mining and
Collection, Chemistry Building.Economic Geology.

The Botanicel Biological * Botaniecal.
Collection.

The Architectural Engineering Architectural (casts, etec.).
Collections.

The Gest Chinese University Library. Orlental objects.
Research Collection.

Tn addition to the above there is the Peterson Coln and Gem collectlon,
at present 1in store:

The Museum Laboratory in the Pathological Bullding also comes under
review, and,

The Biological Museum in Macdonald Agricultural College.




DESCRIPTION OF MUSEUMS

1. The MeCord National Museumn.

The McCord National Museum is housed in a building adjacent
to the campus, on the north side of Sherbrooke Street, erected
as & private house. Eleven rooms, the hall and passages are
occupied by the collections, end there is a small room used as an
office. The collections were presented to the University in 1919,
the donor, David Ross McCord, having been honorery Curator until
his death. Subject to certain life interests he bequeathed the
mejor part of his estate to the University "as an Endowment Fund
for the maintenance and development of the McCord National Museum".
The bequest has now taken effect, and though the annual revenue
now barely covers running expenses, it is, I understand, probable
that a large annual sum (estimated at 25,000 dollars) will in a
few (say five) years time, be available for the purposes named.
The 8o0llections conslet, in the words of the donor, of "articles ...
illustrative of the history and sociasl life of Canada" ..... It is
indeed a Canadian Historical Museum.

The Indian material is comprehensive, representing the western

tribes (and the Eskimo) as well as the easternm (Micmac, Iroquois,

Algonguin and Huron).

The historical meterial inceludes objecte illustrating the French

régime; the conquest of Quebee; the period of the American War of
Independence, and that of the War of 1812.

One room illustrates the activitles of the early Protestant
Churches of Canade and their missions; another those of the Early
Jesuit missions and the Roman Catholic Church in Canada. There
are also exhibit illustrating the work of the Aretic explorers
of Canada, and of the fur-treding companies.

There is also historical material relating to Europe.

At the time of my visit, a special exhibit (James MeGill

end his Times) and & loan exhibit (Waterecolours and Prints, lent




by Mr. R.W. Refford) were also on view.

The Museum is now managed on behalf of the University by e
Committee consisting of members of the staff of the University,
and others interested in the history of Canada and the preservation
of its monuments, presided over by the Prineipal of McGill
University and in his absence by the Chairman of the Committee,
¥Mr. W.D. Lighthall, K.C., Executor of the Donors Will.

The salaried staff consiste of Mrs., Warren, Asgsistant
Curator, and her assistant. Mr. E.L. Judah, Curator of Museums,
aocts as technical adviser. Professor T.W.L. MacDermot scts as
Secretary of the Museum, and has a seat on the controlling

committes.

2. The Peter Redpath Museun.

The Peter Redpath Museum, a dignified building in the
Neo-Greek style, situated between the University Library and the
Arte Building, was erected by the donor whose name it bears, and
handed over to the University in 1880, the Architects being
Hutchison and Steele.

Its immediate function was to house the palaeontological
collection made by the late Professor Dawson. It is the only
building in the University solely designed for Museum purposes.

It now contains, on three floors, & great variety of Museum
material, the most important collections being the palaeontological
the mineralogical, and the zoological. There are also special
collections -~ the Carpenter collection of mollusca, and the Lymen
entomological collection.

The Palaeontological Collection is in charge of Professor
J+«J+0'Neill, Director of the Department of Geoclogy, Dr. T.H. Clark,

Logan Professor of Palaeontology in this Department, being the
Curetor. The Zoological Collection is in charge of Professor

A, Willey, Strathcona Professor of Zoology. Professor R.P.D.

Greham, Professor of Mineralogy, is in charge of the Mineralogical




Collection. HMr. A.E. Winn is Curator of the Lyman Entomological
Collection. There is no expert conchologist at present on the

staff of the University, and the Carpenter collsction of mollusea

is looked after by Dr. Clark. I understand that the formal charge

of the building as a whole rests on the Department of Geology.
There were formerly a number of ethnographical specimens in the
Peter Redpath Museum, but as no Department in the Museum was
specially interested in them, the Museums Committes authorized
the Curator of Museums to remove them to the Mediecal Building
(q.v.) and to reorganize, relabel, and rearrange themn.

The salaried staff consists of Professor Clark (whose
Museum work - im palaeontology only - is regarded as part of his
offieial duties): Mr. Winn, for Entomology only, and Mr. S. Chambers,

Assistant Curator, with a janitor, a woman cleaner, and a boy.

The Palaeontological Collec§;g§: This is on the floor of the main

gallery, and occuples the greater part of this gallery. In addition
to a very wide range of vertebrate and invertebrate Palasontologieal
material chronologically arranged, there is an important
palasobotanic collection - "one of the best in North America™. The
skeletal casts of extinoct mammals are "odds and snds", but a

useful nucleus, as are those of secondary reptiles. The Ami
prehistoric collection in the vestibule, controlled by Professor
Clark, brings Man's story down to the Solutrsan phase of culture.

The Mineralogical Collection: This is arranged in a crowded group

of cases at the end of the main (Palaeontological) gallery,

The Zoological Collection: This, situated in the balcony above

the main hall, consists largely of casual gifts, and of accessions
from the former Natural History Soclety of Montreal. There is g
large series of Birds, and the (broader) south end of the balcony
1s packed with cases of mammals and memmsl skeletons so closely

as to permit only one person to pass between them at & time,

There are a few mounted Fishes; and on the staircase 1solated

groups of Birds.




The Carpenter Collection of Molluseca occuples one end of
this Gallery. The shells, closely packed in the exhibition cases,
are all named; there are also numerous drawers filled with specimens,

The Lyman Entomological Collection, principally of North
American insects of all orders, occupies & small room on the ground
floor, with its associated Library. It is continually being added
to. The Curator finds it very crowded and has to deposit some

cabinets in the basement.

3. The Library Museum.

The Library Museum is housed in a toplighted upper floor of
the new addition to the University Library.

It was created, and is controlled, by the University
Librarian, Dr. G.R. Lomer, with the technical assistance of the
Curator of Museums, Mr. E.L. Judah.

It contains in table and wall cases & series of exhibits
(inscribed clay tablets, papyri, MSS, and printed books) illustrating
the History of Writing and of the Book from the first mlllennium
B.C. (in Egypt and Babylonia)onwards. There are also some objects
from the Gest Chinese Collection (g.v.)

The University Librarien also maintains, in the gallery abowe
the Hall, an Exhibition Gallery in which special exhibits and groups
of objects of general interest are set out and changed from time to
time. Recent exhibits include: The work of William Blake: Fine
Bindings: Bookplates: Silhouettes: Childrens Books.

An alcove adjacent to the Entrance Hall of the Library is
utilized, by means of intermal lighting, as a display case for the
exhibit of items of topical interest, such as anniversaries and
events in the literary world. These are changed weekly. Recent

exhibits include: Barly Canadian Printing: the Schubert Cendenary:

Thomes Hardy: the new Poet Laureate: Designs by Leon Bakst:

Armistice Anniversary.




The Anatomical Museum.

The Medical Museum,

The Ethnological Museum.

These three lMuseums are on successive floors, of identical
plan, of the Museum annexe in the Strathcona (lMedical) Building.

They are under the general control of the Dean of the Medical

Faculty. Each is furnished with a set of modern metal-frame cases.

4. The Anatomical Museum. On the top floor. Controlled by Dr.

-

S«E+ Whitnall, Robert Reford

The collection is not intended
student. It is a teaching museum arranged to illustrate, in
connexion with the vertebrates, a variety of basie principles =~

e.%. of evolution, of function. The student learns the

gpplication of anatomical facté to general biological problems, and

exhibits illustrate the science of Anthropology from the struetural

- r

standpoint - the evolution of Man.

5. The Msdical Museum. On the first floor. Dr. Maude E. Abbott,

Agsistant Professor of liedicine, has been the Curator of the Museum
since 1908.

The Museum is an organized teaching and historical
collection. It 1is not intended for the public. It contains in
addition to the extensive and logically arranged seriss of medical
exhibits, an historical collection of specimens associated with
the teaching career of Sir William Osler, and the Casey Wood
collaction of drug and medicine contesiners. A scientific system
of registration and classification has been introduced and applied

to the Collection by Dr. Abbott.

6. The Ethnological Museum. On the ground floor. In charge of

Mr. B.L. Judah, Curator of Museums. It is open to the public.




o
On this floor there s=e collected the important Ethnological

material removed from the Peter Redpath Museum, together with
Ethnological material from other sources; mainly Canadian-Indian,
There is a very important loan collection of models of canoes of

the aborigines of North America, made by Mr. Adney; and the Garstang
loan eollection, illustrative of Egyptian culture through four
millennia. Certain unrelated medical museunm material also is in

a group of cases in the gallery. The lay-out of the ethnologilcal

material is geographical.

7. The Pathological Museum.

In a room in the Pathological Building. Controlled by
Professor Horst Oertel, Director of the Pathological Institute.
curatops Mr. E.L. Judah, Curator of Museums.

The collection of pathological specimens, in glasgs jars, is
a teaching, not a display collsction. It is regarded as a storehouse
in which all the objects are organized. labelled, and visible, and
so readily accessible. Dr. Osrtel considers that csertain material

in the National Museum is needed to complete it.

8. The Museum of Hygiene.

The Museum of Hygiene is controlled by Professor A.G. Fleming
Director of the Department of Public Health; the Curator is Dr. T.A.
Starkey, Strathecona Professor of Hygiene. It is situated in one
large room of the Medical Building.

The Museum is concerned with the History and Practice of
Hygiene. It contains actual specimens, and some models, illustrating
Heating, Lighting, Water Supply, sanitary appliances, Drainage, etec.
There are no cases, the material being set out on trestles or fixed
to rough partitions. Most of the specimens were donated. The

collection is used by the Department in the courses in Hygiene given

to Arts and Engineering Students.
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\ Descriptive Catalogue of the Museum (now out of print)
issued by Dr.

1~ -
:‘tarJ;QJ .

The Rutherford Collection [Experimental Physics].

This coltection is housed in the Physics Building, under
control of Professc \ «S

4

sor A.S. Eve, Director of the Department.
¥

consists of a number of objects and matsrials relating
to the discovery of Radium D E and F at MecGill Unive

also of equipment with which he carried out his researches.

These

are in a glass-fronted cupboard in th Secretary's offioce.

Geological Collection,

A room in the Department of Geology (in the Mining and
Chemistry Building) has been set aside for a collection illustrating
Economic Geology.

It is controlled by Professor J. 0'Neill, Head
of the Department.

& series of fairly good

1l1. The Botaniecal Collection.

This is a small collection in one room (the Library) of
the Department of Botany in the Biological Building. It is in the

charge of Professor F.E. Lloyd, head of the Department.,

The collection consists of a variety of objects illus~-

trating structural and economic botany placed in cases conveniently

for use in teaching, and an Herbarium of Canadian and exotic plants.

12. The Architectural Collection.

Professor R. Traquair, Head of the Department of

Architscture, has

athered together a serles of casts illustrating
the development of architecture and of architectural decoration,

and examples of metal work - to "illustrate the technical

possibilities of the material"™. These are all housed in his




Department in the Engineering Building, in a room used

drawing office. No s 1€ 2 t mede by the Univers:

for the acquisition of th llection, which is in constant use by
his students, and forms not a museum of casts (the monsy for this
has not been available), but in his own words "a teaching collection

of odds and ends"

1180\.4].01’1.

Agsociated with the important Gest Library of Chinese
Literature, which is an independent unit within the Unlversity
Library » under the charge of Dr. R. de Resillac~Roese, is a
miscellaneous collection of objects illustrative of the history of
writing, of Tibetan and Buddhistic culture, and of Chinese
decorative art, mostly of modern date. This collection is 1in part

in the very congested Library quarters, in part temporarily housed

in the Library Museum.

14. The Petersor

rsity, has
not been assigned to any Museum, but remains at present in the
charge of the Curator of Museums. It is in a cabinet, and comprises
the "best collectlion of Greek coins in Canada", as well as other
important groups, Roman, Anglo-Saxon, ete. A series of gems is

included.

15. The Museum Laboratory.

In the Pathological Building. Staff: E.L. Judah,
Curator of Museums: Joseph Giroux, Preparator.

The vor%_of the Laboratory is practically entirely
medical -Eghat mical, medical, and pathological specimens being
undertaken.

The Department also carries out wood and metal work, and

electrical work, for case~-fittings, frames, case lightling etc.




16. The Biological Museum, Macdonald Agricultural College.
The only Museum in the College is in the Biological
Building, and is controllsd by Dr. Brittain, entomologist. The
Museum room (of good size and well lighted) was furnished with
steel-framed cases d ' the architect in 1907, when the

College was built. ] a8 never been developed as g
g P

There is no Museum grant. The Museum, such as is, is a

teaching collection not open to the publie. The room is only

partly ococupied. It contains:-

An American Herbarium in good cabinets. The material covers the

whole Continent. In process of being organized. Number of sheets

not known.

A Collection of Insects. All the Orders that oceur in the Canadian

Faunal Zone are represented, and properly set up in Cabinets.

The majority ie named.

A few (German) models of Fungi, Mosses, Ferns, Flowering Plants.
Dr. Brittain has important teaching collections in his

labpratories which I do not regard as part of the Museum material.




THE CONTROL OF THE MUSEUMS

c it
As will have been —in Section Three of this Report, the

individual Museums are practically self-governing. Even the Peter
Redpath Museum in which unified control would seem inevitable,
houses four independent organizations. MNovement towards centraliza-~
tion has, however, begun. A General Museum Committee, was
appointed two years ago, under the Chairmesnship of the Prineipal,

in order to deal with matters of common interest and to make

plans for effective co-ordination. As a step in this direction, Mr.
E«.L. Judah, who was in charge of the Museum Laboratory, has been
appointed Curator of Museums. This title, howsver, is found on
examination to be misleading. The Curator's relations to the
Museums varies within the widest limits. In one (Ethnology) he is
in full control as Curator, in others he 1s welcomed, but as a
technical adviser not curator; in a third he hardly dares to set

(an official) foot.

That Mr. Judah should have accomplished what he hasg done,
placed in such an impossible situation, seems to an outside
observer %o be a tribute to his tact, good temper and technicsal
competeéia.

The position of the Museum Laboratory again, is difficult
for an outslde observer to understand until that of its controller,
Mr. Judah, is appreciated. It does not serve, as might be
expected, the whole group of the University Museums; it hardly
does more than deal with the material sent to it from the

Department of Pathology, and the hospital wards with which the

Department is associated. It is indeed under the control of the

Head of that Department, Professor Oertel,

(1) In justice to Mr. Judah, I ought to say that my estimate of
the situation is the result of my own observations, no complaint
regarding his office, having been made to me by him,




COMMENTS ON MUSEUMS

In the pages of the report which £follow there will be
adverse comments on certain aspects of the Museum service in the
University. I would first wish to say that, in my opinion, the
creation, maintenance, and development of the collections in
general, carried out as it has been largely without effective
financial support, and without much encouragement, reflects
great credit on past and present Heads of Departments and Curstors
(usually honorary) concerned: and no inadeguacies in respect of the
collections, which in certain cases exist, can wipe out the debt

which the UHiversity owes to these men and women for their services.

l. The McCord Museum. The McCord Museum contains the objects

given by lir. lMoCord, and others acquired subsequently. There is
a large number of priceless objects and valuable documents
illustrating the history of the settlement and development of
Canada. These form a magnificent nucleus for a great historical
Museum. It also contains (and exhibits) second-rate material of
this character, and some which is not properly "historieal". The
Indian material also is of two kinds: historical documents
illustrating the relations of the settlers to the natives (such as
certain wampum belts and chiefs medals), and purely ethnological or
archaeological objects (such as cradle boards or prehistoric pot~
tery).

So far as I can ascertain, no definite policy has been laid
down by the Committee. It is not clear whether the Museum is to
become a purely historical or a general Canadian Museum. There is,

I gather, no individual authorized to act as Director or Curator.
1

Yhe Museum is overerowded with exhibits, many of which are

G iA_Fnot well arranged. The rooms are small, and the bullding is quite

unsuiteble for its present use. It is not and can hardly be

rendered, fireprootf.




The exhibits, though dealing with objeects of equal
interest to both English-speaking and French—speaking inhabitants
of the City and Provingce, arse labelled in English only.

There is no Guide to the Collections other than a cyclostyled

sheet.,

The manner in which the Museum is organized does not seem

oelio~ u. 5 peel ' =

to permit of effectiv%k?rrangement or of control of purchases,

2e The Entomological Collection is

well looked after. Part of the Palascontological Collection has
been overhauled by Professor Clark, who exhibits a good case
entitled "What is a fossil?", end has built up an adequate

teaching exhibit out of the Ami prehistoric collection. Some of the
mineral cases rearranged by Professor Graham are instructive and
intereeting,

Generally speaking, however, the character and condition
of exhibited material in the Peter Redpath Museum isg unsatisfactory,
and discrédits the University which owns and controls it, I
understand that though the Museum is open to the public, the
numbers who enter are not great. This must be considered
fortunate, under the circumstances. Case after case in the
Paleontological series contains material, ill-labelled, 11]1-
arranged, with numerous duplicates. Many cases have pProbably not
been touched for forty years. 1In any rearrangement it is Probable
that one-half of the material could be relegated to storage. The
absence of any stratigraphical material in this geological museum
ls remarkable.

The Carpenter Collection of Mollusca is not suitable
for public exhibition without drastic reduction. I doubt 1f suech
e Bhdli-~geries entirely dissociated from any study of the animals
that created and inhabited them, is of any use; any purpeee the
collection as a whole might serve could well be met by pPlacing it

in cabinets (drawers) accesslible to students. The nomenclature ig,




I am informed, not up

though Professor Graham assures me
in reserve which ought to be on view.

In the Zoological Collections there is much duplication
end much material that should be eliminated. Elements of the
Colleetion, such as those on the staircase, were, I understend,
gifts to the University which it was ™nobodys business to refuse".
The Labelling is not adequate; ' is no real guidance for visitor
or student. Much of the Material is in no scientific order.
survey of this collection is a depressing experience. It is
evident that no one has for years taken any interest in it, and
it has never, as a whole, been subjected to seientifie serutiny
with a view to the illustration of the principles or significance
of Zoology, and I doubt whether at present it serves any useful

purpose in the University.

Though the Museum has been in existence for fifty years,

no Department in it i es any guide, catalogue, pamphlet or other

IQAElrimuA) ; ﬁT{)uulﬁaE :
S1TOYrS.

Since the Peter Redpath Museum containe all its original

e~fittings practically unaltered, and since its collections for
the most part represent Museum technigue as it was in the
nineteenth century, it forms a remarkably complete and unususal
eXample of conservetism and inertia in this educational field.
It would be improper and unfair to blame individuals; the Museum
is the victim of a vicious cirecle. No one is paid to manage, and
practically no one is paid to work in the Museum, and it is
therefore no one's business to see that its requiremente in
staff, material and money are met. It is starved, cannot develop,
and so has passed to a large extent out of the active life of the
University.

The revolution wrought by Professor Clarke in a small




ortion of it in a short time, hampersc is by other duties and
bsence of the i 1 assistance which a curator has a right to
expect, shows what could be done if the University were to provide
the necessary encouragement and support. The palasontological
material is of high value and importance, and though the
zoological materia is inadequate as fered from neglect,
is generally recognized sghat no
a properly organized collection

The Peter Redpath Museum has no lighting
not fireproof. Its cases cannot be remade to meet modern require~

ments. The problem it esents 1ls therefore & difficult one (p.

3+ The Library Museum: The Library Museum is a new Museum.

The cases are well-designed, the material set out in a2 logical and
attractive manner with informative and interesting labels. Many of
the exhibits are in themselves of the greatest importance - Oee
Newton's Opticks, 1704, with his own corrections; and John Locke's
Essay, 1690, with notes in his own hand - but it is the emphasis
laid on the Book as the vehicle of history, and on the methods
employed through three millennia in order to perpetuate man's
thought and action, which makes the whole exhibit greater than

any one of its parts. It is an excellent example of up-to-date
Museum technique. Some aspects of the collection - e.g. medieval
IS5 = ocould be expanded with advantage; the present room is too
small. It is also very inconveniently situated for the admission of
the public.

The Library Museum, with the Exhibition Gallery, forms a
valuable, interesting and necessary extension of Library service.
The Gallery seems, in a crowded building, to be particularly well
utilized, as it is unsuited for the use of readers.

The alcove exhibit in the Hall is excellent. It is to be

regarded as an example of the "educational work which a properly

equipped library museum ought to carry on", in the view of the

University Librarian. I agree.




1

surprise that these important
ich materially help to make the University

and vital educational forece for the general

i1

as well as the University, are "dependent almost entirely

upon denations of material and money"™ and that no funds are
provided from University sources. All the mechanical work of
preparation and arranging of exhibits (in addition to the

technical) falls on the Librarian and his

The Anatomical Museum: This Museum,

is suitable for its purposs. 16 exhibits are
up, well-arranged and labelled. e backgrounds of the
cases might be improved to eliminate reflection. The anthropolog-
ical ezhibits should form an admirable nucleus for an Anthropolog~
ical Museum. The collection in general is, I understand, not
likely to expand beyond the limits of the space at present

available.

5. The Medical Museum: 8 M n is well-arranged and

labelled, showing a very sound technique. The backgrounds of
the otherwise excellent cases might be improved. The scope and
function of the Medical Museum does not appear to be clearly
defined. Much of the teaching, as opposed to the historical,
material formerly in the Museum has been transferred to the
Pathological Museum, but a good deal remains. Thus the spheres of
activity of the Medical and Pathologlcal Museums respectively

and it would be well if this definition ecould be
brought about. It has been suggested to me that the Collection
and exhibition of medical material of special use to the eliniecian
such as the models of skin diseases now exhibited, might be
extended.

The Museum collections are expanding, under the

competent control of Dr. Abbott. For the system of claessification,




gee Abbott M.E.,

6. The Ethnolo Museum: 'he exhibits in this Museum are

well-arranged and effectively labelled, and form a good educational
geries which should be of great interest to the student and the
general public. The whols represents a valuable collection of
Indian objects of the pr ic and historic psriods, including
fine basketry, with enough anthropological material from other
sources to form the basi f a general Ethnological Museum. lany
additions are di 0 the zea f the curator. The
acquire the unique collsction
the study of technigue in a par
industry can extend and correct the literary evidence bearing on
the location, relationships and migrations of tribes; and which also
shows how the modern Cesnadian canoe was evolved under Buropean
influence. The models are all to scale, and beautifully wrought.
ollection would eneourage the study of
ethnology which MeGill 7 ought, and in
Itscloss would, to the same degree,
the development of this research.
Egyptian (loan) collection (carefully

whole Dynastic period 4000-300 B.C.), the

and Carthaginian objects,are useful and

interesting

7. The Pathological Museum: The cases in this Museum are
- ]

designed for the purpose, and are execellent. Mounting and
arrangement of the specimens show an advanced technique. There

considered to be ample room for expansion.

8. The Museum of Hygiene: This Museum 1§ for students, and is not

suitable for the admission of the general public.
he collection occupies only part of the room, the rest

cud

(one~third of the whole) having been recently boarded off and used




instruction of the Dean of
the building.
a case here for friendly accommodation

o

should not bs sacrificed.

nee, will increase in historiecal importance
g0 by, and should be properly and
Department, for the inspi

of students.

time to time be acquired by the

The Geological Collection: The artificial lighting of the

in which this collection is placed needs improvement; the

eramped,

There is no one at present working

on, or interested in 5 Herbarium material. The collection as a
whole cannot, I think, properly be described as a Museum, even in
embryo; Professor Lloyd informs me that he has no present intention

of developing it.,

12 The Architectural Collection: This teaching collection

contains many interesting, important and unusual pieces. It is
unsultably and inadequately housed. It forms the nuclaus of what
might, under favourable conditionsg, become an important
Architectural Museum. Such a Museum is needed in lMontreal. In any

case 1t ought, in the service of the School of Architecturs to

be extended and the gaps filled up.
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3. The Gest Ct 36 Rese: h G 59 The best use for this

collection (after sett ' aglde what i1s needed to 1llustrate the

History of the Book in the Library lMuseum) is to provide loeal

colour for the Chinese Library It is probably not of a character

I am informed (by one of those

of the Laboratory is very competent.
All that g seen confirms this. The Preparator shows
evidence of that capacity for improvization which is the mark of a
highly skilled laboratory man.
The accommodation of the Laboratory is limited, barely
sufficient for the present needs of the Department. The Curator,

for example, has no private room. A ten-day summer course in

Medical lMuseum technigue, arranged by the Curator, the syllabus of

which is before me, illustrates the vigour with which the
epartment is conducted. The 1930 course was attended by
graduates from eight American Institutions. No grant was made

: ; |
by the University for the expenses of this course.

16, The Biological liuseum, Macdonald Agricultural College: This

offers great possibilities for development as a Museum of Agri-
cultural Botany and Zoology, and the question of organizing such

a development should be considered.




GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The collections examined fall into four groups,
(a) Those which are suitable for the admission of the general
public, and to which indeed the public now have access.

The McCord Museum,

The Ethnological Museumn,

The Library Museum,

The Peter Redpath Museum,
(b) The Medical Museums (of Anatomy, of Medicine and of

y Pathology), to two of which the public
have limited access,

(e) Departmental Museums or teaching collections, not at present
intended for the admission of the general public,

The Museum of Hygiene,

The Museum of Economic Geology,

The Architectural Collection,

The Botanical Collection,

The Gest Chinese Collection,

(d) The Biological Museum at Macdonald College.

Observations and Recommendations bearing on Group (a) Museums

The most important from the point of view of this Report is
Group (a). The Museums in this group contain unique, valuable and
important material for teaching and research within the University,
and for the instruction of the general public.

The Group (a) Museums are not used for the purposes indicated
as fully as they should be, because they are (1) difficult of
access (Ethnology and “ibrary Museums), (2) archaic (Peter Redpath)
or (3) inconvenient and over-crowded (McCord).

The lack of appreciation of the value of Museum Service
in the University is illustrated by the absence from the old-
established Museums of any pamphlets or guides for the
information or instruction of Members of the University or t
public, |

The co-ordinating authority in respect of the Group (a)

Museums is weak and inadequate, the controlling authority do

not appear to function.




The remarkable development of Museum technique in recent

years in all civilized countries; the realization of the importance

of Museums in the educational scheme, as providing aT avenue to
1)

knowledge which cannot be secured by any other means y throws

2

into high relief the backwardness of McGill University public //

Museums and renders it imperative that steps should be taken éb

provide a remedy.

The absence of an adequate public museum service in the
City o Montreal places on licGill University, by reason of its
historic and important position in the cultural 1life of the city
and district, and its possession of so much Museum material, the

duty of doing its utmost to provide such a service.

It is today more than ever important that McGill University
should use every effort to confirm and extend its links with
the 1life of the City and Province, to demonstrate the value and
importance of the cultural services which it can render to the
comunity, to show that knowledge is an avenue to better, fuller
and happier living, to improve facilities for self-education of
the adult as well as the education of the young. Today more
important than before, because the shortening of the hours of
labour of the great majority of people, and the existence of
unemployment, have given leisure to thousands unaccustomed to it,
and incapable without guidance of using its opportunities to good
advantage. It is relevant to point out that t here is an over-
whelming need for benefactions to maintain the efficiency of, and
to secure the development of, the University; and that nothing is

better calculated to encourage such benefactions than the exten$ion

(1) Our educational systems were first based on classwork and
book-work; then, when learning by listening was shown to be
inadequate, craftwork was introduced - learning by doing. The third

phase is just opening out; we are being taught how to observe, to
analyse our impressions; we are learning by seeing. In this last
phase Museums are essential.




of the work of the University in a sphere which, as all men can see,
benefits the community without its walls as much as that within.

The possession of (1) the National Collection of the McCord
Museum with its priceless historical material covering the whole
of Canadian history; (2) of the Canadiana in the University
Library; (3) of the Canadian-Indian collections in the Ethnological
Museum, enable the University to illustrate the prehistory and histo
of the Province of Quebec in particular and of Canada in general, ’
Furthermore, material in the Redpath Museum forms an excellent
basis for the illustration of the geology of Canada, and its

fauna,

Again, the general Historical, Ethnological, Zoological and
Geological collections provide comparative material which is
needed for the student in these fields,

The reorganization of the University Public Museums

I._'
necessitates bringing the prehistoric and historic oollectiou_q,

together as far as is practicable, and making them readily
accessible to the public. But since the McCord Museum is

manifestly unsuitable, and the Ethnological Museum difficult of

/

8ccess and since both are too small, a new Museum Building isﬁ/
/
absolutely and urgently necessary, ‘

This new Museum building should be sited in a prominent
position visible and accessible from a convenient traffic centre,
The site indicated is somewhere at the lower end of the campus,
(on or adjacent to Sherbrooke Street); a very suitable location
would be on the tennis courts between the Library and the McCord
building.

The Museum building shouldé be designed to contain pPrimarily

the McCord and the Ethnological Collections. But no Museum Plansg;

for the future are adequate that merely aim at the improved /

§

/]
housing of the existing organized collections of the University.'l

These are the result of haphazard growth and are, therefore,

illbalanced. Nothing less than the illustration of the History




of Man in Canada illuminated by & summary survey of Man's history in

general, should be attempted; into such a sylthesis the History

of the Book and of Record-Keeping (the Library Museum) will
naturally fit, and valuable nuclei presenting other facets of
general history exist in the series illustrating the Evolution

of Man in the Anatomical Museum; that illustrating Palaeolithic
Man in the Museum of Paleontology (Peter Redpath Museum); the
Garstang Egyptian (loan) collection and other historical material
from Greece and Carthage now in the Ethnological Museum: the

Peterson Collection of Coins,

These proposals involve the resumption by the University of

effective control over the disposition of the collections V4

belonging to it, whether these are Departmental or general. /ﬁ
The haphazard development of the collections has resulted in
disharmony 1pdg;ggg;bpt;qnmgh}gnﬂguﬂtmhamoqrnacted. I am
conQI;;;£m£hat though some inconvenience may temporarily be caused
to certain Departments, they, as well as the University in
general, will benefit by a development which will bring isolated
groups of ﬁuseum objects into a systematic and organized whole,
The problem of the Peter Redpath Museum and its collections
in connection with this scheme has yet to be dealt with,
Though drastic elimination of redundant and second-rate material
would relieve the existing congestion, the bullding cannot be
regarded as adequate for the permanent housing of the
Palaeontological, Mineralogical and Zoological collections, and it
provides no adequate workroom, reserve and storage accommodation
for these collections or for the student collections
(Entomological and ConchSiogidal). Suppose it were decided to
leave all the Geological material in the Museum in view of its
asgsociation with Sir William Dawson, and to remove all the

Zoological material to the new Museum Building which is

envisaged; werare still faced with a serious difficulty - the




building is not fireproof, the wooden cases are unsuitable and
dust-collecting. Reorganization of an important collection with
a view to development in an environment which presents potential
danger to its very existence, ought not to be considered.

I understand from Mr.E,L,Judah that a provisional estimate
for rendering the Peter Redpath bulilding completely fireproof,
has been obtained; it is 2200,000. Even if such a sum could be
obtained, it would surely be better spent on a new building.
Furthermore, the alterations would involve the destruction of the
existing internal architectural features, This would be a pity.
The Museum, an elaborately decorated late "Neo-Classical"™ structure,
has its faults; nevertheless it stands out as the most scholarly,
the most distinguished, the most beautiful building in the
University, in a finely chosen position which gives an air of
Athenian dignity to the Campus, hinting, most fittingly, at the
ultimate dependence of the University 8pirit upon the Greek
tradition, It is an historic document, marking a phase in cultural
evolution as expressed in architecture, as well as a thing of
beauty. Its 1solation should be preserved (it could not be added
to without ruining it), and its original character, whether

inside or out should be carefully cherished.

building as a Natural History Museum be given up., The future

I recommend therefore that the use of the Peter Radpath
4£sa

of the building is discussed later (para. 42).

My view, that the best course to take would be to provide
accommodation in the new Museum Building for the Zoological and
Palaeontological collections raises the same problems of policy
as did the collections concerned with Man., Are we to be content
in the field of Natural History to perpetuate the 1ill-balanced
character of the collections, due to chance and individual
idiosyncrasy? If not, what is to.be the aim? It is, I venture

to think, obvious,




The presentation of Geology (palaeontology and mineralogy)
should be broadened by the introduction of stratigraphical exhibits,
primarily Canadian; the Zoological collections must be reconstructed
on & broad basis; and place must be found for a Botanical Museum
in which the flora of the Dominion, both from its systematic and its

ecological sides should be adequately illustrated. It is

f
remarkable that no adeguate Herbarium of native plants exista{in

the City of Montreal and that no attempt is being made in t@é
University to develop the nucleus it possesses, l

Thus my Scheme envisages a Museum in which the study of
Man and his activities in Canada leads outwards to the study of
Man and his activities in general; and in which the study of
Man's environment in Canada (the rocks and minerals especilally,
and then the animals, the trees and flowers) leads outward to the
study of the world environment of the human race,

I believe that sufficient financial support for such a
concept, supported as it is by most valuable museum material which
will go a long way towards its realization, will be found in the
city of Montreal, It is not my province to make detailed
recommendations concerming the Museum Building, but I think that
it should not be less than seven stories high (one each for the
three natural sciences, one for Man in Canada, one for the history
of Man in general and one in which Man as a record-keeper is
studied; one for administration. There should be reserve, storags,
and study rooms on every floor. It should be linked by a covered
passage with the Library if the site permits. It should be of
the simplest architectural character externally, and interlorly
free from all decorative detail (attention should not be
distracted from the exhibits), It should be well 1lit at night on

the facade facing Sherbrooke Street, with its name and the hours

of opening to the public., It should be fitted with dustproof

exhibition cases,




The scheme that I have envisaged (or any scheme of

unification) cannot be created or maintained without the provision

of a competent whole~time officer in full control of the University
< — }{..

Museum for which he is responsible; in a position perscnally to 5
propose, explaln and defend his policies before the appropriate

executive body of the University. The Directgg.of Universiﬁx

lMuseums should have precisely the same privileges, salary and
status as the University Librarian; he will occupy an analogous
position; the services rendered by each are complementary, and both
are extra-Departmental.

I think it will be admitted that, Speaking generally,
Departmental control of Public Museums, associated as it is with
Honorary Curatorship, is not satisfactory. Brilliant exceptions
occur; they are to be seen in the McGill Museums, but the system:

fails to maintain consistent development - Museum technique is a

specialist's. job. I would, therefore, urge that no Museum
collection, not now under Departmental control, should be placed
under such control, and that whereever practicable, public Museums
be transferred from Departmental control to that of the Director
of Museums,

Thus, the McCord Museum and the Ethnological Museum together
with hitherto isolated groups of related museum material (see
para 13) should be placed under the directrcontrol of the Director

of Museums, and the Head of the Department of Zoology may not be

averse to being relieved of direct responsibility for recreating
the Museum of his Department. The new Museum of Botany, when its
creation is found possible, should be under direct control, the
existing Botanical collection being left in the Department as a
teaching collection,

It is emphasized that the Public Museums contain collections
primarily forméd for the service of the University; and it should

be laid down for the guidance of the Director of Museums that in

the arrangement of the collections and in his administrative




arrangements, the needs and convenience of professors, lecturers,

and students of McGill University should receive careful consider-
ation; and that he be authorized temporarily to exclude the public
if desired, from any gallery in which instructional work is being

carried on,

The labelling of Canadian historical material, and Guides
dealing therewith, should be carried out or published in both
English and French, Guides to all Collections to which the public
are admitted should be prepared.

It is essential that the Director of HMuseums should be a

man of sound scholarship in some one branch of human knowledge,

and that he should have had experience of Museum work, The former

qualification_igkparticularlyhimpppﬁ%pt, having regard to.his
duties and to his reiéfions both direct and indirect with
Departmental heads and their staffs.

While he will be able to call upon expert advice within
the University in respect of all branches of Natural History, there
is lacking in the University any organized anthropological study.
Since he will have important ethnological and historical material
in his charge, I recommend that an Ethnologist or Anthropologist
be looked for(l). It is not necessary that he should have, prior
to appointment, detailed knowledge of Canadian ethnology. Falling
a man with these qualifications, I suggest an Hlstorian or

Archaeologist.

It is essential that the Director should be appointed/7

(1) It is very important that the Canadian-Indian material in the
possession of the University should be properly and scientifically
gtudied and extended, and that is why I press for an Ethnologist

as Director. This most interesting indigenous civilization with
its remarkable transport alds - canoe, snowshoe and toboggan - its
fine basketry, its striking philosophy of life, profoundly
influenced_the European settler, being influenced in turn by
European ideas; the action and interaction thus developed could
vividly be shown in a Museum, In addition to models, room should
be provided for originals, especially of the birchbark cgnoe;
Montreal's position on the great system of waterways renders the
illustration of water transport in Canada of first importance. The
collections should be developed to illustrate native Indian culture
areas, an? the gaps, which such a reorganization would demonstrate,
fiTTed up; the arrangement must be scientific rather than aesSthetic,




before the projected Museum building is planned or built, in order
(1) that his experience may be available for the Building Committes,
and (ii) that his views as to requirements may receive consideration.

There should be an Assistant Director of Museums who is

primarily a technician, He should be in charge of the Museum
Laboratory which should be controlled by the Museum organization
instead of (as at present) by the Department of Pathology, and ?ﬁ
should also be responsible, under the Director, for care and ﬁ?
maintenance, finance and the service staff.

The accommodation of the Museum Laboratory should be extended.
Provision might be made for it in the basement of the New Building.
The staff should be enlarged to include a Taxidermist. The
efficiency of this ﬁ@boratory Justifies its use in a wider field

of service than at present, The summer courses in medical museum

et iR e
technique, organized by Mr.Judah should be conti ued, and should

-
prove of value in extending the influence of MeGill University

throughout the Continent and if extended, in training young men
for salaried posts in the reorganized University Museum,

Financial provision for the maintenance of public Museums
should be granted through the Museums Commi ttee,

No purely honorary curatorships should be permitted in the
public museums of McGill, Heads of Departments, eg. the University
Librarian, which have exhibited collections under Departmental
control in the University Museum should appoint Curators - normally,
members of their staffs, Provision for payment, however small, of
such curatorship should be made by the Museum administration, and
in respect of his Museum work the Curator should be under the contro
of the Director of Museums: he should conform to any instructions
designed to bring about or maintain uniformity of labelling, of
registration etc. but he should have a reasonable freedom in the
arrangement and extension of his collections to suit the needs
both of his Department and of the public,

The provision of staff for the Director in respect of




collections under his direct control will be determined by their
development and the financial situation.
There shall be a Ehblic Museum Committee (on which the

Principal shall be Chairman and the Director of Museums Secretary)

which shall have the same authority as, and similar functions to,

the Library Committee.

Group (b) Museums

The Group (b) Medical Museums (of Anatomy, of Medicine and
Pathology) are highly specialized; they are not, speaking generally,
suited for the admission of the general public; they form a united
group representing aspects of one science; they are modern in
equipment, and are highly efficient,

This being 80, it seems unwise to interfere with the

existing organization of control by the Medical Faculty. But the

Faculty should take measures to define the "spheres of influenc
of the Pathological and the Medical Museums respectively (see f. ).
Assuming that the control of the Museums Laboratory which

now serves the Medical Museums passes into the hands of the

Director of Museums (para.26); it is important that its functio:Z?

in relation to the Medical Museums should be deflned. I sugges
that such rights as these museums enjoy at present should be
maintained; but since services should be associated with
representation, that the Director of Museums should have a seat
on any Committee which the Faculty may appoint in order to
co-ordinate the activities of these museuns,

The Faculty will, I hope, find it possible in the interests
of the University as a whole, to agree to the transfer to the
Public Museum, when built, of the anthropological material
suitable for public exhibition, now in the Anatomical Museum,

It is probable that the ground floor of the Strathcona
Museum when it is vacated by Ethnology could be well utilized by

the Medical Museum: this matter should be dealt with by the Faculty

or 1ts Committee.




Group (c) Museums and Teaching Collections

These offer great variety of character; some are organized
and may properly be classed as small specialized museumsj; others
are collections of "odds and ends"™ servicable and necessary for
teaching purposes, I see no advantage to the University in
bringing these into a unified scheme, or in centralizing work
comnected with them, as things are at present. They do not,
generally speaking, contain material of high value or importance.
The growth of any such collecticns, or changes in their
character may, however, at any time render it desirable to bring

then into the Public Museum scheme,

I therefore recommend that:-~ The Director of'yusaums shall

take no cognizance of the Group (¢) Museums or Teaching

collections, nor shall the Departmental controllers of such
have any claim on the services of the Museum Laboratory; but,

the Director shall endeavour to assist such whenever possible,

It shall be, however, open to the Director of Museums or to

the Head of the Department concerned, at any time to place
proposals before the Public Museums Committee for the transfer
of a Group (c) Museum or teaching collection to the status of a

"Departmental Museum recognized by the Public Museums Committee"

The Director of Museums shall exercise a certain amount of

control over Departmental Museums thus transferred, But the
control shall be much more limited than that over the Public
Museums. He shall be charged by the University with the duty
of seeing that the Museums are properly looked after, and the
accessions registered in a manner uniform with that existing in
the University Museum, Each Head of a Department controlling
such a Museum shall appoint a Curator or Honorary Curator who
shall be the person with whom the Director shall establish
direct contact and whom he shall help in connexion with matters

reserved to his authority. The Curator will have a right to




elaim assistance from the University Museum Laboratory (g.v.),
and from funds at the disposal of the Public Museums Committee.

It should also be recognized that in the best interests of
the University, it may be found desirable to transfer a
Departmental Museum of Group (c¢) whether recognized or
unrecognized, to the status of a University Public Museum,
The Architectural collection for example, is likely to become
an organized Museum suitable for the instruction of the Public.
Provision for such transfer should be made, proposals to be
initiated either by the Professor concerned, or by the Public
Museums Committee.

Transfers and loans shall from time to time be made at the
discretion of the authorities concerned between Public Museums

and Groups (b) and (c¢) Museums,

Group (d): Macdonald College.

The Head of Macdonald College should be consulted as to
the disposal of the @uplicate zoological material in the Peter
Redpath Museum., I understand that such material would be
welcomed by members of the staff, The Director and the Museum
Committee should consider after consultation with the Head and
the biological staff of Macdonald College, and with zoologists

on the staff of McGill, whether it would not be in the best

interests of entomological studies in the University, to . é/

transfer the Peter Lyman Collection and its Curator to Hac% 1ald

College, Geographical considerations suggest that the

Blological Museum should retain its independent status, but

contact should be established by providing that the Director

of Museums should sit on any Committee which controls that Museum.
The rapidity with which the change over to mechanized

agriculture is taking place in eastern Canada emphasizes the

importance of forming in the College an Agricultural Museum, in

which the agricultural equipment of farms in the province of




Quebec characteristic of the 19th century (and earlier) should
be collected and arranged, and its interest, technical and
historical, explained by means of labels and guides. This

should not cost a great deal to collect today: obsolescent

material is always a drug on the market — but it will be of the
highest interest and value tomorrow. A barn or big shed would

serve to house the material until the amount collected Justifies
the erection of a Museum. The Museum should be of interest and

educational value to the general public, and the Director of

Museums should be invited by théiCollege authorities to
collaborate in its creation and development,

The Peter Redpath Building

There remains the question of the Peter Redpath Building,

A worthy use can be found for this, building which meets allgfﬂ

difficulties. It is to hand it over as a home for the

Department of Architecturs.

(1) This Department needs more room: (2) It is not fittingly

housed in the ZIngineering Building on the Science side; for
Architecture is an art not a craft. Placed on the west side

of the Campus between the Library and the Arts Building, it
would occupy its proper and-significant place. (B3) The floor of
the main Gallery of the Museum bullding would allow for the
proper exhibition, and the extension into a state of organized
completeness when money is available, of the Casts Collection.

Such & collection is in its nature replaceabls (if insured),

and a fire-proof building is not essential,

The bays of the Gallery (with the cases removed) could be
fitted with tables for draughtsmen; the fixed cases on the
balcony could be used for the smaller objects included in the
teaching collection, There is ample accommodation for the Staff
of the Department on the ground floor, and the necessary
expenditure on lighting the building, reconditioning it, removal

of cases, modernizing its accommodation, etc: should not be more




than $15-20,000, I have reason to believe that this sum could be
obtained for the purpose from private sources, It will not escape
observation that if financial provision is made to develop the
architectural cast collections into an organized museum
collestion, it should not be difficult to provide for the
admission of the public without undue interference with the work
of the School. £

Work which might be undertaken Iimmediately:

McCord Museum. The eritical examination and weeding out of the

whole of the McCord Collection, This could be undertaken by

the Hon,Secretary of the Museum Committee, the University

Librarian, and the Curator of Museums, acting jointly. Indian

material should be noted as (i) historical or (ii) ethnological.
The preparation of a pamphlet on the collections by the

same group, for the instruction and guidance of visitors, to be

sold at say 10 cents,

There are historical documents of secondary importance on
exhibition at McCord, and documents, prints, etc., of primary
importance for the history of Canada in the University Library.

In reorganizing the McCord Collections the resources of both in

this connexion should be pooled: reserve material from McCord

(1)
should be stored in the Library, and the best from both exhibited

in the McCord Museum, Documents required for instructional
purposes can be temporarily withdrawn to the Library when needed,

Peter Redpath Museum: The weeding-out and reorganization of the

palasontological collections in the Peter Redpath Museum should

be continued, and a collection illustrating stratigraphical
geology begun,
CO-OPERATION AND AFFILIATION

(A) Co~operation with other Museums in Montreal:

1, The Art Association of Montreal: In my proposals for the future

(1) Photostats in certain exceptional cases.




wsibie

development of the Art Gallery and Museum, I have suggested the
appointment of a full-time paid Director: failing which, that the

Association should approach the Universgity Authorities with a view

to the Director of Museums becoming their Adviser. The friendly
relations at present existing between those interested in Museum
work at McGill University and at the Art Gallery are of value;

they should be continued and extended, The two institutions are

complementary, and I recommend that any movement (should such

arise) towards creating in the University an Art Gallery,or Museum

of the Arts and Crafts, similar to those controlled by the
Assoclation should be discouraged. The two institutions can
help each other by cross-loans of objects which may respectively
from time to time come into their hands, and the Director of
Museum should be empowered to make such loans r—also-—para. 55 .

2. The Chateau de Ramezay: In my proposals for the rearrangement

and reorganization of the collections of the Archaeological and

Numismatic Society in the Chateau de Ramezay, I have suggested

that the Curators should concentrate on

(1) Canadian historical and social meterial in general,

(ii) French-Canadian Folk material,

(111)Ethnological material of the Province of Quebec,

(iv) Coins in general.

I have recommended that such specimens as they possess of
northern and western Indian tribes and Eskimo might be placed on
loan in the Ethnological section of the (Reconstructed) Museum
at McGill. I hope that if my suggestion is adopted, some means
of reciprocation may be found. I also recommend that McCord
and the Chateau should never bid against each other at auctions,
but make friendly arrangement,

I do not think it wiser to go further than is here
suggested in the direction of avoiding overlap. Montreal is a
very large and wealthy city and ought to be able to support two
Museums collecting historic objects and material; with the more

ease in that one naturally attracts the interest and generosity

of the French element of the population, the other that of the




English, I am assured that there are still in private possession
in Montreal, sufficient historical objects and materials for both
museums to become adequately representative, No one Museum, anyway,
wante or should have everything - indigestion is inevitable.

It is, of course, of the highest importance that two
institutions whose collections overlap so much should maintain
constant contact. I think this contact, under the circumstances,
had better be informal, as it is at present. It 1s gratifying to
observe that the Curator of Museums at McGill is inclose and most
friendly touch with thé Curators at the Chateau.

Affiliation

A Survey of School and College Museums in the neighbourhood of
Montreal convinces me that a scheme of affiliétion, whereby curators
of these Museums can ontain help and advice in the maintenance and
improvement of their collections, and can meet their fellow curators
at least once a year in a Summer School, would be warmly welcomed.
The scheme should, if possible, be fostered by the authorities of the
University, of the Art Gallery and of the Chateau de Ramezay, acting
jointly; and the Summer School (2-3 days) might be held in turn at
each of these institutions. It is in extra-mural services that close
collaboration between these Institutions can most easily be
undertaken, I should be glad to advise in detail on such a scheme

if desired. But 1t should await intra-mural reorganization,

EPILOGUE

— e we——

These proposals based on a necessar?{basty, but I hope

thorough survey, may in some respects be unécceptable owing to my
inability to apprehend correctly the circumstances in one
particular case, or to appreciate all the factors involved in
another; but I hope that the views I have expressed on the problems
submitted will in their broader eutlines be regarded as
satisfactory, providing a workable scheme which will prométe

efficiency and prove advantageous to the University.




THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS
HEADQUARTERS AT THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
WASHINGTON, D. C.

10%2

June 29,

Sir Arthur Currie,

A2 T T 3 - 1+
MeGill University,

Montreal, Canada

C

Dear Sir:

the request of E, L. Judah, Esq., we are glad
to send you Chapter XXII (Recent Progress and Condition of
Museums) from the Biennial Survey of Education in the

United States for 1928~19: I hope that you will find

this bulletin

Sy

\

?he Association™
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY
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GOvERNMENT HoOUSE,
OTTAWA .

Office of the Secretary
to the Governor-General

My dear

xc¢ellency wishes me to thank you
for the Survey of the lMuseums of MeGill University,

whieh you have kindly sent with your letter of larch

5th.

very truly

—

/;_..34{&1 S
e

,ff:x\w

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,
MeGill University,
MONTREAL.,




Montrea

Dear Si:

Thank

the Survey of MceGill

I have

y & - _— o 3
fours very sincerely,




Dear Sir:-

In acknowledgement of the Survey of McGill Un: sity Museums,
I have no doubt you have sent copies of that exeellent report to at
lea t all the chief libraries and museums of Canada and :?g Unitﬁd States.
If not, I suggest that this be done,

En passant Dr. Fox fa led to draw attention to the fundament-
al fact tha¥ tThe institution tb s filled to overflowing wi th needs of
all kinds and dares talk about thfm out loud is alive and progressive;
ed body is dead or dying. By hammering away sbout
S, especially at the alumni of the University, even

to
he completely satisfi
our urgent requiremen
adequate Library and Museum buildings will somehow or other be provided =
espetially when times improve., That is not a prophecy; it is a truism
based on experience

t

In this connection I wish to refer to the coin collection

e

bed in the accompanying paper. Perhaps you already know about it,
Alver three years of pretending to examine the Gampola "find" and for
various (?) reasons doing nothing, the British Museum expert Allan and
an Oxford authority (recommended to me by Professor Vogel of Leiden)
returned the collection. Doubtless the affairs of a "colonial college"
did not interest these high and mighty personages. I then did what I
should have done at first - I forwarded it to the American Numismatie
Society in New York who are now engaged in making the desired examination.
They have just jnotified me that in am'month or two they will be able to
Publish the results of their investigations.

o

I intend to give some of the duplicates to the Colombo Museum
and some to the New York Society. I would like to deposit the remainder
of this quite unlqu¢ collection (with a full report upon it) in MeGill,
but I presume that if I do it will have to be"stored", as there seems po
Toom properly to display it. What would you advise?

Sincerely yours,

CASEY WOOD.,
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Sir Arthur w, Currie, G.C.M.G.,
MeGill University,
llontreal.

Dear Sir Arthur,

I have recently read with deep interest Dr. Fox's
comprehansive report on MeGill's museums and, as an outsider,
found cause for genuine enthusiasm in the thought of the great
University Museum the report pictures and which, from your
introductory remarks, I take to0 be an objective that the Univer-
8ity shall one day seek to attain.

In reading the report, it occurred to me that
no consideration had bheen given, or at least none had been
8xpressed, to an aspect of Canadian history which must become

more important from a museum point of view with every passing
year, and it is in repard to this point that I respectfully
submit this letter.

I refer to the period of the Great War. Museums
in Canada, as s whole, have ignored the Wer and in 80 doing
they are hardly to be blamed, for the field opened up by the
events of 1914 - 1919 is 80 vast that consideration of it by .
fuseuns already over-crowded is well-nigh impossible. In addit-
ion, I believe that in cases where space has not been the prim-
ary diffieulty, museum authorities have shrunk from the War,
owing to the Scope of the problem it presented and the mental
ad justment required to consider it from a museum point of view.

Nevertheless, the Great War, though 80 fresh in
%he minds of all adults of this generation, is rapidly passing
into history, and from my own experience I know that documents
and material available a few years ago are rapidly being lost,
or deatroyed, much more repidly, I believe, than anyone who
has not had Occasion to seek such material would think possible.

In these circumstances, I wondered if the plan
for a MeGi11 University Museum should not definitely take into
account the problem of Great War material, with provision for
the space ang other factors that the inelusion of such paterisl




Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G. ) 16/6/'32.

would involve. Whether existing museums should assume the
duty, or a new museum be created, is a point on which I am not
competent to make suggestions, but the basic suggestion of
8 Great War Museum I take the liberty of offering, in the hope
that in the suggestion will be found an idea through which
McGill may, as so often in the past, be the first Canadian
university to enter a new field of service to the Dominion.

Faithfully yours,

O i










February
Twenty-sixth
1952.

Uiss Icabella C. ¥MeLemnan,
3480 Ontario Avenue,
Hontreal.

My dear Miss Neleman:

lay I on behal? of the Boaxd of Governorn
of MeCill Univers ity and for myself and the Muoesums Commdst
acknowledge with greteful ilhimbks yowr kindnoss in sending us -31904-")0
to be used for spec i"»l mseum worke. We shall tske care to tell you
how this amount hee been expended.

i_"ou of cour gxl. now of the survey of our
museums made by Dre Fox last autumm. His report is now in the press
and should be ready for 4 gtribution about the 7th of Merch,when we
shzll be glad to send you o COPYe

All of uy are seised with the importaence of
the educational value of museunm display, but unfortunately our
position is such that while we have 2 wonderful collection of valuable
things we are wnable to show them to the :—3‘4”‘110 on account of lack of
spaces. I pray that some day we may have & suitable museum in che rge
of & men who is vnt only an expert in museum matters, but who is a
scholar as well. There are so meny many things waiting to be dons when
funds beconme available.

With renewed thanks for youwr continmed
kindneas,

I am,

Ever yours faithfully,
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TELEPHONE:

B REss: PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM OF ART 1
GREENWOOD 1136

CABLE ADDRESS:
PENNMUSE MEMORIAL HALL PHILADELPHIA

ted in the relation of museums to
mhﬁt this may be one of much
than hap been generally a ia am convinced.
"ore, great sat ;uchcn . McGill Uni-
disposed to bli general policy regarding its

tions.

SUrvey you re-
juring the present

to charge for this OLL one hundred dollars
e first five days,

tie

-

seventy-five dollars a
ive days, and fifty dollars a day thereafter.
of time required will vaLnd Lpon your wishes

* the gituation. possible to

problem in six
interests are ‘ﬂTOlVCQ, &

the ltu? with a rapidity that
outsider can

the chief ’u”“:': an
and stimul

If you decide to have me make this survey,

greatly f Llltctuu if you will acquaint me with your
the present situation and your ugl to its future h»’GlOuU’nL.
e it :¢l| also be possible for bared for me the

LOll”"PP information:

1t as

you to have prer

A 1list of the museums
and description.

relation of

the uni versity,

departments.
Expenditures of the museums 5UTiﬁ£ each
the past five years, classified 1

convenient.
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CABLE ADDRESS: PENNSYLVANIA MUSEUM OF ART TELEPHONE:
e MEMORIAL HALL PHILADELPHIA B

Sir Arthur W, Currie

Information as t any plans under considersa—
tion for museum develoy

A of tk iversity Catalogue and its
financial report i

this is not asking too much it will enable me to come to
the work very much better prepared. It will be my attitude that the
value of the survey will be in proportion as it makes the intere
the university as a whole the controlling factor in determining
direction and extent of miseum development advi

I have taken the liberty of writing you at this length in
order that you may better Jjudge the probable value of any service I
may render,

With assurances of my appreciation of the honor of being con-
sulted in this matter, I am,

‘aithfully yours,

S L -
L_/-"”(// A e

PAUL M. REA
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of OQectober
interest in

4 turnad
wa cEnnet under take he surv jua Nnowe
of the Muegeums has to be cons in a gensral
connection with 2 much larger campaign which we are now
planning., It would be guite impossible T0 give you any
definite 1dea of our programme for the future until our
plans have been completed.

1 am afrajid, therefore, that for

the present our survey must be deferred.

Yours faithfully,

Principal,




THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION

61 BROADWAY, NEW YORK

OFFICE OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT
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