
I nler-department Correspondence 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

!~rs . ..lac ...... urray, 
Secre tary to the Principal, 
~:cGill 0r.iversi ty . 

Dear L .. rS . .. ,:ac ... urray , 

Denartment of l."1hysiology 
~ecember 13, 1935 

I a~ returr.ing the enclosed coryies of Dr. Bab~in's 
corresnondence fro~ your files . ur . Babkin asks me to thank 
you very much for kindly allowing him to see them . 

Yours sincerely, 

Secretary . 

I:ncls . 
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D LHOUSIE UNIVERSITY. 
Halifax N.S. 

J an . 11 1 9 2 8 . 

PERSOI L. 

Dear Dr. Martin, 

Under a separate cover I am sending you to-day 

my "Official Letter". I have tried to word it s clearly as 

possible, and think have incorporated moet of the points we have 

discussed together with you and Professor Tait. I hope you Ji11 

find it satisfactory. 

Onl; one new ~uestion arises, and t~at is concerning 

a laboratory boy (technical assistant) hich I forcot to ~cntion 

before. ..lthough not a point of ;reat i~portance a.t the moment 

it 'ould appear not only bett~r for me, but also for the boy to 

be definitely attached to my service. 

Tith reference to the budLet ~uestion: Professor Tait 

proposed to include it as an item in his accounts, providing that 

it appears as a separate item for which I alone am responsible. 

Other points concerning my letter may suggest 

themselves to you, {hich I shall be most happy to discuss. 

Once again I must thank you and Mrs. Martin for your 

cha.rming hospitality which has greatly intensified the excellent 

impression I have received of Montreal, its people and the 

University. I Sincerely hope that I may have the opportunity of 

proving myself lorthy of a position in your midst. 

1ith kind regards to Mrs. Uartin amd yourself 

Yours very sincerely, 

(Sit:;ned) B. P. BAEKIN. 

P.S. Just received your letter of Jan. 8 1928. I am very sorry 
to hear a~out ths illness of your brothlr-in-law. 
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D LHOUSIE UNIVERSITY 
Halifax, K.S. 

J an . 11 1 9 2 8 . 

Dr. C. F. Martin 
Dean of the ~edical Faculty, 
McGill University, Montr3al. 

Dear Dr. Martin, 

~ith reference to our recent intzrview concerning the 

possibility of creating a chair of Research Physiology as part of 

the Dep tl"l~nt 0 Ph' siol06Y' 

s you will well appreciate, research of any kind can 

only be well conducted in a suitable environment, which above all 

should offer as fe 1 disturbing factors as possible. For the real 

success of such ~ chair, ~herefore, I personally feel that ~ clear 

mutual arran ;ement should be arrived at bet/een the authorities of 

the University and the prospective holder, in which are suegested 

the folloving conditions.-

(1) The clair of Research PhysiolOGY although 

appertaining to the Department of Physiology shall be 

~ndependent, the hold0r the.eof being responsible directly to the 

University authorities not only in academic matters, but also for 

his laboratory bud;et. The title of th'3 holder is "Research Pro-

fessor of Physiology." 

(2) He should have at Lis disposal rooms specially 

set apart for that ~urpose containing his 0 n appropriate equip-

ment. 

(3) He shall have authority to appoint at least two 



full-time assistants. One to be ~ualified and one for eneral 

laboratory pur~oses. The sal ry to be fixed by the authorities. 

(4) The special equi~rent of the De artcent of PhJsiology 

(and the tGchnical assistants) shall be if necessary, at his 

disposal, by arran 'eJent, hm/ever, with the Professor of Physiology. 

(5) He shall take a limited part in the general teaching, 

lecturing say, 2 hours per week, by mutual arran€,ement i'lith the 

Professor of Physiology. He shall assist in preparation and 

correction of examinations, acain by mut'l.al arran .. ement. 

(6) The minimum salary is suggested as ~5 000.00 per year, 

and the appointment shall be considered permanent on the usual 

conditions. 

(7) It is naturally hoped that should good occasion arise 

to increase the staff for this branch, that the Research Professor 

should feel that such proposal will be sympathetically received 

by the aut'.orities, for if sUfficiGntly attractive opportunities 

presented themselves to a good student, it would be the natural 

policy of the Research Professor to attempt to retain him in order 

to enlarge the scope of the work of the Department. In this con-

nection, it is suggested that uith the consent of the Professor of 

Physiology, the Research Professor may have the opportunity of 

visiting the practical class in order that he too may become 

ac~uainted i'lith promising research students. 

(Signed) 

Very sincerely yours, 

B. P. Eabkin, M.D.,D.Se., Professor of 
Physiology, Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, If-S. 
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DALHOUSIE UNIV~RSITY 
:alifax n.s. 

Jan. 13, 1928. 

Professor John Tait 
Departnent of Physiology 
YcGill University, Montreal. 

Dear Professor Tait, 

Your letter of Jan. 9, 1928, received yest~rday. 

You will find enclosed my opinion concerning 

Rou's papers. I find them quite good, and I shall be very glad if 

my report helps him to receive a research prize. 

I sent tvo days a_o to Dean Martin a sche~e of my 

a~reement with the University. I have included in it everything that 

we have talked over with you and Dr. Cartin, and I hope that the 

University authorities will accept it. If so, t~en I accept the 

invitation and look forward with pleasure to cooperation with you. I 

sincerely hope that it will be a very hapPJ combin&tion, and each of 

us being relieved of a p~rt of tewching duties can do Dore researm 

Ylork. 

lith kind personal regards, 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed) B. P. BABI~IlL 

P.s. I return Hou's papers and the reg lations. 



APSG:C 

Professor B.P. Babtin, 
Department of Physiology, 

Da1housie University, 
Halifax, N. S. 

Dear Professor Babkin, 

I have pleasure in informing you 

that the Board of Governors, at a meeting held on !!ay 31st, 

appointed you Research Professor of Physiology in our Faculty 

of Medicine. 

Yours faithfully, 

Secret·;.ry. 

June 
Seventh 
1923 • 
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~AlHOUSIE ~~IVERSITY 

Halifax, N. S. 
Depa~tment of Physiolo~ 

Medical Soience Building. 

Sir Arthur • Currie, 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University, 
Montre'1l. 

Bear Si,., Arthur, 

I beg to aclmoV1ledge the recei y)t of your letter 

of Jan. 17, 1928. 

I higly appreciate your confidence in me in 

connection with tLe proposal of a chair of Research Professor of 

Physio:ogy at McGill University. With great pleasure I accept 

tb-is post, and will do my best to aid McGill University in 

developing its research work. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) B.P. Babkin 

B.P. Babkin, M.D., D.Se. 

Professor of Physiology, 

Dalhous i e Uni versi t y , 

Halifax, N.S. 



Professor B.P. Babkin, 
Depar~ent of PhYSiology, 
Dalhousie University, 
Halifax, N.S. 

Dear Professor Bab"in:-

January 17th, 1928. 

The Dean of the Medic~l Faculty has apD'ied 
to me for permission to bring you to McGill University as Research 
Professor of Physiology, and I need not say how pleased we would be 
to welcome you here, We are, as you can well understand, very anxicus 
to cultivate a greater spirit of research and to do our share in the 
development and advancement of scientific medicine. 

I may say that, as far as the University 
is concerned, we shall be glad to establish a Chair of Research 
Physiology, which, while pertaining to the Department of Physiology, 
shall be independent, the holder thereof being responsible directly 
to the University authorities, not only in academic matters, but 
also for his lqboratory budget. The title of the holder shall be 
Research Professor of PhySiolo~y. 

We shall be pleased to ;~ace at your 
di oaal rooms specially set apart for the pur~o6e, containin 
appropriate equipment within our means. e shall be Quite wi. ing 
to have you appoint at least two full-time Assistants, theup~ • am 
afraid that our funds for their maintenance ~re not very large. I 
think we can afford to give one such man $1,000.00 a year, which, I 
believe, would be adequate for many of our graduates who are already 
interested in Physiology and who would be eager to work under your 
guidance for that sum. From other funds in the UniverSity, I think 
we could give a small amount for a second Assistanu, who would be 
willing to work on a more or less full-time basis; this would be the 
more readily achieved if he would be allowed to participate in the 
teaching. 
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I shall be glad to arrange further that a 
laboratory boy (Technical Assistant) would be attached to your own 
service. I can quite see that would be a necessary ~art of your 
laboratory service. 

I should like to feel that you would take 
a certain !imited part in the general teaching, the average being 
about two hours per week throughout the term. This, I am sure, you 
can arrange with the Professor of Physiology in a way that wou:d be 
mutually satisfactory. I need not add that he will be delighted to 
welcome you on all occasions to the practical classes and will be glad 
to facilitate your becoming acquainted with any promising students 
for r "search. 

. I understand, too, that you would be ~illing 
to assist in the examinations. 

The minumum salary for this position will be 
w5,OOO. a year and the appointment may be considered permanent in the 
same way as our other university appoint~ents. I can assure you that 
as the Department develops and as our resources become more adequate, 
we shall be delighted to consider sympathetically in every way any 
proposal you make with reference to an increase in your staff or any 
enlargement in your policy. 

Should you decide to accept the propositions 
contained in this letter, I need not say that we shall be only too 
pleased to try in other ways to make your stay in Montreal a pleasant 
one, from the social as well as from the academic standpoint. 

Hoping to he.er from you in the near future, 
and with all good wishes, I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Arthur t. Currie 

Principal. 
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D~PARrL~~;T F P. YS .... uLOGY lJND~J. :r 

~IR CTIu. OF Dr. B. ~. 3ABKI ... 

Read at tolle Faculty eetin6, Dec. 7, 1 32. 

In the section of the _hysiological Laboratory .hicn is 

under my direction, experimenta~ re~~arch lork vas CJnuucted during 

the session 1 31-l9~2 on tile same lines as before. We continued' 

~he investigation of the mechanism of the activity of the gastro­

intesti nal tract, that is, its secretory and rr.otor func tions. ..L'he 

gastro-intestinal tract presents great opportunities for pnysiological 

research. fte study of t .. e ork of t e digestive glands and of the 

~uscles of the alimentary canal is very interesting in itself, but 

at the same time t is cOfuplicated organ permits us to investigate the 

fine mechanis~ of the nervous syste~ and ~f h~~oral agents, as well 

as the influence of circulatory chanoes and of" the "internal mediun" 

on the secretory and _~otor elements. 

fhe study of glandular ~nction gives the investigator 

anotner and rare advantage. Secretory activity is macifested by 

definite visible microscopical changes of the glandular elements. 

Therefore the physiologist has an exceptional opportunity of checking 

nis findings by histological investigation. .lanks to the kindness 

of Professor Simpson and .. is staff and to tneir interest in our worK, 

we have had the advantage of their co-operation in our researcn. 

e / 
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We particularly appreciate this te~ ork, oecause the very fine 

histological part of some of our problems has been worked out by 

qualified specialists. TI.is gave us the assurance tnat the inter-

pretation of our data was correct. ..orecver the joint lork of the 

two :aboratories permitted the discovery of nevI facts ~hich could .. ot 

have been establishea by either of tnem separately. s an example 

may be mentioned the .ork of Dr. Raw:i..insoll or.. the innervatior. of the 

zixed salivary ~lands. 

here is another advantage afforded by the investigation 

of the function of the alimentary canal. Lhat physiology is the 

basis of experi~enta~ patnology and experimental surgery needs no 

proof, and the Jhysio:ogy of the gastro-intestinal tract opens up an 

exceptionally Viide field for t.lOse interested in experirr..ental 

pat~lOlogi cal and surgi cal problems. Tnis opportunity was not missed 

by us either, and some of my surgica:i.. co-workers and I investigated 

certain pathological problems, s~ch as the p~enonena of high 

intestinal obstruction, and so on . 

... l1e Vlork co nducted along these different lines produced 

some satisfactory results. Among the more important findings during 

last session may be mentioned the folloling:-

(1) It was de onstrated t~at gastric mucin not only combines 

wit~ free acia but also ir~ibits peptic digestion. 

(2) It was sho.n that the vagus is tne secretory nerve to 

the oesophageal glands. 

(3) The fact of hUllioral transrr.ission of the chorda tympani 

effect froil one submaxillary gland to tne aLler was established. 

(4j / 
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(4) It as deflnitely established that pyloric obstruction 

produces neither alkalosis nor a l ... ypersecretior: of gastric ';uice ., , 
provided that a proper balance is maint r ine~ in the ani al's bodlly 

output and intake of ~aterial. 

(5) It was founa tllat t ... ~e splanctnic nerves are the secretory 

nerves for the mucus-producing elements of the gastric ' ucosa. 

(6) By leans of a co ~ined histo-physiological investigatlon 

it as proved t 'lat the vagus exerts a true trophic effect on the 

pancreas in t~e cat. 

Since January, 1 3~, tr ... irteen papers have been .P .... blished 

in differen t journals, and several are nO',1 ir ... press or in the course 

of preparation. 

Ten research students ,,'ere attached to the laboratory 

durin the session 1 31-1932 . T ... ree of t ... le (Dr. S. Baxter, 

Dr . D. R. I ebster and Dr . S. A. Ko.u ... arov) were full-time workers under 

the Rockefeller Zx~erimental Surgery Scheme, and three others 

(Dr. A. Vineberg, Dr. G. Stavraky and Dr . J. Ar~.our) were part-ti:n::e 

lorkers. One student ( iss A. lley) received a or t fro~ the 

Banting Research Foundation . _hree students (Dr. H. Baxter, 

Dr. C. J . }idmarsh, and Or . D. o. Hebb) were voluLtary workers . 

One of our students (Dr. S . Jaxter) received a .D . degree in 

hysiology. Three others took courses towards tne P~ .... D. degree 

and one towards the ... ~ . Sc. degree, and continued their experlmenta~ 

rork for their theses. 

Two / 
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.... wo elective and post-graduate courses, on tee "PLysiology 

of the utonomic Systel." and "Conditioned Reflexes", were ~iveL by 

ne in 1931-1932. 

It, should also be mentioned that, working jOintly for 

the department of Biochemistry and our department, Dr. L. A. Andreeff, 

one of Pavlov's most distinguished pupils, is studying problems 

related to oto-sclerosis. He is investigating Bome of the fundamental 

problems of hearing by the metnod of conditione reflexes, and the 

results obtained are very satisfactory. These ill be reported 

separately to the Dean of the edical Faculty. 

The last point to hich it is necess&ry to refer is the 

activity of the Animal House. The supervision of this institution 

was entrusted by tne Dean of the uedical ~'ac ~ ty to me, i th 

Dr. D. R. Webster as ~y assistant. fhe magnitude of the work per-

formed in the Animal House during one year and the complicated 

problems with lhich we are continually confronted, may be gathered 

from the followinb figures:-

.... otal sterl1e operations performed, Dec. 1, 1931 - Dec. 1, 1932: 502. 

" " 

ihu / 

injections It It " f! TI ff 59? 

'he se were performed by .L.embers of the f 0110\, ing departl'.lents:-

Anatom.y 
I3iocheL..istry 
xperimenta~ ~edicine 

xperimental Surgery 
Physiology 
Pharmacology 
Neurology 
Ophtha ology 
Bacteriology 
Special departments, e.g. Oto-sclerosis. 
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he folIo :in __ figures fro_l the Animal House report for the week 

ecember 4tl...-lOth, 1932, S~O\I hm, large is the nu.n:ber of animals 

housed there:-

~ogs .................. 69 
Cat s •••....••••.•.•••• 
Rabbi ts .............. . 
GUinea Pigs .........•. 

onkeys .............. . 
Pigs ................. . 

oodchucks •••••••••••• 

57 
22 
24 

3 
2 
9 lo"t;al: 246. 

_ar.y ani als are kept alive after operation for a long ti e 

(sometimes for years) and require special care and treatment. 

laboratory as been set up for the use of sur~ical 

workers. 

The x-ray mac~ine has bee~ used by several of the 

departments, e.g. Pharmacolo y, . , 
...... lyS ... O .... O , ~ istology, etc. 

Fro~ these data it is clear that the Ani al House plays 

an important part in t e research activity of the niversity. 

Hesearcil Profes~or of hysiology. 



DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY 
HALIFAX, N. S. 

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSIOLOGY 

MEDICAL SCIENCE BUILDING 

Fe b. ?::>, 1 q? 8 • 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

Dean Martin informed me that you consen-

ted to appoint me July 1 instead of Sept. 1. 

I ~reatly appreciate your kindness in this 

matter. es~esiBlly because the early date of my resi~na­

tion from Dalhousie was unexpected by me. 

Very sincerely yours, 

B.P.Babkin. 



Febru ry 1 t, 19~a. 

Pre ident • st nley ackenzie, 
D Ihousie Un erslty, 
nnlit' , .• s. 

y e r Pr siQont lackenzle:-

I feel lmost shamed 
ot myself f'or cG111 h vine t r n our rofessor 
of Phy 1010 Y a y D 1hon~1. ! kno . th 
difficulty you h 111ne th _0 ition nd Imost 
immedi tely you tart 11 ov r aealn. 

For he 1 st five 
ye r e have beon loo~in for Ro~ roh Prote eor 
in Phy ioioCY, nd upon it inti t 0 us 
that Prot' s or Bab:ln .as to con id r t e 
position, tbe In tter .. a.s ta e p lth blm itb 
tbe rosult th t he is coming so 0 time durIng the 
3urnmer. You, of cours , no th t Dr. Col1ip Is 
coming from Edmonton to sueceed Professor c llum, 
while Dr. Penflo1d of' n York 1 co.lng s Professor 
of reuroloeioal ~urgery. 0 are looking for rd 
to considorab1e otivity in the medic 1 scienoes 
next year. 

to you personally, I am, 
ith all eood ishes 

Yours f thfu11y, 

Principal. 



OFFIC E OF T HE PR ES I D E NT 

Sir .Arthur ~r. Currie, 

DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY 

HALl FAX . N .S . 

Principl'll, l~cG-ill lh.iversity, 
! ... ontreal. 

MY de~r ~ir ArthtIT: 

-"ebnary IS, 1~28. 

As I wrote to Dean I.:artin the 
other day, it is diflicult to hrve a for1iving spirit when 
in t~o bites you take away our ,holo department of Physiol03Y; 
Jroyer last year find nO'~l :3abkin. As you say, I now have 
to start all ov~r ~gain to find someone capable of headil~ up 
that departlI1ent here, and I know that men are not plentiful. 
\70 ere very sorry to lose .Jr. Pabkin from the Uni versity. 
In ad~ition to his ability as a scho:er, he is ~ very fine 
fellow person<>lly, ana. I am sure he will "be e. st'ccess at 
lKc'Hll. 

fllhere is one point which 1. v/ould 
like you to allow me to briI1i:; to your attention. 7hen we 
appointed Dr. Babkin here in uhe fall of 1924, he was practically 
penniless, havin~ hI' J. ell his goods Lnd chE.ttels tC<.ken awey from 
him by the Bolshevists end driven out of Russio. in the clothes 
he stood in. 'le, therefore, had to help him til1E,ncw.lly to 
",'et a start, e,nd, tnou.:,h he did not -.;ome to us until Septel.ber, 
yet we put him on our ~y list as from July 1st. ls a reStllt, 
he will receive his 1 st montluy cheque from us on June 30th 
ne:>.."t. I understar .. c1 from Jr. Babkin t .at he did not think 01' 
mekin~ this clear uO you when he was liiscussin; his appointment 
at. cGill. I askcQ him for permission wO brin" it to your 
attention, and feel s',)re t E. t you \'/ill wa.nt to treat him as we 
cliJ. ani will wish to put him on YO' .. r appointment list !1S of 
July 1st. Otherwise, I do not know Vf.1at t .8 poor fellow vlill 
do, E\S he has not yet beer.. ebl(, to sa'le alJYthing. 

I was g-lacl. to learn "he last time I 
SE,W lac all urn the. t ColI ip wes to succeea. him. I th ink he is 
one of the men who will brin....; great credit -(;0 l~cGill. 'lith 
Babkin, Collip ~na. Penfield on your staff, you will have added 
decidea. strength to ~:ec...ical research \.Till. 



·ebru ry 20th, 1928. 

Dr. A. Stnn1ey ackenzie, 
President, Da1housie University, 
Halifax, ~. s. 

y de r President ~ck nzle:-

mhank you very much 
for your courte( ~ note of February 15th. In 
vie of .hat you say we ah 11 put Dr. Babkin on 
th pay list from July 1st next. 

I most sincerely hope 
that you ill be able to complete your staff lth 
at1sf c ion to yourself. 

ith all good ishes, 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 



OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY 

HALlFAX,N.S. 

February 23, 1928. 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.:M.G.,K.C.B., 
Principal, :McGill university, 

Q. M 0 n t rea 1, P. 

My dear Sir Arthur: 

ASM/R. 

I was very glad indeed 
to learn from your letter of the 20th inst., 
which I just received this morning, that you 
were able to put Dr. Babkin on yaux pay list 
as from July 1st next. I know this will 
be a great relief to him, as he has been 
worrying about the problem of financing 
himself for the summer, particularly as I 
believe he wiShes to run across to the other 
side to get a little freshening up. 

With kindest regards, I 
remain, 



D~. ~. P. Dub in, 
~ ofo Bor o£ Phy ioloGY, 
Dclloun10 Ln1verclty, 
! 11:f .. , . . • 

Do r ~rore or Babkin:-

J n n. v1st, 1928. 

r: 1s 
yo r l~tt r of ree nt dat in 
t.... cnair roi 

ill 
hic 

c ~no le g 
'on ccept 

ioloBY "t :·0..,111 

thnt you aro comin~. 
'0 re 11 d light d 

Yo'!' i'iiSllly, 

Princ lpal. 



January 3rd, 1927. 

Dr. C. F. or in, 
D nn. Faculty of ed1cine~ 
·oGl11 Univer ... it • 

y don,r Doa.n .' rtin:-

ith ro:f'or ne 
Univer it • 

I h v yours of the 30th 
to Pro;ov or Dabtin of Dalhous1e 

fro h1m 1 h 11 
1 th OU. 

"hell a p 10 t10n co es 
t t ko t~o 0 tt r up 

Yours faithfully. 

Prinoipal. 



Fi\,CT::r:rv OF .n;])ICIX]<; 

O.F.l<TCE O./<' 'I'liB Dl'.L,,":-.i 

}';f<? GILL UNIYERSITY 

MONTREAL 

30th December, 1927. 

Sir rthur Currie, G.C.M.G. 
Principal - l:cGill 'Jniversity, 
M 0 n t rea 1. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

Professor Babkin, of Dalhousie Jniversity, 

has. in accordance with your permission. visited us to 

look over the Department of Physiology "ith a view to 

taking on a position as Associate Professor. I should 

like to report the result of this visit. 

Dr. Babkin spent two days with us. He met 

members of the staff in Chemistry, Physiology and Pharma-

cology, as well as of the :.Tniversity Medical Clinic. They 

have all been very enthusiastic a)out the possibilities 

of getting Babkin for McGill. He and 

have a~reed upon a policy by which he 

Professor Tait 
i·f..Lc~ 

.ill help with 
A 

the 

teacting to Dr. Tait's satisfaction, and will be engaged 

in independent research during the remainder of his working 

hours. His title, as agreed by Professor Tait, would be 

"Research Professor in ;hysiology." The funds there for 

are adequate, or almost adequate, without any material 

increase in the Bud~et. 



~ir rthur Currie - 2. 30th December, 1927. 
~ ~ 

lhile our ~iscussions and conversations have all been 

entirely informal, I gathered the impression that Professor Babkin 

is very much impressed with the opportunities for a career here, 

and that he will soon make overtures for the position. 

One of the most important features of this arrangement 

is this - he is anxious to be a Research Professor: he has no 

ambition to be the head of the Department of Physiology. He is 

determined to make this move his last, so that we are likely to 

have him with us for many years as a contented second in the 

Department. If at any time, then, ve should require a new 

head of the Department of Physiology, the presence of Babkin would 

make it a more desirable post than ever, for Babkin will lend an 

added prestige to Physiology at McGill. 

Faithfully yours, 



- 19 -
From Dr. 1!artin's Annual Report, 1930-31 

E I, D I X. 

Department of hysiology: 

The organization of this Department still leaves much 

to be desired. rhere is really no advance in the organization 

in the past ten years, in fact, in some ways it is not so good. 

I do not believe that the teaching is as forceful and as in-

spiring as such a.1 important department sho\11d afford. The 

routine lectures that are carried out chiefly by rofessor 

Tait and Professor Giblin doubtless give the students an 

average course, but the ~epartment is not adequately staffed to 

place it on a satisfactory basis. 

The advent of ~rofessor Babkin has, of course, strengthen-

ed the De artment in such a way that e have every reason to 

be proud of the research that is being carried on, but in other 

respects much remains to be done. 



I nler-department Correspondence 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

.t I ,~r C l:,al. ....,: r Art ur 'oJurrie, 
fucGil.l JniversLt,). 

1epar t ..... :mt O~... '1,) S io':'o _ ", 
i..u,) G, 1 ~,J.).5 • 

In COIup.Ll&r..ce it.: o .... r sec~·(.;ta~·,)' ~ 
re;uv,,",';, : ser.d JOu ." le fo1.10 ;in..., pf.rti c'llars cur.. 
cer.1inl:..> 11e ..Jors of.L..J uepurt ..... en t W:LO arE:,; of R.;.SS':'fu ... 

extract':'un. 

Dr. L. A. ~ldreeff i~ u Lect~rer iL 
t.le Ledica':' ;:-'ac .. l ty of the 'Lh~ vur::;i ~,~ 0: ..l.ie.1iu...,.rad 
&.c.. asc,ist&.lt tu .t t'ofe&cor .tavlov. He 1s ~ very 

otod specia'ist on ~ e physiclo~y an~ diLeas~s 0 
tl1e uar, [)..~u. ·,c...U s vc:'all" invl ted 1.ere to wc.:..rk on 
the pr01::"o. of otosc ... cro .... is. uis ura.,.., :'rc, ... .;11e 
l.ID..<-- 1 <.;ur • tolo )i cal ...;oci e ty expires in Jc...rl ary 1';;134, 
w.en h.L: t::xpeclJs to rC:UI'l to ... ::'s rative C') ..... Hvry. 

Dr . ~. A. 1.0.u...arov is c.. ci'~ize.1 of 
Latvia (\7.1ic~1 is all i ... lc.e'pel1den~ sta.;e) &.ld .10 t Cl. 

ci ti zon of ..... oviet H .... S1::>iU. : c came here ir. ; anual'Y 
.1SbJ &n~ is workinL ur..c..ur tne BockQfeller Gran:. 
~ e i U f.. t loch er .. i s t. 

I myself }c...ve bvur. a ~r~tis~ 
su~jecu G':'nce ~~L I . 

Yo~rs very' trul,l, 

~ .? ;~ IS~. " • 

Iro~es&or of ~l;siolo J. 



L A BORATORY OF PHYSIOLOGY 

AN D OF E X PER I MENTAL MEDIC I NE. 

Dear Sir Arthur. 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

30th January, 1928. 

I wish to thank you for the opportunity of reading the 

Inemorandurn on diplomas as granted in British universities which 

you have been at the trouble to prepare and to send. 

I think I a~ probably in a minority of one in my viewpoint 

as to aS6Q~ing responsibility for the instr~ction in anatomy 

and physiology of the Graduate Nurses under existing conditions. 

At the sa~e time I cannot but feel that the standpoint is right 

and not counter to the higher interests of the Uni versi ty. 

I know well how causelessly obstructive my act i on is apt to 

appear, and if you should care to discuss it at any title, 

I shoulu be only too glad to hear the i ssue expo~nded from 

your side as it strikes you, who ad~inister the University in 

its entirety. 

Yours very sincerely. 



IN 

B'RITISII mnVElt;:)1.1. :::,,~ 

The information 3athered in this connection is given 

under the head of each University as follows:-

OXFO'1D UIHV.RSIl'Y: 

For the ~iploma in ~ducation a candidate must 
have had certrin professional -'ua,lifications and mu.st have passed 

what is caIle the First Public examination which cannot be taken 
in the University under a ye r after entrance. For the Diploma in 
Geography candid tes must have had a ~ood general euucation - a~parent1y 
no strict re,!rtirer;'lents for uc..mission to stuc..y for vhis dip10rra. For 
the Diploma in :Forestry the course is a post-~rad'.late one for o·J.tside 
6raduat.s, bu+ tk diploma can be obtained by Oxford students , along 
with the degr( / . ovided they have passed in certain specified subjects. 
Diploma in Cl~s 1cal .rchaeology - to be eligible for this diploma 
a candidate must have passed what is c~lled cl~ssical moderations, ~mich 
examination cannot be taKen until one year after admission. Diplowa 
in Rural Economy - the conaitions are practically the same as for the 
Diploma in Forestry. 

Seve~ ~irlomas are granted by oxford, but in no 
case, so far s I can ffi9.ke o·.t i., the degree :from Oxford required for 
adMission to any of them. .I. / io not seem to insist on any very high 
standard as a ~ualification for the year's work which they reQuire. 

UNIV ,1SI~Y OF ~A1rrnIDGE: 

For diplomas in such subjects as 
Agricult1:trnl Science, Forestry, lmthropology the Cluulifications for 
entrance on the special course are not particularly high. In some 
other C!l.ses, howevpr, they are, - for instance in Archaeology candidates 
must h'lve obtained honours in the Classical lripos, which means study for 
three years at ~ t; for the Diploma in ~eogr~phy the same standinJ 
m~st be obtain t nly that t~e honours must be in the 1eography Tripos; 
the same standi is also reCluired for the Diploma in Coa.1 liining except 
thE't honours in this case must be in the ~!echanical Science Tripos. 

In Cambridge thirteen different kirds of 
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diplomas are gr .... nted includin...; s'lch sub "ects as Hygiene and Public 
T'€alth which are post-graduate. 

Diploma in .eouraphy - requirements 
are at least one year in . rts followed by anothur year specializing 
in Geography; Diploma in Journalis~ two years University course 
followed by another for the diploma; Diploma. in Fine 1: rt - three sess ions 
of the under~raduate course followed by a fourth year for th{) diploma; 
~iploma in rchitecture - the course for this dip loma covers five years, 
the sa ,e length of time being required as for the course for the degree of 
Bachelor of .rchit~cture . The difference between the degree and the 
diploma courses simply consists in a difference in subjects. there being 
more specialization in the case of that for the diploma . Other diplomas 
graY'ted are in ':.1own Planning, Civic rchitectureand in Librarianship, but 
the standard for ~dmission to these courses is not so high as in the case 
of the others . The latter course covers two years but the admission 
requirements are 10..,; candidates may eVf3n enter without }atriculation. 

-,reat va.riety of diplom.?.s re issued by 
th8 TJniversity of Leeds, trere being "uite ov"!r twenty. Those which 
car. be called post-3ra~uate are - for the Diplom& of ~o~, rce, Gas 
.ngineerin3, :'uel and ::et :lurgya'1d Textiles. elthou6h in all these 
cases the de3ree rfeul~tions can be satisfied by special ~ork . For 
the other diplcmas the necessary qualifications ure various. In some 
cases li'ce thet in .lining lliginf)(>ring three years of college work is 
req'l.ired during v.rhich time special work is done alonJ the line of 
l.1inin1 in the last year. .he :Jiploma course in uyein'" tmd Colour 
Chemistry is of ttE: sa.me length of time as that in .. lining ..... ngine rin.s . 
The Diploma in lursin-, c n be obtain.d after c ~our yeur' course of 
trainin; as a nurce unQ nt least three months at~en~ance at t~e Univ-
e"'sity . ':Ihe .;.Jip:'oma in Dental '::;'lr~ ry. carryin; with it tle title 
Licentiate in ..;entul Sur:;ery, is Ji ven $lftf3r four years' st'ldy. ':he 
degree in ...,entistry can be obtair.ed after five years I study . For the 
:Jiploma i n Social Organization and :?u.blic Serv i ce two years ' ~c '~ i ~ 
r equired in the University and candid~tes must, before admissicn . 
pass the :-atric'll.lo.tion eX&.1inat':'on . 

~RISTOL mnv o,SIlY: 

uiploma in Dent 1'3urbery (L . u.S.) - four­
year course two ye rs of which are dE'voted exclusively to .Jentistry. 
Courses for ' the Diplo~s of ~~ucation, Public Health a~d VetJrinary 
State ledicine Lre )ost -.sr~~uate. 
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LIV ':B?l'OL t"'HV ; ~SI ~ Y: 

"ourses for diplomas in ,., o~raphy, 

8ivic Jesi3n, 30cial ,cience, .ducntion, ?ublic Bealth, Tropical 
Pygi'Jne "nd. vet rinary 'Y3iene are all !,ost-gr,due.te •. or the 
:)iplorra in \rchitecture candid tes must t~ke the full course for 
the 1achelor of "~rchitecture degree (five years) hat nE'ed not pass 
the .~triculation examination. For the Diploma in Con~erce a candi~te 
must nke three years of the degree course but need not pass the 
.. :atriculation ex..'l.:nination. :!for the Diploma in .ll3ineering candidates 
must l-).c.ve taicen mat appears to be the greater pc.rt of the work 
for tne degree in ~n~ine ring. 

Courses for the uiploIrJ1J.s of reek History 
and •• rcheeology, ~oman History and rchu€ology, Comparative Philolo~y 
and ~sycholoJY are all post-Jr~duate . The course for t~e ~iploma of 
Public '{ealth :i.s, so far as I can ma:::e out, the same ns that for the 
de~ree of Jachelor of Science in Public Health. The ~iploma of r,ducation 
can be obtained by persons who fe.iled to receive the degree and vho have 
passed what is called the first examination. 

:.:JIITBUR::'Jr UlTIV .:is IS:Y: 

Courses for the Diplo~s in ~eo6ra~hy and 
in Social 8tudy are post-graduate; that for the Diploma in Actuarial 
I~thematics is one of two years following ~~triculation . 

It will be seen that the regulations for grantine 
diplom s in British 0niv~rsities vary very consid rably. In most 
cases the course for t'llf' diplom1. fol:!.o'.7s thlJ course for the de3rec and 
covers the same time , the only difference being that there is ~ore 
specialization for the diploma than there is for the degree . In many 
c ses these diplomas are a' arded after a .fear's study along speciel 
lines follovin; ~r~d'at:on . The diploma course proper in every instance 
covers an acedemic year (three terms) although in two or three cases 
two terms aro sufficierlt . 

In the case of most of those diplomas which 
are grantee.. in ,'ha.t I hBve cal:8d post- graduate courses other 'l.ual­
ifications than a degree are accepted , but the work done is pra.~tically 
the same as that covered for a degree althou~~ alon3 somewhat different 
lines . 

It is di .('ficult sometiMes to rra1;:e out just how 
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much undergraduate 10rk must be done before the diplor.1a oourse 
can be entered upon, but generally speaKi~; it varies from ut least 
one year to three, the latter bei~ the more common p~riod. 

Diplomas in Great Britain seem to be granted 
by 0niversities more as a ~ualification for the practice of a 
certain profession or for the carryin~ on of a certain cind of ~/ork and 
in some instances these diplomas v/ould seer.! to be of more value t C1n 
the degrfE). It is difficult indeed to dis.tinguish sometimes between 
the course for t •. e egree a'1.d the course for the diploma in the case 
of those nicp are taken by und&rgraduates. 
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FACULTY OF MEDICINE 

DEPARTMENT OF SURGEHY 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal's Office, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q 

My dear Sir Arthur: 

March 17th, 
1927. 

The Medical Faculty is organizing a public function 

in celebration of the centenary of Lister's birthday, on 

Auril 5th. Dean Mackay has kindly granted uermission to 

use the Moyse Hall from ten to eleven on that morning. The 

Committee in charge, of which I am Chairman, decided yes­

terday afternoon to ask if you would. oe so 1tlnd as to act 

as Chairman at that meeting. Your nartlcular duty would 

be to introduce Professor John Tait, who has been elected to 

give the oration, the title of which is "Lister as Physiologist~. 

Tait has done snecial work 1n this direction. He says that 

Lister's reuutation as a nhysiologist has received scant at­

tention in history, and he nrouoses to rectlfy this. I think 

his address will create extremely favourable comment, esuecial­

ly in En~land, and that it will add to the orestige of our 

Unlversity. HiS nart of 1t will occupy three-quarters of an 

hour, and lf you occupy ten minutes we shall be comfortably 

out of the Hall before eleven o'cloek, at which hour Dean 

Mackay informs me the Hall ls needed for somebody else. We do 

hone that you will be able to accept. 

In addition I might say that is is 11kely that the 

function will be recommended by our Committee as an annual one, 
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McG ILL UNIVERSITY 

MON'l'REAL 

FACULTY OF JYLEDICINE 

DEPARTMENT OF SURGERY 

and we hope it will become quite an institution in the 

medical life of the university. 

With kind regards, believe me, 

Yours sincerely, 



PlIyeZOLOOIOAL L ..... OO .... TORY. 

Biological Building. 

Dear Sir Arthur t 

McGILL UNIVERSITY, 

MONTREAL. 

I wi sh to thank you for send ing the pamphlet containing 

the Evidence of Ll')rd Justice Fletcher Houlton before the Royal 

Commission on Vivisecti I')n, 190 7 • I have fon 'arded it to 

Bishop Farthing, with the request that he return it when he has 

had an opportunity of l~ok;ng it over. 

back, I shall sem it CI.own to ~'Oll. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sir Arthur Currie, Z.C.H.G .• 
Principal. McGill University. 

So soon RS I get it 

-
./ 1 . t.,.(. 



PHY8I:OLOGXC .... L LAJ30RATOftY. 

Biological Building. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

MOGILL UNIVERSITY, 

MONTREAL. 

20th ;anuary 1927. 

You expressed a wish on Tuesday to see the evidence of 

Lord Justice F1etcher Houlton given before the Royal Commission 

on Vivisection in 1907. With his superior experience and ahility 

Moulton was in a position to deal with the question in an un-

usually comprehensive way. I wish we had a number of copies of 

this I1'vidence to distrihute (I have onl~7 three), for such iB 

the influence of incessantly pushed and strongl~l finanoed pro­

paganda that men 1H:e our very kind friends, D~wes and ogilvie, 

would welc orne an opportuni t~7 of having clear and oonvincing 

reasonB for taking the stand they do in face of wh~t thAy feel to 

be prejudice and misrepresentation. I am sending them one each 

to read, and I enolose one for you to look over. 

I am sending you at the same t il'1e the tw 0 hippo teeth. 

The best thing to make of them, I think, is ooat pegs. 

Yours sincerely, 

Principal Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., LL.D. 



~·.\Ct·l..TY Ol'~ :)l~JH<":jxJ'~ 

01."l.<"lCI!: 01" '.l'H I'! J..)l~A "" 

I L I '~ 

~lcUILL UXIVEH.t~HTY 

)IOXTRE4\L 

Sir ~rthur Currie, 
Principal, l!cGill University. 

Lcar Sir Arthur:-

Decen.ber 
rrhird 

1 9 2 3. 

Witn reference to the prospective 
visit of Doctor Leonard S. Hill to Montreal for t~e 
purpose of giving a l~cture before t~e Medical 
profession and Teaching Staff of the J:i'acul ty, I have 
learned that Doctor Hill is a member of the Inter­
national Research Council of England, a Lecturer of 
the first rank, a world-renowned physiologist and is 
an outstanding authority on the subject of ventila­
tion. 

I am assured that in every way it 
would be desirable for McGill to hear him, anc for 
that purpose I feel justified in asking that a grant 
of $100.00 be set aside. 

Respectfully yuurs, 



Prof. John Tait, 
Depart ant of Physiology, 

edlcal Building. 

Dear Professor Tait:-

ovember 
T.enty-second 

1919 • . 

. PI ase acoept my best thanks 
for YOlr paper entitl d "The Cultural Value of 
a Uni v rai ty edical Curriculum rt

• as 11 cs for 
your letter of rovember 21st enclosing a copy 
of the proposed announcement to enical stu1ents 
of th Uni ersity 0 ~oronto, it} your oritical 
notes. 

I ha e read these 1 h much interest 
and 111 ep the on file in vie~ of " the dis­
cussion thll.t :t., to t ke plo.c i th " e arenoe to 
the six-yea currlcul • 

. 1th best wishes, 

Yours v ry sinoerely. 

FDA/ C. Acting Prinoipal 


