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Dear Principal,

In & casual conversation with you last iey,
I ventured to suggest certain proposals which I had in mind
ag a result of my two years experience in lieGill and which
may possibly be of some interest to the University. I also
sugeested that I should setb these proposals down in the form
of memorsndum in writing for your =8¥%" serious consideration,
if indeed you should think them worth considerstion.

I em now venturing to write to you at some
length for the purpose of carrying out this suggestion. 1
need scarcely say, too, at the outset that these proposals
are somevhat in the nature of & blind venture. Indeed all
propossls are necessarily more oOr less blind &t birth. Hsving
thought the matter over, however, during the summer months,

I sm ouite convinced that once the genersl vprinciple is recog-
nized, the scademic details may be easily and slmost immedistely
set in working order in MMeGill.

The University faculties in vhich I am chiefly
interested are the newly orgenized faculty of Graduste Study
and Research and the Psculty of Law. The relationshinp between
these two fsculties may not seem very intimete at first, but
only s little reflection is needed to show that this relation-
ship is really much more intimete than is generally recognized.
University legsl education, intended, 2s 1%t is, for intensive
spplied professional usges of & serious public service nsture,
ought to belong to the very highest degree snd grade of thorough,
impartisl, scholerly treining that any university can afford %o
offer. The better class of schools in the Unite# States have
long recognized this fact both in principle 2nd practice. Hervard
Cornell, Columbia snd several others have long since nlaced their
law schools on & strictly graduate basis.

The imvortence of graduate work cannot be
over-estimated at MeGill. Bold and decided effort in this direc-
tion is more essentisl to the future of McGill then in any other
Censadian University. The reasons why this is true a2re numerous
and obvious. Most of the other recognized universities of Cansds
are more or less Provinecial in character and most of them are
supported altogether or almost altozether Dby funds derived from
the Provincial Exchemuer. Eech of them, therefore, hes & large
Provincial constituency of its own,and it is only na tural that
university students in the different Provinces should attend
their own institutions, unless they be ambitious enough to desire
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o grede of university education distinetly higher and better than
their home institutions are able to offer. This is obviously, too,
made 211 the more vrobable by the fact that trsvelling expenses,
university fees, and the genersal cost of living 2re much higher -
in some cases 2 hundred vercent higher - in Montreal than in the
localities where the several Provincial institutions are located.

Cn the other hand, it is usually distinetly difficult for
these state supported institutions to set 8 high standsrd of univer-
sitly education. Everyone who wishes to attend, whether asdecustely
vprepared to attend or not, clasims the right to attend an institution
supported out of public funds. Any attempt to create a university
so supported for the benefit of the celect ambitious scholar is
firmly and hotly resented by the general public. The results are
always in such cases a mesrked tendency to lower the standerd tests,
vopular outline lecturing to large unwieldy classes, numerous ex-
vensive ventures into easy popular subjects and departments of study
falsely suppoeed to be of greater utility than the standard essen-
tial subjects, coupled, ss these tendencies always are, with rapidly
increasing budgets chargeable to land, buildings, eouivpment, sadminis-
tration, maintenance and general overhead exvencse sccounts. In some
of these institutions, I will venture to say that of my personal
knowledge more thsn three-nuarters of student enrolment is far
below standard grade. In some of them, large masses of students
ere admitted to special courses and to various groups of short
vopular courses without being recuired to possess even sn elemen-
tary school education.

Please notice that I am not finding fault with these in-
stitutions. On the contrary, they are doing, I believe, exsctly
vhat it is their clear duty to do. They are doing, in other words
for higher and further educstion what the free publiec school uysth
of this continent has nlrendy done for secondery snd elementary
education. Nevertheless, every educationist knOW° that the stan-
dard of work done in the free comﬂgéqory public school is distinctly

below the stsndsrd Whlch i obtain in the better class of vrrivate
school in Europe and New England. ' The free public school =ims at
the adecuate education of the aversge, indifferent human unit. It
eims at an averace and,therefore, of necessity. hits a low aversage.
The point is that tnere is always a place in every community for
en institution rrepared to recognize the claims of the young men

or woman o0f exceptional promise. But of that no more at present.

Compare ieGill. MeGill is not a Provincisl University,
It has virtually no pre-empted tewitory of its own. Its constituency
is smaller and daily growing smaller, owing to the pressure of
French influence on the llorth snd tne growth of meny vrrogressive
insti tutions of higher education in English speaking vprovinces, =Zast
and West and South. licGill must be Federal and Nation=l or nothing.
If it cennot expand outward, it must expand upward, or stand still,
or poseibly go under. The conclu sion is clear; it is alike the
duty and the destiny of McGill to stand stoutly by the claims of
thorough scholarship and more especially, as I shall show later, by
the claims of exceptional scholarship and thorough training in
relation to subjects of distincetively Cenadien national interest and
importsnce. Nothing really stands in the way of this undertaking.
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Supported as she is by funds derived from the munificence of privste
persons keenly interested personally in the claims of higher educs-
tion, eGill may set her standards as high as she chooses and no one
can complain. Higher standards and,if necessary, fewer numbers,
should, I suggest, be the general direction of lleGill policy in the
future. That is the main reason why, &s I have said, bold and
decided action in the direction of advanced post-graduate education
should be undertaken at .ieGill as soon as possible,

There are, however, several subjects and departments of
study in which leGill cannot ressonably expect to undertake post-
graduste work at present. Some of these subjects are the following,

viz: Classics, Fhilosophy, Ancient and Continental European History
English Literature, and possibly Pure iisthematice, Wbderns, and
some branches of Pure Science of a highly theoretical, speculative
and exvensive character. In these subjects of world-wide signifi-
cence and Zuropean origin, ieGill cannot really hope to compjlete
successfully at present with the more liberally endowed and better
enuivped universities of Zurope and the United States. And it
must not be forgotten - 8s it all too often is - that it is most
apalline freud to induce any student,especially any student of
sufficient promise to undertake post-gradusate work, to attend a
university, knowing well that better opportunities for his work
exist in any other available institution. In these subjects, it
would, I suggest, be better for weGill to_devote all her energies
to the tagk of maintaininzs & high and, if possible, a very high
standard of undergraduate work and then t0 send her distinguished
graduates abroad for their post-graduste training. ??@T-‘ ae
everywhere, the c¢laime of the student sare vperamount and ultimsate
and no honest institution cesn vossibly overlook that fact.

There sre, however, some other subjects, which I have
already referred to as subjects of distinctly Cansdien interest
end importance, which just because they arise out of condi tions
peculiarly Cenadisn snd ought to be in close touch with distinctive-
ly Canadian problems, askiek can only be successfully carried to
completion in our home universities. The subjects to which I
refer are Cansdien, 3ritish and Imperisl History, including the
History of the United States, Economics, Politicsl Science, Govern-
ment and Law, and I will sdd Zducstion snd Psychology, becsuse there
is always 2n educati onsal =snd psychologicsel factor in every subject
of human study and in every pursuit of human interest. Generally
speeking, it is impossible to obtain specially trained men from
ebroad to undertake these subjects I have just nemed. I know of
more than one universi ty in Cansda which has been waiting for
several years past tommke aprointments.in these devartments and
which have not been made becsuse men up to the standard have not
been forthcoming. Why should not McGill undertake to meet this
demand? Besidee there is the whole field of the civil s=nd diplo-
metic service. I am told, for exsmple, that the now projected
Canadian Depertment of External Affairs at Washington will soon
call for a vhole corps of men, and they should be men, everybody
knows, of the very finest and thorough trsining for their work
that any institution of learning in Canada csn possibly produce.
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Only last June, too, we listened to = most interesting appesl at

the University Conference in Winnipeg, calling for overseas recruits
for the Imperiasl Colonisl services in other varts of the Zmpirs.
Everybody knows that our bnublic services everywhere 2t home sre in
constant vreesing need of trained ocuslified men. Finally, although
more remotely, no university can afford to overlook the claims of
Platform, Parliament snd Press, snd last but not least, the Bar and
the Bench. Why should not McGill venture out into this largcer

open for men of superior education. Let me turn now to legal e
tion.

University legal education in Cansds is in s deplorasble
position and MeGill is no exception. Hitherto the ¢Gill Law School
has belonged to the type which I have elsevhere called the Collatersl
tyve, that is to say, it has been devoted to the t of coaching
local law clerks in classes,or verhans I should say class forme-
tion, for the purpose of admission to the loesal bar. In other
words, it has been engaged in doing for the profession what the
profession is bound by contrsect to do for its own clerks. This is
the type of law school found virtually everywhere in Cansda. PFrenk-
ly I have never thought that a university should recognize this
work by granting a degree. Three years of lectures done after hours
falls far short of the remuirements for any other degree. ZIZven &n
arts degree calls for four years of full time study and an arts
degree is always an amateur thing commared with & degree intended
for serious professionsl uses. Furthermore, as long as the number
of lectures, the hours of lecturing, the subjects of study, the
character and extent of the examinstions snd the membership of the
Board of Exsminers sre determined by the profesgion, there is reslly
no room left for university independence, personal influence and
progress. This aspect of the wesent systen seems to me to be all
but fatsl.

Recent ventures in licGill I fesr sare not going to succeed,

L say this not because our ideas are unsound, but because we are
not, I think, going about them in the right way. We are to some
extent at least attempting to build up two law schools, a civil
law school and = common lsw school, when one good school is reaslly
beyond our resources. Furthermore, there exists here, as in sll
the Cenadian universities, the fundsmentsl cleavege between the
cleims of education and the claims of vprofessionsl practice, one
faction emphasizing the necessity of s preliminary arts degree snd
through compnrehensive courses in the supposedly more educative sub-
jeets, such as Constitutionsl History, Constitutionsl Law, Inter-
netional Law, Romen Law, Cbligations, General Jurisprudence, ete.,
end the other emphasizing the claims of office attendance, close
contact with the local vprofession and heavier courses in the
supposedly more vrsctical subjects, such as Comvany COrganization,
The Administration of Hstates, Locsl Status Law, Office and Court
Procedure, etc. The result is an almost comvlete break down at the
center, ending in the freouently pitiful confusion of the ,student.
Some decision on this issue, it seems to me, must be resched if we
are to vroceed any further with university legal education, here
or elsewhere in Csnsds.
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The real cuestion is what cspy a university really do for
the education of the lawyer? For my part while, I believe,
that Court Procedure, for example, may be made just as interestinge
and just as educative as any other subject I do not believe thsat
2 university Law School can teach the studént to vractice. 0Un the
last snalysis practice must be learned by practice. The most thst
the uwniversity can do ig to so teach and train the student that
he may reasonably expect to begin to practice as soon as possible
with merked distinction and success, provided always he possesses

the necessary powers of assiduity and application. T am not
referring now in any way to the old hackneyed, stuvid distinection
between training end instruction. Both are necessary and sbundant
opportunity for independent study and reflection is much more im-~
portent than either. In sny case, no proud profesgion can vossgibly
afford to overlook the claims of sound and finished scholarshiv,
and the chief duty of a university is, I should say, to see that
these claims are handsomely recognized. In any case, so far as
the work on the Common Law side at MeGill is concerned, it is
absurd to suppose that we can teach the student 8ll the detsils

of local statute law and procedure in the numerous jurisdictions
from which they enrol and in which they expect to vractice in the
future. Their home schools csnnot do that. The only resl vpoint
is that the home school is in a little better position to pretend
to do so than MeGill. The best that we can do for these studente,
then, is to offer them & sound, comprehensive, thorough, scholarly

course preparatory to the further study and practice of law at
home. How eamly this can be done, even with our vpresent meagre
eouivment, I shell show later on.

I have always held thet the law student should have two
years o full-time office practice before coming up for admission
or call, and I sm inclined to think that the profession will agree
with me in this almost unanimously. I do not think either that the
university summer vacation is worth haggling over. Whether these
two years are put in consecutively or not, or whether they sare
taken before or after a full-time three years study course in the
University Law School, is a matter of indifference, be they two
full years of honest, diligen , responsible, preliminary prsctice.
Thet,it seems to me,is the only wey in which we can recognize +the
the obviously sound claims of those who believe in practical train-
ing. 2ut two years of office practice puts a compulsory degree in
arts completely out of court. Four years in Lrts, three years in
Lew, and two years of office practice, nine years in 81l - the wey
is too long. The whole course is too miscelleneous and seatter-
brained. INo other profession calls for so long a period of desul-~
tory miscellaneous work. Something must be done to forshorten end
intensify. What is needed is not so much more arts education, as
more sound, comprehensive sdvanced education in the law itself.
After all, this sorry screed composed of high snd noble ideas, let
me now offer my practical suggestions. These suggestions are the
following: - s

That the group of devartments which I have described as
public service studies of distinctly Csnadien interest end impor-
tance, viz: Canadian, British and Imverisl History, Economies,
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Politiesl Science, Government end Law be consolidated into a single
closely correlated wniversity section, and for thsat purpose, that: -

Standerd courses, that is, courses of tw or three hours
2 week, both elementary snd 2dvanced, in Internstionsl Lew Con-
stitutional Law, Roman Law, gritical end Comparative Jurisprudence,
Cbligations, Contracts and Torts, and possibly some other subjects,
such, for exsmple, as Cenadisn Comneny Law, including Bsnking snd
R.oj_].wﬂ_*; L.QU_!, be added to the conreec nf etudy in arte covering this
section and that, 7 -

AUAM e

Sveciel Graduate and” Summer courses leading he degrees
of M.A,, LL.M. and Ph.D., be nrovided for in this s« ion of univer-
e8ity work at MeGill. I am confident that With our o nt teaching
forece and equipment we could successfully undertske is ]
though one or two outstanding appointments might be
two or three years time.

f were adonted, the following results
would obtain: -

It would enable MeGill to feature studies leading to
Cansdisn services, hoth in her undergraduate work snd in the newly
projected faculty of specialized graduate studies, and thus to meet
the great demand which I outlined in the first part of this letter.

A four years course lgading to the degree of BeA., aiming
pointedly at the study of law,étudents would be able to take svecisl
or honour courses in law sub jects, such,es, Internstionsl snd Con-
stitutional Law, during their junior and senior years in Arte. The
0ld idea which I have heard mooted ang which has been tried in some
vrleces of allowing the student to take his first yeer in Law es
his fourth year in Arts is, I think, wholly unfair to the denart-
ments in Artsghiefly concerned. o student can do special or honour
wrk in Arts snd a full first year in Law during his final year in
Arts.

A five year course leading to the degrees of LL.B. and
B.C.L., two years in Arts, preferably in such subiects as Latin,
French, History, Politiesl Science, and like studies of recognized
utility in Law, and three years of full time intensive study of
pure law. I would also in the case of promising adults over twenty-
one years of age accept some years of commetent resl experience in
Financial or Commercisl offices in lieu of the preliminary two years
in Arts. All students regi stered for the LL.B. course would be
reauired to teke, and 211 the better clsss of students registered
fer the B.C.L. course, would be encouraged to tske this five yesar
training. I am inclined to think thaet this five year course followed
by the two years of office rractice meets the reocuirements of the
legel »rofession better than any other course on this continent.

By properly shaping their courses, students tsking the
B.A. 2iming at Law would be able to complete their work for the
LL.B. and B.C,L. degrees in two further years of study, thus takinge
both degrees in six yesrs.

The present course in Law could continue &s it is. So fer




ss International and Constitutional Law are concerned, I should be
ruite willing to give the few 1eo tures recuired by the Bar Associs-
tion egratuitously. Indeed, I think that I could prevare the students
for these examinations better by & short course of elementary coach-
ine lectures than I could in the more comprehensive courses which 1
am now trying to give and which will be mede much more comprehensive
if these suggestions are adopted.

I need not add in closing that you sare at liberty to m=ke
what use vou will of this extended memorandum. Doubtless Dean
Greenshields will be interested, and, if it affected the Law School
alone, I should submit it through him. Desn Laing, Professors
Besil Williams, Lescock, Hemmegon and my colleague, Smith, mey
be interested. The Faculty of Law will have to be consulted should
you think the memorsndum worthy of their consideration. FPoseibly
the whole thing might be 12il on the table for discussion at a joint
meeting of the Law Club of which Judge Howard is secretary and all
others interested who might care to attend. I am hopeful that the
Board of Governors with their more comprehensive sense on all matters
of 2 public service character will appreciate at once what I am
driving at. Should the suggestions meet with general preliminary
approval , I suppose that they would ultimately have to take the form
of 2 resolution by Cornorzstion coupled with & recommendation to the
Board that it provide the recessary ways and means and mske the
necessary appointments es soon as possible. A convocation pronounce-
ment, especially upon the public service features of the scheme,
would, I feel, meet at once with wide-spread public approvel and
applsuse.

As I have already said, I am sorry to trouble you with
this long memorandum, but I do not know how you can prevent it
unless you are willing to issue an edict comma anding your subordinate
officers to abstain from thinking seriously about university me tters
during the summer vacation months.

Yours very sincerely,

J/ /ﬁ({»—t/( oui




The special committee appointed a2t s meeting
of the Faculty of Law held on the 27th September last, to
engquire into and report upon certain gquestions affecting the

policy and work of the Faculty of Law and having special

reference to the subjects of instruection and degrees granted,

have met and considered the questions which have been sub-
mitted to them, but, inasmuch as 811 the members of the
committee are not in entire agreement, the unders
to submit the following report,

P

be followed by an expression of

members of the committee.

: LL.B. course., The committee have carefully

considered the problem raised by the smell registration of
students for this course.,

In view of the legislation at present in
force in the other provinces of Canada which does not re-
cognize this course as the equivalent of a common-law course
of study in those provinces accompanied by office attendance,
it seems manifest that the present course leading to an 1LL.B.
degree camnot be made sufficiently attractive to induce stu-
dents from other parts of Canada to attend in sufficient
numbers the instruction offered by MeGill on this subjeet. It
is not surprising to us that this should be so, because, in

the first place, a faculty which purports to cover the whole
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field of the common law with a necessarily limited staff

’ can ne succeosfully compete with such institutions as
Columbla Harverd, Winﬂigeg or Torgnto, where a considerable
numner of instructors -~ some of them recognized specialists -

svote their time to the teaching of common-law subjects; and

secondly, because of the enormous disadvantage under which
s common-law school will labour if it is established and
maintained in a province in which the common law is not

practised in the courts, It would seem about as diffieult

to successfully meintain a school of common law in a localdity

where there are no common-law courts as it would be to maff

qwtain a medical faculty where no hospitals existed and no”
’ im;% ‘eliniesl facilities were available.
? Even, therefore, if the staff of such =a
school could be very largely increased, so as to compare with
that of law schools in the United States and in the other
provinces of Cansda, there would still exist the great dis-
advantage resulting from the sbsence of a common-law atmos-
phere in this province. While we are convinced that some
instruetion in common law would prove useful to the lawyers
in this provinece who are in constant communication with
those in the other parts of Canada, and while we would There-
fore regard with favour the maintenance of a limited course
of lectures on comparative law in the different parts of the
Dominion, we think that the more ambitious scheme of founding
and maintaining in MeGill & national law school which would

equip students for practice in all the provinces of Canade

is, for the present at least, doomed to failure.
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For these reasons, we have no hesitation
in recommending the discontinusnce of the LL.B, degree and

the course leading thereto.

8.y Enlargement of the curriculum. It has been

suggested that the present curriculum leading to the degree

of B.C.L. is unduly rigid snd offers no opportunities for
those students who do not intend to devote themselves to the
practice of law but desire to be equipped for public life.

It is therefore suggested that additional and more advanced
teaching should be provided in such subjects as constitutional

law, comparative constitutionsal law, public international law

and diplomacy, and private international law, and that option-

al facilities should be given to students to elect these sub-
Jects instead of some of those preseribed in the regular
course.

However desirable it undoubtedly is to broaden
the instruction given in the faculty of law, it appears to
us doubtful whether any of the regular students proceeding
to the degree of B.C.L. could be induced to take these ad-
ditional lectures as optional subjects, inasmuch as the
Programme of studies imposed upon the law student appears
%0 be sufficiently heavy to take up the whole of his available
time, having regard to the time he must at present necessarily
spend in a law office concurrently with his academie studies,
To what extent such advanced studies would appeal to other
students, we are unable to say. Nor can we form an estimate
of the number of persons who would be attracted if such ad-

vanced studies formed the subject of & postgraduate course.
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The experiment might be made for a year or
two in order to test the demand for such instruction and
the faculty could then decide whether this extension work

should be continued or not,.

B Full-time and part-time professors. Opinions

are very much divided upon this subject, and the undersigned
hesitate to express any very strong opinion as to the ad-
visability of increasing to any considerable extent the
number of full-time professors.

It is generally considered that there should
be some of the professors who devote their whole time to
instruetion, and there are some subjects, like Roman law,

international law, constitutional law, comparative law

and
and public law, which are usually.efficiently taught by

men who are not engaged in active practice. On the other
hand, we would think it to be a distinct disadvantage if
the number of full-time professors should be largely in-
creased and the faculty should thus become divorced from
the active practitioners, upon whom a great many students
look as perhaps more suthoritative exponents of the law
as it actually exists. It must, of course, not be for-
gotten that the study of law has not for its main object
the creation of a theoretical system of jurisprudence,
but the application of the rules of law to actually
existing disputeé and the administration of justice.
There is also the practical consideration

resulting from the difficulty of offering remuneration

sufficient to induce competent men of wide experience
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at the Bar to accept positions as full-time professors.
Por this reason, it would elweys be difficult to have &
faculty composed of a large number of full-time professors
whose knowledge and experience would make their teaching
valuable, It is manifestly better to have part-time
professors whose competence is undoubted, even though

they may deliver but a limited number of lectures, than

to have a large number of full-time rrofessors, some of
whom, at least, would be men of little experience at the

Bar and others, men who have been failures.

4, Academic study and office attendance. In

the present state of the law, whieh requires three years!

clerkship in an office from students who intend to

practise in this province, it seems impossible to Carry

out the suggestion which has been made that the students
should give the greater rart, if not the whole, of their
attention to their academic studies, office attendance
being given = definitely subordinste Place during the
reriod of the university sessions. The Student is obliged
by law to give a reasonable amount of his time to office
attendance, and the Practitioner to whom he is articled
cannot conscientiously certify his attendance unless
it has been resl ang substantial, While it might Possibly
be better 1f the student could pursue his academic studies
for three years and then devote one year's intensive study
to office work, it is idle to hope that the student will
prolong his course of studies beyond the three years
established by law.

Until, therefore, the law on this sub ject

is changell, we think that it is out of the question to
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gk the students to discontinue or practically discontinue

their office attendance.

Yours very truly,
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Naturally very little could be done under such conditions.
Two students took the ex=minstions in 1919, one of whom feiled.
In 1919 I was myself sdded to the staff and
an extension of the teaching became vossible, though we were
still unable to meet the remirements of & complete common law
curriculum. In 1920 three students toock the exsminstions for
the second year, and nine for the first. (Two of the second
year students must have been admitted on sdvenced standing,
but I e=n find no record of this.)
In 1920 Professor lisckey joined us, and it
now beceme possible to orgenise a complete curriculum. The
arrangements for the session of 1920-~21 were necessarily
provisionsl, since Professor lisckay was not appointed until
after the session had begun. In 1921 nineteen students took

the sessional exsminstion. OFf these six nassed in the thirad

year, four second, snd eight first. Several of the third
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ye2r had been advenced on acecount of military service). One first
veer student fsiled.
The orgesnised curriculum tock effect for the first time

in September, 1921. This yesr is 2lso msrked by the rsising of our

-

gstanderd of admission, by the extension of the session to thirty

-

teaching weekse, by our election © \Aggoci i of Americen Law
Schools, and by the recognition of degrees by the State of llew
York. McGill was the first end is still the only law school in
Cereds to comply with 211l the conditions far election and recog-
nition respectively. INineteen students took the exsminstions in
1922 - five third year, eight second, and six first. Cf these two
failed, one in the second year, snd one in the first.

For the vpresent session we hsve s registration of fifteen
students, - seven in the third year, five in the second, and three
in the first, as well a2s one partiasl student who proyposes to enter
leter in the ordinsry wey. All the three new students sare B.A.'s.
Previously to this, only one graduate student had registered for
common law in the Faculty.

Previous to lsst year common law students reueived the
degree of B.C.L. Since 1921 they have received the degree of LL.B.,
thus distinguishing them from the civilisng and a2t the s=me time
conforming to the genersl mractice of law schools on this continent.

In this connection I should vpoint out, to svoid sny
vossible confusion, that snother LL.B. course, consisting of two yeers
in Arts and two in Law, was introduced in 1918. For verious reasons
this experiment wes not successful, snd it cesme to an end with the
graduating elass of 1922.

Cf the students now in the Feculty, I find that they vprovose
to vractise as follows:~ Ontsrio (3), Nova Scotiz (2), Memitoba (1),

Alberta (1), Newfoundland (1), West Indies (1), New York (1),

Pennsylvenia (1), Pslestine (2), two being undecided.

The gradnates of this course are also now very widely
scattered, and several of them are praetising at the ber in vsrious

jurisdictions.
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vhe distribution of work.
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attended by B.C.L. students. The LI.B. gtudents

similarly attend meny of the lectures given by the civilian
&llowing for withdrawgle the total -nuaber of
he present session amounts to 53 fo

course and 15 for the ILL.B., the l=tter being therefore

whole. Cne rvertisl student is studying common lsw. 1In

there are five gradustes

working on common law topics

is common ground to both syetems.

If you vill allow me to prolong this letter a

=

more, I should like to add a word or two of genersl comment.

common law course was sterted with view %o
supplying 2 professionsl treining for students proceeding to the
Ber. There were only three constituencies from which such sthdents
could come=- Censds, the United States. snd iest les. Of

these the provineisl bar societies in Csnads ha nown thenselves

ies
chiefly concerned to erect vnrotective fences around their own law
gchools and to venslize so far as possible any student who attempte

to study outside his own province. In msrked contrast to this we

have met in the United States with the utmost courtesy snd

[ =]

sympathetic encouragement, both from the great law schools




the sgtate
Censdisn
ing thet
Americsn
in 1920
be much likelihood of the suthori ties there devarting from their
rresent prsctice of sending students to be called to the bar in
Englend. On the vhole, therefore, it would sppesar
likely in the immediate future to atirsct very
the ordinsry vorofessional tyve.

Without committing myself to every detsil, I should
like t0 express my gene agreement with the constructive prorposgals
outlined in Professor lMesckay's letter to yourself. I do not agree

with him in thinking that we are st ovresent unable to offer 2 good
professionsl course, and in this our students would confirm my view.
At the ssme time I think that we should freme the LL.B. course
chiefly with an eye t0 ThOSe Who aim at entering the vublic service
and other activities, which we can do without failing to meet the
needs of the purely professional studemt. The curriculas of the law
schools in Frence are 211l framed upon these lines and they attract
many students of the tyve whom Professor lisckay has in view. Ve
must avoid mesking & course which is a2 mixture of Arts and Law: thet
wes the essential defect of the LL.B. eurriculum of 1918. Our
scheme should contemvlate st least three yvesrs given wholly to the
study of law, but with the weight 12id upon the cultursl rather then
on the technical sgide of legal study. That is to s=y, the new
course should emphasize such subjects as constitutionsl snd inter-
national law, diplomacy, legisletion, ete., snd give less time to

procedure, real vroverty law, snd other purely techniecal mstters.

I em sorry to have written st such length, but it

gaves time in the end to desl with the whole cuestion in one le tter.

I would 2dd that I do not wish sny personsl rights or interest of my

-

own to stend in the wey of any proposed reconstruction, snd I desire

to hold myself entirely at the disposel of the University.

Sincerely yours

YolSw: e

£hd
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HoGill Unlversity,
Paoulty of

mQZ’l‘. raa 1 ™

The Irinsipal,
HoFill Univarsity,
Honsroal.
Wer ire Frineipal,
W9 have sarefillly senelidered the

by the assndment to the Bar A¢t passed

pituation areaied :
Bt the last pescion of the Ieglislatire & shioh permits a
stadent heldins & redognised dezres in 1w %20 be adulitted
t0 the Bar sfter one yosryr of gubseguont glerkship: In
thie corgpotion we have aled cxaminad the majerity anid
minerity reporte submittad by the spadial coamitiee sarly
in 1924, the repert propared by Trofospers Haedougall and
iseiay, spproved by ihs faeulty sud acsoepted by Cerporation
a9 tha basisz of the re-orgunization of this faculiy,
resclution of the Msouliy of 10th Ceteber, 1514,

the exisgtiing eyuten of conaurrant University asnd office
nttondsnce and askine that the low be amended 80 45 %0
vermlit of & f4il tims loaw courss, fellowed by one yoar of
pragtioal office work, sad, finslly, the oommciite on the

lacture systen containsd in your report Tor 1983 - 4.

Isaving agide for the moment &ny
guention of instyuctional methed, we feel that the University
iv definitely committol %6 the poliey of effering the beut
possible logal education beaped mainly on the stuly of the
doman snd Oivil syciome and of deveting all ite awmnilsble
rescurges to this purpose., The Peguliy 18 slso on record

s bolny of opinion that throo yeosre should be devoiasd

oxolusively te the myetemmtico study of lsw ut the Univerpity.

four sowmitice thoroughly aprroves thespe deolslons and

roecoumendg thut:




mThe oowrse of pludy is %0 be baped on
the avsumpiion that the student iw Sevoting
his entive t(ine te hie University work and
provenre ie W ba applicd threush the
arransemsnl of legtures, ot@., W prevent
offige sttandanoe,”

Up %o the present the salle en the students’ time have
boon paok That 41t has been impoesible 19 expect from them
maoh reaiing or indspendent sptuly, and in eousecusnce the

legturers have bean forosd %o adopt the method, justly

oriticised in your report for 1928384, of attompting "t

prepurs & series of loagtares upon & given sublest, inclwiing

in thowpe loctures & complete pummary of the knowlofge which

they think secegsary Lo the stadent and they exsmine him as

2 his owisdss of th ntantis of thely saries of legiures.”
Your report zess on %0 say:

Jhe melhod which makee pindy sollutearal %o
legturen peoune $0 Vo smacily the reverss of that
which should be follewed, The primayy objeeit of
& Unlversity trainlog Le edasation, nol the papee-
ing of pxaninniions. The anly method/ dhtsining
adusttion, oF beogoming Titted o moet with wnd
wragile with thoe probleas of 1ife iz for the
stadent himpgell SC moet with and wrestles with

the problase ¢f leamiing. Leootures should be
go-ordinated with other study, lneteed of study
balng & more or lese uniapertani ad wnot to
lﬂat-‘w Ple ”

e poundnons of these views sppears te your eommittes
to be bayond question and it bolieoves that the sliminmtion

of oengurrent office attonfancs makes their sprlisatien to

this Puoulty not only popeible but esssentisls It therefore

restmaends that:

“The regponeiblility for scquiring inforastion
snd for foraming his Own opiulon must be plased
on the studeans:; the funotion of the teacker not
helng 80 much fh% furnishing of fnformation and
ready-meds ovinione soncerning lew as arcusing
Intersut, direct reading, sesisting in the selution
of Alffioultisn, and treining the mind in leghl
hinking, and in densequencsd the timetaile should
Ve arranged in such & way spg best L0 Bodure
sdeguate proparation for digoussion In olnse &nd
&% the pame time adegquate dlsoussion in elaes of
the problems raised by private stulym
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he sdoption of this genarsl sonscaptien of sdusation
will plase zugh more Work on ias student, mers partioularly
owinz to the lsok of geonveniont textebooks in preatizsally
all mubjests, In the opinisa of your gompsittoe this very
lagk 18 by no means an entirely rogretiable cirowastonce.
the ptudent, 80t baing able to raplece ihe unintelligents
memorising of leature notes with the ootally unintelligent
memorising of sram hooks, will have to turn $0 e gowroes
of our law and will study fer kiaself the processes ¢f legal
resgoning ag oxeaplified in the gorke of the Rlomsn Juriscensulte,
of Pothiar, of the wodern sronch writers and in the decieions
af our ows courts, Add to Thie time for thickiag, timo and
epportunity for dissussion with the othor stulents snd with
the staff, ani every student will in hie throe yoare at

HeGill be able H0 lay the foundstions of u pood legal

dhils sceepting and anpdoreing the above genaral prinesiples
of education, your ooumittes reslisos that the bescher muet have
a wide disoretion in their spplisation to his partioular

gub joat,

gefore lenving this point we wish 0 add that we fWlly

agree wilh you:

"that so fay 6 conseyns purely soadecsic WatToTs,
the &uty of the University o the undergroduste
is 1ot to £111 his hoad with & mixed aggor taont
of knmowlodgn of varisus subjects, but o tosgh
Bis how $0 wWork. for the youns mEa wae has not
enough anbition %o devote himself to making the
mogt of such guildapes, %o working upom his own
initiative in order % galin an sdupation, thoerée
i no resl place st & University. The Universiwy,
on the other hand, is doing less than ite &uty

§f 1% faile to laspire such asbition in the minde
of 1ts students, and it should be our alm po 0
sondast our teaching hwt at leapt pome of tw
men who oome to MoGill withont sny very definite
idon, should, aven during their Tirst yosy, gein
a sonsention of edusetional mathede whish will
snible them te chiain the srestost bonefil from
thelr sollope gourse."
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The adoptien of those rectumondations ap e leashing
method will recult in & suibstaantial reduction of Glens hours
per subjeet, with a corresponiing redugtion in the ¢alls made
by saoh clase on the time o Th« ataff cnd on slasu-room
2000mmodation, Advantage should %8 taken of the time and
sootmaddntion $hae saved te offsgt & separiation of gecond and
third yoayr clasges, This 1ir desirable for & number of rostsons,
it will rooult for one thing in gaall groups of gtudsnts whe

nve roached the sane ptate of developmente, thus grestly
facilitating prefitatle olass-room disgcussien, and, for
angther, 1t will permit the adoption of & simple, logliesally
arranged gurrisnlus.
| 2V 0N MAA-OL
In this connsstion your semnitise 8 & tentative

R Y . B Y SOV
ourrionlua herstc_snznsxed to the following festures of which

1T 4ir=ote sttontion,

1, dGreater attention 20 Zoman Jaw ag the bagis of logal
aducation,

B¢ The recognition that Civil Law and to & legser sxtentd
Commorgial few should saah be truated ae one subject,
ihe hendling of Civil Zaw In first and sesond yoors
before Commarcial Law im dealt with in third your,

e study 6f Civil Frecedurs in second and third yeor.
The introduotion of & thlrd yesr cturse on Comparstive
Law,

The discontinasnea of the fellewing courses:

(a} Jurisprudenss, a8 beins sliready covered by
Soman Lew, Clvil and Comparative Law,

{b) Public Utilitien, a8 Yelng dnnedossury.

(@) Fetarial law, =g boing of wminor edusational
valug,. y

A do f T O b o s o dnid .

The question of sdding courses im such gublecis ag

Trademarks, Matente and terkmen's Cemponsation hae beeon oOne

pidered, but It iz felt that uatil the now owrriculim hae been

in forge and there has been saple opportunity of seeing it fin




The Irinolpel wee=b,

eparstion, ne attenpt should be made To odd new coursas In

gpeclal subjooin.

The re-arrassgement ¢f the swrriculus will render noceRuATY
the preparation of liste of mugpested rendinge in sVory SOUrSe
on whioh the examinatisns will ve baseds This will invelve
sarefal study in erder 0 snEuYe gatisfactery ooursee sud
slose 00-0psration 40  angure Proper proport.i(:-g botween thoms
50 suegest thet in sddlition te the psgiler sessionsl resdlnes

gunmey rosdinge he presoribed &5 an integral part of ihe SONrea.

Your comaittee feels Lhnal & rasponeidioration of our
expizination systeom is desirabla. At present & ptudsnt atiends
s nubor 9f leatures, roade & Low Casan or exiraotae from
theoretical worke and famedis bely peeRes &0 exemiinl LOn Wo-
yared by his lecturer, fatarslly be iz able o foremee the
type of paper TO be % snd instesd of studying his subjoct
propares for the speelfiec sxanination paper ha antlolpies.
This oz be rvendered mere diffiewdi {¢ ot entirely sliminated

1. Af exssinstiome are held at lese fragquent intervals;
g. if Shey are conftusted Wy &N oxaminstion Bx beerd)
. AP every student ie maljected %o = tneroush oral
exsninntion; and
if ths fins)l sxasinstion gover the whols @F i -

gtentially the whole of The Thres gosra' WOFEe

It 4¢ therefore rooomuended that:

1. Hpnuinstions be held -

() at the snd of the first seseion oovering the
yoar's work,

(b) '8t the end of the pegend session sovering tne
pecond year's work, and the flumal gxuninat ion
in Roman lLew on the work of boih years to be
gleo hold at thie time.

(e) 6% the end of the gourse on the worl

b o 8
wree yoors oxgept

L




paming more 4577icalt dut

will enatle gouress %9 be sllotted onm & hasis of voolks insteosd

to courses.
which ores now lopt owine 4o PR A F Wi i oxsminations

end the Imavitable re-ngtion, 7The tescher remaing,ef course,

quite fres te Test hie studente from time %o time by tamt

PRpeTR, quisses, general discussien, or suy way he soou it

et all csniidates who succossfally pese the written

papeTe be pubjeated w0 & therouzh orel exazination,

L

et ultimataly all papers Be wel and marked by sn

axsmination somaittes and mntil sush #ime ap thie

v S Pop— b gy i B o e ol 1 AT T ]
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e snount of work in iensn Lav i greatly ingrezged,
the #% Went L iR oxXnsq 88 1o 1!"%\'”‘ Anc “tr Py l.:: :;.iﬁ
time 10 this sad ‘;mdt

S BOW'S == BOBSLOA —~ Barke 800.

nis will e handled g cne gsub loot a: the oourse
will izcliude an introduation to the :7'-1:1, of 1aw,
FOrgons and Troperty, ite scguisition, inclading
aoquisi tive preseripiion,

S hourg - posplon —- marke 300.

o shange. L ROUFr o= BOSELON -~ mMAFRS 200,

ey

A Taret term gourse dealine with the congtitation is
i%e historiosl and political sapeote.
1 hour = lot tern -- sarks 100.

scoond tora goirse wileh ahould bhe a groat holy e
gsndants in undergtanding mmoll of ths wory oL the
O8n lor FORDPE.
1 hour - End torm «- marks 100,

1 hour - gogglon <= marks 200.
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The Harvard Law School is e bes nown of these. In the recent=
ly published "Centennial sto the Harvard Law School" the
entlal conditions

not matter of controversy

5. The essentlal conditions o
are principally the following:-
&) The professors must

law school.

e¢) Professors must
success in profeassionsl life,

because they are qualified %o

6. The Law Faculty of McGill Universi
that date
asplrations was
their profession zs nolarle: vhe Provincs
“gnch and
practising membars
1897, was the first "profezseu
Faculty. Under his administraticn eduzsat
ed and the general efficlency pf the Faculty asdvanced, but the
scope of 1ts activities continued to be limited to prsparin

ents for practising in this province.

7. Thus limiting 1its cutlook and sndsavour, the Faculty

nevar expect to atiract a large number of students, and 3lince
year 1878 it has had a formidable rival Ain the Law Faculty of
(Montreal). In fact, the numhaf of students in the Faculty has
always been small. From the gtatistics of 'the de nial pericd
1904-1914 which =zre bafore me, (Appendix &

tendance 1In ths thres years

to have been 44.4,




=B

below 20. The top limit was reasched in 19 1 4 a
reglstration of 30. In time to come & gradual increase
commensurate with growth of population of the olity.

students may find their way to us rather than to

Laval, but that is all. It is plain that as a provinecial institu-

tion the Faculty has nothing be ® 1t but a futurs of resipectable

moediocrity.

juring the last few yesars, the Faculiy, while at the ssme

o~

time increasling the efficiency of its existing courses of study,

[

nas concelved larger ambitions and laid a solid foundation for

~

thelr realization. Thus

a) duplicated the course for the B.C.L. degres

Lo the nesds of students wao intead to practise in
Jurisdiction The old thres year course

A", the new three yasar course as "Course
for students

practise in this province from three yesrs to fou

3 M
¥ 5 oo - | A&« - i . L b
virned solifers and graduats

vhe dagree

combined course

years.

. In anticipation of these developments the Board of Govern-
ors ' , ago as 18186 authorised the appointment of a second full-
time professor who would take charge of the new subjects introduced
into our curriculum. During the past summer I was fortunate snough
to be able to rscommend for the new chair Mr. Herbert Arthur Smith,

Fellow of Magdalen Collegs, Oxford, whose appointment, one may




anticipate,
His duties

stucdents who

studles and undertake the

institution of Lhe above courses has involved a
extensive enlargsment of the scope of our teaching. In future all
students will take a course € res on jurisprudence in their
first or sscond ye This w supply the knowledge of fundamen-
tal legal principles and of compsrative law in which our
have hitharto been very deficlent. In addition to this
ents who are taking the B Course and the C Course for tne

the Course for the LL.BE., will attend lectures e olements
the Common Law and its history. These courses of lsctures will
delivered by 38 Smith. The curriculum of the second and
third yesars for i ; ' stud 3 (Course B) has not yet been

j..‘. :7;"111-.'

must be

thelr own ground.
11. The courses of study for the new degrees took effect last

session. By maeking use of existing material and postponing the new

subjects to the second year, it was possible to get the LL.E. and

m

Course € students started without any addition to the staff. Two

men reglstered for the LL.B. - botn M.A.s of MoGill, sngaged in

teaching work im tha city. This was wholly unexpected, and suggest-

ed a new source from whlch the number of students in cur Faculty
may be augmented, namely, graduates im Arts or Science who, from
one motlive or anothsr, may wish to supplement their previous stu-

th a knowledge of legal principles. Two men and one woman

registered for the combined LL.B. and B.C.L. (Course C), which was
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optional last
graduates and
ed themselve he B.! \C se B This was embarassing, as
the program called for lectures in jurisprudence and common law which
were not then available. However, I explained the situation to them,
and they expressed themselves satisfied with my offer of tuition in
these subjects. The result was that we started last session with a

considerkble accession of students attracted by the new courses.

12. The first year registration this year is phenomenal.

It exceeds 8C and is not yet complete. The great majority is made
up of men who mean to qualify for practice in this provimce. Wit
regard to these the increase of numbers is abnormal and saffords no
indication of future advance. What is much more significant and
encouraging 1s that eleven men have already registered for the B
Course 1n the first year, and three in the second. They come from
all over Canada and beyond. (Appendix B) Our Faculty has ceased

merely provinclial institution. The success of the Common
Law course seems assured. The LL.B. course, on the other hand, has
not yet established itself in favour. The idea tha aw can be pro-
fitably studied by men who do not intend to practise is novel and
has not yet taken hold of the public imagination, but it will do so.
So far there has been this year only ome entry for thls course, the
candidate belng, like ths two who entered last session, and who
Bave passed into their sscond year, a schoolmaster engaged in educa-

tional work in the city.

15. I mentioned above as one of the esssntial conditions of

efficiency in a law school that the students should give the whole

of thelr time to their law school studies. This condition is pre-

sent in the case of the Course B students and some of the students
for the LL.B. Another condition was that the professors should
give their whole time to the work as such. This is s0 entirely
the case that the experience of the American law schools affords
in the number of their whole time tsachsrs an easy measure of the

success and standing of a law school. I would almost venture to
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say that the calculation may be reduced
msetic, A law school with two full-time
as efficlent as a law school with one;
be twice as efricient as a law school with iwo.
course means, amongst other things, success in attra

Here again, provided conditions ars favourable,

gdents commensurazte with the increase in the numbers

14, I have said "provided conditions are favourable
an important qualification. One ic dealing with factors which
are largely unknown, but not wholly so. In the first place Mon-
pweal is the principsl city of Canada. It has already something
of the glamour of a capital. ; 15 & nt place to live in.
This is in our favo =3 ) regulations of the Frovinecial
bar Association | 8 : L r way?2 Not seriously. In some

-

provinces no objection would b e to studenis atiending our law
school during the couree of their apprenticeship. It is not so in
Onterio. There every student must be articled in the province and
must attend cours
in all the provimces the term of apprentliceshlp 1s recduced 1 favour
Ontario whexksdxrek student
who had not previously graduated in Arts would have 1O attend the
office for five years, during three of which he @ould attend clascses
at Osgocde Hall. By teking a degree at McGill he would reduce the
Le upder articles from five ysars to three, so that in regard to
the time spent in gqualifying himself for practice the clholce would
be between six years with the McGill degree and five years without
it. Once our law school is firmly established in public esteem, men
will bs willing to prolong their course of training by one year in
order to take advantage of cur courses and vin our degree. Fur-
ther, the declared policy of the Canadiamn Bar Association in fevour
of a free interchange of students between the several proviances will
operate in our favour. see herefore, ncthing 10 prevent us

drawing upon the whole of Canada for our studeats. How far we shall

do so will depend, not upon circumstances outside our control, but
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upon the quality of our own teaching. Finally, our reputation as

a law school once made, we may expect an increasing accession of
students from the United States nerica, as well as irom Burope
and other parts of ths world, psrtlcularly perhaps in connection

wlth our post-graduate courses,

15. The conclusion Lo which my remarks 1s directed iz to
urge upon ths Board of Governors an enterprising and progressive
policy in sall matters affecting the Paculty of Law, in order that
we may al an early date out-distance competi 3 and establish
ourselves as the premier lae school of Cana y undertaking to
teach Common Lew w& have 1ssued a challenge to the world whlch
must be made good. MK By creating a pos graduate degree in Law
involving resident study, we have invited persons come Lo us
whogse interest in law does not conslst in getting through examin-
aticns, All this implies a very high standard and a rapid addition
to our etaff of full-time professors. Happilly this Faculty has

a moderate endowment, and its income will be increased by
assume that it will benefit by fund which in
next few years will b«
University generally. Other matters are present

affecting the Faculty, such as the part which it ought to

university extension, but this memorandum is already long cnough.

It will serve to indicate some of the designs which I havs for the

advancement of the PFaculty, and which, if I continue to be Dean of

the Faculty, I shall hope to see effectled,
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The Law Faculty of McGill Universily;

future.

to the
future of an institution is no easy matter; but I shall attempt 1t.
The value of such speculations depends updn the solid foundation of

fact upon which they rest.
E )

a) Montrsal is and will
Canada.

b) Cansda is and will more and more become the pivotal
point of the Empire, particularly in its relatlions with the Unltsed
States of Amerlca.

c) Montreal, the mesting point of the two world-wide
ayatems of law, the Common Law of Bngland and the Civil Law of
Rome and Bontinsntal EBurope, offers uniqus opportunities for the

comparative study of those two systems.

%. The conclusion I draw from these facts 1s thatl Montreal,
more than any place in the world, is fitted to be ths
great school of law in which ths sclencs of law will
in its comparative a2nd intermational aspects. Such a
law would be a place of world-resort and world-wide influe

renown.

4., The path of advance for a university school of law is not
obscure or uncertain. The lines of development aave been ascer-

tained by the experience of the law schools of the United States

of America, extending, in some cases, over mors tham a century.




The Harvard Law School is the best known of these In the
ly published "Centenrial History of the Harvard Law School"
conditions of Ogress are arly indicated. Th

not matter of controversy but of incontrovertible fact.

ntlal conditions of efficisncy in & law school
ally the following:~-

The professors must give their whole time to the

students must give their whole time to the law

¢) Frofessors must be chose t on account of their
professional life,

are gqualified to issach

year 1855. From that date until the year 1918 the scope of ibs
asplrations was limited prejaring students for the practice of
thelr profession as advocates or notaries in ‘he Frovince of Quebec.
For many years its staff was drawn exclusively from the Bench and

practising membars of the Bar. Dr. F.F. Walton, appointed Deam in

1897, was the first "professeur de carridre® associated with the

Faculty. Under nis administration educational standards

ed and the genersl effic ciency pf the Faculty advanced, but the
cope of its activities continued to be limited to preparing stud-

ents for practising im this province.

T« Thus limiting its outlook and endeavour, the Paculty could
never expect to atiract a large number of students, and since the
year 1878 it has hed a formidable rival in the Law Faculiy of Laval
(Montreal). In fact, the number of students in the Faculty has
always been small. From the statistics of ths decennial pericd
1904-1914 which ‘are before me, (Aprendix A) I find the average at-

tendance in the three years together (omitting partial students)

Lo have been 44.4., During that period the firat year entry was




«Se
most often below 20. The top limit w:
first year registration of 30. In time 1@ & gradual increase
may be expected commensurate with growth of population of the city.
A few more French students may find their way to us rather than to
Laval, but that is all. It is plain that as & provincial institu-
tion the Faculty has nothing before it but a future of respectable

mediocrity.

8. During the last few years, the Faculty, while at the same
time increasing the efficiency of its existing courses of study,
has conceived larger ambitions and laid a solid foundation for
their realization. Thus it has:-

a) duplicated the course for the B.C.L. degree so as to
adapt it to the needs of students who intend to practise im a Com-
mon Law jurisdiction. The old three year course 1is now known as
"Course A", the new three year course as "Course B".

b) lengthened the course for students who intend to
practlse in this province from three years to four except for re-
turned soldéers and graduates. This is known as "Course C".

¢) procured the institution of a new degree of Bachelor
of Lhws (LL.B.) designed for persons who wish to study law, but
not with a view to practise.

d) procured the institution of a post-graduats degree of
Master of Laws (LL.M.) analogous to the degree of Master of Arts.

e) remodelled the conditions &f admission to the degree

of Doctor of Civil Law.

f) established 2 combined course for the LL.B. 2nd B.C.L.

degrees sxtending over four ysars.

®. In anticipation of these deovelopments the Board of Govern-
ors so long ago as 1916 authorised the appointment of = second full-
time professor who would take charge of the new subjects introduced
into our curriculum. During the past summer I was fortunate enough
to be able to recommend for the new chair Mr. Herbert Arthur Smith,

Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford, whose appolntment, one may




il e
anticipate, will bring a great accession of streagth to the Paculty.
His duties will be two-fold:-

a) to provide new courses for students who intend to

practise law in Frovine

the
b) to dirsct the studies and undertake the tuition of

those who do not.

10. The institution of the above courses has involved a
extensive enlargement of the scope of cur teaching. In future all
students will take a course of lectures on Jurisprudence in their
first or sscond year. This will supply the knowledge of fundamen-
tal legal principles and of comparative law in which our students
have hitherto been very deficient. In addition
ents who are taking the B Course and the C Course for
or the Course for the LL.B., will attend lectures on the elements
of the Common Law and its history. These courses of lectures will
be delivered by Professor Smith. The curriculum of the sscond and
third years for the Common Law students (Course B) has not yet been
worked out In detail. 1In consultation with Professor Smith I shall
frame a program which, if it is to be effective, must not fall short
of what is provided at Osgoode Hall or Dalhousie University. We
must be prepared to compete with these law schools and beat them on

their own ground.

11. The courses of study for the new degrees took effect last
session. By making use of exlsbing material and postpconing the new
subjecks to the second year, it was possible to get the LL.EBE. and
Course C students started without any addition to the staff. Two
men registered for the LL.B. - both M.A.s of McGill, engaged in
teaching work in the city. This was wholly unexpected, and suggest-
ed a new source from which the number of students im our Faculty
may be augmented, namely, graduates in Arts or Science who, from
one motive or another, may wish to supplement their previous stu-
dies with a knowledge of legal principles. Two men and one woman

registered for the combined LL.B. and B.C.L. (Course C), which was




optional last ysar and has since been mace obligatory except im for
graduates a scldlers additiorn to this two men presonte
ed themsslves for L C.L curse B his wes embarassing, as
and common law wnhich
then available. However, I explained the situation to them,
and they expressed themselves satisfled with my offer of tuiticn in
these subjsac The result was that we started last session with a

considerkble accession of students atiracted by the new courses.

first yesr reglstration tais year is phenomenal.
and is not yet complete. Tha great majority 1s made
mean Lo qualify for practice in this province. With
o these the inoreass of numbers is abnormal and & fords no
ture advance. What is much more significant and
men have already registered for tne B
and three 1i: 8 8801 fhey come f[rom

peyond. (A

pondix B)

a morely proviaclial institution. 8 8udt f the Common
sourse sgems assursed. The LL.B. ocourse, nn the obher hand, has
ttself in favour. The 1id«
do not lntend to practise

-

of the public imaginatlon, but it will
besn this year oaly one entry for thls courss,
being, llke ths two who entered last session, and who

passed into their sscond year, a schoolmaster e gaged 1in educa=-

tional work in the city.

I mantioned atove as one of the essantial conditions of
¢ law school that the students should give the whole
to their law schocl studies. Tnis condition 18 pre-

the Course B studente and soms of the studsnis
that the professors should
such. his is so entirely
Lne Amsrican law schools
Lime tsachsrs an easy meazurd of uhe

success and standing of a law school. I would almost venture to




proportion in arith-

rrofessors will be twice

gourss means, am:
Here agaln, provided conditi
increase 1n students commensurate with ' aseé in the numbers
of the professoriate.
14, I have sald "provided conditions are favourable". This
important gualification. One is dealing with fsctors which
ly unknown, but mot wholly so. 1In the . pla Mon-~
prineipral city of Canada. It has
of a capital. t 1a 2 pleasant
favour. Next; d regulations of the
t seriously.
8 attending our law
courie of thelir app It is"not so in
student must be articled in the province and
during his aprrenticeship. But
in all the provinces the term of aprrenticeship is reduced in favour
of a graduate 1n any Faculty. Thus an Ontarico wkexhzdxret student
who had not previously graduated ia Arts would have to attemd the
office for five years, during three of which he @ould attend clacses
at Osgoode Hall. By teking s degree at MeGill he would reduce the
term under articles from five ysars to threse, so that in regard to
the time spent in qualifying himself for practice the cholce would
be between six years with the McCill degree and five years without
it. Once our law school is firmly established in public esteem, men
will be willing to prolong their course of training by one year in
order to take adventage of our courses and obtain our degree. Fur-
ther, the declared policy of the Canadian Bar Association in favour
of a free interchange of students between the several provinces will
oparate in our favour. 7T see, therefore, nothing to prevent us

drawing upon the whole of Canada for our students. How far we shall

do so wlll depsnd, not upon clroumstances outside our control, but
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upon the quality of our own teaching. Finally, our reputation as

a law school once made, we may expect an increasing accession of
students from the United States of America, as well as from Kurope
and other parts of the world, particularly perhaps im comnectlon

with our post-graduatie courses.

15. conclusion to which my remarks 1s direct2d 1s to
urge upon Board of Governors an enterprising and progressilve
poliey in matters affecting the Faculty of Law, in order thatl
we may atb sarly date out-distance competitors and establish
ourselves as the premier lae school of Canada. By underlakiag
teach Common Law we have lssued a challenge to the world whicl

must be made good. NE By creating a post-graduale deg

ree
involving resident study, we have invited persons to comse

whose interest in law does not consist im getting through examin-
ations. All this implies a very nigh standard and = rapid addition
to our staff of full-time professors. Happily uvhis Faculiy has
already a moderate endowment, and its incomse will be increassd by
fees, PFurther, I assume that it will bemefit by any funa which in
the course of the next few years will be raised for ihe beneflit of
the University generally. Other matters are present ULO iy mind
affecting the Faculty, such as the part which it ought to play in
university extension, but this memorandum 1s already long cnough.
It will serve to indicate some of the dssigns whilch I have for
advancement of the Paculty, and which, if I contlnue UO

the Faculty, I shall hope to see eifectisd.
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Principal.
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Principal MeGill University,

General, Sir Arthur Currie,




Comparative Law (Jurisprudence)

Criminal Law

.

Aduiralty, Nerchant Shipping & Carriers

Principles of Insuranc Alternate

ta

Constitutional Law

(o]

yoars.

Tt B Mt M St Bt St

et ]

Puablic International Law

{b)

i selecticn oi‘aha following:

Irade Narks, Patents and Copyright ( Exohequer Court Practice)
Comparative Legislation

Advanoced Aduiralty Law

Advanoed sonstitutional Law,

7{The suggested allotment of Ffablio International
Law to this ohair is dopendent on no other and
More satisfactory arrangements being made.)

It is proposed,in sddition to the regular courses
now required for the 5.0.L. degree, to institute the extra
and advanced guurses in Constitutional lLaw, Jdmiralty Law,
the Law of Trade Marks, Patents snd Copyright,(including
Zxchequer Court Fractice) and in Comparative lLegislation,
above mentioned. 4 nunber of those spoecial courses will
prodably be assigned to the ohdir of Constitutional and
Federal Law. PFor the session 1924-25 a begluning will bde
made with two units in Advanced Constitutional Law, j




March 2lst, 1924.

Professor H., A. omith,
Faculty of Law,
NcGill University.

Dear Professor Smith:-

After consideration of the
questions involved by the abolition 0f the LL.B.
course, I am prepared to recommend ,- :

{1) That the professorship of Jurisprudence
and Common Law be suspended, with s view to replacing
it at some future date by & professorship in some
other subject.

(2) That the professorship of Constitutional
Law be' changed to the rrofessorship of Constitutional
and Federal Law,

The subjects for instruction
in which the Professor of Constitutional and
Federal Law would be responsible would bde, generally
spoaking, the Law of the Comstitution, and of the
constitutions of other countries, so far as negessary
Or desirable, and such branches of law, subjects
of Federal legislation, as may appear appropriate.




Professor Hol.Smith

For the time being, ana
subject to mingr changes, it is Proposed that
there be allotted the subjects shewn on the
attached schedule.

1 am prepared to recommend
that you de appointed to this chair as professor
at a salary of §




CHAIR OF CONSTITUTIOEAL AND

PrRas YEi HRS+ PR

Comparative Law (Jurisprudence) {Iaarly{

Criminal Law
SECOED AFD THIRD YELRS.

(a)

Admiralty, Herchant Shipping & Carriers 14
Principles of Insursange Alternate 1
Constitutional Law Jears. 1
Pablic International Law ¥ 1
{b)

4 selection of the following:

Trade Marks, Patents and Copyright (Exchequer Court Practice)
Comparative Legislation

Advanced Admiralty Law

Advanced Constitutional Law.

* (The suggested allotment of Public Intermational

Law to this chair is dependent on no other and
more satisfactory arrangements being made.)

1t Is proposed,in addition to the regular courses
BOwW required for the 35.0.L. degree, to institute the extra
and advanced conurses in Constitutional Law, iAdmiralty Law,
the Law of Trade llarks, Patents and Copyright,(including
Exchequer Court Practice) and in Comparative lLegislaticn,
above mentioned, 4 numder of these spocial courses will
probably be assigned to tho chair of Constitutional and
Federal Law. For the session 1924-25 a beglnning will be
made with two units in Advanced Constitutional Lawe.




CHAIR OF CONSTITUTIONAL AXD FEDERAL LAW.

FIRST YEA

1§

HRS per
WEL
er

Comparative Law (Jurisprudence) (Yearly)
Criminal Law
SECOND AND THIRD YEARS,

(a)

Admiralty, Merchant Shipping & Carriers
Principles of Insurance Alternate
Constitutional Law years.
Public International Law¥

(d)

A selection of the following:

Trade Marks, Patents and Copyright (Exchequer Court Practice)

Comparative Legislation
Advanced Admiralty Law

Advanced Constitutional Law.

"(The suggested allotment of Publiec International
Law to this chair is dependent on no other and
more satisfactory arrangements being made.)

It is proposed,in addition to the regular courses
now required for the 3.C.L. degree, to institute the extra
and advanced courses in Constitutional Law, Admiralty Law,
the Law of Trade llarks, Patents and Copyright.(including
Exchequer Court Practice) and in Comparative Legislation,
above mentioned. 4 number of these special courses will
probably be assigned to the chair of Constitutional ang
Federal Law. For the session 1924-25 a beginning will be
made with two units in Advanced Constitutional lLaw.
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18t August, 1920 Facalty of Law
o McGillgUniversity
5 Montreal
The Hon. Mr Justice Greenshields
5% Simpson Streetb, Montreal
My dear Judge?

I am writing to you to suggest that you should call a Fac~
ulty meeting at the earliest opportunity in order to dlscuss the
question, which has mow become urgent, of making adequate ppo-
wision for the Common Law side of our teaching during the coming
sesslon.

The situation at present is some what critical. In 1918 the
Governors decided to extend the usefulness of the McGill Law

Faculty by providing a course of study for students from the
various common law jurisdictions, and in 1919 further effect was
given to this decision by the appointment of myself lo my pre-
sent chair. Last session the Governors sanctioned the estab-
lishment of 2 second "pull-time" professorshipy, and negotia-~

tions were opened with Professor 1.8.Hackay of Saskatchewan, but

circumsgances arose vnich prevented any appointment being made

before Dean Lee left for England.

I have called the situation eritical, because it really
amounts to this--that we have proclaimed to g1l the world oub
readiness to give an education in Eng ish Law before we are
properly ecquipped for doing s0. Obviously no one man can pro-
fess to cover so wide a field while maintaining the standards
which = great university should require, and I am afraid that
the world will not believe in our claims until they see that
more adequate provision is made 10 meet them.

In the mean time inquiries are continually coming in from

prospective studenis in a2ll parts of this continent and in the
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JAMES PARKER HALL,

NIVERSITY OF CHIC

ASSOCIATION

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT, EX-OFFICIO
SECRETARY-TREASURER. EX-OFFICIO
ARTHUR L. CORBIN,

YALE LAW ScHOOL, NEW HAVEN, CONN.
GEORGE G. BOGERT,

CORNELL UNIVERSITY, ITHACA, NEW YORK

THOMAS A. LARREMORE,
TULANE UNIVERSITY, NEW ORLEANS, LA,

OF AMERICAN LAW

HENRY CRAIG JONES, SECRETARY-TREASURER
{IVERSITY OF [LLINOIS, URBANA

SCHOOLS




December
Fourteenth
1922.

Dear Professor Hall:-

On behalf of the Govermors of
Me(Gill University I am writing to exprese the hope
that the Association of american ILaw Schools may
find it possible to hold its annual meeting at
Montreal in December, 1923.

If this invitation should prove
acceptable I need hardly say that we should be
very pleased to put the Urniversity buildings at the
disposal of the Association for the purpose of the
meetings and to extend to all the members such
courtesies as are in our power.

The Faculty of Law desires to
assoclate itself cordially with this.invitation,
and we shall lodk forward with sincere pleasure
to the opportunity of welcoming you if the
Association finds it possible to accept our
suggestion.

Yours faithfully,

Principal and Vice-Chancellor.

Professor James Parker Hall,
The Law School,

University of Chio
Chicago . i

-







February lst. 1922,

My dear Sir Arthur ;=
I am greatly indebted to you for
your kind letter to Capt, Bradshaw., I am sure that it

will be of use to me, and I greatly appreciate it.

I had an interview with Judge Lafontaine, Dean
of the Law Faculty of the University of Montreal, He is
entirely sympathetic and will gladly cooperate with McGill
in eny steps that may be taken to ameliorate or cure the

present existing conditions., Judge Martin will see

the Dean of Lavel at Quebec and obtain support from there,

if possible,

I have discussed the matter fully with
Judge Martin and Judge Surveyer, and they know my views
on the matter, I will be away, of course, when the

meeting takes place, but Judge Martin will fully




represent me,
Again thanking you,

I remain,

Your ery sincerely,

U,

Sir Arthur Currie, 2 NS R N

Principal MecGill University,

city.







October 18th, 1924,

My dear Bovey i=

At a recent meeting of the Faculty it was
decided to appoint a Committee to consider the question of
optional subjects. The Principal was to name that Committee,
and he z sked me to suggest names, After consultation with
some of the members of the Faculty I beg to submit the
following:

Professor J. E. Martin
" H. A. Smith
N E. E. Howard
I will act with the Committee, s ex=officio, if
it meets with the Principal's approvals
Yours sincerelyy; /;
1/ .'f. f ;:j i

II-"-'/. I J 4 ) r“\“ l""
NAALA Y PAALALA >

Colonel Bovey,
Principal's Office,
McGill University,




January Jrd, 1924,

Professor
Vice-Dean,

BcGill Univ

Dear MNr.

I have given careful consideration
to your letter of December.l2th and %o the proposal for

a Summer School which you have there outlined.

feel gquite sure that -the course
would be an extremely interesting one, but I am not yet
guite convinced as to its drawing power and would like
to talk it over with people more in touch with the
sources from which you might expect to obtain students.

_ There is, however, ano
and that is we must, I think, be prepared

coming for the Fremch School.

be full by reason of their own &

we cannot look for any help from them. Taking

this into consideration, while I do not wish you to
think that the project is definitely set aside, 1
feel that it will be impossible to make arrangements
this year.

Yours faithfully,




McGiLL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

FACULTY OF Law
OFFICE OF THE DEAN
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tter to

omitted to refer

of the '10th instant, I

would carry much more weight "if endorsed by

Faculties of the Universities, rather than as a petition
from a Student body",. nay that I have discussed
this whole matter on more oceassions than one with the
Dean of the Law Faculty of the University of llontreal,
with a view $o a united action. He did not, however,
see his way to move at the present time. Had he
censented, I would have at once brought the matter u p
before our Faculty. I may tell you that I consider the
petition as but a very thin end of the wedge. My hope is,
sometime, to have our degree of B.C.L. accepted as an
Admission to Practice, without further examination. You
will understand that where students do not go forward to
B.C.L, at our University, but follow an

years, an examination must take place

final examination . in our Faculty for




degree of B.C.L., is much more thorough and exhaustice, and a

very much better test of a student's knowledge of the law
than the semi=-gnnual, ofttimes ill-prepared and ill=diges
xemination submitted by the "learned men of the East",

corposing the Examining Board of the Council

and I shall not cease to endeavor to get the

in that sense. I admit that I am not altogether hopeful

of any success. With all respect, I am not free from

the idea that these semi=-annual Bar examinations, accompanied

-

by the student-payment of substantial fees which enable the

Examining body to indulge in semi-annual ®junketings”

to various parts of the Province of Quebeec, may seriously

obstruct the bringing about of what I desire, and which

desire is abundantly shared by some, if not many, of the
-

members of the teaching Staff of our Faculty.

L=

The petition in guestion was prepared by
Mr. Justice Rinfret of the Supreme Court, who is, as you
know, one of our Professors. It was signed by Mr. Justice
Surveyer, another Professor, who added his qualifications

as a Judge of the Superior ( nd a Professor th

=
-

aw Faculty of HeGill. Neither Mr.

o
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concerned, I op attach to

that my signature is an evidence of my

er, take an

Quebec to see you

nd regards,

Yours since

Sir Arthur Currie,

Principal McGill University,

Cit y.

o
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Nove 18th, 1925,

dear Sir Arthur :-
I am enclosing you herewith a translation

the Petition about which we have corresponded.

o
_(LXZ le/j/

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal McGill University,

8-3t %
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To the Batonnier General, and
General Council of
Province of

The humble petition of the undersigned

l. That they are law students,

of completing their studies in the sci )f law to

¥al

the end that they may qualify to become members of the

2, That since a certain number of years the custom
followed has been, that a student in order to be admitted
to the practice of law, should pass an examination before
o Committee of the Bar upon all the

and subjects which form the

law of ‘the Province.

3« That since a certain number of

of study in the different Universities have

-

rziseds The Law courses have been improved
followed more studiously than heretofore, due largely to
strict re;ulations, both as to courses of study and

exeminations,

That the Faculties of Law exact from the student:
maximum of points on all subjects before he

can obtain his degree of Eachelor of Law.

5. That except in the ¢ e of certain students, the
regulations of the Bar require a degree before the student

en proceed to his final examination for Admission to

practices

6. That the undersigned are of opinion that in the

interest of the Bar, as well as that of the student, it

would be advisable to so modify the regulation with

s

respect to the final examination, that the student who had




e
submitted to and successfully passed
exaninations on all secondary subjects, to wit, Roman law,
Constitutional law, ernational law, Legal history and
Muniecipal law, and who had obtained his degree, should not
be further submitted to an examination by the Bar, except
upon the prineipal subjeets, to wit, the whole body of

Civil law, Civil procedure, Criminal law, Commercial law

and Maritime lawe.

And yvour Petitioners are of opinion that

the Bar and the student would gain thereby.

-

The student, because thereby he would be relieved
from a number of subjects which, although having a certain
importance in the study of law, a profeund knowledge of
the same is not of the same value as a knowledge of

the principal subjects above mentioned.

Moreover, the student would have more time to

devote to the study of

would thereby be in a better position to prepare himgelf

for his final examination,

The Bar, on its part, would find its interest
in changing the system, and would be enabled to make a more
thorough examination of the student on the more important

subjecis,

The Bar exsmination being had only upon the
Principal matters, could, and would be more exhaustive
and thorough, and thereby more effectively testing the

gualification of the candidate to the extent of his knowledge

of the law,

For these reasons the undersigned humbly pray,

that the present petition be given serious consideration;

»




et a report be made to
arrived at with
and the hope is expres
amended at
ffeet, that from and
examination for Admission to
candidates

only upon the

And your Petitioners as in duty bound will
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Remuneration if

SE0Y given by Lecturer

Roman Law

Civil Law, Real
Property, etc.

Private International
Law

Persons and Civil
Procedure

Obligations
Criminal Law
Company Law
Law of Evidence

Merriage Covenants,

Lease, Hire, Pre-

seriptions, Minor

Contracts 1,200,

Commercial Lew, Bills
of Exchange, Banking,
Merchent Shipping and
Carriers

Wills, Substitutions,
Successions, Gifts
inter vibos

Commereisal Law Cover-
ing Insurance, S21e8
of iloveables

Munieipal Law
Perochial Law

llandate, Partnership : F
Legal Higtory : ' 1,200,

EAS11Sh Law &nd t
Jurisprudence .. _ Thegse oye now delivered an
y full-time Professor.

Public Internatiomal Lew is covered, and probably always
be, by full-time Professor.

; : This will increase the amnual expen:
vy § /9@ over last year. On the other hand
this yéar show an ingcreese of § over
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his new develop.mént and wish

which is almost certain

Doctor Mackay. "
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Sir Arthur Currie,
Ilhul al,
cGill Univers ity
Q].LL.L._LA.J..

A\rthur Currie:-
In the course of our conversation oi a week
ago with regard to the curricula in the Faculty of Law, I
stated that the General Jaunvl of the Bar of this Province
had included in the course of study for those seekinz admis-
sion to the practice of Law a course on the Enzlish Common s
Law, concerning which you desired more exact i“JOLIdtlun. 1
have looked the matter up and iind the case to be as follows:
Sy-Laws Fos,ol to 54 inclusive of the Bar
of the JLu»lxve Ji uebec determine the bll-luu¢dm to be fol-
lowed by Universities and Law Schools 1LJCrb‘;lh* the teach-
lI_J.I urll b(illul\_l—nuvs 10r t_utt I-..Lulbc’. 01 LaW, J_J\r J_rc—-nf ud Llells
with the course of study. During the session” 1916-17, the
following paragraph was” added to By-Law 52:

> Law: 30 lectures.
a :Jnuiqe enquiry into the
1eral knowl ledeoe of the main A
1vll and commercial laws of the

R "Comparat i
Ihis course compri

1 &

?
'\I Ju.k/l .LBS 1J.J-~IVI_11T_111-":

Okl"' ,_OTlhu s 01 Canad

vV
s6
‘41_1 ll )L conmon ldh d 7'e
’ Clvy

_ . This %dJJeC* oif Comparative Law was also in-
by-Law 40, dealins with the examination ior the
oi law and Lne amount o f ;;rts to be miven to each

but b? a l1ootnote it was :thl led follows:-

JUU"ebbldn 9 of section 46 and
Llun of section 52 of the Ily-Laws of the

1r Comparative Law will be in” force only when
shall have established and given such course in

This, to my
ully u11vr
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WORK FOR MR TYRDALE

Alternative Schemes

{A) -Without altering the existing curriculum or
permanent professors assign to him the

srs Johmneon, Chipman, and Rinfret.

to him the lectures of Messrs Johnson

ge Surveyer's lectures on Persons

2
e

and Chipman, also Jud
and Profm Macdougall's biennial lectures on Private

International Law,

(C)-Assign to him Mr Johnson's lectures, perhaps
increasing the number. Also transfer to him Judge Mar-
tin's courses on Corporations and Bankruptcy, in each
case douhling the amount of instruction given in these
important subjects, and Judge Howard's first year course
on Obligations. Prof. Macdougall's course might with
advantage be added. The principle of this scheme is the
assignment of the whole field of commercial law to one

teacher.

In each case I think he ik might take the biennial
short course on Criminal Procedure at present taken pro-
visionally by Mr Rose. Schemes A and B would givem him

about sixk lectures per week and € about eight.

,9;3{_&.?“ 1ect v, ff}?f

Rowtel “ 200
Q.m“{,\r oL0 - £0o
e,

Luﬂ}uMa 7(¢

f{_:‘-\:- > - e
‘ F
qﬁ&AtU\ bov

Swwﬂi&

- ,'L.l"'.' llu,-:, pr"((tnf_.‘ T ’?eMC’\.-—-.

2

R WA § $1876 & altemctr Yew-—,ﬁ 23350

B. 279 : 2980

et 3180 JYH L2
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EUGENE LAFLEURK.C.

GORDON W.MACDOUGALL,K.C
LAWRENCE MACFARLANE. K.C. / /‘r : / = e
GREGOR BARCLAY (#r 2 Ve ads 18th October, 1925 .

wW.B.SCOTT
HON. ADRIAN K-HUGESSEN

3ir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K. CeBase
Principal, MeGill University
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur,

Oon my return from Ottawa I find
of the 16th instant enclosing communication forwarded by
Professor Mackay. I also received a letter from
enclosing some notes which he has made for the
committee.

I will communicate with MeSSIS Wainwright

and Montgomery and endeavour to fix an early date for a

meeting of the committee.

Yours very truly,
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Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.C,,
MeGill University,

Montreal,

Dear Sir Arthur:-

you called, informed that

here,

have no speci

to undertake,

no more suitable name suggests it

pleased to serve as a member of

I assume that I will hear from Mr Lafle

s

when he wishes to take the matter up.

Yours truly







McGiLL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

FACULTY. OF LAW
OFFICE OF THE DEAN
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Hone. Phillippe Roy,
High Commissioner for Canada,
1719 Boulevard des Capucines,
Paris, France. ;

It has been brought to my netice
that students holding the degree of Bachelor of
Civil Law with honours in this University are
not considered to be eligible for admission to
study as candidates for the degree of "docteur
en droit" in the French universities.

The matter is of some importance
to us, since a graduate of our Law Faculty is
annually sent to France to study law in the Uni-
versity of Dijon under the terms of the Macdonald
benefaction, and other students sometimes go to
study law in France as holders of Provincial
Government scholarships.

I am informed that by a decree of
the 7th February, 1923, the Minister of Publiec
Instruction ordered that candidates should be
admitted to study for the dootorate who held the
degrees of:~ "Licence en droit de 1l'Universite de
Montreal", "Licence en droit de 1'Universite Laval",
."Licence es lois de 1l'Universite McGill".

There is no degree given in this
University bearing the -title of "Licence es lols".
There are two undergraduate courses in law leading
respectively to the degrees of Bachelor of Civil
Law (B.C.L.) and Bachelor of Laws (LL.B.) Each




Hon. Philippe Ro

course consists of three years legal study, and

po student is admitted to study for either degree
unless he has successfully completed one year in

the Faculty of Arts or obtained an equivalent
standard elsowhere. In 1925 this entrance re-
quirement will be raised to two years in the Faculty
of Arts, or its equivalent.

The majority of students entering
the Faculty of Law have previously takem four
years in the Faculty of Arts and obtained a degree
therein.

Those students who succeed in _
qualifying for the degrees of B.C.L. and LL.B. are
graded in three classes, of which the two higher
are designated as first and second class honours,
respectively. These classes correspond to the
"licence en droit" of the French-speaking univer-
sities, and the students who graduate without
obtaining honours at McGill are equivalent to the
"bachaelieras en droit".

I have, therefore, the homour to
request that you will be good enough to lay before
His Excellency, the Minister of Public Instruction,
the facts to which 1 have ventured to draw your
attention. Our desire is that those students who
obtain first or second class honours in the final
examination for the degrees of B.C.L, and LL.B.
should be regarded as having obtained the "licence
en lois” within the meaning of the decree of the
7th February, 1923. The practical result of this
interprptation will be to place these students
upon the same footing as those who follow the
corresponding courses in Laval University and the




rhilippe

Universite

of %the

s £ p
vaicCh

the

de iontreal.

With this letter I am enclosing a
Annual Announcement of the Faculty of
will enable His Excellency to appreciate

the .nature of the courses of
ided I skall be happy to furnish
further information which
ving at a decision.

With assurances of my highest esteem,
honour to remain, my dear High Commissioner,

Fver yours faithf:




17 19
BOULEVARD pes CAPUCINES
PARIS

ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE

“"STADACONA - PARIS ™

TEL: CENTRAL 18-03
drd January 1924

I have the honour to acknowledge
receipt of your letter of the 7th of December
last, the contents of which have been commu-

icated to lir. Léon Bérard, the French Minister
of Public Instruction.

The question will be presently raised
before the "Commission des Equivalences" on the
occasion of the next meeting ard I have already
the assurance that a favourable decision will be
the outcome.

I shall not fail to let you know the
reply as soon as in my possession.

I have the honour to remain,

Yours very truly,

( #7 /// S
/

COMMISSIONER GENERAL FOR CANADA IQ/FHANSﬁ.

Y

81y Arthur w., Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B,,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
MeGill University,
MONTREAL,




AT B
BOULEVARD pes CAPUCINES
PARIS

ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE

“STADACONA - PARIS”

TEL: CENTRAL 18-03

11th liarch 1924,

Dear Iir, Currie,
I beg %o acknowledge receipt

of your letter of the 2lst of February
and I have not lost sight of the matter,
but up to the time of writing I have
received no confirmation from the liinistére
de 1l'Instructior Publigue.

% I was informed that the question
had not been examined yet by the Committee
of Eqivalences, owing to more important
matters having been put on the table, but I
have the assurance from the Minister himself
that any bachelor of civil law coming from lie
Gill University will be entitled to the equi-
valence in order to prepare the doctorat en
droit. There is no doubt that before long
the official confirmestion of that right will
be published ard forwarded to you immediately.

s Any matters perteining to administra-

tive decision always require some time before

Sir Arthur W. Currie, B.0.M.G., E.8.B.,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
MeGill Uriversity,
MONTREAL.,
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McGiLL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

FACULTY OF Law
OFFICE OF THE DEaAN

British snd American sources

uovernor Geners the dJudiei Lommittee
. Council, Powers of the Imperiel Parlisment ove SE€ Car
institutions of Britieh origin he growtl [ overseas amtonomy.
2 hours per week L] i '

relations: A careful study of the B.N.A. Act, Ame

provinceeg, Constitutional
u:..]:Juj_\_n T‘
ernational Law
statute, n ~.Jul aliz-
Lawren nce

the }
2 .hou rs

This half 8 the present course in Internstional Law and g compulsory

f

for bulletin of the Law School.)
Part IT :-. Inte :‘:__-‘__.;“-‘_I. W lels - : Hsto ry, @ careful Etah(_iduf
conventions: The
&, the Hague Conventions, Post
Nations and after, Courts of international Law,

second half-year.

of Jjustice as a function of
ldLlOD to ) v'tf ture, the COMthlULiOD of courts, f
Jury, counsel and other court off icers, the rights o
court procedure, arbitration, investigation, the
crime and civil 1“§-_-;i.-'t..‘;:, p{‘o;c;rij, pos:ze j(n’ contra e COmMmere e,
L‘-b:‘pr_-r"-.'f,-ig-n;, banks, money, the rights of employer and employee , forms of
law, a comparalive study of the Roman-French znd English systems, codes
and cases.
2 hours per week during the year.
careful,scholarly study of Roman forme of govermnment and law
"luence upon modern _J':-‘ Ems.
week during the year.
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PIERRE LEFPAULLE 2,RUE DE CLICHY. PARIS (IXY)

DOCTEUR EN DROIT LOUVRE 56-48

S.J.D.HARVARD (ETATS-UNIS)

AVOCAT A LA COUR Aug, 4, /25 .

Mr C,J MARTIN ,
Aeting Principal,
MeGILL UNIVERSITY,
MeGILL .

My dear Sir

I thank you very much for your letter
of July I6th, I cannot say how deeply touched I have
been when I learned from you what the professors of
the Law School were willing to do for me, But I must
say that I cannot accept their very kind proposition,
as T would not wish to be a financial burden to my
colleagues of Montreal, I cannot express my feelings
for their generous proposition, and I beg you to tell
them that I will never forget the proposal they have
made to me,

However, I hope to be some time nex%t
fall at Montreal, and I would be quite willing %o
deliver during my very short stay there two or three
free lectures,

Yours faithfully,
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McGiLL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

FACULTY OF LAW
OFFICE OF THE DEAN

. P
ne __aa.'_Ja

Referring

which you sent to me some days ago,

find that the charge referred
the disorder which occurred in & polling booth
Lawrence Ward during the recent provincial elections. MNr.
Crestohl was one of the scrutineers of this booth, and the
person who really the started the trouble pointed him out
subsequently t policeman as one
concerned in the assault. According
charge was quite unfounded, and this is borne out by the
fact that when the case came to trisl the complainant with-
drew the charge.

" -

published an explanation

of the whole matter : 16" Jewish Chron: ) which he heas

shown me, but I think we

s0 far as the University is concerned.

Yours faithfully,




THE AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE

COUNCIL OFFICERS
GEORGE E. ALTER
HENRY M, BaTEs
BENJAMIN N. CARDOZO GEORGE W. WICKERSHAM, PRESIDENT
JoHN W, DAvVIs
HERBERT S. HADLEY
WiLLIAM BROWNE HALE GEORGE WELWOOD MURRAY, TREASURER
JameEs P, HaLL
LEARNED HAND WM. DRAPER LEWIS, SEcReTARY
JXEBERNORN (7 B 3400 CHESTNUT STREET
EpwARD J. MCCUTCHEN
JoHN G. MILBURN
ANDREW J. MONTAGUE
Victor MORAWETZ
GEORGE WELWOOD MURRAY J&HU&I’Y 12, 1924,
EMMETT N. PARKER
ELIHU RooTt
ARTHUR P. RuGcc
CORDENIO A, SEVERANCE
HARLAN F. STONE
GEORGE W. WICKERSHAM
SAMUEL WILLISTON

ELIHU ROOT, HONORARY PRESIDENT

BENJAMIN N. CARDOZO, VIiCE-PRESIDENT

PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Sir Arthur Willism Currie, Dean,
McGill University Faculty of Law,
Montreal, Canada.

My dear Sir:

The by-laws of the American Law Institute provide
that during the continuence of office the Desn of McGill
University Faculty of Law shell be an ex-officio member of
the Institute, and we understend that you are the Desan.

In order to insure the accurscy of our list of
ex-officio members, we shall asppreciate it if you will indicate
on the enclosed post card whether you still hold the office
of Dean of McGill University Faculty of Law.

The Annusal Meeting of the Institute will be held
in Weshington, D. C., on Saturdsy, February 23. Full information
in regard to the Meeting will be sent to you later in the month.

Yours very truly,

Miss Anna M. Judge,
Executive Secretary to the Director.
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CABLES SREEP P.O.BOX 578

DAVIDSON, WAINWRIGHT, ELDER & HACKETT

ADVOCATES, BARRISTERS &C.
TRANSPORTATION BUILDING

ARNOLD WAINWRIGHT. K.C STJAMES STREET
AUBREY H.ELDER

F.WINFIELD HACKETT MONTREAL December 5. 1921

W.H.BIGGAR

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.ll.G.
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, MeGill University,
Montreal.
Dear Mr. Principal:-

I have your letter of the 28th ulto.,
and as a member of the Faculty of Law appreciate the state-
ment of your attitude therein contained.

I quite agree with the views expressed
by you relstive to the Deanship of the Faculty.

Yours faithfully
A
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Greenshields,

Dear Judge Greenshields:-

The Principal would like
your opinion on the enclosed letter from Plerre
Lepaulle, whom you will remember as having been
here last year,

Yours faithfully,




FACULTY OF
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FACULTY OF LAW

REPORT ON THE LAW FACULTY OF COLUMBIA
UNIVERSITY

By permission of the Principal and the Acting Dean I spent
five days (10th to 14th January) in investigating the organisation
and methods of the Law Faculty at Columbia University.
Dean Stone and his colleagues spared neither time nor trouble
in their anxiety to place all information unreservedly at my
disposal and to make my visit as profitable as possible. I have
noted below the features which appear to me to be most im-
portant, and I will conclude with certain suggestions as to the
development of our own policy. In making these suggestions I am
of course aware that our present poverty renders it impossible
for us to attain immediately the standard of efficiency which
has been achieved by the great American law schools, but at the
same time I think it is wise to have a clear vision of our objective
and to keep it constantly before our minds.

Buildings:—The Law School is housed in Kent Hall, a
handsome four-storied building, with internal measurements
on the ground floor of 200 feet by 50. The whole of the ground
floor, with the exception of the entrance hall, is devoted to the
reading room of the library. On the second and third floors are
the lecture rooms, the professors’ private rooms, and a room for
moot courts. In the top floor are rooms belonging to the Faculty
of Political Science and other departments whose work is more
or less connected with that of the Law School. In the basement
are the students’ common room and other accommodation,
the offices of the “Columbia Law Review,” and four tiers of
book stacks containing accommodation for over 100,000 volumes.

Library:—The library contains about 80,000 effective
volumes, which is approximately half the number contained in
the Law Library of Harvard University. The amount annually
spent upon the purchase and binding of books is about $12,000.
The staff consists of a librarian and ten subordinates of various
grades. In Kent Hall the ground floor is mainly occupied by

o
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the reading room, which con
books which are in more or less daily request. The library i
very extensively used by the students, and the number of
volumes consulted during the session amounts to between 30,000
and 40,000 a month. This is largely due to the case method of
teaching, which compels the students to do a large amount of
library work. The development of the libr 1s plz

very scientific principles, each department 1 ng add
due proportion. The Librarian, Mr. Hicks, was goC
to spend a couple of hours in explain
and I have noted several poi fi

about 20,000 volumes of those
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g everythin
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s for fu
not dwell upon them now. At presen
with pointing out that the Columbia libre
superior to our own in every department,
which a Canadian University ought to
Even in the field of purely Canadian law book
is very much better than ours, and in :
there is simply no comparison between tl
seems to me to be a matter for al r
ishes to pursue advance i
or British institutions should be
American rather than in
development of our library
an average standard of efficiency. Furthermore our
needs to be thoroughly reorganised, properly catalogued,
placed under the control of the Faculty.
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material in an
Canadian library. A very | ;

ary if we are to attain even

Staff:—The teaching staff consists of nineteen member
fourteen of whom give the bulk of their time to the work of the
Faculty. This does not debar them from consulting work nor
from an occasional appearance in court in cases involving special
knowledge, but they are established in the University and do not
attend law offices. The professors all have private rooms in
Kent Hall, where they are continually available for consultation
both by their colleagues and by their pupils. A great deal of
valuable literary and research work is produced by the teaching
staff, both at Columbia and at other leading American law
schools.

The standard salary for a full professor at Columbia is
$10,000, but I understand that one or two individuals receive

more. The full salary is not usually paid upon first appoint-

ment, the amount varying in each case according to tl

> arrange-
ment made with the individual. Appointments are made for
three years in the first instance, and are then made permanent,
subject to good behaviour and continued efficiency
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students at Columbia
3 come from New
Union, and

Women

No student is
or ]“.\ done at least
course for the p

arrangement, for it stimulates
to develop their own special
provided for senior students in

*h subjects as Law, Modern Civil Law, Admiralty
€ The total number oi' courses offered to students in the three
years is 44,
The teaching is conducted on \\'11&1_1 is known as the

rdel

method, as introduced by Lar
this is lied whether the 1
uncodi New York h
e th};er States, while cer
gotiable instruments, are co
he whole of the Union.
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i Tnmc‘- is no forma
in which the prof tes from a maz
copy down his notes verbatim. Before ea
given a group of cases to study Tm
profes upon some stud
cular case. student then summ
xplains the reasons for
(‘1'1.1!:{:,:-'11 that he may feel disposed tudents are
then called upon for their op nions, and the 171=thﬂu‘ cormitrols
the whole discussion, which he winds up by giving an analysis
of the legal principle inve e judgment. An hour of
ass work usually covers the discussion of three or four cases in

his manner.

at Harvard in 1870,

suc 11 as
1 statutes
method
stery of
)Se princi-
1 lecturing of the kind
ript and the students
ch lecture the men are
lecture begir

any

1 tes to give a full description and
criticism of the case method instruction. The best analysis
of the system is contained in the report made in 1914 by Pro-
fessor Redlich of the University of Vienna, and published by the
Carnegie Trustees. I would venture to suggest that all the
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members of this Faculty should make a careful study of Dr.
Redlich’s report and consider the applicability of the American
method to our own teaching.* It is sufficient for me to say here
that I agree with the conclusions at which he has arrived, and I
think that the system, subject to the reservations which he
mentions, should be adopted in our own school, each teacher,
of course, being left a wide discretion as to the method of handling
his particular subject.

I must say that I was extremely impressed with the en-
thusiasm of the students, the quality of their work, and the high
standard set by the examinations. There is no roll call taken
at the lectures, so that attendance is entirely voluntary. Never-
theless there is hardly any evasion of lectures, for the simple
reason that the student who cuts lectures cannot possibly keep
abreast of the work. Under the system of dictated lectures he
can borrow the notes of a fellow student, and we all know that
among our own men typewritten copies of the notes are cir-
culated from hand to hand. Under the case method of teaching
this kind of slovenliness is impossible. Nor did I notice among
the Columbia students any of the newspaper reading and other
forms of inattention with which we are familiar. At Columbia
the student who is not sufficiently interested to give his mind
to the lecture is quite at liberty to stay away.

The examinations are conducted upon the same principle.
Nearly all the questions consist of practical problems, which the
student is required to solve, giving at the same time full reasons
for the decision at which he arrives. Obviously this system
leaves no room for the type of student who gets through an
examination by the parrot-like reproduction of lecture notes
committed to memory at the last moment. The only student
who can pass the examinations is the man who both knows his
law and is able to apply it in particular instances.

Relations to the Bar:—In the State of New York the Bar
holds its own examinations and gives no credit for the possession
of any University degree. The only concession is that which
permits attendance at a law school (whether in a University
or elsewhere) to be reckoned as equivalent to a period of ap-
prenticeship in an office. The same holds true of most other
States, and in general it may be said that admission to the Bar
can be obtained on fairly easy terms. In one State—Indiana

*Upon this subject reference may also be made to Lord Bryce's American
Commonwealth (1910 edition), vol, ii, pp. 670-671, and to two articles by
Dr. Hazeltine in the Law Quarterly Review for October, 1917, and January,
1918.
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1.1'.I.E_, constitution even

orbids the Bar to exact any other quali-

1 of a good moral character. From
1 law schools must stand or fall
ce they have no privileged position and
derive no s any special relation to the Bar. Men
come to Columbia, not because it helps them to pass their
Bar examinations, but because it makes them efficient lawyers.
This is fully recognised in the profession. Dean Stone shewed
me a large file of letters, from which I learned that all the best
law firms in the country, as well as the Federal and State govern-
ments, are continually asking for men who are recommended by
the Law Faculty of Colum bi;a To that we can offer no parallel.
Such ‘11(]\‘1r1<,':; are very nearly unknown at McGill. The average
practitioner in ‘\mnlxml appears to attach no importance to the
work which a man does at McGill or to the opinion of the Faculty
upon his abilit

‘Lb.

Other Activities of the Faculty: —Students have many
facilities for availidg themselves of the advantages offered by
other departments of the University and in particular by the
Faculty of Political Science, which is one of the strongest de-
partments of Columbia. In this Faculty the study of law is
combined with that of history, economics, and other forms of
political and social science, the ﬂevcr'ﬂ purpose being to train
students for journalism, teaching, and the various branches of the
public service.

A fund, known as the ““Legislative Drafting Research Fund,”
has been donated to the University for the promotion of the
scientific study of legislative drafting and for the collection of
materials relating thereto. Under the unavoidable complexity
of a federal system such an office can perform an important public
service, and its guidance is being continually sought by the
numerous legislatures of the country. The fund also offers
special opportunities to advanced students who wish to study
legislative methods or to carry on research work in connection
therewith.

The Faculty does all in its power to encourage intercourse
with other Universities, both in the States and elsewhere, and
its members take a prominént part in the general intellectual
life of the nation. The free circulation of men and ideas is
evidently much more highly developed in the States than it is in
Canada. The Association of American Law Schools provides a
means by which the members of the principal law faculties in the
country can meet once a year for the discussion of problems of
common interest. The summer sessions of the Universities




offer further opportunities for teach and students to mo"e
about among the various schools and gain a wider outl
can be obtained in any one place. Lastly the Institute U[ I"-
national Education, which is a Federal body created during
war, furnishes machinery for the interchange of teachers
students between the United States and foreign countries.
were no Canadian names on the | kept by this body, so
tured to give my own, at the same time expressing my !-:-chc-:
McGill would be willing to co-operate in any such work.

The
legal periodicals well
managed entirely by t
tions from the leading _j: I
chief features is the sci f
cases, and its opinions are frequently cited in the courts. 1
reviews are mair 11:1\".&(1 by the other leading law schools nl 1}'
country. In Canada I am sorry to say that we have not a single
legal periodical of anything like the same standard.
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of several excellent
3 and elsewhere. It is
tains frequent contribu-
pe and -u-ﬁt-'if‘a. One of I"*i
sion and criticism of recer

Conclusions:—I will conclude these observatios 3
indicating briefly the policy which I think we should ourselves
ursue if we really wish to raise our Faculty to a position of
equality with the great law_schools of the United States. In
making these suggestions I do not for :J,tL that in some respects
the pursuit of our ideals must for the present be greatly ham-
pered by lack of funds.

(1) We should endeavc to have a much larger staff of
. [

Drouwun who give their main time and attention to the work c
teac In saying this I do not mean to cast any reflectio:
upon those of our colleagues whose time is mainly occupied wit!
other activities. On the contrary the University owes them a
very real debt of gratitude for the amount of time and trouble
which they bestow upon the work of this Faculty. What l d
mean is that the wo:‘i{ of a professor, properly considered, is of ¢
kind which demands the full attention of any man, no matter how
able or distinguished he may be. Professorial teaching involves
much more than the delivery of formal lectures. In the first
place it requires continual study, and this study should range
over a wide field. Secondly, the professor should be in daily
touch with his colleagues, and should also be readily accessible
to his students. Thirdly, it is essential, if a law school is to
maintain its reputation in the profession and in the world of
learning, that the teaching staff should be able to make some
contributions of value to legal literature. Fourthly, he should
be able to interest himself in the general policy of Lhe University
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(2) It is necessary to reconsider our methods of teaching
and examination. I ¢ ) sh to force my own opinions upon
the Faculty, and I would therefore suggest that other members
of our staff should endeavour to visit the chief American law
schools and make a careful study of the methods which are there
mployed. So far as the case system is concerned, I would point
out that it has made its way in the States entirely by virtue of its
own intrinsic merits. It has met with much prejudice and
opposition, but in the course of fifty years it has now won its
way to almost universal acceptance. Of course it is not a cast
iron system, and individual teachers can handle it in different
ways according to their own judgment. The essential principle
of it is that men should be compelled to use their own brains
instead of being merely spoon fed by the lecturer. At any rate
I would suggest that we should entirely discard the old-fashioned
method of dictating lectures, and adopt the principle that nothing
should be taught by lecture which can be equally well given in
print. Students should be encouraged to take an active part in
the work of the class-room, instead of merely copying down the
professor’s notes. Similarly our examinations should be set so
as to test the student’s grasp of legal principles instead of merely
finding out how far he has succeeded in memorising his lecture
notes. From what I have said it follows that we should raise our
standard of admission so as to exclude those students who are
intellectiially unfitted or unprepared to profit by such a course of
study. In all the principal American schools the students are
now required to be of graduate standing.

(3) We should endeavour to do eve ything in our power to
promote both personal intercourse and the exchange of ideas
between ourselves and the other Universities of Canada and the
United States. I would recommend our joining the Association
of American Law Schools, if they will accept us, and taking an
active part in its annual meetings. We should try to arrange for
the delivery of lectures here by distinguished teachers from
elsewhere, and at the same time assist our own staff to visit
other Universities.




(4) Every effort should be made to obtain a permanent
building suitable to our needs and in keeping with the dignity
of the University. I do not think it is necessary to labour this
point, but I will remark in passing that it is essential to have our
library under our own roof. The library itself should be ex-
panded to the utmost limit which our funds will allow and placed
under the charge of our own librarian.

(5) My nex
At present McGill g
subjects which are
Political Sci
ment shoul
closest

the University.
ching in those
-ulties of
nce. I woul pgest that the scope of this depart
d be greatly enla hould work in
ible co-operati Ity, the students of
ng encouraged selves of the teachi

y the other.

to avail the:

(6) In a memorandum submitted
term I urged the este nt at McGill
on the lines of those ich are succes
leading Universities of Europe and America.
proposal being carried into effec
undertake to publish throug ss a Law Review
which shall give an opport on of educated
legal thought in Canada and thus assist in the development of a
genuinely Canadian legal literature.

These observations and suggestions are submitted with all
respect for the consideration of the Governors and the Faculty of
Law.

operated by the
In the event of this
he Faculty should

HERBERT A. SMITH,
Secretary of the Faculty.

Faculty of Law, McGill University,
19th January, 1921.
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received yours of
rence to a petition to
the Province of qQuebec, asking that certain changes
made with respect to the subjects covered by the nal

for Admission to Practice, I regret i

;0 that petition has in any way disturbed you.

-

- and a good many - when I was a member of the
Council of the Bar, I, with some others, urged and sought to
bring about Practically the seme change as is now soughte.
We were not successful, but I am still of opinion that the
changes a si ) and shall do what I can to bring these
changes about: the me time, I have no doubt whatever that

Petitioners will not meet with success.

I want particularly, and with mphasis to smsure
you, that in signing the petition I did not sign the same as
the Dean of the Faculty of Law, or even as a Judge of
the Court of King's Bench. I was asked to let it appear

that I was &g Judge of the King's Bench and Dean of the

Faculty of Law. I did




either for one or for the
support to the prayer of
the document, and will make it perfectly

represented no one but myself. It will not,

S

therefore, appear on the petition that I am in any way

onnected with the Law Faculty of leGill, either as Dean or

Professore.

I am leaving tomorrow for Quebec and will return
at the beginning of the week, when I shall take the first
opportunity of seeing you. I understand that some other
members of our Faculty have signed the petition, but of that

I am not certain,,

I em afraid you exceeded the prescribed limit

8 tc the number of daily speeches while you were on your

ar

Western trip.
kind regards,
I remain,

Sir Arthur Currie, Yours sincgmely

Principal

MeGill University,

2 T S

P
-LJ.H.

sed,

.uLUle

//;//ff{/{,,, (A L ALAEL
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v
So certain am I that the petition will be
so little importance do I attach to my
that if you wish me I shall withdraw it, as

e Tl
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November 29th, 1G21.

My dear Sir Arthur ;=

I beg to acknowledge receipt of yours
of the 20th inst, with enclosures as therein stated, I
also received a letter from Mr, Lighthall., I have not yet
answered it, but when I do I shall take the liberty of
sending you a copy of my reply. In the meantime, I
quite approve of what you said in your answer, and the
manner in which it was said.

Yours falthfully,

Sir Arthur Currie,

Principal McGill Uniwersity,
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ig in
Faculty
appreaiats,
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»silion you hold as

ould think sueh & petition
would carry much more woight if endorsed by the Law

Faculties of the Universities then as 2 petition from
a student-body, whose wisdom in such matters might be

questioned, I should like to see you some time abount
this.
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CABLES:UONCREEL JOHN J.CREELMAN,K.C.

J.S.B.MACPHERSON

CREELMAN & MACPHERSON

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

DOMINION EXPRESS BUILDING

MONTREAL Sept. 10,

Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.M.G., K.CeBos,
Principal, McGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur,

As one of the Elective Fellows, representing the
Gradustes in Law, on the Corporation of the University, I am much
disturbed at the very high percentage of failures at the Quebec
Bar Exeminations last July of those who but & short time previously
had received the Degree of B.C.L. at McGill,

The Law Faculty of MeGill University is primarily intend-
ed to prepare English-speaking students for the practice of law in
the Province of Quebec, and in view of the large percentage of feil=-
ures at the Bar Examinations in each of the two last years it 1is
apparent that all is not well with the course of instruction in the

Faculty of Law. It is my intention to raise this question at the

next meeting of Corporation when I expect to have avajlable some

data and figures.

1 consider it a matter of urgency that the Law Faculty
should at once re-organize its syllabus in order thet those receiving
the Degree of B.C.L. shall be better prepared for the Bar Examinations

of the Province of Quebec. Unless something is done at once, law




Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.M.G., K.C.B.

students will be diverted from MeGill in favor of the University

of Montreal, from which institution in the last two years the
percentage of successes in the Bar Examinations has been much
higher.

It is openly stated that only about one-third of this
year's recipients of the Degree of B.C.L. at McGill were successful
in the Bar Examinations in July. When I compare this with my own
graduating eclass of 1907, all of whom passed the Bar Examinations
of that year, I am satisfied that something is radically wrong with

the present system of instruction.

Yours respectfully,










