
MCGILL UNIVERSITY , 
Se~tember 18th. 1922. 

FACULTY OF LAW 
OHICE OF THE DEAN 

Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.I .G., 
Principal of McGill '0niversi ty t 

ldontreal, r~ue. 

Dear Princi "Pg 1 t 

In a casual conversation vd th you last May t 

I ventured to suggest certain ~ro~osals wrrich I had in mind 
as a result of my tv.o years experi ence in McGill and which 
may possi bly De of some interest to the Uni versi ty. I 81 so 
suggested that I should set these ~ro"posals down in the form 
of memorendum in writing for your ~~serious consideration, 
if indeed you should think them worth considerB,ti on. 

I am now venturing to write to you at some 
length for the purpose of carrying out this suggestion. I 
need scarcel~T sa.y, too, D.t the outset thA.t these nro"!')osals 
are some~at in the nature of a blind venture. Indeed all 
~ro~osals are necessarily more or less blind at birth. Ha.ving 
thought the matter over, however, during the summer months, 
I am ~ite convinced that once the general ~rincinle is recog
nized, the aca.demic details may be ee.sily and almost immediately 
set in working order in McGill. 

Th~ University faculties in Which I am chiefly 
interested are the newly or~anized feculty of Gramlate Study 
a.ni Research and the Faculty of Law. The relationshi"p between 
these tv.o faculties m,:a:r not seem very Ll1.ti!OOte R.t first, but 
only R little reflection is needed to show the.t this rele.tion
shin is really much more intimate than is generally recognized. 
University legal education, int~Lded, a~ it is, for intensive 
l1"pplied -profeRsional 11.ses of a serious 'Public service nature, 
ought to helong to the very higheRt degree and grede of thorough, 
im-partia.l t Rcholarly training tMt any uni versi ty cgn afford to 
offer. The better class of schools in the United St1;ltes have 
long recognized this fact both in principle and practice. Harvnr~ 
Cornall, Columbia and several others hnve long since placed their 
law schools on a strictly graduate basis. 

The import~mce of graduate work ca.nnot be 
over-estimated at M.cGill. Bold and decided effc-rt in this direc
tion is more essentia.l to the future of McGill tbPn in Any other 
Cenadi en Uni versi ty. The reR.sons why this is true nrp- numerous 
and obvi ous. "fost of the other recogniz ed uni versi ties of Cnnan:=t 
are more or less Provincial in character and most of them are 
sU'Pported altogether or almoRt 8.1 to r:ether by fundR derived from 
the Provincial EYchfH'ruer .. Ea.ch of theln t therefore t MS a larp-'e 
Provincial constituency of its own,end it is only natural that 
university students il1 the different Provinces should attend 
their own institutions, unless they be ambitious enough to dpsir '" 
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~ ~ade of uni versi ty educ8ti on di stinctly higher and better then 
their home institutions are able to offer. This is obviouSly. too, 
m~. de ell the more nrobable by the fR.Ct thR" t trRvelling expenses t 
lmiverAi ty fee , and the generHl cost of living are much higher -
in some cases e hundred nercent higher - in .iontreaI than in the 
loca.lities where the several Provincial institutions are located. 

On the other hAnd tit is usually distinctly di fficul t for 
these st8.te su"!"ported inf;titutions to set e. high stand~rd of univer
sity educetion. Everyone Who wishes to Rttend. whether adeauately 
nre~ared to attend or not, claims the right to attend an institution 
sU'Pported out of uublic funds. Any n.ttempt to creA.te a univers1 ty 
so suuported for the benefit of the celect ambitious scholar is 
firmly and hotly resented by the general public. The results are 
always in such c~seR a m8rked tendency to lower the standard test~. 
popular outline lecturing to large unwieldy classes, numerous ex
nensi ve ventures into eaRY 'Popular subjects and departmen ts of study 
falsely supposed to be of greater utility than the standard essen
tial subjects, couTlled. RS these tendencies alwa.ys are, with rapidly 
increasing budgets chargeRble to l8nd. buildings. eaui~ment. adminis
tration, m~intenance and general overhead exnense RCCOuntS. In some 
of these 1nsti tuti ons, I wi 11 venture to say that of m.v 'Person~.l 
knowledge more thH.n three-ollerters of Rtudent enrolment is f~r 
below standard grade. In Rome of them, large masses of students 
are admitted to s~ecial courses and to various groups of short 
~opular courses without being renuired to ~ossess even an elemen
tary school education. 

Please notice that I am not finding fault with these in
stitutionR. On the contrary. they Bre dOing, I believe. exactly 
What it is their clear duty to do. They are dOing, in other words, 
for higher and further education wrrat the free public school system 
of this continent haf; 8.lreHdy done for secondPry Elnd elementary 
education. Hevertheless. every educationist knows that the stA.n
dard of work done in the free com~u1sory public school is distinctly 
below the stAndFlrd VIh ich ~ obta.in~ in the better class of -private 
school in Eurone and New En~ land. ' The free public school ~ims at 
the Adeauate eoucation of the average, indifferent human unit. It 
aims at an avera q-e ,::Ind,thcrefore, of necessity, hits a low avera.ge. 
The point is that there is always a place in every community for 
en institution nrepared to recognize the claims of the young man 

or woman of exceptional 'Promis~. But of that no more at -present. 

Com'Pare iilcGill. McGill is not a Provincial Universi ty • 
It has Virtually no pre-empted te~tory of its o~n. ItR conRtituency 
is smaller B.nd daily growing smaller, owing to the -pressure of 
French influence on the north end the growth of many -progressive 
institutions of higher education in English speaking 'Provinces. E~st 
and 'lest and South. ~,lcGill must be Federal ~nd Nation'?l or nothinQ". 
If it c~nnot exnanct outward, it must expend upward, or stand still, 
or uossibly go under. The conclusion is ulear; it is alike the 
duty and the ~ destin.y of UcGill to stand stoutly by the claims of 
thorough scholarshiu and more especially. as I shall show later, by 
the claims of exce~tion81 scholarship and thorough training in 
relation to sub~ects of distinctively Can,::ldian national intere~t and 
imuorta.nce. Nothing really stands in the way of this undertak1ng. 
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Suunorted as she is by funds derived from the munificence of priv~te 
uersons keenly interested personall y in the claims of higher educ~
tion. McGill may set her standards as high as she chooses and no one 
can complain. Higher standards and.if necessary, fewer num bers. 
should. I suggest, be the general directi on of ... cGill policy in the 
future. That is the main reason w~V. as I have said, bold and 
decided action in the direction of advan ced -post-graduate educ8,tion 
should be undertaken at .,l.cGill as soon as possi ble • 

There are, however, several subjects Rnd departments of 
study in which .,1cGill cannot re8,sonably expect to undertake post
graduate work a t present. Some of these subjects are the following, 
viz: Classics. ?hilosopby. Ancient and Continental European History 

English Literature t and nossi bly Jure ,:e.thematics, W:>derns. Rnd 
some branches of Pure Science of a highly theoretical, speculative 
Rnd exuensive character. In these subjects of world-wide signifi
cance and European origin, l.lcGill cannot really hope to comp;I.ete 
successfully at present with the more liberally endowed and better 
enuipped universities o f "<:llrope and the United States. And it 
must not be forgotten - as it all too often is - that it is most 
ana1ling fraud to induce any student ,esnecially any student of 
suffic ient promise to undertake -post-graduate work. to attend 13, 

university. knowing well that better oppor~~nities f or his work 
exist in any other available institution. In these subjects. it 
would, I suggest, be better for ... cGi1l to devote all her energies 
to the task of maintainin?: a high ~nd, if -possi ble, a very high 
Rtandard of undergraduate work and then to send her distinguished 
graduates abroad for their post-graduate training . ~~~e , RS 

everyvm.ere, the claims of th e student are paramount ~.nd ul ti mA te 
and no honest institution cRn 1)08si bly overlook that fact. 

There a.re, however, some other subjects, vmich I have 
alread,1 referrecl to 8R Rub jects of iii"'tinctly Can8dian interest 
and. importAnce, which just becp-use they arise out of condi tions 
-peculiarly Ca.n::l.dian an d ought to be in close touch with distinctive
ly Cn.nndian problems, ~jM can only be successfully carried to 
completion in our home universities. The bubjects to which I 
refer are Canadian, British and Imperial History, including the 
History of the United States, Economics, Po1itic91 SCience, Govern
ment ~md Law, a nd I will add Education and PRychology, because there 
is R.1v.rays an educational and psycholo~ic8l fRctor in every sub,iect 
of human study and in every pursu it of human interest. GenerA.11y 
Sl)eeking, it is impossible to obtain speCially trHined men from 
abroad to undertake these subjects I h9ve just npmed. I know of 
more than one uni versi ty in Can'3da v-m. ich has been wai ting for 
several years ~ast tomake ap~ointments.in these denartments end 
which have not been made because men Ul) to the stand~rd h~ve not 
been forthcoming. Why should not Iv cGi1l undertake to meet this 
demand? Besides there is the wnole field of the civil and di~lo-
me tic service. I '3m told, for example, tha.t the now -pro .iected 
CB.nadian Department of External Affairs at \{ashington will soon 
cR,ll for a v.ho1e COr1)fl of men, and they should be men, everyhody 
knows. of the very finest and thorough tr~ining for their Vlork 
that any institution of learning in Canada C8n possihly ~ronllce. 



• 

/ 

I' 
/ 

Bir Arthur Currie --4. 

Only Ipst June, too. we listened to a most interesting appeal at 
the University Conference in \linnineg, c811ing for overseas recruits 
for the Imneri81 Coloni~l services in other ~arts of the Empire. 
Everybody knows that our nublic services everyWhere at home Bre in 
const8.n t -orepsing need of trained C'ualified men. :b'inFl.lly, al thoug;h 
more remotely, no uni versi ty can s.fford to overlook the claims of 
P19tform, Parliament and Press, and last but not leAst, thp. Bar Rnd 
the Bench. \Thy should not McGill venture out into this larger field? 
o~en for ~en of sunerior education. Let me turn now to legal educa
tion. 

Jniversity legal education in Canada is in a deulorable 
'Position and •. :cGill is no exce~tion. Hitherto the dcGill Law School 
has belonged to the type which I have else\1here called the Collpteral 
type, thfl.t is to sP.y, it has been devoted to the t8.C'k of coachin~ 
local law clerks in classes ,or ~erh8ps I should say in class forma
tion, for the ~urpose of admission to the local bar. In other 
words. it has been engaged in doing for the nrofession what the 
'Profes~ion is bound by contract to do for its own clerks. This is 
the type of law school found virtually every\~ere in Calmda. Frank
ly I have never thought that a university should recognize this 
work by granting a degree. Three years of lectures done after hours 
falls far short of the reauirements for any other degree. Even an 
arts degree calls for four years of full time study and an arts 
degree is always an amateur thing com~red with a degree intended 
for seri ous pr ofessi onal uses. Furth errnore, as long as the number 
of lectures, the hours of lecturing, the sub~ects of study, the 
char~:l,Cter and extent of the exa:ninations and the membershin of the 
Board of Examiners are deter:nine d by the -profession, there is really 
no room left for uni versi ty independence, nersonp 1 influence ruld 
"progress. This aspect of the nresent system seems to me to be all 
hut fatal. 

Recent ventures in ~lcGill I fear are not going to succeed. 
I ~a.y this not because our ideas are unsound, but because we are 
not, I think. going about them in the right way. le are to some 
extent at least attemnting to build u"p tm IHw school~, F!. civil 
law school and p. common law sch 001, when one good school is really 
beyond our resources. Furthermore, there exists here, as in all 
the C8.nR.dian universi ties, the fundamental cleavage between the 
claims of educ.c:!,tion and the claims of T)rofessional 'Practice, one 
faction emphasi7.ing the necessity of a 'Preliminary ~rts degree and 
th~ough comprehensive courses in the su~posedly more educative Rub
i&cts, such as Constitutional History, Constitutional Law, Inter-
national Law, Roman Law, Cbligations, GenerA.l Juris'Prudence, etc., 
and the other emphasi7.ing the claims of office attendance, close 
contact with the local 'Profession and heavier courses in the 
sUl?posedly more practical sub,iects, such as Com'P8.ny Organ i 7.13. ti on, 
The Administr8 tion of ERta tes, Loc$:1l Sta.tue La.w. Office and Court 

Procedure, etc. The result is an almost com-plete break down at the 
center, ending in the frecruentl.v 'Pitiful confusi on of the pstu~en t. 
Some decision on this issue, it seems to me, must be reac~ed 1f we 
are to ~roceed a.ny further with university legal education, here 
or elsewhere in Cpnada. 
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Thp, real aue st ion is wha t c~,~,J3. uni versi ty really do for 
the education of the lawyer? For ~v ~ ~~rt while, I believe, 
that Court Procedure, for example, may be made just as interestin~ 
and just as educative s,s any other subject ~ I do not believe that 
a university Law School can teach the student to ~ractice. en the 
last analysiS ~ractice must be learned by practic~. The most that 
the uni versi ty CB,n do is to so tea.ch and train the student that 
he may reasonably expect to begin to ~rBctice as soon as possible 
with marked distinction and success, vrovided always he ~ossesses 

the necessary powers of assiduity and application. I Am not 
referring now in any way to the old hackneyed, stunid distinction 
between training and instruction. 30th are ne0essary and abund~nt 
op~ortunity for inde~endent study and reflection is much more im
portant than either. In any case. no uroud profession can possibly 
afford to overlook the claims of sound and finished scholarShip, 
and the chief duty of a university is, I should say, to see that 
these claims are hand~omely recognized. In ~ny case. so far as 
the work on the Common Law side at McGill is concerned, it is 
absurd to su~~ose that we can teach the student all the details 
of local statute law e-nd procedure in the numerous jurisdictions 
from which they enrol and in wh ich they expect to pra.cti ce in the 
future. Their home schools cFlnnot do that. fl'he only repl l)oint 
is that the home school is in a little better nosition to nretend 
to do so than !'ilcGill. The best that we can do for these students, 
then, is to offer them a sound, com~rehensive, thorough, scholarly 
course ~re-.oo.ratory to the further study and practice of law at 
home. How e~.uy this can be done, even with our "Dresent meagre 
e~ui~ment, I shpll show later on. 

I have a1. ways held tha t the law student should m. ve two 
ye~rs a: full-time office practice oefore coming up for admissi on 
or call, and I 8m inclined to think that the ~rofession will agree 
with me in this almost unanimously. I do not think either that the 
university summer vacation is worth haggling over. \~ether these 
tv.o years are put in conE-ecutively or not, or wh.ether they are 
taken before or after a full-time three years study course in the 
University Law School, is a matter of indifference, be they two 
full years of honest, dilif'ent, responsi ble, ~reliminary pre.ctice. 
Thet,it seems to me,is the only way in which we can recognize the 
the obviou81y sound claims of those who believe in practical train
in~. 3ut two years of office practice puts a compulsory degree in 
arts ccmpletely out of court. Four years in Arts, three years in 
Law, and two years of off i.ce 'Practice, nine years in all - the way 
is too long. The Whole course is too miscellaneous and scatter
brained. No other profession calls for so long a period of desul
tory miscellaneous ~rk. Something must be done to forshorten and 
intenSify. Wh8.t is needed. is not so much more arts educa.tion, as 
more sound, comprehensive advanced education in the law itself. 
After all, this sorry screed composed of high and noble ideas, let 
me now offer my 'PrB.ctical suggestions. These suggestions are the 
following:-

1. That the e;rou-p of' devartments which I have descri bed 8.S 
'Oublic s~rvi ce studies of di stinctly Can'.! di en interest and impor
tance, V1Z: C8nadian, British and Imperial History, EconomiCS, 
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Political SCience. Government and Law be consolidated into a sin~le 
closely correlated university section, and for that purpose, that:-

Standard coursee. th'1 t is, courses of tVIJ or three hours 
a week, both elementary and odvanceci, in InternationFll L",";'7 Con
stitutionFll L~ • Roman L~w, lritical and Comparative Jurisprudence, 
Oblig8.tions, Contracts and Torts, and possi bly some other subje ct~. 
such, for eX~Jm'Dle, as C'3na di an C omnQ n.v La?l, inc 1 udi ng ~-Ilking ~nd 
RailwRY Law, be adde to the CO'~O~~ o~ 0 dy in art~ covering this 
section 8nd thRt, ~£'1...-

Sneciel Gradua te and ~ef" courses leading to the degree~ 
of M.A., Lt.M. end Ph.D., be nr ovided for in this secti on of uni ver
Qi ty work Rt mcGill. I am confident that Wi th our nresent te8.chin/Z' 
force and enuipment we could successfully undertQke this work, a1-
thou/Z'h one or two outstanding appointments might be necessery in 
two or three yeArs time. 

If these suggestions were adonted, the following resultQ 
would obtfl.in:-

It would enab le McGill to feature studi es le ading to 
CanPdiEl.n services, hoth in her lmdergradua te work and in the newly 
nrojected faculty of specialized graduate studies, and thus to meet 
the great demand which I outlined in the first part of this letter. 

A four years course lealing to the degree of 3.A., aiming 
pOintedly at the study of lawf~tudents would be able to take speciRl 
or honour courses in law subjects, su~h,~s, International and Con
stitutional Law, durin~ their junior and senior years in Arts. The 
old idea Which I have heard mooted and which has been tried in some 
'Pla.ces of R llowing the studen t to take his first year in Law p-s 
his fourth year in Arts is, I think, wholly unfair to the de'!lart
ments in Art~hieflY concerned.. Ho student can do special or honour 
t':{)rk in Arts Rnd a full first year in Law during his final year in 
Arts. ~ 

A five year course le~ding to the degree~ of LL.B. and 
B.C.L., two yea.rs in Arts, rreferably in such subjects as Latin, 
French, History, Political SCience. and like studies of recognized 
utility in Law, and three years of full time intensive study of 
pure law. I v.ould also in the case of '!1romising adults over tWAnty
one years of age accept some yea.rs of competent rea1 experience in 
Financi8.l or Com."llercial offices in lieu of the preliminary two ye rs 
in Arts. All stuients registered for the LL.B. course would b~ 
r~auired to take. and all the better class of studerlt~ registered 
for the B.C.L. course, would be encouraged to tRke this five year 
trainin~. I ~m inclined to think thet this five year eourse followed 
hy the i,m years of office practice meets the reauirements of the 
legal nrofession better than any other course on this continent. 

By properly shaping thai r courses, stUdents taking the 
B.A. aiming at Law would be able to complete their work for the 
LL .. B .. and B.C.L. degreeA in two further years of study. thus tRkinp' 
both degrees in six years. 

The nresent course in Law could continue as it is. So for 
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1=1.~ InterW3,tional and Constitutional Law are concerned, I should be 
nui te willing to give th e few lectures renuired by the 3nr Associl=l
tion e:rn-tuitously. Indeed, I think thRt I could :pre}?are the stu.dent~ 
for the~e examinations better by a short course of elementary coach
in~ lecture~ than I could in the more comprehensive courses wrrich I 
~m now trying to give and wrr ich wi 11 be rm de much more coml)rehensi ve 
if these suggest_ons are ~dopted. 

I need. not actd in closing th~,t you ere at liberty to make 
what use you wi 11 of this extended memorandum. Douhtless Dean 
Greenshields w.i..ll be intere8ted., and, if it affected. the Lew School 
a,lone, I should suhmi tit thro,?-gh him. Dean Laing, Profe8sors 
Basil Williams, Leacock. Hemme ~on and my colleAgue, Smith, may 
be intereRted. The ~a.culty of L~w Will have to be consulted Rhould 
you think the memor~maum wortny of their consider8.tion. Possibly 
the whole thing might be lam on the table for discussion at a joint 
meeting of the Law Cluh of Which Judge tioward is secretary and all 
others interested who mie:ht care to attend. I am honeful that the 
Board of Governors with their more comprehensive se!.se on all metters 
of a nublic service character will a:o'!'reciate at once what I :lm 
driving at. Should the suggestions 11eet wi th general preliminary 
a.nproval, I suppose that they would ultimately have to tl'lke the form 
of a resolution by Cor:!?oretion coupled with a recom~endation to the 
Boo rd that it provide the ne cessery ways an d means and m8ke the 
necessary appOintments as soon as possible. A convocation nronounce
ment, especially upon the public service features of the scheme, 
would, I feel, meet at once with wide-spread public approval and 
S'l:ppll'l,use. 

As I have already said, I pm sorry to trouble you wi th 
this long memorandum. but I do not know how you can prevent it 
unleRs you are vii lling to issue an edict commanding your su bordinnte 
officers to abstain from thinking seriously about university nEtters 
during the summer vacation months. 

Yours very Sincerely, 

t.- fr. !!~~:r 
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Montreal, December 20th, 1923. 

Sir Arthur V. Currie, G.C.l.G., K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

lfuGill University, 
1,Tontreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

The special committee appointed at a meeting 

of the Faculty of Law held on the 27th September last, to 

enquire into and report upon certain questions affecting the 

policy and work of the Faculty of Law and having special 

reference to the subjects of instruction and degrees granted, 

have met and considered the questions 1hich have been sub

mitted to them, but, inasmuch as all the members of the 

committee are not in entire agreement, the undersigned beg 

to submit the following report, which they understand will 

be folIo ed by an expression of the vie~s of the remaining 

members of the committee. 

1. LL.B. course. The committee have carefully 

considered the problem raised by the small registration of 

students for this course. 

In view of the legislation at present in 

force in the other provinces of Canada which does not re

cognize this course as the equivalent of a common-la course 

of study in those provinces accompani by office attendance. 

it seems manifest that the present course leading to an LL.B. 

degree cannot be made sufficiently attractive to induce stu

dents from other parts of Canada to attend in sufficient 

numbers the instruction offered by McGill on this subject. It 

is not surprising to us that this should be so, because, in 

the first place, a faculty which purports to cover the whole 
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field of the common law with a necessarily limited staff 

~~~ccessful~ uch institutions as 

ftp ~ 4 Co~b1a, r: ~d, Winn~eg or Tor.snto, where a considerable 

. \~ { number of instructors - some of them recognized specialists -

~.-~~vote their time to the teaching of common-law subjeots; and 

~-.~~ secondly, because of the enormous disadvantage under which 

~ a common-law school will labour 1f it is established and 

~~ maintained in a provinoe in which the common law 1s not 

~ ~ practised in the courts. It would seem about as difficult 

/ to successfully maintain a school of common law in a local tty 'Jt/-

~ \ where there are no common-law courts 

~ #J tain a medical faculty where no hospitals existed and no 

~~ clinical facilities were available. 

, Even, therefore. if the staff of such a 

school could be very largely increased, so as to compare with 

that of law schools in the United States and in the other 

provinces of Canada, there would still exist the great dis

advantage resulting from the absence of a common-law atmos

phere in this province. While we are convinced that some 

instruction in common law would prove useful to the lawyers 

in this province who are in constant communication ith 

those in the other parts of Canada. and while we would there

fore regard with favour the maintenance of a limited course 

of lectures on comparative law in the different parts of the 

Dominion. we think that the more ambitious scheme of founding 

and maintaining in McGill a national law school which would 

equip students for practice in all the provinces of Canada 

is, for the present at least. doomed to failure. 
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For these reasons. we have no hesitation 
in recommending the discontinuance of the LL.B. degree and 
the course leading thereto. 

2. Enlargement of the curriculum. It has been 
suggested that the present curriculum leading to the degree 
of B.C.L. is unduly rigid and offers no opportunities for 
those students who do not intend to devote themselves to the 
practice of law but desire to be equipped for public life. 
It is therefore suggested that additional and more advanced 
teaching should be provided in such subjects as constitutional 
law, comparative constitutional law. public international la 
and diplomacy, and private international law, and that option
al facilities should be given to stUdents to elect these sub
jects instead of some of those prescri e in the regular 
course. 

However desirable it undoubtedly is to broaden 
the instruction given in the faculty of law, it appears to 
us doubtful whether any of the regular students proceeding 
to the degree of B.C.L. could be induced to take these ad
ditional lectures as optional subjects. inasmuch as the 
programme of studies imposed upon the law student appears 
to be suffiCiently heavy to take up the whole of his available 
time, having regard to the time he must at present necessarily 
spend in a law office concurrently with his academic studies. 
To what extent such advanced studies would appeal to other 
students, we are unable to say. Nor can we form an estimate 
of the number of persons who would be attracted if such ad
vanced studies formed the subject of a postgraduate course. 
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The experiment might be made for a year or 

two in order to test the demand for such instruction and 

the faculty could then decide whether this extension work 

should be continued or not. 

3. Full-time and part-time professors. Opinions 

are very much divided upon this subject, and the undersigned 

hesitate to express any very strong opinion as to the ad

visability of increasing to any considerable extent the 

number of full-time professors. 

It is generally considered that there should 

be some of the professors who devote their whole time to 

instruction, and there are some subjects, like Roman law, 

international law, constitutional law, comparative law 
and 

and pub1ic 1aw, which are usuallYAefflclently taught by 

men who are not engaged in active practice. On the other 

hand, we would think it to be a distinct disadvantage if 

the number of full-time professors should be largely in

creased and the faculty should thus become divorced from 

the active practitioners, upon whom a great many students 

look as perhaps more authoritative exponents of the law 

as it actually exists. It must, of course, not be for-

~otten that the study of law has not for its main object 

the creation of 

but the application of the rules of law to actually 

existing disputes and the administration of justice. 

There is also the practical consideration 

resulting from the difficulty of offering remuneration 

sufficient to induce competent men of wide experience 
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at the Bar to accept positions as full-time professors. 

For this reason, it would always be difficult to have a 

faculty composed of a large number of full-time professors 

whose knowledge and experience would make their teaching 

Valuable. It is manifestly better to have part-time 

prof~esors whose competence is undoubted. even though 

they may deliver but a limited number of lectures. than 

to have a large number of full-time professors, some of 

whom, at least, would be men of little experience at the 

Bar and others, men who have been failures. 

4. Academic study and office attendance. In 

the present state of the law, which requires three years' 

clerkship in an office from students who intend to 

practise in this province, it seems impossible to carry 

out the suggestion Which has been made that the students 

should give the greater part, if not the hole, of their 

attention to their academic studies. office attendance 

being given a definitely subordinate place during the 

period of the university sessions. The student is obliged 

by la to give a reasonable amount of his time to office 

attendance, and the practitioner to whom he is articled 

cannot conscientiously certify his attendance unless 

it has been real and substantial. Yfuile it might possibly 

be better 1f the student could pursue his academic studies 

for three years and then devote one year's intensive study 

to office work. it is idle to hope that the student will 

prolong his course of studies beyond the three years 

established by law. 

Until. therefore, the law on this subject 

is change , we think that it is out of the question to 
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ask the students to discontinue or practically discontinue 

their office attendance. 

Yours very truly, 



Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.~i ... G., 
Princi'Pal, 

McGi11 University. 

Dea.r Princi:pal, 

Faculty of LI=lw, 
McGill University, 

ontreel, l~th October~ 19?? 

At the meeting of this ...:'acul ty on the 

10th Octo ber~ the follo'wing resolution W8.f:: unanimously p3. ssed 

on the motion of :,Ir. JUFltice :, .. artin, seconied by mysel f:-

"That the attention of the Governors be called to 
the fact that results from the este.blishment of 
a Common Law course at l.~cGill have not proved 
se.tisfactory in point of view of attendsnce, and 
having regerd to the exnense of teaching such 
course as compared wi. th the revenue derived there
from, the r!Uestion of continuing such course after 
nreFlent students have graduated Should be con
sidered and determine d. Tl 

It may assist the Governors in considering 

the policy to be ado~ted if I bring the follovdng fa~ts to 

their notice. 

The te ching of Co~on Law at dcGill began 

in 1918. IJo special staff ms availa.ble for the purpose, 

uean Lee himself giving such instruction as was possible. 

Naturally very little could be done under such conditions. 

Two students took the eX2mi qtions in 1919. one of hom feilea. 

In 1919 I was myself added to the staff and 

an extension of the teA.ching became 1')ossi hIe. though we rere 

still unable to meet the re~irements of a complete common law 

curriculum. In 1920 three students took the examin~tions for 

the second ye~r. Rnd nine for me first. (Two of the second 

year students must have been admitted on advenced sta.nding, 

bnt I cp,n find no record of this. ) 

In 1920 Professor :vIa.ck~.y joined us, and it 

now becR.me rossi ble to organise a comple te curriculum. The 

arrangements for the session of 1920-21 were necessarily 

provi sional. since Pro fesso r ... ,:ackay WE s not arpointed until 

after the session had begun. In 1921 nineteen students took 

the sessional examination. Of these six nassed in the third 

year, four second, end eight first. (Several of the third 

• 
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year had been advanced on a.ccount of military service). OIle first 

yeer s~~dent failea. 

The organised curriculum took effect for the first time 

in Se~tamber, 1921. This yeer is also .marked by the raising of our 

stand~rd of admission. by the extension of the session to thirty 

teaching weeks, by our election to the Association of American L~w 

Schools, and by the recognition of our degrees by the Stete of !Tew 

York. ~':cGill was the first and is still the only law school in 

Ca.mde. to c omply with all the condi ti ons for ele cti on and recog

nition respectively. Ninete~n students took the examination~ in 

1922 - five third year, eight second, end six first. Of these two 

failed, one in the second year, and one in the first. 

For the ~resent session we have a registration of fifteen 

~tudents, - seven in the third year. five in the second. ~nd three 

in the first, as well as one partial studen t \\ho -proposes to enter 

leter in the ordinary way. All the three new studentR are B.A.' s. 

Previ ously to this t only one gradnR.te student had regi stered for 

cormnon law in the Facul ty. 

PreViOUS to last year co~mon law students received the 

degree of B.C.L. Since 1921 they have received the degree of LL.B., 

thus di stinp,uishing then from the civiliens and at the S8.me time 

conforming to the gen eral 'PI'actice of IB.w schools on this continent. 

In this connection I Rhould "point out, to avoid eny 

-possible confUSion, that another LL.B. course, consisting of two years 

in Arts snd two in L~w, was introduced in 1918. For vBrious reasons 

this experiment was not successful. 8nd it C8me to en end with the 

graduating class of 1922. 

Of the students now in the ]lacul.ty, I find tha.t they nro'Pose 

to practise as fo110ws:- Onterio (3), Nova Scotia (2), aenitoba (I), 

Albert,:t (I) t Newfoundl.and (1), est Indies (1), New York (1), 

Pennsylvania (1), Pal eatine (2). too being undecided. 

The graduates of this c~urse are also now very widely 

scattered, and several of them are -practising at the bar in various 

juri sdicti ons. 
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I now pass to the ~large which the course imposes on 

the uni ersi ty. Our staff of fourteen teachers is at present 

organised as follows:-

Professors 
~ssistan t Professors 

Lecturers 

::'r'lole r.J:ime 

2 
1 
1 

6 
1 
3 

Cf these the tv.o whole-time professors are both 

common lawyers. _he cost varies someWhat from year to year accord-

ing to the distribution of work. yor the present session I estimcte 

v25 ,125, of which the common law teaChers will Leceive )11.000. or 

f the lectures given by the latter during the current 

session 25.9,.:1 are on subjects prescri bea. "y the uebec Bnr reguln 

tions and are attended by B.C.L. students. The LL.B. students 

similarly attend many of the lectures given by the ciVilian teachers • 

. thdra s the total n 

regular Sind.ffllts in the J:re. ent session amounts to 53 for the B.C.L. 

course and 1b for the LL.B., tbe l o tter being therefore 2~~ of the 

'li'm.ole. ene mrti~tl silldent is studying conunon 11=1w. In e.ddition, 

there are five graduates 3ntered for the LL.M. Of these tm are 

\rorking on conunon la\'! topiCS, and three on cOJlIIlercial 11=1_w, which 

is comnon ground to both ~stems. 

If you Vllll allow ""'e to 'Prolong this letter a little 

more, I should like to add a word or two of general comment • 

• The common law C01ITse was started with a view to 

su~p1ying a professional trl=lining for students proceeding to the 

Bar. ~here were only three constituencies from which such students 

could comey- Canada, the United States, and the Hest Indies. Of 
, 

these the nrovincil=ll bar societies in Canada have shovm the.nselves 

chiefly concerned to erect nrotecti ve fences around their own la ~l 

schools and to penalize so far 8S nossible any student who attempts 

to study outsi de his oYm pro'\l"ince. In marked contrast to this we 

have met in the United StateD 11. th the utmost courtesy I=Ind 

sympathetic encourap-'ement, both from the great law schOols and from 

• 
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the state b8r authorities. At the seme time the differences between 

Ce.n~d.ian an d .i>...meri Cffi 18.\7 in many important lIB tters are so far-reD.ch

ing thet we cennot reasonably expect to attract any l~rge number of 

Ameri CAn students. li th regard to the iest Indi es we made inC!uiriee:: 

in 1920 ~s to their uossible attitude, but there does not seem to 

be much likelihood of the authorities there de~~rting from their 

present uractice of sending students to be called to the bar in 

England. On the ID ole, therefore, it v.ould appe~r the t we are not 

likely in the i~llediate future to attract very meny students of 

the ordin~ry ~rofessional ty~e. 

iithout committing myself to every detail, I shoulct 

like to exPress my general agreement with the constructive propoe::nls 

outlined in Professor ll'3ckey's letter to yourself. I do not agree 

with him in thinking that we are at present unable to offer a good 

'Orofession~.l course, ~~nd in this our studen ts would confirm my view. 

At the same time I think thRt we should freme the LL.B. course 

chiefly wit~ n eye to those o a i'll at entering the 'P~blic service 

and other activities, which we can do without failing to meet the 

needs of the purely nrofessional student. The c1rrricula of the law 

schools in l!raIlce 8.re all frAmed upon fuese lines and they attract 

many studen ts of the ty-pe vhom Professor Mackny has in view. 'le 

must avo id m'3king a. course which is a. 1. ixillre of Arts and Law: th~ t 

~ms the essential defect of the LL.B. curriculum of 1918. Our 

scheme should contem-plate at least three years given wholly to the 

study of law, but with the weight l~id upon tbe cultur~J. rather th~.n 

on the technical side of legal study. That is to say, the new 

course should emphasize such subjects as constitution~l and inter

national law, diplomacy, legisla.tion, etc., and give less time to 

procedure, real nro~erty law, and other purely technical DE.tters. 

I 21Il. sorry to have written s.t such length, but it 

saves time in the end to deal with the whole auestion in one letter. 

I would add that I do not wish eny personal rights or interest of my 

own to stand in the way of any uronosed reconstruction, 8nd I desire 

to hold m.yself entirely at the disuosal of the University. 

Sincerely yours. 























I<'ACUL'1'~) OF AR'1'S. 

OFFICE OF THE l)EAN. 

McG ILL UNIVERSITY 

MO~TREAL. 

1924. 

Sir ... rtrJ.ur Currie, 

Principal t l\1cGill Uni versi ty • 

L~ dear Principcl, 

I enclose the final report of 

tIle L&Vl Faculty signed by Ur. Gordon '·f. MacDoug~ll 

b.nd myself. 

Yours very truly, 

1>--,+/~ 
Encl. 
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'rhe Law Facul ty of cGill University; 

its ast, ~r8sent and future. 
--_ .... - -------------'---

1. The object of this memorandum is to consider the possibi-

1 i ties of develo .ment of the Facul ty of Law, and to formulate a 

fo1icy; incidentally I shall s~eak of its past history and present 

standing. 

To reduce to writing a dream or as~iration ith regard to the 

future of an institution is no easy matter; but I shall attemrt it. 

The value of such speculations d9t-ends uJ:.on the solid foundation of 

fact uren which they rest. 

2. Tne facts which furnish such foundation for my argument 

are theee:-

a) entreal is and Till continue to be the rinciI-.al 

city of Canada. 

b) Canada is and will more and mors become the ~ivotal 

foint of the Em~ire, J:.articularly in its relations with the United 

3t~tes of America. 

c) Montreal, the meeting [oint of the two vorld- ide 

~ystems of law, the Common Lav of England an the CIvIl La of 

Rome and Continental Euro e, offers unique ol~ortunities for the 

comrarative study of those two systems. 

3. The conclusion I dr~w frow these facts is that lontreal, 

more than any flace in thn world, is fitted to be the scene of a 

great school of law in which the science of law will be studied in 

its compar~tive and international aSJ.-ects. Such a school of law 

would. be a l-lace of v orld-resort and \' orld-.lide influence and re-

nown. 

4. The path of advance for a univers i ty school of law i~ not 

obscure or uncertain. The lines of develoIment have been ascer

tained by the exrerience of the law schools of the United States 

of Amelica, extending, in some cases, over more than a century. 
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The Harvard Law Se 001 ie t e bJt kno 'n of th.se. In the recent-

1y ~ubli,hed "Centennial History of the H~rvard Law School" the 

essen tial cand itionl3 of pr:>Zre .. :3 are ;11.uarJ.y ;.nd loa ted. .. hey art9 

not matter of controvarsj but of lncontrov.=ttbl~ f et. 

5. The essential cond~~ion8 of efficiency in a 13~ school 

are ~rincipally the following:-

a) The profaesore. mu .... t give t .eir v;hole time ::"0 the 

law school. 

chool; 

c) Professors must be chosen ~nt on account of tnetr 

success In profes31on~1 life, at t~e 3er, or ~n ~he 9n~chJ ~ut 

because they are qualified tJO teach an" Rtl1dy ., aWe 

6. The LAW F. c111ty of McGill LT iVOTsitr 1'!S oTg i.l.r.i;:ed in th€1 

year 1.853. From t It t ch Lt? un t.11 t"'e yeur 1.91.8 the 'i CO!-P. 0 f. ts 

aspirations \' E~S lim:" t;ed to J.,rsfar-t..ng studentc f'Ol" t.;.E'l i l'"r~;~t/1.co 01' 

For many years it fltf~.f.f vtP.S drm'.l'~ cxr:1.us5.vely fTOr.1 the Ben'.:1.1 tll1d 

practising memb ers of the Eer. Dr. F.P. ;61t0n: ~~rc1ntsd De an in 

Faculty. Under his administraticn e U:&tioDal standards ware rais-

ed and the general efficiency pf the FaJulty advanced, but the 

scope of .Lt~ aet·ivities continued to be limited to pref,-aring stud

ents for practi3ing in Lhis provinv~. 

7. l.llJ I-tm·i,ing its outlook f~rl~1 ':-;(1 8avour, tne Fr.\culty ··:mld 
(.. 

never eXpclct to att.ract . lnrge numtel' of students, and .3ince the 

year 1878 it has had a forrnidab~a rlv~ll lh th~ LA.'. F~cul ty of La.val 
I 

(Montreal). In fa.et, the numb~r of qt,l1dents 1n the F~cul tJy ha" 
I 

alw ye bE'lt,3n Blilall. from t~tlS str .. t.l"t1.os of tne.ecenni:ll per.i(:d 

19 4-1914 Jhlch ~re A) I find the lverage at-
\ .. 

to have bAen 44.4. Durlng that peri.od t,. ,a, first year entry I'.~S 
\ 
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most often elo.20. 1.e to 1: it as re~ched n 1915 14 it a 

firs t year rag is tra tlon of 3. In t.ime t.o ccme a gr dual tncre se 

ma.y ",e aXI-6ct.ed commensurat.a v. th gro d:.h of J Ot,uL tion of t.ile city. 

A fe mer French students m,y find their tay to us r thor th n to 

Laval, but tn t is all. It 0 l~ln that as a frovincial inst:tu-

tion the acu ty has nothing before ~t but a future of res~ectabls 

mod leeri ty. 

8. During the last fe ye r~, tho Faculty, 111e at the S=1e 

t e incrsfs.ng the eff'cisney of its eXloting courses of stJdy, 

h~s conceived 1 rger bltiona and lel 8 solld rcundation fer 

their re Ilz tion. fnua it has:-

a) dUIlloated the course for the B.C.L. dsgres 80 as to 

actal ~ It to the n ads of students 1no tnten t ~r~~t,lse ~n a Ca _ 

on La juri diction. The old three year course 1s HO ~no~'n 8 

"Cour~e A J th ne three year CQUra9 as "Cou, 0 B". 

b) lengthened the cour e or stud6nta ~O i tend to 

Jractlse in this ~rovince from tnree ye~r8 to four ex~apt for ra-

0) roe :r3<J ef n.-t'. e'rt)",' f 

of L~'s (L .B.) deSigned .or ~wrS03~ who i h to 5t~dy l' but 

not 1th a vie to ractlse. 
-

d) rocured the institution of a ~o~t-~red nts degree of 

ster of La" (LL •• ) p.nalogous to t, e degree of ",.ster of nrts. 

e) re:ncdell~d tjl0 conditions f1)t ~dm_8 on to t.- degreo-

of D 

f, 9 to.bl.tsr.ed e.. -:::;mb1ned couree f0-' ~JI&a LL.B. md b.C.L .. 

degrees 9xts.dlng OV!~ four ysarg. 

9. In antioipation of these d veleIments the Bc rd of Gov rn-

ors so long ago ~ 1~16 ~~t.or1Bed the a_jo~ntment of 8 second fu11-

tima .rofessor .110 oUld t':'Ke charge ~f tn(;.. ne~ oubJect3 introduced 

into our curriculum. Dur.ng tle Bst 3u~n~r I ~ fort, ate enou l 

to b l bl to recommend for the ne l" chair Lr. HGrbert Art-hur Smi t , 

Fello of ngdalsn College, Oxford, 'hose 8.f:l.ointment, one m y 

• 
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anticiFate, ill bring a great accesqion of g~ren~ th to the Fa~ulty. 

His u~ie8 will bo t~o-:old:-

a) to ~roviae new courses for 'tudents ho intend to 

rrnctls9 l ~ v _n th9 Ir~v neo of Qdebec; 

b) to direct the at dies and underta e t e t ition of 

tlose ~ho do !LOt.. 

lC. T,e in s titution of ~ne above CO Lrsee hUB involvod a vsry 

extenslve enlargem0nt of t.e score of our teaohing. In future all 

s~ud0ntB .:11 take a o'crS6 of lectures on Juris rudence in their 

first or s ~cond J ur. This ill sUlrly the no ledge of fundamen

tal legal }:rinclples ana of oomle.r.at,1.ve 16. 1n lhlch our students 

have hitharto beer. vory def1cient. In addition to t is all ,~ud

ants ~ho are t~':ng the B Course and the C Course r r tne E.C.L., 

er the Co rse for the LL.B., lill attend lecture, on the o. ments 

of the C:'Il!!Ilon Le\': and it 3 history. r e.;>e cour. es of lectures will 

be d01iv~red oy frofeseor Smith. Tne currl~~lum of the secona nnd 

t~lrd Y8D~S for tne Co~mon Lru ' student (Course B) nno not yet been 

'Jr'c,d ou t. in :i ~ tail. In consul tat ion '.l t! 'rofessor Sml tl1 r shall 

fr .., ~ l,ro;,; rrun ',,', ieil , i f it i t. be offective, must not fall sllort 

of ~ hat ls Frovlded at 00goo e H 11 or Dalhou le Univer Lty. 

mUl3t bo :re .. a!"o::l t'J com, ete ' itl tn 38 law ochoola nn beut tilem on 

~ air ovn grouna. 

11. Th eour~a' of stu y for t e ne~ degre ~ s took ef'sct last 

896310n. B~' mt!king se 01' existing mllterial and ost oning the ne. 

subjec~s to the s0cond year, it :aa lossible to get the LL . B. and 

Cour~e C s~ud .ntu atertad tho~t any adaition to the utuff. Tvo 

en registered f~r the I.L .. B. - both' .A.s of oGill, engaged in 

tAn 'hing ork:!.n tn cltj'_ This as -holly unex ected, flnd suggest

ed a neYI oures from '.d..ch the number of students in our F~e 1 ty 

may b· augmented, na.llely I graduates in Al·ts or SciencE) ·vh~, fronl 

one motive or enothsr, m3Y ~ 1 n to 8u~p16ment their ~revlous stu

dies ith a kno ledge of leg 1 ,ri,.cl.rlos. T 0 men and one :.Jman 

re.gistered for tie oomb.nGd LL.B. und ~ .~.L. (Courde C), v ich aa 
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o tional 1 ~t year an has since been made oblig tory exee t t for 

graduates and returned soldiers. In addition to t is t 0 men present~ 

ed themselves for the B.C.L. (Course B). This as embarassing, as 

tne program called for lectures in jurisprudence ana common la hich 

ere not then available. 0 eve~, I explained the situation to them, 

and they expressed themselves s~ti9fiad ith my offer of tuition in 

these SUbjects. The result as that y.e started last session ith a 

considerable accession ol students attracted by the ne' courses. 

12. The first year reg_stration tnis Y ·.T i s henomen 1. 

It exceeds 8C and is not yet corn lete. The great majority is made 

u of men ilio mean to qualify for ractice in this province. rith 

regard to these the lncrease of numvers is abnormal end affords no 

indication o~ future advance. .hat is much more s"gnificant and 

encouraging is that eleven men have already registered for the B 

Cour86 ln the first year, and three in the second. Tney come from 

all over Canada and beyond. CA l ~endix B) Our Faculty has ce sed 

to ba a merely provincl 1 instltution. Thp, success of the Common 

Law course seems ansu!'sd. The LL.B. course, on the other hand l has 

not yet e. tablis ed itself in favour. The idea that la can be ro

fitably s tudied by me~ rho do not int~nd to practise is novel and 

has no~ yet ta en hold of the ubllc imagination, but it will do so. 

So far there he~ been this year only one entry for this course, the 

candidate being l like the t 0 ~no entered last session, ana ho 

Bave fissed into their second year, a schoolmaster engaged in educa

tional work in the city. 

13. I mentioned above as one of the essential conditions of 

efficiency in a law school that tne st d ~ nt8 should give the hole 

of their time to their la 8C.1001 stud ies. This cond 1 t.i n is pre

aent in tne case of ~he CoursA B students an some of the students 

for the LL.D. Another condition was that the rofessors ShOlld 

give their Whole time to the ork as such. T is ls 80 entirely 

t.e case that the experience of the American law schools affords 

in the number of their hole time teacners an e sy mea re of the 

success and standIng of a la school. I would almost venture to 

• 
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say tnat the 0 loulation may be reuucad to a proportion in arith

metic. A law school ,v1th two full-time rofessors will be ~~ ice 

s efficient as a l~w school with one; a la school ~ith four will 

be tv/ioe as 6.L. "icient as a lFiV1 s.Jhcol v'ith tv,o. Ef'fic:"ency of 

course means, amongst other thing:, success in attracting students. 

Hore again, rrovided conditions are favourable, one may ex~ect an 

increaSE) ~.n B t.udents commensurate vdth the increase in the numbers 

of the profeSRoriate. 

14. I have said "provl ad conditions are fevcurable'. This 

is an im ortant qua1ific&tion. One iE., dealing wLth facto"rs l'Jh~ch 

are largely unKnovm, but r~ot wholly so. In the fir.3t plaoe '.00-
t~gal is the princip~l city of Can~da. It has already something 

of the glamour 0 a oafital. It i f> a pleasant lace to ltve in. 

ThlE! is in OU! fav..,ur. Next; do t.he regulations of t.he rovincial 

Bar Association ~ut ~bst6cle8 1n our ey2 No~ seriously. In some 

rovinoes no objection would be made '00 students atl .. end!ng our law 

sohool during the course of their a·prenticesh_p. rt iA not qO in 

Ontario. There every student must be ~rticled in th~ p=ovJnc6 and 

must nttend courses at Osgoode Hall dur!ng his apprenticeshi. But 

in all the J: rov incas ti1e term of Hl-l-rerd:,ices.li;; i..; reduced in favour 

of a graduate 1n any Faculty. Thus nn Ontario kmxk&~XR0t student 

'ho had not previously graduated in .rts would have to r.\ttend tne 

cffice for five years, during three of nich he ould attend classes 

at Osgcode Hall. By taking a degrE!e at .oGill he :s Id reduce the 

term under articles from five years to three, DO t.Hl.t in regard to 

the time sf.6nt ln qualifying himself fer ractics the c:lOioe '.V~uld 

be between six years witt. Lhe ~cGill degree ana five years withont 

it. Once our la{ school 10 firmly estaolished in public esteem, men 

111 be ;illing Lo prolong tneir cours~ of treinicg by one year in 

order to take advantage of cur courOQS no oc-"(,nin our degr{~e. I"uJ:'-

ther, the decla=ed fclicy of tne CQnadlan Bar Aaoociation in favour 

of a free interc lange of students tetwecn the sGverel prov~.nces 'ill 

o~erate in our f~VOUl. I see, thorsfore, nctning ~o prevent ue 

drawing upon the ",·1101e of Canada for our students. How f.::.r \'fa snaIl 

do so ,111 depend, not upon circumstances outside our control, but 
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u on the uality of our o'n te ching. Final~J, 0 r reputation as 

law so. 001 once m de, e m y ex,ect n increa ing accession ot 

students frem the United. Str.t.es of Amer C8., a well 65 from h;urope 

and o~.er ~ rt 0: tne arId, Isrtlc Ibrly erh ~A n connection 

lth our post-graduate course • 

15. The conclus on to hich my remarks ls trected ls to 

urg~ ulon the Bo~rd of Governors fO enter rising nd rogras tve 

ol1oy in 011 matters ~r!ecttng the Faculty of L ,in order t. a 

e y t nn e~rly date out-d tance com.etttors n e tabllsh 

ourselves . the remier 1 e dohool of Caned • y underuak1ng to 

te c Common L - have issued c aIlenge to tne orld " _ch 

must b made good. ii By ere t~ng Ioat-grAuate d gree in La 

lovolv ing resident tUdy,.e ve invited }::81"SOnS to eomo to us 

Iho e interest ~n l~ . does not con· 1st in gettlng tnroug ex .in

ations. All tn_s lrnl11 .. n verY:1l.g standard .. nd a raJ- id addition 

to our et .. ff of full-t me rofes90rs. 88 ~11y tnis raculty has 

bIre. dy fl moae.rate t::ndo ment, and its income 'ill no incre sed by 

tees. Further, I assume that i~ ill benefit by ~ny ~und .hioh in 

t e course of Lh-: ne. t.fe y ra · ' ill be r t oed for tht;: benefit. o! 

the University generalLy. Other matters r~aent to my lnd 

af ecting the Faculty, suoh tlB ~Brt ~ ich it OU ht to IhY in 

university e~tension, but this emorandum is ~lready long enough. 

t 111 serve to indicate erne of the dea~gns 'iich I h vc tor the 

advancement of tne F,\cul ty, ~nd hleh, if I continue to ne Dean of 

the Fao 1 ty, I s.18.11 ho El to se effect d. 
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The Law Fqculty of McGill University; 

its! 6B'V, p'Gsent and future. 
---------------

1. The object of tnis memorandum is to consider the ~ossibi-

liti\3s of davel0t-m'3ut of tn(.; Faculty of La.w, and to fo!tIlul!lte a 

}olicy; incidentally I shall Bleak of its F~st history and pra Bnt 

stand ine;. 

To reduoe to writing e dre~ or aSliration vith reg~rd to the 

future of an institution is no easy matter; but I shall attem~t it. 

The value of i:>u<:,-}h G eculations derends u~Qn t.he solid foundation of 

fact upon ~hich they rest. 

2. The fact.s \-hi;)n furnish SIl0n foundation for my argument 

are these:-

a) .ontr~al is and ill continue to be the principal 

city 0 f Cune.de.. 

b) Canada is and ill more ~nd more become the f,ivotal 

point of th8 Em~ire, particularly in lt~ relations with th United 

States 0 f America. 

c) M-l1t--<1 the m-et:na ~int, of th~ tv.'O ~orld-u,r~~e •• U .:. <:h~ , '? J l. [;, v - .;;: " ,; .... -

ayatems of la\', , thE: Common L".w of Engl 'ind ~nct the Civ i1 Law of 

Romc and &on t 1. nan Lal ~u rope, offE'lT.'S unique op} orturt it les [or the 

CO!Tl.parative study of those t.wo qystems. 

5. ThEl o0nclusion I draw from theRe facts i '1 th.t 10ntrenl, 

morA than any place in the world, is fitted to be the scene of a 

great [;chooJ. 0 f la ~ in ,h ich t.he ,,0 tence 0 fIn, wlll be stud ied 

in .\. t.s c()m;.-al'<~ tive ana ln t~rnA t 1 onal 'iSt-ElctS. Such 9. school of 

law would 'D ... a lace of 'JOrld-resort and v orld-'rlde influence and 

renown. 

4.. -rne l- s tn of adv l'lnCf,3 for '1 un iversi ty school of law ls no t 

obscure or uncertain. The 11nes of develo~ment hive been ascer

ta.ined by the eXf9r1.ence of toe law schools of the Unitad States 

of America, extending, in 80me case:, over more than a century. 
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he Hllrv rd Le. I vhool L, t.he b88 t ~no n 0 f t '38e. 

Iy I~bll h~d "Centen~l 1 History of the H~rvBrd L 

n the recen t

School" the 

essantiol conoltions ~f Irogress are clearly indicated. 

not matter of controversy but of incontrovertible f act. 

he; are 

5. r e essential conditions of efficiency in a la school 

re rr1nc1 ally the follo'1ng:-

a) ne rore~sors must give t eir ~ ole time to the 

la. school. 

b) ihe students must give their 1 hole time to the 1 

school. 

c) Professors must be c,osen not on aocount of their 

SUC0as~ 1n rofes ion'1 ife, at tn· Bar, or on tne Benoh, but 

becauJe they are aua1lf1ed to tanch ~nd study la • 

eculty of cCill University ~g organized in the 

ye r 1 53. From th date until the ye r 1918 the scoJ,e of its 

as lret10ns 'as I1mitoa to prefuring students for tho r ctice of 

their lrofe~6ion as advocates or nct&ries in the rcvinee of uebee. 

or many years it- staff as ra~n e elusively from tno B ,neh and 

raelising members ef the B"r. Dr. F.f. 'alton, pointed Dee in 

lBw7, ao the first ~~rorEBseur de earrl~re" associated itn the 

Faculty. Und r his administration educ tion 1 standards vere r'l~

ed and the gener 1 efficiency pr the Faoulty dvanced, but the 

'co e of its activities continued to be limite to I,re aring ·tud

ents for ra ·tis1no in ~. 1s ~rovince. 

7. Th U8 I'miting its outlook and endeavour, the Faoulty could 

never expect to Bvtract a urge n m er of Btu ent, nd Bince the 

ye r 1 78 it h. had a ferm dnble rival ln t 1 L Faculty of Lav 

(ontreal). In fact, the number of students ln the F_culty has 

·lw ys been mull. From t. e static tics of the deeenni.l J:er rd 

1904-1914 11ich are bafo?e me, (A~Iendix A) I find the ver ge t

tend.llee in the three ye rs legath r (omitting urtial students) 

to have been 44.4. Our ng th t pariod th. first year entry s 
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mos t often below 20. The top 1 imi t as reacned in 1913-14 \li tn a 

first year registration of 30. In time to come a gradual increase 

may be expected commensurate ith growth of population of the city. 

A few more French students may find their ·ay t~ us r a ther than to 

Laval, but tnat is all. It Is plain hat as a provincial institu

tion the Faculty has nothing before it but a future of res ectable 

mediocrity. 

, 

8. During the last fe w years, the Faculty, 'hile a t the same 

time increasing tne eff:ciency of its existing courses of study, 

has conceived larger ambitions and laid a solid foundation for 

their realization. Thus it has:-

a) duplicated the course for the B.C.L. degree so as to 

adapt it to the needs of students who intend to ractise in a Com

mon La? jurisdiction. The old three year course is no~ known as 

"Course A", the new three year course as "Cour e B". 

b) lengthened the courae for students ho intend to 

practise in this ravince from three years to four exee t for re

turned Bold.ers and graduates. This i a knoln as "Course C". 

c) rocured the institution of a ne degree of Bachelor 

of Lhws (LL.H.) designed for ~ersons who ish to study law, but 

not with a view to r~ctise. 

d) procured the institution of a ~ost-graduate degree of 

Master of Law (LL. ~.) analogous to the degree of aster of Arts. 

e) remodelled the conditions ~f admission to the degree 

of Doctor 0 Civil Law • 

.r) established "! c~mbined course for th9 LL.B •.. nd B.C.L. 

degrees extending over four yeers. 

~. In anticipation of these developments the Board of Govern

ors so long ago as 1916 authorised the appointment of a second full

time professor wno would take charge of the new subjects introduced 

into our curriculum. During the past summer I was fortunate enough 

to be abl e to recommend for the new chair .. r. Herbert Arthur Srni th, 

Fello~ of agdalen College, Oxford, whose appointment, one may 
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anticipate, "ill ring a great accession of strength to the Faculty. 

His duties ill be t o-fold:-

a) to provide new cours~s for students Viho intend to 

practise law in the Province of Quebec; 

b) to direct the studies and undertake the tuition of 

tnose ~ho do not. 

11. The courses of study for the nev degrees took effect last 

session. By making use of existing material and ros t ponlng the ne 

subjec~s to the second year, it as possible to get the LL.B. and 

Course C students started without any addition to the staff. T 0 

men registered for . e LL.B. - both \l.A. s of cGlll, engaged in 

teaching ark in tn. City. This as 'holly unex ected, and suggest

ed a new source from ~ich the number of students in our Fac lty 

may be augmented, namely, gradua.tes 1n Arts or Science ~. 0, from 

one motive or another, may 'ish to au plament tneir rrevious stu

dies lith a kno ledge of leg 1 rinciples. Two men and one oman 

registered for the comb'ned LL.B. and B.ro.L. (Course C), . ich as 

• 
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o~tlonal l_-t seer an~ h~ ~lnce b~en ~e 0 ligetory exed t t. for 

grndu!l.{"o!! and returned ecldlers. In addition to 1:, Is t. 0 Ulen resent .. 

ed t e:::s31ves for the 3.C.L. (Ccurse B). T' i ' 't..S enbur seing, as 

the }:L,grarr:;. oalled fo';" lect.ure~ in Jur1.s .rtldence ana common law 'nich 

ere not tnan aV3ilable. Ho av ~, I ex~lnined the situation to them, 

~d they ex~re~Gad tlemselveo ati~fled ~th my offer of tui~lon In 

these sub"f3~~tt3. ...hi? rosult 'as thut e at rted la~t session l"itn 6. 

aonslderhble accession or Rtudents attracted by the ne~ courses. 

t2. rhu f_ st Y0cr res_strotlon this y ~r is ~henomen 1. 

It , xc~eds 8C n is not yet com~lete. The grent majortty ls made 

up 'Of m·,:w wh~ mOdnto r~Ulll1fy for r,raotlc~ in thiH ,rovlnce. fltn 

rega:-d to tiu:wo l.Jha inore :lse of numuor3 La abnorma.l and affords no 

indication of fotU~B dva cu. hat ls much mo e olBnLfic nt od 

v~cour gin ls t at elev n men h~ve alr~ady registered for tae a 
C urS9 in '!i. e first "J 'r J "r1 tree' n the second. ~ney com,.1 from 

... 11 over Co.r,s:.tls. nnd bej' ,nd. (A: t,..endix b) Our F'nculty hus cr3(Jsed 

to b~ ft r.iero1/ r'')vlaolal inst.l.tut..l.on. 1'he success of the Common 

L\l,! :::our~e 5U.'('1S aS8u:-sd. :he Lt.B. OOU!"S8, rm the oth)r hand, hee 

not Je't f:3stn.i::lisheci · .. tself in f vou.!". rt'he L .. e rl t.h t, la can be fro

fitu~l!l B !..l.ld ~:..nd . y /,,:(~n 'ho ",0 not .. tntend to I rnct L88 is novel 'lnd 

has net jet t,\ en hO.ld of the ubll0 i!l,"1ginatLon" but .&.t 1\111 00 80. 

~O 1ST the e has been thiA ye~r only one entry for this course, the 

candidate being, llke toe t J Iho entered last ses'Lon, and ho 

have ~ seed lnto t ~1r second yes?, a Bchoolm ster enS ged 1n eduea

tion~l ,ork 10 tn c1~l. 

13. I ~!nlloned n;ove a one of tho e~G.ntl81 con 1tlons of 

... ff1clonoy in ale 01 tn t the stu" nt-a snould give t,he 101e 

~f the~r time to the.r la' sc.ov1 studies. Tnis condltt n is pre

~ ut In th. ouse of t.he Coun,f.) B stu~erlt8 "nd Bome DC t.he students 

f~ r t.w LL. B.. ;. notho!' .'Jond it ior. /' s the t vhe rrvfeo!$ors shorlld 

glve t'leir ,hole time to t .. he work '1.'3 Alieh. r 113 1 80 on 1:.i1'e1 y 

t le (..ese thf ... t. the 6;{yert'~nce o· ... l'lf.) Ame"lcao 1 '. ohoO.l8 affords 

in the nu"fuer 0 r thr-? i1 hole l,im' t, :1n'31''3 an e oy mt:J&. ... I re of the 

success and standing of lu 00.001. I \ould a~most vonLure to 
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s Y t at the c lculution m y be redu ed to a rOfortion in nrith-

matico law school ith t 0 full-t ime J rofes ora 'ill be t ice 

s efr:~18nt a a ~~~ s~haol rlth one; )~ a hool ith four 111 

be twioe 9 er : 1clent 8 a 1 scho':)l '1th t~ o. Efficienoy of 

courn m~an~, Gmongsl othe~ t 1n~s, 8UOC~SS in attr cting tud~nts. 

ere galn, ¥~ovided conditions fi ro fqyo'rable one may expect an 

inors a In t dents cormnensur' t~ · .... th ",he incraaa9 in tle numbers 

of the rOLe so ~aLe. 

14. I n ve aid " rov lJed con it ons are f vourable". rp la 

is an importllnt u l'fication. .9 i r.- deal ing tth fectors hioh 

re largely un(no '!'l, bl.,l v not holly "30. In tne first lace on-

bareal 1y t,he I r1.oo1.},a1 city of Canada. It h l.l read y something 

of ti1e glamou-r o. a. C8.I.it.al. It 1. " 9. leasant t-1ace t.o live In. 

This ls 1n au-r favour. e~t; do the regul~tions of t e rovlncial 

Bar Association ut obstsclea in our .ay? et seriously. In some 

lrovln~9s no ob'e tlo~ -ould be made to _t~don~s attending our l~ 

school dlrlne the COUl,S of their p~rentioeshJ. It is:not so in 

Ontario. There eve-ry stud~nt must be articled 1.n the {ravinee nd 

must attend cour~e8 ~t Oagoode H~l~ dlring his a .! rentlceship. But 

in ~ll the ~rov'nces th, term of 1 ~rentices_ i is reduced in f your 

of a graauate in Iny Fa~ulty. Thus ~n Ontario ex ~x ~t etudent 

10 had not previously gr duated in Arts would have to attend the 

otfice for fIve years, during three of ,h1ch he ould attend elae es 

t Oagoode Hall. By t~klng degree "'t cGl11 he .'ou.d !"sduce vhe 

term under articles from five ye rs to three} so t.at tn r.gard to 

the time 5fent in qualifytng himself for T8ctlce the choice ould 

be bet een alx ye~rs with the icG111 degree and five ye re ithout 

it. Once our 1 w ec 001 . fir~ly .tablishG~ 1n ~ublic esteem, en 

111 be ;1111ng to rrolong their course of trs nlng by one yo r in 

order to take dyontage of our courS9S and obtain our degree. r

tner, toe dec ared ro11cy of tne C4nadlan Bar A ~ooiation 1n f.vour 

of Jl free int~rch nge of stu entl3 bet 'een tlhe C) v raJ. provinces 'ill 

opwrBt~ in QU~ r Your. I 8 S, thor'tore, oth1ng to J' event us 

d r~ lng upon t e 'ao~.3 of C~\na.i fo"" (u r student.s. Ho far 'a all 

do 80 111 dep_nd 1 n t u on !roum3t'nnA~ oUL.ida OIr control, but 

• 
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upon the quality of our own teaching. Finalli, our reputation as 

a law school once mada, e may expect an increa3ing acce~slon of 

students from the United States of Amel'ica, us well as i'rOal gurope 

and other parts of the ~'orld, articularly perhaps In connection 

with our post-graduate courses. 

15. The conclusion to which my remarks 1s directed 1s to 

urge upon the Board of Governors an enterprising and progressive 

policy in all matters affecting the ~"acult.y of La , in order 'tha.t. 

e may at an early date out-distance com etitors and es~ablish 

ourselves as the remier lae scnool of Canada. Sy unde~taking to 

teach Common Law vs have issued a challenge to the worla "ich 

must be made good. i2 By ereat~ng a tost-gr duate degree ln La~ 

involving resident study, e have invitea ersons to come te us 

ihose interest in law does not consist ~n getting through exami~

ations. All this irriplies 1:'1. very algn standard !:inc a 1'Gl ia at}ctition 

to our staff of full-tlme professors. Hapfily vtlis r'~oul '-'i h[~s 

already a moderate enaowment, and its income will b~ ·nure~o=d by 

tees. Further, I assume t1i.at 1~ W~J..~ Donern by any f no hiuh in 

the course of the next few years -dll be .raiGed for tit; pt::IHt3 ri.t of 

tne University genera ly. OLhar matters are pre8en~ Lo my mind 

affecting the Faculty, such a.s the ,art whieh it ought to lay in 

university eKtension, but this memorandum is already long ~nough. 

It 111 serve IJO indicate some 0; Lhs designs vmien I naV0 re' iJhe 

advancement, of tne Faculty, an wnich, if .i. 00ntinue t.o be Dean of 

the Faculty, r snaIl nope ~o see e~fected. 



A ~endlx A 

Register of students in tne Faculty of La'. 

1858-69 1859-60 186e-81 1861-02 1862-65 1863-64 1804-65 

31 45 47 42 55 48 56 

1865-66 1866-67 1867-68 1868-69 1869-70 187 -71 1871-72 

61 54 50 46 ~1 ?9 42 

1872-73 1 7 -74 1 74-75 1875-76 1876-77 1877-7 8 187 -79 

40 42 48 78 78 1 2 85 

187 -80 1 .0-p1 lRR1- 2 18R2- 3 le 3- A4 lR84- 5 

69 67 4 ~ ?6 0 

1886-87 1887-88 1888-8 889-9 189 -91 1891-92 

16 16 14 15 18 25 31 

1893-94 1894-95 6 1896-97 1897-9 gp_gg 

3 00 ~~ 47 ~5 ~~ 

1900-01 1901-0 1002-03 19C~-04 1 C4-05 19G5-0d 1906-07 

60 47 4G 40 28 27 

1907-08 1908-09 1909-10 1910-11 1911- 19 -13 

35 58 47 60 58 5' 

1~14-15 1915-16 1916-17 1917-18 1918-19 19~9-?O 

61 59 49 4 47 



A: e ldix b 

List of Course B Stud~nts 

and places from which they come. 

Sesa:'on 19::9-20 

Amirkhanib.n, A 
Arrnstrong, T.A. 

Boright, 'I. N. 

Crosby, R.B.G. 

Gibvo~, S.B. 

Hankin, F .. 

HartlGY I R •. 1. 

M,lC~(mzie, c. 

P.:lr.sons, R.A. .. 

McK8sn, H. 

MOfiCO 'io J M. t~. 

W'11 'er, B .. 

Fir t Year 

Armenia. 
Barbadoes, B.W.I. 

Magog, IJ . ~. 
Nov'1. Seotia 

ll!ont.real 

Bri. tl~h Colu,nbia 

New BrunswicK: 

Nevl oundl.1.nd 

Ontario 

1 berta 

'?}~~mudtl, B •• 1 .. 
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Hon. ~r. Just1ce Greenshlelds. 
Cour t House, 
Uontreal. 

Yy dear Dean:-

Harch 31st, 1925. 

I have your letter or yesterday 
with referenoe to a co~lttee to make careful study 
of reoent legislution affectIng our Law course. 

I culte aprrove of the member
ship OJ. tho cOm1nl ttce nar.led lJY you but I )Dost 
reepeotfully sugcest that ~on add to it another 
memDar of the active Bnr. I belleve In' our keep1nc 
in tho olosest IlOs&1blc touch with the profession. 
I also believo that,To ~nnt always have teaohers 
on our a tat! 'yho are 0.100 enga.ged in the ac t 1 ve 
prac tice o! the profe ss ion. 'la!, I ,also sugge st 
thnt you naoe one of thn younge~ and rising 
mornbors of the profossion. You know muoh better 
than I who are SUCh. . 

Yours faithfully, 

Prinoipal. 

, 



March 30th, 1925. 

My dear Mr. Principal :-

Referring to our conversation 

on Saturday morning, with reference to the new legislation 

affecting future 1avl students of ours and other Faculties, 

I \'Joulo. sugge st the appointment of a Committee to make 

a careful study of the legislation, having regard to its 

Iossib1e effect, and also having regard to the necessity 

of cmy changes in our Curriculum. If I may be permitted, 

I Vlou1d suggest a COl:unittee of five, composed of, 

Professors, Surveyer, WainwriGht, Corbett, LeMessurier 

and myself. If you L,pprove of the personnel 0 f the 

Committee, and '\'Til1 communicate the fact to ne, I y/il1 

notify the me!Ilbers of the appointment, a.nd will arrange 

fol' early meetings to consider the matter. l, 

General, Sir Arthur Currie, 

Principal McGi1l University, 

C i t. y. 
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~rote'lor B. £. Smith. 
~aCt.al t7 ot La •• 
KeGl11 Unl ",e·rll t7_ 

»ear Prot ••• qr Smlth.-

/ Atter oonSideratloR ot t-. 
q ••• tloal l.vol ••• '7 the a'011tlon ot tbe Lt.l. 
cour ••• I .. prepar.' ~o r.oomaea4.-

(1) !hat tbe prof ••••••• l' .t Jurl.~ .... 
a,,4 Oo ... n La" " 11lIpeJl4e4. wit. a yl •• t.e 1'8p1aola. 
i .• at 10 .. tat1l" elat. b7 a prot ••• or.hl)) la ••• . 
oth.r lu1JJeot_ 

(a) that the prot ••• orl~lp ot 00 •• t1*-"0"1 
Law '~Oh .. ,.. to ,be pr.ot ••• orlhlp ot Oo •• '1t.'10~1 
&ad h4.M1 Law. 

the '.~J.ot. tor la.truotloa 
la .hioh tk •• rot •••• r ., CO.8tltatloaal sat 
..... · ... 1 I.aw 110111 .... . "apoD,lbl. YOu14 _. 1'8"1'&117 
.,.akl ••• tbe La. ot ,-. C •• stltGtloa. and ot ,~ • 
•••• '1'.'~1 ot ot_.r 00"'1'1 ••• 10 tal' .e " ••• '.1'7 
or 6 •• 1ra1»le. all4 -_Il ltraMhe. ot la,,_ 81lhJeotl 
ot "4.ra~ 1 •• 111atloa. a. aa7 appear approprlat •• 

• 



/1 • · 'rot,.sap 1.',"lt~ - 2 - • 

'or tla. tl •• belllS. a1l4 .""J"' -\0 al&or ohaap. tit 1. Propo •• cl tJl., 
th.r. -. _11.' ... the .u'J.ct •• hewn OD the 
." .. heel aohe4al •• 

I am preparld 1;0 1'.00_.214 
that YOll .. appolJat.d. to 'hie ohatr .a prot ••• or .t ••• 1.»7 .r, . 

Pl"l1101pa1~ 

• 
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CHAIR OF CONSTITUTIONAL AND FBDERAL LA • 

FIRST Y AR 

U .. ITS 

Comparative Law (Jurisprudence) 2 (Yearly) 

Criminal Law 
2 

SECOND AND THIRD Y~ARS. 

{ } 

Admiralty. erchant Shipping & Carriers 3) 
) 

2 ) Alternate 
Prlnolple8 of Insurance 

) 
2) yeal's. 

Constitutional Law 

) 
2 ) Public International Law *' 

(b) 

A 8eleotion ot the following: 

Trade Yarke, Patents an~ Copyright (Exohequer Court Practice) 

Comparative Legislation 

Advanced Admiralty Law 

Advanced Constitutional Law. 

~ (The suggested allotment of PublI0 International 
Law to this chair Is dependent on no other and 
more satisfactory arrange~ent8 being m de.) 

It Is proposed,in addIt10n to the regular courses 
now required for the B.C.L. degree, to institute the extra 
and advanced Courses in Constitutional La , Admiralty Law, 
the Law of Trade Marke, Patents and Copyright,(lncluding 
EXChequer Court Practice) and in Comparative Legislation, 
above mentioned. A number of these speCial courses will 
probably be assigned to the chair of Constitutional and 
Federal Law. For the session 1924-25 a beginning will be 
made with two units in Advanced Constitutional Law. 

1 

lt 

1 

1 

1 
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FACULTY OF LAW 

ftlME!.I WIrEr •• A..,.g ~" • .r:e 
DE AN 

The Principal 
McGill University 

Dear Principal: 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

21st September, 1921 

746 U N I V E RSITY STR E ET 

TE LEPHONE : UPTOWN 5920 

In case the Governors should consider the advisability of 

appropriating any part of the Eddy bequest to the needs of the 

Law Faculty I am venturing to take this opportunity of laying 

before you--on my own responsibility only - -a draft scheme for 

the organisation of our teaching on a fully w~cl~-time basis. 

You will of COUI'se understand that in offering these suggestio ~ 

I do not wish to disparaGe in the least dl.egree the work done by 

ollr par~-tiTl'le cOlleagues. ~~o one is more conscious than I'1yself 

of the debt whi ct. t':e Uni versi ty owes thew. At t"'e same time--

puttinF personal (!uestion5 apart--experience has now pretty 

conclusively proved that the reputation and efficienc;y of a lavl 

school suffer in more ways than one, if the staff are unable to 

give an andlvided attention to the work of t"e school. 

Fi'1.ance naturally cones first. The stipends paid to t">1e 

par.t-tirue staff will am -mnt this session to ~8650. If we can 

add to this $735 from other sources, we should have a sum of 

/16 , 00, whieh would provide for three chairs or lectureships 

at an averaee of $5000 each, le'ving a mnrgin of S~RU $1000 

for occasional teavhing on minor subjects by outside lecturers. 

I would suggest that tt.e cl-tairs s:lOul(: be enti tIed Rnd tJ.le 

work distributed as follows:-

( 1) -Gale Profes~or of Roman Law (now represented by Ur 

Rose) : 

ory . 

ROllall Law, Quebec Real Property and Quebec Legal Hist, 
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(2)-Professor of Civil Law:- The Code sUbjects of Persons, 

Obligntions, Wills, Successions , Earriage Covenants, and some 

~inor Code topics . 

(3)-Professor of Criminal La' and Procedure:- Criminal Law 

and Procedure, Evidence, and Quebec Civil Procedure. 

(4)-Profesdor of Comnercial Law:- Corporations, Bankrupt

cy, Sales, Insurance, Ship~iu.g, and N e€:0 ~ tiable Ins trurnents. 

(5)-P{'ofessor of Constitutional Law:- Constitutional Law, 

Public Internation;.l Law, a_od a nUI!lber of COr:J.llon law subjects. 

{6)-Profes~or of Juris~dence ~nd Comnon Law:- Jurlspru

dr>nce, Private InternatiJnal Law, and the remaining common law 

subjects. 

The first four would not handle any corollon law subjects, 

except in so far as the DO'!linion la'.'; is uniform, and should be 

appointeu flom the Quebec Bar. The last two should be members 

of the Bar in so~e COBmon law jurisdiction. 

The first four Vlould have about six or~ seven hours lectur

ing a week, and the last two seven or eight . Ei8ht hours et 

week is considered on e;o)d authority to be about the maximum 

that is compatible witl ef~icient teaching. 

Certain subjects required by t~e Quebec Bar are ast.ie;ned, 

as at preseht, to the two COI!l.r.on law chai rs. Approximately 

75% of the total amount of teaching eiven in t~e Faculty would 

be in subjects required by the Quebec Bar . Perhaps I ought to 

make it quite clear that my proposals do not involve any in ... 

crease in or further endowment of the comnon law teaching , but 

re~ate only to the c,urse of study already pres , cribed for Que 

bec students . 

I hnvp confinea my surr;estions to what is i'T1I'lediately ~_ 



.. 
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practicable, al~ the schefle outlined in ~his letter covers the 

whole of the teachin- as at present organised. But before con-

cludint3 I should like to add that in ny opinion a University 

holding tlte rank of UcGill should contemplate in tl-te early fu-

ture the establishment of a c l w.l1:' of International Law, to be 

filled by a jurist of real distinction . For ~le present, how-

ever, this may be reGarded as a luxury, and I do not incLude it 

in my scheme. 

If only one or two additional chairs can be endowed, I 

would sugrest that Civil Law should be givell precedence, and 

that the second place should be assigned to Com"1ercial Law . If 

you wish, I can ca.lculate the fie;.ures invol vec: in each case . 

I have only ventured to trouble you with this long letter 

because it has occurred to me that, in determining questions of 

policy, it may be of aSbistance to yourself and the Governors :t 

to have before you in black and whi te a scl-leme covering the 

whole organisation of our teaching. 

Sincerely yours 
«ll.g ...... u:' 

Secret-trY' of the Faculty 



DEVELOPHENT OF THE LAW FACULTY 

Without repeating the argumeHts used in nrevious letters and 

memoranda I would draw attention to the fnclosed statistics and 

the analysis of inquiries i:Oecently received. The essential 

facts 0:' the si tua tion may be sum' lari sed as follows:-

(1)-80 long as the Faculty is content to be mere auxiliary 

to the Quebec Bar it must be content to remain a very minor part 

of the Uni versi ty. Al though this vlOrk has been effiCiently and 

faithfulLy performed, the limited aim has prevente1 the Faculty 

from arousing any interest or attaininf any reputation outside 

the Province . 

2)-The action of the University in founding a com'Lon law 

rse "designed to meet the needs of stUdents who intend to 

prac tise law in a c om .. lon law juri sdic tion" (Calendar, p. 260) 

implies an undertaking t~a t the teacl1i:~ i ve'1 shall be adequate 

for that purpose and shall meet the usual requirements of the 

k ~'I :Jar in t:'lose juri sdictions, 

~~~~. (3) -The provision of a Single profes",or is utterly insuffici-

~ ~ ~~ '(:nt ['or this, and vre are compelled to oni t the te' chine; of many 

~ ~' lbjects which are every\lhere re' uired by the B~r authoritie., 

~ (4)-The lmtial registrati01~as be n most encouraging, and the 

correspondence analysed elsewhere shews that there Is a wide-

spreud demand for a corn llon law education at I:cGill Uni versi ty. 

(5) -Unless this demand is promptly met by sufficient an(~ 

efficient teachine; we will f,et the reput::.l.tiol'}. of promisine; more 

than le c~n perform, and the new school will rapidly die out. 

The present op ortuni ty is not li '"ely to recur, and the Facul ty 

will relapse into a position of obscurity with a purely provin

cial future before it. The injury done will not be confined to 

the Facllty, but will gr vely affect the 7hole re~ltation of the 

University. 



(6) -It should be very clearly Ilnderstood that. the new devel-

"lpment doE'S not imply t'w least hostill ty to the teach':'nc of the 

civil law ar..d ,hE' l>re,?aration of men for the Quebec Bar. T~1i s 

Vlork:' c DC .. must remain t"8 first charee upon the en' rf,ie~ of 

tl-J.e K'c.lcul ty, and its ei'ficieIlcy should be stimulated by the pre-

sence of a strong co .mon law sch)ol. ':'he converse is also true 

--that the o;Jportuntty of studyi!lc; the civil law at close quar-

ters is one of the s+,Jroncest attractions which we can ofi'er to 

stUdents from other jurisdictions. Eacg side of our work stands 

to gain by the ef:iciency of th' other. 

(J)-The position of 10ntreal gives us the op,wrtunity of 

buidins up a law school in whic[l both t'le civil law and the E~MXl 

cOfllllOn lavr systems can De taught wi t~ the maximum of efficiency, 

as it will be po sible to study the~ in ~ctual operatloh side by 

side. If f"lC"" a school is created, it will be absolutely unique 

in the world, a~d the possibilities arisin~ from its development 

are almost incalcu~able. 
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STATISTICS 

It chould be clearly understood that, so lon~ as the Faculty 

confined itself to training nen for the Quebec Bar, it was a 

very small affair . Down to the beginr.ing of the war the total 

number of students at anyone time varied from 16 in 1886 t'J 

102 in 1377 . The average for the period 1904-1914 was 44.4. 

Last se. sion was abnormal, oVling to there Jeing a number of 

returned soldiers . The total "9." 134, 0:' "'ho'11 87 were f.lrst 
"/Le 11. e~ i ... r'l"'~;1n. r l~ : ., 'l-€?7: O'k ~ ~ ex~e cA-ec\ 

Jear, 34 second, and 13 third . tb (,.e /),A.,.~. 

The number of stUdents taking the com_non law course CB) Vias 

14, of whom 11 were first year and 3 second. Two came from this 

Province, the remainder from British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario, 

NeVl Brunswick, Nova Scotia (3), Newfoundland, Bermuda, Barbados, 

Trinidad, and Armenia. 

7 stUdents were taking the LL . B. course, hich is intended as 

part of a gen ,eral education fo~ those who '\'lish to study le8al 

principles, but do not intend to practi s e . Five of these were 

of distinctly more than average ability, and belong to a type 

which it is most desirable to attract to the University. This 

side of our work cannot be properly developed with our present 

staff. 

The common laVI course (Course B for the B.C.L.) and the LL.B. 

v/ere first organised in 19 18, and 'ly own chair was not RXaaE:t 

~ .... "' ~~ 
established until 1919. Bot'i<'re therefore in their infancy, a'1 ci. 

at present it vannot be honeO;:ltly said that we give adequate 

instruction in either. 



The following analysis of letters found among the Dean's 

papers iKNOC or recently received by me will serve to she\! the tilt 

widespread interest taken in the development of our coo on law 

teaching. This o:'fice has hitherto lac''"ed a secretariat, and· ~ 

Dean's papers are therefore incomrylete in many respects, so it 

is probable that no record reoains of many inquiries. 

l.-Vl.H.Wynne, Hafford, Sask. B.A., Queen's. Uibhes to practise 

in U.S.A. 

2. -A. P. Shakery, Kamloops, B. C • Educated in Eng13.nd For B. C . Bar 

3.-A.O.Potter, B.Sc. Asst. Prof. of :conomics at Pe.msylvania 

College, Gettysburg, Pa. For Ontario Bar. 

4.-J.E.Porter, Andover, N.B. Has done two years law at Dal

housie, and wishes to complete at ~[cGill 

5.-D.K.IlacTavish, Queen's Univ., Kingston, Onto Wishes to prac-

tise in Ontario. 

6.-N.Edwards, New York City. Wishes to practise in ilest Indies. 

7.-1,(.I,IacDonald, V/olfville, ~.S. General inquiry. 

8.-J.E.Carberry. Student at Queen's. Ylishes to practise in \lest 

Indics. Returned soldier (Imp.forces). 

9.-A.A.Cohoon, Ottawa. Wishes to practise in Ontario. 

10.-L.F.Callahan, Seattle ,Wash., U.S.A. Law student of th~ni~ 

of Vlashineton. Wishes to corntlete course and take degree at 
~ 

:.!cGill. 

11.-H.H.Codri .gton, New York City. General inquiry. 

12.-\7.M.Brandon, Hamilton, Onto B.C.L., Trinity Univ., Toronto. 

vlishes to proceed to .1cGill D.C.L. 

13.-R.D.Newsome, Charlottetovm, F.E.I. General inquiry. 



2. 

14.-E.D.Snith, St Thomas, Onto iTishes to I!ractise in Ontario. 

15.-2.R.Parrot, Washington, D.C. In practice at Washington. 

Desires McGil~ D.C.L. 

t6.-G.W,'MacDonald, Campbel..Ltovm, N.B. General inquiry. 

17.-H.G.Fox, Toronto. B.A.Toronto. In practice at Toronto. 

'fishes to obtain I1cGill degree. 

18.-R.Lett, Oxford, England. Rhodes scholar fro~ B.C. ~lishes 

to pr ctise in B.C. 
M. 

19 'I[ • .,. , • v t I . -.,.lSS ;oor0lm, .. on rea . Vishes to take corn on law course as 

part of a general education. 

2(). -A. RD.m, r,~ontreal. Wishes to oracti se in Nova Scotia. 

21.-H.P.Mackeen, Halifax. B.C.L., HcGill. Says that the N.S. 

Bar will admit him, provided that he passes our examination in 

cert.ain subjects on v/hich Vie do not lecture. 

22. -E.".T. KOjirna, Tokio and Los Angeles. ~,~ember of legal firI:ls in 

Japan and :r.S.A. Wishes to write on copyright :'or !,kGill ie-

erep of' D.C.:'. 



31-8-1920 
~ACULTY OF LAW 

R. W. LEE, D.C.L., M .A. 

DEAN 

Dear Principal: 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

746 UNIVERSITY STREET 
TELEPHONE : UPTOWN 5920 

At Judge Greenshields' request I have written him the letter 

of which I am now sending you a copy, to,.......gether Vlith some earlie'1" 

papers bearing on the same subject. Perhaps you would be good 

enough to return me these at your leisure, as I have no other 

copies. They are probably already on the files of your office. 

Very truly yours 



'", }lst August, 1920 ~ 

The Hon. r Justlce G~Sh1eldS 
53 Slmpson street. ontreal 

y dear Judge: 

Fa.c lty of La.w 
PeGil Un1versity 

ontreal 

I run rl ting to you to suggest that you should call a Fac-

ul ty meetllng at the earl1est opportun1 ty in order to dtscuso the 

question, hit}h has no become urgent, of making adequate ppo

vision for the Coo on La side of our teachlng during the coming 

session. 

The situa.tion at present is some/ hat critical. In 1918 the 

Governors decided to extend the usefulness of the cUill La 

Faculty by providing a COUI'Qe of study for students from tle 

var10us coo. on la jurisdlctions, and 1n 1919 furtler effect ia 

given to thls decislon by the pppointment of myself to cy pre

sent cha1r. Last sesslon the Governors sanct oned the estab

lishcent of 3. • econd tltuL.-tine" profcssorsh1 J and negotia

tions ere opened with Professor I.S . ackay of Saskatche an, but 

circuma;anccs arose hich prevented any apPointment being made 

before Dean Lee left for England. 

I have ca. led the situat10n critical, because it really 

amounts to th1s--that e h"ve proclaimed. to all the world oub 

readiness to give an education in English Law before e ere 

properly e u1pped for doing so. Obviously no one ~an can pro

te s to cover so lide a field while maintaining the standards 

hich~. ,rent un1versit she ld require, nd I am afr'id that 

the or1d 1111 not believe in our claims until they see that 

more adequate provision is m e to meet them. 

In the e n time inquiries are cont1nua 1y coming in from 

pro pect1ve students in all parts of th1s continent and in the 
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est Ind1es, ho are anx10us to kno 

them an education in Engl1sh La 

hether ·cGill can give 

~""-IlO.wr. equl valent to that pro-

vided by other universities. At present it is vary d1fficult to 

give them a s~tlsfacto~ rp 1y, and so e of them are being lost 

to us in consequence. I fear that the onportunl ty presented by 

the pre ant year may be very dlfficult to recapture ~t a later 

/' time. 

There need be no fear that this ne developoent will in any 

ay compete ith or dl inlsh the 1mportance of the civil la 

/ te ching \7hlch it Is the prl ary funct on of our Faculty to sup

ply to those student~ who ~ training profeSSionally for the 

Quebec Bar. On the contrary, I believe that the nresence of a 

~trong com~on lau Gchool ~111 be t c greatest stimulus 0 tlcae 

students and 1111 give the keener tlcn anong them the opportun

ity of acquir':"ng a. much lder and deeper kno ledge of legal 

prlnoipl s thnn thcr could othcr~lwe obtain. Similarjy I 

convinced that the opportunl ty her-s presented of study Ing the 

c1vil a sJ ""l,vern at close quarters should prove one of the 

chief attractions hich le can offer to en from other juri -

dictions. 

I sum up this letter in a ol'd by saying that t ere is 

no use in doing things by halves. Unlo s e are prepared to 

offer to all corners a really first. cla~s education tn F.ngllsh 

Law, it !ould be ouch better, in y opin1on, not to h've cm

b" ked upon th1n venture at all. 

Very s1ncerely yours 

h, c.. s. 

PS.-I am sen ing a copy of this letter to the Principal. 



ngust 
:lneteenth 

19~O. 

Professor herbort • S.lth • •• , 
427 10 ve., 
,eetmount, ue, 

Dear Profes~or Smith:-

I beg to aekno lelge 
receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, 
with me orandum attached as stated. 

In connection ith this, I ~ 
ould b gl.d if you ould c 11 upon me ~t 
y offico ac oon as convenient to yourself. 

I ~h~l~ ot be lcavinr the city for some ti e 
no. ~ome ti e durinc the forenoon ould, 
probably, be most convenient. 

Yours eit .fully, 

Prinei a • 



17-8-192 Law Faculty 
McGill University 

Dear Principal: 

I should be much obliged if yo 1 'lO"ld be kind enou ~'1. 

to lo')k over the encJosed draft. The idea was sU5[;ested te 

me last session by sone inquitJies made bj 'lest Indian stu-

dents, who :were anxious ';0 be able to obtain admission to E 

their local bar v/ithout having to eat dinners at the Inns of 

Court in London. The Law Faculty arJproved t~le draft at a meet.

ing last April, but Lee decided not to circulate the letter to 

the various ilcst Indian authorities until I retnrhed from Eng-

land and could deal with any correspondence that might arise. 

Until a couple of years ago our Faculty hardly aimed at any

thine; more than training men for the Quebec Bar. It was Lee's 

idea to make .. !cGill a Dor.tini.on law school which should take the 

same place in Canada that Harvard does in the United States, and 

at his sUGcestion the Governors decided to found the c'lair v/hich 

I now hold. Laot session the Governors sanctioned his proposal 

for a second chair of Engli sh LVI, DH this h!l.s not yet 'Jeen 

filled. 

'lhet'ler the i'fest Indies vlill respond to our advances remains 

to be seen, but if they are willing to work with us it should 

!11ea'1 1. considerable development for our Faculty. In view of the 

trade agn>ernent just concluded at Ottaml. I believe t:'lat the pre-

sent moment ls opportune for an ef Port or O'lr art. 

I am here for part of each day, and my house is at 427 Elm 

Avenue (rrestrnount 1248.W). 
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.l. Montreal is therefore almost unique in the opportunities 

which it offers to Vl\, student of acquiring a working knowledge 

of the two principal systems of law now governing the civimtaed Utw 1~d:i 
world, and it VIas this consideration which "!loved the -eo¥er~ 
in the su ~er of 1919 to institute a special course for the bene 

fit of those students who desirea to 'Jractise, not in this Pro

vince, but in jurisdictions governed by Snglish law. In the 
'?-tu- I 

opinion of the &e~pn~F8 the experience of thls session has 

amply justifled the new denarture. A~ong those attendlr.g the 

course have been ~ students from t~e ~est Indies, and ~ 

'" . GG¥-el!llCl.!'S believe'£'thp.t it Vlould be in the interest both of the 
of 

C )lonies ."md/the :Jniverslty if the Lc~1.11 course of study were :t 

to be forma_ly recognis~d as part of the qualificatiob for ad

mission to practice at t.e vari~us Colonial B~rs. 

The courses~ of study, as at present arranged, may be 

hrlefly aescribed as follows:-
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The degrees 5ranted in the Faculty are the L~.B., B.C.L., 

LL • ~!., and :J. C . L • The two latter are for graduate students 

only, an'l are a\tarded unon the production of oriBinal Vlork of 

sufficient merit. 

The LL.B. is designed to sU'n"")ly <l lide nd s'Jund education 

in law, both for those who do not in~end to follow tle ~rofes-

sion, and for th")se \7ho do. To the forner clas...., it of ere as 

part of a ~eneral education a traininr in the oethods of legal 

thought and affords the o:portunity of studyin~ legal science in 

relation to social and co lercial life. R0~x~kRxiBZxerxzxxxx 

It is intended chiefly for students "ho are l'J')ki~(1" forward to a 

car~er in business, journalism, or public life . For t~e lat er 

clas.., - -thOE.t \:11.0 intend to rraet ise la\, - -"'", lE, LI . B. K~!ir:ZEX!lllWJli.~ 

eurriculun Irovic r I! Cl p C'I trse of !)rel~iI'l': r:' study. 

The course of study for t e LL.B. de:ree ext('nds over four 

years. Th .('ir. t tno ye rs < r t3..ken in the F'''cul ty of Arts, Xx 

t l' r' ~n ~ fO;.lrth :'e~ rs. I nclose p 

proeramne of thf'> lectures '\lhicr.. will en~ble you to ap_ reei te 

th.e scope of the course. "nder the headln,; It ..... i ~~ L,,'l L .... : ...... " 

true t· i: 
. , 
1 ... .11.. to -.. t . , 

Torts, and Real Pro;'f'>rty, to ether with so uch of let:;al history 

as ia necessary to a proper un<lerst· ::1,:'in2: of thJs(' subjects. 

Tne lectures on Jurisprudence are delivered from t~e ~oint of 

vie\7 of t: .. w ,ne;lish la"l. 

For t"1.e llegree of B. C. L. the Facult prov':'des t:'1.reo courses 

of study. Two of these (CourueJ A ~n0. B) ex~end over three 

years, ".n. one (:Jourse C) occu: ies four ye' rs. 

Courf,e ! is nrinarily c'esir:YJ.('( f0r those students \"[ho wish 

to pr" .. ctise law in tl1n Province of Quebec, and rll~Vtt wi t'~ auvn.n-

t :;e 1)e (.a "~en by tho e '1 0 wish to be edmi ttecl t) t'tle :3ar ·in st 

Lucin.. It is open t') stu6'..ents who h ve prev 10'lSly graduq"ten in 

~robably be m~de f1r extendin~ it to students from st Lucia who 

satisfy the requirements of the lutriculation Board of t~e .•. i-

vt.;rsit.f. 

Course B 1s desienell t'J meet the needs of those stud ,nts ,.ho 
£,v v,t.. 11) 

nractise lay; in ' jUlJisdiction vlhere English lau prevails . It:1 
A " 

~ {( . 
is open to ~ students who sat isfy thE' rec:uJ.rements of the 

~atric~lation Board . I t nv lte y~ur attention to tne . nclosed 
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time-t~ble of ~he lectureo for this course 
' ~ 

~he four ye~r curse (C) is i~tended f~r those candidateb f 

for the B.C.~. degree (other than C')urse BY st1.lco-nts) vlho ai2€ h 
1 f I , 

~ gr::tduate It ie unlikely t'1at 

est Indi~ra students wil~ wi~h to tAke th;s course. Arrange-

'llents ~lso exiot for t".e combined st·lC'iy of t:'1e :::"1.B. o:nd B.C.:'. 

courses, but VI'th t:le details of the3e I ne 1 not troublg you. 
wo/,<-fU. 

The great .~jority of lest In~ian students ~~ nrJb~bly lish to 

t'l.ke either t:1e B.C.:...... . 'Course B) or the r.:".B. 

The re0istration of Law is ~ and 

tOtR tees for t~ 
7 -CO, which Su.w 

includ.es Union. of raising the 

sessiona::" present 'mder consideration. The uraduation 

fee q;..,.r 

In concl1l1sion I \lould say that it is ~ ea.rnest desire 

~~~-~.~a&~ to see t~e ~al Faculty of UcGill University develope 

into a central school of la\1 vlhic11 sh!:lll fu ty meet the needs & 

of students from all the British po:>se sions in the !~ew 10rld . 

I should therefore gre~tly value any sug~estlons ~r criticisms 

fro"'l you which Vlt)1l1cl assist t""e Faeulty to render L 3reater 

bervice to the cnU3e of legrl education in th8 Empire, and ~y 

counsel "hicb. y')u may feel disposed to o:'fer will receive tt'he-" 

most careful considerA.tior .... r~rrr-'b'v~ Ooveornop& a.nd :fro J tbe !i'e:e-

~ of Ball . 

I am, Sir, 

jeC1 '~C:-.L ~ of the Faculty of Law 



Distribution 

To fJ'2~l~ Honourablt") t 1 -, 0 i f JUbtice" n{ i lI'rh~ H.ono l.rable 

tle ttorney-General" at:-

Nassau, Bahac8s 

Br1deetm,n, Bc rbados 

H~milton, Bermuda 

Georgeto rn, British Guiana 

Belize, British Honduras 

Kingston, Jamaica 

St John's,Antigua, Leew'rd Is}.ndsx~~xNixg~ain;x~X±Nt~ 

Port of Spain, Trinidad 

St George' s, Grenada, ind\lard Islands 

Castries, St Lucia, lindw<rd Isl~nde 

Kinget vm St Vincent, Windward Islands 



Prof. Herber Smith, 
aculty of Law, 

746 University street, 
ontreal. 

Dear Professor Pmith:-

ovember 
wentieth 

1919. 

Oonfirming my message by 

telephone yesterday. I have much pleasure in 

approvlnf of the apPointment of ire Bernstein 

to the acdonald Travelling Scholarship awarded 

to the student ho attained the highest 'standing in 
l 

the examinations held in the year 1918. 

Yours very sinoerely, 

Act~ng prinoipal. 



on Novr. 19th. 1919, 

The s'tudent "ho cune out tor:> 1918 eXru:linations UI)plip.s to be 

c'!'anted the :~8.c(1onalr1 T!'uvellinr, ScholH!'ship and the funnB l!'e Hvai1a. le 

fa!' that, uno the Lnv~ ~n.cul "::~1 l.l."t i tfl r.::eeting or: Thu!'sdu~7 lust, at \'-hich 

:Jea.n Lee ~ns not pres mt, ag!'eod. to t}~13 a:,~lication subject 'to .... hp. 

'I.'he~7 ,ould bp. fTlad if Dean Ada~s v-ould _~inn1y £;i ve his 

+1 it· .. 3 ~ t . tt" . t 8. 1
). ~_1O!' ?:[l _1011, as ._!' • . e_~~ ~fnn "an s 0 PJUKC nlS urran{!(men H. 



Pr~f. Herbsrt Smith. 
Faculty of Law, 
746 University Street. 

Denr Sir:-

ovember 
Twenty-se'cond 

1919. 

Please aocept my best thanks for 
the copy of the Minutes of the meeting of the 
Faculty ot Law held on ovember 13th, when I 

0.£ in et taws. 

I have noted the contents of 
these Minutes, and am returning the oOPY in case 
you may requir it. 

I have already written to yo· 
my formal approval of the appointment of Mr. 
Bernstein B.C.L. to the acdonald Travelling 
Soholarship in respeot to the year 1917-18. 

FDA/ C. 
Encl. 

Yours very truly. 

Acting Prinoipal. 



JAMES PARKER HALL, PRESIDENT 
UNIVEjlSITY Of CHICAGO LAw SC~OOL, CHICAGO 

I 
HENRY CRAIG JONES, SECRETARy-TREASURER 

UNIVERSITY Of ILLINOIS , URBANA 

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN LAW SCHOOLS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

PflESIDENT, EX-OFFICIO 

SECRETARY-TREASURER, EX-OFFICIO 

ARTHUR L. COR BIN, 
YALE LAW SCHOOL, NEW HAVEN, CONN. 

GEORGE G. BOGERT, 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY, ITHACA, NEW YORK 

THOMAS A. LARREMORE, 
lULANE UNIVERSITY, NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

Princ ipal A. _ .• Currie , 

c1i11 TJniver::d ty ) 

on troal, "'e.nadc. • 

. y dear Sir : 

Your !etter of ace b r 14 i s rGce':ve , and I sLall be 

..:In.c to pro ent it to t!~e nembers of t'e Association at its ",eet-

ing t le end 0 +" t'~is '"lont . • .• tover the ir p1ea.sur ~a.y be , 'le 

are much indebted to you for your courteous inv · "k. t· on . 

Very ~i!l C Croly y:)Ur ) 

J?P :EHC 



f · 

Dear Professor Ba11:-

Deoember 
J'our'e8llth 

1922. " 

On behalf of tile GoYemore ot 
•• Gill UnlTersit, I &la writ1na to 8%p1'888 the hope 
tUt ~he A8sooiaUon of aerioan Law Sohools -7 
f1nd It pos81ble to ho14 ita annual ••• tlng at 
1l000tr.a1 1n Deo_ber. 1923. . 

It l.h18 lnTi tatlo?l a·hould pro .... 
accep\able I nee4 har417 8&7 that •• should be 
T81"7 pl .... d to pu~ th. UnlTer81t7 bu1ldings at the 
di.poaal of the A8SOciat1on tor the P1l11)ose of the 
.. etinp .,,4 to extend to all the _Ilbere such 
oourteai.. &8 are in our po •• r. 

The Paonlt7 ot Law 4es1re8 to 
&saeoiat. itself 001"41a117 w1 th till_ ·lnTltatlOt'!, 
8"4 we ahall lodJt fOl"Want ."11 s1noere pleasure 
'" tile oppor't1l1!l ':r of .. 100ll1ng J"01:l 1f the 
A8800latlon finds it possible to accept our 
8uae.t1«m. 

Prino1pal and Vice-Ohanoellor. 

Professor 18888 Parter Ball 
file Law SoIlool, , 
Uni.eralt7 ot Ohio .... 
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February 1st. 1922. 

My dear Sir Arthur :-

I am greatly indebted to you for 

your kind letter to capt. Bradshaw. I am sure that it 

will be of use to me, and I greatly appreciate it. 

I had an interview with Judge Lafontaine, Dean 

of the Law Faculty of the University of Montreal. He is 

entirely sympathetic and will gladly cooperate with McGi]l 

in any steps that may be taken to ameliorate or cure the 

present existing conditions. Judge Martin will see 

the Dean of Laval at ~uebec and obtain support from there, 

if possible. 

I have discussed the matter ~~lly with 

Judge Martin and JUdge Surveyer, and they know my views 

on the matter. I will be away, of course, when the 

meeting takes place, but Judge Martin will fully 
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represen t me. 

Again thanking you, 

I remain, 

Sir Arthur Currie, 

Principal McGill University, 

C i t y. 
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October 18th, 1924. 

My dear Bovey :-

At a recent meeting of the Faculty it was 

decided to appoint a Committee to consider the question of 

optional subjects. The Principal was to name that Committee, 

and he 8. sked me to suggest names. After consul tation with 

some of the members of the Faculty I beg to submit the 

follovling: 

Professor J. E. Martin 
11 H. A. Smi th 
11 E. E. Roward 

I will act with the Committee, as ex-officio, if 

it meets wi th the Principal ta approval.! 

Yours sineerill ~ W 
,,--,----" ___ - f. Colonel Bovey, 

Principalts Office, 

McGill University, 

C i t y. 



Professor H. A. Smith, 
Tloe-Dean, Faoulty ot Law • 
• oGill Unlveraity. 

Dear Xr. Vloe-~ean:-

Jauuary 3rd, 1924. 

. , 
I have glv.a oareful oOD.IderatIoD 

to your letter of Deoe.ber.12th &Dd to the prop9sal tor 
a S .... r Sohoo1 whloh you have 'here outllae4. 

I teel quit ••• re that ·tbe oourae 
would be an .zt~ly iatere.tIag o.e, b.t 1 am not 7.t 
qslte oonvl.ce4'a. ,. 1'_ drawlng power an4 wo~14 like 
,. talk It over with people aore 1. touoh with the 
.o.roe. troa whloh 70U might expeot to obtain stUdents. . . ' 

. tkere I., however. another pol.t. 
aD4 'aat 1. we ••• t, 1 think, be prepareA to tla. 
&Oo~4atl0. tor .tu4e.t. atteAAla. ~our ••• here. aaA 
,.. .bal1 .... ha ... put to It to aet eJlo.gh rocna for those 
o_s.q tor tu ."aola 8oJ1oo1. lIaMODa14 1. go1q to ' 
.. '.11 )7 re .... ot the17 OWD lum ~ oour •• _ ao that 
.. oaaao' look tor Ml7 help trom the.. !u1a. all 
tha. 1a~0 .00nI14.ratlo_, While 1 40 not .lah you to 
'~lDk that the proJeot 1. 4.tlnlt.ly .et aa14e, I 
' •• 1 'hat It .111 '- lapo •• l'l. to Bake arraA .... nt. 
till. 7.ar. 

# 
PJ"IDOIpal. 



MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

FACULTY OF LAW 
OrrIcE or THE D£AN 

/J )" 

1:6 hiD,.;i 1, 
rcG ill UYli versi ""y , 

lIontrea:. 

Jear .~. Princ~pal , 

In accorda ce wi th yonr s' estioYl I ave 

drafted a rou~h sche~e for a su~er zc 001. the eel~ral 

ti tIe of lhi.;h 'wouli be TT "",r~[.i':'an ~overn,.,e t ani ::cor o~ 0 cs" • 

r~' e S-.;1 erne cover"" five wee's , of V/}'ich four 

wou d. be levot~d .... 0 lectur':'np" and or..e to exa"'l°_a*,ions. 

In each 0 the J. irs* cu.r wp,e::s there "lOul'l be ... hree 

hours lecturiYlg on five I'lo.nings. \lit:!: one lecture on 

Sa~urdays - a to·al of C O x.L.~_ our (C4) :ectures. ~ce 

re"'lainder 0:: the 4i..e would. be d.l9voted "C' pr.:.vate read-

ing, i'l'" formal J.i8CUE'sion. and recrea ti.Ol... . I io n:Jt t' ... ir. k 

it vloul1. be \ :'se ·0 overloai 041:e courSI) 'ili ih lec +ures . 

~~part froIr. a.illL:r..istrative expen('es. the cost 

o~ instru.ctior.. at 25 per ect~re wou i amoru t to 'lGOO, 

VI '1 ie!: wou 1 be ty fortJ etudertE payiI~ ;40 each . At 

this rate about ~i.x:~~y r+u ents shoul1 make 04-1:e ver::ture 

self- supporting, f'Y ... d t e cost Vloull, I think , be low 

enou~h *0 attract a fair number . Tt auour.04- s to 8 a week 

in additior.. to .L.he cost of 11v~hg . 

The draft scheme o~ IJctures is or.ly a s~~~estion . 

and doubtless a'lm..:.ts o· cOllLLderable iI"lprov m~!'l". 

ai 1.' u:ly yo.xr , 



• MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

FACULTY OF LAW 
O~~ICE O~ THE DEAN 

Subjects. 

Iiistory of 7rench Carlada to 1763 

General - istory 0 Canada 

Const:tution ar.d Government 

Forei~~ ~elations 

Social ~ In1"strlal ?'oble~s:-

I'DIIligra ",ion 
Education 
"'".Jabo IT Ji.sputes 9 JArbitrat.:or: 
:'runsportatlon 

Economic qe~ources:-

Apr icul "t'lre 
li'isreries 
~'ore sts 
lIinerals 
. ate r PO~ler 

Ba~in~ arid "'11blic I'inance 

Geo ..... raphy 

12th Jec)~bcr. 1923. 

:~o. cf .'Sec tures. 

4 

12 

16 

8 

12 

4 

4 
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Sept. 11th, 1924. 

My dear Mr. Principal :-

The enclosed is a copy of a letter 

which I propose to send to Professor Smith, if it meet3 \'Iith 

your approval. I will not, ho~evert send it to hiD until 

I hear from you. I will telephone you in the morning. 

YOUrSSim~w 

General Sir Arthur CU1'l'ie, . - __ 1 

Principal l.:cGill lIni versi ty, 

C i t y. 

Enclos. 



November 14th, 1924. 

l'l"iy dear liIr . ~rincipal :-

I have yours of the 12th inEtant, 

informing me of your choice of the COY!luittee to cOr1Eider 

the question of optional subjects . I shall take the matter 

up at once , and call the Cornaittee tocether to consider 

the matter carefully. 

With kind regards , 

Yourc since 

General , Sir Arthur CUlrie , 

Principal McGill University , 

C i t y . 



Nov. 12th, 1925. 

I'ITy dear Mr. Principal :-

With further reference to my 

letter to you of yesterday's date, I wish to state that I 

omitted to refer to the concluding paragraph of your letter 

of the lOth instant. I quite agree with you, that a petition 

Vlould carry much more weiGht "if endorsed by the Law 

Faculties of the Universities, rather than as a petition 

from a Student body". I may say, that I have discussed 

this v7hole matter on more occasions than one with the 

Dean of the Law Faculty of the University of ::.rontreal, 

with a view to a united action. He did not, ho~ever, 

see his way to move at the present time. Had he 

consented, I would have at once brought the matter u p 

befo!'e our Faculty. I may tell you that I consider the 

petition as but a very thin end of the wedge. My hope is, 

someti r,e, to have our deeree of B.C.L. accepted as an 

Admission to Practice, without further examination. You 

will understand that where students do not go forward to 

the degree of B.C.L. at our University, but follow an 

office for five years, an examination must take place. In 

my opinion, the final exaIYlination in OU1' Facul ty for the 
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degree of B.C.L. is much more thorough anQ exhaustice, and a 

very much better test of a student's knowledge of the law 

than the semi-annual, ofttimes ill-prepared and ill-digested, 

examination submitted by the "learned men of the East", 

composing the Examining Board of the Council of the Bar, 

and I shall not cease to endeavor to get the Bar Act amended 

in that sense. I admit that I am not altogether hopeful 

of any success. With all respect, I am not free from 

the idea that these semi-annual Bar examinations, accompanied 

by the student - payment of substantial fees which enable the 

Examining body to indulge in semi-annual 4l junketings" 

to va.rious parts of the Province of Q.uebec, may seriously 

obstruct the bringing about of what I desire, and which 

desire is abundantly shared by some, if not many, of the 

merbers of the teaching Staff of our Faculty. 

The petition in q".uestion Vias prepared by 

Mr. Justice Rinfret of the Supreme Court, who is, as you 

know, one of our Professors. It was signed by Mr. Justice 

Surveyer, another Professor, who a dded his qualifications 

as a Judge of the Superior Court and a Professor of the 

Law Faculty of LcGill. Neither Mr. Justice Hinfret 
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Surveyer nor myself undertook to speak for anyone but 

ourselves. So far as I am concerned, I propose to attach to the 

petition a statement, that my signature is an evidence of my 

individual cpinion and desire, and, as I said in my former 

letter, is in no way an expression of desire or opinion 

emanating from the Faculty. 

I will, as I said in my former letter, take an 

early opportunity on my return from Quebec to see you 

personally. 

With kind regards, 

Sir Artb.ur Currie, 

Principal McGill University, 

C i t y. 



Nov. 18th, 1925. 

My dear Sir Arthur :-

I am enclosing you herewith a translation 

of the Petition abou t Ylhich '-re have corresponded. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 

Principal McGill University, 

C i t y. 

Enclos. 



To the Batonnier General, and the embers of the 
General Council of the Bar of the 

Province of uebec. 

The humble petition of the undersigned 

re2pectfully represents: 

1. That they are law 8tud~nt8, and arc desirous 

of completing their studies in the science of law to 

the end that they may qualify to become members of the Bar. 

2. That since a ce:ctD.in number of years the custom 

followed has been, that a student in order to be admitted 

to the ,ractice of law, should pass an examination before 

9. Committee of the :.qar upon all the different matters 

and subjects which form the different branches of the 

law of the Province. 

3. That since a certain num1)er of years the courses 

of study in the different Universities have beer. consid.~rably 

raised. The Law courses have been improved an' have been 

followed more studiously than h3:.~etofore, due largely to 

strict re ulations, both as to courses of study and 

exp,;nina t,i ans. 

4. That the Faculties of La exact from the student, 

a certain maximum of points on all subjects before he 

can obtain his decree of :Bachelor of Law. 

5. That except in the case of certa..in students. the 

regulations o£ th~ Bar requi e a degree before the student 

cen p~oceed to his final examination for Admission to 

practice. 

6. That the undersi~ned are of opinion that in the 

interest of the Bar, as 'rell as that of th~ student, it 

would be advisable to so modify the regulation with 

respect to the final exanination, that the student who had 
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submitted to ana succeesfully passed the University 

eXa.I:1inations on all secondary subjects, to wit, ROL'lan law, 

Constitutional law, International law, Legal history and 

Municipal le.V1, and who had obtained his degree, should not 

be further submitted to an exanination by the Bar, except 

upon the principal subjects, to wit, the whole body of 

Civil law, Civil procedure, Criminal law, COmL~ercial law 

anci l.ari tiI!le law. 

Ar!d your Petitioners are of opinion that both 

the Bar and the ctudent would gain tilereby. 

The student, because thelcby he would be relieved 

from a number of subjects which, although having a certain 

importance in the study of law, a profound knoVlledge of 

the same is not of th0 Salfle value as a knowledge of 

the principal subjects above mentioned. 

Moreover, the student Yloulu. he.ve More time to 

devote to the study of our laVJ, properly speaking, and 

would thereby be in a better position to prepare hililself 

for hi s final exaJ.!1ina tion. 

The Bar, on its part, would find its interest 

in cha~1ging the system, and would be enabled to Make a more 

thorough examination of the stUc.el"it on the more important 

eubj ccts~ 

The Bar ex.?l in . ' on being had only upon the 

principal matters, could, and 'would be more exhaustive 

and thorough, and thereby more effectively testing the 

qualification of the candidate to the extent of his knowledge 

of the law. 

For these reasons the undersigned humbly pray, 

that the present petition be given serious consideration; 
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tha.t a report be made to the Attorney General of the 

decision arrived at with respect to tbe said petition, 

and the hope is expressed, that the Bar Act will be 

amended at the next Session of the Legislature to the 

effect, that from a nd after the first of July, 1926, the 

examination ft) r Admission to practice law for such 

candidates as hold a University diploma will take place 

only upon the following subje~ts: 

ever pray. 

Civil law 
Civil pr"ocedure 
Criminal law 
Connnercial law 
Maritime law 

And your Petitioners as in duty bound will 



CANADA 

otta-\'la, Ont., 

9th December 1919. 

Dear Sir,-

I beg to ackno\71e dge your lett er of the 

8th instant, together vlith memorandum conCerning.le 

Law Faculty of I:cGill University, cJ.nd t o say that same 
" 

will be placed before the l'rime Hinister on his return 

to the city. 

Professor Frank J. Adams, 

McGill University, 

1i:ontreal. 



. t . . .Lon. Sir. ober L. or e l. 

Otta 0., Out. 

Dc r fiz-:-

D cember 
.. lshth 
1919 • 

have the pIe S' e of enclosing 

her .ith a me ornnd concern~ng the La acuIty 

0._ oQill University; i's past, pre. en and uture, 

'hich h seen submi tte to me by the D l_n of the 

culty, Dr. obert • Lee. 

Yours very sincerely. 

Also sent to: 
Sir Auokland Geddes, 
Riohard B. Angus Esq., 
Sir Thos. Roddick, 
F. Roward Wilson Esq., 
Sir Vincent Meredith,Bart., 
Sir Herbert S. Holt, 
J. K. L. Ross Esq., 
F. M. Aolson Esq. 

o in Prinoipal. 
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I eaire to r co en for your pro 1 
the follo,in oale of r un ration to thoe e ber of th 
B :r of the :Province of me-beo ho tenon in the .... a.culty of L 

No. of 
L oturos 

lOO 

Civil Lo. , Real 
Prop~rty, etc. 50 

Private International 
La 25 

Persons and Oivil 
Proc dur 125 

Obli uti one 50 

Criminal L 50 

Comp ny Law 26 

La; of Evi once 25 

arrlage Covenants, 
Lease, Elre, Pre
scriptions, _inor 
Contracts 50 

COIIlJ!l r i I La: /, ills 
of Dxc}Bn ,Eanking , 
Merohant hipping n 
Carrier ~5 

ills, Substitutions, 
Suocea ions, Gi£ts 
inter 1 os 25 

Commercial La Cover
ing Insur nce, S~la 
of ove bles 25 

llnic1p 1 La 
ps-rochial La"l 26 

, rtnership 
story 50 

Remunerc.tion if 
wo;..~~.~;;.;;..;";;;";;"';"';''';'';;;' g1 yen by; Lecturer 

1,000. 

I, 00. 

600. 

3,000. 

1,200. 

1.,200. 

600 .. 

600,. 

1,200. 

600. 

600 

600. 

60c}. 

1.200. 

700. 

~75. 

1.875. 

750. 

7bO. 

376. 

375. 

750. 

375. 

375. 

3'76. 

750. 

___ Th se nO sliv red nd prob"bly vi1.l 
be by full-time xof~s or. 

Publio Intornational La ls covere , and prob blya11sya ill 
be, by full-time ~rofeesor. 

by 'J7J. 
this yiar sho 

This uill inorease the nnual expen iture 
over 1 t yoar. On the other h·nd the fee 

an increase of 0 er last year. 



FACULTY OF LAW. 

For the year ending J~~e 30th, 1920. 

RECEIPTS. 
Balance on July 1st, 1919. 

Income from the following funds:-

J..!acdonald Auxilary Fund 

tT Endowment 

" Travelling Scholarship 

in Law (part y€ar) 

Agnes L. Gale Fund 

Elizabeth Torrance Medal Ftu~d 

Alex J.[orris Exhibition 

.Facul ty of Law EndovJIIlen t 

Fees:

Sessional 

Law Undergrade Soc. 

Gift:-

Junior Bar Assoc.~or Prize, 

Montreal Bar for Prize 

Text Book Lending Library 

TIeductions from Caution Money 

Advances to SpeCial Funds 

~232,500 . 

20,000. 

25,000. 

1,125. 

1,660. 

91,400. 

18.05 

987.50 

1~,-j)!)2.50 

1,--244.00 

1,-555.00 

69.98 

62.20 

5.....-685.08 st221856.26 

~11 ,751.25 

124.70 ,,'llt875.95 

15.00 

50.00 65,.00 

118,50. 

5,50 

6,'ob 

~34t945.26 



FACUL TY OF LA\~. 

For the year endin~ June 30th, 1920. 

DISBUR~ 3M3'iiTS. -

Salaries for Instruction and Deanship. 
Invigilation of Exaninations 
Janitors and Cleaning 
Repairs anQ Improvements 
Furniture 
Library Shelving 1920-21 
Improvements:- Alterations to building 
Light and Heat 
Insurance 
later 
Books~ Periodicals and Binding 
Text ~ook Lending Library 
Care of Books in Library 
Printing 
Stat'y and Postage 
Scholarships and Prizes 
Morris Exhibition 
Macdonald Travelling Scholarship in Law 
Montreal Bar ~~ Prize 
Junior Bar Prize 
Travelling Expenses 
IJIiscel1aneouliJ 

Law Undergrad. Soc. 
lIrs F. P. Carve1l (annuity) 
Revenue Capitalized 
Unexpend,ed balances of special funds 
Bal. carried forward to let. July, 1920. 

;;y16,858.26 
121.00 
239.53 
226.64 

76.'10 
139.29 

45.72 
448.10 

39.08 
90.00 

973.62 
287.22 

1,055.50 
91.48 

·103.13 
756.03 

50.00 
1,250.00 

50.00 
15.00 

752.00 
213.84. ~23.881.84 

115.00 
1eOO. OO 
8600.00 

91.88 
456.54 

$34,945.26 

, 
\ 



~+ ~ecember, 192 
FACULTY OF LAW 

ROB ERT W LEE , M . A " O.C . L , KC 

D£AN 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

746 UNIVERSITY STREET 

TELEPHONE ' UPTOWN 5920 

L.CTUR~S IN NOTARI L LA', 

_'i t its mect.i.n ~ ') "' .. t'le &:x;x 3 t', l·ovemoer t ... e !"'acul-ty consid-

ered tt.r> etition ooP t 1 r.'1t rial f tude. t& ..... ' ... i 1': t a-:-... 8'1 ci'1 

provision s' ::>u r e de f)r .... 
(> r r.. ecs . 

~he racul ty uei'e 0:' opinior ,j. ':nt ~l:e&( stuAents should e 

E'xe lpte"l fro 1 attende".ce .. t t le lect":l:es ,)rl Civ':'l :'r')cedure, and 

~~at t e Governor~ ~h011 ~ ~ ke r to ~.nction t~e -r'ViLiJn of 

_cctures or. ~chool mld Parish L~w, Rednction ctE' , r r t'le 

bub ject to tl 0 aY) r )vc:.l of t 1, Gov er 10rs t~(' T"1acul ty 

. C::H 1 t tee; cone istin! of Profesuors Survey er, :~0wa:·G., . u ... L.li tr. 

to dvise up')n the ap )ir.t e'1~ of . 1Ectur . '1.._~ '!Y>fll -' '11 

nece ...... ry 

abo'lt twenty-five ')r t· trtJ lecturer in (1 tor!"' te ye rs ,)ulrl 

m eljj, tIlE' syecicl needs ')-P t p nC'tari 1 students. 

R~-"~ -----Secret. l> (. ar:ulty 



FACULTY OF L4. 1 

The aI'rangeuents fo'" t"l' ~)rebeIlt sebEion ClI"'e nrr)visional, . S 

~' E. ,r- . ., r 

cu~~iculuL int~ l1ert to c~ le ;nto o~erati~& fxt se~.ion. It 

fihal y r,cttlf'd. ;tt p eeer"'. 

4er..cc tl1 Co..np'I.I'a ... ive Lav!) will i-Je rn' 't . .! ",~udent.), Dot', CLV-

i.l ta:la . 1'1. CO'I Ion lawyers . 

) Plo, lln: "11 rr )cE.:ci.u't, \ 'lic'l ilL bCl Por' co . ~.' l:lVlyeI'b o .. lJ, 

Tl-.o lectures :"0 "e clelivf r'cr~ './ D ' _' c'ny a 1 111tally Hi '-) :,e 

:00'.1:' 50 i y •• u.n')er, cOM.)!'in~ Lp.~·<.l Histor~r (lrittL(l '. r..' C'l .rH ) 

I- • 

"" , ~ht.)srl i,11 L1 be for the corn n 

~hf' .....,'" :. ()f hi. : ~c"':,ur't" .. will 1 E' r;ivt:n Lo alter .ate ~rears. :n 

'1.l :'aw for '11 b"oIuden.:'s . L' tho o:'11er Je'tr he will sive bout 

125 lec ture", on Co •• sti t 1 t L0,1' 1 Law, r:0rt2'H rE~. a -<:'1 SlU"e ty ship, 

HIlL nnl kminLJtrations, curl ~C'ui.tJ. 0:' these t"E, 50 lect'lres 

tC' SUM w.I' i sed: -':'he total nllqber of lec-
~lA/.l 

to Le dE'll" 1 { 1 t.v,!) 'je~ rE 
160 {, 
tee. \1111 bc ':or al.:. stacl8 Y itE 
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It w')ulC a.!.'"") 'Jf Pt) .... i le ")r c, nl co!)r uear.. Lee, if ~e re-

tur::s, t,") t'l;:' 0 1 80!lE' ()~ :. f Lpct lre 

lec turP,Ds () s'..lbnec t", in "'ich v le lay is c'm OY'. tJ t'rle v 1 )le 

") t . ~ ,. e Ship in 

iY' '1 torn' te J e rs, '.l~ t.e J1'( r t, C )",t ')~ t,'1 t') t' ~ ''''"1(' 11 tv 

L1 t'~· ':oWl") yen.rs. 

Dr ':ack..,y's lecture, ") .. CI':msti.+l'tinn'l.l L . we 8 for.:wrly 

civm: bJ Dean :,ce, '; ho~' ~'Vt riv' t, in~tY>.lcti0n last Jear 
(lie-~,~ IC<M SJ: 

-:,) a c0'..lYJle ")f s~ude ... t.. t..al PrQT)erty. Anart from :,' at 10 .. . \ 
DrovL~ion h'a,,,, l-:it'18rto Je n marl.e "or "!:,1e subjectL 0.1 "licll ~ . .PIl.. (l....~ 

\-Y:U.C 1l I \ ill deliv9r. In futqre it \'/il. fll \-' ~s ' A es .. enti'"' 1 

t 1~ t our l~cturer on rtf'pl Prv;wrt.) f).lf")ltlcl JP f'['mili[ r, as r 

.Irckry is, 

From VI ',t I laY S' ici it L.> obv i ')us :,'lH"L 8 r ve not 'li PH. rto 

/:)l. '1: 'l.b18 to e>i'fer n pfficient COU"'b' of ins .... rnlctiG. i 1 ·~nZlish 

exprenelJ c :al. Ir .. t"e fu ture I believe t"l-tc , our C'1UrS8 ill N 

le t e :'est iY"J. Canada, Drovide l O'..ll' st-1.::1dc ['(1 0 tcac'linp" is tluf-

ficiently hi'~h . Professor Falconbri(l~- ")~ '.:'') ) tc ' , i tte(l. to 

~~~~V< 
{ e :,'w ot

1

1er day t'l t O'lr course \Vu..., ~ that 'iven 

by Ose:;' )de~ Ha 1.1. T" le 1("\' r' >vel')pme It has 'lraady exc i tee n.uch 

interest . T'lE.' outline o-f' Ollr c'p'rlculu 1 publ ished i 1 t'le IIGaz_ 

at .e'l of t' e 1 st Nover:::')er was Wide 1y rf">"r\.")duced i 1 'lest rIl Ca'1ad o.., 

and tle cu rer1t issl1e of :,rl(' "CaY1n.dia La TiT'le&" containE:. a 

p ra.c"rap'l of' c')rdi[' ..... co!':C"rc tllatlor. to cGlll U Jon its decis ion. 

It i:... t :8refore reasona')l .. to ex ec:, that t. .. ere li 1 L 1e ' C )!lSid-
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:.lture t 18 ::r0wt1l 0f t lE' 1:acu1 ty Vlill c:.e )en( u'y)or.. the repu ta t io1'1 

which we May acquire. 

At pre3er~t there are 20 .... tudl'~ts takin~r this cO'.1rse, e3.ch 'Of 

whom pays j2{1CC-vO pr r' sessio'" :',,1 .('~>CS. T'rJ.e:: > )ald by the "A" 

st>:.ldents i8 15 -00. 

r:: it were 'eci er: t') ~ave nr..o Vier +'ull-~lme pr':>fesQor 1 

cl vil l~ Yl it wo tId ~,e poss ible to a& ~ len to h':'.'l v orf'" .lhich CO& ts 

. bO'.l.t P'2COO or 2250 c.t "'resent rates or %2750-3(,00 if the rates 

are raise L l-)y S~j %5 Et lec \.lure. 

15th December, 1920 



FACULTY OF LAW 

ROB£R T W . L££ , M .A ., 0 CL , KC 
DEAN 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

7 046 UNIVERSITY STREET 

TELEPHONE : UPTOWN 5920 

Extr~ct fro 1 t p ~inutes of the Fnculty, 4tl Septeober, 1~~O! --

The F~culty ~, in discus pd t.e C"'lestion of an a pointne'>"'t to 

t:le new Cr.' ir of Consti :'It t.ional Law. Aft r prolonged c')r...sidera
resolution 

tion ~he ~ol~owi~~ M~Xi~ wab adopted on thc motion of Profes-

sor l1arler, seconded "9J Profes .... or Surveyer:-

11 Ll view of t' e r~ corn ,er.da tion of Dear~ Lee :. e app )int-

le.lt ')f Dr ::ackay as Pr-nfes or of Consti t..l. t ~onal Lavl is ap-

proved by this F,1.C 111ty. At tht. I lfU t'1'11e t lE' rdculty desires 

to traw the a,tention oft t~e Glvernors to the lif~erBBce be-

tween "'.hf' r81Ul1t ration offered to Dr lackky and t lW", received 

by thc Civil or'l Profes ors, since Vlis di"'f'erence will tend 

t') mrke ~orp difficult thE replace~e It ')f Civil l~w Pr)fes s 

as :'uture vac' ncies occur." 

Profes8or :Iow;..rd u..esire~ tl1a" }- if dissent fro t;.e r~ s')lu-

tiOl. iJh )111 d be recorded on the C1'rollnd:-

"That t'e te'0 ir...p' o+' th'" Civil IJa r1 r)t yet b' ,['. s'l.f-

ficle~tly stren~the ed to warran~ :'e a jOint elt 0f lOt: er 

Co.n,'1o. Law Profesuor." 

There WC.8 lresent at ":.'~c nec-::.ine: -r:'1-J.e Actt,...p' Dear., Pro-

'!'ef~orL r 1".('1", !IowaI'd, SU'Y"vf>,/C'r, !Jnit'l, "ncl :!artin . 

Cc:'t':'f 1 ec tr t J' 

~o.~tk 

SE"C 'et 1 J ) , e ""ac'll t,,: 



The following is an extract from n~he 
Cy !Cu.....~ 1 ('12..() ') 

CanQdian Law Times" :-

" It is with great pleasure that we an-

nounce th~t the Law Faculty of McGill Univer

sity has completed a three-year Curriculum in 

English Law. It is intended to be a counter-

part of the Curriculum on Civil Law, which has 

so long contributed to the advantage of the stu-

dents of Quebec and made McGill University quite 

famous. It is only right that in a British coun

try such a University as McGill €hould have its 

leading feature the exposition and teaching of 

the great principles of English Law as we have 

them embodied in the Common La r of England and 

in the Equity Jurisprudence which has, within 

the last couple of centuries, grown up as an 

adjunct of the Common Law and as an ameliorative 

of some of its harshnesses and injustices. 

IT 'le .congratulate McGill University 

on this new develop/ment and wish it every success-

a success which is almost certain to be achieved so 

long as the chair of Constitutional La is held by 

men of the character for learning and ability of 

Doctor Mackay. TT 



Sir Arthur Currie, 
frincipalr 11cGi 1 Uni vers i ty , 

flontreal. 

r~y dear ')Ir 
, ,., , 

rtnur JurrIe:-

December 22nd,1920. 

In the course of our conversation Ol a week 
a.cro v 1 th re~ard to the curric~la ,in the 'ac~l ty, of Law ~ I 
stated that theieneral CouncIl of the Bar 01 t.llS ProvIDce 
had included in the course 0 study for tb ose seeKin!)' admis
sion to the practice of Law a course on the ~nslish dO!'1mon 
Law, concernIng ;','111ch you desire(l more exact infon'iation. I 
have looked the matter up and find the case to be as follows:-

.dy-Laws ros.51 to 54 irwlusive of the Bar 
of the ?rovil ce of luebec deterr'line the curriculum to be fol
lowed by Universities and Law Schools undertakin~ the teach
in~ of candidates :or t1 e practice of L w. By-Law 52 deals 
with the course of study. Durin~ the session 1916-17, the 
followint; para~raph was added to :3:v-Law 52: 

"Comparative Law: 30 lectures. 
l'his course uo! l)l'ises a l;oncise enquiry into t~le 

Ena;lish common law 1 and a eneral ~:norlled e of the r1ain 
principles underl~ln) tIle civil and cOrlr'ercial laws of the 
other ..... rovinces 01 anada." 

This subject of Comparative Law was also in
serted in By-Law 46, dealin~ with tIle examination :for the 
nract ice of law and the amol.mt 0 f narks to be -i ven to each 
subject, but by a .lootnote it was provided as 0110ws:-

"Subsection 9 0 section 46 and. the last sub
section of section 52 of the ry-Laws of the 3ar (1917) res}?ect
in~ Comparative Law will be in iorce only ;',hen the univer~lties 
shall have established and siven such course in Cor'lparative I./&w." 

This, to my mind, shows th tour rrench-;ana inn 
confrtres are fully alive to the importance to a luebec lawyer 
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of having a r;eneral kno.'iled~e of the COMmon La.w, ]!'rticular
ly as developed in the other Provinces of ~dnada, for this 
action on the Dart of the General 00uncil of the Dar was 
taken, as far as I 'know, '.7 i thou t any promnt in fron our i:a
culty or fror'l the =n~lish Jnemoers of the f:sar. ) I have very 
;reat d.oubts thut, .i lour I'acnlty had endeavoure\.i to f':'ive 
them a lead in tllls directiull, it ';ould have et '.:ith J suc_ 
cess. 

.:e , of course,. et ~he oituation !.1romptly by 
pu t t in~ on a course on the Cornr'lon Law. 

l'or 1Tour more cOInnlete irti'ormation I enclose 
tle rew i th a copy 01 'the 0<: r Ac t and the ~)y-La\7s 0 f the .Jar 
as t1J.ey stool1 on the 25th vC tJ',er, :..,::"7, 'l.d, le:! T have r-ark-
ed those hereinbefore referred to • 

.,.rours ia ithi ully, 
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Ira 11a.n ..... , Th •• for orly an instr et r in 1 erta, 

to rOL s or of Co st"t tio 1 L 

cGill is ivin us an exampl and Jha11 n 0, uhich e in 

Ontario annot af ord to tiJmJoocra: disl'S s.rd. C. goc.de :all han b n 

an ter to ny la. stndcnts from the four e t rn nrovinc ~~...;;;;;..;....;;~ 

nd th r is no r anon by, ith a. ott r e uip d stak~ ani a . 11 

(1 olL:"ricul ,s ~ h uld not eontin..l. to 0 the ohief centre 

Of le a1 ca 10 Cu.r...a.da. h :fol" 0 1i~ tt re fore 

co l.nde 0 th ASSOciation '0 ca:r.e~ul cons1 er tion:-

(1) ke the basis of ontranc to th L School an Art£' gree fr 
R. standarr'l. L.Tli er i ty • 

(2) T~e Law ~oci t should see ctatu ory ~o r to enabl 

uate stUdent of the law Bcho 1, or ~n~ry de ~as suoh a LL.B. (~aoh-

a10r of L B.a.~. ( ec oloT of Civil Law) L •• ( nter of L ) 

and the hono ry defrl'e s of IIL.D. (Doctor of L nd D.e.L. (Dootor 
c f C i 11 L<- ). 

($) he time s to e co e h n the teachin in the L w ~ahoo1 
should be done by professors iho ~ll give their in att nticn to 

their la fJ leotures Bnd th exami atj ons of t ldcnt. They should not 

e rac : e, but shoald e allo, nd encoure. ~ to 
i ve le"'al opin ons hen specially con~ulted, an th y should recei 

f salarios cufficicnt to attract men 0 f rat ate ability and 0 d 

I standin~ in th profession. Oc~a ional lecturos on c rtain practic 1 

subjects m"ght still Given y qualifi Q ID,n ~ho ar i a~tive prsc-

tic • he pro! sors sh uld lObe th ,xa in,re. 

(4) The queetioL of tmprovin th cQrriculum, and in thi connection 

of olnin it the L a1 cation.o itt e of the C na ian ar 

8S cia ion, In skin tn adoption of a i orm currioul to e 

use by 11 the co on-1 w prov1nc s, should e a .n up_ ro lsion 
should 18 fc ce ain co s of 0 _ ra ate or 

it t'h ... 0 C 0 uri in i ti ~ to t e 
ific~tion or tic. or for t os ~ho do not int,nd to practls t 
all. 

(6) he of st y 0 
~~---------~- -' 

t to t 1 inatl0 nd con-
eid ration, to 7h t h , it houl e a on r ext-
bock system, or on the hich 18 mploy a arv rd 
all other Law ohools. or ether judictous co binatlon t 0 



ou1i not ive t~ be~t esultse 

(6) ~he scho1aTship and ot~ r rewards in th Law School i~ht be based 

on a r~quis1~e standin 

amount of xi: ori ioo1 

in t~ eneral cIa ses ooupled ith a oertain 

ork in one of a series 0 n~ ed branch of the 

le', taking the or~ of 8 thesis or e~a1 review. It i ht be a oon

ditlon of The re rJ that the student inninr it shoul Jwith the va--

ue of t scho1arship~ undertake an extra y r or t/O of ost- ad 

'late ark, it~er in ou own La Soho 1 o· ~n so.~ other well-knOwn 

L S 'hool. 

(7) Lhould '~he lLriod 0 r offic, attendanc e S ""rat fro ar.'i subse·· 

quent to the TA ohool oourse? It is cla1 eQ by so~e. and ith a good 

deal of r~ason. that the atte t to oombine th t 0 forma of otuiy is 

disastrous to both, and that a nan 7ho has id proPJr attntion to 

his acad.m1c OO~·6e will et as muoh ood out of one year in the of

fJ.~,e ... s h, wot1ld other rise g ,t in three. 

9th . ebrnary , 1920. 

11 of hioh is sub i t·t .d, 

... J. 19.o1ennan (Conv nor) 

• I. Ludwi • 

i. • err. 

COpy 



UNIVERSITE DE MONTREAL 

CABINET DU RECTEUR 
:on real, r reh 14th 1922. 

ir 'rt ar Cllrrie, 

.>rinc ipal. rc ii 11 :Jr i versi ty, 

~ntre 1. 

Dee ir rt'l-J.ur, 

~evlyin~ to YOIr let er of t:e 14th inst., 

T a'l1 ,)lellsed to _et y) 1 l~nO\l the t 'le accept o~r illvita-
+' "Ion lost 'iP ingly nd that I"l:r..tre 1 Uni versi ty has 

norr:.inated its re)Iesentatives : Ca~o ~~i:e Chartier, 

...>resider.t ef oa.r -r ttriculation 30' rd; ·on. r. Justice 

"Je'1lers ar~d l':T • .\ntor..io ..:errault of O.l.r :n.v. ?_cllty. 

BE":ieve T"le, 

Yo~rs truly, 

Jeetor. 



-I-



MINISTER"S On"ICE, 

DEPARTMENT OF COLONIZATION,M:NES & FISHERIES , 

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC " 

~UEB~C , Karch lOtn 1~22 . 

Sir A.-W. Currie , 
Principal , 

IcGill University , 
lvlontree.l . 

Sir , 

I beg to e.c1<:nowledge 

recei pt of your letter of the 4th instant and 

to s~y that I exvect to be in a position dUi"ing 

the early part of April to na.ue B d ate at whic:l 

it will oe fJos::;ible f or t.he Me.noers of tbe Council 

of the Bar to neet w:th the represe~tatives of the 

Law faculties of tne 1niv~rsity . 

Yours si doere ly, 

i I ~'l ) ~ W~ I 

iVl <-jVUIV ~ ~ 
~ ~u/vtf; I~~, ~ 

"/~/~'--
~ 



' ... 

Hon •• "'r. Justice ,,'a.rtin, 
Jud es' Chambers, 
Gourt ~ouset 
·o'YItruql. 

(ar .;ud .... e Mnrtin:-

.LI.Jril 
.... irtcenth 

19 .. :~. 

~ thank you 'for your letter of 
.pril1lth,outlbi!l hat occurred' he"'- the 
repreae!ltativ( ~ of the :'J.W P cuI tioA of o'YItreul, 
Leval lr.d ~c~ill 'niverslties met the ~e,.,eral 
~ouncil of the Tar of the rovi~ce of uebec • 

• hile we 'ere ,.,ot suocessful in 
l£vinf.'; all our. vie s preva.il I am 11i to .... ure mu~h 
ood h~s resulted. 

I sha11 be 
oation before the member 
.,.,ext meeting. 

1 d to lay your com~uni
of the . 'ul ty ... tour 

Your~ 'Uithfully, 

• 

Pri,.,cipal • 

• 

, 



WORK FOR MR TYNDALE 

Alternative Schemes 

{A)-Wit'.10ut altering the existing cU'rricululit or 

disturbing the permanent professors assign to him the 

lectures of Messrs Johneon, Chipman, and Rinfret. 

{B)-Assign to him the lectures of Messrs Johnson 

and Chipman, also Judge 5urveyer's lectures on Persons 

and Profm Macdougall's biennial lectures on Private 

International Law. 

{C}-Assign to him Mr Johnson's lectures, perhaps 

increasing the number. Also transfer to him Judge Mar-

tints courses on Corporations and Bankruptcy, in each 

case douhline the amount of instruction given in these 

important subjects, and Judge Howard' s first year course 

on Obligations. Prof. Macdougall·s course might with 

advantage be added. The principle of this scheme is the 

assignment of the whole field of commercial law to one 

teacher. 

In eaC:1 case I think he III might take the biennial 

short course on Criminal Procedure at present taken pro-

vislonally by Mr Rose. Schemes A and B would give. him 

about six* lectures per week and C about eight. 

~'1' }(j~."r>.. 11 et.: "e.., IIJ is' ~ f(J·t) . .. ~t~~ '(e~ 

J?r 
. 

Ck. \1~~/(~ ~" " " .. 
1\~ . ~~~~l? ~ 

~. el.~ 75"0 ~ 741 

7 A "l 
l{v.v,,-( ( '1. t""'C 

.. L\.. AI"-- t-~' '" k-v 

~~~ &-v-o .. -0 k:, f (((~t-., "'" 7e.v.~ 

~ 

~~ r~t A· 1132S #fS?S- ~ 
" .... 0-'1 

. ~.~ ye~ 23 $"-0 1 c. ... 

v 13. '7 ~r crt :. 7 tn:J , ~ r Cl) 

C· 'J. '7f ~ 
.. .J9-/~ ... 

~a~&-~ 
~ 



EUGENE LAFLEUR,K .C . 

GORDON W . MACDOUGALL . K .C . 

LAWRENCE MACFARLANE. K.C . 

GREGOR BARCLAY 

W . B . SCOTT 
HON AORIAN Io<- HUGESSEN 

'~r/g;:;~~~&n/ 

~~~e~l8th October , 1923 . 

Sir Arthur Currie, G. C. M. G., K. C. B •• 
Principal, McGill University . 

Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

On my return from Ottawa I find your letter 

of the 16th instant enclosing co~~unication forwarded by 

Professor !ackay. I also received a lett er from 1~ . Smith 

enclosing some notes which he has made for the use of the 

committee . 

I will communicate with ·Tessrs . Wainwright 

and Montgomery and endeavour to fix an early date for a 

meeting of the committee . 

Yours very truly . 

EL- LGR -



Eugene Lafleur, Esq., 
107 St. Jaoes Street, 
ontreal. 

Dear Mr. Lafleur:-

I am sending you herewith a 
syllabuB tor a municipal department which was 
submitted to the University 

The question haB been considered 
by the Extens10n Department and it has been decided 
that such a course in Government is not suItable 
tor extension activities. Some ot the SUbjects 
oovered seem as if they might be oonsidered in con
neotlon w1th the reports regarding the Law Paoult~ 
work whioh have already been sent you; although, ot 
course, municipal government would only oover a small 
part 0: any oourse in Gover~ent whioh we might give~ . 

I would be much oblieed it you would 
return this file atter your Committee has made suoh 

. use ot it as seems desirable. 

Yours faithfully. 

Wl1frld Bovey. 
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.Ading <!rqipf lhtstirt's (fiqumbtfS 

Octob~r 3rd, 1923. 

SIR AI: THUR W. CUR lE , 
P.tU C IPAL .n.ND VICE-eRA lC LLOR . 

~.1c GILL UN EI SIn. 
C I Y. 

My dear Sir Arthur Currie,-

I am in receipt of your letter of the 2nd inst. 
Mr. Brown evidently misunderstood me when I spoke to 
him over the telephone about our LL.B . course . 

]~. Justice Surveyer and I were discussing the 
matter in m.v Chambers and it occurred to me that I had 
never seen any acknowledgement from the Governors of 
the resolution the Law Faculty adopted concerning this 
course, pointing out that the expenditure far exoeeded 
the revenue , and 1~. Brawn stated to me that he had no 
recollection of that resolution ever having come before 
the Governor s • 

I had not written you concerning this matter 
and I did not state to ltr. Brown that I had done so, 
and could hardly expect to receive from you any acknow
ledgement of a letter that was never sent . 

lY only purpose in moving the resolution which 
was to be sent to the Governors, was to put them au courant 
with the financial situation of this LL .B. course and in 
order that the Governors could not complain later on that 
they had not been advised of the true situation. 

I regret that I wss unable to attend the Faculty 



Acting (!l~irf ]u!itirr~!i (!1~u1ltbrr!i 
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meeting on Thursday last. I was absent from the city, 
but I understo.od that a strong Committee was named to 
deal with this matter, and I am sure we will all be 
pleased to receive and consider the Committee's report 
and decide what is best in the interests of the Faculty. 

Believe me, my dear Sir Arthur, 

Yours faithfully, 

A.O .J .S.O • 



G. U. Yon t gome ry , sq. ,A. C. t 

Dominion ~xpress BuIlding, 
Jontreal. 

Dear Yr.' ~ontgomery:-

. October 9th, 1923. 

I am glad to learn from your 
letter of the 5th of ctober that you are willing 
to serve on the Committee appoInted to enquire into 
various questions affecting the policy and work of 
the KcG11l Law School. 

The other members of the Committee 
are Mr. Eugene Lafleur, nr. Arnold WaInwright, 
Professor H. A. Smith and Professor Ira A. Uaeka7_ 
I have asked llr. Lafle'ur to act as oonvener of the 
oommlttee and to eal1 it together when suItable to 
himselt. 

. Again th~nkIng you for undertakIng 
thIs work, I am, 

. 
Yours faithfully, 

• 



.!i1't7/t/J~. Ihjclll(}jy ~ lie I6h~/ 
Y#'f'lra/e./.;:8rwn;;f;;df:-: 

tJ:,/t:st/dJWd ~A~47 # 

(/ .. (~..t .:7fl ./ /. 
.;::./ ~#lOt~f7H u.'l'lI'rdJ,';7.)~~dd07 

ALIBII!:RT"; SROWN.K.C 

ROBI!RT C,M~MICHAEL,K.C. 

WAL TER R .L .S HANKS, KC. 

ORVILLt!: S TYNOALI!: 

GEOROE H,MONTGCMER'I",K.C 

WARWICK F.CHIPMAN,KC. 

rRANK e COMMON 

LINTON H I!AL.LANTYNE 

"',CURZON OOBELL 

~/~~U~ 5th October, 1923. 
ELORIOCJE CAT!: 

C. RUSSELL M-KENZIE 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.e.M.C., K.C.M.G., 

McGill University, 

l'ilontreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I am very sorry indeed not to have seen you ,lhen 

you called, and regret that I was not informed that you were 

here. 

While I feel that I have no special qualifications 

for the task which you ask me to undertake, I am, of course, 

deeply interested in the success of the law faculty, and if 

no more suitable name suggests itself to you, I will be 

pleased to serve as a member of the committee. 

I assume that I will hear from Mr Lafleur as to 

when he wishes to take the matter up. 

Yours truly 



Eugena Lafleur. Esq., X.C., 
107 St. James Street, 
~ontreal. 

. 

D~ar Mr. L~tleur:-

Ootober 9th. 1923. 

I enolose you herewith formal 
notioe regarding the speoial committee on legal 
eduoation, ot which you kindly agreed to aot ae 
oonvener. 

Yours faIthfully. 



FACULTY. OF LAW 
OFFICE OY THE DEAN 

The Pr.i Ilcipal, 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

MeGill Lniversiti, 
&:ontrea:!.. 

Dear Principal, 

12th 0ctob~r, 1923. 

Would you mirld reading over the a.nnexed 

llien,orJ.ll( urn to see .if it. contains your idea of the objects 

for which this important cClillIlittee was created~ If' it does, 

perhaps we might p~ss it on to Dr. Lafleur, tte convenor of 

the committee, as a general indi('."l.tion to him of wha.t t:""e 

commit 'Lee is to undertake. I thou3ht possi b1j we u,i...:;ht 

&uggt': st to the other members of tte CODIL i ttee th'?t t~ey also 

put down some of their ideasin writing in order th t the com-

mi t t.ee, ~vhen it meets, may have somethinw defini I.e upon ';Ilhieh 

to proceod in an orderli ;ay. I feel ./;)ersona:ly that this 

cOlllmi ~ tee will have to decide on some matters of very funda-

mental interest 10r the future of' ~'lcGil1, and that is the reason 

why I have put my ideas in the form in which I bstve n n t, f i t 

,uL 
~ll bHcause I wish the commitJee to ~cce t my sU~L~ ~ ~port 

as in a.ny sense final. 

Very truly fOUL'L, 

l~~ 



October 16th, 1923. 

Eugene Lafleur, Esq., K.C. v 
107 st. James Street, 
"ontreal .. 

Dear r. Lafleur:-

I am sending you h rewlth a 
communication which ha been :r·or arded to me 
by Professor Ira A. ~okay, bearing on th ork 
of the committee appol~ted to conslde th 
courses in the acuIty of La • 

In ending this, of course, I 
do ·not express any opinion regarding its contents, 
and wish yo to feel entirely fr to indicate 
the line to be t ken by the Committee. 

Yours faithfully, 

Prlnaipal. 

• 

I 
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Hon. Philipp Ray. 
High Commission r for Canada. 
1719 Boul srd d s capucines, 

ar1s,Franc • 

'Y d r 1'!.r. Roy. 

F rua~ 21st 1924. 

In your co rte 18 r pl~ to my letter 
of D camber 7th. r ~a in the ~t ndi~ O~ degree" of 
B ch lor of Civil L ,you ndviEled me that tl.e ,::.ttar 
had be 1 referrod to 'the Conit~ de ~quivalences and 
that ~ou expec ed an earl c.nd favourable reply. 

r..hile I .do not lil:e to ooth r you 
about thin 9 1 t affects t..e futllre of on'] of t 0 of our 
stuien~s who are at th pre ant moment ooncerned, and 
I should be very much ob11geu it you could ascertain 
ho. the proposal no ~t 4s. 

71th indest regc.Tt'dS to ~re.Roy v.nd 
to yo ura el.f. 

• Bel ave mo, 

Yours sincerely, 

Principal. 



Hon. hill·ppo Roy, 
High Oommissioner for Oanada. 
1719 Boulevard d 8 -Capucines, 
Paris, France. , 

Sir:-

Dece ber 7th, 1923. 

• 

It ha boon brought to my notice 
that students holding the dogree ot Bachelor ot 
Civil Law ith honours in thi University are 
not considered to be eligible for admission to 
study as candidates for the degree of »docteur 
en droit" ~n the French univor Ities. 

The matter is of some importance 
to us, since a graduate of our Law Faculty Is 
annually sent to France to study law in the Uni
versity of Dijon under the terms of the Yacdonald 
bene-faotlon, and other students sometimes go to 
study law in France as holders ot Provincial 
Government scholarships. 

I am informed that by a deoree ot 
the 7th February, 1923, the Minister of Publio 
Instruction ordered that candidates should be 
admitted to study for the dootorate who held the 
-degrees ot:- "Lioenoe en droit de l'Universite de 
Montreal", "Licence en droit de l'Universite Laval", 

. "Licence es lois de l'Unlversite YcGill". 

There Is no degree given in this 
University bearing the-title ot "Licence es 101s". 
There are two undergraduate oourses in law leading 
respeotively to the degrees ot Bachelor of Civil 
Law lB.C.L.) and Bachelor ot Law8 (LL.B.) Eaoh 



Hon. PhI1Ippe Roy - 2 -

oourse oonsists ot three years legal study, and 
no student is admitted to study for either degree 
unless he has suocessfully oompleted one year in 
the Faculty ot Arts or obtained an equivalent 
standard elsewhere. In 1925 this entranoe re
qu1remont will be raised to two years 1n the Faoulty 
of Arts, or its equivalent. 

The majori ty ot studen.ts enter1ng 
the Faoulty ot Law have previ~sly taken tour 
years in the Faoulty of Arts and obtained a degree 
thereIn. 

~hose students who sucoeed in 
qualifying tor the degrees ot B.C.L. and LL.B. are 
graded in three olasses, ot whioh the two hIgher 
are deSignated as first and seoond class honours, 
respeotlvely. These olasses correspond to the 
"lioence G·n dro 1 t" of the .Frenoh- speaking uni ver
sltIes, and the students who graduate wIthout 
obta1ning honours at KoGill are equivalent to the 
"baoheliers en drOit". 

• 
I have, therefore, the honour to 

reque8t that you will be good enough to lay before 
His Exoellenoy, ~the Minister ot Public Instruction, 
the faots to whioh I have venturod to draw your 
attention. Our desire is that those students who 
obtain first or second olass honours in the tlnal 
examination for the degrees of B.e.L. and LL.B. 
should be regarded aa haTing obtained the "lioenoe 
en 10i8" within the meaning ot the deoree ot the 
7th February, 1923. The praotloal result of this 
interpretation w111 be to plaoe these students 
upon the same footIng as those Who follow the 
oorreepondlng ooursee in Laval UnIversity and the 

• 



Hon. Phll1pp. Boy - 3 -

Unlyeralt. de ~ontreal. 

With thl. l~tt.r I am enclo.lnB a 
OOP7 of the Annual Announoement o~ the Pao.1t7 o~ 
Law, whioh will enable Hia Exoell.DC7 to appreoiat. 
more In 4etal1 the.nature ot the oo.r ••• o~ 
ln8truotlonp"yid.4. 11 ahall be hapP7 to furniah 
Hla Excellenoy w1th &D7 turther information whloh 
may aaalet hla in arriving at a deol8ioa. 

With a88uranoe8 ot ~ highe.t •• t ••••. 
Ihaye the honour to r.main, -7 dear Hl8b Oo.a1881oa.r. 

Prlnolpal , Vloe-ChaAoel10r. 



LV 

ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE 

" STADACONA - PARIS " 

TEL' CENTRAL 18 -03 

r \ 
V J 

Sir, 

17 19 
BOULEVARD DES CAPUCINES 

PA R IS 

3rd January 1924. 

I have the honour to acknowledge 

receipt of your letter of the 7th of December 

last, the contents of which have been commu

nicated to ~. Lean Berard, the French Minister 

of Publio Instruotion. 

The question will be presently raised 

before the "Commis sion d6S .c.q u1 valances" on the 

occasion of the next meeting and I have already 

the assurance that a favourable decision will be 

the out come. 

I shall not fail to let you know the 

reply as soon as in my possession. 

I have the honour to remain, 

Yours very truly, 

JON"":,JISSION.clR GENERAL FOR CANADA I 

8ir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

McGill University, 
kONTREAL. 



ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE 

" STADACONA - PARIS " 

TEL ' CENTRAL 18 -03 

17 19 

BOULEVARD DES CAPUCINES 

PA R I S 

LV 11 th iI,arch 1924. 

De~ J. Currie, 

I beg to acknowledge receipt 

of your letter of the 21st of February 

ana I have not lost sight of the matter, 

but up to the time of writing I have 

received no confirmation from the ~nistere 

de l'Instruction PUblique. 
~ 

I was informed that the question 

had not been examined yet by the Comrrittee 

of .ti:gl ivalences, owing to more important 

matters having been put on the table, but I 

have the assurance fr om the Llinister himself 

that any bachelor of civil law coming from Lc 

Gill University will be entitled to the equi

valence in order to prepare the doctorat en 

droit. There is no aoubt that before long 

the official confirmation of that right will 

be published and forwarded to you irr~ediately. 

x Any matters pertaining to administra

tive decision always reqaire some time before 

Sir Arthur V. Currie, G.C.~.G., K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Jhancellor, 

McGill UniverSity, 
MONTIlliAL. 
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al'l'iviIle; to a final conclusion, but from this 

moment I may assure you that there is no Qoubt 

about a successful issue. 

Believe me, 

Yours faithfully, 

07n~ 
Commissioner General for Canada i 



FACULTY OF LAW 
O'FICE OF THE DEAN 

The Principal, 
~icGilJ Dni versi ty, 

Montreal. 

My dear Principal, 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

G7th <.July, 1923. 

I am enclosin~ you an imaginary draft. of Borne 

C0urses of study hicb I think suit.able for a Dep'irtment of GOl/ernment 

in McGill. All these courses are fundrunental, and more special courses 

given if' tt,e form 0 .... semint:!.rs 1:md tutorials >\'ould naturally ero~v out 

of them to meet the needs of advanced student.s as they appeared. 

If these courses \\ere added to our present curriculum 

in HiE.tor,-, Economics and Pelitical SCience, this sectlon of work at 

McGill would, to my mind, be easily superior to tt'it offe ed in any other 

Can~di3.n university, and would enable us to c&rri students SOIDe consider-

able distance, if nLt indeed in some cases tbe whole distance, towards 

their Ph.D. degree. As a course or study in Arts suitable fer students 

intend.ing to study and practice law, it v,ould, I thipk, be quite the best 

offerEd in any university. 

I 8lIl puttine; the case strongly , not because j, wish 

to urge my o'.'m ideas, least of all from any selfish motive , but 80lely 

bec1iuse I believe t1e ide'::LS are worth wl..ile in themselves.and 01' very 

crucial significance to the future of the university . 

I am sendine: you tt.is ima~inary draft in order 

solely tl,at you Dla.y be able to understrnd BOlie of the details of one or 

twu conversations '#lhich we have had recently. The only compulsorj courses 

are Part Ir. of Course I. and Part 1. of Course lII . '1nd thesE' are COffi-



The Prj ncipal ----2. 

pulsor)- for law students only. All the others &re purely voluntary courses 

open to all q,uali fying students in the lJni ver si ty especi ally in Arts, or 

even outsiders, should they wish to att.end them on terms. 

It seems to me, therefore, that there cannot be any valid 

objection to the proposal, except of course on admirjstrative grounds, 

whicll lie, wholly withir your own jurisdiction and upon which I have no 

knowledge of my o\\-n. 

Yours veri truly, 

1~ 



FACULTY OF LAW 
O FFI C E OF THE DEAN 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MON T REAL 

DEPARTMEF.T P.LY-QYJ:Jj. ME L 

July 27th, 1923. 

1. Brit.i 8h and Ame.rJ£Ml--9~~Jl.t: A comparative study of c( nstitutional 
form::: of governme:nt in Great Britain and the Uni t.ed States. The Govern
men!,. pUj1sland by President Lo~ ell of Harvard, The. Nn.eric.§..D Co.!nrn;p;,~aH.hJ. 
by Lord oryce, 'fhebaw a.niLQ.u§.t.O!ll-2.LJpe Con§t i t.y.ti.QlL.by Professor Li cey . 
2 houn: per \"eek throughout the year. 

2. Th_e_Gp.Y~:rnrnent p.L'pan~.da:. Bd t.l 5h and Amerj can sources. Part l. External 
relations: The Cre 1I1, the Governer General, the JUdicial Committee of 
the Privy Cound 1, ~o ers of the lmperi e.l Par li 3lIlent overseas, Canadi an 
insti t.utions of Bri tieh origin, t1e groi.tb of overseas aatonomy. 
2 hours per week in the first term. 

Part lI. Internal relations: A careful study of the B. ,... Act, American 
origins, federalism, the Domirion cmd the provinces, GOIstitutional ..... aw. 
2 hours per v.eek in the second term. 

~o.J1L 
This/Js the present course in Consti t.ut~onal Law and is compUlsory for 
all ~tudents of La.w. (See DulJetin of the Law School). 

5. International E~l§.!-Jons: Part l. The elements of International '-'aw 
affecting private interests, ci~enship by birth and by statute, naturaliz
ation, immigration, international boundaries, rivers, canals, tbe St. 
Lawrence WatenlaYs System, Marginal Seas, Territorial Vaters, Vesse s on 
the hj~h seas and in foreign ports, ambassadors, consuls, etc. 
2 hours per week during the first term. 

This half yea.r is the present. course in International Law and is compUlsory 
for all students of Law. (See bulJetln of t.he Law School.) 

Part II. Mo.9~rn Inte.r..!lutj.onf.J La.!t...§.Ild R~]..aUp.!l.~'; History, a carei'ul study 
of t.l·e texts among others of t.he follon~ treaties and conventions: The 
Treaty of Paris 1856, the Geneva Conventions, the Hague Conventions, Post 
war treaties, the League 01' Kations and after, Courts of J.nternational Law, 
Pe:;.ce and l'I1ar. 
2 hours per week during the second half-year. 

4. Jurispruden.9~: The adminl etrution of justice as a function of government, 
its relation to the legislature, the constitution of courts, functions of 
judge, jury, counsel and other court officers , the rights of the public, 
the aims of court procedure, arbit rc..ti on, investigation, the fundament'll~ 
of law, crime and civil rights, property, pos ession, contracts, comm-rce, 
corpor~tions, banks, money, the rights of employer c:;,nd employee , forms of 
la~, a comparaLive study 01 the Roman-French and English systems, codes 
and cases. 
2 hours per ~eek during the year. 

5. Roman Law: A careful, scholarly study of Roman forms of government nd law 
uncI their influence upon Dlodern systems. 
3 hours fer veek durin6 the year . 



Hon. Mr. Justice Martin, 
Judges'.Chambers, 
Jlontreal. 

01ly dear Chief' Jus tice lIar-tin:-

October 2nd, 1923. 

During a conver
sation I had with lIr. A. J. Brown last, Friday 
he told'me that you had outlined to him some 
views you held with re~erence to our LL.~. 
course. He also intimated that you had written 
to me along the same lines and that you were 
surprised at not having received any acknowledg
ment o~ your letter. 

I told Mr. Brown that I had not 
reoeIved your letter and I would like to give 
you the same assurance. We have searched our 
offioial reoOrds faithfully and there is no traoe 
Of suoh a letter from you. I would appreciate 
very much if you would acoept this exrlanatlon 
of oUr seemi~g indIfference and will you please 
be good enough to send me a copy of the letter. 

, 
You may have heard that at the 

meeting the Faoulty held last Thursday afternoon 
some steps were taken to consider the LL.B. 
COurse with a view to making it more effeotive 
and possibly giving it a new purpose. 

With all gOOd Wishes, I am. 

Yours faithtully. 

• 



AL8ERT.) BROWN,KC. 

ROeE~T C M"MICHAEL ~ .C. 

WALTCR R. L SHAN~S K.C. 

LINTON H 8ALLA,..TYNE. 

OEOR OE. H.MONTGOME;RY.K.C 

WARW'CK .... CHIPMAN .K.C 

FRANK e COMMON 

ELDRIOGE CA"TE 

~m//lr~/I Y9 ;;1/niJ . .J3!-rrU7 
~Ib~ff/ v tb. July, 192~ 

F" CU R20N D08ELL C RUSS!:LL M<"K'!:N21!: 

Sir Arthllr Currie, C.G.~.C. K.C.B. ILD. 
:cCiII TniversitYt 

!I !TTT""I~r J..,. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

re ", ''''bee Ra:- -r~ •• < .inations 

As yvu are doubtleos interested in the 

cutco .. E' 0:' the Bar Exar.'linations, .eId in uebec last 

leek, b '-' acv i. e you th3.t there we e in a 1 fifteen 

Uandidates holdine B.C . L. diplomas fron :.:cGill of whom 

s:/ 7e:-e this year's gradua es. Cut 0 f these six. five 

Vlere admitted, the one who failed to pass having cbtained 

a very low standard at ~eGill . 

'ri th re gard to the nine i'orr.'lcr gl'adua es, 

five got throuGh. On the whol e I co ns ide:::' this qui te 

sa:'i!1 actory. 

fours ye ry truly, 

/} .s . 
~. 



PIERRE LEPAULLE 
DOCTEUR EN" DROIT 

S . .J.D. HARVARD (ETATS-UNIS) 

AVOCAT A L.A COUR 

Mr C.J.MARTIN , 
Acting Principal, 

McGILL UNIVERSITY, 
McGILL . 

_ ...... --- .. --

lif.y dear Sir : 

2,RUE DE CLlCHY. PARIS (IX~) 

LOUVRE se-48 

Aug. 4, /25 • 

I thank you very much for your letter 
of July 16th. I cannot ~ay how deeply touched I have 
been when I learned from you what the profe~~or~ of 
the Law School were willing to do for me. But I must 
say that I cannot accept their very kind proposition, 
as I would not Wish to be a financial burden to my 
colleaglles of Montreal. I cannot express my feeling~ 
for their generous proposition, and I beg you to tell 
them that I will never forget the proposal they have 
made to me. 

However, I hope to be some time next 
fall at :Montreal, and I would be quite vdlling to 
deliver during my very short stay there two or three 
free lectures. 

Yours faithfully, 



(,tH'LB,N'T LO('.\TE 
COURT-IWO:\[; BAlL 

Al.LOWEI) TO foiT.\l-D 

* Loo Crestohl, 489 St_ Law- * 
ronee Boulevard, (,hargeti v.1th * 
a.'l.<;aul! on A. Tarte, who failed * 
to apPl'ar In COU1"t this morn- * 
IDg and whose hail Wllo.-' $100, * 
WD.!i D.nnounced confiscated ap- * 
penreti thl<; afternoon and * 
pleaded not guilty. * 

Crest(\hl explained to the .. 
judge that lJe ~ld not locat() * 
the court and rus explanation * 
was accePted. Ilnd the ball, * 
tllerefore, allowed to stand. * 

• • ........................... 



MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

FACULTY OF' LAW 
OrriCE or THE DEAN 

The Principal, 
McGill University, 

Montreal. 

Dear Vfr. Principal, 

FebrQary 21st, 1923. 

Re L.D. Crestohl. 

Referring to the enclosed clipping 

which you sent to me some days ago, I have interviewed l1r. 

Crestohl and find that the charge referred to arose out of 

the disorder which occurred in a polling booth in the St. 

Lawrence lard during the recent provincial elections . llr . 

Crestohl was one of the scrutineers of this booth, and the 

person who really the started the trouble pOinted him out 

subsequently to a policeman as one of those who had been 

concerned in the assault. According to Mr. Crestohl the 

charge was quite unfounded, and this is borne out by the 

fact that when the case came to trial the complainant with

drew the charge . 

Mr. Crestohl published an explanation 

of the whole matter in the l1 Jewish ChronicleT!, which he has 

shown me, but I think we may consider the question closed 

so far as the University is concerned. 

Yours faithfully, 



COUNCIL 

GEORGE E . ALTER 

HENRY M . BATES 

BENJAMIN N . CARDOZO 
JOHN W . DAVIS 

HERBERT S. HADLEY 

WILL lAM BROWNE HALE 
JAMES P. HALL 

LEARNED HAND 

ALEXANDER C . KING 
EDWARD J . MCCUTCHEN 

JOHN G . MILBURN 
AN DREW J . MONTAGUE 

VICTOR MORAWETZ 

THE AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE 

OFFICERS 

ELIHU ROOT. HONOR ARY PR ES IDENT 

GEORGE W . WICKERSHAM. PRESIDENT 

BEN J AMIN N. CAROOZO. VICE.PRI:SIDENT 

GEOROE WELWOOD MURRAY. TftEASURER 

WM . DRAPER LEWIS. SECRETA RY 

3400 CHESTNUT STR EET 

PHILADELPHIA. PA. 

GEORGE WELWOOD MURRAY 
EMMETT N . PARKER January 12, 1924. 
ELIHU ROOT 
ARTHUR P . RUGG 

CORDENIO A . SEVERANCE 
HARLAN F. STONE 

GEORGE W . WICKERSHAM 
SAMUEL WILLlSTON 

Sir Arthur William Currie, Dean, 
McGill University Faculty of Law, 
Montreal, Canada. 

My dear Sir: 

The by-laws of the American Law Institute provide 
that during the continu~ce of office the Dean of McGill 
University Faculty of Law shall be an ex-officio member of 
the Institute, and we understand that you are the Dean. 

In order to insure the accuracy of our list of 
ex-officio memb ers, we shall appreciate it if you will indicate 
on the encl06ed post c c~rd whether you still hold the office 
of Dean of McGUl Un! verai ty Faculty of Law. 

The Annual Meeting of the Institute will be held 
in Washington, D. C., on Saturday, February 23. Full int'ormation 
in regard to the Meeting will be sent to you later in the month. 

Yours very truly, 

• T :G 
Miss Anna M. Judge, 

Executive Secretary to the Director • 



• 

~'(lII'l~. 1/7~"II"JI ~'lIr I?fi;t>I) 
~/(7({/kj. -j'j,tJ'FiJ#i:JP,: 

AL8E.RT., BROWN,KC. 

ROBERT C M·MICHAEL,K.C. 

WALTl!:R R L SHANKS, K C 

ORVILLE S TYNOALE 

ELDRrOOE CATE 

QEOROE. H MONTGOMERY,K,C 

WARWICK F", CHIPMAN.K C 

F'RANK e COMMON 

LINTON tt BALLANTYNE 

F' CURZON OOe~LL 

11 th January, 1924 

Sir Arthur Gurrie, G.G.M.G. K.G.E. U~.~. 
Principal of McGill University, 

MONTREAL. 

Dcar Sir Arthur,-

Knowing the interest you take in the Bar 

Examinations I a.r.l. enclosing you herewith copy of an official 

letter whi~h I have addressed to the Dean 0 f the Law }t'acul ty. 

Yours faithfully. 

1 enc. 



o. S. Tyndale, Eso., 
Dominion Express Buildine, 
ohtr al. 

My dear Tyndale:-

July 13th, 1923. 

.Thnnk you very much for the 
interestIng information re the ~ueb c Bar 
examination. 

I th ink t e re sul ts were highly 
sa.tistac tory and you 1111 pc'rmi t mc to say that 
your work was not the least oontributing factor. 

it. all 800d ls oa t I am, 

Yours fa1thfully. 

\ 



CABLES SREEP 

DAVIDSON, WAINWRIGHT, ELDER & HACKETT 

ADVOCATES, BARRISTERS &C . 
TRANSPORTATION BUILDING 

ST.JAM ES STREET 

P . O . BOX 57B 

ARNOLD WAINWRIGHT, K .C . 
AUBREY H. ELDER 
F. WINFIELD HACKETT MONTREAL December 5. 1921 
W . H . BIGGAR 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.H.G. 

Principal and Vice-Chancellor, McGill University. 

Montreal. 

Dear Mr. Principal:-

I have your letter of the 28th ulto., 

and as a member of the Faculty of Law appreciate the state

ment of your attitude therein contained. 

I quite agree with the views expressed 

by you relative to the Deanship of the Faculty. 

Yours faithfully 

Y!H 



• 

• 

PIerre LePaulle, Esq •• 
2 rOue de Cllchy t 
Parie (ge). France • 

• 

Dear dr. L.Paull~:-

• 

Septe ber 3rd.192'. 

Thank you Tery mach for your 
letter ot August 7

0

th regardIng Professor 50111 •• 

I am referrIng the question 
to tho Facu1 ty of Law ~nd ·111 adv 1a6 10 .further. 

Yours faIthfully. 

?rlnclpal • 

.. 



Hon. Yr. Just1ce Greenshields, 
Judges' Chambers. 
Court nouse, 
lIon treal. 

Dear Judge Greenshields:-

September 3rd,1924. 

The Pr1ncipal would like 
your opinion on the enclosed letter from P1erre 
Lepaulle. whom yott w1ll remember as having been 
here last year. 

Yours ~a1thfully, 

W11frid Bovey • 

• 



FACULTY OF 
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FACULTY OF LAW 

REPORT ON THE LAW FACULTY OF COLUMBIA 
UNIVERSITY 

By permission of the Principal and the Acting Dean I spent 
five days (lOth to 14th January) in investigating the organisation 
and methods of the Law Faculty at Columbia University. 
Dean Stone and his colleagues spared neither time nor trouble 
in their anxiety to place all information unreservedly at my 
disposal and to make my visit as profitable as possible. I have 
noted below the features which appear to me to be most im
portant, and I will conclude with certain suggestions as to the 
development of our own policy. In making these suggestions I am 
of course aware that our present poverty renders it impossible 
for us to attain immediately the standard of efficiency which 
has been achieved by the great American law schools, but at the 
same time I think it is wise to have a clear vision of our objective 
and to keep it constantly before our minds. . 

Buildings:- The Law School is housed in Kent Hall, a 
handsome four-storied building, with internal measurements 
on the ground floor of 200 feet by SO. The whole of the ground 
floor, with the exception of the entrance hall, is devoted to the 
reading room of the library. On the second and third floors are 
the lecture rooms, the professors' private rooms, and a room for 
moot courts. In the top floor are rooms belonging to the Faculty 
of Political Science and other departments whose work is more 
or less connected with that of the Law School. In the basement 
are the students' common room and other accommodation, 
the offices of the "Columbia Law Review," and four tiers of 
book stacks containing accommodation for over 100,000 volumes. 

Library: - The library contains about 80,000 effective 
volumes, which is approximately half the number contained in 
the Law Library of Harvard University. The amount annually 
spent upon the purchase and binding of books is about $12,000. 
The staff consists of a librarian and ten subordinates of various 
grades. In Kent Hall the ground floor is mainly occupied by 



the reading room, which contains about 20,000 volumes of those books which are in more or less daily request. The library is very extensively used by the students, and the number of volumes consulted during the session amounts to between 30,000 and 40,000 a month. This is largely due to the case method of teaching, which compels the students to do a large amount of library work. The development of the library is planned on very scientific principles, each department being added to in due proportion. The Librarian, Mr. Hicks, was good enough to spend a couple of hours in explaining everything to me, and I have noted several points for future use, though I cannot dwell upon them now. At present I will content myself with pointing out that the Columbia library is immeasurably superior to our own in every department, including those in which a Canadian University ought to be specially strong. Even in the field of purely Canadian law books their collection is very much better than ours, and in all other departments there is simply no comparison between the t\VO libraries. It seems to me to be a matter for very real reproach that a student who wishes to pursue advanced research in the study of Canadian or British institutions should be driven to seek his material in an American rather than in a Canadian library. A very large development of our library is necessary if we are to attain even an average standard of efficiency. Furthermore our library needs to be thoroughly reorganised, properly catalogued, and placed under the control of the Faculty. 

Staff: The teaching staff consists of nineteen members, fourteen of whom give the bulk of their time to the work of the Faculty. This does not debar them from consulting work nor from an occasional appearance in court in cases involving special knowledge, but they are established in the University and do not attend law offices. The professors all have private rooms in Kent Hall, where they are continually avaiable for consultation both by their colleagues and by their pupils. A great deal of valuable literary and research work is produced by the teaching staff, both at Columbia and at other leading American law 
schools. 

The standard salary for a full professor at Columbia is $10,000, but I understand that one or two individuals receive more. The full salary is not usually paid upon first appointment, the amount varying in each case according to the arrangement made with the individual. Appointments are made for three years in the first instance, and are then made permanent, subject to good behaviour and continued efficiency. 

4 



Students : - The total number of students at Columbia 
last session was 543. The majority of these come from New 
York, but a large number come from all over the Union, and a 
few from every part of the world, including Canada. Women 
students are not at present admitted, but this appears to be a 
subject of continual controversy. 

Curriculum and Methods of Teaching: No student is 
admitted unless he is either a graduate or has done at least 
three years college work. The regular course for the degree of 
LL.B. covers three years. The work of the first year is pre
scribed for all students. but in the senior years the students are 
allowed a large liberty of choice among different subjects. This 
seems to me to be a very sound arrangement, for it stimulates 
individuality and encourages men to develop their own special 
interests. Special courses are provided for senior students in 
such subjects as Roman Law, Modern Civil Law, Admiralty, 
etc. The total number of courses offered to students in the three 
years is 44. 

The teaching is conducted on what is known as the case 
method, as introduced by Langdell at Harvard in 1870, and 
this is applied whether the law under discussion is codified or 
uncodified. New York has now a civil code of her own, and so 
have some other States, while certain parts of the law, such as 
sales and negotiable instruments, are codified in uniform statutes 
throughout nearly the whole of the Union. The case method 
means that the student is compelled to acquire his mastery of 
legal principles through studying the application of those princi
ples in particular cases. There is no formal lecturing of the kind 
in which the professor dictates from a manuscript and the students 
copy down his notes verbatim. Before each lecture the men are 
given a group of cases to study. The lecture begins by the 
professor calling upon some student for his report upon a parti
cular case. The student then summarises the facts, states the 
decision, explains the reasons for the decision, and adds any 
criticism that he may feel disposed to offer. Other students are 
then called upon for their opinions, and the professor controls 
the whole discussion, which he winds up by giving an analysis 
of the legal principle involved in the judgment. An hour of 
class work usually covers the discussion of three or four cases in 
this manner. 

It is impossible in these notes to give a full description and 
criticism of the case method of instruction. The best analysis 
of the system is contained in the report made in 1914 by Pro
fessor Redlich of the University of Vienna, and published by the 
Carnegie Trustees. I would venture to suggest that all the 

;) 



members of this Faculty should make a careful study of Dr. 
Redlich's report and consider the applicability of the American 
method to our own teaching. * It is sufficient for me to say here 
that I agree with the conclusions at which he has arrived, and I 
think that the system, subject to the reservations which he 
mentions, should be adopted in our own school, each teacher, 
of course, being left a wide discretion as to the method of handling 
his particular subject. 

I must say that I was extremely impressed with the en
thusiasm of the students. the quality of their work, and the high 
standard set by the examinations. There is no roll call taken 
at the lectures, so that attendance is entirely voluntary. Never
theless there is hardly any evasion of lectures, for the simple 
reason that the student who cuts lectures cannot possibly keep 
abreast of the work. Under the system of dictated lectures he 
can borrow the notes of a fellow student, and we all know that 
among our own men fypewritten copies of the notes are cir
culated from hand to hand. Under the case method of teaching 
this kind of slovenliness is impossible. Nor did I notice among 
the Columbia students any of the newspaper reading and other 
forms of inattention with which we are familiar. At Columbia 
the student who is not sufficiently interested to give his mind 
to the lecture is quite at liberty to stay away. 

The examinations are conducted upon the same principle. 
Nearly all the questions consist of practical problems, which the 
student is required to solve, giving at the same time full reasons 
for the decision at which he arrives. Obviously this system 
leaves no room for the type of student who gets through an 
examination by the parrot-like reproduction of lecture notes 
committed to memory at the last moment. The only student 
who can pass the examinations is the man who both knows his 
law and is able to apply it in particular instances. 

Relations to the Bar:-In the State of New York the Bar 
holds its own examinations and gives no credit for the possession 
of any University degree. The only concession is that which 
permits attendance at a law school (whether in a University 
or elsewhere) to be reckoned as equivalent to a period of ap
prenticeship in an office. The same holds true of most other 
States, and in general it may be said that admission to the Bar 
can be obtained on fairly easy terms. In one State - Indiana-

*Upon this subject reference may also be made to Lord Bryce's American 
Commonwealth (1910 edition), vol, ii, pp. 670-671, and to two articles by 
Dr. Hazeltine in the Law Quarterly Review for October, 1917, and January, 
1918. 

(j 
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the constitution even forbids the Bar to exact any other quali
fication than the possession of a good moral character. From 
this it follows that the American law schools must stand or fall 
by their own merits, since they have no privileged position and 
derive no support from any special relation to the Bar. ~Ien 
come to Columbia, not because it helps them to pass their 
Bar examinations, but because it makes them efficient lawyers. 
This is fully recognised in the profession. Dean Stone shewed 
me a large file of letters, from which I learned that all the best 
law firms in the country, as well as the Federal and State govern
ments, are continually asking for men who are recommended by 
the Law Faculty of Columbia. To that we can offer no parallel. 
Such inquiries are very nearly unknown at McGill. The average 
practitioner in Montreal appears to attach no importance to the 
work which a man does at McGill or to the opinion of the Faculty 
upon his abilities. 

Other Activities of the Faculty: Students have many 
facilities for availirlg themselves of the advantages offered by 
other departments of the University and in particular by the 
Faculty of Political Science, which is one of the strongest de
partments of Columbia. In this Faculty the study of law is 
combined with that of history, economics, and other forms of 
political and social science, the general purpose being to train 
students for journalism, teaching, and the various branches of the 
public service. 

A fund, known as the" Legislative Drafting Research Fund," 
has been donated to the University for the promotion of the 
scientific study of legislative drafting and for the collection of 
materials relating thereto. Under the unavoidable complexity 
of a federal system such an office can perform an important public 
service, and its guidance is being continually sought by the 
numerous legislatures of the country. The fund also offers 
special opportunities to advanced students who wish to study 
legislative methods or to carry on research work in connection 
therewith. 

The Faculty does all in its power to encourage intercourse 
with other Universities, both in the States and elsewhere, and 
its members take a prominent part in the general intellectual 
life of the nation. The free circulation of men and ideas is 
evidently much more highly developed in the States than it is in 
Canada. The Association of American Law Schools provides a 
means by which the members of the principal law faculties in the 
country can meet once a year for the discussion of problems of 
common interest. The summer sessions of the Universities 
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offer further opportunities for teachers and students to move 
about among the various schools and gain a wider outlook than 
can be obtained in anyone place. Lastly the Institute of Inter
national Education, which is a Federal body created during the 
war, furnishes machinery for the interchange of teachers and 
students between the United States and foreign countries. There 
were no Canadian names on the lists kept by this body, so I ven
tured to give my own, at the same time expressing my belief that 
McGill would be willing to co-operate in any such work. 

The "Columbia Law Review" is one of several excellent 
legal periodicals well known in the States and elsewhere. It is 
managed entirely by the students, but obtains frequent contribu
tions from the leading jurists of Europe and America. One of its 
chief features is the scientific discussion and criticism of recent 
cases, and its opinions are frequently citea in the courts. Similar 
reviews are maintained by the other leading law schools of the 
country. In Canada I am sorry to say that we have not a single 
legal periodical of anything like the same standard. 

Conclusions: I will conclude these observations by 
indicating briefly the policy which I think we should ourselves 
pursue if we really wish to raise our Faculty to a position of 
equality with the great law schools of the United States. In 
making these suggestions I do not forget that in some respects 
the pursuit of our ideals must for the present be greatly ham
pered by lack of funds. 

(1) We should endeavour to have a much larger staff of 
professors who give their main time and attention to the work of 
teaching. In saying this I do not mean to cast any reflection 
upon those of our colleagues whose time is mainly occupied with 
other activities. On the contrary the University owes them a 
very rea! debt of gratitude for the amount of time and trouble 
which they bestow upon the work of this Faculty. What I do 
mean is that the work of a professor, properly considered, is of a 
kind which demands the full attention of any man, ho matter how 
able or distinguished he may be. Professorial teaching involves 
much more than the delivery of formal lectures. In the first 
place it requires continual study, and this study should range 
over a wide field. Secondly, the professor should be in daily 
touch with his colleagues, and should also be readily accessible 
to his students. Thirdly, it is essential, if a law school is to 
maintain its reputation in the profession and in the world of 
learning, that the teaching staff should be able to make some 
contributions of value to legal literature. Fourthly, he should 
be able to interest himself in the general policy of the University 

8 



and to take his part in all matters of common University concern. 
From what I have said it fo11m\7s that the salaries, although they 
cannot of course compete with the large incomes earned by busy 
practitioners, should be sufficient to attract men of good st<:i.nding 
and prove ' practical ability. In appointing full time professors 
it is necessary to be on our guard against men of a purely aca
demic and theoretical type of mind who will not command the 
confidence of the profession in general. 

(2) It is necessary to reconsider our methods of teaching 
and examination. I do not wish to force my own opinions upon 
the Faculty, and I would therefore suggest that other members 
of our staff should endeavour to visit the chief American law 
schools and make a careful study of the methods which are there 
employed. So far as the case system is concerned, I would point 
out that it has made its way in the States entirely by virtue of its 
own intrinsic merits. It has met with much prejudice and 
opposition, but in the course of fifty years it has now won its 
way to almost universal acceptance. Of course it is not a cast 
iron system, and individual teachers can handle it in different 
ways according to their own judgment. The essential principle 
of it is that men should be compelled to use their own brains 
instead of being merely spoon fed by the lecturer. At any rate 
I would suggest that we should entirely discard the old-fashioned 
method of dictating lectures, and adopt the principle that nothing 
should be taught by lecture which can ce equally well given in 
print. Students should be encouraged to take an active part in 
the work of the class-room, instead of merely copying down the 
professor's notes. Similarly our examinations should be set so 
as to test the student's grasp of legal. principles instead of merely 
finding out how far he has succeeded in memorising his lecture 
notes. From what I have said it follows that we should raise our 
standard of admission so as to exclude those students who are 
intellectually unfitted or unprepared to profit by such a course of 
study. In all the principal American schools the students are 
now required to be of graduate standing. 

(3) We should endeavour to do everything in our power to 
promote both personal intercourse and the exchange of ideas 
between ourselves and the other Universities of Canada and the 
United States. I would recommend our joining the A sociation 
of American Law Schools, if they will accept us, and taking an 
active part in its annual meetings. We should try to arrange for 
the delivery of lectures here by distinguished teachers from 
elsewhere, and at the same time assist our own staff to visit 
other Universities. 



(4) Every effort should be made to obtain a permanent 
building suitable to our needs and in keeping with the dignity 
of the University. I do not think it is necessary to labour this 
point, but I will remark in passing that it is essential to have our 
library under our own roof. The library itself should be ex
panded to the utmost limit which our funds will allow and placed 
under the charge of our own librarian. 

(5) My next suggestion rather concerns the University. 
At present McGill provides comparatively little teaching in those 
subjects which are dealt with elsewhere by the Faculties of 
Political Science. I would suggest that the scope of this depart
ment should be greatly enlarged and that it should work in the 
closest possible co-operation with our Faculty, the students of 
each Faculty being encouraged to avail themselves of the teaching 
provided by the other. 

(6) In a memorandum submitted to the Principal last 
term I urged the establishment at McGill of a University Press 
on the lines of those which are successfully operated by the 
leading Universities of Europe and America. In the event of this 
proposal being carried into effect I think the Faculty should 
undertake to publish through the University Press a Law Review 
which shall give an opportunity for the expression of educated 
legal thought in Canada and thus assist in the development of a 
genuinely Canadian legal literature. 

These observations and suggestions are submitted with all 
respect for the consideration of the Governors and the Faculty of 
Law. 

HERBERT A. SMITH, 

Faculty of Law, McGill University, 
19th January, 1921. 

• 
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Of ficE OF THE PRIME MI NISTER 

PROVINCE or QUEBEC 

QUEFEC, December 9tl, 1920. 

General Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal of l~cGill -Upi versi ty, 

381, Sherbrooke Street West, 
Montreal. 

My dear general, 

I arr. 8ending you herewith the enc 0-

sure which should have accompanied my letter of the 6th of 

December. It is the textual translation 0 the letter I was 

re erring to. 

clay I repeat that I a~ not rea y to 

see in this any evidence of iscrimination at lcGill Univer~i-

ty between Anglo-Canadian and Frer.ch-Canadian students. But 

it may be a go od thing the t you shou11 be ke pt in~ ormed as 

to the present matter. 

Yours very sincerely, 

LAT/ JC 
~, ",nc . 



"uebec, 9 ecember, 1920. 

As it is important for 
tr e maintenance of good understanding betvleen- o~'" :"rench 
and English Universities in ontI'eal t:lat no one, in eithel'" 
of them, should be un0er any discrimination on aCCOtL~t of 
his nationality or creed, I feel t lat I must bring to yoUl'" 
at tontion an instance of 7hat a _pears to be a case of d:i s
crimination. 

One youn student by the 
name of Versailles, although holding the first l"'a!'lJc and 
deserving as such a sc~01ars1ip for Paris, has been refused 
that scholarship and given \500 .00 as a compensation. Cir
cumstances 70uld ~end to sho~ t~at Versailles ,as discrimi
nated acainst on account of his nationality and cl"eed. I 
"!as under t.he impression that -rench-Canadians stood on equal 
footing with Anglo -Canadians at :cGill Univel"'sity. 

It ';ould be most unfol"'tunate 
if t:~e facts I am alluding to were given publicity in OUl'" 
newspapers at t~e present ~ime, and I feel it is in the in
tel"'est of all those -concerned to have this specific case 
broue;ht immed'ately before General Currie l'lho, I am given to 
undel"'stand, is a fair-minded and s traigh'l;.for 'lard man. 
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OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER 

PROVINC[ OF ClUEBEC 

-uebec, 6 December, 1920. 

Genel~al Sir Arthtu' Currie, 
Principal, LcGill University, 

381, Sherbr'ooke St "eet ",Jest, 
Iiontreal o 

I:y dear General, 

lothing is mo:pe unpleasant 
to me t~an to have any questions brought up on account of nation
ali ty or cl'1eed. 

Iben I paid my tribute to '~cG"1.ll Uni ver'si ty for the br'oad-minclodness a:Jd t"e true Canadian 
spirit of its governors and professors, I TIas giving expression 
to a sincere cOllvi ction of mine. On t"le face of it, I r ould 
refuse to acknowledge as ,-;ell-founded any reproach to 'cGill of 
having discriminated between Anglo-Canadian and French-Canadian 
students. 

I feel bound, however, to 
bring to your notice a letter, translation of l'lhich I am en-
cloSing, which I have received from an old acquaintance of mine 
in ":ontreal. If you vlill alloTI me , I shall be only too pleased 
to set my friend right if you consider the case worthy of yoUl' 
attention. 

'y purpose in all this 
is simply to prevent any undue publicity that mi&1t be unfair 
to ':cGill and be tal.:en up during the coming session nhen our 
Legislature will be called upon to confirm our contribution 
to your Centenary Fund. 

Yours very sincerely, 
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OffiCE OF THE PRIME MINISTER 

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC 

~~bec, 15 ~ecehlber, 19 n O. 

General 8ir ~rthur Currie, 

Principal, -'cGill university, 

r'ontreal. 

~,:y dear General, 

I am ve1"Y much obliged 

to you for yours of the 13th instant. I nay say that your 

explanations al"e r':'" te satisfac tory and I till be nost happy 

to communicate "!:'~J.V'" to my corr(.spondent. 

l.ours sincerely, 
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MIN I STER' S OFTICE, 

DEPARTMEN T OF CO LON IZATION, MINES &. FISHERIES, 

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 

~UEB~C , February 21st 1922 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., 

?r;nclDal and Vice-Chancellor, 

McGill University, 

I.10: l'REAL. 

Sir, 
I beg to acknowled~e receipt of your 

letter of the 14th instant, the contents of which 

has been carefully noted. 

If you will kindly name a representative 

or representatives of your tniversity, I will ask the 

University of Montreal and the Laval University to do 

the same and I will then call a general meeting of 

the Council of the Bar, in the course of the month 

of April, at which the question referrei to in your 

l~tter can be considered. 

With best wishes, believe me, 

Yours 

Batonr.ier ~eneral. 
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_>_.. 3-. .7authier, 
~ector. ~~iver itr of ·o~treal, 

ontrenl. 

:.y lear ",octor:-

_ ebruary 
~ ourteen""h 

19f.;.~. 

I '.ID enclosinfl' hero--ith copy 
of ~ letter ~1ch I h vc nddres~ed to the Hon. 
J •.• ~er~an1t. E~ton.,,1er-~e~eral of the ar of 
tu. ovl~co of uebe. 

lny I ve~tu"e to hop. th.t i.., the 
m tter ~ • 3'11t iOn!) t~ erei!! .L 0';11" "JT:li er' i ty . ill 
re'! ive the cord_al supr)ort .n'i co-ope"" tioTl of 
the U"'!ivers ity o~ "ontI'· c~l? The?'~ is nO doubt 
th~ t ~T1 unS. ti f '; ory co,., li tio'!"! of ffairs h[~s 
arisen nd th~t the time h's come he,., the 
etntutory ~e ulation~ ~overning 'dmicsio" to the 
ar of tnio ; ~ovlnce )~.o ld e [ ended. 

~eliove me, my dear ir, 

·:vcr Tours fit: fully. 

Principal. 
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Princip 1. 
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Nov. 11th, 1925. 

My dear Mr. Principal:-

I duly received yours of yesterday's 

date, with reference to a petition to the Bar Association 

of the Province of ~uebec, asking that certain changes be 

made with respect to the subjects covered by the final 

exrujination for Admission to Practice. I regret if my 

signature to that petition has in any way disturbed you. Some 

years ago - and a good many - when I was a member of the 

Council of the Bar, I, '7ith some others, urged and sought to 

bring about practically the same change as is now sou~ht. 

We vrere not successful, but I am still of opinion that the 

changes are desirable, a~d I shE.ll do what I can to bring these 

changes about; at the same time, I have no doubt whatever that 

the petition of the Petitioners will not meet with success. 

I 'want particularly, and vri th emphasis to CEsure 

you, that in signing the petition I did not sign the same as 

the Dean of the Faculty of Law, or even as a Judge of 

the Court of King's Bench. I was asked to let it appear 

that I was a Judge of the King's Bench and Dean of the 
• Facul ty of Law. I did not for one filoment intend to speak 



Sir 

2. 

either for one or for the other, but to give my personal 

support to the prayer of the petition. I have eent for 

the document, and will make it perfectly clear that I spQke 

for and represented no one but myself. It will not, 

therefore, appear on the petition that I am in any way 

connected with the Law Faculty of LcGill, either as Dean or 

Professor. 

I am leaving tomorrOVi for Quebec and will return only 

at the beginning of the vleek, when I shall take the first 

o:ppo:r:tuni ty of seeing you. I understand that some other 

members of our Faculty have signed the petition, but of that 

I am not certain., 

I em afra.id you exceeded the prescribed limit 

aa to the number of daily speeches while you were on your 

Western trip. 

Arthu r Currie, 
Frincipal 

Wi th kind regards, 

1 remain, 
... 

UbGil1 University, 
C i t y. 

YourSSi;r~ 

P.S. So certain am I that the petition will be 
refused, and so little importance do I attach to my 
signature, that if you yfish I:le I shall withdraw it, as 
I am at perfect liberty to do. 



November 29th, 1921. 

MY dear Sir Arthur :~ 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of yours 

of the 28th inst. with enclosures as therein stated. I 

also rec·eived a letter from Mr. Lighthall. I have not yet 

answered it, but when I do I shall take the liberty of 

sending you a oopy of my reply. In the meantime, I 

quite approve of what you said in your answer, and the 

manner in which it was said. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 

Principal MoGill University, 

C i t y. 

-



Ja~uary 28t , 1921. 

My dear Sir Arthur :-

It wOlll d. ay,pear from reports I have 

recei ve , that there is cor..si derable talk e.bout the resul t 

0: t' ... erecE,nt Par exanir.ations, and t}1..a.t talk, i:t: some 

instG,nces, I u.r:.derst:kno., has reached a point of v.dYerse 

criticism as to our Faculty of La\":. 

I thought it only proper that I s"10111d. y;.~i te 

you a~d rive you as f~ll inforn~t~cn as possi le in the ~Gtter. 

I ar.': afrairi, as sOliletimes happens, tp .... 'lt those 

who are talki"le?; most know le2.st about the 3ubject matter of 

thej I LQvnversation. 

I have Yr~'itten to the General Secretary of the 

Bar for a statement showinG the number of candidates at the 

exa~ina tion; from w1-';.8. t Ur..i versi ty they (Jar. .. e up, anci the 

proportion that failed. I have not received that stat~~~~t 

yet, anoi as I am going to Q,uebec to hold ~ourt t!"e"Y'e, .:nd may 



2. 

be away for so:ne days, I t'lought it bes:' to v:rite you, even 

in t .. ::.e abser.ce of "'c.""'1.e stater:.ent, '!:hich I wculd. prefer to have 

had ar~d sen t "to ./01.\. 

Subject possibly to slieht modifications, 

:my in:ormation is, that thirty siy students presented the'"1selves 
, 

for exa~ination fo~ a~ ission to practil e. Of these six were 

Braduates of :!.""cGLi..l; thirty ·were graduates of l:1ontreal 

1~niversity, ir~ Hontreal, or Lavel University, in Q,uebec. Of 

t:hat tctal number, eigh.teen were Gtccessful , - two HcGil2. T'len 

and si:>:teen from tr..e other tvlO Ul1i versi tieo . The percentage 

of success~!l candidates is one-third fo~ rcGill, anl a trifle 

over one-half for t.e other t\'.o. 

I do no t beli eve that thi s :;?erc en t.::ge or 

propor tion woul d ir..duce the con~lusi on that. uny partiality or 

favori tism wac cl Oi"/fl by tl-.e ~a"'iners. 'fhat is not my cxplana-

t ~orl 0"" ~·he re"'l" J.. I ~m', ,o'·t'e~r"'.r, satl' sfl'ed Ol~ tr4:!~--" tr.at - ... t, , u ~ J.. V . _ ., y cc -

out cf thirty six men holding Jl.,a.w degrees from these niversi -

ties, more tr..an ei~hte~n were qualified under proper exa"Mination 

to be adrr.itted to the practice of ~aw. 



3. 

The!'e is GomethinG 'vrong somewhere. I !'ind that 

wrong in the exaT"lina tion pap ers set by the Exar.:ir..ers. I have 

taken cor.mlUnica tion of t 'ese e~mn;ina tion papers) and I oake 

two observations ~ith respect to the~; First, they discl~)e 

on th~ port of thos~ responsible for the questions, utter 

ignorance or want of knowledge of t}1e art (if it may be so 

called) of exu'ining stu1ents w~t~ a view of testi~g tbeir 

kno'wlcdge UpO'Yl Fl.r:" subject: secor.dly: I al'1 satinfied that if 

these examination papers were submitted to the practisine 

me:r:bers of the .!ontreal Bar, fifty per cent of them would fail 

to pass. 

In or d8r to imp ress 'lpon oU the (llmos t complete 

helplessness of our Faculty to do anyt~ing in the matter, I 

proceed to explain to you ( ir. case you are not far1iliar ·;:it .• 

the 'Proce(lure) how these ~,xaminers a.re selected or named: 

On the first of Hay of ea,ch year) the members of 

~e various local Bars of t~e province (and there are some ten 

Cl' tv;elvc in number) elect their officers, includine what if; 

lrnov:n as tJ.c "Council of the BOor". These officers and Council 



4. 

are elected by t.3 rote 0: the me~bers of th Bar, ~n as a 

r~le there is conzidera le competition. When these Bodies are 

elected, they proceed te choose or select a number 0: men to 

act as Law eJ'aminers. They may be selected from the I!la'1lbers of 

the Cour.cil, or from :r:lerobers of the Bar V/.O are not on t::e 

Council. It is in the selection o~ these !ller. that gre8;: care 

should be exercised. Tan' sor:-y to say - with possibly one 

or t'.lO exceptions - the selection fo1ade lact :~ay of t:-:e EXar'iners 

from this dis tri et was ... 0 S t ~nfor tuna te,' .,n from infol' Cl. tion 

I }1f ve been able to obtain, the selection made from 0 Ller 

districts was not more 1B.PPY er fortunate. I cou:'d :r::ention a 

n1.;J.l)er of Exariners W ... 1C had to do wi:'h the last exa."'linationl + mt 

are utte~ly an" en~irely un~it for the office. T~e resul~ ~s, 

. 
the preparation of exa"'lination papers w iC{l a well taught parrot 

micht answer as well, if not better, than an intelligent well 

trained student who knew something about t1:e principles of law 

rather than t.e text of the Code. The IrAn v/ho star ted out to 

memorize the Articles of our Code I ".-i thout understandinc their 

meaning, would return a rlUC ... better paper than the boy w c 

use~ his head an1 ncthis ~e~ory. 



We had no t or. that E,oard of Exa-niners a men:ber of 

our teac}'i.r~ Staff. We shoul d lave ha1 one, and. l"...ad I been 

Acting Dean at the time of their selection, and my attention 

drawn to it, I have no doubt I could -;.ave secured the desired 

appoin toen t. Hov. ever, it was not done, and I beli eve we 

suffered in consequence,- not, I repeat, that th8re was 

favori tisru, but ris ir.fluence would have been directed to 

subnitting quections which would amount to an intelligent test 

of a student's knov,'ledee. I shall do my best -if I am here 

at the neyt selectioL~ to see tr~t our Faculty is properly 

repr esented. 

One of the Governors (w1:ooe name I withhold) 

reporte . to me a conversation had wi th one of his Colleag'..les on 

the e;ovcrnine Foard. The la tte:!.' rill.ppens to be a J"lemb~r of the 

Bar. This Vlorthy, anri, more or less, learned member of the 

governinQ Eoard, speakin~ vith utter iGnorance of tr..c facts, 

gleefully pointed to tne results of the January exar~inations 

as a condellmation for what he called tithe innovation introduced 

in to the Law Facul ty in the shape of a teaching course on the 

c ornmo r.. : &. \V ." 
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At the tii~e this repo::.~"~ car'le to me, I was greatly 

imp.!' essed, Cl.. 1 9."'l s ti 11, . i th t' e m~fa.irncss 0 f '~!le cri ti ci sm 

made to a fellc Gov~.':.o"Y , who knows nothing whatever about the 

teachine in t ... le La'!: F3.'J U ty, or a ou t the persor. le1 of t ... e 

teachers. I t do es seem to nc tr..a tit VlO -11 lave been "playing 

cricket" if :~e 'lad con n to me, or to sc...,..c otrer "1le!11ber o~ the 

Fa c:.:lty, an: cot the tr)J~ :acts before he proceeded with his 

adverse reflections. 

As a matter o~ fact, ! ce1ieve I am absolutely 

correctwhcn I say, that of tl~ :.our( men graduates of McGil1 , 

who failed in that examination, not one of them spent three 

hour s of 

durinc 

his ime in the sttldy of the COJ11!"lon law of England 

his 'ourse. 

Ho';;ever -'uch you may r..a.ve been distt:.rbed ( and I 

regre tit exceedinG1y).- over these reporto. I assure you, ar.d I 

make the state."7lent V;it:l:L all t1e e:"l1pllasis that words ca.n give, 

that the teaching of tr.e civil Law in O .... lr Faculty has not 

relaxed onc iota. I a"':. perfectly satisfied ,:!ith the ability 
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devotion and the loyalty of ~he ent~re staff. The members Wlom 

Vie h2. ve lost by rcsign8.tions r..ave bee0. replaced, ~ I beli eve 

ff.i; are teachin<; th.:r ::,eopecti ve subjects as thoro:lr;r.ly and e,s ably 

as did their predecessors, and I say t~is with profound respect 

fo r t1:o se vir..o have 1 eft us. 

I an. inclined to (1.ispo se of this aspect of the 

cri ticism by the ren:ark, that it is due entirely to a mis-

apprehension or ignorance of the true state of facts and an ill-

digested consideration of the subject concerning which the best 

and most devoted members of the Faculty have given careful 

deliberation. 

I am not fearful cf the future of UcGill's Law 

Faculty. I am confident that there is not a Law school in 

Canada better fitted to prepare young men for future activities, 

in the practice of law or jn cogna.te walks of life. 

I am afraid I am trespassing, to the verec of 

boredom, on the time of a very busy man. My eXC"v1.8E' is, the 
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cor:vi cti on tba t you should, at least, rec ei ve s'..'.~h infot'j'l<'., i"ion 

as is aYD..ilacle; ar.d. J~h. ·"\-rther excuse I offer in the fact 

trJ3.t I feel very keenly vlhat I ccnsider thctlnnjust criticism". 

I a'll jealous of t:le reputation and standing of cGill. 

Upon my return from ~uebec, if you could spare me 

the time, I should like an intervie~, when perhaps I mi ~ht 

supplement t:tis letter by further information that I may 

obtain. 

With renewed excuses, 

I ceg to rerrain, 

General Sir Arthur Cttrri e, 

PrinCipal cG::'J.: University, 

C i t y. 



rofessor R. • ~ lth. 
Feulty of L 0 

o 111 University_ 

D r rofe ·or ~ ith:-

epte ber 
eTlty-scoo",d 
19 )1 .. 

Thu k you for the ~e tlon 
oontainod in your lett r of epte ber 1 t. 

I do not con ,ider it ould be 
advl ble to cb ·n~e from srt-ttm profe or to 
fnll-ti e at one fell S ·oop. You kn t t the 
next thl ~ I hnve in mind to 0 for the 
increased effioionoy of the La course is to add 
8 tull-tl 0 pro! or 1 ~lvil L Wo I ho _d e 

1 d if you ill keep your ayes nd e 
and 8Ug est to the names of ny en ho ~ou 
think ,ould e d siralle a dltions to onr at ffo 

Yours faithfully. 

P incipa.l. 



• 

• 

~. Li ghtha.l1 , 
ontre r 

o - al. 

r r. ,1 hth .... ll:-

of your letter of 
it to the ~,.. 

con id rs 

., .O •• '"r"""o., 
iltl , 

sit ... 11y, 

ri c 1 1. 



Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, !cGill University 
City 

Dear Sir;-

t%)I;;'~'rl(/ November 26th.192l 

As the January Bar examinations are now approaching, 

1 respectfully call your attention to the question of specially 

watching over the interests of the students of the McGill 

Faculty of Law, 80 that the injustice they suffered in the July 

examination whereby only 41 l) er cent of English were allowed 

to pass,compared with 72 per cent o£ the French,be not repeat

ed. The friends of our students will not be sati sfie d w.. 1h out 

anf equal percentage of English being passed. 

I am, dear sir, 

Faithfully yours. 

\ f _ L, ~ <1 ~ t-r/~) 



rovenbor 10th, 1925. 

~y doar iJ an:-

I t h~s teen i1 t ir.n tt:' -to me 
that tbar in c'rculatlon a_or~.t he ~aw studcnt~ 
hi cJi 1 . '\er:it? u po . ~! l~ of 1 Un!ver~lty 
of 'ont ea:. - Iotl+l) t t ... .l~} ... _. c:. '::,t:o of 
'the -ro·:L._ ......... ct':'n.-:; tl:.t tl ... o 1 .. tor lo:~ :rOJi 
fro. tb. ir r i1''). )l.t. :: eh ul; ::om'"n Lo. • 
LE:!Gal liistory, ubIi 1~ tl..l"'I'.£.tlc:r.c: ~ ~~., o!l!lt1tutlonnl 
Luw, eta. 

I he v h '1 ne.r.e .cpp ar 
as signatory to thin potitio • pleas tell me 
1f this is 0 9 I' you . v . ~ it 1 in 
you' Qr.P~Oity a~ e Ju ee lu of the Faoulty 
of La of !oGill U~iversity, .. houeb, you ;111 approol~tet 
it is difficult fo. you to sr~a. on ~~t~o~s f leenl 
duoa t10n tli .... ho'.lt r~fere:ncE:! t t. e 10<>' t hm you hold s 

hend o~ the La~ f~cultyo 

1. should think uoh a petition 
!ould o~rry much more :oight if en oreed by the Lnr 

Fao'ul ties of the Un! vers i ts,es th n as a pet! tion from 
a otudent-body, whoso uindo~ in suoh ~atters mleht be 
quostioned. I should like to soe you some tim~ about 
this .. . 

ith kindest ishe ~ 

Yours faithfully. 



Sir Arthur Currie, 
Princinal, 

licGil1 University, 
Montreal. 

My dear Sir Arthur: 

Feb.6th,1922. 

Re .uebec Bar Examinations. 

I have lust returned from :Juebec, where, 
actinp upon the f)'lf"P'estion rade at the l&f't T"€ etinr. of our 
Facul ty, I talked ovpr th e rosul t of tr e rpcen t Bar eyamina
tions ~lth the nrofe~Ror8 of laval UnivRrf'itv ,to arA ~Am
bers of the B08rd of EYar.1iners fo~ aclmirr ion" to t 1'r '3ar, Dnct 
I think it well to 8n~rise vou at once of the imnrr~rion I 
brourrht away fron th€'C"8 ri.i ;-cuf)f'ionp. 

The Examiners with whom I conferred are, 
as I expected, entirely symnathetic viith tho~ e students who 
are seriouslv tryinc t~ qualify for ~rac~ice in ttis Province, 
and the results of the two nasl examlnatlons have been very 
disannointinp to them. Their statement that they were "tres 
decourages" wi th the anSVler panel'S, narticularly at the January 
examination, reveals very clearly their attitude. I am Con
vinced that there was no nurnose on their part to limit the 
number of those to be admitted, but that they could not con
scientiously pass any more th~ they did. They say thEt the 
answers were exceec.inp'ly "weak". It seems th8t only five out 
of ttirty-six pa;-~sed on' the first readillf of the papers; of 
the 0 th 8rs, only four wer e in doub t on a second reaaing, ~d 
these were re-read by the full Board; ~o of them were Elven 
passes, while the other two failed to receive the su port of 
the majori ty of the Examiners, including those most experienc
ed in the University and on the BElr examinations. 

The R'en tleman from :.Ton treal whose name has 
been most nrominently mentioned as being in favour of keeping 
down the number to be admitted to practlce to a minimttm, has 
undoubtedly been indi~creet on one or two o~casions~ but l.am 
assured that he st[nds alone amonrr the examlners ana th8t In 
consequence of his occasional indiscretion in speech he has 
lost whatever influence he 'nay once hElve had over 'his fellow-
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examiners, who entirely disannrove of ~is professed attitude. 
There are t,:o or three' noints that I do not trink advisable 
to discuss in a letter but which I should like to talk over 
with you sometime. 

I may add, }~owever t 1]a t "V1Hm di "'cuPC"i nr- the 
probable causes for the rop in t~e &ver[~e ~tandard of can
aidates for nractice ai the Bar, the lav~l nrofesforf C"tated 
that the students no~' arp, not ~lvinp' the f'BIrr attention ~o 
their studies as students did & few yearC" a~o. Ttev snoke 
of a number of distr[Jctions inside and outside the University 
that take un the time of thr students and draw their httention 
away from their st'J.dies. Of these, athletics play CoL rel&iive
ly sm&ll nart in Laval Universi ty, but the socIal side of the 
s'tudent life seems to have developed somewhat as it has in 
McGill to the distinct detriment of serious study. I was told 
that, for these reasons, it was extremely difficult to maintain 
the old standard in the Jnivel'sity, and that there are in con
senuence a Much lar~er number of failures in the University 
examinations than there were formerly. They recognize th&t 
it is easier lor a student to DBSS examinations in the Univer
sity than at the Bar because (I) he has the guidance of his 
professor in the iieid upon which he is to be examined and he 
inevi tably COIfies to know what his professor deems most ~mpor
tant and 1S therefore likely to ask (luestions about; (2) in 
the University only one subject is dealt with on each eAamina
tion paper, wher~as there are four or five subjects on each of 
the two pEJners at the Bar examinations, with resultant confusion 
in the Minds of all but the best nrenared students~ (3) the Uni
versity exa"1inations are spread over a number of aays or even 
weeks,'whereas the Bar exafuinations( ~overillf, the sa~e field, 
are crowded into a sinple day' and 4) the pass mark of the 
Universi ty is never more than' 501&, v.'her~,as the nass mark t 
the Bar for the three nrincipal fIelds of law, namely, Civil, 
Criminal and Civil Procedure, is 66-273%. So it constantly 
hannens that their r-raduates fail at the Bar examination,thoup"h 
their exnerience is the same as our own that a first-class man 
is rarely amon~ the failures. 

May I in conclusion briefly state my own oni"!lion? 

1. Anyone "ha h8f t&ken th, Civil law CO'lr8e ir. :.1cGill 
will apree that it nrovides amnle work i or ttree full years for 
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any student, rep,'al~dlesf of l'i'i rrevious traininp- or natural 
capabilities. It is Cc. p-reat advantaP'8 to enter the F8culty 
fresh from school or colle~e. The soldier students had been 
overseas for a varvillP' number of yearf', where 1 to say the 
least, they had got completely out of the hab1 t of s"Ludy and 
probably much 0 f \'Iha t they had nrf'V iousl v 1 earn Gd from books 
had passed mo re 0 r less completely out of the ir minds. I al
ways thoup"ht t'r:at in these circumstances it was a mistaken 
kindness to these fine fellows to ~ermit them to nroceed to 
their dep-ree without takinp. the fu~l course. Instead of re
quirinv ~ nreparation than the average student, they re
quirf;d more, for thev had the additional burden of getting 
back to where they w~re when they enlisted for overseas. In
steCic1 of that, arraneements were made to permit them to attempt 
to cover in triO vears, inclucling a short summer session, a 
course which Vlould have 1em&nded their :Jest efforts, when fresh 
from school or colleP'8, to comnlete in three full years. It 
is not surnrisinp', therefore, that many of these students Vlent 
up to their Bar examinations unpreuared and failed in conse
quence. I am surnrised that so many of then r:ot thron~h. ,!hat 
I have just said accounts for the low proportion of successful 
McGi 11 men in th e examinat ions las t July and I think had much 
to do wi th the f&iJures in January. 

2 . I do not think th at the students are p'i vinp' too same 
earnest attention to their Law studies as used to be the case, 
.... ,hile the com'se is necesf'aril:v beconinp- more and more diffi
cult with the increase in lep'islation anQ juyip,nrudence. There 
are a p-rrat many thinp's nO\ distr8ctinrr the sL'ldent cl attention 
which ei ther dia not exist or from ~hich t"be"lT 'lere fomerlv kep~ 
apart. . ' 

3 •. fIith L.ll resnect, I do not t"ril!k tm teacJ:1iIf~ in our 
Faculty H' un to 8. nrODrr st&ndard. It 1S not pufflc1ent for 
a professor or Jecturer to hcve E. wide know1ewe of I is subj ect; 
he should also know how to tec...ch it, which is a very different 
matter. ','[e do not recorrnize that te&chinp' is an c:rt'in itself, 
wi th th e consequence ~ll[jt li ttle or no emphdsis is p+8ced u:pon 
the method of rr esent1ng a subject. IS 1 had occaS1on to say 
several years ar-o, I do not thlnk that the Faculty should be 
a coaching school for the Bar examinations, yet 1 do think that 
we shOUld be caref!l to prepare o'tr f3~uu.ents to Y::lSb the .D" .. 



examinations while "'ivinrr thF'IJ a mucr broader e uca'Lion in 
law than re"'uired for that e"aminaiion. 

4. To my ~ind, tte situation renuires th&t we set 
ourselves earnsstlv &nd di lirre:Gtly to the work oi' better 
teach inr- in the Faculty of law, keepinr in nind tlH ... t mos t 
of Oltr students desire" to '1ractice law in t} is Province and 
that it is imneraiive, thfrr>fore, that we should pr"oore them 
to Dass the Bar examinations. It mip:h t be well for us also 
to Join wi th the other interested Universi ties and v:i th the 
Bar ~x8J!liners to improve the system under which the Bar eX8J!li
nations are conducted. 

I am sorry that this letter is so long, but, in vie { 
of the importance of its subject-matter to our Faculty, I am 
sure you will n&rdon me for so fully discussing it. 

Yours faithfully, 



George ontgo~ary, EB~ •• K.Co. 
145 St. ;ames Street, 
ontr al. ' 

y dear ~ro ontgomery:-

Octobor 2nd, 19230 

I called at your office 
last Fr day to soo you, but ao you ~re awa"' fro 
the office at the tl.. I briefly 0 ~ tllned to u r • 
Brown the pUl"poso of mJ vis to ... h1.s morning I 
calle again, b t you ere e gaged, and so, i~ 
order th .... t v. re a b no rurtr ... or unneco SGary 
delay I am wrl "inc to outline rlefl~ what I ould 
like you to do. 

e have- Gll been Q~3re that for 
some time consider hle ~riticism han been made 
o~ the curriculum of on~ Law Cchool. We.must 
reuove all grounds for ha critic! m as soon as 
possible. ~ch of ItoI believe,has not been 
deserved, owing to lack ot understanding aB to 
Just wh~t th ~nlversity Is doing and ao to the 
objective aimed t. Regarding the BoC.~. course 
it la our intention to prepare a memorandum just 
what it Is, whom It is given by and the place it 
occupies in our Law School. It Is the intention to 
circulate this memorandum to all momb re of the 
Bar in this cIty ~nd I think we shall be able to 
prove that the B.O.L. ~ourse Is not being sacrificed 
by anything the University is doing regarding an 
LL.B~ course, but it was with partIcular reference 
to the latter that I. wished to speak to you. 
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Georeo ~ontGome y,Eso., - 2-

1 think the unlv raity has been a 
couple of gen r~tlons ahead of the popular de~and 
for such a oour e and its usefulness is being 
res -rlote4 and practi~ally nullified by the r -
stric ions y hloh the Bars of the different 
pro Inoes hedeo around entrance to the profession 
of la e I am of the opinion that the time has 
come ~hen it would be as well for the University to 
dlsco'ntinu glvine the LL.B. oour e aa t presont 
outlined, but I B_ convinced that there is a vital 
necessity for Bome course Lich ill prepare men 
for publ~o servlc e 

t tho eetIng of the Fa~ ltJ held 
last Thur day afternoon 1 as uthorized to con
stitute a comuittee who ,ould ~qke u the con-
sider tlon of th~ ·L.B. course an ~dvise me as to 
~hat it should e brac. I suggested a committee 
composed Of sosrs. Bug n 1afleur, Arnold in ri ~t, 
and yourself, Professor ~ackay and Professor ~ Ith, 
with power to add to their number. he constit~tion 
of this oomml ttee et wl th the pproval of the 
Faculty and r. Lafleur ha p~omis to he d ur t at 
coemi tte -. I called upon you to ask if ,TO ould 
be 111Ing to serv , as the member of th aoulty 
insisted that I should brIng ery ~ressure to ear 
upon you to help. 4 

I very much hop th&t you ill consent 
to act and I can assure you that if you do you will 
bo rendering a real service to ~cGll1. 

ith all good 1~has9 I a~. 

Yours faithfully, 



C<ABLES.JONCREEL 

CREELMAN a. MACPHERSON 

BARRISTERS If, SOLICITORS 

JOHN J.CREELMAN.K.C. 
J. S. B . MACPH ERSON 

DOMINION EXPRESS BUILDING 

MONTREAL Sept. 10, 1921. 

Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal, McGill University. 

Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

As one of the Elective Fellows, representing the 

Graduates in Law, on the Corporation of the University, I am much 

disturbed at the very high percentage of·failures at the Quebec 

Bar Examinations last July of those who but a short time previously 

had received the Degree of B.C.L. at McGill. 

The Law Faculty of McGill University is primarily intend-

ed to prepare English-speaking students for the practice of law in 

the Province of Quebec, and in view of the large percentage of fail

ures at the Bar Examinations in each of the two last years it is 

apparent that all is not well with the course of instruction in the 

Faculty of Law. It is my intention to raise this question at the 

next meeting of Corporation when I expect to have available some 

data and figures. 

I consider it a matter of urgency that the Law Faculty 

should at once re-organize its syllabus in order that those receiving 

the Degree of B.C.L. shall be better prepared for the Bar Examinations 

of the Province of Quebec. Unless something is done at once. law 



Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.M.G., K.C.B. 
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students will be diverted from McGill in favor of the University 

of Montreal, from which institution in the last two years the 

percentage of successes in the Bar Examinations has been much 

higher. 

It is openly stated that only about one-third of this 

year's recipients of the Degree of B.C.L. at McGill were successful 

in the Bar Examinations in July. When I compare this with my own 

graduating class of 1907, all of whom passed the Bar Examinations 

of that year, I am satisfied that something is radically wrong with 

the present system of instruction. 

Yours respectfully, 



Septe r 
hirt enth 

- 921. 

J. Cree n. 
~ l~ion %pres 

ontre 1. 

S .\1 .. 0., 
uildin , 

D~a~ r. Ore lman:-

I h vc your letter of ~ pta bar 10th 
ith r fro to oart in ma.tter i co action r1 th our 

L aoulty. 

I confe tha.t t 
1 of concern t the pr 

ntion to 0 i to he matter thorough y nd for 
r on I m aski oom me b r 0 f th La 
oth r conoerne to have dinner ith e n xt r1 ay 
n1 ht at the Univ rs1ty lub. I do not quite k1"lo. t 
i the attar.. I kno that e h ~e ane ood to c 

ongst the La c Ity nd ome ,ho are probabl 
o so th~t it Y be t t the teach1ng i 
ub is at fa 1 0 

I 
lven 1 t 
ry muoh. 

can bsorb 

ext pI ce thin the ~Q r 
year, or the year b fore did not 
It is unre so ble to think that 

ch in couple of mont s s 
sked to ab orb 1 th re ul r eaesio1"l of a 

I 1 ht dd, t 0 that e t c~i11 
ur ris d t the re of the Bvr 
o e of our best tu ents h v been lucked p 

he con ide ed very indiff re~t hav 
ful. One d1 likes to ~ tio~ it, but y 

o~e hel nOvicin t t 11 0 those ho rote 
in era oc f 1. 0 e of t 0 ho rote in 
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J _ J _ Oreelman, -.S • ... 2 .. 

renoh e did not r . rd as strong etu ants, oertainl7 
not to b oomparod ith Bome others whO filed. 

I kno th tour L Aour e has excited 
the suapio10n of aome members of t~~ Bar nd others in 
this Province. Grounds for 8usPiu1on, I elleve, there 
are none. The first functlon of the 0 ill Law ohool 
is to prepare tUdents for the praotise of LBW in thi8 
Province, and that funotion e must fU1fill to the best 
of our ability_ A the s e t~e I i sympath7 Ith 
extendinp. the functions of our L Sohool. i order that 
.• may ive anyone, hather he intends to praotise law 
or not, ood legal e catio. 

I ho~e to see you On ri ay nl ht and 
doubtle sand doubtle 8 i tere tin discussion ill 
prevail. 

YOur faithfully, 

Prinoipal. 


