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DEAr GRANT FLEMING Il~TEI~VIEWED 

TH:;: PRInCIPAL: As you mow, this is a Committee of tl:e 

Senate authorized to submit views respecting the report 

of the Quebec Protestant Education Survey. 

There are certain matters referred to in the 

... eport VIi th re spec t to which I think you mie;h t thro'W 

some light, and with respect to which you may have 

some suggestions. 

Do you mind expressing your views as to the 

SUbstance of your report, so far as these matters are 

concerned, or any other umtters? 
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IYEAlT FLEl,Ir-G: I shall be glad to be of any help- Perhaps 

I should say, Sir, I t h ink, about this t ime last year 

vJhen a group am I am not quite sure how it was 

broueht into exis t ence we did submit, on behalf of hhe 

Provincial Association of the Protes t ant Teachers of 

QUebec, a report on health and physical education. 

I was a member of that Committee, and I think om." views 

are pretty well set forth liln that report, sir, wgich I 

am sure you d 011 t t VJan t m.e to read. 

'fell, I have not gone through t his report in 

detail. I read part of it through, and noted something 

but I have not certainly made a complete s ~udy of it. 

If you take, on page 290, where you have the 

summary and conclusions and recommendations, I would say, 

the first point where I V'Jould disagree vli th the recomrnend.-

ations, or at least que s tion t he soundness of the recom-

mendations, is in the setting up of Health Service for 

the schools as a separate entity, from the Health ~ ~ part

ment. Personallu I believe the School Health Service .J , 

shOUld be part of the service provided by t he local 

Health Depar t ments. The reason for that being, chiefly, 

I vlould say, from the health point of view, you cannot 

deal with the individual, the family is the unit. Take 

a Case of tuberculosis that is certainly a family 

problem. The question of the nutrition of a child is 

a family question. 
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Furthermore, from the pOint of view of organ-

ization, it would mean in fact, that in one area of a 

city you would have at least three groups: Public 

Health Nurses, one =rom the Health Department, one from 

the Protestant School and one from the Catholic School. 

The Health Department is in control of com.n1UL":icable 

diseases, am they would, in that specific field, have 

to deal with the school child. So that, that ~oLld be 

the first point which I wO.Lld qp.estion. 

ll}{"? PRINCIPAL: Dl£an Fleming, vlOuld you prefer that 

any questions we r,my have in mind be deferred until 

you finish, or, would it he more convenient to you, 

if Questions be asked as we proceed. 

DEA~i FLEMIHG: Yes, I think so. 

THE P~UNCIPAL: On that score. The Fublic Health Service Q 

or Whatever the title is, is charged vith this responsi

bility, so, would there not be a conflict of authority? 

DEAl FLEIJING: In wha t way? I am not quite sure what 

you mean. 

THE PRIHCIPAL' The m:irnd:elIlllb. situation would be this. 

The schools under control of the Protestant Committee -

the public Health Service is an a gency wholly independ

ent. 

DEAN :;?LELaNG· no. It has the responsibility for sanita-
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tion and the control of comounicable diseases. They h~ve 

the l"ight of entry to the schools for this pur...,Jose. 

ould there be a conflict of autaority, 

with respect to physical competence, bet~een the schools 

and the Public Health Service. I don't know. The 

employees of the Public Health Service may be also agents 

of the Protestant Education Committee, or ~Jhatever agEncy 

has control of the schools. 

DEAN rlEHL.G: VeIl, if the service is conducted by the 

Health Department. Once a member of the staff of the 

Health Department enters the schools to conduct, let us 

say, physical examinations, he is, in fact, there for 

that duty, and to that extent he comes under the school 

principal. It is a fact that adequate school health 

services are conducted on both planes. 

Personally, I be]eve the more effective way, is 

when the school health service, as in Toronto and Hamilton. 

is a part of the service of the Health Department. Mroy 

years ago, by a popular vote in TOronto, it vias trans

ferred to the Health DGpartment. 

THE PRllWIPAL' Take Alberta, for instance. 

DEAN FLEMIlTG: I donTt know about that, but SaskatchewVJan 

was under the Health Department. 

DR. VlOODHEAJ): When it is under the School Board, the 
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ins"Dection is apt to be very perfunctory. 

DEAr FLErUNG: You, ill find good service under both 

types of or anization. I thin].: the educ'tion aut oriii es 

are responsible for the health e ucation, very defini1:e ly, 

but with the medical aspects, if you can call them tlat, 

school healih service falls naturally under the authority 

responsible for the health of the commwlity as a whole. 

This vlorks very ~ell for a large 

ci ty, but hoVl Jould it ..... lork in small towns? 

D:8 ~; FLEE_ITG: On page 291, article 41, if you were 

going to carry out ser ice in rural areas where there 

is no Health Unit, and they suggest that the local 

boards employ doctors, dentists ani nurses, it would 

not be practical. Then, the provincial education 

authority would have to employ these, and it would be 

a traveling clinic. 

here 'lould the line be 0. ravm 

there? 

DEAn FLEIUITG: It VJO tld de_ end on hat your school 

population is. If it is in a given area, where there 

is no Health Department, if the population vias sufficient 

to \Iarr nt organizing your OYln service, I vlould say yes. 

TI:E PRDJCIPAL: .diat recommilndation is simply an ampli-

fication of ticle 4l? 
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EAH FLEiUliiG: Yes. 

Vlould y ou think, in a general way, 

t hat the municipal, or provincial HealihService, would 

be the standard we want for OJr schools? 

DEAB" FLEMIHG: ' Tell, the only reply to that is, we get 

viha t we pay for. 

Our English group~ does want control. 

Some of us imagine that we are fussier on na tters of 

health than the majOrit~~ the Province. 

DEAR FLEMIUG: Pe::2sonally, I think, as an English group, 

we are in tere sted in public heal th, but vve should thrm 

our energy into the development of local Health Depar~ 

ments rather than try to pick out our own school child

ren and isolate them. 

Insofar as public health is concerned, I feel 

that we get along very well with old fashioned principles, 

and I think it fair to say tha t the Health J)epartment, 

in Montreal, has prog_ essed remarkably in the last ten 

years. 

THE PRINC IPAL; I refer to page 96 of the Report, deal

ing with oral Hygiene. There is this sentence: "A 

serious si tua tion is disclosed Vii th regard tot he tee 1h 

of the children living in cow1try districts, use should 

be made, we felt, of traveling clinics tT • I just want 
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to clear up that point. I rather have the impression 

that the Report does not preclude your idea of a travel

ing clinic. 

DEAlT FLEI:nTG: No, I don't think it does. 

THE PJ.IlWIPAL: In this case, st..ch a clinic is expressly 

re cor,'l.D1ended. 

MR . eURRIE: Would it be well, t 0 get more method in the 

procedure, to take up each clause? 

DR. dOODHEAD: .ilia t clause 'Would ~.rou substi tute for 

Clause 40? 

DEAN FLEMIHG: '7ell, I would simply say that I VJould 

substi tute the clause that would state tha t the Health 

Service should be progided by Public Health. 

DR. TdOODHEAD: The Pr otestant Board, and other Boal'ds, 

should call on the assistance of the Department. 

I,m. eu tRIE : You wouib.d. have to continue, by saying what 

service the Protestant Board should expect to receive 

f~~om the Health De p3.rtment. 

vEAH FLEI}~I1'1'G: In this Report, YJe did set down what we 

considered school health service should be. That is 

not to say tha tit is perfect, but we d id present a 

statement of what we thought it should be. 

DEAN LEl.IESSURIER: On pase 93 of the Report, there is a 
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statement that no provision is made for dental care of 

the children, outside of ontreal. If there are facts 

like that, it wo~ld seem that t he Health Service at 

present rendered in the Progince and tl e mm icipali tiES 

is inadequate. It does not take in enough. 

DEAN "7LEHnm: J.:y reply to tha t YJOuld be this: If 

people of this Erovince are prepared, out of public 

funds, to pay for the medica 1 care, as this report 

sUGGests, all of these children, whose parents cannot 

afford to pay for their care, should come under that 

dental care. It is a matter of public policy- I 

donlt believe that the system followed is that this 

care should be provided by the educational authority. 

TF..a. t should be the part of the organi zed me d ical 

service of the commur .. i ty. You might extend that 

statement and say, no provision is made far the dental 

care of adults, of mothers, etc. 

DEAn LEI!lESSURIER.: You are in thorough agreement \Ji th 

the demand that this attention shall be given. It 

is a question of organization. 

Yes, and of financing-

DEAn LEI:ESSURIER: Do you find reason to question the 

statement of facts here? 

way? 

Are they overdrawn in any 

DEAN FLEMING· I VJould not want to answer that questim 
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V]ithout careful reading. In a report of this rilJ1ype, 

one naturally pOints out the weaknesses. Take pape 97. 

I d id note, 2. t the bottom of paee 97, there is a reflexion 

wi th regard to dental defects. Then the doctor examines 

children, he notices only gTOSS dental defects. 7li th 

a careful examination, he will find a v er y hiGh per-

centage of children requiring care, and, if you take 

an X-Ray, it vlill amount to one hundred percert . 

I donlt knCNJ if this Committee had any idea 

of what theymeant when they suggested necessary treat-

ment for those children ~lhose parents are u..YJ.able to 

meet the costs. I think vie sho·c.ld s t art immediately 

to pay for the medic al c are of the se children. 

It cannot be done on the sbhool 

bu.dge t. 

Or on the funds you are liable to 

get for education. 

DK H FLEIIUEG: I doubt whether it should in any case, 

be done by the Education :Board. I think not, personrully. 

1.m. • CURRrE " ----_._"- Take pages 89 ani 90 about the examinati on 

features. 

DE.I\ .. I: FLEtlIHG: Well, I vlould say, as regards satisfactory 

medical certificates, th~ t is one of the most difficult 

to ge t, be cause it really means that we have to accept a 
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'J:HE P?IUCIPAL: Yo~ feel that, even under conditions 

as they may exist in tftss COIrll_ unity, in th4s Province 

tha t is, bi-l~ngual and racial, it would be better to 

proceed in that fashion. 

DEAH H'LT;"T'"IHG. Y ... ~ .. .l... es. 

'.r}_E P.IHCIP.iiL: ,/i th special employees of the Pro-cestro t 

Committee? 

D17' I H Tll't:'Tl"I1 G. 
~ -,. ~ ..... J ... u .. :J.r.l ..l i • Yes. 

THE F::IFCIP.tiL: But, are thereany difficulties arising ~ 

of the peculiar circumstances which exist in this 

Province, standing in the '.'Jay -- or, not necessarily 

in the way, but opposing barriers to successful oper-

ationlil 

DEAN F1EI,.iIlTG: I thin.l{ our difficul t:r is the language 

problem. 

THE PICUCIPAI: Ins ofar as :rotes~ant :8duc[l tion is 

concerned., tha t difficulty vJOuld be ::::emoved if con trol 

vlere vested in the Protestant Committee or the School 

Board. 

]) UN FLE'II5I=-G·. Y I 
~- - es, presume so. 

TF.E PJ.J::TCIPA1: The only que cti on then, is \'Jhether the 

removal of t'la tdifficul ty, by follow ing the pr ocedure 

reCOt:lm.ended by this Committee, VJould give rise to dis-

advantages . 
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DEA._. FLEr •. ING: I think, i '" one we :!:.'e just looking a t the 

schools and nothing else, on e might say yes. But, if 

you look a t the co~ unity as a whole, t he ans er is no • 

.loE PRIi:-C I P L: In t h is Provin ce ? 

D....,A:'" FLEMI: G: In this Province. 

HE PRrr CIP ...... L: Looking a t the problem of education, 

in its environment ? lo ~ld yo thi~c that physical 

care of chilch>en, observn tion of their health, Vlould re 

be t ter conducted thro':.gh School Boards and districts 

of the Protestant Committee, rather than through 

Fublic Health Service, even in t is communi t .: , in the 

light of its peculiar environment. There might be 

some compromise between the two procedures, sofaI' as 

Protes t ant Educ a tion is concerned. A certain persotlel 

might express it, just as though they were actual 

employees of the School Board. ould that be possible? 

DEAl FLE!'!"IEG: I 'would say yes. The accepted principle 

of PUblic Health organiza tion is that of genel'alized 

Public Health. You don't elI[)loy school nurses, 'when 

the nurse does all the '."Iork in the area. 

MR. CU :RI....:..: In iEstmount, we have a nurse who speaks 

French, to handle all French cases. ~he doctor, I 

don't think speaks French, but there is a French nurse, 

a!u there has been no difficulty in the exam:nation of 

rrench children or French citizens. I don't think they 
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have had any conflict yet. 

D. • '70 DHEb],: .• hen you have a community, predominantly 

French and Catholic, are you sure the minority will get 

as good treatment? 

A great many small English groups 

are in French communities and there would not be an 

English speaking doctor or nurse. Take Lasalle, there 

are only three Frotestant families there. 

DR. "[OODHEAD: Should you not have prevailing, through

out the Province, just one system - not only a system 

for lionb>eal and. another ent ire ly differe nt f or the 

Province? 

THE PRIECIPAL: Uight not that system vary, outside 

of the City of Uontreal, in accordance with available 

resources. '.rake our childl'en who are beinf at t ended 

trJ.!'o'll€h resources of a Commi ttee Wllich is mainly French 

and Catholic. 

DEAN FLEMI:TG: Tha t is vJhat exi sts at the present tine. 

DR. ~OODHEAD· It is a question of whether the operation 

is in the best interest of all.-

In some places, there are so few 

Frotestants. 

MR. CURRIE: I think you VJould have to go on the assumption 
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that the majority VJould do it. 

: I would be more uncertain v.nether 

we Viould not vJl!nt a higher standard than the majority. 

THE PRIlC r n 1'J.: Thel'e is also question of the standard 

of service, which is very closely related to the 

competence of the personnel. Uith regard to the third 

pOint, do you feel that a personnel, vested in the 

majority is as competent as if the minority had ex

clusive control of Public Health? 

DEAN F~!ING: I answer that by saying that r don't 

know of any Ci"'ty that has done YJhat li:ontreal has done 

to raise the standard of the personnel. They give 

three scholarships a year and send them aVJaY for a 

year's training. The City of Montreal Health Depart

ment VJants to employ an English Psychiatrist for work 

in Protestant schools, but there is not one available. 

That is the situation we run into. 

~ffi. CURRIE: Another answer would be that, in a large 

city with a small minorit.1, the city would employ an 

expert on hellfuh. The minority could not afford a 

fUll time man, ard it would not be satisfactory. 

DEAlT LElv:ESSURIER: Recommendation 40 suggests tha t the 

Board of Education should have the responsibility for 

the whole inspection. ~ecommendation 41 says, in 

conjunction VJith earlier pages 92, 93 and 95, it says 
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that an established health unit, under the Bureau o~ 

Health, shall be utimized and extended in their use

~Ulness, and that only ,.Tlhere that is not feasible, 

the local Board should attempt to do TIr~t they are 

Suggesting in Montreal. The Protestant Committee or 

the District Board. ~hat is a statement of what the 

recommendation is. !Tow, there is the present organ

ization. There are existing Provincial Health Units. 

Do you feel that the Health Department of I10ntreal 

should have a similar responsibility for Montreal? 

DK4 .. U FLEr.IING: Yes. It seems to me rather strange to 

recommend taking the service away from the Health 

Department of lJontreal, am leaving it wi th Health 

Units, "Jhich, tos ay the least, are immature. 

THE -"~ I TCIPAL: Is that what this recommendation means? 

DEAn FLEMING: I think so. 

DEAlT lELIESSURIER: T' _e Report says: If That decentralisa

tion of the health services, accompanied by directional 

control in the hands of the central authority, is 

suited to the needs and e:'::tent of the ?rovince, is the 

opinion of those who are be st Q.ualified to judge. TT 

On paGe 961 If'le have added to this a recommenda tion 

that the Protestant Committee sho Id use its influence 

to have the service Given by the units so developed 

tha t medical e:::anination vlould be much mOl'e thorough 
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and effective than they are at present. rr 

Recom.t1end.s. tion 41: "The Pr ote stant C ommi ttee 

should use its influence to .lave the .2ield of usefulnes s 

of the county health units extended as rapidly as 

Possible, so that a se~vice similar to that recommended 

for the area of G:..eater l~ontreal may become available 

to every :!:'rotestant School in the Province. In areas 

~here this object cannot be achieved, the }rotestant 

Committee or District Board should employ its own 

doctors, dentists and nurses, and should 1r ovide the 

n€cessar~T treatment for those \711ose parents are unable 

to meet the cost involved." 

: hom do they mean by lIthose best 

qualified to juclge Tt? 

DEAN FLEHING: I thin'- it is generally accepted, in 

the IUblic Iealth field, that the or[anization of 

health units is the general procedure. 

DEAr lEr,:ESSURI ·:1: THen, you don T t take exception to 

recommend.ation 41, do you? - because the prime re

commendation is the use of the present system. 

J)EA1~ FLTh:nTG: Ey only point was I thou"ht, where it 

was being done for areas not now served by COlli1ty 

Health, it Would be perhaps better to do it on a 

Provincial baSiS, in such areas. 

,L.. CURRrE: You agree, then, that, under recommendation 
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40, there should be a nel health service organization 

to Supply health service to _ otestant schools in 

Grea ter l.ontreal, separa te entirely fr om the Ci ty. 

DEAn FL:a~IlTG: No. 

TI-IE PRTIW1PAL: The body of YOtlr • eport seems to make 

a distinction bet'.:een '-Jhn. t is being done in Jestmount 

and Outremont, and what is being done elsewhere. 

Greater Hontreal means the island.-

1 think, as used now, it does not 

inclUde the whole island, such as St. ~nners, etc. 

On patse 97 of the Report: 1I1n .lestmount 

and Outremont, much gTeater care appears to be taken, 

and. each of these ci tie s gives a dental service which 

incluies complete trea~ment for indigent children." 

I don't thiUk we can compare Westmount and Outremont 

with Montl"eal, their indigent population is so small. 

I think that part is rather poor. 

THE PRnW1PAL· The body of the Report doe s recognize 

this question. ~t any rate, there is no disagreement 

or critiCism against the objectives sought? 

D~lT FIJtlvIIYG: Oh, no. 

THE PEILCIPAL· Vlha tever criticism the:ee may be has to 

do pur'ely v}i th the machinery. 

DEAn FLD.UNG: Yes. There is another point, about medb al 
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care. Pel'sonally, I be lieve, i;,;V-er:r person re g.uiring 

medical care should receive it, but I doubt if the 

propOsal here is sound, in tha tit sho _Id be pI'ovided 

I'or all children vihose parents cannot a fford to pay, 

at the expense of the Educ ~tional authority. 

THE P IllCIPAL: That is a question of financial re

sou.rces. 

DEAn FLEMING: I think it is muc h more than tha t. 

I think, if it is to b~ provided, it should be ill~der 

the medical care of the community. 

TEE PICnCIPAL: But, on a question of procedure? 

DEAN :!fLEHING: I thini: the costs will be very large, 

but the objective is desirable. 

It is desirable, but the cost is 

prohibitive, to make it a general service. THen, 

why not make it just for school children? 

DEAlT FLEMIlJG: ITell, I don t t think the school children 

are particularly in urgent need, as compared ]ith other 

groups. '::rhe mortali 0/ of children is verJr lovv. 

But, those going through the 

edUcational process, VJould be better citizens ultimately, 

and we would make sure that the rising generation 'I.1ill 

be physically fit. 

DEAr FLEI~nHG: I think I VJO Lld rcother begin with the 
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maternity level, then take the entrance to school and 

the school child, etc. Of course, I think organized 

medical service is coming. There is no question of 

tha t. 

That is, in school is the first 

opportunity to be had of getting these people ':Jithcut 

a house to house canvass~ 

DEAn FLa:r: G: Ho, we have practically every infant 

under supervision. 

D~':':'. '"[OODHEAD: Of course, this Report only deals with 

the school child? 

DEAn :::'LElanG: I am all in favor of the school children 

getting medical care that they require and I thi.nk this 

should be the part of the health se~ice of the com

munity and not the educational committee. 

Of course, we are speaking of Greater 

l[ontl'Gal. THat paragraph is headed: "Greater I.'LontreaP'. 

lffi. CU_ lE: I '.'londer if the' have not missed something 

in not h:ving the medical profession represented on 

the Board. 

DEAlT BRITTAIU: 'That was suggested by someone. 

1.:R. CURRIE· They would be far more important than 

members of the Protestant clergy. 
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DE}., .. :r LEI:=SSURIE: Do we want to ask about handicapped 

children? Is there anything the~e on which you wo~ld 

lil::e to give us your opinion? 

DEAlT L'L:EEIHG: T'/ell, I noticed thn t, una.er recorrunenda ii on 

49, I have put a Q.uestion mark. I tl.l.oU€'ht they dealt 

with that adeQ.uately by referring to clothing. In 

regard to recommend'.:'.tion 39, I don't knoVJ how that is 

to be in terpre ted, but our fe eling in general is tha t 

with the child in school, the aim is to have the child 

properly fed at home. This could be read: "It should 

be the concern of all School 30ards to encour age the 

provision of school meals. Tr I don't knoVJ if that 

implies school meals for all children. It looks that 

Way, but, in a general way, our Christian work is to 

try to get the child properly fed at home. 

DEAlI LEl.IESSURIER: I VJould. ask about l~~commendation 36, 

page 289 of the Report. Is OtU' l1cGill Uni versi ty 

dOinC anything t onal'ds having a summer course in 

health education at :r:rcDonald College? This may not 

be a Q.ue st ion for you, Dean Fleming; it may be for 

Dean 13rittain. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: It is not for me either. The summer 

school is put on by the Board of ~ducation. We merely 

lend facili tie s. 

DEAN LEI\1ESSUl IEH: Do you ImovJ if there is ouch a course 
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in health education? 

DEAlT 13RITTAllT: No. They have ~2500. to run the who l e 

summer school . There is not money available to do eva~ 

what they are doing now, properly- A. {ronp tried last 

year to start a course in physical education, but they 

got no encourage~ent whatever. 

TlIE ~IH CIPAL: Dean Fleming, you:r cri ticisms are 

directed towards procednre and mechanisms, rather than 

t~~ards the objectives? 

DEAlT 1i'LEI"I~TG - .'" l~ : Yes-

THE _ ~r:UCIP.ti.L: You would be in accord wi th the objecti ves 

soueht? 

DEAN FLEMDiG: I think tha t is @,'€nel"'ally true, as far 

as my ~neral impression of the Report goes. 

THER.E BEIHGNO FtL THER QJJESTIONS, DEAN FLEIUlG 

RETIRES FR01.: IRE ROOU. 
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THE PHI tJC I FA L: Pro f e s sor Hu~ re s, we ar a s tru !lq1in~ 

with this Report of the Co~it tee on whioh you served, 

and we would be ~aIY grateful if you WJuJd g-ive us your 

vi a ws on this Rep ort. 

?ROJ!"'. HU1HE S : 'ie1 l~ sir, I ~ke it, you don't Wa.D t a 

lengthy stat,emen t. 

TH@ PR! nCIPA..."t: No. I thi nk if y ou cri.ve us your vie'lfs 

in 2:9:1eral it .... i 11 be ::Llf fi.e ien t, r,n d then, trere 'lfi11 

b3 some questia.1s from the rrembers of the Committee \'tith 

res re c t to c er +'8. ID TOO, t te rs to whic h re ferenc e ha s be en 

lID. de. 

PRO I. RU}HES: Well, _ r. Princippl s.r:d gentlemen, the 

Report seems to me to be, humanly speakin~, an honest, 

faithful "Jnd fairly conplete picillre of the Protestant 

Edunation f:Wstern in Quebec. I think it may be cls.irred 

tha t, without exception. my colleagues were all dis

lnterested and animated rrerely by tre aesira to f5et at 

tm truth, and present an acrura te aocount of the si

tUation. as they saw it. 

I th in k a s tuiy of the p er so nnel 0 f the 

Co::rrPi tt ee is pra tty con ID ~ ing- on t rF t s core, Ir. Cha i rmsn " 

You. h,:;ve the Cl)[>ir rmn, 8. distincruished Scottish education-

ist, with e~rerierre of a.dvantaa-e to educational administra-

t ion, a man \'tho he s mo ved ab out and IJIlho 118 shad the 
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Opportun ity of travelin~ Camde. from coe. st 1:0 coast 

and s peaking' with eouc ation leaders ID every P:rov mce. 

Re was the fir s t eciuc Flt ionis t in h i.at 0 r.y I I beli eve, 

to 1.)!'fI:I1'l. ize a complet e sturW of the intellif"ence of 

the wh ole ch lId pro blem of an ~T na t ion. Ehen VI e he ve 

a country doctor I MO knoVtS rural ~uebec and has served 

on S~oOl Board s for rm ny years, and now du ly ap po in tod 

to the uebec ssociation of Rural Boards. . e have an 

Anglican bishop, educated in New Zaalood Bm EnO'lan d, 

with some 6"'qleIience as a school rre ster and university 

exper ie m e as dean I and la tterly has ha. d a very wid e 

exPe rienc e in th3 1 P..T 12'er sec ti OrE 0 f the Pro v mc e , 

havinp" tr.'3..velec throusrn soctiore smb as 1aspe. I~abrador 

andt.he . IaRdalm Isloods. He has aillr9:e knowledge of 

IUral Quebec. Then ~e h8ve a chart. accOClnt~ from 

this city. with financial experience in ?:€I1..::ral 8.nl 

particularly, educational finance, h8vlnP..' served fOr 

some years on tJb.e finami ru. side of tm City schoo] 

edue a tion. We have mo th er f inane 181 man als U I 

assi .3tant crener a1 !'!lam ~er 0 f one Jf the ban ks, and very 

00 mpetent in the t field. and able to ~iv e us so me guidance. 

Then, a retir ed ehief lnsfector of schools, "'ho has had 

Vi tde (nq:erieno e as a t ea ch er a:J d admin ist re to r, also in 

public Service of a more p'enerru kind, havm'l been a.n 

':1 ld CnInn in 0 ttawa, a ma.n who is free from pe dant ry. 

ite have tvo women alumni of :101111, one, supervisor of 

the Junior lied Cross, who me traveled the ~hole of rural 
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Q,uebe c and has '5iven us inval uable inform tion re'?ard

in~ ~eogrAph ID condi tio ns, anD vho kDCM s "the li ttla 

red school hOllS en insid e out. The oth er WJ rmn membe r 

is a rxaster of Arts, vtth a ron now at school and in 

tm Uni versi ty t 'IdlO is ~ ticu larly C omret ent to st udy 

., question of Fremh ill schools. Then ",e had the 

head !'!'9ster of one of the 'two p.:reatest private schools 

of C8n~da, a ItTA,dtlatt? of xford, with e .. -tensive eXfSrience 

with Cant! d isn ednc- ation • We re ve lrQ Heney, a youn~ 

'11ember of the 3ar of ~ion:treal', a Rhodes scholar, who 

m s done so rre se hoo 1 tf19 S terin~ • 

That. I 1h in k, is 8 gllar ant ea 0 f 'the d is

interestedness and oompetence of t::le roomoors of the 

Committee, am I think the Re:port is ,,.hB.tone would 

expect froms. body of that kind. I think it waS an 

hone s t e ffo rt to fri v e the c it !.zens of ~uebe c the truth, 

and I thi nk, humanly sp3sking. they have succeeded. 

TH~ PRINCIPAL: Did each men ba" of Y Jur Commi ttee 

see '=l1d study the r~ort befere it was printed? 

PR OF • HU~HES: Yes. I th ink I o1)crht to say that the 

part of theReport we sie:ned is Chapter 19, "Conclusions 

and Reeo mmend l3,ti 0 re "t pa ~e 26 6. 

DEAN BRITTAIU : Yon dia not see am sjg:n all tre I!I!IH!BlBlbody 

of the :!1ep ort ? 
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PI{)li!. HTJ,}H~S: No, we u id not si pon the body 0 f tro 

Repor t, but -...e sa. w it in galley pro 0 f be fu - e b a n~ 

finally prin ted t 90 tha t every ~m oor 0 f the Survey 

Committee had the opr-ortu!1ity of seem!! the Report. 

:rH.EPRIl~CIPAL: Dia they have fue opportunity of 

'critlcizin~ the :':eport, or attempting to TOOdify the 

bOdy of the R ort? • ep . 

PID"F. HU1HES: The Cm irmn left di8cretion~,IY pO' era 

14:> ·the Secretary of the C01..1nci1, Ur. Heney. to correct, 

in C'.0nsultation ~ifu. his coJ.learues, and clmr up 

anyth in~ that miC" ht c 911 for CJ r:rec ti on, or whic h 

COUld be 00 tter worded. to cive a more eX'lct 9l1d 

reI ia.ble pictur e. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Was that oPfOrtuni~ taken advant9.f?:e 

of? 

PROF. HU}HES: Yes. Ther e werG correotions that were 

ca:rri ed ou. t . 

'rlIE P~INCI?A.Ij: Corre~tions made in consultation with 

the tu] 1 Commit te e? 

PIDF. li1J1HE S: Yes. 

'ili~ PRHiC I PAL : All the lWmb fJ' s of the CO!1l:nittee who 

were a.vaiJsb le? 

ffi 0111. mnHE S : It \}la s do ne in t:ri s '1my: The ge lley pro of 
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and any member 

sheets Vlent to every memb ,.rr- of the Commlttee/Vlho had 

info r '"It tl on, he pro d to edit. It miQ'ht be that a. Cha ir-

!!an of a sub-co mmi tte e \'iOU 1 d send in to t re s ee re tary 

sug O'est ions for emendJ:1. tion. 

}lEE PRINCIPAl .. : These roodifl.cations were not appl'Oved 

by the who le Comml tte e ? 

PROP. HU3-HE S : No, the s 00 ret r.ry had power to ~ ss on 

sU~~estion of that kind. Ther e Vt ere cases whet' e he 

did consult th:l other n:embErs by te1C¥'hone: I was 

Consulted myself. Ar. Hepburn, on P3!!e Xl. of the Pre-

face, at the end of the seo(J'] d para~raph, says: 

"The Rerort is th3refore a cOr.1.pilution. For the form 

in tJfhich it is CB.st, and fer its actual oont rots, I 

must and do tl"~ lo!B fu 11 J'es ron si b il i ty "'. 

I thi'1k it Is importoot to no+;e another 

po int. On paa' e IX of t re Ere ialJ e, R. t the en d 0 f 

par 99'r Bp h :3: "By se iz ~ ev)ry 0 prortunity, the 

Com>nittee w.cl1eeded in vis itin~ over a hundred schools 

situa te d in many di fferoot par ts of the Provin c en. 

So, our infoTrm.ti on is wholly from pro ofe and too 

eiG9.minati Olm of 1h itne sses, thou~h 'lte Q'Ot a ~ood de~l 

from the~itnesses. A great rrejoritu of the facts 

1.'as given tS f re e. 'xher e VI ere so rre e -,coapt ions. In 

tile Ca.se of the e xc epti on s, VIe co 111d draw ou r ovm 

con <i usi on s. 
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1HE PRInCIPAL: The members of the Prote s-r.ant Committee 

were cooeu lted'? 

PROFE83at HUJHES: Yes. 

TEE PRnWIPAL: All the members of the Prot.e stant ComrJit tee? 

PROF. HU1HES: Every one of t m m had an oppo rtun i ty of 

expre ss in g himsel f. 

THE PRInCIPAL: Did so:ne of them not take advantarre of 

the oPI-'O rtun ity ? 

ProF. HU~HES: I think I am correct in s['iyin~ th'3.t 'We 

di d not have an oppor tuni t y ID c msu It every one. fha t 

is my imp re sd on. 

IHE PRIlICIPAL: Have you an~Tthin~ fUr ther you WJuld li1.e 

pro:". litJ}HES: No, exoept that the Report, asa ";'01e, 

ha.Ill s 10 gether; it ls a unit. I th ink that has breen 

broug:ht out ve:ry Vlisl1 on page 226, peraCZ'raph3 2 and 3. 

JR. am RIE: I su ppos e you at t8.clke d the pro blan in a 

critica.l fra.me of mind ra.trer than c811~ our attention • 

to the ~od th:1n gs am the irnprav eOB nl8 that too k piece 

in the 18 s t ten ye er s ? 

ffi OF. HUG-HE S: Well, we fel t that .... e were not called 

Upon m mnd out bou que ts I and we t rled to vi ew the 
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wh ale p'o b mm ob je ctiv e ly, on the a s eumpti on that thi s 

sys tan, 1 i ke every oth er, is imper f ec t, and th at our 

duty was to examine it as dispassion tely &s possible, 

and Ri v e our !,)ic tu re of it ">Dd su ~es t 1 ines 0 f B dvance

JTen t • 

DEAN IE:tESSURIl4JR: In this visItation of a hundred 

schoOls, it w ~ a sub-co:lll.'littee ille.t visited the 

schools, or was the wo Tk divided among '!'rou[6 of tm 

tn3. :in Commit tee, each ?-'TOUp vis i.tin Cl di ff erEt1t 100a1-

it ie s? 

PROT'. HU1HE S : Ba th v; a~ er e c arr i ed ou t. ".rha:- e was 

a stag:e at \~hich we aid divide; some of us \ltent to 

Rich mond and Drummond vi Ue, other s to Bro me Jonn ty area. 

So 9 in tha t 'Way we VI er e 00 le to co v er mo:re ~ound tha n 

Co uld have been covered oth(I'wise. 

DEAN LE ,~SSURIER: HCM lon~ s. time woul d on e spend 

work in!r like t ha. t - - m,1.rd 1y rno le than pe. rt 0 f s d ay in 

each scho ol-? 

PRO • HU1HES: Th9t 'Would depmd on thesize of the 

school. In so re lerp-:e one s, we would spend more time, 

but it Was quit e suf fie ient to ~i ve us a clee.r and 

reliable picture of the situation as a Vlh ale. There Vlere 

Plrts of the Prov:kl Cle, i}aspe, for example - there, Vie 

hl d to depe n d on the s pec ial know ledge of pea pIe 9 like 

rIre. Shaw. Had we ha d unlimited time, 'We ~ ould have 
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~n e ilr the r • 

THE fRUTC IPAL : hy "as the time li'll it ad to 120 days? 

MR. CORR 'rhe fifteen thoueam dolle.ra, r suppose? 

IF. OF'. HU,}HES: Yes. 

DEAN B RI T r AI U : nd th e i nab ili ty of th e Ohai lman to 

g:e t a V/8;J In de fin i tel y • 

?ROF. HU~HES: 

to that ti me. 

Bo ard fOr that 

Yes but the 1 imit!'iti on was ciroumscribed , 

He asked for a le ave 0 f absence from his 

ti ITB • 

JIBE ?RI!r cr PAL: ~ ent le men , is thfr e anyth lng YOU, 'Woo ld 

1 ike Prof es sor .rim-he a to a. npl ify ? 

.DR. '/~OODHEA..D: I \"I8S wonderinp: whether Professor 

Humes wou2d want to criticize any of the details 

\,.hich app ea r in the Rep ort - any cases on which he 

found reason to chan!?'e his mind. 

PROF. 1iU1HES: It is 'Pit e possible that s o:ne critioism 

of the Report m:iQ:ht have 'te en :md e VIIithou t re '9.ching m:;r 

ear. If e.ny point \'tere sP3cified, it miq:ht belp mew 

an d r will t ry iD be a s f:rs n k ti S po S si b le. 

I wou ld like to kruw this: Amon~ 

the schoOls that you visited, w8s1he school for teachers 

at ,IcDonald Oolleo:e. I wou 10 li'ke to knOVl ho" m.ny of 

the \"irole Committee vis ited IcDonald Colle!7.e School for 
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:i1eache ra, am IS rtic iIB. ted in the inyu try at the t 

POID t ? 

PRJF. HU1BE S : Mr. Chairmen 9 Dean 3ri tt gin \,.ou ld 

prob3.bly InJow the facts bet ter. I will gi ve the facts 

as fsr as I have them. I am the on Jy !'OO mber, cm nee ted 

\"'Iith .lc:}il1, on the Survey Committee. I 1hou~ht it was 

my duty to take Dr ... Pu trra n out on a cour tesy call. On 

that Occasion, I recall. that Olr conversation dealt 

\"4ith ::JcDoo&1i College ase. vh ole, inc1udirg A~riculture9 

Scienc et e to. 1 fe 1 t thflt t as a PUll ber 0 f .A:cf} 111, on 

the Survey Committee, I h8l to do that - courtesy 

deIIS.nded no less, prudence dermnred no mOle 9 and I took 

no further ~r t t e:'tcept ins:>f ar as the g:,tual e"'{'amination 

of the witnes~es armnd the ta.ble. 

'lBE PRUT C I P AI,: Do you kn 0'11 the e"rl en t to wh i ch the 

mElIl.bers of the Oommittee vis ited McDonald Colle~e'! 

?ROF. liU1HES: Subje ct to co IT ection by De~ Bri tt am. t 

my reCOllection is that Dr. Put'Ian w~t out on tho or 

thme occasions, &ld I cannot reoall vtlether the 

Ohair man VHn t ou t or no t - I bel lev e: he d, id. 

mE PRINCIP~ Or 9 any of the 0 th El" fiElD ber s? 

PROF. RUGHES ~ I am no t su re VIM therIr s. S ha VI Vi ent I or 

no t, but I bel iave she did. 

DEAN BRI TT AIN: Mrs. She.VI came out Wit h the C hs.l zm g} • 
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The'y just looked th.i.r:g s over, and had tea, and VIi e 

had tram !llget the 1Edical officer am the health 

inspe o tor • 

rHE FRIU Cl PAt : Mn the witn as ses, from th e Sch 0 01 

for Tea<ifuers, appesred before the Committee, ,,,ere they 

~iv en every op['or tuni ty to expre ss th ei r v i (]If ? 

ROP. HU,}HES: I thi nk it is t me and fa ir to SJ:lY thet 

the Ohs ir man Eh OVle d unusual pa ti enc e an d inte Jl i gan ~e 

in hm.ring the witnesses. Even witness VIas !tiTan full 

OPpor1:unity to say everything he 'iant 00, rot merely by 

onswering questions, but b:'7 statements of his ovm. 

I have a very c~ear impression of that 9.S a feature of 

tile in quiry, 9l1d 1 am s ati sUe d the t t he \"ii tne sses 

fro m ivlcDQn f3.Jd Colla p:e were no except ion. 

TH.b; PRINCI PAL: Is ther e a. VI rit too tr9IlS crip t of the 

tes timon y? 

PROF. HUGHES: Ther a is no verbatim tre.nscript, but the 

-sec re tar,y li 8S pr es~mfj, of cour se. 

DEAN BRIT 11Ar IT: Did anybody t but Dean Laird t ql.l~ s ti on 

the VI:it ne ase s? 

PROF. HUQH~S: Ther e we s only Dean En tt ain • 

DgAU BRIT'rAm That \'Ias abou tjf in arc es i that is all. 

PROP. HUGHb:3: As far ~,S I am aware p there Vias no desire 
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expre ssed, by memba:" s of fue s ~aff of icDon ald Col1e~ep 

for a hea rin&". Had it b eEll expres sed, it 'lioo Id have 

boon rea-di ly ~ranted. 

HE PRIUCI PAL: Do ;you consi der the Prom stant Commit tee i 

as recomm:mded, 00 re ... vague and cumbersome? 

PRO::l. HU1HES: 1 th i:l kit depend s en how it fun ctions. 

If it doe S its work bv sub-corr.m1ttees, 1 don't think ., 

it would 00 too curnbersoIOO. I think tre number of the 

comm1 tt ees is pre tty well d tl termine d by the number 0 f 

th e Ca tho lic Y\ii~ of the C oune 11 of E du ('8 ti on. 

DEAN BRITl'AIH: There is a considerable number here, 

MO ar e not ne rnber s and - he.d no vat ID ~ P ri v i le ~ s • , 

l'hev are ad d it iO{l..al to tt e number permitt ed"? 

PRO~. HU,}HES: Yes. Six, if 1 rem:m b sx ri&" ht. 

D"'~I,T BRIT ":'IJ. A.ThT : t' i --..:1 
Uh1 .\:.! Ther e 'Ii as cri 1 c srn IlLlU e. We Vf ere told 

tha t the Co mmi t te e 'Ii as rois led by the naroo 0 f the 

assoo la ti 0 n, whic h repre sent 6 only a ver; few of the 

School Boa.rds. 

PR F. HtnHES: I thin k this is a body of fairly recent 

!!ro Y\i th • I t ha d t:> be taken in to ae IJJU n t an d recogn iz ed 

tha.t it VHHl the only baiy representin g rural school 

boards, as cautrasted with the "reater 1{ontreal Boards. 

We had to teke '3 ccount of tMt. 8!l d o-ive it rep:resent-

ati.on~ ood, in vie'N of tre very scattered area invoJved, 
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DR. i 0 ODa~AD: In this r epr asen t9. ti on of thre e. was 

not the t ba sed on the idea. tllat ther e V!ou' d be a ne Ifi 

SJ. b-div ~s ion :)f te rritory. 81]0 the Boo rds would be 

pro pe rly repre s ant ed? 

PROF. liU3-HE3: Yes 9 the presumption 1s that this Board 

is of groVl inQ,' in flue re e, and i 11 due oour se it r!13y 00 

expec ted to cover the mole Provine e. As Dr. Wo 0 dhe ~d 

says. ther ~ wa.s a pro posal to Jr~aniz e the vho le of 

tm Province, outside of :J.ontrea1 9 into diE tricts, and 

in t:1is oro-s.nization the Associetion of Protestant 

Seh 001 Board s would play an ine :re9.S ed per t. I thi nk 

it shou]d bereco~ni§edthet it w~s very i"1~ortant to 

rdve represErltfition to typim 1 roTel dist riots. 

THE PRIUCIP.AL: Did you ~ive consOerati on to tre re

distri6(iJ.'lQ' of the erea visited - thedivieion of that 

area. in to di~hte en dif feroot dis tricts. as I recollect 

it, ou tsid e of Hont re al Dist ric t 4' 

PROP. BD}HBS: Dr. Put man's p18nlll was :;;u bmitted to us, 

and to that 6"{tent. we are respon...cd ble for it. His 

plan ls made to be alas tic; it just gives a tent at iv e 

initial fra'ne up, am provides for subseQuent revision 

al on~ the line s of e ctul3l 6x,P3rienc e. The th in~ \'Ia.s 

d m eve ry C8 refu lly. and in con suIt ~rti on Vvi th !1rs. 

Sha. \~ and othe r S I vb 0 ha.ve int i 'Ilat e kno le d ge. and 
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Q'e09:raphra 1 km led?'e t 1::e sed 00 transport. 

rHE PRlIrC I P.4L: Doe s my of the Commi tt e e fa el it might 

beadvis!:ble to [lsk Prof. H~hes hoY! tre Committee mada 

its d etaile d e xamim ti on of "the subs ta.m e of teacher 

train lIP: .. adminiE trati on of teacher t rainin9'? 

IROF. HU3-HES: You re'::-fer to the section on finaroes? 

'J:!E PRINC I PAL Cha.pte r If. 

PRO i'. HTJGRES: That ?vas do ne partly by h3brin g the 

'hitnesses and consideri~ the beiefs t Bm actual visits 

to the t rei nin ~ c ant res. 

~.dE P:EU HJ I PAL: 'vere br ia. fs su bm! t t ed fro ID .{C oneW 

COlle~e. or from the School for -reachers of !·{cDonald 

COlle~e? 

IRo "=' . HDiHES: . cDon a.Jd rna. tena 19 if I re;re mb er right i 

Was incorpo l!: ted in the McGill bri ef. 

DEAN BRIT 1'.A1N: Yes. I th:in k ean Laird ~ave the 

Committ ee thet infor mation in a rnernorand UCl present ed 

ye sterday. 

PROF. HU,}HE~: lW impre S si an is tha t 9.11 th e :m mb er s of 

th 9 Cornml tt ee p'ot ihl s rremoranlU m. 

THE PRI!ICI PAL: 1 rYe W 100 nIl fl1':lmbers of the Com:lit tee 

read it . 
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rR{L' . HU,}HES: I Cl3n !:lI.SVter for nwself. I read it, 

and I a'Ilpretty certain, if the other :members of the 

Comi ttee g' et it, they read it. Hum nIy speak ing t 

I am certain they P'ot it. 

THE PRIU Cl PAL : On the basis chi efly ~ I pre SUC1e, of 

this pr es ent at i on by Desn Lair d, the C ommi tt ea formea 

.its opinion a.s to the curriculum of :J.cDonald Oollege? 

PROF. HU1 HE S : Par tly, and par t Jy on t m e vi dene e eu b-

mi tt a d by Dr. Put man, ~. s a r esu It of h is v i si t s. 

DEAN LBUBSSURIER: What do you thin k of the ve. 112 e of 

this Inte 111",e nce Test? Is it an at tempt to evaluate 

the intel1 ige re e of MeDonal d. as co llP8.r ed with ~ej.ill 

~m e Is e?lhare? 

PRO}'. HU1HEG: I arn rot \"edded to fuis test. I think 

e. cer tain skeptic is m 0 f fu. e mEt rumea ts is always help-

ful. 

DEAN LEtlBS3DRn:R: Do you think it is scientifically 

conduc ted? 

PROF. HU1Hb~S: To the extent that the test useo Vias 

reput ab le, wit hou t daub t, Hnd to the e 1: te nt that it 

W ·~lS ha re s tl y do re, a~ain, I R.m e er tain • 

DEAN LEl'.1ESSURI..ffi: But. r. Hepburn. who had such exper-

iane e with testin Cl' ovar the Viho le 0 f Sco t1&.nd, '~9.S he :;;; , . 
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not somewlwt critioal of this pe :rticu 1ar item? 

PROF. ifU1HES: Car tain 1y, /:l.S far as one should be 

critical. I am ~ure he y>ould srlve wei~ht where it 

m ou d be 9:' iven, and 'JI)O uld :nake t re nec es sary 

reservati on s. as Dr. Put man did. 

DEAN 331 T TAll~: On paste 188, TA e rea d: ",'ihen full VIe i2'h t 

is given to these quslifyinR' co roi t 10 re, it can S€.till 

00 said thet th.e in1.uiryrevea13d~ teyond a doubt, 

that an at tempt is ooin R' mad e in the .scho 01 far 'rea-chers 

at • .fc Don nld C :) J 1 eg' e, to mak e 1:e:--aac he: S ou t 0 f y}U ng !::le n 

and v/oman who are of less than averaG"e intelliR'ence". 

PRCF. WJRES: My readin~ 0 f pa R'e 188 .. I ren on'y r:ive 

!ItV own mt erp!"9 tRtion - I a:'D. no t roti tIed to speak fOT 

rrw CollEagues onthi s, but I think if that sentence is 

Tead i not rut of i 1s c ante xt, but 1..'1 releti on to the 

rest of the IBR'e and p8 ragraph from vlhich it is 'lE! ken 9 

it seetn:3 lretty CLear that it Le not implied the.t all 

the trainees are of less than averaC'"e .lntelliR'ence I 

but the refereme is to the sum, and I 8.'Il encoura~ed 

in that be lie f by th3 ~ faT (J)C e. on ps. ~e 226. the 

'rliddle of the pa~e. where itsajTs: "rhe meagre attain

rron ts of the stu d mt a ~ho ante r McDonald 0011& e, the 

lack of aver&t?:e abiliv in some \!'Iho aspire to be 

teacher s, tb e unwor thy prac tic sa of c artain school 

boaros 9 and the inadequacy of the ~muneration offered 

to the maj ort~ of th e te ach :in g: eta ff, ha vs each in turn 
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bean consid ered". 

That seel'lB to me to be j u It a reasona ble 

readiY]~ of tl's se tvo extracts, iir. Cl1:Iinmn. I think 

there is no qnastlonat &11 as to the ~()Jd faith of 

Dr. Put 'mIm. I. per 6 on all y. am p erfec t1 y s ati sfi ed on 

that pOin t. 

DR. WO ODHEAD: I t ha s be t'Jl br ~h t out tlB t the 

attendaooe le, st year Vias velY 10Vl, one of the lowest, 

and thos eat terd moo f i~ur e s we re us ed to ViOrk out the 

aver~e CDe t. 

PRoF. HU1HES: I can say this: I mysel f drew the attent ion 

of th e Chairman am lI\V colleague s to 1h tt f act. 

'mE lSUICIPAr.: Tmn ~ why "' [l S no rofe:renoe rJRde to ~7ears 

other than 1936 and 19371 

PROF. HU1HES: I 111 ink it S a;s • on ~g e 188~ "on this 

aVid ence reC!:ardin'! th e stud t'Jlts of 1937 -38". 

lHE PRIIDIPAL: I ViaS wond eria ~ why Vias that th e year 

sele c ted. 

PRo ~ • .Ht.nHES: BecRtlse 1hat is th e year in V'hloh we Vlere 

ihnct i on inl1 a s e. Connltte e. 

lHE PEHT er PAL : Do yll km,.. "h Y re:fe rtllce, as to kinder-

ass is tan t 3 
~arten!2 aa.:b!l~ •• Via s omi tt e d fro m tt e Rep ort? 

PRCF. HU1HES: I seem to recall a refert'Jlce to kinder-



~ar t Ell \110 rk in the r aoo 1Dmg'lQ at! 0 ne. 

l'Ha PRlN Cl PAL : 1he r 000 'llmd a. tion 1s the t kind CIrgarten 

trainin~ be rsno'\ed to JIontrea1, on the ~round that 

th ere "e re only fif t een, as I r eca 11 it, tak: lng the 

01)urs e of t rain:in ~ in f!oDo~ld col1~ e. 

PRoF. HVlHES: P~e 313, eeotlO'l 166, is th e one I have 

in mild • 

l'HE FPIUOlP.AL: l'his reoommenda.tion is on pa~e 199. 

DEA.~ BRI'!' 1'1 IN·: Complain t 1t as me. de Bb OU t kina erg;arten 

ass Is tants 
-ia:hM"a, of woh th er e was a oonsi derable number. 

PRar. BInHES: rhe:e fa1'eD3 e 1s: "'Sin(B thi s is a .el"vl~e 

~rfor med almos t tilt ire1 y on behalf ., f Uta Hon t:re al 

Distriot, it is reooTlUlmded that a PJro p!'iate training 

for kinaer~rten ~~= and dir eotors should be 

orQ&.nized. as required. by the Protestant board of 

Ew.catlon of Jreater Jiontrea1". 

DEAN BRI'1'l'AIN: I thin k complain t was :nade 1hat ~ave 

the iciea thEt on1.y fifteen students were trained, 

.. her eas ther e "er a ab out n 1 ne ty • 

THE PRINCI PAL: 'I'he q uesti on i8 why no re ferEiloe W&s 

llla de tAJ the nine ty Yha train 8e -kin der~a~ten aseiS 'an tS? 

PRo ""'. HU~E8: Kr. CmirIIBD. I lDU..:;t oonfess that I 

don 't 1..... Al.I CJI • I thi nk I can s-q on l»h alf at D\V col1e~e8 t 
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tha t t ~ acc ept; ed the post t i on th~ t the C hai man and 

Dr. Put men ha d infor!led th6ll se lv e s fUlly on ~~1 ps r t s 

of this section of the work. 

rH! ~lNCIl'AI,: What avideneedld the Commi~ae have 

before it in diCl ating t.'I1.e.t tb e man orizing of the contents 

of a book '.'as d earned to be important in the School for 

Teachers. At th e bot tom of PB.2'e 199: "It had not been 

expe" ted the. t the readln ~ of books and th e me morizm fl 

of the ir co n 1e nt s wou Id have be an deeme d i'!lpo:rtant, 

exc apt in~o far as 'hooks ministered to t,te needs end 

desir es of yOl.1t h ". 

PR-R. HU~HES: .Ir. Cmirman . a~ain , fo!" th e salm reason, 

1 luiva no infor me:ti 0 n to ~ ffer on the t point. Coo ptar 

If) is a:> meth in~ I hava not seen, and t he same !l'P liea 

to I!ly colla a RUe s • 

THE PRINCIPAL: The Committee, in :revie~~ the oody 

.)t th e Report in oalley }l'o of, did not re an. y under

ta. ke t::> que st ion st at elIE'n 18 me,d eY 

PROF. HU'}HES: I "think, sir, by thecireumftances under 

\,hie h \'Ii e ~ere ltork in~, we had to SJ me extent to rely 

on sPeclA 1 know led2'e ot cErtain members. p.nd special 

Con tributi ons of c er"ta in Chairm8'l of su b-eo 'Jmi ttees .. 

Ther ~ Vi 8.S no other w ay f easi ble • 

j)1SA.ll lEMESSURlm: 1468 I ask ab out pa~ e 141 - the re is 
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a si'TIilar re fereme to ':l13mOT'iZID!': t et c. Can you tell 

us '.',hat is the authority for suchstate1OOt? 

Pro F. 1:ItJ}HE S : I thi nk lJIie got that p:r tly f"'om fu e .lc

'1il1brief. but not wholly fro :"!] tre Mc'1il1 brief. 

D::':Al~ LE:.L;;SSUR I ER: Ma;, I sug ~e s t tl1e t your answer as 

to Jag'e 191 shouJ d have le En the same thill5 • 

PROF. HU,}HB;S: Yes. 

DEAn LEtGsoURIER: 191 dOe s not state th ~ the tea.chers 

sh ould n:e mor 1:: e. butt 0 "'e t '"h e idea of t28 ch in ~ s tu dents 

to rmm or i z e • The e vi d snee on tha t Vias bro ~.1e-h t fo ",ar d 

by Mc'1i11 • 

PRoF. HU,}HES: Not 0 nly by Lic1i11, hut it was from other 

sour Ce s als o. 

'mE ~urc IPAL: Reeo mrmn datio n 152, ~P' ea 312 and 313. 

ProF. HU,}HE S. Do you invite my opinion? 

THE PRINCI PAI. : Yes. 

PROF. HUI}HES: 1 1hink that tr..e firs t part is strictly 

true and pr'3Ctic ~11, the t just as rrediC'Bl students have 

to walk th e we,rds, so stud Ell ts in trein i_w fo!' teachin~ 

have to famili9.rize them oolv es wi th '?!C tupl school 

CCl1ditions. Thl'1t i:: th e way it should be do m. I think. 

1 also hea rti ly end orse the s eeon done: "Thos e aiming 
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th is under dire et surer vis ion 'f 

PR0F. H1J}HES: Direct 3.1pervision, both by the school 

princ i psI ana his co 110 ag:ues in 111 e sc IDol, als 0 by 

by mysel f an d lq my c ollea~e s. 

'lllli ffilH Cl PJ..L : ])0 you fin d th s. t to 00 hel pfu 1 and 

lE eful! 

PROF. HtnHES: Yes, in ell myexperimoe of teacher 

tra.m ing for 111 e le st ei~ teal years. 

THE PRflICIPAL: It WD S th e c on cluei on of th e Commit tee 

1h at th e oa n did ate; 1br H ~ h <Jch 001 diploDB who re d 

tha.t tr8inin~ was held qm.lified'? 

PROF. HUJHES: Yes, to this extant. ive believe the 

echo ol practic e sh oul.d be done p8r tQ in the High 

Schools and partly in the (lrades with younl!or children-

we do 001 ie.., e that. It s a.ys the tat 181 at one thir d 

sho't1ld be done in Prl.malY Sohools, the f1 lSt line of 

Pi=-a 313. 

It Vt 9.S 31;: s-re s ted to us tbB. t put tin g 

them into Grades I to:m. was a.Sste o"fti1!le, but IV 

to Xl, all !'i~h t. 1 think ii19t is a Vf1l'Y sound sU!r.f':esti on. 

And the. t is the actual prac tic e in our Depert:mn t. 

DB. WJ ODHE AD: Then, this s hou Id be a.m Ell a ed, ins tead 0 f 

1 to VI. it sheu Id 00 I V to VI. 
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mE PRI ICIPAL: Of course, thl~ re ~Or'l'DI!1C 8ti on does 

m t in f.tly V\!a~7 procl ud e PT~ tioin~ in J.redes hi9.'her 

than VI. 

P?O' • WJ}HES; No. It mig-ht imply tT!.1inlm!: in the first 

three. but in a cttBI praoti<.'e it woo 1d not h"Jppen. 

D,SAll LEi.rES~'URlffi: Don't theso paJ pIe need instruction 

in the art of hmxlIi~ very youn~ children in classes? 

PROF. HtnHES: 110. I don't thi nk sc .. 

DEAll IE:.JESst~RIER: A Hillh Sohoo] diplol'll mi?'ht bo teaoh

in~ in the First '}rade? 

ProF. ffi]I}HES: It is ver.y improlR ble. 

DEAN BRIT TAIN: A COll aid erable number dla teaoh in 

Prirm.ry ~ch ools. 

PROF. HU'1HES: Yes, too t is th e ~enar el t ~d enoy. bu t 

they W) u 1 d not ""0 into 'the lower grad es of the pri mary 

schools 0 

1'he s et up of the Cor.mittee dOes not 

imply a olf ferent [YIe of tBachin~ for the firs t six 

.!!rades than 'that vi.m lized for the oth ~ ~rades. 

H9.vin~ in mind that those V'lID teaoh HIQ'h Sohool should 

hnve experiEllce in tegchi.YJg lower ?:rades. 

POOF. HmHES: Yes, beoause it is very mlpibl for a 
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s1ud ent to have some kil1d of realistic knoW\' led~e as 

to whet is 9:0 iIlg on in "the 9:rades, rod exp~ie nce 

with youn? l3hi.ldrsn is relpful. {any of t hel:! rtill 

ha. ve hid. a t le ast in the early yea rs, so me axperienc e 

in te ach in'" t Le s e ~!'a. des. 

11JiE PP.I~~ Cl PAL: As I re co Ilea t~ th ere '!.'fas so 're cri tic ism 

directed on RecommEnlr·tion 146. 

- .. - ------ Also in t:te sa!re section. c!'i tIc is~ 

of tha thi r d s ec ti 0 n, two 'lfa elm :in the 0 ODn t ry • 

PROF. HmHES: \le did mt rp.li t a fin iFh tha t "Tv.o 

co mple te wee'J1s 
centreS. 

in :ru r 8.1 amtn1n!msm" It deIBn ds on your 

defini ti on of 'rural'. It ~:Ju 1d not be a e fjn ed too 

strictly. It WOl.1'd be feasible to opere,te supervision 

fro '11 a cent::re. like La 00 ute or O}"tm to \'in , usinl?' a ?:r01.1 p 

o f ne i'?h bo rin ~ s mall soh 00 Is as Yte 11 e s s ch 0 01 s in 

6ll:::l1 country t()ol.ns. It strikes me tha t ViOuld be f'38.sible. 

And oor t h t ::ry in ~ • 

LR. WOJl;HEAD: YOt1 imply thet ther e are qu ali f i ed teachers 

in u;- JUS to\~ n • 

PH0F. HU,}HES: Yes. It is ban?: wor~ild both ways. That, 

I tlU.nk, rounas up 152. 

'LHS PF.lrTCIPAJ
JO 

~efo:re leuvia!=! 152, it mi"'ht be helpful 

if you ref l7rred to p3. "'ss 194 Md lc:f> of the Report, in 

WhiCh -re .L erenc e is rm de to div is ion of the stu dents in 



-45-

three I5rouPS, eto. Do YJU roneur in that, Prof. Hu~hes? 

PROF. HU1HES: I see!l) reason "hy it would not ba 

feasible. Ther 13 a.re objections, and one is nom d in 

the Rep 0 rt it self .trou pe, tor e:mm ple, he d to start 

ita aott'l.91 teach5.n~ be ibre reoeivinll any theoritioal 

traininP.'. That ie an obje.otion, but trore aee:ns no 

"ay of ~ettinp: ar ound it bey and th e fa et tlE,t so I1B 

VIIork mip"ht be done vdth them, p033ibly, during' \lleek-

wd s. In any case, it is ooly to re th le e Vi eeks • 

and in the first three weeks of school pr.sctice. there 

i S a ft) 0 d d e 91 ,) fobs erVH ti on • 

ruE PRINOIPAL: So, this !rerely amplifies the present 

II'actioe of provid:ing for ol:eervl:ttion in rural or 

se'll i - ru ra 1 co L1J.l'!lln i ti ea. If 'theT e is any cri t 10 Is m 

to be l811 ne he d a p'ains t this per tic u 1 ar pro oedure • it 

Ca] be directed with equal force a~a.ins t 1he present 

prao tic e. 

PR)'P". HUQHRS: Except tm t, und er the p 1"00 edure su l"2'eate d 9 

students rerort to the hasp ital. 

DEAN BR[ T TAlN: Do you knCM of OOY plac e Viher e this 

OOUld be done to take one till rd of the ftud El1ts where , 

they COU 1..d ] i vs or whe re soho Olsfoou Id ao 00 rmd at e the!Il? 

Is there any rurAl centre where this oould be worked out? 

POOP. H.'t.nHE S : I 6 ee ro r eaSOD why so meth in~ 0 f the kInd 



-46-

shJuld n;:>t be at t€I!lptad in Bro'1E' County. fo!' e:"{amp1e. 

DEA:f BRIT :rAn~: One 0 f the 1}}?n MO knOIi S tha t Cou nty 

say's they CJU 1 d not b ef!in t 0 t~tke t h '3 number 0 f stu d en t s 

in Brorne Covnty, and tre schools th~ e, outside :>f 

Knol,i·1 ton , are v~ry vd.d e ly spre e d, 31ld i":; v. olll' reuni re 

trensp ortation. ~md for rll'schanica.1 r eaSOrE it could 

DJ t work out, even if the 10 ·'!l.1 sch.mol 30ardo would 

consent. the \'fOrk to 00 interrupted by such 8. largos 

in flow of teachers wou Id b3 an objectioo • 

.PRV~'. HU}HES: A q'l)d oea1 dep'3nds on the definition 

of "ru"" a Ill. Trer e is e1 so so:re pro v iSi on in Sect io n 

153, pEP'e 313. The difficul ty raised by lJee.n 3rit tllin 

is !ireal one. 1 t is dif ficu It tA) impos e a hea vy 

lOfld of stud ents on my one school. 'le hsve, for 

exam pIe, in my own l)epar t:te'l t 0 f ~du ca ti on - ~e have 

been priv iIe~ed to use :.{oDooo1d Higoh School for this 

purpo se. 

DEAN BRl. 'rTAIN: l'hey are u sed to th At, out th ere. 

The po int I m?k e is, I a m de fin i tel y sure thar 0 is not 

one centre in nnTa1 ~uebe c MEre such 9. scheme could 

be 'h orke d ou t whEr e th er e a re enou~h s choo Is clo se 
• 

enou~ t02'e1ile r and of su fficien t size to 8.ccornmodats 

stud ents li ke the t • 

PRo ""'. HU1HE '); I fin d it very har d to bel ilJV e th Rt a :!Bn 

11 J;"e Dr. Pu tITan, ~it h suo h wid e expar ien ce 9 '11011 1 d have 
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sponsored this screme unless he was satisfied that 

it cau:d b e \'tor ked. 

l'HE B=tIUCIPAL: Is tihis procedure followed elseYihere in 

the Dominion ofCan,da? 

PROF. HU1HE3: I ~annot tell, but my p"uess is tmt it is. 

We Used to do it in South Africa. and 1 see no reason 

why it oou ld not be doo e in Cam da. 1 t is done in the 

O)d Cou ntry. 

'rHb;,PRINClPAL: Of rourse, conditioY2 there are differ

ent. 

DEAtl atI T fAlll: Is there SIly part 0 f Ca.nada whioh re

qutres as large a po'tion of ti IJS for praotb a.l teaching? 

Is there an y plac e in Canad a where tha t pro portion of 

teaching exists? They recommend increasim the prACtlcal 

teachi~ t:> one third. Do you thin k thet i~ feasible? 

PROF. H~1}HES. I see no reaSQ1 lIIhy it would not be. 

D~AN BRll'TAI!f: Do you krow s ny pIa ae \'Iher e it is 

done in Canada? 

IHE PRr JCIPAL: This questi on that you rais e, Dean 

Brit ta,in, is closely a tfi lia te d wit h the 'Iu est! an arisln ~ 

out of the s en1e roe in the middle of p;ge189: "It is 

admit teG that the 1; im e of t J8. ining is all too brie f and 
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too t ,uebe c is end eavorin q to do in one Y(fi r what 

cannot be e chieved by other s choel sy stelIS in less 

thin two or eVErJ thr ee years". WhRt is the period 

af traininQ' in other provinces? 

liEAli ffil T rA IN : une r far • 

~F. HU'JHES: I think tm t is tba ~e neral peri od. 

Does that refer, not onl_y to the period 

of techniml teacher trainim, but +1J the 8'llOUnt of 

~enerA1 etiucntion - I tman, we take pEOple out of thl 

ninth Jrade - is that IOller than el.se~h9re? 

PF:OF. HU'1HES: We take tlpm out of the tooth !lrade and 

not out of the ninth. It is certainly lower than 

an yth ine- I kmw. 

DEMf BRl :rrAIIT : SOIre pr ovinc es take t ll3m as 10\'1 as 

lr&de IX. Ne" Brunswick used ~. 

THE PROle rEAL: Will not S 0 me rIamber of the Commit tee 

ask prof assor du~he s a bout the re co 'll:"'1.enU ations in 

Seotions 143, 144, 146, 151, 147? 

Do YJU know that tt:~achers in '1asp~ 

~et from twe to thTe e hundred dollar s A. yea r? 

PInF. ID'1HES: :lay I a9:a.in recall the s tatarrunt on pa!l9 

226 whe~ it is reornrnized and emphasized that tm 

qu eat i on )f r anunemti on is to nd amen tal. 
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THE PR_H_'f.!"!_P'AJ... ."""".,.. e l ' "' .... )t h erot' t-i n '" l d 
~ - - < -~~ ~ ~ :l._ ' ( '" . .156 ... . ) . \,.iOU ~_ one 

find. :->r i~ there eveihlbJe, a St' pply of te80her s qual-

ified to ~get the rft th:r ri~ id specitioatlons in the 

Fren ab. 1 'm ?Ua S!' e in thi s Prov i n ne ? 

PROF. HU~HES: Thet is th e d itfioul ty "e fin d. When 

1IIe ~ et r. 1:ud E!'lts fro ID the other prov i noes in MO!}ill, 

we a:Mays VI,.;,rn them 00 1h at point and reconmendthat 

th ay ::10 into a F~~ h 'home. 

mE ERUrO r PAL : 
.. 

But istha:";), do you think, available 

a s ll p ply of 'tea<.iler s, othl"!r\'ih~ e Q. va llfi ed L'l t;: very 

re ~ le c t. Incl udi n ~ th e t of meetin g th e ril! id or very 

hiAA d ermn de m th is Prav 1 tr e \lit h re spec t to Frem hY 

PROF. HtJJHES: It w:mld v~ry t :-om provio/J9 to province, 

New Brnns'lIfiok is more hlJ.inf"Uf:l than th e other provinces. 

DEA..."l BRI TrAIN: And NeVl Brnn sVt iak t eR-cher s 00 min~ from 

ar.w but FrEllOh sohools, woold be just like the o1ber 

~OVino es. 

_ m :~ PRINOI PAL: So ths3 t, the r~ a.1 ans" er to 1h 9 objeotion 

ra,jeed ag 8.inst Reoomrnem ."ltione 143 and 144, is tm. t 

Gr~1.de Xl should bl3 rID.de p<va11r..b le in the (}aap~ area. 

DEAN 9RlTTAlN: I rrent10n C}nsp~, just as an example. 

PROF. HID-RES. Before Vie len ve the t p:>int t I vvEh I 

CO:' ld belit:1ve th-3 t the te9chars in the Prov in:oe ot 
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",u ebeo d.id m9.S te r French. 

l'HE P RUT C IE A!. : riF t is 'the a.ssu mpti on on wbi ch cri tic ism 

is ba.sed. You r~i6e SOrE doubt then about the superiority 

of the tea.chers from ",'t1ebec, over teA-cbers from other 

pro vi nc es, in 1he rm.t ter of the! r q tB lif i 00. tion s to 

te ach Fre roh • 

PROF. HU:;HES: Yes, I ar.l Bfrald I am oO!1pellBd to 

accept that view from th e evid OOce received. 

lYEAU BRIT7AI!I: Of rouree, in most provinces, they don't 

start FrEllc h nnti 1 Hig-h 3cho 01. Here, the y st art in 

the thir d grade. 

1'HE P?IlJC It> AL: Vi e wi 11 now tllbl Rec ornrnem 9t 10 n 146. 

DEAU LKJES3JRIlP.: Suppos e I !:I. sk th is quest ion, as to 

the con sla t ~c y of re co mmem ati on s 146 an d 151. In 

151, the presnmptl vD ie. the t stud EI'lts wOO trajn for a 

Hip.:h School d iplorm. and W10 'Ili:"ht a 19.) be empl·,)yed in 

!l'rades under the Hisrh School, d1~11 hGve in Unt"l'ersity 

tram ing a broad p'ene ral cour se of t rainiM: in the 

~roup of subie~tl!l ",hi ch thEW pro PJse to teaoh, and then, 

'" 

in 146, it s~clfies that the minimt1m cpalification 

sha1 1 be ;m!l'lish, r!B therm ti OS and s C tEll c e. In view 

of the fact ti'l..at many teaohers who RC to srmll SChools 

Vlill have to rdve instructions in tlB classics, etc., 

is there not an incollB istemy, or, is th1s reduction 

in the numl:er 0 f qual ifl 08 t ion s not a d ange !'Ou.s thing 
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to do in the ?re sent est "l.bl is hrrent ff 

PROF. HU1HES: I thin k the s eelling inoona is t€flcy arises 

from the fact that 'lfe need in 1his Provinoe, two types. 

e ne ed ~en:ral pra ctitioners for sm 11 in 1erme aiate 

sChools, and th en, for th e lar J'!ar city schools t a cor ps 

of s }:acjallsts. i,e have to take both needs into account, 

it Seems to rna, pirticu1srly in view of the movement 

tCM ards cons 01 idat in g. 

DEAN LE '!ES&JRlER: You are 'Aholly in sympathy, then, 

wi th the re duc ti on in requi re ~EIl "8 • 

PROF. HU1HE S : I am, be O!.US 9 it se g1J3 tome. rathe r 

th!ll have rig id r Et <Jl iTe !!.Bn ta of c er t atl S('9 de ruic 8U b -

jeots, as we bevenow, it Y()u1dbe batter to have tm 

sohoo1 and the Bo~r ds ~:kB thei r own choice in the 

~tter of su bjects, e ooordin~ to the needs, ~d t.he 

00 urSes taken by th e alP lice nt. 

lHE PRINCIPAL: But, it is alle~ed th8t under that 

system of rur .91 schools there ~oul d not be av a.ileble 

a sUfficient supply of comy:etent teachers to meet the 

de~nd s. Is tbet oorrect ? 

Pro ~'. HTJGHE S: As a Ill3t tar of ataot p we are openin ~ the 

dOors to other f~1..Culties and tapJinv new sources of 

ree rui troon t Ylhich will tend to me at all deman d s -

take fer example the 00 'Die si on 0 f ~e. dua tea .in A~ricul ture -
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'Ve sha II ne ed people compe tent to teach rural science 

and here we have a supply to meet that demand. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Vlha t a bou t the teacher qualified to 

teach all ordinary courses? 

, 

PRO::';>. RUGHES: Actually, we Vlould have a supply to meet 

that demand, who have taken this course for their B.A. 

DeGree. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: In A.gricul ture the students take as 

mUch English as they do in Arts; two years in Arts and 

two years in English. 

TH~ P?JNCIPAI: I was referring to the group of studies, 

English, mathematics, French, history and Science. Do 

yoU think that under these regcommendations there woUH 

be developed a sufficient supply, a supply of teachers 

trained in the broad "MM" group of subjects, suffi

Cient for the demand of rural schools where speciali

zation of teaching is beyond the pocketbook of the com

munity? 

E..:tOF. RUGHES: I think that links up wi th the questim 

o~ reorganization of Primary Education; you would have, 

1n the urban centres, Commercial High Schools, and you 

would have, in 30me types of rural schools, the Agricul

Dural High School, with a definite bias in that direc

tion. It seems to me we should have, under this 

reorgaDixation mu1ti~lateral Post Primary Education, 
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differ ent types of Pos t Primary Schools, some calling 

for Agriculture, and there should be available a simil-

ar group. of pupils taking that in future. 

THE PRmNCIPAL: You see no serious objections to these 

recommendation, taken altocether? 

!JROF. HUGHES: No. 

The number of teachers required for 

rural districts of general education, they are required 

to teach general courses. What is the relative number 

to those who probably will have specialized courses? 

PROF. HUGlffiS: In actual practice, the number of these 

teachers, in small rural areas are supplied from 

Bishop's department of Education, and they have turned 

aut an average of thirteen students annually and they 

are employed almost invarioably in that type of school, 

at the moment. 

Would that represent most of those so 

employed? 

PROF. HUGHES: Yes. 

DEAr LEMESURIER: To complete that, I think it is cor-

rect tosay there is no problem of having teachers able 

to teach latin until you reach the eighth grade; it is 

not taught before that. I think that 1s oorrect. In 

the reorganization of these three, it might be begun 

in the S .venth Grade, but even so, there is quite a lot 
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of leeway, so it does not seem necessary to ha~ every

body instructed in latin, mathematics and English as at 

present. 

DR? WOODHEAD: ;fhile it is possible at present for 

what you call a classical SIe cia list to ge t a job in a 

high sohool, under the present system, it is impossib~ 

for a SCientific specialist to get a job. 

DEAF BRITTAIN: One of our spe cialists, teaohing thi s 

year, came and took agriculture, and he had all these 

things; he applied for a license to teach High ~ chool, 

b~t he could not get it under present regulations. He 

really had considerable gifts in that 4frection, and re 

a result he is lost to the teaching profession. 

Am I right that this merely opens the 

dOor to getting soienoe specialists rather than shut

t ing the door? 

BtOF. RUGHES: Yes. 

How many teachers do you get in a rural 

high sohool? 

PROF. HUGHES: It varies. 

Five to ten or one to fonr. 

PROF. HUGHES: It could vary from two up to eight or 

ten. 

So that in practically any high school 
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there would be room for one man coming under this, 

and for another man in classical science? 

P10F. HUGHES: Yes, tha t would be the normal state of 

affairs. 

DEAl~ ~ESURIER: In connection with recommendation 

151. That seems to me to be aimed at a practice which 

Was deplored because the present Depar tment of Bduca

tion refuses to lay down the subjects that must be 

taken in the first two years in Arts, English, French, 

Mathematics, or the choice out of three out of four 

Or five. Because of that extreme specification, the 

D . o~fers 
er-artment •• ca an escape from the Honors. The re ha. '\e 

been many stul ents elec ting honors course and special-

izing unduly. TIe had the case of a student who took 

the honors course in psychology, not being quite fit

ted. Now, does this aim at the elimination of insist-

ing on a broad general course? 

PROF. RUCHES: Yes. It was felt that there was over-

direction and over-guidance there, and it was re strict-

ed. 

THE PRIUCIPAL: I rec ollect, I think, cri ticism was made 

of this recommendation, that is 146, 147, 151, to the 

effect that a degree student of a University, unless 

properly trained in teaching, was not as good and wouli 

not be as good a teacher as a non-degree student who. 

had been properly trained. Am I correct in stating 

that? 
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The impression was that that applied to 

lower credits, not to high school teaching but to 

elementary teaching. 

TEE p- O ICIPAL: Re fe l'ence is made on. page s 206 and 207 

to specialization in teacher training instruction. I 

presume this deals with a chapter vJi th which you have 

had no association? 

That is right. 

TIL:.. PR I1IC IPAL : And that you are not prepared to dis-

CUss What is referred to here? 

PROF. HUGHES: I am at your service. I don't wish to 

shirk any discussion, but naturally I would not be dis

pleased i1' I was spared that, but I do:o.'t want to re

fUse it. I am at your service. 

MR. CURRIE: .las it ever sugr estei in the setup of the 

Proestant Committee that thereshould be included a 

repres antative of the DepartGlent of Health? There is 

no Health representative on that Committee. 

PROF. HUSEES: Yes, thet suggestion was brought up; ~ 

my memory is right, it was in-cluded in the McGill 

brief, but it was felt by the Survey Committee, after 

deliberation that as we were providing for an advisory 

Skilled medical service, we could count on that. 

- If the medical services were placed, nd 
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under the schools, but under the general Public Health 

Department, it might be desirable. Do you think it 

would be desirable to put a Public Health specialist 

on the Committee? 

PROF. rWGHES: It was felt, 1.~. Chai:!.~man, that nothing 

short of an adequate medical service would really meet 

the case. The mere presence of a medica I man on the 

Committee would not be enough. 

',7oulo. it be wise to have a competent 

Public Heal.th man on your Supervising Board. of the 

Frotestant Committee? 

PROF. RUCHES: I take it that the only way of safe

guarding the quality of your service is in your ap

p·o1n tment. 

l'iR. aJRRIE: In this case, the Prdastand Committee la s 

to rely on the City; it has no health service. 

PROF. h1UGHES : It is a difficult and complicated ques

tion. 

~{E PRINCIPAL: Would it strengthen the medical care or 

students, ~vgiene, sanitary conditions, etc., if under 

the conditions assumed by Dean Lemesurie~ a public 

health person were provided for the Protestant Commit-

tee? 

!ROF. HUGBES: It might help, Mr . Chairman. I think 

the fe e ling of the Comm! ttee on the ~ilhole was that the 
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best approach was tom secure as effective a medical serv

ice as possible. 

DEAl~ LEr.lESURIER: May I take it that the course in the 

schools-- I think the course of education 1s important 

for us, ani if this plan is put into effect there will 

have to ~e some adjustment made; we will have to be 

sure what that understanding of the plan is. In these 

years of pr1mary study, three years dur ing wha t is 

called the adolescent period, it 1s cOlltemplated there 

shall be ordinary education. Tha twill inclul e all 

students Joining high school? 

PROP. HUGHES: Yes. 

DEAn LElJESURIER: In the high schools there is a difftr

entia tion? 

PROF. HUGHES: Ye s. 

DEAlT LErJESURI EH : Differ entia t10n of tho se who are go

ing to take the acade~ic course for University train

ing, and those who are studying technical subJects, 

and those seeking commercial training, and junior high 

school students leaving school more or less fitted for 

their particular task, but some will continue on, and 

then 1n the senior high schoou it Vlill be along the 

lines of academic, technical and commercial? 

PROF. HUGHES: Yes, provided you interpret the term 

TT technical" li barally, to inclu.de training for c 1 ty

bred work and technical training of the agricultural 
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kind. 

DEAn LEllEStJRIE..."'t: Technica 1 is meant to apply to rural 

development? 

PROF. h1JGHES: Yes •• 

DEAN LBlIESURIER: It mentions on page 123, "It frees tl e 

primary school from work which is not properly element-' 

ary and it gives to the senior high school a definite

ness of aim and a precision in achievement which have 

h1therto been wanting". Have you any idea wm t kind et 

SUbject is now dealt with in the primary school, which 

will not be dealt with there but relegated later to tm 

Junior high school? 

PROF. HUGHES: Yes, I think the idea of the definition 

of primary schools is to equip the child with tools of 

expression, to give him tools of knowledge which he c~ 

Use later on in the post primary stage. The whole 

thing is experimental in character. We have had varim. s 

experiments along different lines in the country; in 

the City the j~ior high school has been the subject 

of a survey. 

We had a letter drawing attention to the publ~ 

cation of the Spence Report dealing with a survey from 

the other side. It is an experimental phase in educa

tion being tried out by different nations, the teeling 

being that primary education for all Is no longer suf

ficient and Is the age of tutelage; there shOuld be 

»rovided some kind of post primary training to meet tre 
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needs of the different types of pupils. I think what 

yoU have in mind is at the end of page 125 and the 

whole of page 126. 

DEAlT LEMESURIER: Yes. I was tryinc to Get a more def

inite idea. To one who is not a student of this sub

ject it looks as if you were ~ drawing linesftn new 

places. You intend to carry on furthe r the students 

in primary schools. The presen u is nine years of school

ing. I understand under the new scheme, after the MtDftWI 

first there is primary, then junior high school. Nine 

years of schooling would be be tter than it is a t present. 

FRo::,. ffiJGHES : Yes, a greater selectivity for the dif

ferent aptitudes. 

DEAIT L....t;].IESDRIER: You sa tit is large ly e::::perimen ts, hl t 

the report says it is so successful that it can hardly 

be called experimental. 

PROF . If"GHES: ',[ell , it is definitely established that 

you have, in the teen years, different types of tests, 

etc, so that you can classify them and give them a kind 

of edUcation suited to their own particular tastes 

and gifts , with a more elastic provision for varying 

gifts. 

DEAI:T L'.IESURIER: This will cost a lot more money than 

the present arrangement, the establishment of junior 

high schools wi th a trtreefold cost. 

PROF. InIGHES: It would opera te in different ways. '.7it h 
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a small school population there would have to be three 

wings in t he same school; in the large urban centres 

there VJould be s epara t e schools for the different 

types of pupils. 

DR. VlOCDHEiill: }:.ven when you get grades there IX, X, 

XI and XII inside those sohools, you will have to have 

three different types of educationists. 

DEAIT LEMESURIER: .At the present time they carry on 

throUgh the seventh; beginning with the eighth they 

choose to take latin, etc. 

PROF. HUGHES: The feeling is that in the past Vie have 

been in error in trying to give the same type of aCa

demic education to all kinds and types of boy and girl; 

some are fitted for these academic studies, and others 

are able to express themselves in a different kind of 

education. 

How do you contemplate that selection 

will be made for these three clisses? Do they start 

differentiating at the end of th second group? 

PROF. HllTGHES: The idea is to make a study of each 

pupil riGht through the grades. 

Who makes the study and who makes the 

recommendation? 

PROF. InJGHES: In small country chools, the head teach

er. and in the city schools, the same people with the 
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assistance of vocational guidance experts, vJhose busi-

ness it :s to look into these matters. They are doing 

this in Argyle School now, \";here there is a man special-

ly retained to study the students and guide them into 

the right kind of training. 

DR •. "{OODHEAD: It begins by Grave VII, and you would not 

have definitely three classes, but that would evolve. 

RWF. HUGHES: You do with certain types of pupil, laiB 

developers, there you cannot make the transfer too 

rigid. 

THSRE BEING ITO FURTHER (,~UZ3TIOlJS, THE SESSION IS 

ADJOURnED. 

T.E.Fitzpatrick 
Official Reportfr 
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UNIVERSITY SENATE COMMITTEE HEARING 

ON THE 

QUEBEC PROTESTANT EDUCATION SURVEY REPORT 

SESSION OF JANUARY 16th, 1939. 

DR. PERCIVAL INTERVIATIED 

~ PRINCIPAL: We are very grateful, Dr. Percival, 

for your taking the time and trouble to oome here. As 

you know, the University is tremendously interested in 

education problems. 

The Report of the Survey Committee has been 

issued, and we would very muoh appreciate it if you 

would give us TOur views as to the report, particular

ly as to the reoommendations, in so far as the main 

oategories are conoerned. 

I repeat that we are very grateful to you, and 

we seek your advice in oouncil. 

DR. PERCIVAL: Well, I very much appreciate your oall, 

and I am always very glad to give information whenever 

I can. When you telephoned me, I had some other en

gagements Over the week-end, and I did not know wheth~ 

or not I could come. 

In the seoond place, I am a Depaty Minister of 

the Province, and, as suoh, it 1s difficult very often 

to give an opinion. 
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There are two things I can do. The first is m 

give you information, and the second, to give you opin

ions. I would very much prefer to-day to give the 

former. However, I am not averse to giving opinions, 

but I think that my opinions, in a body of this type, 

may not be as value as they may in some other quarters. 

I am going to as. you to reserve, for the parpes

es of this Committee, anything that I may say, and not 

to quote me in conne4tion with it. I think these are 

fair COnditions under the circumstances. It is not 

that I don't want to be as helpful as I can be. I do 

want to be helpful. It is simply that, as an o~ficial 

of the Government, I am not empowered to, speak for '&he 

Government. 

THE PRINCIPAL: We are appreciative of that situation, 

Dr. Percival, and I can give you every assurance that 

What you say here will be treated in confidence. We 

are not unmindful of the dual position in Which you 

find yourself, and, I repeat, we are very grateful to 

you for taking this trouble to come and advise us. 

DR. PERCIVAL: You have asked me to go through these 

recOmmendations. I think perhaps it would be better 

if I sUggest a modus operandi-- if you will interro

gate me concerning any points on which you are parti

CUlarly interested. It is not worth while saying some

thing about things which are not of direct interest. 

The vital subjects would perhaps the best to deal with, 
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and then, if you have further time, we can take up the 

other matters. I have all the time you want; I am 

here especially for this purpose, but, if you would 

ask me about the things in which you are part1cularl7 

interested, first, I shall be very glad to deal with 

those, if this is your pleasure. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Yes, I think we would be glad to pro

ceed accordingly. 

DR. EERCIVAL: I am here to do Just as you wish-- I am 

merely sU8gesting that. To go thJrough the recommenda-

tions from 1 to laa would take a long time. 

THE mINCIPAL: Perhaps 1t would save both your time 

and ours if you would refer to thoae oonolusions and 

reoommendations, or, if you choose, give us a synopsis 

of the report itself, where we find ourselves at var

iance. 

DR. PERCIVAL: Well, the first thing I want to say, of 

course, is that I think that the interest that has been 

aroused in the Protestant education system, as a ree~ 

Of the formation ot the Survey OOmmittee, also the re

port of the Survey Oomm1tte~is going to help Eroteat

ant edUCation and some of the references and recom-, 

mendations in the report are going to be of particular 

interest. 

For instance, there is the recommendation con

cerning the abolition of the Protestant COmmittee, 
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about which much could be said. There is much to be 

said concerning ~he recommendation for Com»ulsor.y 

Eduoation. I ~h1nk I am right in saying that this is 

the only state or Province on the North American Con

tinent that does not have compulsory education. TNhe

ther 1t could be effectively put into operation, for 

a section of Quebec, is doubttul. 

Making education compulsory carries with it 

oertain obligations and penalties. Here are two 1ndi

Viduals residing side by side on a certain street; 

one is a Roman Catholic and the other is a Protestani; 

neither bead of the house has had much education, per. 

haps nonw. and he thinks he has got on pret~y well in 

SPite of his lack of education. The Protestant-- 1~ 

you have oompulsory education for them alone-- the 

Pro~estant is compelled to send his child to school-

he may be arrested, and his child may be arrested if 

he does not. But, his Catholic neighbor is privileg

ed to go tOIDachDol or not to go to school. Whether 

that is feasible or not, it is for the Legislature to 

say, not for me. 

The Protestant Committee may make recommenda

t1ons, and McGill may make some, but it must be borne 

in In1nd that they are making serious recommendations. 

I know quite well that you men have thought of 

these things previOUSly, and it may be almost like 

Oarr.y1ng ooals to Newcastle when I say this, but I am 

asked to discuss important points, particularly varia-

tions, and, in connection with the variations, I may 
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COlDInent first of all on the iaea of COripulsory EducatSDn, 

and making a variation as to its practica bil.i 'Q' and ita 

universal app11cation. 

Then we refer to the ~in1ng of teaohers, wh~eh 

i. an obli~tlon on MoGUl as well as Bishop's Univer

sities, it is an obligation on KoDonald Ooll.ege also. 

There is an obligation on these to train teaohers, and 

itis 8~sted that the funds of KCDonald College and 

MCGill University be used, to a oertain extent, and 

any debi t balanee there my be be made Ul' by the Prov

ince, within certain limitations. That has muoh to be 

Said for it. 

On the other hand, this is a Provinee in .hioh 

the P.rotestan ts are a Ilinori 't7, and the amount that 

can be 4evoted to one phase of training by the Protes

tants is lependent, it seems to me, to some extent at 

any rate, upon the amount that is given for similar 

Roman Catholic educatioa. 

Whea the MeGill .ormal School was esta)lished, 

the J •• ques Cartier and Laval Normal Sohools in Quebeo 

were established alaost at the same time. !here was 

some discus8ion in the Legislature as to whether the 

McGill Normal Sohool should have the proportion of 

money devoted to it, acoording to the population of 

the Protestant population in the Provinoe. 

The Catholics were generous at that time, and 

they s aid that they could see tha t the McGill Normal 

School should have, approximately, one-third of the 

amount devoted to teacher training that was given to 
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to Catholic education. I don't remember the figures 

is 
accurately, but it ... something like $343,000, I 

think, for Roman Catholic education, Normal School 

education, to-day. NOW, one-seventh of that is ap 

proximately fifty thousand dollars. 

$16,866.67 is already given for Protestant edu

cation, not earmarked, as I think Col. Bovey suggests. 

Bot earmarked for Normal School education, not re-

served for Normal School education in any way. but 

there is all the same that amount which can be set 

against Normal School education. 

Then there is $25,000 set aside annually: 

$15,000 for McDonald College and $10,000 here, which 

is , and therefore there is not much more to go if 

you are going to have the same ratio. 

NOW, 1~. Chairman, I don't want to go partic~ 

arly into controversial matters. I said, first of 

all, that I would answer questions and give informa

tion, or ,xpress opinions. I am trying more to 

answer questions, and you are asking me about features 

Of the report in which variation can be expressed, 

and that is what I have in mind when I bring up this 

particular thing, which I think is of distinct inter-

est to you. 

THE PRINCIPAL: It is of course of distinot interest 

to the Universit,y. I think it oan be said that the 

University will not make anw effort whatsoever to 
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escape financial responsibilit.y-- It accepts the fin

ancial responsibility_ 

There are other matters of course in the re

port-- the structure aud substance of the whole edu

cational process in the Province_ 

COL. BOVEY: I think Dr. Peroival refers to the note 

in the Appendix about the sixteen thousand dollars. 

That bUilding still belongs, I believe, to the Prot

estant community, and whatever value is in it, is 

for them. 

DR. P!RCIVAL: That is where we disagree, Col. Bovey. 

I refer to page 368. I am not wanting to be oontro

versial. I may sat that I have oonstantly tried to 

obtain both principal and interest for Protestant 

education. !here is extensive correspondence on 

fl1e, but I want to make it clear that, although I 

th1nk that should be devoted to Protestant education, 

I don't believe it should be earmarked solely and 

particularly for Normal School education. 

THE PRINCIPAL: As I say, this is a matter of interes 

to the Un1versity, but our particular interest is to 

the substance of Protestant eduoation. 

DR. PERCIVAL: Do you mean by that, Mr. PrinCipal, the 

Control of education? Is that what you would like me 

to discuss, the oontrol of education? 

THE PRI1fCIPAL: I think that is one of the matters 
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with which this university is concerned. They are con

cerned with all these matters; with the Protestant 

Committee, its reorganization and the powers inwested 

in it; the matter of local admin1stration and parti

oipat1o~ in Provincial power and between Provincial 

and looal power in Greater Montreal, with the courses 

offered, the 6-6-3 pro;ta-me and recommendation; all 

these phases and aspects concerning teacher training. 

It is difficult to mention one specific thing 

Or any group of specific things in which the univer

Sity is not concerned. But, this matter of the fina~ 

oia1 responsibility of the University is not the chief 

conoern of the University itself as an educational 

institution. It is snperimposed en the seeondar.r 

education in the Province, and, ~s that is organized, 

the university will be effected. 

DR. PERCIVAL: Because of that, perhaps we had better 

set aside what I was doing, making general comments. 

Is it your suggestion that we take up these things 

one by one? 

THE PRInCIPAL: They are divided into oategories. I 

think perhaps the first question-- if you would pre

ter that this question not be asked at all or re

ferred to we would be only too glad to respect your 

w1shes __ the fIrst question is this: Have you ~ 

comments to make as to faots and conolusions, with 

respect to oonclusions 1 to , of the reoommendations? 

You recognize that if this University is to take a 
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position on this report, it must take a considered 

Position; it must know whereof it speaks. 

With regard to the first eight sections, there 

is no question of facts, I understand, Mr. Principal, 

S 5 they are ma tters of opini on. I haTe not exam

ined them to see if they are matters of fact ar of 

Opinion. I think they are all matters ot opinion. 

The first thing: the Protestant bo~, as pres

ently constituted, should be dissolved. It is im

»ortant to notice that no statement is made there 

Ooncerning them; it does not say forthwith four y8ars, 

it a~8 nahall be dissolvedn • FUrther on it makes 

a certain statement which leads us to infer "'hat the 

Protestant Committee is to be continued to do oert

ain ~ings. It doe s not say whe ther it is to be the 

new Protestant Committee or the old, but it oertain

ly says the Protestant Committee is to do oertain 

things. I th1nk~those Jho have read the report Oare

fUlly will bear me out in this understanding. 

If aIl1'one wanted to argue for the continuance 

of the present ComMittee for some time, they •• u1d be 

Jl1Stif1ed in saying tba t there was enough evidence 

here to show that it should not be dissolve4 forth

with, but it should be oontinued. 

I might say, in the oonfidence of thi s group, 

that I had the opportunit,y this morning of seeing the 

Chairman of the Protestant Committee, and I asked him 

about this, and, also within the confidence of this 
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groUP-- it will become public eventually, but at pres

ent it is in the confidence of this group-- Mr. Scott 

has a letter from the Secretary of the Survey Comadt

tee, the ex-Secretary, in whioh he states that defin

itely. My reoollection of it is that it was not undEr

stood at all that the Protestant Committee should 'e 

dissolved immediately. In other words, there are certain 

things to be performed by the Protestant Committee be

fore its dissolution. I was authorized by Mr. Scott 

t 0 say tha t if the opportuni ty or the neoessi ty for 

saying it arose. It doew arise, and therefore I take 

this opportunity of saying it. 

Then, with regard to the next, the Protestant 

Committee should be reoonstituted and should consist 

of oertain representatives. I am pleased to see your 

name here, Mr. Principal, and you will notice that, 

to a large eztent, these individuals are to be repres

entatives. It is a very large question as to whether, 

first of all, any body for the administration of Pro*

estant education should consist of representatives. 

I don't see how they can be anything else than repres-

entatives generally, or representatives of interests. 

Representatives often go to meetings instructed, and 

th1s prevents freedom of disoussion. 

I s1mply say these things, Mr. Principal, with-

in the oonfidenoe of this body, because you asked me 

to disouss this as fully as I can. 

THE PRINCIPAL: So, you think the recommendation theze 
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shOuld be. on the Protestant COmmittee, representat

ives of organizations and institutions. That is not 

clothed with the wisdom it shOuld have. 

DR. pmCIVAL: I think it is open to a variation of 

o:Pinion. 

Then, the next point, as to the people who are 

to be the representatives. This is open to opinion 

as to which is better, that is, this recommendation 

or the YcGil1 recommendation. It would be a brave man 

who would say that this one is better than that one. 

THE PRINCIPAL: There is one question I wotM. like to 

ask, in connection with what you have previous~ said. 

It was not recommended that the Protestant Committee 

shOUld be forthwith dissolved; there is no dlfinite 

date at which dissolution will take place, and, from 

that, you went on to state that the Protestant Commit

tee. asused in the report evidently means the Protest

ant OOmmittee as presently constituted, and continues 

to eXercise and do certain things. 

The question arises, whether the term "Protest

ant Committee" as used after recomaendation 1, does 

not refer to the Protestant Committee as reconsSituted 

under the recommendation. 

DR. P.!RCIVAL: 
lnternretation. 

Tha t was my firs t •••• ...... riiw I 

took it, when I first read it, that that was what was 

-eant. but when I began to examine it further I be

gan to see that at oertain plaoes it may mean that 

the Protestant committee should perform oertain dutie8 



-67-

before it resigned, and that view is sustained by yo~

self. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Dr. Peroi Tal, wha t you hav e in mDd 

refers to a section which seems to indicate continn-

ance. 

DR. PERCIVAL: Here is one, No. 6: RThe Protestant 

COmmittee as above constituted should remain in of

rice for a period of four years, upon the expiry of 

which it should be dissolved and reconstituted in 

the mamer above set forth. }{embers of a former 

~otestant Committee should be eligible for re-appoint-

Illent". It 

Y"u will see that one of the recommendat ions I 

have referred to, recommendation 2B "other persons to 

the number above provided, of whom three should be 

lrotestant Ministers of religion, two should be women, 

and two should be members of the Legislature". 

Now, it is to remain in office for a four year 

periOd. !he present Government has been in office 

oVer two years, and nomjnally the term of office of 

the Legislature in Quebeo is five years. No. provis

ion is made for that. Does it mean that the Protest

ant COmmittee should resign at the end of the present 

session of the Legislature aDi begin all over again? 

There are to be two members of the Legis lature. 

What prOVision is made for two .embers of the Legisla

ture when the present ~g1s1ature goes out of office? 

Now, if the same persons who are on the Protestant 
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COmmittee are re-elected, and if the Legislature's 

new term can be made to synchronize with the end of 

the four-year period there will be no COnflict, but 

will there be a conflict four years after that~ be

Oause there are to be two members of the Legislature? 

Le t us take a case: here are two Protestant 

members somewhere in the Province; one has been the 

OPponent of the other in the same Division; he has 

been a member of the Legislature for four years, but 

he is Only e member of the Protestant Committee for 

two years. When does the term expire for him? If 

he is elected he goes on; if he is defeated has he 

to resign forthwith? It does not say so-

In the case of a bitter opposition between 

these two individuals, will he be expected to re

sign in favor of the person who beats him if he is 

nOminated by the Lieutenant Governor in Council? 

I am not expressing an opinion, I am simply' 

trYing to pOint out that, in connection with the 

tour year term of office, difficulties arise, and will 

arise immediately or almost immediate~. and thet .ill 

arise in connection with the point we are discussing, 

as to whether the Protestant Committee as at present 

oonstituted should be dissolved forthwith, or at some 

future time-

THE PRINCIPAL: !hesl remarks have to do with the 

POssible discrepancy of opinion between the recom

mendation and its feasibilit7-
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DR. PERCIVAL: Tlien, the next thing is concerning the 

powers and duties of the Protestant Committee. As I 

read the report, I cm not tell DI.I. where the du

ties of the Protestant Committee begin and where they 

end. I cannot tell where the duties of the Departme~ 

of Education are gOing to begin and where they are 

going to end. At some place it looks as though there 

is gOing to be no Department of Education, and in 

another place it looks as though there is going to be 

no interference, or slight interference with the De

partment of Education. 

It looks as though, III some parts of the repozt , 

the Protestant Committee is going to have some work 

to do; in other parts it looks as though the influence 

of the Protestant Committee is going to be very large

ly with outside of Montreal area, and if you also con

sider that the duties of the Protestant Oommittee are 

gOing to be not only outside of the Montreal area, 

but also to a large extent outside of the area of the 

trganized District Board.s, then it is going to be the 

functions of the Protestant Committee are going to 

pertain to unorganized tertitor.y, consisting of placm 

in the northern part of "the Province, the Magdalen 

Islands, etc. 

The Protestant Commi ttee, according to this is 

going to be a corporation, it is going to have borrow

ing powers, it is going to have power to own real 

property, it is going to perform administrative duties, 
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it may seem to one that the very question of respon

sible government may be involved, because it may be 

that the recommendation is that the duties of govern-

ent are taken from the government and placed in the 

hands of the body that is appointed by the Lieutenant 

Governor in Council. 

THE PRINCIPAL: May I ask a question on that point? 

The Protestant COmmittee, as presently constituted, 

is an agency of the Government, is it not? 

DR. PERCIVAL: Yes, to perform certain duties, but 

only those duties outlined in the law. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Is there any suggestions in these re

commendations that the Protestant Committee, as re

constituted, shall not be an agency of the Government? 

DR. PERCIVAL: . In this ay: the Government generally 

allocates certain oneys for certain specific obJects. 

Now, the Protestant Committee is going to be the re

ceiving body for all the funds that would be normally 

allocated by the Government, without being told in 

any way how to distribute them. That is to say, at 

the present time, money is voted for Superior Eduoa

tion for a poor municipality, for consolidated school 

buildings, conveyance etc., for the Summer School of 

McDonald College, for the teaching of French, etc.-

they are all earmarked at present. 

Now, apparently, a sum is going to be handed 

to the Protestant Committee, and carte blanche given 
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them as to how to expend that. I am not saying this 

is wrong, but I do say that the procedure can be 

called into question in a democratic country. 

THE PRINCIPAL: It merely means that, in so far as 

the general funds of the Province are concerned, 

the Legislature appropriates to an agency of the 

Government a sum which that agency is authorized to 

distribute, as with the English procedure. 

"" DR. EERCIVAL: The prinoiple of democratic Govern-
0' 

ment is that certain number of individuals are put 

into power, they are in power for a certain length 

of time, they are responsible to the people who can 

change their mandate-- I mean, change the people 

whom they put in. 

Now, these people are put in for five years, 

normally, or four years, but the people of the Prot-

estant Committee are not strictly responsible to 

the people, but are directly responsible to the 

Government. 

DEAN LEMESURIER.: Is there anything unusual about 

that? 

DR. PERCIVAL: I am saying that it can be called into 

question. If you say it is not unusual, then you are 

a lawyer and well versed, more than I am. At present 

you get a grant of so much for Summer Schools, and 

you are not told how to spend it. 
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DEAN LEl1ESURIER: You are told to spend it for Summer 

Schools? 

DR. FERCIVAL: It is simply widening the discretion

ary powers which already exist. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: In Rssearch Work they are given a 

certain sum of mon~, and it is not specified what 

particular item s tha t shall be used for. The Prov

incial Research Council gets money the same way, 

and the work done by the people they appoint are not 

directly responsible to the people, but to the head 

of the Department. 

DR. PERCIVAL: I am keepin view, all the time, the 

principles. The first question regarding divergen

cies as I see them. I am not arguing on anything I 

say, I am merely keeping in mind that one question. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: The analogy of the Research Council 

came to me. I think it is analogous. Do you have 

any qualms about the financial powers given to the 

Committee? 

DR. EERCIVAL: MY experience of the Protestant Com

mittee is that it has always been a very responsible 

body; it has used its powers in the best way anyone 

could use them and there has been no abuse whatever 

in oonnection with the disposal of money or on any 

Of the work of the Protestant Committee. Therefore, 

as a citizen, I would have no objection to giving 
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that money would be definitely allocated to this pur

pose, or they would simply have to carry out the 

orders of the Government? Perhaps the details of the 

sDending would be left to them, but that money would 

have to be spent for a specific purpose, and the 

aufit would show if it had been. 

DR. PERCIVAL: Of course, if that is the way it is, 

then it may be that there will be no change. 

COL. BOVEY: There is one point I am not quite sure 

about. What do you take to be the channel of com

munication between the Government and the new Prot

estant Committee about to be formed? 

DR. EERCIVAL: There is no means, so far as I know, 

except the Protestant Committee itself. 

COL. BOVEY: But, no Government body can operate un-

1ess it operates through some Minister, and in actual 

procedure in Quebec, just as in ottawa, it must go 

through some Deputy of that Minister. Now then, who 

is this Committee to go to-- what department? 

DR. PERCIVAL: There is nothing stated, as far as I 

see here, with regard to the channel through which 

the Protestant Committee will approach the Govern-

ment. 

COL. BOVEY: Then, would it not be correct to say 

that, as no other exception is made to the present 

Education Act which is presumably not to be destroyed, 
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further powers to the Protestant Committee. 

DEAH BRI TTAIN: In the way of grants? 

DR. PERCIVAL: Yes. 

DEAlT BRITTAIN: What about their executive powers, to 

whom the Secretary shall be responsible, etc.? 

DR. PERCIVAL: Well of course, every experiment which 

is put into operation by a responsible individual must 

have virtues. That would be an experiment, and it 

~ight be excellent. 

DR? WOODHEAD: I am still puzzled about the delega

tion of powers to the Protestant Committee. The 

Committee would still be responsible to the Govern

ment, and there would be no opportunity for the Pro

testant Committee to play ducks and drakes with the 

money. 

DR. PERCIVAL: I think you have taken a fair conclu

sion from what I have said. 

DR. WOODHEAD: Your view is that it is a doubt~ul 

question whether the Government ould be willing 

to delegate its powers? 

DR. PERCIVAL: Well, you have said that. 

DEAN O'NEILL: Would it not be the case that the Prot

estant C~ittee would have to show cause to the 

Government for any money really asked for, and that 
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their channel of approach is through the Superintend

ent of Education? 

DR. PERCIVAL: I think your deduction is correct. 

COL. BOVEY: But this is a point involved in a very 

complicated system. I agree with Dr. Percival, I 

cannot see any other w~ they can approach the 

Government,unless some modification is made in the 

scheme, than through the Superintendent of Education, 

carrying out what Dean OtNeill suggasted. I suggest 

that their budget would of necessity be subject to 

the Superintendent of Education. 

DR. PERCIVAL: Is is things like this I was referring 

to a little while ago~ I did not want to actually 

say that, but it is what I was referring to. In 

other words, no means is created within these re-

commendations or in the report itself for approaching 

the Government. The Protestant Committee can do it, 

but the Protestant Committee is goi~ to ha£e so many 

administrative duties itself that it is going to have 

difficulty in forming a means of making its own ad

ministration unless it be through a to be created 

Director of Protestant Education, but no word whatso

ever is said about a liason between the Government 

and the Prote stant Gommi ttee. 

COL. BOVEY: Without anything being said, ir remains 

under the Education Act and with the Superintendent ~ 

EdUcation? 
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DR. PERCIVAL: It is very difficult to say that because 

we do not know whether the Department of Education is 

to be maintained or not. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: !]his point would have to be covered 

when this new scheme is set up. I think they over

lookei that question. [nen they said to appoint two 

members of the Legislature they overlooked the fact 

that in an election two or one of them may not be re

elected. 

Am. CURRIE: That would come under Replacements, I 

suppose. It would probably work the same way as the 

Harbor Board works, when the Opposition goes in they 

all resign. 

DEAlT LEMESURIER: Obviously the recommendations have 

not taken care of every possible contingency. 

COL. BOVEY: I don't think they thought of this at all. 

DEAN HENDEL: Dr. Percival, you ~.el that there is a 

certain indecision as to the duties, the powers of 

this Committee. It seems to work outside of the 

Greater Montreal section. 

DR. PERCIVAL: There has to be a very certain measure 

of co-operation, but it does not say what is to happen 

in the case of clashes of opinion. If two bodies work 

together on the same basis they get along all right; 

if they oan co-operate fully then everything will be 

smooth running, but if there is a clash of opinion--
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for insiance, with regard to text books-- with Distrb t 

bodies, are they to be subject to the Protestant Commit

tee or the District Boards? I am speaking of outside 

of Montreal. 

DEAN HENDEL: Outside, it seems as if 'the Protestant 

Oommittee work would fill in the interstices of the 

Board.. On the other hand the Pro te stan t Comnli ttee &s 

a cOJ:'l)oration has such great power that they seem ac

tually tot ak e th. e po wer of Gov ernmen t • 

DEAN BRITTAIlh Its powers are not sufficiently well 

defined. 

DR. PERCIVAL: That is the way it seems to me, still 

thinking of the divergencies of \\hi ch the Principal 

spoke. 

DEAN HENDEL: It is not the powers that are not deflD1ed, 

it is the application of the powers. 

DEAN LEMESURIER: I imagine they had in mind the 

Montreal Metropolitan Commission. 

DR. :EERCIVAL: The Protestant Committee is going to 

have the powers of receiving money. It has no tax

raising power but it has the power of receiving money. 

DEAN O'NEILL: Wba t proportion of the expenses comes 

out of the Government? As far as I can see the local 

taxes go to the local Board, and the money is donated 
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by the Government direct? 

DR. PERCIVAL: Yes. 

DEAN O'NEILL: That would be a small proportion of 

the money paid for education-- that ould be simply 

a supplement far special purposes. 

DR. EERCIVAL: It is very d ifficul t to speak in a 

body like this. If we were in office we could look 

it up_ The amount devoted by the Government until 

last year anyway-- the percentage devoted by the 

Government to eiucation purposes is only something 

like six or seven per cent of the total amount spent 

in the Province for educational purposes. 

On the other hand it must be remembered that 

the amount that is being devoted to Protestant educa

tion is increasing very much in recen t yea.rs. For 

instance , about ten years ago-- in 1920 the amount 

that was paid by the Government, particularly for 

Protestant school purposes-- I don't mean McGill-

was only about $230,000; last year it was $510,00. 

That is not all the money devoted to Protest

ant education, because there is McGill, Bishop, the 

MacKay Sohool for the Blind, etc., in addition. I am 

speaking distinctly for school purposes. 

DEAH mIESURIER: · Do you mow wha t pe·rcentage of the 

total funds is available for general school purposes, 

out side of Grea ter Mon treal? 
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DR. PERC IVAL:lt is $5 ,582,00 altogether for Protest

ant schools. That is the Government grants to. 

School Boards; the total valuation of the property. 

The amount in Schedule 1 estimated, esclusive of Mont

real, they raise $953,000. 

I am going by the decision of the Privy Gounc il 

in that matter. As long as the Montreal Board stays 

constituted as it ls, because it is a creature of pre

Confederation legislation, although in Montreal it

self, which is under the control of the Prote stant 

School Commissioners of Montreal, although Jews must 

be admitted into the schools, they have no right to 

sit on School Boards. 

It is pOinted out by Mr. Lafleur that once 

that territory is expanded then it becomes a creature 

of post-Confederation legislation, and pre-Confedera

t;lon legislation is not likely to apply-

DEAN BRITTAIN: Mlgh t that be overc ome by having them 

appoint representatives-- the different Boards to 

remain intact and appoint representatives to the con

trol body. 

DR. PERCIVAL: Too t is be ing done now. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: That would be a varia tion from the 

system proposed? 

DEAN pmCIVAL: Yes. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: Are there any other difficulties that 
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you. see? 

DR. PERCIVAL: That is ilie main difficulty_ Of course 

that brings up the difficulties of the extension of 

the Protestant Central School Board on the Island of 

1i!ontreal. There is nothing to prevent tha t. 

If a bill is brought to Quebec asking for the 

e~tension of the remaining Protestant School Board 

to be under the control of the lfontreal Protestant 

Central School, there is nothing to ~event that. 

There is no legislation to prevent that. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: But, this Central Board has no finan

Cial POWers. 

DEAN LEMESURIER: One alvantage of the change, I am 

tOld by people of experience, is in the appointments 

1lla.de • The dele~tes always feel they have to look 

at'ter the ' interests of their own Boord. That is a 

dei"' lnite weakness in the present control Board. 

DEAr~ RENDEL: In Recommendation 12, after the electim 

01' the central committee. Jith your experience do you 

see 
I? 

any difficulty in such a proposa . 

DR. P.ERCIVAL: That is actually being done now_ 

DEAN RENDEL: In view of that, is there any objection 

to the Protestant Director of Education serving as 

1.1ason? 

DR. ~RCIVAL: I don't see any. 
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COL. BOVEY: Dr. Percival, I may be wrong, but I have jn 

mind that that point to hich you ~fer, about the Jew

ish situation, eas dis~ssed between your Committee anI 

Mr. Taschereau at one time. Am I rong in that? 

DR. EERCIVAL: I was not there. I do know of Mr. Rex

ford fS determined opposi tion. 

COL. BOVEY: What was getting at was whether you knew 

if there was any reference to that discussion on file. 

It might be very useful in this connection. 

DR. PERCIVAL: I don't know. He was very consistent 

in maintaining the essential Protestant character of tre 

Protestant schools. 

COL. BOVEY: He rote a brochure about it? 

DR. PERCIVAL: Yes. 

1ffi. CURRIE: Are there arw Jewish teachers? 

DR. PERCIVAL: Yes, th~ have a limited number. under 

the Uontreal Protestant School Board they are maintain

ing it more or less at the number that it as around 

1926, if I am rightly informed. 

DR. WOODHEAD: You will only find that in the City? 

DR. PERCIVAL: Yes. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: There are a few in the country. I was 

in a house a few weeks ago where there was a Miss 

Lazarus. 
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DR. PERCIVAL: Je s can get diplomas, but if it mown 

that a girl is a Jewess she does not have the same 

chance of being engaged as if she was a Christian. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: Do you see any other difficulties in con

nection wi th the WOl.:"king Of that? 

DR. FERCIVAL: No. I am inclined to think that setting 

up of the Protestant Central Scho~l Board on the Island 

of Montrea~ may be the logical outcome of the present 

similar area under the control of the Protestant sec

tion. It seems, in view of the Jewish situation in 

Montreal, it seems as though the Protestant interests--

I don't sa, they ill be-- but it seems that the Prot

estant interests might be affected by the maintenance 

of the present system. 

You will remember a few years ago there was a 

good deal of discussion about, with some people claim

ing there would be a two hundred thousand doll.ars sav

ing, others, two hundre d and fifty thousard; one claimed 

only twenty thousanl, and still another, five hundred 

thousand. At that time, I was very much interested, 

and looked into the statements mde, but I saW no de

tails in regard to the amOQnt of saving there ould be. 

There: W9re general figures, but there as no proof as 

to how much woo.ld be saved. 

DR. iVOODREAD: ~as there a general idea that there would 

be some saving? 

DR. PERCIVAL: Yes. 
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DEAN BRITTAIN: The import an t point is Equalization. 

DR. PERCIVAL: The equi1lzation of assessments is one of 

the vital things throughout the Province. They differ. 

DEAN HENDEL: Wha t about 'the outside are? Are thm-e a.JV 

special difficulties about that? 

DR. PERCIV;'L: Well, it happens that when the Survey Com

mittee was appointed, a draft bill had been brought 

before the Protestant Committee for hat was called 

County Central School Boards. In that bill it was pro

posed that, in the most populous districts, for Prot

estant school purposes, there should be Central School 

Boards· 

That did not mean that all the Province of 

uebec should be divided-- simply the areas in which 

there are the greatest number of children. 

At that time eighteen County Central School 

Boards were proposed. These were proposed in this bill 

as a result of a conference of the Inspeotors. The 

Inspectors all met toga ther am stat ed the ir opinions 

as to the areas tha t could be amalgamated in this way, 

and they proposed that there be five members on each of 

these County Central School Boards. 

The idea was there are in the Protestant areas, 

thickly populated or comparatively populated, some men 

who are outstanding in public spirit, interested in 

school affairs and wi th lmowledge of school affairs, 

and it as thought, if you could get together a few men 
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in a small area, they ould be able, if you gave them 

the power, to improve the system of education. 

t the time this bill as brcught into beipg, 

actually framed and submitted to the Protestant Commit

tee, at the end of February, 1938, the Survey Committee 

had been apPOinted and ~. Hepburn as on it. Because 

the Survey Committee was on it, they thought it would 

be a good thing to refer the matter to the Survey Com

mi ttee for it s judgment. It therefore was subrni tted 

to the Survey Committee for its judgment. 

Instead of having eighteen School Boards in 

the areas of the greatest population. they have chosen 

to have nine School Boards in a very large area. NOW, 

which is the better? 

Borne of the articles, in substance, that were 

in tha t bill ar e incorporated here, but dlnst ead of' call-

~ them County Central School Boards, they called them 

District Boards. That is a difference of terminology, 

and there is a 11 t tIe d ifficul ty wi th tba t. 

le have the word "municipality, hich means 

a corporation; a municipality here there are two schools 

is a District. They use the same term that we use but 

bring to it a different meaning. 

DEAN LEMESURIER: When yau. speak of County Central BoalSis, 

is tha t a consolidated Board, with the small Board dis

appearing? 

DR. PERCIVAL: Such as we have on the Island of Montreal. 
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These were to be appointed, in some cases, by the School 

Boards in large areas such as Lachute, ontreal and est

mount. Certain districts would s'end delegates who ould 

elect one man, and the Board woo.ld be made up of these 

individuals whomwould be apPOinted by the School Boards 

in the greatest areas of population, and then represen

tati"fes from the smaller districts. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Fundamenta lly, the difference is one of 

degree? 

DR. EERCIVAL: I woud say, the extent of territory rather 

than the degree? 

THE PRINCIPAL: But the principle? 

DR. PERCIVAL: The principle is quite the same, and eVEn 

the method of election is quite the same. I ought to 

say, the method of election and appointment 1s quite 

the same. 

DEA.N HENDEL: And, mre the powers practically the same? 

DR. PERCIVAL: No, the powers ere not the same . It was 

felt that the engagement of teachers should be in the 

hands of the County Central School Boards. Here they 

say that the teachers should be engaged by the Local 

Board upon a budget to be provided for by the District 

Board. 

Now, you see the position if you do that. Here 

is a District Board that mys, to a certain local school 

board "You may have four or five hundred dollars to 
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engage a teacher" and the Board will say " e can get a 

teacher for six hundred dollars, and we are willing to 

pay our portion of that, but e cannot get one for five 

hundred dollars fl • ha t could they do? 

DEAN BRITTAIN: It does not give the Local Board any 

leeway. 

DR. PERCIVAL: They can pay less, but not more. The 

shortage now of teachers has begun to be acute in that 

connection. 

There is a very curious recommendation there, 

to have alimit imposed on the number of pupil teachers 

taken into training in the School for Teachers, that 

limit to be a.~0. 

I don't lnow where that figure came from; I 

don't know how it is that they can make a limlt of Just 

120. Now, from 1924 to 1934-- I think I am right-- the 

average number of teachers admitted to the School for 

Teachers was 210; in the year 1930-1931, 130 promotions 

to teach had been given to unqualified persons-- that 

is to say, going by the average. Of course, not a11 

who entered graduated-- I don't know the number, but 

if you add the admissions am the number taken into the 

teaching profession, that make s an aye rage of 340 in 

that year. And now they are limiting it to 120. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: Did 'that mean that 11cDonald College was 

bound to ac cept that number of pupils in residence? 

DR. EERCIVAL: Is there arw difference? 
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DEAli BRITTAIN: It was represented to them that the re

sidence accomodation was becoming strained, that the 

number of app1icants were making larger demands for 

residence accomodation. It is possible that is what they 

had in mind. 

DR. PERCIVAL: I am interested in your saying that, 

because I wondered if it came from McDonald college. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: Not fuat I am aware of. 

DR. PERCIVAL:. All I am trying to say is that, so far 

as I can see, 120 is not even fifty per cent of our 

normal turnover. 

Tha t is the recommenda tion on page 317, which 

reads as follows: 

"The essential fea tures of the new contract should 

"be the following. tl} the acceptance by McGill 

ITu:nlversity of an obligation: 

'(a) to provide at MacDonald College and in Mont-

"real, within the University, facilities no less 

ITadequate and extensive than at present provided fer 

Tfthe training of all classes of students who enter 

"upon approved courses of instruction leading to ttB 

tlaward of a license to teach in the Protestant 

Tfschools of Quebec, such facilities to comprise 

"class-rooms, laboratories, librairies and other 

"necessary accomodation; 

It (b) to maintain residence s and to suuply at a 

"reasonable cost board and lodging for those stu

dents 
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"not at one time exoee ing one hundred and twenty 

"me bers in n ber. ho receive instruction in the 

~acDonald seotion of the Quebec Protestant Teacher 

If Training Institute. 

I take it that tha t means the limit of the 

obligation acknowledged and acoepted by McGill univer

sity. It does not say that more than one hundred and 

t enty should not be accepted in the School for Teachers. 

THE PRINCIPAL: It does make that obligation, and, of 

course, it is a regular way of thinking, whether logi

oal or not, that when one figure only is stated as a 

maxi um or minimum there is no distinction between the 

two. I don't say you think that, but that is the re

gular thing. 

I presume, so far as the obligation of the 

University is concerned, the conclUsion means that that 

should be the extent of the obligation of the college. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: We made a representation to the effect 

that the acoomilat1on as becoming orowded, and e were 

in the position that e had to refuse Household Scienoe. 

Ye never made any recommendation that e would be obli

gatiAg ourselves to one hundred and twenty, or anything. 

DR. PERCIVAL: I did not understand you to ~, ire 

Principal, that that would be the extent of the obli

gation. 

THE PRINCIPAL: That is the obligation-- the li itation 

in the report-- as to the obligation of MacDonald College. 
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DR. PERCIVAL: But, I did not understand you to say that 

ould be the hole obligation. 

THE PRINCIPAL: No, but so far as one hundred and twenty 

students is conoerned, it is a limitation according to 

the facilities of MacDonald College. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: The reason we insist on living in re~ 

sidence is, we think it is a good thing to do, and, 

when the numbers are down e must ge t as large a popu

lation as possible; therefore, we require the students 

to live in residence. Even ith all the students, we 

have a deficit on account of board and accomodation. 

DR. PERCIVAL: But, you are not suggesting taking the 

income from other students, that you wish to cut down 

the number of persons in the School for Teachers. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: We have never suggested anything of the 

sort. 

DEAlt HENDEL: The first paragraph of this recommendatiOl 
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refers to facilities for training of all schools, such 

facilities being defined as class-room accomodation, 

lavatories, etc; the second prqposition conceras board 

and lodging. It is quite possible that we may exhaust 

our capacity for board and lodging, and at the same 

time be able to supply hat is required for the purpos

es of education. 

THE PRINCIPAL: This is a limitation of the obligation 

of MacDonald College in so far as board and lodging are 

concerned, but there is no such limitation on the ob

ligation of MacDonald College in so far as other facil

ities are concerned. 

DR. PERCIVAL: Yes, but, from our point of view, we con

sider that residence at MacDonald College is a very 

vitai part of the education of the teacher; we would 

want them to get the benefit of residence at llacDonald 

College. After all, the person who lives outside an 

institution does not have that type of education that 

we want, except as regards a number of those people who 

come from rural schools. 

I don't conceive education simplt to be the 

learning of this, that and the other; I consider edu

cation to be social as well as intellectual, and I say 

that in spite of what is alleged in the report, I would 

be very sorry indeed to see any limitation of any degr~. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Are you endeavoring to say that facil

ities in MacDonald college should be denied MacDonald 
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students in Agriculture and Household Science for the 

benefit of students in the School for Teachers. 

DEAN PERCIVAL. No. All I am trying to bring forward 

is the fact that, to accomodate one hundred and twenty 

within the buildings' dormitories, and give them all 

the facilities, that will not nearly meet the normal 

supply of teachers. For anything further than that, 

I have no responsibility. 

THE PRINCIPAL: The report does not infer that one 

hundred and twenty shoUld be the limi t of the number 

in attendance. 

DIUNP:ERCIVAL: If tha t is your interpretation, I am very 

~uch pleased with it. 

THE PRINCIPAL: It wauld be the interpreta tion we would 

place on the language used. 

DR. PERCIVAL: hen conditions again become normal, if 

they ever do, we shall ant at least two hundred and tm 

teachers. I don't know how we are going to get them, 

because when those two hw~red and ten teachers were in 

attendanoe there was the four month course there, and 

the two hundred and ten consisted of teacher~ in train

ing for Intermediate Diplomas for a full year, and teach-

ers for a half year in each case for the Elementary 

Diploma. 

It is shown that we need that many, because 

even with those facilities, we had to give promotions 
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in one year to one liundred and thirty who lived out. 

THE PRINCIPAL: There are thirty to thirty-one school 

buildings. 

DR. PERCIVAL: A very great deal oou1d be said on that, 

Dr. Douglas. I don't know whetger there is an insinua-

tion there that the regulations issued by the Protest-

ant Committee with regard to planning should be revised 

periodically; I don't know hether there is an insinua-
\ 

tion there that they have not been so revised extensive-

ly, to this effect that since 1930 there have been er-

ected these new high school buildings, making twelve 

altogether out of forty-seven high schools outside the 

oontrol of } ontreal Protestant School Board. That is, 

twenty-five per cent of our high school buildings had 

either been new buildings or buildings entirely re

mOdeled and enlarged in the nine-year period. 

I would also like to say that thirty per cent 

of our intermediate schools have been newly built dur-

ing that period, including five that have been enlarged. 

I would also like to say that within the same period 

ninety-five schools-- rural elementary schools-- are 

new buildings, and there are thirteen more authorized. 

This makes one hundred and eight, and there are four 

hundred and thirty-six model elementary schools open 

to-day- That means twenty-five per cent, if there waS 

one more. That means that twenty-five per cent of our 

rural elementary schools have been built since 1930. 
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In other words, you have thirty-five per cent 

high schools, thirty per cent intermediate schools and 

twenty-five per cent rural elementary schools, either 

built, re-modeled or authorized during that period. ' e 

have most advanced plans for buildings-- very much ad-

vanced plahs. 

The plan of the buildings is somethi~ like 

this: here are tw, three, four room school buildings, 

the plan is tha~7all those downstairs basements, part 

is free for gymnasium or assembly halls; we have an 

entrance to the stage, toilets, drinking fountainsj 

in the case of the larger schools. showers, one side 

for boys and one for girls; there are no beams or pil-

lars or posts there to obstruct the view. This is for 

two, three, four room buildings. Larger buildings have 

been erected on similar plans, for instance, Thetford 

Mines School. 

For the first time in Canada we have one-room 

rural elementary schools, plans made with fully excawa-

ted basements, in one case, with toilets with running 

water anf furnaces. 

These things. when properly installed, have 

entirely solved the problem of comfort in rural elemen-

ary schools. One needs to go through them, as I have, 

to appreciate what these plans have meant. 

I don't say that all schools have been built 

according to those plans. It took us three years of 

experimenting to make these plans. 



-101-

The type of toilet as a real problem. en 

the report states that "the chemical toilet is but a 

makeshift and should be tolerated only where water

carriage cannot be secured"-- the chemical toilet was 

only one of the experimental features; where ell ater 

could be brought in, it has been. 

In 1932 something like thirty-five per oent of 

pupils in inte mediate schools had the old type of toil

et facilities. 

I think you will be interested in those fig~w 

and that explanation, and it shows that if there is an 

inference there that the Protestant Committee and the 

Department have not been looking after this, you will 

be able to have information whereby you will kno~ this. 

THE PRINCIPAL: But, there is no principle in that re

commendation to which you take exception? 

DR. PERCIVAL: No. 

DR. WOODHEAD: Does this not tie up with the 6-6-3 

plan? 

THE REINCIPAL: I think it is tied up with it. 

COL. BOVEY: There is question of the administration 

of medical inspection. 

DR. PERCIVAL: There is no question that we want to 

extend all sorts of services. The fact that many of tre 

services have been extended shows that e want to do tli s. 
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The twelfth grade as successfully launched, and it could 

not have been successfully launched without Dean Hendel. 

I don't want to wander about, but I simply use that as 

an illustration of the extension of the service. Now, 

whether we can extend those to the extent re ommended 

in the report-- 1 mean, as a Protestant Committee in 

the Department of Education-- I don't know. 

le have a Department of Health newly establish

ed in the Province. I never want to run into conflict 

ith any other department of the Government; it has 

been our policy always to pull with the other depart

ments. le happen to have a Provincial Secretary who 

is Minister of Health and also a medical doctor, and 

he is going to see, as far as possible-- and he has 

shownit-- that medical services are extended in the 

Province. 

NOw, in regard to County Health unite. A 

County Health Unit can only be adopted where the mun

icipality invites it. Where health units are adopted 

I have no doubt the school boards will be able to take 

advantage of them, or at least make representation to 

the Minister of Health for the extension of the serv

ice, but I say that it is not a feature of the Govern

ment to extend the services. There is nothing worse, 

I think, thanto see a child suffering from decayed 

teeth or pyorhhea. 

1u{. CURRIE: mmMMM It is all a question of money. 

DEAN PERCIVAL: Yes. In other words, who will do it? 
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The principle is excellent, and should be applied if it 

is possible. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Is there anything you would like to say 

with regard to Handicapped Children? 

DR~ PERCIVAL: I think this should be said: The Prot

etant Committee has not been remiss ith regard to 

t aining them. Years ago they tried to bring for ard 

a plan for the training of handicapped children and it 

actually got an Act through the Legislature and money 

as voted for this and was offered to the Protestant 

School Board at ontreal and elsewhere. 

Two years ago we invited the Protestant School 

Board of the Island of Montreal to extend its services, 

but the limitation of funds was such thatvthey were not 

able to accept the money from the Protestant Committee 

and the Department of Education, because they could not 

find the rest ot the money. The principle is soUDI. 

I would note that when they talk about handi

capped children, they might talk about bright children. 

No notice apparently has been taken of the bright pupil-

not by direct reference. 

DEAN LThrESURIER: If you will remember, we emphasized 

that. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Have you any comments to make on the re

organization of schools? 
/ 

DR. PERCIVAL: Ther is nothing I would like to see more 
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in our Province than the principles of the Junior High 

School, jhat for children of eleven to fiteen y ars of 

age they be given theopportunity of exploratory cour

ses in order to discover their own powers. · 

These are the principles, briefly sated-- not 

only the principles, but these are the main principles 

of the Junior High School as developed in the United 

States, and no one ~ould be more ready than I to have 

those principles adopted for all pupils. 

THE PRINCIPAL: 6-6-3? 

BR. PERCIVAL: Not necessarily. If we could get every

body into classes where, for two or three ~ars at the 

right age, they could benefit by th'se exploratory 

courses by especially trained teachers. in order to be 

able to discover their own abilities ana limitations, 

I think that is the tru pedagogical design. 

But, we have only about something like seventy

five thousand pupils in the Protestant Schools of Quebec. 

ve have very few schools--I think at the mone it is on~ 

about ten on the Island of Montreal that have over five 

hundred pupils in grades 8 to 11, and outside of Mont

real we have only t~reet St-Lambert, Sherbrooke and 

Quebec. St-Eambert I don't think has one hundred pupils 

in grade X to XI, and in VIII, IX and X the number of 

pupils in the schools of Sherbrooke and Quebec is only 

thre e hundred. 

NOW, what kind of a Senior High School would 
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we have in ~uebeo with, say, one hundred and fifty pu

pils, and, in Sherbrooke, perhaps the same number? In 

other words, the problem of our grades here is the 

numbe we have within the small areas. 

I f we had large numbers within oertain small 

areas, I think there would be no diffioulty, but here 

on the Island of Montreal, extending some fifty mile s, 

from Bout de l'lsle to Vaudreuil, there is the problem 

of getting pupils into these sohools. 

If ~ou have the 6-3-3- plan, it is going to be 

more difficult than it is at the present time. We have 

in the Provinoe seventy-five inte .. :mediate schools, seVEn

ty four on the Island of Montreal. Of these seventy

fout tV/anty-eight have only two teachers, and these 

two teaohers are for grades II to IX. Where are your 

Junior Schools and your Senior High Schools going to 

come in? 

THE PRINCIPAL: Well, that id a question of application. 

In so far as the principle is applicable, you disagree? 

DR. PERCIVAL: I think so, outside of the Island of 

Montreal. In other words, in the rural elementary 

schools the idea is they want to extend themselves to 

grades VIII and IX, rather than decrease to VI. If 

you decrease to VI, those who ant to come into grade 

VII will have a long distance to .go. Can you do it? 

Take the Gaspe Peninsula; we have, I think fourteen-

thirteen intermediate and one high school. lill you 
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cut do n the possibility of teaching grade X in sohools 

where there are three teachers? Ne Car-lyle asked fer 

that a few years ago, and I had to gi~e a ruling 

against them. 

fua t they wanted me to do was to refuse to gi '\5 

permission to any School Board in the Gaspe Peninsula 

to teach grade X other than at New Carlyle, and I 

replied no, that I would not do so. I could not see 

that you could prevent people in places like New Rich

mond, which is a very large school municipality-- you 

annot prevent them teaching grade X and make the 

pupils go from New Richmond to New Carly~; tha t is 

not reasonable. It is the same \vi th Gaspe. Can you 

make two or three Senior High Sohools on the Gaspe 

Uoast? Again, it is a problem of application. 

THE PRINCIPAL: The principle, in so far as applica

bilit,y is co~rned, is apparently sound? 

DR. PERCIVAL: I would not divorce the principle from 

its applicability. There is nothing I think better 

than tonhave t in oertain school areas, where feaSible, 

Junior High Sohools. The age is eleven to fifteen 

years. 

There is this to be said: the school system 

1s not the same as in the Northern United States; 

there it is an 8-4 system. I was in the United States 

for four years, in fact I was there five years, and I 

was actually in the centre of the administrative 

system where this 6-3-3 system was in effect, and I 
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kho the ~tates fairly el~ from the inside. They 

have in the Northern United States either 8-4, 6-6 

or 6-3-3, and there is much to be said for this 6-6 

plan ra th er tha n the 6-3-3 plan in a sy stem suc h as 

ours. 

We dontt have 12 years, e have 11 years. You 

have anotlier thing to solve there, that is, what are 

you going to do with the 12th grade, the standard 

you ill reach, hether you ill have the twelfth 

grade equal to the 13th grade of the Pennsylvania, 

Ne York and other school systems, or whether you 

will keep tha t as it is now. 

That is why I said I was in favor of explora

tion and discovery, not to say "necessary for our 

system" • 

DEAN HENDEL: In shaping the schools in to P.ti mary 

Schools, I to VI and Junior High Schools-- doing that 

will increase the course of study at the beginning 

of the Junior High School, VII grade will be differ

ent from that of the present VII grade. Do you en

visage that as a part of this scheme? 

DR. PERCIVAL: That is the principle in the United 

States. 

DEAlT HENDEL: It shall be different? 

DB! PERCIVAL: Yes. Not only that, but differently 

trained teachers. That is a fundamental part of the 
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Junior High School movement in the united States, 

that they shall be differently trained teachers. 

DEAl~ HENDEL: So there would not be question of some 

schools taking on part of the Junior High School 

work? 

DR. PERCIVAL: It does mean that, that is, as I kno 

the 6-6-3 plan in the states, and I endorse, to a 

large extent, that principle that there is there; 

that is to say, with regard to its principle, not 

ith regard to our system of 6-3-3. 

THE PRINCIPAL: There is one question~ Dr. Percival, 

and it is this: Conceding the difficulties here of 

applying this recommendation, do you think, on the 

whole, the general substance of these conclusions 

and recommendations.... of the Survey 

Committee are desirable? 

DR. PERCIVAL: Well, that is a specific question, but 

the answer would be that these conclusions and recom

mendations are valid anyway, just as much as they are 

in Quebec. 

THE PRINCIPAL: So that, on the whole, will represent 

something towards hich it would be desirable for the 

Protestant Education to proceed on2 

DR. PERCIVAL: It is my contention that we are pro

ceeding along many of these lines. That is just the 
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burden of my theme this afternoon. e are proceeding 

along the lines on hich we ought to proceed: take 

handicapped cliildren, JUnior high school, provision for 

6xploration, etc.; more gym work, hand work, to some 

extent, with limitations that a geat deal of the scien

tific or rather technical work is not under our con

trol; it is in the Department of the Provincial Secre

tary, and I am not going, in this place, to give any 

re sons for it, but I think that if we could have--

you see our responsibility, the resposibility of the 

Protestant Committee is limited; it is not as it is 

in some other places; everything is not done by the 

Department of Education; some comes under the Depart

ment of the Provincial Secretary, some under the De

partment of Health, the Department of Agriculture, tre 

Department of Colonization. 

COL. BOVEY: In that case, it is not an absolutely 

correct statement to say that the Council of Education 

takes the place of the Minister of Education. Our 

Council does not function as in Nova Scotia or British 

Columbia. 

DR. PERCIVAL: No, In this respect: in British Colum

bia, particularly in British Columbia, the University 

is under the cont±ol of the Department of Education, 

and that is not so here. There are contributions by 

the Government to McGill and Bishop's, and they are 

independent institutions. Take adult education, 
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that comes under the Department of the Dominion Secre-

tary, the Department of Agriculture is praoti ally 

under the Department of Education. I would be very 

glad to see some technical education in our schools. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Conceding that the Committee is going 

in the direction indicated by this report, and has 

been gol#g--

DR. PERCIVAL: Except along those lines that I have 

just mentioned. 

THE PRmNCIPAL: Yes, for the reason that you have not 

had the authority to proceed. I take it that, gener&-

ly speaking, the sUbstance of the report and its re-

commendations is,".m~ on the whole, good. 

Rave 70unanything to say about the salaries 

of school teachers? 

DR. PERCIVAL: There is no question about that. There 

again there are many things to be said. Take the 

Medical Examination-- there is a very important 

medical certificate that they must have before they 

get into N~cDonald Colle@9, and if you Saw it I think 

you would say that, although there may be this, that 

and the other thing added to it, : •. , 1 I·· .. ",.j' I', the certif-

icate requires examination of the individual, his 

heart, lungs, teeth, eyes, etc •• 

THE PRINCIPAL: That has been called to our attention. 

As I say, we have been going in the direction indicated 
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in the report. I take it that the general substance 

of these recommendations is desirable. 

DR. PERCIVAL: There a lot. of progressive recommend

ations, there is no question. 

DEAN LEMESURIER: One question. The report cri ticis63 

the elementary schools, onthe ground that memory is 

veIY much over-emphasized. 

DR. PERCIVAL: That depends. If you are speaking par

ticularly of the fact that the ~epartment of Education 

conceives memory, adlierence to the text book as being 

the sole goal of education, I woUld say that they en

tirely misinterpret it. 

le have said repeatedly that the idea we are 

trying to get is to have the pupils think; I believe 

that is one of the basic principles of Education. we 

have actually taken away the possibility of memory in 

a great number of lines. Take the subject of English; 

several years ag , I don't remember the exact ~ate, 

twenty years or so ago, the Pro6estant Committee laid 

down the policy that there should be one text book 

authorized, and only one, in every subject. 

In English, when the course of study was re

vised in 1931, e difinitely put on a good number of 

books; we doubled the number of books, approximately, 

in all grades, and e added the subJect of extra 

English, and, if the two be combined, we quadrupled 

the amount of English literature. e did that with 
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the purpose of altering the method of teaching. e 

don't want them to spend their time on one or two boo~ 

for a whole year. In the Shakespeare texts e took 

away texts that ere annotated, ith a view of making 

it impossible for children to spend their time on 

piaayune things. They cannot do the same thing in 

the schools. They cannot spend their time reading all 

the bookE in English. 

The econd thing is that we reduced the memory 

work, and we did not set any particular memory work 

at all, particularly in poetry, and we said that the 

memory work could be done up to a number of lines, one 

hundred or one hundred and fifty, but these lines were 

to be chosen in the class altogether, with the idea of 

having those that appealed to them memorized. 

I think these are fundamental lines of progre$ s, 

but where they say that there is text book teaching 

alone-- I am not quoting the words-- but where the me

thod has been memory work, I say it is entirely wrong. 

THE PRINCIPAL: I don't think it is the practice in the 

schools. Some of the departmental regulations lend 

themselves to a wrong interpretation. 

DR. PERCIVAL: I don't know what schools they went to. 

'Ve want to have a class composed of pupils in seven 

different grades. You must have some set ork to keep 

the other grades husy while one grade is being taught. 

\le try to group the differnt grades into classes, ani re-
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group them for certain subjedts in vertain grades to

gether, like French. 

We cmnot conceive of any school where there 

are s even different categories of pupils; we cannot 

conceive of any school where there is not some sort 

of book for them to read. A text book consists of 

material on a certain subject that e think is funda

mental. Not be memorized, but to get the general con

tent, with a view to having it in as compact a form as 

possible. 

The allegation is made that we don't have enough 

supplmentary readers. Do you know that, since 1934, 

e have spent sixty thousand dollars in the rural 

schools, and that means off the Island of Montreal; 

that means in the schools outside of the control of the 

Central Board-- we have spent sixty thousand dollars 

for supplementary books, and, last year we put thirty 

thousand dollars worth of books into every classroom 

in every Superior School off the Island of Montreal, 

"cluding the .uebec High School, and we put the money 

that would have gone to Quebec into Elementary Schools 

in books. I don't know what the complaint is on that 

ground, when .6 are actually ahead of many school sys

tems. I have been in these schools and I have seen 

this thirty thousand dollars worth of books. 

This year we are making another allotment, 

twenty-five thousand dollars worth of books authorized, 

and the cheques are being made out now; they ere author

ized in November, 1938. Now, fifty-five thousand 
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dollars worth of books actually in a class room for 

thirty pupils, at the most. generally speaking-- that 

1s not a bad number. In addition they have their 

central libraries and school libraries. 

DEAN HENDEL: There is room for impr ovement there; 

there is room for improvement all over the schools, 

teachers, buildings, equipment; there is room for im

provement atl over. 

I don't want to give any false imprwasion; I 

don't want to give anyone the impression that I think 

we have an ideal school system-- nothing of the kind-

but I do contend that, within our limits, e are not 

asleep. 

DR. PERCIVAL: ~here are one or two questions that oc

curred to me. You appeared before the Survey Committm ? 

DEAN HENDEL: I did. 

~~~~W."f: On page135, is the inference to be draWl 

from the sentence at bottom of page134 and page 35-

"that the Proestant Committee has prepared, etc •••• n 

Is that correct. 

bR. PER IVAL: You have asked a question that is very 

hard to reply to. I think that no publisher will 

publish any text book or any book wi th the idea of 

circulation within a certain restricted area. This 

attacks the possibility of ~uebec Teachers writing 

text books. 
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You see, it says: "This conclusion, patently 

true of such books as the riting books recently au

thorized, raises the q BBsion of the extent to which 

the cost is inflated by the Protestant Committee's prac

tice of preparing their 0 n books or their own ed1tiom 

of books issued else here " •• 

[t is tr e that those writing books were pre-

pared in Quebec, but textbooks are prepared in Penn

sylvania, they are prepared in ontariO, British Colum

bia and here. hy Should they not be prepared in ue

bee? 

THE PRINCIPAL: This says "prepared by the Protestant 

Committee Tl
• 

DR. PERCIVAL: Well, it is one of those statements that 

is there to give credibility. The strange thing about 

that is that they say you should not do it; they re

commend the preparation of hymn books for schools, and 

bible readings, maps, several pages of geography and 

history. So they are not consistent on that. If we 

think a certain idea would be better for our schools, 

I think e should have that idea. 

But, there is this to be said also; there is no 

case that I know of where a specific set of text books 

has been authorized which costs more than a similar set 

elsewhere. I feel keen about that. 1~ statement is 

upon the question of contradiction. I know of no case 

where that has been raised. 
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I say also that e have an arrangement with tre 

publishers that whenever any one of their books is sold 

at a lower price elsewhere than in Quebec, e get the 

advantage of that automatica)Jy. 

This statement ls definitely misleading. Take 

the writing books-- it is true that these books are 

prepared in uebec and they are prepared for our schools, 

but they are not limited to our schools; they are being 

sold elsewhere. I know there is a great sale in Londan, 

England for some of those books that were prepared in 

Quebec, but the price at which those are being sold is 

exactly the same as the price of the writing books 

that they have superseded. There is much more mate

rial in those. 

In other words, e hav;/~he same money, more 

material than we had in the series they superseded. 

COL. BOVEY: I was going to ask you if a series of 

each author was not in Quebec. I heard it said that 

there was not a series of each author in Quebec. 

DR. PERCIVAL: I don't know which series you are refer

ring to. Of course we have adaptations of the Americgn 

text. 

THE PRINCIPAL: The University is very grateful to you, 

Dr. Percival, and I know that every member of this 

Committee appreciates your coming and having the bene

fit of your advice and your views. I should like to 

add my own personal thanks; I am very grateful to you. 
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D~. PERCIVAL: I am very much obliged. There are only 

two things I ant to say. First, I deeply appreciate 

the hearing you have given me, and of the fact that 

amrthing 
you stated at the beginning that iiiSMm8 I said here 

would be kept here. That has enabled me to speak in 

as helpful a manner as I could, and I would be glad 

if you would see to it that I get a copy of the re-

cord. 

THERE BEING NO FURTHffi BUSINESS THE SESSION ADJOURNED. 

T.E.Fitzpatrick 
Official Reporter 
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THE PRINCIPAL: As you mo., we ha ve very dee p interest 

in the rep3rt of the Quebeo Protestant Education Survey, 

not only beoause of lts lmp11e d or expressed effeots on 

the Universi tY:\l but bee ause 0 fits oonsequenoes on tea .. 

ohers thro ughOll t the Pro vince \I and 118 wou Id be very 

grateful if you WOtlld upress your views about it. 

poor. LOCKHART: {fr. PriDoi Ji&.1, I wou 1d be ve ry glad to 



express my views, because a have a fe. In the first 

place, if I can speak generally to the REport - ta~ing 

it as a whole there is very little to complain of. 
with 

There are parts in it which I dontt agree,and its 

ideals, but, generally spea~ing, I do believe in it. 

TO me, the Reportd'vides itself in different 

parts. TIth regard to legislative action, much can 

be done, but that part that Is to be carried out aft~ 

legislation, is what I am interested in. Tha contro-

versial parts are largely in the chapters and mot in 

the recommendations. 

rhen you come to speak of the legislation re-

quired, I do believe that we should have a reor ~anization 

of the Proeestant COmmittee. I do believe that the 

Protestant Committee should have more po er than it 

has, in several directions. I don't think anyone can 

help being in sympathy with the desire for larger units 

of administration. 

THE PRINCIPAL: YOu speak now about re-districting? 

PROF. IOCKHEART: Yes, the whole Province - whether 

they have advanced the best definition or not, I am 

not prepared to say. I would say ~ rather imagine 

that perhaps the purposes of the Bill last year made 

a more satisfactory suggestion. nyway, some such 

scheme as that is needed, and if you can do that in 

some way or other, give us means of getting more money, 



I.t-o 

then you are in the way of putting into operation 

many of the things contained in the Report. Most of 

them are very gQod but some of them have certain contro

versial factors. That, in general, is my layout. 

COLO!ffiL BOVEY: I think that is a very clear state-

ment of your position. 

PROF. LOCKHART: If there are any questions I can 

ans~er, I should be glad to do so, I don't want to 

take up your time. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Dealing now with that part which must 

be implemented by legislation, have you any serious 

criticismm against re-organization? 

PR OF • LOCKHAR T: I don't know of any serious critiCisms, 

but I think the COmmittee on the whole is a bit too 

large; I would like to see it smaller, 

There is another thing. I don't like 

to see, for instance, clergymen made members of the 

Committee merely because they are clergymen. I have 

no objection to having them on the committee, but to 

me, they should have other qualifications. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Might I ask, did you appear before the 

Survey Committee? 

PROF. LOCKHART: Yes, I appeared. I was in charge 

of the brief prepared by the Protestant Associations 



I~I 

of Teachers, and as CHairman of that Committee, I 

appeared before the Survey Committee. 

DEAN 0 tNEILL: l.[ay I ask, in regard to organizations 

of the Protestant Committee, do you understand from 

that Report that they ought to have full charge of 

all Protestant Education, or that they hav.e it ~or 

rural districts or for Greater Montreal. 

PROF. IOCKHART: I would imagine - I may be wrong in 

this - I would imagine that the Montreal District 

would be practically autonomous, with perhaps general 

oversight and control by the Protest ant Committee. 

'rHE PRINCIPAL: Do you think that, so far as the 

recownendations and conclusions are concerned, there 

is a clear enough ~efinition of the powers of the 

Greater Montreal District, in relation to the powers 

of the Protes t ant Committee. 

PROF. LOCKHART: Generally speaking, I would say no. 

THat accounts for the hesitancy I had in replying. 

THE PRINCIPAL: The definition of the powers, between 

these two respective parties, is somewhat nebulous? 

PROF. LOCKHART: Yes. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Carrying that further, is it your v~w 

tha t the definition of the pO\'Jers of the Department of 

Education and of the Protestant Committee and of the 



organization of the Greater Montreal area, are not 

clearly enough defined? 

PROF. LOCElURT: I don't believe, Mr. Principal, that 

the definition as to powers between t he Department of 

Education and ~he Protestant Committee is nearly clear 

enough. Tha t, to my mind, is going to be a pomi tical 

difficulty_ 

THE PRINCIPAL: But, for getting the political phase 

of the question raised by the report - do you think 

that to invest the Protestant Committee and the organ-

ization Committee in the Greater Montreal area, is an 

appropriate thing to do and a wise thing to do? 

PROF. LOCKHART: It is hard to speak to that and keep 

away from the political entanglement that I know is 

there, but, generally speaking, I would say that if it 

could be done, I would be willing, given a proper 

Protestant Committee, to make it almost absolute, 

although I know that is impossible. 

r:i:HE PRINCIPAL: But the proposal in that respect has 

real and intrinsic value? 

PROF LOCKHART: Yes, I think we can take that on 

trust. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Do you think that the power to alloc~ e 

funds appropriated by larliament is in the domaine of 



the Protestant Committee? 

PROF. LOCKHART: I think that wo uld be fairly in the 

domaine of the Prot es t ant Commit t ee. 

THE PRI NC I PAL: It has been heard t hat that proposal 

is repugnant to democra t ic policy. 

PROF. LOCEHART: I donTt quite see that argument. 

The funds, in the first place, are all democratically 

voted, if you look at it in that respect. The pretest

ant Committee would have a budget and it dele gates 

certain powers t o othe r departments. I cannot see 

why, if the Committee is to make a direct accounting 

to t he Government for the money it spends, this shouli 

not be. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Is it fair to assume that the Government, 

in the preparation of its estimates, would appropriate 

funds to the Protestant Committee on the basis of the 

Protestant Committee's budget as subm4tted. 

PROF. LOCK1~RT: I would expect that would be one of 

the factors. 

THE PRINCIPAL: So that, in the appropriation of ~unds 

authorized, knowledge in advance of the allocation of 

the appropriation would be available and forma a basis 

for theappropriation? 

PRBF. LOCKHART: Yes, but I mean that the appropriation 



wo~ld of oourse depend, first of all, upon the require

ments of the Protestant Committee, and also upon the 

total amount whioh is to be voted for Eduo::.. tion and 

the proper share. 

THE PR INCIPAL: The Parliament never relinquishes its 

powers, they would be working on the basis of the 

budget previously submitted, in Which there would be 

a full disolosure of the a~locations to be made? 

PROF. LOCKHART: Yes. liLay I ask a question? Have 

you reference there to the allocation for Education 

purposes made by departments other than ~he Department 

of Educa tion? 

~HE PRINCIPAL: I am speaking of the speoific re

commendations in this Survey. 

PR OF • LOCKHART: YOu know that the Department of 

Agriculture, the Department of Roads, etc. have in 

their expenses money for Eduoation. I have taken it 

for granted that the Committee in their recommendations, 

mean that this Department should cease to be an 

Educational spending Department and that all Educational 

funds should be distributed to the Depqrtment of 

Education. I don't know if I am right there. 

THE PRINCIPAL: I had the impression that the Report 

is not clear on that pOint. 

DEAN BRI T'rAIN : It does not say so. If t hey knew 1b. e 



facts, I don't think they would make such recom~enda

tions. 

THE PRInCIPAL: I presume, in the absence of express 

language on that particalar point, in the absence of 

an expressed recommendation modifying existing pro

cedure, this recommendation only deals with the f~~ds 

now appropriated - the procedure now followed. 

PROF. LOCKHART: If this is a proper interpretation 

of the ir recommendation, then it wo uld mean very 

little for the Government to hand over to the Protest

ant Committee the dis ribution of the other funds, 

and if it means that, you are up against a difficulty. 

THE PRINCIPAL: There is nothing said about the 

power to allocate - even the SUbstance of the Report 

has little to say about the present procedure in that 

respect. 

DEAN LEHESSURIER: You have to take paragraph At 

page 270: "To receive all monies available for 

Protestant Educational p t~poses in the Province, 

including the Protestant share of all statutary funds 

and amounts from time to time voted for Education 

by the Legislature tl
• I don't think MacDonald College 

is part of the Protestant Educational system of the 

Progince. 

THE PRINCIPAL: In the absence of all reference to 



present procedure, the powers to allocate funds for, 

shall we say, Educational vocational purposes, in 

the language used on pages 270 and 271, are to be 

construed to mean that the present procedure should 

be modified - the procedure with respect to the 

allocation of funds. 

PROF. LOCKHART: If To receive all monm:ies available for 

Protestant Educational purposes in the PrOVince, 

including the Protestant share of all statutory funds 

and amounts from time to time voted for Education by 

the Legisla ture rr • 

diffic ul ty . 

I am not trying to raise a 

Druui LDIESSURIER: You must take the whole scheme of 

the Educational Act. 

DEAN H::NDEL: It says again "For the purposes of 

the Protestant Educational System in the Province lT
• 

PROF. LOCKHART: It would be a matter of interpretation 

of Protestant Education. 

THE PRINCIPAL: 

is it not? 

It is both Protestant ana Catholic, 

DEAN LEMESSURIER: Certainly, J:echnical Education is 

not the Educational System of the Province. 



DR. VOODHEAD: Page 261, I think, deals with that: 

nprovincial grants through Government departments 

othel' than the Department of Educa tion ll • Page 263: 

"there is need to co-ordinate the work of the Depart

ment of Education with the work of the other depart

ments mentioned above, and to forge a link between 

the schools and the institutions of advanced tech-

nical training. If this can be achieved, recruit

ment to these higher institutions will be assured and 

the orderly progress of the students will be safe

guar~ed." 

COLON£:L BOVEY: Also on page 263: 'the schools should 

receive a share of the sums at present disbursed by 

departments other than the Department of Education, 

so that there may provide facilities which at present 

are almost entirely lacking". 

DEAf LElFSSUR IER : Page 262 says that technical ex-

penditures are re-arded as common. 

THE PRINCIPAL: That was a nice point to bring up, 

because reference has already been made to that 

question. The language in the body of the Report, 

supports the conclusion that the powers to allocate 

and expend are limited only to what may be strictly 

construed to be Protestant Education as distinct from 

Technical and Agricultural Education. 



PROF. LOCKHART: In another place, regarding a new 

agreement, it speaks of the Protestant Committee itself 

paying certain sums to the University. Tha t, I 

suppose, means that Normal Schools would be looked upon 

as part of the EDucational System. 

THE PRINCIPAL: They are now. 

COLOITEL BOVEY: This, in pOint of fact, is the first 

year that grants for _cGill have been given, otherwise 

than to the Protestant Association. This year, it has 

been through the Provincial administration. If this 

had been carried out two years ago, it would be differ-

ent. 

DEAN O'NEILL: 1!fr. Lockhart said nprope rly const i tu"tB d 

Fro6estant Committee!T'. Does that imply that the re-

commendation does not provide for that? 

PROF. LOCKHART: I said, speaking pe.l.'sonally, I think 

the Protestant Committee has suggested by the Survey 

Report is rather large and unwieldly. I believe you 
interest 

would get greater m«mi and harder work from a group 

of advisory members. That would put them all on the 

same basis sofar as voting powers are concerned. 

There is a difference of opinion on this. 

DEAN O'NEILL: You think the representatives, the 

delegates, would bebandicapped? 



PROF. LOCKHAR T : I think it should be just as re-

presentative as you possibly could get. [hether they 

have tied down that representation too closely or not 

is perhapsa a question. Take for instance the organ-

ization of the Protestant School Board. I think they 

are overbalanced; I t 1:~ink they have got more than they 

deserve. It appears to be a province-wide organ-

ization, and if you ask how many School Boards belong, 

you will find there is not fifteen percent. 

DEAN LEIvIESSURIER: It has been suggested that it 

was too bad to have people delegated because they 

were, say, representatives from particular interests, 

rather than general welfare. 

PR OF. LOCKHART: I would say, I thought the School 

Board representation was unbalanced because there 

were too many, but I womld not question the good 

faith of these men. Certainly they will do what 

they can for the rural parts of the Country, but 

w!~tever they can do will not hurt anybody. I cannot 

conceive that a Board, squabbling among themselves, 

can help. I think you must have a little trust and 

faith in human DB. ture. 

HE PRINCIPAL: Are there any further questions on 

legislation? 

DEAN otNEILL: There is just one thing, the powers of 



the Committee over rural districts. Is that a desira-

ble thing? 

PROF. DOCKHAR T: Is not that same thing true of the 

Metropolitan areas of New York and of London, that very 

largely their school systems are autonomous, with a 

minimum of control from the central authority~ I 

think that is true. 

DF..AN HENDEL: While they are autonomous, they are 

not separate, they are still subject to the ~eneral 

regulations by the main Board. It does not seem 

to be different from any municipality within the 

Province. 

PROF. LOCKHART: I believe that all districts should 

have as large an amount of freedom as possible to 

work out their own solutions, under guidance that it 

is possible to give them. 

THE PRINC IPAL: I think you have been very helpful 

to us. 

PROF. LOCKHART: May I make another suggestion? 

This is something that struck me since last night. 

e have spoken about the possible political aspect, 

and some of the things that may not be feasible on 

account of the relation between Protestant and 

Roman Catholic. As I understand it, you are trying 

to get someth~ng to go on so as to present a backing 



for this Report. 

~I -
Now, may I make the suggestion that, when 

you have studied carefully the powers that you expect 

or you think should be granted to the Pro~estant 

COmmittee, it would be adgisable for you to get in 

touch, before you make a final report, with some of 

the outstanding ROman Catholic Educationists, to see 

to what extent they would be willing to grant a 

certain part, so it iould not infringe on vhat they 

might demand. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: Have you anyone dire ctly in mind? 

PROF. LOCKHART: I have someone whom you might start 

with - the director of studies of Roman Catholic 

schools, Mr. Piedalue. At least I think he wo uld 

be very helpful in that respect and tell you of 

others whom you might contact. 

DEAN LEMESSURIER: May I take it that he has already 

studied this document? 

PR OF • LOCKHART: I know he has. 

COLONEL BOVEY: He is also very much in the confidence 

of Mr. Fil teau, the Deputy Minister. 

THE PRINCIPAL: If you have any suggestions about 

any relevant matter, please do not hesitate to make 

them. So far, you have been very helpful to us. 



PR OF • LOCKru T: I do not think of anything else in 

connection with the matter. You yourself have become 

au fait with these things. 

TRC PRINCIPAL: You have already referred to re-

organization of districts. As to central recommend-

ations, first, the quality of teachers, second, as 

a corollary and an inescapable one, the pay of teach-

ers and he training of teachers, which I would say 

as really one central recommendation; second, the 

re-organi~ation of the forces arm the sUbstance of 

the teaching in school. Am I misinterpreting the 

Report when I say that these two matters are really 

the central matters of the Report? 

PROF. LOCKHART: Insofar as the quality of the teach-

ers is concerned - let us say, the quality of the 

students who come to us for training - we have a 

considerable number, just as you would expect, that 

are well up in intelligence, and we have a larger 

nu .. ber who are not. fuen you ~raduate them you will 

find the same thing; we have some that are excellent, 

some mediocre, and some fail to make a success, even 

after we have tried to pick out those who have the 

greatest chances. 

So far as salaries of teachers is co~ 

cerned, I dontt know whether an increase in salary 

would bring you an increase in brain power or not. It 



would bring you an increase in supply, certainly, and 

therefore the finished product :wuld probably UM 

average a little higher. I know this from my own ex

perience, seeing the machine working; after they get 

out oJ: college, we have a considerable number scattelOOd 

throu[ft the Province where they are doing most excellent 

work. ~{e also have others who are not. As to the 

training - well, it is too short. 

THE PRINCIPAL: 

recommended? 

PROF. LOCXHART: 

Do you mean the present period, or as 

There is no increase suggested. It 

is the scheme, the system that is used across Canada; 

there is no province in the Dominion of CAnada that 

gives more t raining for teachers. 

DR. VlOODHEAD: At this time it is pointed out that 

there shall be one year History. 

PROF. LOCKRART: Yes, so far as t heir suggestions go. 

I don't agree with them altogether. In the first 

place, I think by the things they recommend us to do 

they are trying to crowd too much into that. With 

a year's training, that year's work has to be largely 

training, and by training I mean getting on to the 

technique of teaching, pulling them up educationally, 

where they have sufficient basis and foundation to 

go on with their work. 



I would substitute for that -- I wo Id supple

ment that History ith two or three Summer scho ls in 

which the work they have to make wo ld be definitely 

laid out and wO lud tend to broaden them and lift them 

up. 

THE PRINCIPAL: May I ask this question on that? You 

would advise then one year to teaching technique to 

teachers? 

PROF. LOCKKL~T: Well, no. That is going a little too 

far, but I would be sure that that technique, insofar 

as possible, was acquired in that year. 

THE PRINCIPAL: 

ing prac tice ? 

Do you include, in technique, train-

PROF. LOCKHART: Oh, yes. 

THE PRINCIPAL: You want to vary that recomr:.endation 

in respect to practice? 

PROF. LOCKHART: No, insofar as the amount of practice 

is concerned. I think it has to be shorter. My 

experience would lead me to believe that it is almost 

impossible to take twelve weeks out for that. 

BEAN BRITTAIU: Do you know what the maximum is any-

vJhere? 

PROF. LOC:raw T: If you go through the Dominion, the 



maximum is about six weeks. There are one or two 

places where you can say it is about eight weeks. 

DEAN O'NEILL: vlould it be feasi b::'e to have them prac-

tice teaching after they finished the course? 

P .. ,OF. LOCKHART: It would be just the continuation 

and should be ~atched carefully. Te have to watch 

them very closely in their practice, and then, of 

course, a great deal of time is spent individually as 

a result of practice. I would like to move it up to 

twelve eeks, but I don't see the possibility of it, 

and I would hate to see any regulations saddled on 

me. If we cO lld exp eriment ~ith it and give seven 

seeks, then eight, and work it up t o tielve, perhaps 

there would be a possibility, but I don't see it. 

While I am all for the 12th Grade, I WOQld like to 

see every student for the 12th Grade, start when he 

come sin. These are things that will not relieve 

us very much. 7hen it comes to teaching elementary 

aFithmetic, you will find our staff would have to go 

right back and do what they do now, if not more. 

DEAN HENDEL: In your year of training, do you mean 

that you would not have as at present, English, 

French and NIa thema tic s? 

PR OF • LOCKH.ART: No. 

DEAN HENDEL: You would retain them? 



PROF. LOCKHART: Yes, but, for instance, the Report 

suggests that more attention be pmd to a group of 

~ t subjects and that more exercising be done, mor 

manual training, more art, and things of that sort, 

but you cannot have all these things without you 

contribute something. e are working right up to 

the limit of the students' time, he is busy from 

eight thirt,y to four p.m., five days a week, and you 

cannot add more; if you do, you must take something 

off. I speak of the larger picture. These other 

things could be strengthened in some schools, we 

cOP.ld find time for re-adjustment of the programme. 

Certainly, we have to train for the kind of teaching 

that the course of study envisages. It is the same 

with music, art, et~. 

DEAN RENnEL: Are not teachers obliged to attend 

University courses? 

THE PRInCIPAL: In certain states, particularly in 

new York, there is what is known as lorkshop exper-

iments. Sofar, I think it is very helpful. 

DEAN BRITTAI:N: About this proposal to increase the 

amount of time spent in teaching. There is a peculi~ 

scheme advised here. How do they get this extra train-

ing, twelve weeks, or whatever it is. Could Prof. 

Lockhart give us some idea of the feasibility of that 

scheme? He knows the situation in rural Quebec bett~ 



than e do. 

THE PRllICIPAL: The scheme is laid down on pa e S194 

and 195. 

PROF. LOCKKART: If you take the itinerant teacher -

divide 150 into three groups of 50 to a group; the 

suggestion is that they divide these 50 groups into 

two of 25 for the City, and the 25 be placed in 

hostels, as some conveniently located place. 

It has fallen to my lot to make provision 

for twenty students to do practice work around 

Knowlton, and I found working it out that it took in 

a radius of fifteen miles, and that is traveling a 

bit; I could have done it better and more satisfactor

ily if I mp~ stre~hed another two or three miles, 

but I did not want to do that. That is one of the 

things affecting the Protestant population in rural 

Quebec and if you can envisage delivering a crowd of 

students from a hostel in Knowlton over a radius of 

fif~een miles and bringing~em back every night, you 

are doing something. The way I am doing, I am having 

them billetted and I have them, so far, located in 

boarding houses where the teachers of the stUdents 

reside. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Tha t is the present system? 

PROF. LOCKHART: It is a system I hope to try to work 



next Spring. 

Another thing. If this is worked out, 

these students will be there three weeks, in one group, 

another three weeks in a group, and still another, and 

you would have in this area students in these schools 

for eighteen weeks, and before the eighteen weeks were 

up I think you would commence to have repercussions, 

and that would mean you would have to get another 

hostel • 

DEAN BRITTAIN: The idea is all right - it is the 

practice. 

PROF. LOCKHART: The idea is all right, to get them 

out there, but I think I can work a better scheme. 

THE PRINCIPAL: That is very interesting, and to me, 

is very helpful. 

PROF. LOCKHART: There is a question of what this wodd 

involve in the way of field work. That goes back, of 

course, tothe suggestion for re-organization of the 

training staff - putting the work, aside from these 

specialists, under the control of two or three general 

utility people. That is one theory, but I cannot 

believe in it. It does two things. It takes away 

the possibility of having a speciamist in English, 

Mathematics - the teaching of Hathematics. Then it 

cuSs off those who are teaching thettheoretical science 



from the possibility of seeing, as they should, what 

their product is doing. The inference is that it 

can be done cheaper, but if you consider the time 

you have, your fees, etc., it is not. Then, it is 

not cheap things ~e want. 

DEA~ BRITfAIN: You mean t hat your staff would be 

larger than it is now. Do you mean to say that mm 
this supervision might be done by the st~ff at cer-

tain periods? 

PROF. LOCKHAR~: Certainly, supervision ha s to be done, 

and the best people to do it are the persons who have 

the students in charge. 

DEAlT Ht!illEL: I think you comment on pa )e 206: nThere 

is no good reason, apart from such subjects as French, 

Art, Music, Physical Training, Dome s tic sub j ec ts and 

handwork, why two or three highly competent men and 

wmBmX women should not give all the necessary instruc-

tions to a group of a hundred students ~ho are spend-

ing a single year in fitting themselves to become 

teacher sTl • 

IJ:HE PRINCIPAL: We will proce4i to another matter, 

having to do with the training of teachers, the 

qualifications of those eligible for admission to 

the School for Teachers. The princip lecontained 

in that group of recommendations' is found in re-

commendations 143 to 151, page 311. 



PROF. LOCKHART: Yes. If you start with 143: nAs from 

September 1939, the practice of admitting those who 

have completed Grade I, should be discontinued tt • 

This is a very nice thing to strive for. 

THE PRINCIPAL: But, there are certain complications. 

PROF. LOCKHART: Yes. If you look over the Province, 

you will find there are considerable areas which have 

no access to a H~gh School, but which are a large 

expense to their individual schools. I would say, 

insofar as that particular recommendati. on is concerned, 

it should not be in force generally speaking until 

such time as Grave Xl is bro ught wi thin easy reach 

of every scholar inthe Province, or the scholar is 

brought to the school. 

THE PRINCIPAL: You think that rigid application of 

thewe recot 'lmenda tions would so restrict the supply 

that the Province would be corpelled to fall back 

upon recommendation 157 on page 314. 

PROF. LOCKHART: It probably would, but even if there 

were such teachers, in some respects, they would be 

uite unsatisfactory. They would not have the train

ing in French, for instanoe. I think e ought to be 

able to provide our own supply of teachers - we are 

not a vast growing community. 

There is another thing. There are a l~ 



of districts in this Province that some of us would 

not like to live in. Now, you get girls coming from 

those districts, and they put on a c onsiderable amou~ 

of culture when they come to us, and they ~ill go 

bock to those places; whereas if you take a girl from 

a centre, it is difficult to get her to go out there. 

THE PRINCIPAL: Perhaps recommendations 143 and 144, 

and the hope expressed in recommendation 145, could 

best be met insofar as certain districts in the 

Province are concerned by insisting more upon the 

summer school? 

PROF. LOCKHART: A broader summer school than e have. 

We can easily supply the school if someone will 

supply the money. 

THE PRINCIPAL: You think that would be the cheap-

est way? 

PROF. IOCKHART: Yes. 

":HE PRINCIPAL: And perhaps as effective a way as th::t 

suggested in recommendations 143 and 144? 

PROF. LOCKHART: In many respects. ',e have many who 

come back in the Fall and when they come back, they 

reap almost as much benefit as they do in six months. 

DEAN LElffiSSURIER: I take it we need a higher matricul

ation for the summer school. 



PROF. LOCKHART: I think it is more feasible. 

THE PJ.INCIPAL: Hot ignoring its desirability. 

DEAN 0 'NEILL: Do I understand that the particular diS

tric~Prof. Lockhart speaks about have a difficulty in 

placing teachers? Tha~ those who come up for train-

ing have not a superabundance of money - would it 

help out if students training for teachers in those 

districts ere speoially selected and given bursaries? 

DEAN BRITTAIH: There are no bursaries in the 

elementary schools. 

PROF. LOCKHART: A teacher would sign an agreement and 

go to the country and teach three years, and she woun 

get a bursary of ~300. If a teacher from an inter

mediate class goes back into the rural district, she 

can apply for one third of that ;j>300. at the end of 

the year and another third at the end of the next 

year. This is paid half at Christmas and aalf at the 

end of the session. 

DR. WOODHEAD: The only thing that makes it pOssible 

to get teachers in Gaspe and such places is the fact 

that some of ~hem live at home. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: I think that this recommendation 157 

has been made with a full knowledge of the situation. 

Do you think we could be able to attract teachers from 



Ontario to Gaspe? 

PROF. LOCIiliART: You would have to pay ~hem a lot more 

salary. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: I mean, with the same salary? 

DEAN L~ffiSSITRIER: You would not attract anyone that 

you would want. 

DEAN H:ENDEL: .lay I ask to what wo' Id the bursary 

apply - would it be to traveling expenses? 

PROF. LOCKHART: No. It is given them to help pay 

their expenses in college; they may use it to buy 

bonds if they wish. They get v50. at Christman and 

~~. at the end of the year. 
Those 

mR~amim in the inter-

mediate classes don't get it. If they go back to 

the rural sections, it is a bonus. 

DEAN O'NEILL: Do I understand that students coming 

from Gaspe, after being trained, are probably the 

best teaohers for there, and theEe are normally ones 

from Grade lX. 

PROF. LOCKHART: From Grade X. 

DEAN O'NEILL: would there be more Grade X from thore 

districts? 

PROF. LOCKHL~TS: Yes, the way it seems to be working 

now. As for qualifications, more and more are coming 



in to the elementary school, who have had at least p~t 

of Grade Xl training. That is, the standard is un

consciously rising itself. Of course, the time might 

come when we can say we don't need to have any more. 

I think in t he present element ary schools 

in w'1 ich there are twenty or nineteen, about three of 

them have taken Grade Xl. The others either failed 

to make t he grade, or they have not taken SUfficient 

subjects, and during the last few years, that situa

tion as offered itself, and it is offering itself. 

DEA:~ HENDEL: I would like to know hether the 

bursary is given for the purposes of the Slli1mer Schodl. 

PROF. LOCKHART: It is given to a girl because she 

comes there and promises to go back and work for three 

years in the rural districts. 

DEAN O'NEILL: Yould it not amend the situation to make 

it that students, after a certain date, should have 

Grade Xl. There could be an increased bursary or 

bonus of some kind, to provide for additibnal summer 

school to bring them up to the general average. 

THE PRINCIPAL: You mean the sur:~mer school at Mac

Donald College? 

DEAN O'lffiIIL: Yes. 

PROF. LOCKHART: According to present regulations, while 
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it may be advisable, but it would not help tremendously, 

because before they can qualify for the intermediate 

diploma, they must have this Grade Xl. They are 

allo ed to work that off in bits, part this year, and 

part next year, and many do get up a few subjects in 

June and then in September, and they ha7e what we call 

their Academic qualifications clear and then, at a 

certain number of summer schools, they can get their 

diplomas. 

COLONEL BOVEY: \Vhere do they take that extra Grade Xl? 

PROF. LO~T: any of them do it themselves, with 

a little help Jherever they can get it. It is wonde~ 

ful what they can do all by themselves. 

DEAN O'NEILL: 'That about a correspondence course? 

PROF. LOCKHART: There is a possibility of that. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: We had one boy that never went to 

school in his life, he was in a place where they had 

no school, and he took the Technical College exam

ination and passed it. 

COLONEL BOVEY: As things are at present, do you think 

a girl from a country district, Grade X, ill make a 

better teacher to go back to rural areas than the 

same girl who has giRde Xl - say, if she came from a 

district where there is no Grade Xl? 
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~R. LOCKHART: I cannot answer that, because I can 

take you to some students in the elementary classes 

who are far better teachers than some in the inter

mediate classes. It has this advantage, you would 

have a more mature person. This would have to be 

answered according to each individual case. 

DEAN HENDEL: I ould like to ask about qualifications 

for graduates from a university who take the d'ploma 

course and who may be anxious to become 

refer to Recommendation 146. 

achers. 

PROF. LOCKHART: ell, so far as 146 isconcerned, I 

heartily agree with it:-

"Graduates in arts, science, engineering, commerce 

ffor agriculture of cGill University or any other 

Tfrecognized university, who have approved qualifi

lfcations in English, mathematics and science and 

"are satisfactory in respect of character, h~alth 

"and aptitude, should be admitted to a course of 

training leading to the a ard or a high school diploma". 

Yes, I agree to that. In fact, I think I 

wrote this myself. It follows very closely upon the 

recommendation that I made in the Teachers Association 

brief. 

it. 

~e recommended that, and gave .. reasons for 

• 

The argument against that is that the stu

dent is not prepared to teach everything that ~ay be 

required. As a matter of fac t, under pres~nt regula

tions, nobody is, and you could not expect anybody to 
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be, and if a man is in charge of a high school, with a 

high school diploma, wither that community has to be 

able to afford teachers qualified to teach the courses. 

If a teacher cannot teach chemistry, physics, etc., 

then they cannot be taught. 

THE PRINCIPAL: It is your view that a university grad

uate is perhaps better qualified, by reason of his train

ing, and will more nearly approximate the requirements 

of that type of school, than a person who has not had 

university training? 

PROF. LOCKHART: I think so. I had the experience my

self. I could give them matriculation, but there were 

some things I did not feel mywelf qualified to teach. 

DEAN RENnEL: Do you feel, however, that students from 

urban schools, taken from a university course, are apt to 

be at a disadvantage in teaching lower grades in rural 

districts? Are they likely to be out of accord with 

their environment? Does it disqualify them, having 

been to a university? 

PROF. LOCKHART: Having been to a univerSity does not 

disqualify them, or having been associated with urban 

centres does not, but if they are teaching in the lower 

grades of a high school, they have hot had the right 

sort of training. 

Taki in Ontario. They have a High School As

sistant diploma. If they have a high school graduate who 

is taking that Assistant certificate, amd if that graduate 
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thinks he or she is likely to teach in hat they call 

the Public School there, she must submit that certifi

cate before she is qualified, and she must do so by 

training such as our people take for their interme

diate diploma. 

If we had hat we suggested in ~ur report, 

instead of teadhar training under a Director, don't you 

see that we could correlate that work; that if a high 

school graduate were looking for~ward to work of his 

choosing, he would be given the proper tmining for 

that work. Through no fault of anybody, now, they 

are not gel ing t his. 

I would correlate th work of the two staffs, 

and I would heartily agree with working that out. 

THE PRINCIPAL: The next is re-organization of courses 

in the School for Teacher Training itself. ould you 

s~ eak to that? 

PROF. LOCKHART: In the first place-- speaking of the 

elementary schools up to grade VII. The course is, on 

the whole, too rigid now, but it is not as rigid as a 

great many teachers make it; that is, they accentuate 

its rigidity, because it 1s a sort of a line of least 

resistance. 

THE PRINCIPAL: You are talking now of lhatthe ~ acher 

does with this course of study? 

PROF. LOCKHART: Yes.. The requirements of the 
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regulations themselves are to my mind perhaps too 

rigid, and the teacher, when she handles these, makes 

them more rigid. One. is superimposed on the other, 

and that links itself up with what they have said 

about the use of text books and memoriz ing. If you 

were a teacher with this coursel of study in ...... 

the elementary schools, by yourself, with six or seven 

groups to teach, what would you do. 

Now, there are shining examples, but, gene

rally speaking, there is a tirade sgainst the slavish

ness of text books, and to my mind they did not go 

to' the :third and last step. 

THE PRINCIPAL: They did not go to the cause? 

DR. LOCKHART: No, they did not go to the right spot, 

and thatvis, to do away with the text book courses 

altogether, and have a course of study on similar 

lines with possible selections, and then a list of 

books which would be helpful in handling these parti

cular talentsr That is the last step which I think 

we have to go. 

DEAN BRITTAIN: We prepared a syllabus for Nature 

study, and one of our staff criti~ized it, and I in

quired why it was not satisfactory, and they said 

tha t with out a "tie' xt bo ok 1 t wa s us e 1 e ss. 

THE PRINCIPAL: You have dealt with the ;endency to

wards rigidity-- will you now deal with re-organization 

of the courses 6~6-3. 
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PROF. LOCKHART: There again, I heartily agree with re

organization, such as outlined here, and it should be 

easy to do this. It is going to be difficult-- very 

difficult-- in the more sparsely settled districts. 

If you take anyone of the districts that they have 

suggested, for educational purposes, you would have 

to have there, first of all, a number of one-room 

ele entary schools-- there is no district where you 

can avoid that. 

That school, under the scheme here, would 

teach up to grade VI. Now then, the geography of 

that district would have to be very carefully studied, 

and there wo Id have to be placed, at strategic 

points in that district, certain junior high schools, 

to ~hich easy acoess could be made for the students. 

Then there would have to be somewhere at 

least one, and perhaps ore, dependant on size and 

population-- there would have to be one senior high 

school. You could not have them scattered the way 

you have no. Around each you would have to build 

hostels and accomodation for taking care,as cheaply 

as ~ossible, of scholars coming from outlying parts 

of the districts, and the expense would have to be 

borne by some sort of subsidy. 

Then, perhaps, you VloWlil be able to build up 

a senior high school that would give each pupil such 

course or courses as he as able to take, whether 

academic, technical or manual. This will take you a 

long time, but the idea is splendid. 
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DEAlT HENDEL: There is no di ficulty with hostels 

there? 

PROF. LOCKHART: No. There you would bring your schol

ars to the school and not away from the school. 

THE PRINCIPAL: The University, in expressing its views 

wants to be in a position to defdnd what may or may 

not have been done in any particular course, presumab-

ly under or partly under its Jurisdiction. 

It is also fair to repeat that the university's 

interest is not by aD\V means confined to the financial 

implications of the report. That is, its main and im

portant interest is really in the whole scheme of Prot

estant education in the Province. That is really its 

significance. 

OFF THE RECORJ) 

THE PRINCIPAL: Will you take this message from the 

Committee to the Teaching Staff. e are very s,mpathe-

tic with their inJured feelings, and if the University 

does not come to their defense it is not because it 

m. s no sympathy wi th their grievance, bu ra ther that 

perhaps, as you suggast, it would be wiser in the light 

of developments to ignore what appears to be misrepr~s

entation of conditions as they actually are. I hope 

you will take that message with you. 

We are very grateful to you. You have been 

of extraordinary help to us, to me, and I am sure to 
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the other members of the Committee. 

PROF. LOCKHART: I shall be very glad to be of any 

assistance I can. 

TH~ PRINCIPAL: It may be that, in the printing of our 

report, we shall wish to consult you? 

PROF. LOCKHART: I shall ne very gladindeed, and I 

thank you for the very fine reception you have given 

me. 

T.E.Fitzpatrick 
Official Reporter 
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UNIVERSITY SENATE COMMITTEE HEARD G 

ON THE 

QUEBEC PROTESTANT EDUCATION SURVEY REPORT 

AFTERNOON SESSION, JANUARY 18th, 1939 

PRESENT: 

The Principal 

Col. Bovey 

Dean Bri ttain 

Dean Lemesurier 

Dr. Woodhead 

Dean Rendel 

Dean 0 'Ne ill 

PROFESSOR JOm ImGRES INTERVIE lED 

THE PRINCIPAL: /ill you tell us wha. t you have to say, 

Prof. HughesY 

PRCF. HUGHES: I should like to place on record that, 

when I accompanied Dr. J. H. Putman on his first vis

it to MacDonald College, hich visit was a courtesy 

call on Dean Brittain, a conversation took place that 

comes back to ID¥ mind, which seems to throw light on 

Dr. Putman's attitude. 

I asked him whether he had been to MacDonald 
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College and whether he knew anybody there. He replied, 

in effect, "l met Dean laird some years ago, and I ad-

dressed a meeting in Otta a, and his address left a 

good impressionu • This would appear that, at the out-

set, Dr. Putman was pre-disposed, if in any direction 

at all, fa~orably. 

I had nothing to do with the Intelligence 

Test part of the survey beyond acting as intermediary 

between Dr. Putman and Dean Hende1 regarding the ex-

ternal routine arrangements, etc. 

I recall distinct that I conveyed a request 

from Dr. Putman to have all the first year students 

tested. Dr. Putman is therefore not responsible, 

nor is anyone else to blame for the fac t tha t the 

University group may not have been completely repres-

entative of first year students. (See page 188 of the 

Survey Report). 

The chapters on Teacher Training were not 

among those that I saw in Scotland. 

Evidence submitted to the McGill Committee 

on Teacher Training some four years ago throws much 

light on problems now under discussion. It is there-

fore suggeste. that the evidence be studied by the 

members of the present Committee. 

T.E.Fitzpatrick 
Official Reporter. 




