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Principal of ~cGill Unive~3ity. 

:Deal' Si~' Al'thur Cu~rie. 

I~ case the University is consider-

ing further buiihding, I wi ell t;,J lay "Qefore you tLc \JJ..u.~.llS 

of the Archj~ectural Staf: Of the University for professional 

emplo:nnent. 

In other Universitjre-a it is custoL1.arj, 

to rey personal knowlect.ge, to give such employrJ1ent to 

archi ter.t members of the staff on t21.e grou~1ds that it is 

dcci:,,"able tLu:~ the teac:lers of ArlJhi tecturc ehoulfl be kept 

in active touch wit~ t~e practical side of t~€i~ profession 

aad that this is best dO!le by havin~ them enq;age to some 

c:":tel1t in ','le de3ign and erectioll of bulletins. 

J:cGill Uniyel'sity >['5 011 'ler Sta:':'f four 

arc '1i tectr:J, Professor lTobbs t Er ~1?E.Carle£B, ~:1' P. 'rurner 

and myself. We are all :'.1.11y qualified arc11 iteC'ts, Fellowa 

of t"he Royal IllS ti tute of Bri tish Archi tects and ~lembers 0:' 

ti1e Province of Q,uebed Arcl-.itectural Association. Professor 

Nobos and ~r ~urner are at present in pra~tice. bIr Carless 

ami myself were for many YE'ars in p:ractice, previous to 

tal:ing 119 te~hL'lg. 

Professor Hobbs and l.f.r Carless both served 

in the war. I:r Carless served four years overseas, Qf 

which two and a half were spcat t.t c}1e Front, in the 

Artist Ri:'J..es, the :!anadian ;ngineers and the Canadian 
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~ioneers. He enlisted in the ~anks and l~ose to tile rank 

of 8aptain. He \"[1 c; a'; al~ded the O.:8.E. 

undou1:ltecily sacrificed his professimlal chances "uy his 

services in the army. 

It hus tee~ a satisfaction to the Staff of thi~ 

Dep2.rtment to see work done for the University ay ProfessCJl" 

:.Toobs, Personally I may be allowed to express my admiration 

of tLe ne"{ wing to the Library at present being erected by 

him. It seems admirably in harr.lony wi th the old building. 

So lone as a consid.€.ra1:lle amount of work for "the UniverE:.ty 

was being done by Prof. ;robbs the Staff of the Depar"'C!llent 

feI t that the general p:':'inciple Vias bei"1g preserved, and 

it must be re::lembcred t:"'f't Pr'of. -TohhS is doing valu~le 

·ceaching work at a nOl"'linal salary. 

I understand that applications for emploJ~ent as 

archi tect are being !'!lude to you and to the Governors by 

others. It ; S on tj1ie "'.,c"'o'.mt that I rite this latter 

as I consider ·~:1.at it is only due to t':e Staff of thin De.1.)-

artment that their claiMs shoulc. '1-)e presented. 

yours fai t'1.fully. 

HacDomald Professor of A:r..~chi tecture 

HcGil1 9 nivcrsity 
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THE STANDING COMMITTEES 
The functions of the Standing Committees shaU be to consider and investi~ate any subject appertaining 

to the branches of ~he profession of Architec,ture with w~ich. they are respectively ell trusted, and to make 
r('ports and su~gesttons therC?n to, the CouncIl. The pubhcatton of s,uch reports ~r suggestions, or abstracts 
thereof, shall be left to the dIScretIOn and management of the CouncIl. The StandIng Committees may make 
C'om.mumcatlOns at a General Mectmg by the direction or Jeave of the Conned or Chairman of the said meeting. 
- hlmct from the Bre·Laws. 

ART. 
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H. CIIALTON BRADSHAW. 
M. S. BRIGGS. 
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Sir BA:-;'ISTER FLETCHER. 
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t ,. 
PRACTICE. 
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W. R. JAGGARD, 
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BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATIO~. 
See Supplemental Charter 1909, Clause 4, and Bye-law 47.] 
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I I Cn tT T OE Pn 7 psr; 2 Hr. 
L. B. BUDDEN, M.A. 
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WALTER CAVE. 

E. STANLEY HALL. 
TH01\lAS R. l\hLBURr-.'. 
HERBERT A. WELCH. 



RAMSAY TRAQUAIR 

... ,.. . " A . IliA 

W E . CARLESS 

F" . R . I • A 

PROFESSORS 

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

Sir Arthur Currie. 

Principal. McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

4 30v 1924 

I enclose a list of the o:ficials of 

the Royal Institute of British Architects, including the 

Council end the Board of Architectural Education, as 

arranged during our conversation this morning. 

yours faithfully 

J 



. 
Wovember 5th. 1924. 

Slr Bobert Fa1ooner ••• C.U.G •• 
Prealdent. Unlversity ot Toronto, 
Toronto, Ont. 

Dear S1r Robert:-

1 bear very QAott101al1,. , that 
tbe B08tO~ Sohool ot!eGhnolosyls a .. ktDc ' 
reoosnltlon fro. ~h. R07a1 1n_\1'1Ite ot Brltish 
Arohlteot8 tor ita Canadlan sraduatea. At the 
pre.ent tl •• DO sOhool o.tslde the British laplre 
1. reoosnlse4 ~7 the Royal ID.ti,.te. 

I 40 Doi know how TQU f •• l 
a)out 'his aD4 1 dou)t ,aa well the propriety 

, ot aula. an7 tOrllAl prot •• '_ , At the same time • 
• e In Caaa4a .~ 'rJIDS " O ~114 up sohool. ot 
uohlteotu,.e. We hav. a' 01&1' ell.po.al nO,thing 
like tbe ,. •• ouro •• a~allak1. In the Amerioan 
Sohool. and It the 207&1 1n.t1tute graDts to &D7 
~rloan school ' the reoo8D~tl0. extended to ua 
~n Canada 1t plac •• ua UDder a turther handleap. 
Ot oour ••• · It a student r.earda the JO.tOD Sohool 

, a. better than an7 1n Caaata it 1, hi. privl1 ... 
to Co there,. b~' It he ohoo ... to 80 ~ncl beoo.e. 
a sra4uate ot that 8Ohool. 1 do not think-the 

. a07al In.tl tllte should extend to 11111 the e&me 
privl1esea as it he sra4uated trom a Brltl8h 
80hool. 

• . 1 thought 1~ you would Join 
•• we .iSht lndlreotly briDe eo.. pre •• ure to 
bear ~pOD the ottlcer8 o~ the 207a1 lnstltute not 
to be.ln to .zte.4 th •• e pr!yile .. e to A •• rica. 
801&001 ... 
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IPres{t'lent's I1'fftce. 

Principal Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.::'.G., K.C.B., 

McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

November 14th, 1924 

Please exouse me for not having answered your letter of the 

5th November before this, but I was in doubt as to what answer to send, and 

I have talked the matter over with one or two. 1 quite agree with you as to 

the propriety of not making a formal protest against any aotion that the Royal 

Institute of British Architeots may take, for I think that it is not at all 

unlikely that in answering any application from the 1:assachusetts Institute 

of Technology, if they felt they had to refuse, they would definitely put the 

blame on us, and that would be most unfortunate. All the distance that I 

think it would be wise to go would be to request that they should not put us 

at a disadvantage by giving privileges to American Institutions such as they 

will not give to us. 

I think also that this should be communicated to them indireotly. 

If anyone in England who knows our situation has a chance of speaking to an 

influential member of the Council of the Royal Institute of British Architects 

he might prevent any harmful discrimination. Of course there is always the 

danger of a representative going farther than one would have gone oneself. 

Had 1~. Noxon, the Agent-General of Ontario, been in London at present we might 

have communicated with him, but he is in Japan and may not be back for some 

months. I am afraid I am at a loss to suggest any one else. The more I have 

thought of it the more I have considered it unwise to make any formal 

representations. 
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r am sorry that I am not able to give you a more satisfactory 

opinion in this matter. 

11th kind regards. I am. 

Mours sincerely, 

President. 



Professor P. E. Nobbs. 
14 Phil11ps Square. 
~ontreal~ 

Uy dear Professor robbs:-

of February 9th. 

Pebruary 14th. 1925. 

Thank you for your letter 

I am ~elighted to ~ee that 
the stand taken by you porsonally. and ' whioh you 
advised me on behalf ot the University to take. has 
been amply JustIfied. All's well that enda well. 

Yours faithfully • 

• 
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GORGE l' HYD 

CBBS 8: HYDE 

ARCHITECTS 

4 PH L QlIA 

Mo R At 

February 9. 1925. 

Sir Arthur Currie,G.C.H.G., K.C.B., 
Prinoipal. 
~!cGi11 University. 
Montreal, Canada. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

You will reoo11eot my having called 
your attention last septem~er to an article by a 
Hr. Bradshaw, in the R.I.B.A. Journal of Aueust 
16th, the tone of whioh was singularly out of 
harmony with the usual amenity of that periodical, 
and in which certain schools of architeoture, ours 
among them, were assai1~d, and oertnin rather 
odious comparisons instituted. This matter may 
now be regarded olosed, the last issue of the 
R. I.B • 1\. Journal containing a general dis o19imer 
of editorial responsibility for si~led artio1es. 

I have, during the last few months, 
been the recinient of letters from all concerned -
the Secretary~R.I.B.A., the Editor of the Journal, 
the author of the article and the Chairman of the 
~ducation Board. These are of a very ~rsona1 and 
friendly oharacter. It appears that whgt happened 
was, that after the R.I.B. \. International Confer­
ence on ~duoation was over, everyone was tired 
and went on holiday, Rnd J..lr. Bradshaw's article 
was hurried1-:t prepared, a nd was seen by none but 
himself till 9r inted. 

!J!r. Curtis Green, the Chairman of 
the Board of Architectural. Rducation, in a letter 
of 22nd December, 1924, says' "If ~.desire to 
"do so ,._1 shall ~~ ver~_glad for you to state that 
~~ou have received an assuranoe from the Chai~ 
"of the Board of Architectural Education that the 



Sir Arthur Currie •.•••.• Pae~ #2 Feb.9'25 

"artio1e in question was, like all other signed 
"artio1.es, olear1y unoffioia1, and merely an ex­
!lpression of the personal ~iews of the writer." 

PEN IC 

I am, 
Yours truly, 

P. S. The artiole whioh I \vi thdrew from the 
R.I.B.A. Journal will appear in the Journal of 
the Royal Arohiteotural Institute of Canada, 
next issue. It will reaoh all Canadian ar­
ohitects, instead of only a few. 

P.E.I; • 
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9 .arch, 1925. 

!)ear Sir, 

1.y brother Stewart Henbest .Capper, whose sudden eath in Egypt 
..... 

on Jan. 8 ast has been a reat loss to many bes10es those of his 

own fa~11y, in the course of a remarkable career, held the Chair of 

Architecture at McGill for seven y ars, from 1896 to 1903, as the 

first Macdonala rolessor of t is sub .. eot in the Univp. slty. From 

~10n real he went to Hanchester University, alS in as the fir ... t occu-

pant of he newly founded 6hair of Archi tee ture. In bo h places h 

did "uistlngui ned pioneer work ana ,ale the irst impuls to an edu-

. movement whIch h s contlnled to ra~e probress s"n.e his day . c 

"""" I t s c('nnexion \ ith tlli" SUbject that, as e ecutor of ::IV 
It. 

roth rls 

will ointlf vith he Royal Exchange Assurance of Lo don), ~h3:t · 

I have occasion to write to you; for he cherIshed until the c o~ of 

his 41e the m mo y 0 h1~ S.oc ation ith t e t\O Jni\ersities on 

whose s a f he d s rled, and, sub ect to eer ain fa~ily :ife n-

terests, done f which ~e hope will in the ature of thIngs ~ndur 

for a r at L, nv yea s, .e h s 1... cted that his residuary e ... tate 

shc.l1 t .1J be di ded otween them for the ene!i of he r 

Arcni tGe ~u a de artments. The words of the will ar as f0110ws :-

I, •• on the deter~J nation of the trusts hereinr-ef C) 'r eclar d 

an contdined m T ustees shall hold the said trust pr miscs 

oon:J.itut nt:.> 0 represent " r'IV res1dua y estate ana the neon 

hereof IN TRUST to di-lde the sa ~ual]y ~etyeen the McGil 

~niversity of 10 ltrea C naOa and the ~ictoria Cni ersity of 

Manchester Ior the benefit i. each case of the Departments of 

Arcl i~ecture of s ch Jni rciti s in the ho e that eaoh lni-
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ver ity 'ill see it ... vay 0 u .. llise .. he money in sope \,Tay tha 

will as oc.ate ry nat~e and tenure of th. chair of Architecture 

with th s ~ift but such exprossion of r.y hope is not to create 

any trust or le,al obli,ation and I decla that the receipt 

of th ~reasurer or other roper o fficer ~or the time bein of 

each 0 he s~.ld TJniverslties shal.t dis0harge m'! Trustees. H 

The w 111 las not .J et teen P rOved, nw b ro the r' s res idence and 

death in E y~t navinv, introduced compl catlo s which 0ause delay, 

and ! therefore ask ~ou 0 be ind enourh, for the p esents to keep 

this tequest i_om puL11city; but I have thow~ht it 'i~~ht to Give 

you notice of it iu adlance. 7he estate is of modest propor ions, 

but hould hop 

. each "Jni'lerslty "P' ;;ali i t 

+'he moiety of the r sidue which will ,0 to 

prove to be not less, at any rate, th 

be vee. £4,000 and £5,OvO. 

In case the facts of my Brn-her's life may not be familiar to you 

and o .. hers at McGIll, although there must be some who reme~ber him, 

I enclose a cuttin~, of the ob tuary notice which appeared in ':'HE 

TIMES (London) on Jan. 10, 1925. 

I am, dear sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

General Sir Arthur W. Currie, C.C.A.~., 

Principal and ice-Cnancellor, 

lcCill University, l.ontreal. 

.J' ., LL. D, &c. 



DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
RAMSAY TRAQUAIR . 

A A . I. . A MONTREAL 
PRo,eSSOR 

Sir Arthur Currie. GC!':;:G &c 
Principal, llcGill University 

Dear Sir Arthur Currie, 

I~ Dece111ber 1921 

I send a copy of a nemorial on the supply of 

plaster Casts for educational purposes. This is one 

of the results of a conference of University Schools of 

Architecture held in Toror..to in October last. 

It is proposed to circulate this amongst all the 

Art and Archi tectural Schools, the :~Ufleums and other bodies 

concerned in Art education in Canada, and to some extent in 

the U.S.A. for siGnature and a:!?proval. If, as vIe believe 

will be the case, there is an immediate support, it is 

proposed to send t:le memorial to The Canadian and Bri tish 
t;:: 

G~vernments, and the two gren t :F~ngli sh liuseums, i 11 

tne hopes tha~ it may influence thei:r' ac ti on. 

I may say that I have nlready assurance that 

action of this kind on our side will be welcome to the 

authorities of the Victoria and Albert Huseum, 3.nd that it 

will receive serious consideration. 

I do not wish to take furhter ste:!?s without the 

fullest kl1.0wledge und approval of the U'li versi ty, anc: on 

'that accoun J
.; send you this copy, which io a draft only, 

for your approval. 

youro 
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X nneth M. C mpbe11, ~sq •• 
1019 Oanada Cement Building, 
I ontrea:t. 

Dear f'ir:-

August 
Twenty-seeo d 

1922. 

I peg to t.c p'7lo •. 1edt~e reoci >t of your 
1 tt r of uugust 21st. 

Your letter ~111 be pl oed on file 
u'I"!d should an 0 portu'YIi ty aris I will let you know. 

Yours fa1 t 11fully J 

.trincipal. 



J/.(/41h hf)',,: 

L&~~'M 
~.~.' 

~ £.: ILr ilv- /tnw ~ 
4- ~ ~ "-<f 
~ ~ f,Jl-W r~ 

N1f.<.£.1 . tL;; J ~ £( ~ 
Lt ~ ~ ~ $"61./ 
j'~ .lu jJ- 10 /LJ. "-r 
/~ jOy - -
t..1V'.i. 1. ~~Jt;- -

to J AuJ~ t, r;"., 
~.~. ~ '(",v 

~~ f~'~trW 

~«:1b, J~ 





Dr. F. D. damG~ 
Dean, Faculty of ppllod vcl neo, 

eGl11 ~nlverG1tyo 

pr!l 
leht onth 

1923. 

1 th ref-orcnce to 
YOGterday roe rdine let 

D p t ont of rchltootnra. 1 h 

the ~e~or~ d~ loft 
ca ... • ~ i tory in tho 

vc uone ·to the 
tollo Inc.oonclu ton ;-

(l) That th nonl ~ of 1: ppllod vC lone 
re justitied in ooncludinG that-a sepnrGte examination 

p p r in 1 tory ould b provided for the tud nt In 
rohlteoturo. pp r ntly a lson lon over thl h 

beon oin on f r lonG tl 0, lareely b 
Portor, r proBo~tln the ncult:;r of . pplic clence, 
and Profo cor 111- ..,." tho ond of thc tistor:r Dept..rt-

c' t. Probably bot t re u1 ts oul have been obtain 
had th Dcans Of th cultlcB concerned t .en up th 
matt~r at tho at t. lathered lao that hon nn 
aerOoDont found lopo Ibl the natt~r as brou ht up 
in the Art Faoulty and It, a body, decided to 
support the Hoad of the History D p rtm nt. 

(2) I < not n creoMont lth that doci lone 
I bell vc that the r istory Department ."lCht vcry ell 
h vo provided tho two p .or this yoar cnd then rai od 
t e uo tion as to the practlce to bo fo110 ed in future 
... r. r 0 over. the doe 1 sien h · G boon de nd I think 
i u lse to OV r-rulo thnt eol ion. ololy on th 
Ground of polioy. re ortor has throBtoned th rts 
Fa.culty ·.1th rat llo.tlon, 0 thc.t h"'vo n ro rottcbl 
tate of f~r eXiutlnc. If I ovor- ide the doe! ion 

of tho A ta Faculty the irritatIon· ill be lncre sod 
If 1 do not ... clanoo 111 £001 that f Ith h 0 not boon 
: pt ith ito 



Dr. F. D. 44MB .. 2 -

(3). I conclu e also that it woul be no 
gre t hardsh1p for tho fow 8 tudenta in Archl toe tur8 
to rite on the papor In History on ay 9th at 
~acdonal College. I think the oxaminer would take 
into donslderatlon that thoy have bean unablo to 
oomplete the course in Ita entirety. I"do not think 
the three hours 61 e up tor the purpose of wr1ting 
the paper ould Interfere very much Ith their other 

ork out there and It they oannot retain the knowlodse 
ot the 11" aubJeo t unt 11 ~o.'3 9th they deserve to tall. 
Howevor. apparontly. Applied clenoe does not &gre. Itb 
suoh a sUSBostloD. Dd .0, for this year, I would aUS68" 
to you that you take the record ot their progresa. through­
out the year ~a furnished by Pro! B80r a gh and that 
you pass them or plough them aa you Bee fit • 

ageln I shnll to. 0 
polioy stabllahed 
in oonnootion lth 
between rtc an 
po Icy. 

. 
afore examination time comea round 

up the qu tio and havo the Unlveralty 
s to th relations between Faoult!e. 

such atter.. A~p r nt17 it ariae •. 
ielne nnd ~~o should be , Unlyeralty 

You'. t th lly. 

• Prinolpa.l • 



Arril 17th.19Z3. 

l[ill ... lORA1;mJM wi th reference to the sessional examination 

in First Year EISTORY in the Department of Architecture 0= the 

:E'acu:}, ty of Pl'li ed Science. 

----------------

(1) For many years a special course in General History was given 

by the Department of History to students of the 1st. Year in the 

Department of Architecture in the Faculty of Applied Science. 

: ore recently the Department of History represented that 

on account of their small staff it was found very difficult to 

provide this course, and the request was rr.ade that the students 

of the 1st. Year in Architectuxe should take the regular Ist.Year 

Arts course in Gener~ History. 

The Faculty of Applied Science agreed to this for the 

purpose of accommodating the Depart~ent o. History,although the • 

course in question did not meet the needs of tre students in 

Architecture nearly so well as that which it replaced. 

(3) At a meeting of Corporation held on June l6th.1920, 

the 'Faculty of Arts was requested by the Board of Governors to 

lengthen their academic year by one rr.onth. This request was 

referred to the Faculty of Artd for consideration and report. 

(4) At the Corroration meeting held on December 8th.1920 the 

Faculty of Arts reported in favour of lengthening their academic 

session by two weeks, but stated that in so doing manw difficulties 

would arise in connection with courses which were taken jointly by 

students of the Faculty of Arts and of other Faculties. 

This report of the Faculty of Arts was sent down to all 

the other Faculties for their consideration. 

(5) At a meet~ng of Corporation held on February 9th.192l 

all the other Faculties reported on the proposal of the Facul ty 

of Arts. The various difficulties which would result from the 

lengthening of the Arts session were considered and commented upon. 

The Faculty of Applied Science in its report stated that these 

difficulties could be overcome "the only inconvenience of any 

f.}ccount would be the setting of two examination papers" in each 



of these subjects which are taken jOintly by the students of the 

two Faculties. The History course in question as specifically 

mentioned as one of these subjects. 

In view of these reJ)orts the '1hole question as again 

remitted to the Faculty of Arts for consideration and report. 

(6) At a meeting of the eorl oration held on April l3th.192l 

the Faculty of Arts having considered these reports from the 

other Facul ties, t ogether '~ ith the d ifficul ties ~hich must 

necessarily be met "reaffirmed its former decision" and 

recommended that the academ)c ye~r of the Faculty of Arts be 

lengthened by continuing their lectures until the end of April. 

This was adopted by Corporation and the Arts session was 

ordered to be lengthened. 

(7) All the Professors having jOint courses (with the 

exception of Professor Basil liilliams) when requested to prepare 

separate examination papers for the stu6ents of the Faculty of 

~rts and the Faculty of Applied Scien~e - as it was pointed out 

at Corporation would be necessary - at once supplied the papers 

which are nON being printed. Professor lillia~s,however,in 

whose Department the course of lst.Yeay History was t aken by the 

students in Architecture, referred this request to the Faculty 

of Arts, and the Faculty of Arts refused to allow a separate 

paper to be prepared for the students in the Department of 

Architecture. 

(8) -' The examination in Histor,y for the Department of 

Archi tecture is scheduled for April 25th. A.M. - that for the 

FaCulty of Arts is schedUled for May 9th. 

(9) The Faculty of Applied Science now asks for a Beparate~~ 
examination in History to be taken by the students of the 

Department of Arc~itccture on the orning of April 25th . , as 

required by the action of Corporation. 

(10) On lay ~th. the students in Architecture are engaged 

in the regular vork of their Suwlmer SchOOl in Surveying at 

Macdonald COllege. They work there in a group of stUdents which 

is broken up by the absence of an~ of its members. Furthermore, 
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they have not taken the whole course of lectures on which the 

Arts students are examined, and they are in every 'my entitled 

to a separate examination paper. 

The decision with reference to this Case involves 

big future issues. If :Professors having jOint courses are not 

to prepare separate papers it mll be necessary next year, and 

in ali subsequent sessions, to provide many additional courses 

of lectures which may be given to students of the two Faculties 

separately. All this can be readily avoided and a very large 

expenditure of money saved by the simple expedient of the 

preparation of separate examinations papers for the studerts of 

the two Faculties who are taking these jOint courses. 



DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

AAMSAY TRAQUAIR 

,.. R. I. e .... . 

W. E. CAI'tLESS 

,. . JIlt. 1.8 . A. 

PROFESSORS 

MONTREAL 

Si:- Artht"r Currie, G.C.:i-.G. L.L.D. 

PrincipEl of _:cGill Uni rersity. 

Dear Sir Art:lUr I 

August 27 1923. 

ce~ely for t~e honour w"ich ~ ey h.ve ~o e me in conferrirg 

on me t'le Desree of ::.A. }:onoris causa. 

It will !1lake a --ery :teal ~iffGre"'ce to Me 

to feel tV-at I mn ['.n al'r:l.nu8 of t"e :."niversity iv: '.'lie} I 

have the 1ea'31..lre of teaching. I shall feel all ~ e ~ore 

proud of ~y 8c[;001 i." the feeling that I c:.m not or1",r c, teacher 

but also a mer her in it. 

I re.4C in. 

yours faithfully 



NOSBS & HYDE 

ARCHITECTS 

PERCY I" Noees, .. A. ~.A lOA A < A 

GEORGE T HYDE 9·9< • B 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, 
Prinoipal, 
MoGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

14 PHILLIPS SQUARE 

MONTREAL. 

Maroh 27 t 1924. 

Your kindly reproof regarding my 
style and titl in oonnection with my reoent 
paper at the R.I.B.A., I take as a pretty oom­
pliment. It was, I think, in the interest of 
our professional life here that it appeared as 
it did. 

As I am unable to return to London 
to attend the International Congress on Arohi­
teotural Fduoation in July, the R.I.B.A. have done 
me the honour of asking for a general exposition 
of my Views, to be published in the R.I.B.A. Jour­
nal just before the Congress. That paper will be 
signed in my quality as a Professor of McGill. 
It will represent my individual opinions only. 

Yours very truly, 

PF..N/o ------------------



Protessor P. E~ Robbs, 
14 Phl1l1ps Square, 
l:ontreai. 

Dear Protessor Nobbs:~ 

Maroh 26th, 1924. 

, I am returning herewith the . 
two numb~rs ot the Journal ot the Royal Institute 
ot British :'rchltects, which you were 600d enough 
to loave with me. 

I rea4 your paper with a great 
deal ot in~erest • . It I have an7 critIoism to otter 
it i. that the paper. are reported as having been 
given b7 'Percy E. Robbs, etc., Prosident ot the 
P~ovlnoe ~t Quebeo Association ot Arohiteots". I 
wIsh you could have introduced 'Protessor ot 
Aroh1teoture in KoGill UnIversity' som •• here; although 
I know very well that those who hear4 70U were aware 
ot your &Sloola~lon with this University_ 

letter. I am ret~ralDg the Seoretary'. 

Yours faithfully, 

Pr1ncipal. 



~he Secretary 
Board of ArchItectural ducatIon. 
9 ConduIt Street, Hanover Square, 
London, .1. 

Dear Slr:-

June 23rd, 1924 .. 

Reforence your cLrculnr lcttor 
of 27th ay addressed to SIr Arthur CurrIe, 1 beg 
to say that some tl~c ago 31r Arthur rote that he 
wouid have no obj ctlon to being a member of your 
Co Ittee. Pos lbly. the letter ha been oi laid. 

Yours ~aithtully 

11frld Bovey • 

• 



TELEPHONES,MAYFAIR 434 
" ,MAYFAIR 6543 

DeGl.r $ir, 

TELEGRAMS.RI BAZe. P,CCY. LON DON 

. krnjAMUbd-<'1 d . /:, "lid }/f'<l/v ~/;;II:/rrl/.-Jv. 
mu! d, 77,d 7' /U/(>tlC< 

.!J. ?;~Jlcbu/ .;;:?ue.t: ;tt:/?07 ''''"1 . .:;p/a it'! ~ IV] 

2'7th ~iay 1924. 

Uit~ reference to my letter of the 8th April 

last, asking if you will be kind enough t~ allow yo~ n~e 

to be include1 in the list of Members of the Grand Com-

mittee for the International Congress en Architectural 

Education, I shall be glad if you will tell me if my 

~xecuti ve Ccmmi ttee l;lay l'lave the honour of doing thi:1. 

Ycurs faitnfully, 

• Sccretc.ry to the Board. 



NOSBS & HYDE 

ARCHITECTS 

PIERC.V NOBBS.. • •••• • 14 PHILLIP QUARE 

EORQ T HVDl', Se 

Wilfrid Bovey, Esq., 
Prinoipal's Office. 
MoGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Bovey, 

MONTREAL 

July 30, 1924. 

Re cable from Royal Institute 
of British Arohiteots, Board of Arohiteotural 
Eduoation, I advise reply as follows:-

-Montreal, July 30, 1924. 

fWHaynes, 
" Ribazo, London. 

"Use seleotions drawings MoGill Sohool " 
-of Arohiteoture for Travelling Exhib- " 
"i tion. Return balanoe inoluding " 
-measured drawings old Frenoh work. If 

-MoGill University.-

I will oover this with s letter to Haynes. 

PEN la 
Enos. 

Yours faithfully, 



FORM T.D. 1 M. 

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY'S TELEGRAPH 

TELEGRAM teE VE, T t P"" , ,,, 111 I h 

:: T LD 

All Messages are received by this Company for transmission. subject to the terms and conditions printed on their Blank Form No. 2, which terms and 
conditions have been agreed to by the sender of the followipg message. This is an un repeated message, and is delivered by request of the sender 
under these conditions. 

38RABR 4"1 V I A HX JU L Y 29 

LOi~tJOi~ 

Leo MCG I LL UNIVER~ I TY 

tJ,oiHREAL 

J. McMILLAN, General Manager of Telegraphs, Montreal. 

BOA8D Af~CHITEC'TURAL EDUCAT I ON ROYAL I r~STITUTE BRIT I SH ARCHITECTS ~tlSH Te 

ORGAI'J I ZE TRAVELLlf·JG EXHIBI T I ON tJUR If-JG NEXT YE.AR OF ..,ELECTED EXHIBI TS FROM 

I I·J"t.HI\jA T I OI~AL ~01~lIni.:.JJ I.:..XH l iJ l TI OiJ I'!.I\Y vi=- HAVE PE.ht~ I SS I ON KEf:.P FOR THIS 

PER I OD SELECT I Of~S BEFORE EXHIB I T IO f~ I S DIS PERSED . 

HAYflES RI BAZO . 

1227PM 



July 29th, 1924. 

Profesoor P. E. obb. 
14 Phl11ips Square, 
!ontreal. 

I 

Dear Professor obbs:-

£0110 ine c ble:-
have jn t reoeived the 

"Board l.rohit ctural Eduo t10n Roy""l 
nstltute Br.t sh rohltect~ 71Gh to 

org ... nlz ravelling ~blbitl021 during 
n t ye r 0 se1 oted exhibits troD 
Int~rnGtlona1 Congro 8 Exhib1tion • 
• ~y wo h v per lesion keop tor this 
p rlod seleotions beforo xhibltion 
ls disperse.? 

Ib zo • 

. 'ill you pI as le t e kno 
h t you think of this? 

Yours faithfullY9 

Wi1frld Bovey. 



Protessor P. E. 50bbs, 
14 Phi11ips Square, 
Montreal. 

Dear Professor obba:-

September 19th,1924. 

I have your letter of the 
17th oontaining a memorandum of telegrams whioh 
have passed .between you and the Royal Institute 
of Brit1sh Arohiteots. The letter to Professor 
fraquair which ls also attaohed i8 now returned 
herew1 the 

I wrote & letter to the 
President R.I.B.A. in slightly different terms 
to what you suggested. 

With all good wishes. I am. 

Yours faithtully. 

Prinoipal. 



September 19th,1924 • 

... 

The Pres1dent 
Royal Inst1tute ot British Arohlteots, 
No. 9 Oonduit Street. 
London, England. 

Dear Slr:-

y attention has been direoted 
to an art101e whioh appears on page 590 ot your 
Journal of the 16th ot August 1ssue. Th1s article 
1 a oritioi m of the Students' Dra ings exhIbited 
at the Oongress Exhib1t and represents, I take it, 
the offioial view of ~our InstItute. 

This oriticism makes a very 
sweeping oonde nation of the ,ark of the Department 
of ArchIteoture of this University, the referenoe 
belng as follow : 

• fI ~he lIoGill Uni versi ty exhibI t 
as d1sappointing as the fruits of a five-year 

oourse. At Toronto UniversIty the pr ssntatlon Is 
oft n a fe ble.lm1tatlon ot the Beaux-Arts style. 
and many ot the plans wero wrong in soale and poor 
1n design. he work Is ho ever • . better than that 
of noGl11 University'. 

In vie of the fact that our 
school has so reoontly ben recogn1z d by your 
Instltut we canDO help feeling oonslaorable 
surprls· and rogret to find its wor oondemned in 
suoh an unqu liftod ay. ~he oom arison of the 
vor~ of this chool with that of Toron 0 seems 
altogether unn oessary and oannot have any good 
ftect vhatevor in the rolations existing between 

theso two sohools •. Such a comparison teaches us 
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Presluent,R.I.B.A. - 2 -

nothing. In taot it Is 1 pas Ible to. gather 
tram the artiole the reason for your opinion 
that the result of the f1v -year oourse her 
are 'dlsappolntlngt

o 1 cannot help npting that 
, the co Mont on th Ca brl g and din burgh 

sohools ar 0 a cry general natura and yet 
se ere. 

rt seems to me that In suoh 
an artiole all the schools might reasonably have­
expeoted to find some explanat on of the orltlcls 

nd so e construotlv au gestlon. ell thought out 
or1tioism ls always benef10ial and a1 aya eloo • 
b t the reference t~ the work of the oG111 sohool 
h Ipa us' in no part10ula and Oan b produo tl v of 
nothing but har • 

Yours faithfully; 

Prinoipal. 

• 



PERCY NOBB9 ... 

G ORG T HYD 

NOSSS & HYDE 

ARCHITECTS 

14 P I L PS QUAR 

MONTR At 

September 17, 1924. 

The Secretary, 
Royal Ilstitution of British ~rchitects, 
9 Conduit st. egent st., 
London, W.l. F.ngland. 

Dear r. 18.c liater. 

cable:-
I have tod y recp.ived the following 

"'Uobbs, 
~London. Sept.16. 

"14 hillips Sqr. lontreal. 

" 0 e may publish your sper this week's 
~Journal. Please cable. 

Dircks. 

I h ve r lied as follow 

, ibazo. 
, London. 

Diroka. Publish if accompanied by offioial 
~disclaimer Bradsh w's order of ~erit. 

, llobbs' • 

This is without prejudice to the issue 
wh'oh has been raised. 

Yours f ithfully. 

p 'C 

----------------------~ 



PERC.Y E NOBB9 ... ." •• " • 

EORGE T HYDE •• 

Noees & HYDE 

ARCHITECTS 

14 PHILLIPS SQUARE 

MONTREAL 

September 17, 1924 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B •• 
Prinoipal. 
MoGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

The attaohed memo. to the Seoretary, 
Royal Institute of British Arohiteots, oontains a 
oopy of oables exohanged. This qualified oonsent 
to the publiodtion of ~ rtiole is in deferenoe 
to the view you expressed. 

May I hear whether you saw your 
way to aooept my suggestion that you might oom­
munioate with the President, R.I.B.A.? 

I also enolose a letter from Sep­
timus Warwiok to Professor Traquair, on this sub­
jeot, whioh please return. 

PJm/c 
Enos. 



PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCElLOR : 

SIR ARTHUR W . CURRIE, G .C .M.G., K .C .B. 

H- c 

~,~t,<: 

I~ () l k. 0 

F'ROM 

THE PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR, 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY, 

MONTREAL. 

l et 



OttD::;a, 
~.ls.rch 28, 1925 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

I thank you for ser.di~g me a copy of 
Pro fessor P.a.r:lSay Traquair I s article on "The 
Old Archi tecture in the Province 01' Quebec." 

I am delighted to know that the Association 
of Architects in Quebec is endeavourin~ to pre­
serve at least the records of these cmrmir.e nits 
of early arcnitecture, more especially as ~here is 
always the danger tha.t the hand of 7-ime or the 
neecs of a worl{:- a-day world may destroy the 
originals. 

We do woll to I'oster a love for our old 
landrr.arks . It counts for much in the life of a 
na tion to realize that it has a n",-c::-gl'ound, 
historic and picturesque, and in the older parts 
01' Canada, pal·ticularly in Quebec, there is so 
much that is worthy 0:' our afu~iration and re::;pect. 

',Vill :,rou be good enougu ~o conve;)" my 
com_)liments to Professor '::raquair . I should er.joy 
reading' further articles along this Ih:e, as I 



gather this is the first of a series. 

Wi th IX;! sincere thanks and ldndest 
regards to yourself. 

Believe me, 

Yours verJ sincerely, 

Sir Arthur '.1. Currie , G. C. :.:. G. , 
Principal and Vice-C~~ncellor, 

11cGill Universi ty, 
Mon treal, Que. 



Octo r 11;. 1 
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Sir Arthur C 
Prinoipal, 
McGill Univ 
Montraal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

R A 

Ootober 8, 1925. 

K.C.B., 

Following our conversation today on 
the subject of the Royal Canadian Aoademy's free 
evening life-classes, I have very great pleasure in 
acoeding to your suggestion to 9ut the matter in 
writing. 

1. One of the flmotions of the Academy is to 
organize these classes wherever there is a. demand, 
throuEhout Canada, and the Academy finds its re­
sources crippled as the government subsidy has of 
late been reduced by sixty-six per cent. 

? The Provincial School of Fine Arts does 
not provide the nude for its pupils. Higher in­
struotion in draw1.ng will thus not be available in 
a free sonoo1 III the city unless the Academy classes 
can be organized. 

3. The Art Association has always been willing 
to provide the studio accommodation, and will -prob­
ably do so this year, free of all charges, and be­
sides defray part of the cost of the regular instruct­
or. 

4. The local Academicians are prepared to pass 
u~on the eligibility of students for these higher 
studies, to visit the class in rotation, and to re­
commend a regular instructor in the ~rson o~ Mr. Dy­
onnet, while the Academy, as a body, is prepared to 
pay the wages of the models. 

5. The Department of Architecture at McGi11 has 
always urged its more advanced students to take ad-
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vantage of t~8e classes. Twenty-five per cent (25%> 
of the attendance this year might be expected fror.l 
this source. The Department has neither the accommo­
dation nor the means to nrovide a life class of its 
own, as is oustomary in most Sohools of Architecture 
on this continent. 

6. It is very desirable that sufficient funds 
should bp available to enable duplica t '. 011 of the 
time table so as to avoid mixed classes, i. e. four 
nights a week instead of tw~. 

7. A sum of from $800.00 to $1,000.00 made over 
to the Aoademy for use in this conneotion would en­
able this work to be 1ll1dertaken, with tho rough in­
struction and adequate supervision. 

PBU'C 

I aM, 
Your.s faithfully, 

(Signed) Peroy"E. Hobbs, 

FO~ TH-r<: ROYAL CANADIAN AeA DEMY 
LIFE CLASS ~OMl'.crTTR"E. 



BB HY 

A T 

4 

October 8 1925. 

Sir J rthur Currie, G.C.I.1.G., K.G.B., 
Pril1ci!lal, 
VcGill Urliversity, 
Hontreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

?ollo~ing our conversation today on 
the subjeot of the oyal Canadi~n ~oademyts free 
evening life-classes, I have very great pleasure in 
aooeding to your suggestion to put the matter in 
writing. 

1. One of the funotions of the Aoademy is to 
organize these classes wherever there is a demand, 
throughout Oanada, and the Aoademy finds its re­
souroes crippled as the government subsidy has of 
late been reduoed by sixty-six per cent. 

2. The P.rovinoial 80hool of Fine Arts does 
not ~rovide the nune for its pupils < Higher in­
struotion in drawing will thus not be available in 
a free sohool in the city unless the Aoademy classes 
oan be organized. 

3. The Art Assooiation has always been willing 
to provide the studio aooommodation, and will prob­
abl~T do so this year, free of all oharges, and be­
sides defray 'Part of the oost of the regular instruot~ 
or. 

4. The local Aoademioians are prepared to pass 
upon the eligibility of students for these higher 
studies, to visit the olass in rotation, and to re­
oommend a regular instruotor in the person of Mr. Dy­
onnet, while the Aoademv. as a body, is prepared to 
pay the wages of the modelS. 

5. The Department of Arohiteoture at McGill has 
always urged its more advanoed students to ta.ke ad­
vantage of these ola.sses. Twcnty- five per oent (25fJ) 
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of the attendance this year might be expeoted from 
this souroe. The Department has neither the aooommo­
dation nor the means to provide ~ life olass of its 
own, as is oustomary in most Sohools of Arohiteoture 
on this oontinent. 

6. It is very desirable that sufficient fUnds 
shou~d be available to enable duplication o~ the 
timetable so as to avoid mixed olasses, i. e. four 
nights a week instead of two. 

7. A sum of from $800.00 to $1,000.00 made over 
to the Aoadeoy for use in this oonneotion would en­
a.ble this work to be undertaken, with thorough in­
struotion and adequate supervision. 

I am, 
Yours faithfully t 

FOR THE ROYAL CANADIAlT ACADFJviY 
LIPE CLA SS COMMI T~. 



4 It 

It 

October 9, 19~5. ~ 

Colonel W. Bovey. 
Prinoinal's Office, 
?JoGill University, 
Hontreal. 

Dear Colonel Bovey. 

The enclosed letter to Sir Arthur 
Currie results from my conversation with him 
yesterday. I understand he has left town and 
will be away some time, but I thUlk from what he 
said that he has in mind some way of supporting 
the Academy Life Class, so I send two copies of 
my letter to him in case he desires to send one 
of them where it would do most good. I shall 
therefore be obliged if you will have these let­
ters forwarded to him, insteSld of awaiting his 
return. 

Yours very truly. 

P1~N/c 
Encs. 


