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sive survey of the structure of coral reefs in the So
ciety Islands. 

THE National Metal Congress will be held in Cleve
land the entire week of September 9 by the American 
Welding Society, the Iron and Steel Division of the 
American Institute of lIfilling and Metallurgical En
gineers, the Iron and Steel Division of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers, the Institute of 
Metals Division of the American Institute of Mining 
and Metallurgical Engineers and the American So
ciety for Steel Treating. The schedule provides for 
most of the plant inspections in the mornings, so that 
the afternoons will be free to attend the metal exposi
tion in the Public Auditorium of Cleveland. 

PRESIDENT HOOVER, by recent executive order, has 
set aside as a refuge and breeding ground for birds, 
Snake Key, Dead Man or Bird Key and North Key, 
in the island group known as Cedar Keys, off the 
west coast of Florida. The refuge will be known as 
the Cedar Keys bird refuge and will be administered 
by the Bureau of Biological Survey of the U. S. De
partment of Agriculture. The islands in the new 
reservation serve as important nesting and wintering 
grounds for hundreds of aquatic birds, including sev
eral species of herons, pelicans and cormorants, some 
of which are becoming greatly depleted in numbers. 
It is unlawful within the refuge to hunt, trap, cap
ture, wilfully disturb or kill any wild animal or bird, 
or to take or destroy the eggs of any wild bird; to 
cut or burn any timber, underbrush, grass or other 
natural growth; wilfully to leave or suffer fire to burn 
unattended near any timber or other inflammable ma
terial; to leave a fire near any forest or timber; or 
wilfully to molest, injure or destroy any property of 
the United States. 

1'HE Forest Reservation Commission established by 
Congress to be guardian over the national forests east 
of the Mississippi River has authorized the purchase 
of 111,238 acres to be added to 14 forests in 11 states 
and has designated six new purchase units in four 
states. The total purchase price is set at $296,977.96, 
an average of $2.67 per acre. Funds for the addi
tional tracts are appropriated under the Weeks and 
McNary-Clark Acts. The national forests already 
established which will receive additional territory 
under the new purchase are as follows: Alabama N a
tional Forest, Alabama; Allegheny National Forest, 
Pennsylvania; Cherokee and Georgia National Forest, 
Georgia; Tawas, Mackinac and lIIarquette National 
Forests, Michigan; Monongahela National Forest, 
West Virginia; Natural Bridge and Shenandoah Na
tional Forests, Virginia; Superior National Forest, 
Minnesota; White Mountain National Forest, New 

Hampshire; Ozark National Forest, Arkansas, and 
Savannah National Forest in North Carolina, South 
Carolina and Georgia. The six new purchase units 
authorized by the commission are to be known as 
Oneida National Forest, in Forest Vilas and Oneida 
Counties, Wisconsin; Flambeau National Forest in 
Price County, Wisconsin; lIIoquah National Forest in 
Bayfield County, Wisconsin; Geweenaw National For
est in Iron and Houghton Counties, Wisconsin; St. 
Croix National Forest in Pine and Carlton Counties, 
Minnesota, and Green Mountain National Forest in 
Windsor, Bennington and Rutland Counties, Vermont. 
The latter will be Vermont's first national forest. 

THE Bureau of Standards reports that a new proc
ess for the production of large disks of optical glass 
will be described in the August number of its Journal 
of Research. This process was developed by the bu
reau's glass section in connection with the making of 
the 70-inch disk for the mirror of the large reflecting 
telescope at Ohio Wesleyan University. The raw ma
terials were melted and stirred in a large pot, which 
was then tapped near the bottom. The molten glass 
flowed through an iron trough into a combined mold 
and annealing furnace located in a pit in front of the 
furnace. The temperature was accurately controlled 
by electrical means; the whole period of cooling and 
annealing occupied 8lh months. The resulting disk 
proved to be remarkably well annealed and no diffi
culty was experienced in drilling an eight-inch hole at 
the optical axis to accommodate the CasslloOTainian 
mounting. The paper will describe the method of 
making the pots, modifications in the construction of 
the melting furnace, the arrangement of the mold and 
annealing furnace, the methods of measuring and 
controlling temperatures, the melting and casting of 
the glass, the method of annealing the glass, the det~r
mination of the quality of the annealing and the drill
ing of the hole at the center of the disk. 

THE National Research Council has received a fund 
of $10 000 for a cooperative investigation with the 
Burea~ of Standards on the preservation of publica
tions. The investigation planned consists of surveys 
in public libraries to find the existing conditions as to 
the deterioration of publications and to find means 
of remedying conditions found to be harmful. Con
sideration will be given to all materials used in books 
and to the influence of the atmospheric conditions in 
libraries. Librarians and others concerned with the 
preservation of valuable records published in bo~k 
form have noted with considerable alarm the rapId 
deterioration of many such publications, and there has 
sprung up a general demand for accurate information 
which will assist in developing measures to prevent 
deterioration. 
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A CORRESPONDENT of the Journal of the American 
Medical Association reports that an institute of pre
ventive medicine has been established at Leyden, the 
first of the kind to be created in the Netherlands. On 
the administrative committee will serve 11r. W. J. M. 
Van Eysinga, professor at the Faculte du droit and 
rector of the University of Leyden; Mr. P. I. Iden
burg, general secretary Professor Dr. J. A. Barge, 
of the faculte de medicine; Professor Dr. E. Gorter, 
of the faculte de medicine, and Dr. M. D. Horst, di
rector of the medical service at Leyden. The institute 
has a threefold purpose: (1) the application of pre
ventive measures to diseases; (2) the study of new 

problems of preventive medicine, and (3) the instruc
tion of physicians and nurses, together with responsi
bility for publicity campaigns. The society will 
occupy itself particularly with prenatal care, the care 
of infants, children of preschool age, and school chil
dren, and the care of adolescenis and adults. In 
addition, the institute will study, as far as possible, the 
prophylaxis of occupational diseases. At the start, 
only a part of the program can be carried out, but it 
is hoped that, with the aid of subscriptions, it will soon 
be possible to realize the entire program. The admin
istration is composed of five persons, while the gen
eral committee comprises at least sixty members. 

UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL NOTES 
DR. CLARENCE STONE YOAKUM, director of the bu

reau of university research at the University of 
Michigan, has been appointed dean of the college of 
liberal arts at Northwestern University. 

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR H. M. GEHMAN, of Yale 
University, has been appointed head of the depart
ment of mathematics at the University of Buffalo. 

DR. W. H. CHANDLER, professor of pomology in 
the college of agriculture at the University of Cali
fornia, has been appointed head of the division of 
pomology. Dr. Chandler succeeds Dr. W. L. Howard, 
who has been appointed director of the branch of the 
College of Agriculture at Davis. 

IN the school of chemistry at the University of 
Minnesota, Dr. George Glockler has been appointed 
associate professor of inorganic chemistry to replace 
Dr. R. E. Kirk, who becomes head of the department 
of chemistry at Montana State College; Dr. D. S. 
Villars replaces Dr. N. W. Taylor, who has leave of 
absence for 1929-30 to study in Berlin under a Gug
genheim fellowship. Dr. R. E. Montonna has been 

promoted to an associate professorship of chemical 
engineering. 

A. W. QUINN has been appointed instructor of 
mineralogy and petrography in the department of 
geology of Brown University. Mr. Quinn was with 
the U. S. Geological Survey during the past summer. 
He takes the place of Dr. M. E. Hurst, who has 
joined the staff of the Ontario Bureau of Mines. 

DR. BENNO E. LISCHER, professor of orthodontics, 
Washington University, St. Louis, from 1901 to 1924, 
and since then special lecturer in orthodontics at the 
University of Michigan, has been appointed professor 
of orthodontics in the University of California. 

PROFESSOR H. H. WOOLLARD has been appointed as 
from September 1 to the university chair of anatomy 
tenable at St. Bartholomew's Hospital Medical Col
lege, London. 

MISS ELLEN GLEDITSCH has been promoted to a 
professorship in chemistry at the University of Oslo, 
where she has been an associate professor since 1916. 

DISCUSSION 
QUALITY VERSUS QUANTITY IN UNIVER

SITY FACULTIES 
IN SCIENCE for July 12 and 19 appear papers on 

the economic status of American university teachers 
by Professor B. R. Andrews, Dr. F. P. Bachman, 
Professor R. H. True and Professor H. F. Clark. 
These papers are from the symposium at the last 
annual meeting of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. Together with the report 
of Mr. Trevor Arnett, of the General Education 
Board, and the studies at the University of California 
by Peixotto and at Yale, these contributions make an 
extensive discussion of this subject. 

As one who worked hard on one of these studies,! 
~ "Incomes and Living Costs of a Un.iversity Faculty," edIted by Yandell Henderson and Maunce R. Davie Yale University Press, 1928. ' 

I venture to say that it is all wasted effort unless the 
members of the teaching profession obtain from it 
a clear understanding of what they have to do, both 
individually and through academic public opinion, if 
salaries are to go up. And salaries must go up if 
there is to be improvement, and not deterioration, in 
the quality of university teaching and particularly in 
the quality of university teachers. 

Certainly our colleagues now have generally no such 
effective understanding of the essential elements in 
the situation. Only a day or two ago I heard one of 
them from a sister university express appreciation of 
the Yale study, together with the hope that it would 
influence salaries at his own institution. But in the 
next sentence he stated, and with evident satisfaction, 
that in the undergraduate school of his university the 
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tutorial system is to be introduced on a broad scale. 
Like the majority of our colleagues in all American 
colleges and universities he wants both to increase 
the number of the faculty and to have higher sal
aries. But the Yale report in its most important, 
and unfortunately least-noticed, section proved with 
mathematical decisiveness that the reason why the 
enormous sums of money which are annually added 
to the endowment of our educational institutions pro
duce only a sluggish upward movement of salaries is 
that the number of salaried teachers is increased in 
nearly the same proportion as are the funds avail
able for salaries. 

Higher intellectual quality in the teachers is the 
most important element in better teaching. No new 
educational devices, however meritorious in themselves, 
such as the tutorial system, residential halls with 
separate staffs, etc., can contribute to the education 
of large bodies of students to a degree comparable 
with a few able teachers. A generally higher quality 
can be obtained only by a much higher salary scale. 
Therefore, the greatest improvement in our universi
ties involves holding the faculties at approximately 
their present size until funds accumulate sufficient for 
higher salaries. So enormous are the sums now an
nually poured into our universities that there are 
few institutions which, if they met this condition and 
limited the increase in the faculty, would not be en
abled within a decade to raise all salaries 50 to 100 
per cent. At that higher level of salaries and ability 
new educational devices could be introduced with a 
much greater chance of proving effective than on the 
present level of salaries and ability. 

This proposal, however, runs head on into collision 
with the idea, now prevalent, that college students can 
be taught effectively only in small classes. This idea 
is generally offered as the reason, or excuse, for the 
enlargement of the faculties to keep pace with the 
increase of students. Doubtless the highest grade 
teaching should be done in small classes or even 
tutorially. Doubtless the most valuable man is the 
productive scholar. Certainly there are many valu
able teachers who lack the exuberant personality 
requisite to hold large classes. Yet surely not all 
teaching e"3n in the large general subjects must neces
sarily be done only in small sections. If the small 
class, or rather the small division of all large classes, 
is carried much further than at present, the outlook 
for higher salaries is hopeless. University salaries 
are now at the level that mediocrity commands in 
other callings, and the intellectual level tends toward 
equality with that of salaries. The small-class idea is 
bringing into the faculties an increasing proportion 
of men who would be usefully employed as teachers 
in high and preparatory schools. They lack both 
the productive and the erudite impulses in scholar-

ship. They have neither the personality nor the 
energy to teach a class of more than a few college 
students. They obtain university positions merely 
because of the demand for many teachers and the low 
requirements as to ability for teachers of small sec
tions in general and elementary subjects. 

Fortunately, neither low salaries nor the small-class 
trend nor the diminishing demand for teachers of 
vigorous personality have as yet entirely eliminated 
from college faculties men capable of teaching 
moderate-sized or even large classes effectively. Al
though such men are often too active-minded to 
achieve the most fundamental work of scholarship, 
yet because of their inherent energy they rarely fail 
to become leaders of their generation outside as well 
as within academic walls. At present, instead of be
ing encouraged to teach large classes, such men are 
often made to keep step merely with the small-class 
teachers, lest the dUIerence in the two types, the 
mediocre and the able, should be too evident. 

The possibility of higher salaries, so far as the 
faculty can influence it, depends wholly on covering 
a larger number of student-hours per week with fewer, 
or at least without more, teachers. It is, therefore, 
strongly in the financial interest of the faculty as a 
whole to decrease the small-class type of teacher, ex
cept when he shows distinct scholarly ability, and to 
encourage every teacher, without increasing his courses 
or his hours in the classroom, to teach as large classes 
as he can efficiently. 

But even this increase of the student-hours per 
teacher will effect only a sort of retail improvement 
in the salary situation. The wholesale side of the 
problem is one for which the responsibility rests on the 
higher executive officers and trustees of each uni
versity. There is public jubilation when funds for 
the addition of another school or institute in the uni
versity are announced. But for the faculty, and for 
those who desire improvement in the quality of the 
faculty, such additions should often be rather a cause 
of regret. Unless there is a clear and urgent need 
for the education and the research which the new 
school or institute may afford, it inevitably does more 
harm than good to the university and to general cul
tural advancement. By enlarging the faculty it ren
ders any future sums for raising the level of salaries 
and ability proportionally less effective. Perhaps 
aviation is the next field in which such incompletely 
endowed schools will be added to our universities. 
It is highly probable that there is no university in 
the country in which funds devoted to this, or to any 
similar new educational enterprise, would not be more 
usefully employed in improving the already existing 
departments. 

The essential point is that our universities are al
ready vastly overextended, and yet they are continu-
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ally being extended further. A railroad or factory 
which followed such a policy and allowed the quality 
of its staff to deteriorate, while continually absorbing 
new capital and expending it on nQW lines instead of 
on strengthening those already existing, would in
evitably go bankrupt. 

Let us face the facts. The universities are not now 
attracting ability into their faculties. Exceptions 
occur, but this is the rule. If the universities want 
a higher intellectual level, they will have to pay for it. 

What, then, are the market prices of ability, 
mediocrity and inferiority' The Yale report shows 
that, as a general rule, at least in cities where it 
snows in the winter and houses have to be heated, the 
total annual living expenses of any family are about 
half the sale value of their residence. This rule ap
plies fairly closely to the various grades of profes
sional and business men, to clerks, mechanics and 
laborers, as well as to professors. It rests on the 
facts that 20 per cent. of the total annual expendit~ 
of a household, or a little more, always goes for rent, 
real or virtual, and that a house or apartment rents 
for about 10 per cent. of its sale value. Thus a man's 
annual salary is about half the sale price of the 
house he can live in comfortably on that salary, and 
provide for his family. 

From these relations it follows that, if a university 
wants a certain level of ability on its faculty, it is 
only necessary to get from the tax assessor's office the 
values placed on the houses in which live the eco
nomic class with that level of ability. It may be that 
of the leading lawyers, doctors, bankers and business 
men of the town, or merely the general run of the 
legal and medical professions; or bank clerks; or 
policemen; or day-laborers. Whichever it is, half 
the valuation of their homes is the approximate 
market price in that town for the corresponding level 
of ability. 

Application of this principle to the present salary 
scales in our universities reveals the underlying cause 
of the increasing demand for "better teaching." This 
need is not met, but is rather increased, by each addi
tional million now devoted to expansion. More teach
ers for smaller classes, new educational devices addi-
. ' tlOnal departments, schools and institutes, larger and 

more imposing universities are all poor substitutes 
for a faculty of a high level of intellectual energy. 

YANDELL HENDERSON 
YALE UNIVERSITY 

ROUNDSTONE, A NEW GEOLOGIC TERM 

EARLY in 1918, in the course of my work in the 
editor's office of the U. S. Geological Survey, I jotted 

down half a dozen quotations that showed consider
able differences among geologists in the use of the 
words boulder, cobble, pebble and occasionally gravel, 
to indicate sizes of rounded fragments. Four years 
later C. K. Wentworth published in the Journal of 
Geology his schedule of grade terms, which is a suffi
cient guide to uniformity in that respect. 

I wish to offer now, from my notes of 1918, the new 
term 1'oundstone as a generic term to include the 
largest four sizes in "\Ventworth's schedule, boulder, 
cobble, pebble and granule. This term would be use
ful to designate the unassorted accumulations com
posed of two or more sizes of rounded stones that 
occur in many situations. It could fill the place in
completely filled by two or three terms in such state
ments as "all the pebbles and boulders are within a 
few feet of the surface"; "the largest patches contain 
gravels and cobbles at the base," and "the pebbles, 
cobbles and boulders were collected in groups of ten 
to seventy." 

FREDERIK A. FERN ALD 

THE USE OF PARADICHLOROBENZENE IN 
THE CONSERVATION OF HERBARIA 

DURING the past years we have been using para
dichlorobenzene in substitution of naphthalene, in the 
conservation of the phanerogamic and mycological 
Herbaria of the Agronomical Station, with excellent 
result. 

This substance, contained in test-tubes, was placed 
upon each drawer of the iron boxes, but there is no 
incpnvenience in dusting it directly upon the plants 
placed on the Herbaria boards. 

A comparative experiment was made with samples 
of Cassia !lnd Tipha, which get easily damaged in the 
Herbarium. 

Having dried some specimens and divided them in
to three lots, they were set in a place exposed to dust 
and moths. A first lot was left without any preserv
ing substance; a second one was placed together with 
naphthalene dust on the cardboards, and the third one 
with paradichlorobenzene-the two latter with the 
same amount of preservative, by weight. 

At the end of a year, the samples left without pre
servatives were almost totally destroyed; the ones 
treated with naphthalene were partially destroyed, 
especially the flowers and inflorescences, and the ones 
treated with paradichlorobenzene were not attacked. 

The use of this substance, as compared with naph
thalene, shows the necessity of replacing same more 
frequently on account of its easier volatility. 

R. CrFERRI 
AGRICULTURAL EXPERUIENT STATION MO CA, 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
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School Leaving certificates of the Province of Quebec or by McGill Matricula-

tion, and this is even more so when we keep in mind that a large number ot 

these outside candidates were refused admission in the autumn or 1932 and that 

many of those admitted then had oompleted part or allot the requ1rem.mts tor 

Upper School, Grade XII or Senior Matriculation certificates. I should say, 

indeed, that measured. by McGill standards, the certificates 01' our own. Province 

should be at a premium of at least 25% and that is a very high premium. 

Some other ideas worth keeping in mind also emerge trom this inquiry 

and may be noted down. A large number of candidates ortering School Leaving 

certificates 01' this Province were *i.~ffIIII!_.~Ptl~~r retu.sed admission in 

1932, and this undoubtedly accnunts for the tact that the group entering by 

these cert1r1cates made a sligatly better record than the ~up entering by 

McGill Matriculation. It should not be entirely forgotten. however, that a 
Pe.).( ~/.c ~ a:.M-t-t;,. 

group ot exceptionally good women students from the . 

E6 .. ~md~!'8!IHr~!fte~, entered by Matriculation last year and helped to raise 

the standard of the whole group en.tering in this way. 

Candidates trom the Maritime Provinces, the Prairie Provinees, and 
certain 01' the boys' private schools 

trom~ .... ~~.w~~~~~~~~~~l~~aH~ do not appear 

anywhere above the surface, end those who entered by certit1 cate from Great 

Britain both this year and last year were very poor. Cand1da:tJes trom the 

Uni ted States were, I think, more success1'Ul than in tormer times and this was 

doubtless the result ot more caretul selection during 1932. 



1RnHal IHrtnria (Cnllrgr fur Wnntrn 

:>ean I .. n. lacY~y , 
Faculty of .. .I.rts, 
l~cGill Ul.iversity 

Dear :Jean J'~.m :ay, 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL ':arch 1 , 1932 

In ViA' of the fact that the Princiryal has shed 
for a full attendance at the Facnlty .'e ting- tC'I:lCrro' , I rcr-ret 
very much thnt r fear I Tll.Y· be unavoidab:: 'I abs ent because of 
certain duties ~nre in t'le .Io1le p. •• 'lic1--. I C'&rlllot ver.,r "el1 
put off . 

I have studi ,d th pa. )er . rhic'l you 'Jere lrind 
~Y.01¥h to -:elld me , and if it s'1ould be of any use to -rou to have 
my op i ni on , I am ui te ready to say t ,t I endorse fnll:-{ the 
various. ugl5estions set dm'm there . 

I h~. vc a v~r~ de fini te 0 inion that it is 
unwise to offer Honours courses in t"lC ~irst Year ; OU1' 

.;c'irqt Year students are ver~T immature , fe'l of t em kno T "Qat 
they rcall~ ant or arc fitted to do . They re~uire a year 
of gereral truinillR , anc1 in 1. hat tine they ("i re the ir oro::essors 
an o)l1ort'mity to juil.l"e ThAt'lor :'1.e;, ~re fitted for special 
vork anrl "tat cirection it should take . 

A ain reprctting m~ inability to be ,resent , 

Sincerely ~curS t 

lardcn 
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McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

FACULTY OF A RTS & SCI ENCE 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

Sir Axthur Currie, G.e .M.G., 
Principal, 

1~cGill Uni versi ty. 

My dear Principal , 

February 24, 1932 . 

On February 17th I submitted the following 

ballot to all members of the Faculty of .rts and Science:-

Are you in favour of initiating a Twelfth Grade in the 
schools and an honour examination for admission into honour 
courses in the first year in the University? 

From the total possible vote of forty-eight I received forty-five 

ballots m'rked as follows: - Yeas 18, Nays 27 . Three of those 

votinc nay stated that they were in favour of a Twelfth Grade in the 

schools but answered the rest of the question in the negative . 

I am gping to take this question up from another 

angle within the next few days and the whole matter will probably be 

brought down to the :f'aculty in full session for further discussion and 

I suggest that no further steps be taken by the University in this 

matter until we have come to a final satisfactory decision on the whole 

question . Frankly, I think the whole problem is too complex to 

arrive at any satisfactory decision at present . 

Yours very truly, 

L~ f·'-vt~fL1 
Dean 
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FACULTY OF ARTS & SCIENCE 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., 
Principal, 

McGill University. 

My dear Principal, 

Jt18rch 3, 1932. 

Comte Serge Fleury will lecture in the 
@ / 1- n o{>-yV 

Moyse Hell on r:'onday next, the 7th of f·!arch, and I should like 

very much if you would consent to preside. I know th3t Comte 

Fleury has been especially kind to McGill students living in 

Paris and I think deserves, therefore, the mo~t courteous recog-

ni tion by us on his visit to McGill. I hope that he may have 

a l~rge and appreciative audience of students and I am, therefore, 

taking some little care to have his lecture fully announced 

throughout the University. 

Dean 

• 



ltEEI'ING O'F FACULTY OF ARTS .AN'rI ,'3f:IENCE 

February 3, 193~. 

AGTh'DUM 

1. Minutes of l~st meetir.g. 

2. Report from the Arts Divisi~n. 

3. Report from Special Co~nittAe to redraft the requirements 
for the B.A. degrep. in the second, third and fourth 
years on pages 37 and 38 of the Announcement for 
this year. 

4. The notice of motion by Dr. Leacock, seconded by Professor 
Adair: -

"That in regard to the requirenents for 
admission by senil"lr matriculation to the 
second year of thiB Faculty, as set forth 
in the Principal's report to the Visitor, 
the words "sufficiently high standing" shall 
be held to mAan a standing at least equi
valent to a good second class." 

5. ApPointment of Faculty reprAsentative on the Library Committee . 
Profess('r Latham is the present member . 

Other Busillf)SS . 

Ira A. ;\~acKay 

Dean 

February 2, 1933. 
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FACULTY OF ARTS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

COPY 

Mr. W. Chalk, B •• , 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

~ch 24, 1930. 

SUpt., Th School Gommi stoners of estcount, 
1 Stanton Street, 

stmount, e. 

D a.r J:r. Chalk, 

The Principal or the Universi ty. Sir Arthur 

Currie, ha hand to mo your 1 tter to him dated the lath instant, 

and I now 1 to that h11st there are two apers set for 

Fr ch and German for matriculation into this Col1 ,one tor B.A. 

and th oth r for B.Sc. tud ta, the ork required the B.A. 

tua ts ill be accept d for s ion into both cour es her after. 

Yours very truly, 

(Sgd. ) Ira A. MacKay 

Dean 
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FACULTY OF ARTS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

Dr. C.F. Martin, 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

January 24, 1929. 

Acting Princiual, 
McGill University. 

Dear Dr. Martin, 

Mis s Field ha s jus t t old me abou:t your 

ins tructions to accept applications for supplementals in 

February which have been received later than the last 

published date for receiving applications for this special 

supplemental period, and I wish, for your infonnation, to 

pOint out the circumstances in these cases. 

Notices had been published since December 

10th on all the bulletin boards in the College that January 

17th v~s the last date for receiving ap lications for this 

special supplemental period. Two days of grac e, being 

Frid Y and Saturday the 18th and 19th. t were allowed for stu

dents who made their applica.tions too late. 

It is necessary for us in these supplemental 

periocts to have all our examinations printed and a time table 

showing the days and hours of the examinations published on 

all the bulletin boards at least ten days before the examina-

ti on pe riod. Otherwise the student body is liable to com-

pla.in. Vide an editorial recently in the Daily because an 

examination time table giving the hours and days had not been 

published until eight days before the examination period. 



Dr. C.F. !~artin, 2. 

There are also al aps a few ex-students of the University 

applying for these special sUpplementals, and it is necessary 

for us to send them the time table in due course by mail. 

Mr. liI.G. Glassco and ir. W.L. Lovering, 

apparently know::ing that they were late, handed their ap lica-

tions to Hr. Gentlanan. Hr. Glass co enclosed a fee of . 5.00, 

that is, half the amount required for the examination, and 

Hr. Lovering enclosed no fee a t all and did not even sp eci fy 

the sub ~ ct s in \'lhicn he wished t e supplemental paper s to be 

prepared for him. 

All students have allays been privileged to 

appeal to me iI tney have any grievance, and I do not think 

that any injustice has been done in these cases. It is 

impossible to allow for one or two students privileges which 

are denied to o~ers, and I have no doubt that there are many 

students wllo wculd put in their applications late if they 

thoug t they had the right tD do so. After all, some prompti-

tude in relation to published dates in the University is 

necessary in a College of over 1400 students. In any case, 

the only disability which a candidate who is too late suffers 

is that he will have to take his examination in tlay instead of 

in Feb ruary. 

Your s very si re er el y, 

1~Jf?:J1~~ 
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FACULTY OF AR'l'FI 

OFll"lCE OF 'l..'HE DKAN 

:\IcGILL U~IVERSITY 

NIO~TREAL 

January 5, 1927. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., 

Principal, McGill University. 

My dear Principal, 

I am enclosing herewith Dr. Nicholson's 

report wnich you kindly lent to me a short time ago and which 

I have read over with very great interest indeed. Respect-

ing Dr. Nicholson's suggestions affecting McGill College, I 

have only to say that I agree substantially with them all in 

the most whole-hearted manner. Nearly all of them, I think, 

too, have already been before the Faculty from time to time 

during the last two years. As all these rules, however, 

were very stiffly arranged a few years ago, it is a little 

difficult to get the Faculty to reconsider them with the 

necessary sympathy and care. I have, therefore, thus far 

adopted the policy of making haste slowly in these matters, 

but I am going to bring some of them up again, possibly for 

final deciSion, at tne next meeting of the Faculty which will 

probably be held on the 14th instant. 

As you probably realise, it is extra

ordinarily difficult to get an assembly of fifty specialists 



, 

Sir Arthur Currie, 2. 

to fix their attention upon any broad lines of educational 

policy. Sound and balanced judgment seem always to be a 

prey to highly specialised technical training. This probably 

explains why our Faculty, like all other Arts Faculties, 

should be so predisposed to interest itself in trivial matters 

of detail. I have always said that students may be well 

left to teach themselves these trifles if only they are given 

a sound, carefully arranged, general university education. 

I trust that you may make it convenient 

to attend the Faculty meeting on the 14th instant, as we shall 

probably have some very important discussions. 

Yours very truly, 

Encl. 
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suggested Course for the Degr e of B.A. 

First Year. 

8 at r't'9Elent, except that instead 'Of tfthrce 'Of t..lte following" 
under tiel ctive" "two of the following" should be substituted. 

The following note shOll.ld be added: Students who wish to obtain a 
First Class High School Diploma for teaching in the Province of 

ebee mat take English. Latin, thematics, French and a science 
subject. (I am not putting in History as the sub-committee of the 
Protestant Committee s~\Sgest~ bee~oe I do not think it is necessary. 
Perhaps even French 1 not either as there will e a specialist in 
almost every se 001). 

The time devoted to th tics should be extended to fOll.r hours and one 
hour ta~ n from History although the corresponding values need not be 
changed. eh ould still bo a full crurse. Extra reading could be 
given in History to mke up for the hour deducted in lectures. As 
:rathem.a.tlcB is a subject ;hich c8.11s for more c1as6 work tbNl History more 
time is needed for it. 

0-
This should o.lso be add.ed: t the cOm:r.lencement of the second term 

advanced classes may be or nized based on the result of the tests given 
in the first term. No stud.ent will be obliged to take the \Vor~" of this 
class lnst ad of the ordinarJ. Only students in the advanced clll.sd 8, 
when such have been establ1shed, 11 be eligible for scholarship,,{/' ':he 
se .. v1 rehips could be a a-rded on the r suIt of the sessionAl e.xaminations # 

l1% on three subjects a.nd one additional Ik'1.per on some extra. ork, a 
outside reading. nen no sdvnnc-d ork is boing don- in El. subject this 
extra reading should be greater than hen there is.. This OIlld take the 
pla.ce of the present plan under wnich scholarships are a mrded on special 
examinations Civet in September for students entering the scond yea.r. 
EYer.r student ill thus have e.n equal opportunity of winning one. At pre
sent only those 'fJho are ranSOM bly sure of inning and those who are not 
dependent on the money value of the scholarship for bheir continuance in 
college ar the co _etitora. 

Second Year. 

Compulsory: 

sh and Latin or Greek 



J 

Elective: 

-2-

thr e of the subjects mentioned on page 131 of the 
Calendar ~ith the exce?tion of Sociology and Education, 
and it should p rhaps also be stated that only on 
science subject can be taken. 

The follo dng note should be added; Students who wi h to 
qunlify for a. rst Clo.s8 ru.~ schcol Dlplo .. or teaching 
in the. rovince of Quebec l'!IU.8t taKe English. Latin or Gre-=
and {the.1!.tica. (lam not p1.l.tting in French because there 
ill be specialists in t~~ sabject). 

At the commencement ot the Second Year adv nced classes may be formed 
in each 61J.bj ct b sed on the result of the examinations in the preTious year. 
Only those ho do this advanced ork wl11 be eligible for the scholarships 
which have h' therto been a arded onth resu.lt of an e:m.m1nation in 
September for students entering the !Chird Year. Ilhe scholarships can be 
awarded under the same regulations as in the c se of First Year students. 
Prizes need not nece3sarl1y be confined to students in the advanced cours 
either in the First or ~econd Year. I QuId have no scholarships based 
on Third Y ar rk. .... -"~M: v,pp.B_ .~~.t _ t;);l~/Talue of those for the First 
and Second Yea.r studenrs;'anlloS9~r entranoe to :mird Year are 
of double value. 

~rd and 

~thez: the subjects should be arranged as at present on page 131 
of the CalendAr e.nd the follOWing conditions laid down: students shall 
choose two subjects in the Third Year whioh sha l l be continued in the 
Fm1rth and anot" er two in each year, the continued subject may be sel
ected fram Division I or Division II but not fram III or LV; or the 
subjects can be a.rr ged in groUps and the student compelled totak 
one of these oups. 

'dvisors. 

The present adviser system is, in:my opinion, far from satisfactory. 
Some such rraneement should be nnde a.s I S'J.~ge8ted in my report to the 
Princ1 al, hich you ha.ve. 

Tests and Probatio~. 
in 

The latter p rt ot the matter under thi h dlng .. th Calend£l.r 
co enoing \'11th the words "all students" shOllld, I think, e out out. 

o student should e turned out of the Univerail;Y under a orter time 
of te8t~ than one session. student Who bas failed utterly m hiB 
First Year is allowed to try it again, but i1' he fail s in the first term 
he ls given no chance at all. A man may work during th first term and 
loaf during the second; a.nother y 100.1' in the first. shouldn't he 
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be given a chance to recover in the 'second? The present procedure to me 
seems very illogical. Again, before a student is put on proba.tion I 
think he should r ave three tests, the last of vhich should be about the 
end of Jamary or early in February. A test then will also help to 
keep all s·tud nts up to the mark. :l.hey tU~t be inclined to carelessness 
the first month or so after Christmas. Another alternative would be to 
leeve the regu.lu.tions as regard.s tests as they a.re bu.t cha.nge the rule 
about turning .a student out to read:- "All students who are below the 
required atendard in one-ijalf or more of thoir &~jectB in both these 
tests sha.ll be pla.cp-d in the class of Limited Undergraduate and shall be 
allowed to continue only two or three of their SQbjects for the re
minder of the seSSion, as you he.ve yourself suggested. 

dvance~Grl.t 

\ student who :e.11s in more than ha.lf his subjects !>erhaps should 
be requi ed to repea.t the year, out otherwise he should be 80110 ed to go 
ahead t~~ino a full year's ork or almost a full ye r's ork. beino allowed 
credit for the sUbjects he has alre .... dy passed, the only conditiol1 being 
that he carmot choose subjects to ",h1ch those in which he h 8 failed ure 
prerequ.isite. He 111 probably take five years for his course lnstea.d 
of four, however it happen3 but, the gu~~ested pI n is educat:onally a~d, 
whereas the other is not. 

Honour Couraoz. 

HoUOUl' courses should not begin until the T'll.ird Year -nd should be 
open not only to those .mo ho.ve taken the advanced course but to ny 
student of the Second Year who DnS obtained second cl 3S 6- 'ding under 
the limitationo now in force. 

Cu~rse for the nogr~e of .Sc. 

In my opinion ei to-or French or German should be elimin.'l.ted from 
the First Year t ond which - er is shO"ll.ld be !lade compulsory in ,he Second 
Year and both these langll. .geD ~hould be etudied for t 0 years. 

In the Second Yenr two S'..l.bjecta should be eelected .fran Group I 
instead of thru€ and the other two may be select~d at lfrge. 

In the Third. and Fourth Y ars t-wo subjects should be selected for 
continu d study, one of .hich nust have beer.i. to.~~en in the Socond Year. 

Dou.blt Course :B. sc. , t.D. 

This should be a.bolished s it e1a nds ow, and the se.me regulation 
aD applies in the c' se of the B.A.~!.D. courno s ou:d be de to aD 1y here. 

student ta es uhrae y~rs in rts, the firnt two ot hich ~st s~t1sfY the 
re irements of the premedical CO'lrse. This 1s all that is necessary. 
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Sir Arthur Gurrie, G. C. M. G., 
Principal, 

UcGill Un:;'ve:..'sity. 

lJ;:,- dear Pr inc ipal , 

January 3rd, 1927. 

Forgive me for not reporting to you at an earlier 
date upon the problems taken up at the meeting between representatives 
of the Protestant Cormnittee of the Council of Public Instruction and our
selves, held in your office recently. The fact ~s that I was not able 
to give any sufficient thought to these problems before the short 
vacation. I now wish, however, to submit the following notes for your 
information, and the information of all parties interested. 

The representatives of the Committee are asking us for the 
very utmost that any Collese could be expected to achieve without 
interfering unduly with the work which every College of the premier 
class is expected to do at the present time for the preparation of 
students for pr~fessions and occupations other than the teaching 
profession. To offer two years of training in all the foundational 
subjects of a Hioh School curriculum in a small school) tvlO further 
yea~s of trainin~ in special branches for the training of teachers 
in the larger and better equipped schools and an adequate complement 
of Professional training in the Theory and Practice of educ~tion, all 
within the limit s of four years of University study is the maximum 
that any institution could possibly be expected to undertake success
fully. I do not think that McGill College can undertake so inuch as 
this, but I am convinced on the other hand, that we can do vastly 
more than we have been doing, and I may add that the suggestions 
offered by the representatives of the Committee seem to rrB to point 
definitely in the right direction. I am sure, too, that these sugges
tions will be cordially received by the whole teaching staff of the 
College. One or two preliminary suggestions may be necessary. 

If the course of study for the training of teachers at the 
University be made too rigid and exacting, it may only have the effect 
of greatly reducing the number of areditable candidates for teaching 
positions and so defeat its own object. This is always a danger where 
freedom of interest is unduly sacrificed. 

It must always be assumed that local School Boards are capable 
of selecting the j.l' teachers wHh some reasonable deBree of intelligence 
and care. The certificates and diplomas carried by licensed teachers 
should therefore show in some detail the subjects which each applicant 
for a position is probably a"'ule to te8.ch and how successfully. 
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It must also be assumed, I suggest, thc.t teachers are to some 
extent willing and o.ble to improve by self-stud~r t1(eir knowledge of 
subjects in which their previous trcining has been'f!'deq1l<:.te. Indeed 
o.ny University grc.duete who hes c.cquired habits of thoroughness and care , 
especially in fundamentc.l subjects, such , for exam~le, as Latin and 
Mc~thematics L..9ug!J.~to apply these same methods and habits to the study 
of other subject::; to a sufficient extent to CD.rry pupils as far as 
Junior Matriculation. Much more depends upon a few instrumental subjects 
done well than upon a lr.rge munber of subjects done in a ragged and 
imperfect manner . 

The scheme I have outlined hereafter is designed wholly from 
the point of view of McGill College c..nd our present organization , and 
is intended to show how f<lr we can go in the direction indicated by 
the Committee . Stated from the ,oint of view of the schools the whole 
scheme may perhaps be s"lu:rrncd up in the foll~.wing formula . 

Uni versi ty Grc..du['tes; Candido:t;es for Hii~h School Tec..ching 
certificates-rn~e-yrovince shall inter alia show University credits 
in the following subjects, viz ., one yec.r in }~istory , i&tthematics , 
Physics and C!lGmiGtr~T or }3';iology , a second year in either MathelTlL'.t ics 
or Physics , ana two years in Lc.tin , English and trench or Greek . They 
shall also -shoVl three full courses of University study in the Theory 
and Practice of Ec. .. :nc<1tion, or its elJ.uivnlent in Normo.l School Tro.ining , 
or successful teo.chinc experience. A full course of study shall mean 
two .)r three hours of lectures each '."leek , v/ith the usual complement of 
LniJOro.tory practice in scientific subjects, during a Univec.-sity year of 
not less th .... n ei&l't (8) months dur2.tion . 

If this formula is substEmtially ::-.do.pted, the College 
would be t:'.'ble, with Our present ul'rn.nge.'lE'llts cmd facilties , to put it 
into operation in the follo~in6 mL~nner . 

The Requirements ;01' this Di~loma shnll be c..s ~ollows: -

In the First Yenr: Latin , En,31ish, IJc.themE'.tics , French 
or Greek , History and ?hysics . 

In the Second Yenr: Latin , English , l;Iathemntics or Physics , 
French or Greek , (continued) and Chemistry 
or Biology . 

In the Third Ye['.r: luJy three of the above subjects continued , 
one of which sh~ll be a In.nguage other 
thun En~lish , and an additional class in 
:6ducC'.ticn or Psychology , or n. dou'ule 
Honour Course in the Dnpal'tment of 
Educ .. tion c~nd any one of the above subjects. 

In the Fourth Ye~r: Any two of the three continuation subjects 
to.k8n in the third yec..r , <lnd two cl~sses 
from the Dep.:'..rt .. l1ent of Education of which 
one shall 'be c.. clc.ss in School W~nc..gement 
and 1,Iethods , or the Double Honour Course 
tc..kell in the Third Ye[l,1' continued . 
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The ReQuirements for this Diplom:'. shc.E be as follo\ls:", 
(0.) The gener~l course outlined above for the Diplomc. with the 

degree ef B. A~ e~:cept that regu.lar subjects shall be taken instead of 
the Honour c.lasses and classes in Education, or, 

(b) a B, A. degree with a First or Second class Honour Course, 
ei ther single or double, in any of the following departments, viz., 
Classics, English, History, Romance Languages, Germanic Languages, 
Mathematics, Physics"Chemistry, Bioloey or Psychology and (c) one 
full year of resident graduate study in the Department of Eduoation. 

Diploma with the Degree of M. Sc. 

The ReQuirements of this Diploma shall be as follows:-
(a) A B. Sc. degree with or without Honours, and, 

(b) one full year of resident grauuate study in the Department of Education. 

The Diplcma with the Decree of B. A. is intended for general 
teaching punJoses hl thp. Hi;;h Schools, the Diploiila Vii th the Degree of 
M. A. f'Jr teachers of s:;!ecial subjects in the larger High Schools, and 
the Diploma with the de.::;ree of M. Sc. for special teachers in scientific 
subjects in the larger High School~ D.dequately eQulpped to do creditable 
work in science, The Dirloma in each case will note on the face thereof 
that it is given with the degree of :S . !\.., M. A., or M. Se:. , as the case 
may be, from Mr;Gill Uni v€rsi ty. 

It is impossible to design a single c'3rtificate covering all 
the classes of teJ.chcrs reQuired in secor.dary education without making 
the reQuired training in fundamenyal subJects too feeble. Possibly the 
Department of Educ~.tion might grant a Diploma with the subjects of the 
High School curriculum stated on the margin or back, and then star or 
underline these subjects to show, (a) the subjects which the holder was ~ 
specially prepared to teach, (b) the subjects which the ~cr--
teach well, and (c) the subjects which the holder might teach if 
reQuired to do so. At least three years of University training would 
be reQuired for class(a), two years for class (b) and one year for 
class (c). 

Scholars who follow the above CO ;.lrse for the :So A. degree will 
cover approximately two years in five suojects, three years in three 
subjects, and four yeo.rs in two subj8cts, and it is not possiOle to do 
more than this amount well and leave sufficient time for the com~lement 
of '!.'ork necessary in the Theory an0, Practice of ~ducdion . All the 
Academic subjectS'ilill, hovrever. be foundational in any HiCh School 
curriculum. 
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Work in the "Jniversity DejJc"rtnents of Philosoiihy. Political 
Science, Econo~ic8, S0cioloGY and Oriental Langunge is not taken into 
account as spe::::ial stt:.dent s in these Del)artments do not, as a rule, 
have the necessar2r personal interests or preparation to become adequate 
teachers to the S8condary Schools. These subjects are meant for other 
kinds of ambition. 

Students in the 3. A. course are allowed an option in the second 
year between Matherr.atics and Physics because a University student who 
has covered tV/O years in one of these subjects and one year in the other 
may pOSSibly, with a little self- study, be able to teach both of them 
in the weaker High Schools, 

Greek is ma.de an option with French, because to deny this option 
v/ould virtually mean to prohibit the te£:.ching of Greek in the Schools 
and this would ce almost fatal. Greek is just as foundational to the 
study of Latin and o+'he~ lan~~ges, and Literatures, as 1~thematics is 
to the furt!J.er stuGy of th-; Sciences. It is Cl noticeable fact that 
just as J.:;he schools llDve steadily reduced. the requirements in Greek 
and NIathem::l.t5cs: the vro:::-lr: 0:' the schools and Universities has continued 
to grow steadily more and more rabged and untidy in all branches of study. 
Only 2. fp-VI will elect the:. Greek option, but these al'8 n8c""ssa!"y . 

Ycurs very sincerely~ 

Ira A. ,.ackay 

Dean. 
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FACULTY OF ARTS 

01~FICIJl OF THE DF.AN 

~lcGILL UNIVERSITY 

NIo~rrHEAL 

January 5, 1927. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., 

Principal, McGill University. 

My dear Princinal, 

I am enclosing for your criticism 

and comment a draft of the new rules for the admission 

of students at~atriculatioD\whiCh have become necessary 

since the School Leaving Board has taken over the entire 

conduct of the Scnool Leaving examinations. This 

draft will be brought before the Faculty at its next 

meeting and then referred to the Matriculation Board for 

further consideration. 

Yours sincerely, 

Encl. 



• McGILL CNIVERSITY 

ADMISSION TO THE FACULTY OF ARTS 

JUNIOR MATRICULATION 

The work done by McGill College, usually called the Faculty 

of rts, covers all the work of tne University in Arts, Pure 

Science nd Commerce. Three degrees, corresponding to these 

three groups of study, are ther fore granted at graduation, Viz., 

Bachelor of Arts (B.~.), Bachelor of Science (B.ScA) and Bachelor 

of Commerce (B.Com.). Students should not confuse the work in 

Pure Science le ding to the degree of B.Sc. in this F culty ith 

the work leading to the same degree in the Faculty of Applied 

Students are admitted to the College Science or engineering.~ 
~ -------------------~ . li - only upon application in riting. All students ho wish to 

attend the First Year, or any subsequent year for the first time, 

during the session 1927-28 should apply in riting to the 

Registrar of the University not later than September lOth, 1927. 

This application must contain data showing the applicant1s age, 

home address, previous training, nationality, religion, length of 

residence in Canada and other required particulars, and must be 

accompanied by certificates covering the previous training upon 

which the candidates rely for admission. Blank forms of 

application may be obtained from Dr. J.A. Nioholson, Registrar, 
McGill Uni versi ty, ~iontreal. 

As McGill University is maintained wholly by voluntary 

endowments, the College is not bound to accept all stUdents Who 

present certifioates shOWing that they have succeeded in passing 

tne necessary examinations. As 8 general rule, all certifi-

cates, including school leaving certificates, which entitle the 



candidate to be admitted unconditionally to similar coure of 

study in other English and Frencn spe king Universities of tbe 

premier class in Canada and els nere are carefully considered 

as a basi of selection. provided sI ye tnat these certificates 

cover all the subjects require for Ma.triculation, hereinafter 

mentioned, or their equivalent. The p ss mark or minimum 

qualific tion is an ggregat of 600 pOints on 11 ten (10) paper 

required for 1 tricu.lation, and not less th n 0 per cent on any 

one pap r t provided, ho ever, that a candidate who makes n 

exceptionally high aggregate, but fails in one paper only, may be 

dmitted t th discr tion of the F culty. This examination 

may be taken in parts but must be completed ithin thirteen montns 

from the date of the first attempt. /\ Candidates will be 

~----;elected mai~y~-prospects o~ completing the first year 

of ork in the College in a successful nd creditable manner. As 

a general rule of practice t candidates who have achieved a tot 1 

of 660 marks on all ten (10) papers Will be dmitted freely, but 

candidates making less tn n this total will be selected in a more 

critical manner. Uniformly 10 P ss marks on all subjeots 

will not be consider d sufficient. The total number dmitted 

to attend the first year during the session 1927-28 will be 

limited to approXimately three hundred and fifty (350) and, exoept 

as hereinafter provided, no student will be admitted carrying a 

condition in ny required subject. The selection will be made 

by a committee ppointed by the Faoulty or, in the absence of the 

committee, by the De n. 

The subjects required for Matrioulation are the following:-
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A. For admission to the B.A. course .. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 

Marks Assigned 

200 English. 
History. 100 

200 
200 

200 
100 

To'tal 1000 

Latin or Greek. 
One of the-follOWing:

Greek £r Latin (the one not already 
chosen) • 

l!'rench, German. 
Elamentary Mathematics. 

One of the folloWing:- * 
Botany, Chemistry, 'Physics. 
Physical Geograpb1, Advanced 
Mathematios, a foreign language 
not already chosen. 

B. For admission to the B.Sc. course. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
6. 

J.larks Assigned 

200 English. 
History. 
French. 

100 
200 
200 
100 

200 

Blementary Mathematics. 
One of the following:- * 

Botany, Ohemistry, Physics, 
Physical Geography. 
Latin, or Advanoed Mathematics; 
or aDJ two of the subjects named 
under No.5, not already taken; 
~ one of these and Drawing. 

Total 1000 
* Candidates are advised to choose Physics 

under this head. 

O. For admission to the SOhool of ' Commeroe. 

The matriculation examination for the B.A. or the B.So. 

course in Arts, but German or Spanish may be substituted for 

Frenoh. A paper in Acoountancy may also be substituted 

for Latin or Greek. 
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SEPTEMBER JUNIvR MATRICULATION EXAlln~ATIOrS. 

For the benefit of students who have not already obtained 

certificates covered by the rules ontlined above, special matricu-

1 tion examinations conducted holly by th University ill be 

held in the College Building during the month of September in each 

year. Candidat s for this examin tion must apply in writing 

to the Registrar before September 1st, stating tne subjects in 

which they desire to be examined and this applic tien should be 

accompanied by the regular application for dmission. Students 

Whose certificates show that they have failed in one subject only 

may write supplemental in this Subject at this period. All • 

applicants, however, should note carefully that they may not be 

admitted to the College during the next academic year on the 

strength of these examinations should the total number allowed to 

enter the first year h ve already applied nd been finally admitted 

before the returns from these special examinations are received. 

SENIOR MATRICULATION. 

The rules for dmission to the College by Senior Matricula 

tion are substanti~lly the same as those for Junior Matriculation. 

All certificates which entitle the holder to be admitted into the 

second year of other Hniversities of the premier class are care

fully considered for admission to the second year in this College. 

Candidates, however, whose oertifioates show uniformly low pass 

marks in 11 subjects will not be admitted. 

Regular examinations for Senior Matriculation will be held 

in the College Building during the month of September in each 

year and all oandidates must apply for these examinations in the 
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same manner as for Junior Matriculation. The regular pass mark 

is an average of 60% on all papers and not less than 40% on anyone 

paper. The subjeots required for this examination are the 

following:-

A. For admission to the B.A. course. 

English. 
Latin or Greek. 
Mathematics ~ a third foreign language. 

Any three of the following:~ 
1. History. 
2. Latin or Greek (the one not already taken). 
3. French:-
4. German. 
5. Science (Physics ~ Chemistry ~ Biology). 

Candidates cannot substitute a third foreign language 
for Mathematic8 unless they have passed in the Mathematics 
prescribed for Junior Matriculation. 

B. For admission to the B.Sc. oourse. 

1. Chemistry. 
2. English. 
3. Frenoh. 
4. German. 
S. Mathematics. 
6. Physics. 

O. For admission to the B.Oom. oourse. 

1. English. 
2. Mathematics. 
3 .. :Frenoh or Spanish .2!. German. 
4. Aocountancy. 

Any •••• two of the following:-
5. Latin or Greek. 
Q. Frenoh-or Spanish or German (one not already taken). 
7. Phyaios-or Biologl-or Chemistry. 
8. History.- -

These examinations may be taken in two ~rts but oandidates 

must complete the requirements Within thirteen (13) months of the 

first attempt, 

January 5, 1927. 
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~~CUL TI OF bRTu 

Octobe. 25,1929 

:';oti ce of Uotio~1. 

~ved by Professor Leacock and seconded by Professor UU oure:-

(I) '4at the Faculty recogniaes ";1.at vli.J:hin :rece~t years the sco!)e of its 

ork has been ereatly increased and the details of oreani&ution have of neces~~ty 

increased in conDloxity,-

(2) and that therefore it is no lanCer desirable that the Faculty should 

attem!)t to act in its full ::less ions as a tribunal for the discuscion and settle

Inent of the cases of individual student:.. as concerned \ii th t.::.e clpplication of its 

rules for prol~tion, credits, conditions and such matters,-

(3) und that tnerefore it .ould be advisable that the Dean be fully ~ov.ered 

to decide on all casea involving the application of the rules laid~ down by the 

raculty,-

(4) and that where from the nature of the case a rule must be tenpered \lith 

a certain reasonable dlscretion~ ~he Dean shall be authorised to exercise ouch 

-discretion without further resort to Faculty,-

t 5} and that it is eminently desirable tLat students, and their parents or 

representatives, should be able to obtain prompt and final decisions in regard 

to cascs under the curriculum at any time of year whether the Faculty 1s in 

session or not,-

(6) and that the Faculty recOIIU.lends that the DeaT). shall receive such assist

ance of further administrative and secretarial help as shall enable him to cope 

with tLe increased duties indicated above,-

(7) and that tne Dean be asked to indicate for the approval of the Faculty 

such changes, if any, in the wording of the Calendar as are necessitated by the 

adoption of tho above resolution. 
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cGILL COLLm 

Notes by the Dean 

Dee ber 1929 

Sam Fiffilres. 

The College has changed gre tl during the last fe years. A f6W 

t'igur s may 1ndicat in outline what I mean. 

Arts and 
SCience Commerce Total 

1913-1914 - Number of students enro1led .••• 529 0 529 
1922-1923 - Number of students enrolled ••• 587 195 882 
1928-1929 - Jiumber of students enro1led •• l,103 228 1,331 
1913-1914 - Number enrolled 1n 1st Year ••• 145 0 145 
1922-1923 - bel' enrolled in 1st Year ••• 142 83 225 
1928-1929 - Number enrolled in 1st Year ••• 365 86 451 

Of the 882 students in 1922-23, 182 were only partial students, many of hom h d 

failed badly in their entrance exawinations, and 91 were conditioned in at least 

one matriculation subject. The total number of regular students during th t year 

was, therefore, 609. Of th 1331, ho~over, registered in 1928-29 only 48 er 

partials of good st dine and there were 0 conditioned students. I may also add 

that in addition to these students in 1928-29, there were also 110 graduates and 

1058 part time students doing intra-mural work in the afternoons and evenings. 

Practically all these part ti e students are of university grade, and ne~rly all 

of the classes given in the afternoon and evening are really repet1 tions of ork 

done during the re la1' morning sessions. e have, 0 ever, come to the end of 

the string in this expansion. We h ve no ore room. Not a s t. Our t1rn 

table has become BO congested t~.at it is almost impossible for us to move. No 

extra classes or new ork can any longer be undertak~n TIith our present aeco odatio 



The Faculty would prefer to have fewer and better students than at present, but 

this is a doubtful hope, a.B Montreal 1s gro i g very rapidly and will 'Probably 

continue to grow rapidly in the future, and many more students re coming from the 

other provinces of Canada and else here. 

are these. 

The College, the University and the Co~1ty. 

The College of the present day h 6 three great apparent uses and they 

(1) The education of teachers for the higher positions in the Public 

Schools and the very intensive educa~ion of a ~e specially promising young scholars 

for University positions and for scientific work in the industries. (2) The ~re

lim1nary training of students who intend to proce d into the learned professiona, 

Medicine, Law, Theology and Engineering. All students entering the ~edical 

Faculty at ~cG1ll now require three years in the College and some of then take the 

full four years, Virtually all students entering Law and Theology require a 

bachelor's degree, and those entering the Faculty of Engineering reauire one year 

of preliminary training, and this re uir~ent, I suggest, might very well be raised 

to two years. It is upparent, therefore, that by the time the student has come 

through the Eidh School and his preliminary .ork in the UniverSity, his habits and 

metbods of study and work are fixed, or nearly 60, and will therefore remain fixed 

or nearly 80 throughout all his years in the professional faculties and, indeed, 

tbroughout his .hole life. The success of the professional faculties depends, 

therefore, fundamentally upon the success ot the ,Arts Faculty. (3) The liberal 

education of young on and women who intend to follo business vocations, or public 

life or the care ot homes. It is the invasion of this thttd class "hich has been 

maillly res onsible for the ~eat increase in Univel'sity enrolments all over this 

continent during the last thirty years. It is nJparent, therefore, that the 

Liberal College forms the foundation and frameuork of the hole Univers1ty edifice 

and that the stability, success and charm of the hole edifice depend upon the 

College. The ~e ot McGill Un1 versi ty depends largely on the future of McGill 

College from now on. 
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So e First Principles. 

A Colle~e or University is a ~up of stUdents and Professors. It is 

that and not ng more. It is de up solely of human minds and human sentiments. ---It is, therefore, an invisible e t1ty. It re_uires no rhetoric to prove that. 

cGill University, for example, is ot th t t"ine landsca.pe of green 1'1 lds and gray 

buildings wh1ch lies bet e n Sh rbroo e street and aunt Royal. 

place, the habit t, here the University live when it 1s at ho e. From these 

principles, ho ever, 1'0110 two ractical rule • (1) The College or Un1v rsity has 

only one end, v1z., the mind and manners of the student on the day he receiv s his 

degree. Every moment of ork, every broom, every brush, every pin that 1 purchased 

mu t be m de to aim at that end. (2) There is only one paramount rule of Universi ty 

administration and that ls the selection and placing of Professors. The students 

are given. Providence, the home and the school provide tham, and there 1s no ay 

by hlch the University can influence these agencies in the community save by doing 

its own ork ell. Bead Section g4 of the .B.N.A. Act. 'The amount of money which 

has been w sted on th1s continent and specially in the United States by ignor1ng 

these principles is colossal. It amounts to billions. The Universities of Canada, 

therefore, and 1eGill among them, shoUld try to profit by the admitted erro~s of 

their neighbours. Let a University see to 1t that 1 Professors are men ho can 

set an example of achol rah1p, manline ... s and devotion and who are bIe to reproduce 

these qualities in their stUdents and all other things will 1'0110 as the day follows 

the ris1ng sun. The touchstone of University administration lies in the selection 

of Professors and Instructors and in the organization of their orko 

culty Orsanization. 

There is inter -lli -one ethod of Faculty orgah1zat1on h1ch I should 

like to touch upon, and that 1s, the ethod of h ving gr ded departmental staffa. 

I refer to a department, for exa.mple, 1th a head Professor, second full Professor, 

an ASSOCiate Professor, and Assistant Professor, a Lecturer, Reader, Tutor ASSistant 
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ete. l do not think that this ragged mechanical formation has anything to do with 

the things of the mind, and my rOOB:>ns for so thinking are the following. (1) As 

the departments grow nor.ually t ey tend to appoint minor men 0 take the ne courses 

of study and to break new ground and thus grow dovmw rde instead of up ards. 

(2) This formation leads to difficulties hen promotions or ne appointments becaoe 

necessary. If the Head retires, for exnnple, all the en in li e expect to be 

moved upwards a step, ~d if this 1s not done, or if anyone is taken out of his 

position in the line, the internal morale of the de_artment is injured and theee 

little personal injuries are very hard to heal in the Universities. 0 one knows 

better, indeed, ho hard they are to heal than the Dean of his Faculty. (5) This 

practice ls uneconomical and, therefore, wasteful. It tends to fritter away the 

salary account of the d.epartment in minor ineffective amounts. Suppose, for example, 

a department With an annual salary appropriation of 17,000, a normal one with us. 

It would be better then, I suggest, that this sum should be divided say us 1'0110 s, 

8,000, 7,000, 1200, $800, rather than as follows, say, 6,000, $4,500, 3,000, 

2,500, 1000, 500, which ls about the way our saluries range at present. Two 

capital men in the lecture hall are uorth a whole corps of minor men. They can at 

least encourage end inspire the student and deliver the College frommediocrlty

and mediocrity ls the unpardonable sin in Universities. One Professor and hie 

younger Tutor or Assistant ls really, I think, the most ef~icient unit in College 

ork. (4) I am convinced that informal outline, routine lecturing by minor members 

of the staff is futtle. MOst of these lecture courses are north les6 than a good 

text book on the subject, and any student, who is ever so little a student, can 

learn more thoroughly trom a good book than he can from taking GOwn ragged notes 

from class-room lectureso I em a~raid, indeed, that this method is orse than 

futile. I am afraid that it is vicious. A student should never be taught anything 

which he m y teach himself. I know of no ~ractice DOre calculated to destroy all 

stUdent initiative than the practice of compelling him to sit and listen dumbly for 

four years to ragged routine lectures on any subject. 
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I should prefer, in a ord, ·0 h ve st ft oade up of all tull 

Professor and tutorsl I do not suggest for a moment that we should abolish 

middle or ninor positions, or that we should per ptor1ly l' fuse to pp01nt any of 

this clas in the future. All he su ... round1ng circumstances must be taken :l.nto 

a.ccoun't in each ca.se. I do, ho aver, strongly rece end that our polic 1n th 

future should point in the direction I have indie 'ted. 

Salaries. 

There 1s no subject BO difficult to discu s as the "subject of 

Unive~sity salaries. The reason ls that there is no generally accept d t~ d of 

me sur eut by ieh to fix the just and proper sum. It ia often said, tor exanple, 

and I think said rightly, th t a Univerait· rofessor should ha: e as much salary as 

a member of t e JudiCiary, or as a Depu't(y !ini .. ter in the Federal Civil Service, but 

even this is unlikel. in the near future. I is ~rue th t a University Protessor 

has to follo a long and severe d so et1t:ies expensive training, and his ork is 

often irkeo e, but, on the other hand, ,0 need not forget 'that h undoubtedly has 

many high enjoymentl3 hich are usu 11y denied to business en and often to profe _ 

sional men. I have not l!iuc'h sympathy J11th the University man ha complains bitterly 

and peevishly because his collteague 1s being paid more than e. Rat er s uld he 

rejoice therefor and prOUdly continue is ork, believing i't to be orth hile d 

knowing that his University ill pay hiB all 1't can mthout se.crl!1cing its needs 

in other ,ays. On the other hand, any Univeroity an who refused a higher s lary 

for doing the same or better work elsewhere ould be sentimental ass. ~ 

Even the clergy are not high-minded enough for that. There is, after all is said, 

nothing So irrational and unjust in hum life s the incomes men earn. One man 

hOD ork is a menace to SOCiety receiveD a colossal 1 come, hile the prophet and 

inventor is le~t to tarve. It always has been so. It al aye .ill be so. Our 

present salaries in cG111 College ure, ho ever, admittedly inadeouate. ~e cost 

ot living in MOntre 1 is very 19h and the cost of citizenship perilous. Th bare 
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necessit1eD of life being 'provided for, the upward curve is almost perpendicular. 

I assume, too, that a University Professor is entitled to live in his community in 

reasonable style. The s1 tuation in } co.111 at present, however, is much more menacing 

than can be indicated b mere generalities, as the tolloning considerations will 

show. 

McGill University and other OVerseas Universities have brought many 

or most of their Professors from Great Britain in the past. This policy, however, 

cannot be continued so successfully in the futureo The Empire is too big for that 

and the ruotherland is going to need all her own best educationists for some time to 

come. The ar has had its effects. Many fine scholars lie buriei on the fields 

of France. Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh and Glasgow take all the best of those that 

remain. The Provincial Universities and the various L0ndon institutions, now 

groTIing rapidly in number nd size, take their share. The Bcientific industries 

continue to take an increasing toll in the future. England is going to be forced 

to cdopt the principle of mass education from no on. She ought to have done so a 

century agp. Only the casual unemployed and the dissatisfied ones 

and this is not good enough for the Premier Overseas Universities. As a matter of 

fact, this practice did not really work we'l in the past when measured by long periods. 

The men who came overseas ~d succeeded returned home at the first opportunity, and 

those ho did not succeed stayedo The result was obviously not beneticial to the 

overseas institutions. 

If we turn next to the United States, the prospect is even poorer 

than in Great Br! taln. The large number ot highly endowed Universities ot the 

premier cl ss in the United State take all their best men. Their ~it1cent 

foundations of research in all GUbject also take their share. The scientific 

industries are even no robbing Universities ot their best men in Econo;1cs, 

Mat atic and in all the Sciences. Already, too, the Universities of the United 

States are going into the Br~tish and European markets offering prices quite beyond 

our rosourceso And beSides all this, most real University men must have a country 

all their own. 
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There is, therefore, only one alternative to follow and that 1s for 

the Overseas Universities of the premie. class, oGill among them, to begin to train 

their own men more 1ntensl'vely than in the past, or at ~east, to carry them far 

enough to send them abroad for further intenBi e training. Untortun tely this 1 a 

ery ditfi~t task at ·cGill. Indeed it is at present our biggest and hardest task 

of all. The :percentage of men i'ram cG!ll ho h ve 1'0110 ed educational employments 

. has never been large. The number of men ho have gone into the High Schools, 

Colleges and Un! versi ties of the eastern provinces of Canada, including our own 

Province of Quebec, is relat! ely very 11, and tbis work in the gr t new estern 

provinces has hitherto be almost exclusively pre pted by en from Toronto, QUeents 

and Dalhousie. Good ork as dolte by [oGl11 in the Province of British Columbia, 

but that has no passed into othe hands. 

There is one and only one possible olution to this proble , and that 

1s to boldly increase tbe remuneration, recognition and other advantages offered to 

Un1versi ty men so that their 'positions may be made more ttr ctlve to the more pro

mising and ambitious students among our number. The future of Old cGill depends 

more upon this than upon anything else I know. I kno of no other way to get rid 

of mediocrIty. If e treat any ~laDs of mea in the CO~ity in mediocre way, 

we can only Aonestly expect a ediocre return in the long run. 

Perhaps at thie nOint I may be permitted to say a ord about the move

ment to appoint Research ProfeSSOl'B .in Univerai ties. I do not think: that this 

movement Will go far end I do ot think it should, and for the follo fng re sons. 

There are alweys t 0 classes of Prefe aors, viz., tho 0 who are mainly interested 

in the ,o~k of the students, and those who are aI~y interested in their own ork. 

Both these classes are useful, but I do hot think that they should be divided in an 

a.rbi tr y way into two separate groups. That, I believe, ould be unfair to both 

groups and to the s dents. Professor ho has not interest enough in 1s subject 

to rolloTI up his onn research s outoido the classroom 1 a drone and ought not to 

be in a Univore1 ty at all, and a Professor who is unable or unwilling to te ch a r 
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students in. his subject is usuoll.y a laboratory tinker, d sometimes a ere 

pr tender. Doubtless men be or deeply i tareetod in research s ould be relieved 

~f. BOme o-r their toao .... 1ng ork, and I think that n DaD. he does, sa , :rour hours ot 

teaching work week ilill do ~ooa doyen better ~esearch ork t an if he did 
new 

no te chi at hll. His .researches ill help hin to throwlight on his teaching 

ana his teaclling will help to keep hIe Inli clear on fundamentals. All r 1 truth 

13 oiIaple and can~ therefore, be simply tOllght. 

Education 

This department h s only just been founded by the appointIl nt of 

Professor Clerke. As t~e department, ho.over, is one in hich I intensely inter-

eated I ~, perhaps, be por.m1tteft to offer a few general suggestions. 

departmo~t of Educution in El. Unive~sity 1 in pecul~ r position. 

It is not Q little Uo:rmal School or Te c ere' Training Coll go dthin a 'University. 

If it attempt to be t a.t and 0 ;r;:ore, :1 t 11 fail. The Profes or IllUBt be -rirst 

of all UniverSity Jr.aIl and he must, t ere1'ore, bo intere tea. in edtic tion from a 

University clevation. He must be himself an example of tine schola.rship, else he 

will not comoand the respect cnd co-oper8.t1on of hi s colleagues. he .. uet al'BO be 

familiar m. th the 11 teroture on the philosOphy d 1>sych610 . of educ:a.tion, else he 

ill not co~nd the respect and su uort of eduvutionists in othe.r institution d 

in the community. ne has, ho cv ~,no osltion or po e~ to influence the schools 

of the coremunity aave as Q student end sympathetic adviser. fie is not an adminis

trator. Re is a teacher of touch rs and en exponent and cri tic of educational 

ideas and va.lues in the University and in the conmun1ty. H 1a that and othing 

ore. He has, ho ver, plenty to do, illd his ta.sk i a big onc and his field ell 

defined. 

The Histor~ of '~lC tion, that is, tho hiG ory 01' hat men have dOne 

in all as a to educate th~s lroa, nu 01' tue institutions they designed for that 

purpose, 1s undoubtodl the 0 t fascinating and Buggestive ohapter in all human 



life. This eubject 1a usually taught 1npcrfectl~ b c us the ordln ry p dagogue 

has not enough scholarly 1'nt rest or enough kno ledge of history to ppr e1 te its 

import cc. The hllosoph· of Education, 00, iD of great interest. Such problems, 

for eX8l!lple, as The Aiffi of Bd c tion, The .... chool and the Indi-vldusl, [!h School 

and the Home, ThE; School and SOciety, Th Iklativc C1a1 s of LitU'atul aL.d cience 

in Education, ~ue £equence and COlTel·t1on of Subject in the School nd the Un1veraity 

etc. etc., 11 tall in this field, and they also have a brilliant l1ter ture behind 

thee, both classical and EOdern, from Plato to the present time. The .P ye ology of 

Education 1s more difficult because it has been ulcd BO much in recent ears. 

nevertheless this subject contains much 0 nil, useful, htlIllllD. materi 1 Ueh every 

teacher should kno. a~d appreciate. ubjecta SUCh as adolesce ce and ex should not 

be over-stre",sed and should. be taught reverently and all morbid unproven theories 

should be avoided altogether. Everything here d pends upon the n. 

I suggest that the department should bend. its efforts slightly to ardB 

the :braining of a fe promi ing canditlates tor the High SchOOls of the Province. 

Xwo or three. or en one of these added to the High School each year Will tell in' 

the end. In any case, the ork must be done T.dth great p t1ence at tirct. 

the general clusDcs requi:.'ed by the Lt censing Board, they have to be done. 

ie not from them that W shall get our b at resulto. 

for 

But it 

I recommend, t.o.erei'ore, that T\:io or Three Thousand Dollar be taken 

annually trom the ~pecial Provincial ~nd for t is subjeot to be a~'ded scholar-

ships to thre or tour credItable gradu tea of the Collese ho may ish to spend 

one or t 0 'e u studYing for t eir .A. degree in this department, with a vie to 

taking ,Post tions in the 1I1gh Schools and private preparatory schools of tue Province. 

Possibly in this y e ay be a le eventually to Bet to th r a small group of 

really interested trainea. education1 ts in the ooI:lIIl.unlty. The opportun1ties for 

observation end rese· roh 'ork of t 1s kind in the C1 ty schools of 1f.!lOntl'eal are un

l1m ted. 
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Deportmont of Fine Ar~B. 

MUsic and the Fine Arts e the _n6p1rut10n and svvl of all fine 

literature, ~itten or spoken. r recommond the a pointmc.nt of n full Professor of 

]Ilne .Arts. With one Professor, carefully chosen, and b:~ the help of the Conaer-

votoriun 01' liUf~1c, the Department of .!rchitect\!I'e 8.Ild allied litercry fltudies we 

could, I am convinced, ~~11d up a splendid departncnt 01' this kind st cGillo I 

auggest th t all lectures on t1e history, theory, I1tera~ure and philosophy of nusic 

should be given in this de~artmento Possibly the Head of the Conservatorium of 

L~sic should be a Director and not a Dean. e have t&r too little of the Aesthetic 

at }·cGill. All nen 1s di-vided. into four parts, Intelligence, Aesthetics, Morals 

and Religion, and most of our Universities at pre6e~t. in luding 7cG111, seem to be 

entirely nreoccupicd with the first 01' these and to the neglect 01' the remaining 

three. 

Oriental LanguaGe~. 

I should abol:f.sh this de!Jartment 1 together. The:r.e ar only a tew 

tudentB (lttencing, arid nearly ..l1 of these are J'e718 ha olect this subject in order 

to till in the number of Tequireo subjects for degree. This is un.!' ir. There 

are a1ao a few, very few, int6hding Theolo icel et d nta in son:e 01' t1.o classes, but 

all these w0l11d be very tl'Jlch better adyisod to spend their t1 'e on Greek. If any 

Theologian be not scholar enough ofjo r d the OtT Te tQ!;lent in Greek, he is not l i kel y 

to read the Old Testament in Hebrew. Indeed it is pertectly futile to attempt t o 

teach Hebrew to El student ha h s no a e tl.ate training in Greek and Latin. All 
, 

intending Theolo ians should tollow Greek w-d Latin in their Arts co rse. There 

should be one couroe in Hebrew in the fourth yea.r, or one in eac of the third and 

fourth yeors, but these could be done better than at present by one of the Hebrew 

cuol rs .on the staff of the 1'1'11iated Tr cological Colleges. 
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PVoholoq 

rue department has an excellent laboratory. '!'he plan 1. convente", 

fixtures and conm ctions perf'ect, and the neeeeaary equ1.P11lent 1. being alJ.,wly 

aaesb1e4. I aeed not J:'e-peat, toQ, what I heve 88.1d 110 often bei'ore 'botil by 8JOkeD 

and writ __ wori, that the po1ic,j of t e College 1. to make the Te'ry lIut possible 

uae ot thi. labOratory ~ r the mutual t!dvant '8 ot both the Faculty o~ Art. and b 

laoulty ot adieine. There are, bOw ... er, aome T8ry oomp1~ and very abatru .. 

questions in relation to this subject w leh will haTe to be settled eame time, ba" 

I ca.nno1 disou.ss thEm herG, I aboul lla'Ye to w ri t learned treati..,.. "to do eo. 

SopoloQ 

The subject called Sociology, U I Ullderstalld 1t at present, le apt 

to become a conglomerate of eleme:lt 8l7 Eoonom1c., Poll tteal So1a .. , 5001&1 .hi .. , 
PS70b01ofa', Boa1al Therapeutios &lld other cognate subjeq. and 1., theI'e!ore, ,,:ttm 

too ant ill practice to oTcrlap these other department. of study in :the 'UniTera1 ty. 

I am DOt findIng fault wi .. th our Departt:. at ot- Sociology- at MClGl11. "ax trom that_ 

l am only pointing ou.t a sita tbn ~h1c 8 fliilB to b~ rue 1 all UniTv81t1_ wh1cl1. 

entertain a departme:lt or 80o.1al et dies. The 8 oJect called Sociology, therefore, 

le really 110t 80 mucsh 8. ew subject a8 l;l uew . OTem.e It, ,.ld th18 mV8Iilut aaould 

undoubtedly be followed by the U1liTer.1tJ •• nth tile uttnotft intere8t and IlJaPath7. 

'taapei'ed always by careful cd t101_. T'.ae begiWlin&8 ot tl11. DIO'Vtiaat 1.11 t • 

University are 1.IOt d1r.1'1aul't to <UHO"Ier. The tJoaditioDBl. OBllege at 11Hral. 

education has slwaye been diT14e4 i.to two group, or taetil'Uea ot 8ubjec:'\., T1z., 

the Arts and the Seiencu. In Q=4~eat Sr1.aiu no gr_t 'Uni 'Yeni t1e. are t~ result 

ot t:ua diT1e1on ot ~81B ill higher "08t10n, namely, O~ori d ... tea Jft8.1al7 to 

the bu, an4 Cambridge, d(t't'ot.4 1I8inl.y to the Scleno... 'rh.rebr, 1;00, haDg SOU 

Tery profound problema whic tlt,t) JIotherlan4 suat ~1f .o1Te for herselt. '!ha 

modern Uhlver8ity, _ .. ever, eapeo1al.17 I eh.ouJ.d 881 the UniT8l'.lU .. oa tli1a Cen

t1nBUt, 1, realq dlTi4ed 1n$o t!:lre. groups ot studiea, namel.7, the An. or RuwaD1 

the Bo01olog1e. a.n4 the Se1en4e8. the 1:11'81: ot theft peupa ... era the ~l1e1l1ng 

I 
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subjects:- Greek and Latin, ~derns, English Literature, Philosophy and probably, 

in practice at least, Mathem: tics and HistOryD The thtrd group covers all the 

numerous branches of PhYSics, tham3tics and Biology and possibly Psychology, which 

now claims to rank as a special branch of natural science. The aim of the first 

group is ~he intensive discipline end training of a few promising young minds hich 

may ecooe examples of clear thinking, sound scholarahip and good manners in the 

communities in which they live. Thia aim 1s priceless and cannot, therefore, be 

forgotten in any community aiming at a high level ot culture and ~ivilizat1on. The 

third group is, in like manner, interested in the intensive training of a few pro

mising minds which may carry on the high ork of scientific teac ing and research in 

their communities and the application of the scientific rosults which they reach to 

invention and human industry. This aim is also priceless. The claima of exact 

SCience cannot possibly be overlooked alike for purposes of individual culture and 

social utility. The second and intermediate group of studies, which I have Called 

the Sociologies, covers such subjects as International Relations, Economics, Political 

Science, Social EthiCS, 80cial Psychology, Anthropology, Social Pathology and a 

number of other BubUects which still remain in a very elementary, diffuse and inexact 

type of Unive aity study. The SOCiologies, as I understand than then, direct their 

ttention not 60 much to the stud of the hmrran individual as to the study of social 

groups of individuals. There can be no doubt about the importance of th1s mOVEr.;J.ent. 

It hos come to stay. It is already planted in a ragged way in a.l:m.ost all our 

UniverSities of the premier class. Its possibilities for human study and human uses 

are almost unlimited. I~s importance on this Continent where our social groups and 

institutions are in the mnking is too obvious to be ove looked. Such s bjects, for 

example, as the antly, RaCial Groups and their Ch racterist1cs, the ClairJS ot 

Humanity 1n the Industries, Sh~ps and Homes, the Rel tion bet een the School and the 

Home, the School and SOCiety, he School and the Bhurch, and all these Bubjects are 

of infinite inportance in every new country aspiring to conscientiously set up a 

civilization of its own. Call to mind, for example, the very great importance of the 
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study of reci 1 groups, t eir c eracter1stl~s and occupa ions. This subject c~ot 

possibly bo 0 erlooked in ne country like this country. Jews, Italians, Greeks; 

Hungarians, Poles, Russians; Germans, re ch, Scandinavians; Englisb, Scotch, Irish; 

all obviously have their outstanding characteristics and occupations, and co nlties 

in ne countries are al ays conglo er te of these racial colours. 0 rational, 

scientific l0r0igration ~ol1cy is possible, therefore, for any country until it has 

solved some of these racial problems in a soundly scientific way. Indeed the real 

difficulty with the problem of immigration is that we know so little about it. 

ihat is 1 t, I mean, .hich moves men to DOve in. 1 rge I!laSSeB in the first instance? 

hy are sooe civilizations nomads and migrate and others are p sants and do not 

migrate? The economic solution that migration always moves along the curve of 

greatest possible economic prosperity 1s an entirely inadequate explanation. I 

suggest that comfortable homes, good schools, fine churches and kindly hands and 

friendly faces hnve a eat deal more to do with this problem t lan e sometimes 

imagine. ihat the ~Agrant Is really lo)king tor Is better social conditions, and 

until we solve so~e of these questions in this country we shall not be able to Bettle 

the iIm::ligration problem at all. I do not' Wi h to 1 bour this subject, but it seems 

to me to be of such obVious and crucial 1 po t nee to us at present th t I have 

ventured to mention it in this ay. I know, too, ot no plnce in the orld here 

these ~roblems can be stUdied uetter than in the City of Montreal. It i , I suppose, 

vain hope th t e should have a School of Social Studies in this University which 

would correl te nore carefully and effectively the "ork hich e are no doing in 

the social Bubjects I have naned. r.'lallY empty spaces, too, would have to b filled 

in in any venture of this kind. e should need, for exa.:nple, new Chairs in 

International La and Rel tion, ~ol1tical Science, Political Theory and Government, 

Social Ethics, Social end Industri 1 Ps~cholog~, and so e additions to the present 

Department of Sociology. le sho ld also need a n0W building, bee Ere 

present quite overaro ded in this Faculty, and the cost of library equipment and 
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field rese rch ould not b negligtble uant1t1es. Personally, I h ve thought for 

a long time that if we had the funds e ought to make this venture at cGill. At 

the pr JJent time, ho evor, 1 t Deems to b (ui te beyond our reach financially. Th 

~e- rang ant of the work of th College into three groups instead of two 1s 0 ly a 

trifling matter. If Conoerce and Science ere made independent F culties, I think 

t ey should be, £t an early date, it would then be very e ay indeed to form a ~chool 

of Social Studies in the Faculty of Arts, just as we nave at present a School of 

Commerce in that position. 

I should like to suggest, however, that it ,ould be ~ery dangerous to 

attempt to uet up t 1s School of 8oc1al Studies as an entirely independent unit in 

the University. The Sociologies are t e link or buckle between the Humanities and 

the SCiences and must, therefore, lwaye bear he vily upon these t 0 groups of 

University study. lt would not, surely, be advisable to tempt immaturely trained 

minds into study of these very complex subjects. Before entering seriously on these 

social studies, the student should have, I suggest, a sound tr ining in the Arts and 

Sciences. At least, 1 should say, two wears and probably even three or four years. 

In other ~rda, serious stUd. in the Dociologies should, I suggest, be reserved for 

advanced students in the final years and tor gr duate worko It iould, I think, at 

present be neceS8 ry 1.'01;' a student to have at least two ye rs of graduate ~ ork before 

venturi g on the task ot a rofession 1 SOCiologist. One need only gl ce t the 

situation to Bee how fundament l1y true th1e is. All human relations are really, in 

the final analysis, social relations. Language, for example, ~y bicb men communicate 

their ideas to one nother 10 the most fundru ental SOCial 8gency in civilization. 

The study of law, too, rightly undo stood Is almost purely cocial in character. One 

cannot sell a 'pOund of sugar or keep mangy dog "if! thout becoming entangled in the 

la of the 1 nd. How far el entary studies in jurisprudence, therefore, should be 

undertaken in a College of l1~eral education as al ays been e q~estion ith me. 

Th tmportance of themat1co, Eistory, Litcr ture nd all t e ~cie_cos upon social 

conditions 10 far too tnt"mate to a~~it of any easy method of training efficient 
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students and ork rs in social problems. Just how the problem 11 be orked out in 

detail, it e have the eans to do so, is a very 1 rge problem indeed. I suggest, 

however, th t t e problem 1s one wlllch the Board of GoVernors, Corporation and others 

interested should consider With the utmost care. It is icrposslble, however, 

than barely mention its slgnlglcance in a report of thIs kind and I h ve not, there

~ore, attemDted to reckon with it in the estimate of our imffiedi te needs set out in 

the latter part of this report. 

Commeroe. 

I shOUld llke to dO. 8 f 

Commeroe in the J.i'aculty. 

comments on the work of t e Se 001 01' 

I h ve had zaany men eo e to me duri g the last few years and tell a 

story something like the 1'0110 ing. "I only had an e1anentary school education. 

I orked on the railroad. I SUcceeded, however, and I 0'\'1 own a prosperou8 bU81neu. 

I want my 80U to succeed to this bUSiness, and he Wishes to do 80 himaelt. But I 

want to gi'Ye BOme tone to the bUSiness, and there are some scientl1'io subjects which 

are of great importance to us. In any case I want my son to get an education. 

What studies do you think he should follow in order to get a creditable College 

education whieh will, at the same time, help him to take an inte est in the business 

and to manage it auccesstully.ft Despite the tact that our Unl'Yera1tie., aa I ha'Y. 

already po1nted out, have been Bt8InJ.)eded by this .class o~ student in recent years, DO 

University, 80 far as I know, has fIVer anJl1fered this question suceesstu.lly. 1'he 

School ot Commerce nt MoGl11 has 8uwered it In part but not whol~. Let me explain. 

A Behool ot Commerce 1s designed to ofter a College education for four 

dIf'1"erent classes ot people in the community, tl) Accountant., (I) General. Bua1ne •• 

Ken, (3) Professional Econo, lists and Statist1eians, and (4) Actuaries. 'rhe tir.', 

third and fourth ot these elasaes are competentl taken oare ot by the regular depe.rt-

menta ot Aocountancy, Economics and Mathematics respectively. The second C1U8. 

how.,.er, la 'Yery poorly taken care 01' by our School at present, and it ls thi. clUs, 
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I SU8 Y)ect, hich the promoters really had moot in mi.Ld when the School was first founded. 

By far the largest number of students in our School at any rate are really looking for an 

education hich will fit t em for financial and commercisl occupations in l11'eo liou is 

this to be done? 

I recommend the creation of e. Chair of Co e.rce, and the appointtJent of n. 

full time Professor to take care of this ork. This ork is being done at present under 

the n8J.lle of CO.iirlercial L , by t :ree p:trt-tme junior tlembers of the Bar, but this is 

wholly unsatisfactory. The point of view of the La~er, especially the junior Lawyer, and 

the point of view of the laym are entirely different. The Lawyer looks t the matter 

fron the point of view -of come section in the Civ;1l Code, or of BODe moot c se in Juris-

prudence, the layman 'from tr.e point of view of a concrete pr cttcal buSiness tr nsaction. 

99 per cent of every concreto business transac ion, s y, for example, the s le and shipment 

of a conSignment of goods from Liverpool to ~ontreal, is controlled by business customs and 

pr ctices which never come near the law, and it is this substantial, dependable p rt of the 

transaction which every student "Of Co erce should know ond understand. The less business 
• men have to do Vd th isolated sections of the Code, current legal. I:l8.Xims an IOOot c ses, the 

better. They c t p08c1bly learn enough about the law to practise it safely in their 

own business. I speak with Borne confide ce on this poi~tJ as I tau~t Co creial ~alcs, 

and Negotiable Instruments ~th mueh relish myself tor cover 1 years. 1 believe uncondl-

tionally in the v luo of Comnerce 'nd General BuslneBo as a subject of UniTdrelty study. 

lJ:'he way men li vc ond work and succeed and fail in the business world is a profoundly human 

study a d has a .right to rank with the nost human subjects in the curriculum. 

trainIng is really meant for literary and professional men. 

It will, I know be difficult to fi d a m n for this position. 

The rts 

The lIarvard 

School of Business Adminietr t10n is the only place I know Dare this ork is done succeas-

fully. Perhaps, 0 ver, uc might choose some young lnl1y-er 11th at least as much native 

intelligence as kno ledge of the law and le 1 e him to ork out his own problem. 
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Scholars 1ps. 

Our ~cholarehipe in thi Faculty 8.1 e in a hopele..,sly l!liscellaneou8~ ragged 

and mean1ngless condition at prese.a.t. oat of t em date fro t ... irty ears go when 

the purchasl g v l.ue of mone to t ul tim te co SUI!l.er "as three times t it Is now 

and, therefore, the resent Btl~endB are too small to encourage eo petIt1on. ore-

oTer, thue echol rs ips otter Te 11 ttle cle r outeta d1 g diet1 ctlon, because 

they re a arded tor 0 many petty~ tec '.D.ieal, miscellaneous reasoIlS. I haTe tried 

repeatedly to rr n e them in BOme sort of rational plan 'but without success. The 

terms 0'1 the original endomenta re fixed i most cases and in others 6ere are 

always old rules ta?ld1ug in the way. o e 01: \h ,too. are holly ehar.:.. table, and 

I do not believe in ch ritable sc olars'ipa. Scholn.rshl)s are a arded for Se lol.ar-

ship and not tor cheri ty. 'l'he pro;oer fi. to take care 'I deBervi g c it ble cases 

is thl'ough an aid or loan fund tor that purpose. It Is necessary, there"'ore, to 

find some pri 01ple upon hlch all 8C olars ip tunda shoul b adoinis ered, nd I 

suoocet the foll0Wi.ne; princinle. All acholo.rs 1pa stould be so ar!'aJJ.ged that a 

ce tail number ot exceptionally successful tudents mu be ble to a~ a sub.tautl 

part ot their Colle6e expenses b earni scholars ips trom year to ear thl"oughout 

their COur8e. ,ith this nr1 c1nle n min~, I .enture to make the following 

8uggestions. (1) Matrleulation Scho1ars ips. - Mr. 13ee:tty t s a.dmirable .cholus 1ps 

in Clas8ic8 and 11etheI.J.eticB offer an xc 1 ent model for other 8cholarsh::"pa 0'1 this 

kind. I reco end that thl'ee oth rs be awarded on the .eme eondi tion. and in the 

same emounts, s followa:- one in EngUah and a*tory, one in hench cnd another 

language, d one in l?hyaicD and Mathemr tics. (2) l'1ret Year a.>ehole.rsh1pa. - Ther. 

are obly three emall 8Cholars ipa tor competition at t e end of the First Year in a 

clas8 0'1 420 compet1 tors, viz., The Sane Redpeth for igheat aggregate standing in 

the year, value 115.00; The Barbara Seott for f1rst place in Classics, value 115.00; 

end the HObart Ernce for .... 1gb general standina, Talue 100.00. I recOItlI'lG!:.d that all 

three be complemented by a further scholarship ot $300.00, and thnt seven ddlt10nal 

scholars 1ps be granted to the next seven students in order of onerel mer1 t, end in 
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the tollo ing amounts, viz., 350, 300, ~250, 200, '150, 100 and 50. 

(3) Second and Third Year Scholarships. - Siz scholarships of the aggregate value ot 

750.00 are offered for competition at t e be ,inning of the secQnd year, and ten 

scholarships ot the aggregate value of 2355000 at the beginning of the third year, 

and I recommend that all these schOlarships be multiplied b the number three (3) 0 

(4) Fourth Year Scholars •• ips. - I recommend that t e Faculty in full session be given 

the right to elect each year not ~re than ten scholars from the Graduat~ng Classes 

in .. rts and Science. These scholarships shall ca_ry no stipend but the holder shall 

have the right to use the title and dist1nction "Scholar o~ McGill College" for life 

ana good behaviour. These scholarships shall be a: arded on the student's full tour 

years of work in the College. I recommend that the Faculty be given the right to 

award each year one travelling scholarship of the value of 1750000 per annum and ten

able for two years to ca_didates holding the B.Ao or MoA. degree 1"roml!cGill. 

The total increase in the ~ount of the above scholarships 18 13,500.00 

per annum and I recommend that the student tees 1n ~ts and Science subjects be 

increased 25.00 per annum, Which will yield an additional B of a out 25,000.00 

per annum, and that this ,sum be fl.ppropri ,ted first to the po:vment of this increase 

and the remainder to increases in the salaries of the Professors. Although this 1s, 

I think, fI. new uggestion, it is not an arbitrary oneo The Bood student i8 gn asset 

in the class. Ee sets the pace, he tmp~oveB the standards, he sets an exanple of 

,how students should ork in College, and he ie a great help and encourageoent to the 

Professor. The mass of poor students, on the .other hand, are a drag upon the class 

nd a burden upon the Profecsor's work. These at de~ts, thBrefore, owe a heaTY debt 

to the good students and to t e Professors and they ought to ~ay this debt in port 

at least. Our tees are not half what the a.re at Harv'ard, Chicago, Yale and other 
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Student's Lo!'l a 

I believe t~tlt the stu e:.1t as t11e s e xig..lIt to 1'1 ce }.im6 If as any

body else htlet aining uGe1'ul xperience that 'Till be of service tf) 18 C mmun1 ty 

in .fter 70 rs. I also believe that t e pro ce of di igent s~~dent vO r~pay his 

l\.lm.a {tar any loans Mch it ay I!I!lke to him hile in re .... 1dence is as ea,e a eecur1 ty 

ae theMe i on the Ret Man 1veroit1es in the United States have h d student 

loon tunds for y re and the plan i8, I thi~. u~1vers~ ly approyed. Ur. McCracken 

of Vasaar tells me that they ILave had such a fund for t enty years und that they have 

not in all this time lost single cent throu~ bad loans. The smus was true at 

Corne in my day. Sometimes t e If ans lire s10 co 1ng in but they are nl.ays paid 

in the end 1th interest. I reco~e d th t fund of 25~OOO.OO be set aide for 

this purpose. Lo ns .0ul ~ b~ ade chIefly to xomis1" students in tho t °rd and 

fourth years, bu theso cases are ersonal nd no rigid rules should be laid down. 

Each c se must be de It th on its 'e~its and this tund ould be under the manage

ment of n careful loan f'und co 1 ttee. I pity the Btu eht who h s to or.:l otter 

hours to p y hi It is so unf 1r. ~or tour years of hard ark t is class 

01' student only succeeds in ett1ng an. 1JldiL_era::lt der.:r e.. I, pc son lly, always 

advise ag net this plan.. It is ~nr botter, 1 think, that the inte d1 g student 

should ark thl" e or tour y B 0 rise nay before ming to college ll.d then 

borro the ~8at here he c • Plob b~ ach studont to wh a seriou 10 is ade 

should take out a policy of life in ance to rd ag i st 106 in ca es 01' fatality. 

Possibly, too, some scheme of stui~t grQu lns~ance ru1 t be devised to Drotect the 

fund in these caSes. 

The laree Hall. 

This Eall has been great success. The builders aimed at the maxjW1m 

01' propri ty, utili ty and siII1l>le beauty and they got all threso I do not think that 

university money has ever b en better invested. The Hall 1s used for large classes 

four hours each day and 1s open froD 5 p.m. to 11 p. • and so ettmes until after d-
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night for lectures, deb tes, public addresses, ractlces, rahe~rsals, music nd pl ys. 

J;!)onthly church service 1s held on Sunday mornings. I should like to see this service 

hold every eek. I should dearl~ love to seo an an ual 'pro riation of about 3000 eet 

side to bring t e best available cler en to the College to preae to the 6tLdc~ts. 

It le tr e th t the city churches are op n to otudents, but serious college students e-

mand o04ethlng di~ferent from the usual miscellaneous co "~egati n of orah!) erB. .ben 

t1.a Hall W 8 bull t ne said t at we did ~lOt lant e. th tre w1 th pulpi t but a chapel m. th 

a stage, nd that was what was buIlt. The cost of ransformlng the stage into a pulpit, 

a choir and an altar ( hy not!) ever~ Sunday ornin ould be trirling. I 0 not 

recommend t'is but I strongly su est Ito The orshln or God iD not veY'y Visible in 

this University. 

The East Block. 

In the McGill Annual for 1928 I r.rote ;lnter alia as i'oUows:-

"We must ot forget, however, th t the ViVrk of rebuilding Old McGill ls not yet 
complete. The east inB of the buiJ.diDg still remains to be done. All 
McGill men kno , too, that this east iug is probably the ..:Ost sacred place in 
all l1cGill history, for it as Once tho hone of Sir illiam Dawson. who stands 
hi-ghest of all in our ""cGill :Lemple of Honour. Cle rly, therefore, one of the 
next tas to be undertaken Py the University and by all .TeG1ll men ls to en
large and rebUild tnis part of the College. The lans, I uuggest, should sho 
a suitable El tranco and '~ont slev tion f cin on The Little CrunpuB at t'e end 
or IJllton Street, anQ thw hole dosi~ned in h'rmony ith MOlson Hall nd the 

1n College bu11ding find to 'be known a Da aon Hall. Just what the interior 
of this part of the building should cont i L 1s largely conjectural, but With 
over fifteen hundred students nOt ttending t e College daily, the need for a 
comploted building ls clear. That 1 t should contain the Department of Geology -
at present sorely in need of acco rDdation - 1s obvious, tor Da son .as one of 
the gre test geologists of 11 tioe and this subjeot is of the very greatest 
scientific importance in the future development of Canada ••••• That done, I pre
dict that'cGill College will then reorganize into a college of four diatinct 
and yet closely aff1l1 ted faculties in Arts, Pure Science, Law and Commerce. 
The suggested change of neme from "The Fa cuI ty of Artslf , always a m! noI!1er, 
to lcGl11 College", is, thorefore, not 1thout sign1f1c ce." 

I sce no re Bon ~or changing t opinion ex)r s ed in this paraeraph. I 

kno of no wa in which University building tunds could be used to such great profit at 

MaGill at present. This block ie four stories, and extended back With Mblson Hall and 

~YBe Hall ould contain, I estimate, s muCh or ore cubic contents than the ne Arts 

Building. There uld, thBretore, be, I am convince,d, ample room fOT t e Law School 



above, Geology in the rear and the Administration in front, and few classrooIrlB and 

offices in dd1tion at present much needed by this Faculty. The classrooms ght very 

ell be used in co on by all. Not a si gle seat ned basted by cividing college 

students into arbitr ry w ter-tight compartments. That ay, n, lies waste of much 

needed money. Every college building should be built to fit the student body i tead of 

trying to fit the student body into the building. Every building should be tailor~de. 

That seems to me to be the supreme principle in all University building policy. The 

present building as designed in th t way and I shall 'Venture that there ie not a single 

college building in the orld m. th more d ily ork of a kind done W1 thin its alls. 

I think, too, that the Buggestion t at e should have three Fac_lties of Arts, 

Science and Co~orco ie also ti ely. After all, the spirit and ai 01' these tree eroups 

are quite distinct nd they should, I suggest, therefore be left s free as possible to 

work out in time their several destinies. t an rate, a joint F culty 01' all three 

sections is really too cumbersome to b efficient end ls often apt to be oomplet ly SDOther

ed by multiplicity'of counsel and sometimes by petty ~ersonal and depart ental oppositions. 

Ith the Biological Bciences controlled by ~ediclne, and PhYSics and Chemistry independent 

entities, there really never has been any effective organization of this Faculty on the 

science sideo 

There is also a f rther reason why there should be a separate Faculty of 

Science 'or the whole UniversIty, and although it is admittedly quite beyond my juris

diction I should like to be ~er.m1tted to touch upon it briefly. I refer to the science 

work at~acdonala College. I kIlo that the problem of the agricultural colleges is 

perennial and it will, I am convinced, remain perennial· until these colleges realize ~re 

c14a.rly what they are really trying to do. .An agricultural college ls deslgneci, as I 

understand it, to provide liher 1 useful eciucatlon for men and ooen ho intend to live 

on the farm and home. The idea is that there should be t 0 universities in every 

community; ono for the country and the other for the city. There never was a ore pro

found or a more travag nt and wasteful fall cy th this. There is not a single 



subject of liberal edue~tion which is not noeded on the l' rm and home; not onc. {by then 

should the Arts subjects .>101i be tau~t in the Untverei ty here they belong? Th1s question, 

too, is equally applicable to the Sciences. Ther( is no specific science called the Science 

of Agriculture. .hat 1s usually called b that name is only the anplication of the stan-

dard sciences, PhYSiCS, Chemistry and Biology, to problems of tillage and breeding. How 

then can any student apply a 8cien~e to any pursuit unleus he first kno the science itself? 

The question, I think, an.ewe s 1 taelfo Thee ap!>lied sciences are cUefl the following:

Soil Physics, Agricultural Chemistry, General Botany, GenetiCS, Plant Pnthology and Bacteri-

ology. hy t en should e specialict in each of these subjects not be placed in their 

regular University departments here they may collaborate fu.ll,y Ith theiT colleagues in

stead 01' lsolati4g them in a separate institution v.here they are compelled to teach both 

the fundamentals and the applications of their subjects to 1mm.ature students? The chief 

trouble with the agricultural colleges, frankly, 18 that they are trying to compnct a 

liberal and a vocational educat10n 1nto a single curriculum to carry on research ork lead

ing to a doctor's degree and to olerate a 1 rge and expensive experimental farm, 0.11 by 

men usually of inadequate training and ,ithout any Dignificant practical experience. Eence, 

constant inefficiency and diss tistaction. i suggest, tentatively ut least, {l) That the 

science department in the Un1~era1ty end at _acdonald College be conso11cated into a single 

University Faculty, (2) that the first two years tor the degree of B.S.A. be the regular 

to years of work in the University, and (3) that the third and, in some cases, possibly 

only the fourth year at :Macdon ld College be reserved tor the usual field .ork and hus

bandr1es incident to form management. 

Dorm! tories~ 

This Faculty has a common interest with all the other Faculties in the 

proposal to build dormitories at ~cGil1 and perhaps I may al£O be permitted to offer with 

deference e tew suggestions on that proposal. There are t roughout the University at 

present about 800 - 1000 stu.dents Who might live in dorm.1 tories. The cost of el'ecting these 

dormitories ~uld be great, especially if they re to be commoBioue and comfortable inter

nally and consistent w1 th the lQ,D.dscape externally. V:ould the educational returns from. 



this venture be commensurate with the coat? That is the q ea 1 n. I do t think that 

they would. .A.J.moat neryth'ng I h :ve said in this report beara upon this uestion. 

Dol'm1 torie. are &; neee 's1 ty in un1verai ties and oolleges buIlt ill small towns anA 1 t 1. 

true, I think, that theae universities and oolleges otten ahow greater coU .. e 8p1r1t 

than at.l1ar ~sti~tlons Ithout dormitories loeated 1n the larger clt1... !bie spirit, 

hown.r, 1s usually, I fear, of the SLl8J.l town type and, therefore, ot 110 great lasting 

value to the student. I an not sure, 1 deed, that it i8 genuill.. Certalnl7 the aoadem1c 

standards in these oolleges re no higher nor as high, I think, a. in other 111sti tut10na 

doing the seme or s1m11ar work. The spirit ot 8 university Ith domitorie. located in 

a lar e city, like HBrTar4 for exampl~, Is, I know too, quite ditferent from the spirit 

of 8 .imilar institution like Cornell loc ted in a small town. othing Should, therefore, 

really be done in ventures of th1s kind w1 thout the .most careful inquiry into local oon

di tiona and local neeu. There i8 no use copying other il18ti tut1on. bl1ndl.7 .. 

Dormi tories are usually dismal Dlaces. The hall. are cold and dreary. 

Each room. contains two .i gle beds, a t ble end a rule bookcase. The firea are seldom 

kindled in the conmon room. There 1a no 11 bre.ry. and that alone i. almost tatal. The 

meals in the refe.tory are usually tasteless like all oheap li eala prepared 1n 1arge 

quan~itl... Who would wish to live tor long in a cheap otel, and that ia just exactlY 

what the usual college 401111.1 tol'y really ls. Something ahould be allowed tor ind1 v14uall ty. 

Bow are the IdJi.4 and ,manner. or studenta to be improved seriousl,. bT herc1.1ng t _ together 

1n a dorm1 tory? Should not someth11g be conceded to the right ot the student to choo •• 

hi. own Clueriera at a coat 1fh~oh he believes to be consistent with his own reaouro •• ? If 

an7 one thius that the dally morality of st dents ls improved by I1v1nc 1n dom1tori .. , 

he should look about e. bit among the 00110, ... Coll-se domi tones are a relic ot 

moust1cia nd the military barraeka, and both thee. InsU tutione aro pretty .. eU talN 

OlI.t ill tlle colour ot our present civilization. I have lived whilst 8. student in all. 801't. 

or plaoes, 1n att1cs, in lodging ho~., in bOarAing hou ... , in fraternitiea, 1n dormit-

ories and. hotel., and the oeat ot than all ia the Simple, old-fashioned, .. ~ard1ng 

bou... It 11 at least so .thing like home. 
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The history of college dor.m1tories on t is continent is exceedingly 

interesting. About thrity ye rs ago so e of the universities of the pr6nier class in the 

Eastern United States recognised that Oxford and Cambridge had samethine hich they had 

not and which they wished to have, and they attributed this difference to the fact that 

the students at Oxford and Cambridge lived in residences. They were, ho ever, completely 

mistaken. The peculiar charm of Oxford, for wxmnple, is not due to ner dormitories but 

to her storied past, the memories of her men, her chapola, her colleges, each 1th its own 

-I duali ty, Where professors, tutors and· students live together in high company, to 

the thorough careful scholarly traditions of the le ding colleges, to the preparat ry Work 

done by her studenta in such famous schools as Eton, Harro and the rest, and also not a 

little, I suggest, to the tact that most -of her Btu ents have CO!!l.e from the leisured, 

mannered classes iu English homes. Harvard is finding out this mistake at present and 

President towell is now trying to reform the dormitories into houses. 7i11 he succeed? 

I do not think so. You cannot ere to a university out of bricks and mortar and ivied 

walls, and no merely mechanical re' rangemont of the st~ dent body can create a single new 

idea or a single Dent~ent in the spiritual life o~ the institution. 

The Gymnasium. 

i an sure tha.t this Faculty agreos unconditionally that we are sorely in 

need of a gymnasium at MaGill. !.mny questions, how er, must first be answored, as, for 

example, the following:- What opportunities for outdoor sport are available to the 

University? What are the essentials and .hat the extravagances in the building and eqUip

ment of a gymnaSium? Is an outdoor track needed, und why? Is a badminton court needed, 

and for whom? Ho many Btudents Will use a gymnasi~ and to hat extent? ,hat is the 

real value or gymnastics to the physical educ tion of students? Should a gymna ium ever 

take preced mce over much needed require ente ror salaries, classrooms, labo~ator1es and 

books? It 8 ems to me, with the utmost deference, that all these and similar questions 

should be anawere in the most conservative econOmical way. A large &l1ount of money has 

been asted on extravagant gymnaSiums in some universities. 

We should alw ye too, I suggest, keep carefully in mind the ai ot 
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Phyaical Education. Firstly, the University ould encour 
- i ch are likely 

to b continued in after life, i.e., 
ti.i1g, snow-sho iog, sk1Ing, Br.1.mming, cricket, 

tenn.1s etc. econdly, the Un1 versi ty shou1d also encourage CO""'O'per tive 
es. Football 

1s the best of these. There Is no USe decrying football. It is the best co b1nation 

utumn game ever 1nv nted. Thirdly, there cnn be no doubt bout t e value of gymnastics 

tor young men and women. For muscular co-ordination and Skill, g]IllD.Ustics are un urp Bsed 

They are a.pt sonetimes,ho ever, to be too intense and cannot be continued ery long into 

after 11fe. 
le need an ado uate, conservative ~asiumo A 1 rge building, ho ever, 

ith an 1nd.or track, badminton courts etc. is, I su ost, beyond our pres nt resources. 

~-. 

I no, .ish finally to short BU ;ary of the i:n.creased cost of the 

changes end additions to the College hieb I h e suggosted in this ro)ort:-

Salary Incr ses & • • • • • • • • • •• 21,050 
Biology (AdditiOnal !>rof sor) ••• ~.. 6,000 
Philosophy (Addition Professor)..... 6,000 

g11sh (AdditiOnal PrOfessor) ••• '. 5,500 
Professor of Commerce •• .. • • • • •• 6,000 
Professor of Public Speaking. • • • •• 5,000 
Professor of Fine Arts • • • • • • • •• 5,000 
Scholarship incre se .......... 13,500 
ss1stant to Dean's 'ecretary. • • • •• 1,200 

Extr Caretaker 0 • • • • • • • .. • • • 800 
Total, -=70:::"',-=0:":5:'::'0-

Le6~ rr Increuse in student ees, 25,000 

Net Increase, 

Capital Value at 6,%, 
Plus Students Loan Fund, 

45,050 

750,833.34 
25,000000 

$775,833.34 

~.- The net result 1s, therefore, th~t e need a c p1ta.l additional ondowment 

of 775,833.34 to finish the COllege, 1ncluding salaries in PhYSiCS, Ch~Btry and Biology, 

for an indefinite future ti eo Maintenance and equi ent in the cience Buildings are net 

in my jurisdiction. 
I do not suggest that the full sum ould be needed at once, but I am 

convinced that it .111 be needed ithin the next five or six yenrs~ 

All of w.ich is reo ectfully submitted, 

December 18, 1929. 
Ir A. UacK.a.y 
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FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCE 

Numbers aec ,ted for First Year 

Sept. 14, 1932. 

MEN B.A. ~. ..a.Com. 
Gentiles 47. 76 22 145 

Hebrews 22 18 4 44 

Totals 69 9" 26 189 

WOMEN 
Gentiles 75 10 3 88 

Hebrews 12 2 14 

Totals 87 10 5 102 

291 

Sir Arthur:-

Hebrews (58) are already distinctly oyer the limit. Note 

the continued rapid increase in the percentage of women in the B.A. 

course. This movement set in three years ag~ frobablY the 

majority of the first year in the B.Sc. are pre-engineers. We shall, 

I think, be quite up to the 4.00 mark and over before registration is 

complete. )1#/( ----

J~ 



FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCE 

1st Yr. Registration and Results 

B.A. Men 

Number Passed Passed Failed 
Registered in May in Sept. or Left 

1928-29 120 39 20 51 

1929-30 88 53 9 25 

1930-31 59 39 7 23 

B.Sc. Men 

1928-29 100* 55 14 30 

1929-30 122* 61 13 48 

1930-31 119* 63 20 35 

* These figures inclute students intending to enter Engineering. 

J"an. 25, 1932. 
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Registration 1~29-30 and 1930-31. 

First Year 

~ Women Total 

1929-30 1930-31 1929-30 1930-31 1929-30 1930-31 

B.A. 91 69 104 89 195 158 

B.Sc. 117 124 14 16 131 140 

B.Com. 80 51 10 10 90 61 

Totals 416 359 

Total Figures for 1929-30 and 1930-31. 

1929-30 1930-31 

First Year 416 359 

Second Year 313 322 

Third Year 258 268 

Fourth Year 202 231 

Partiale 87 89 

Totals 1276 1269 

November 3, 1930. 



F A CULTY OF ARTS 

OFF ICE OF THE DEA N 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

.January 7, 1930. 

Sir A.rthur Currie, G.Ch .G., 

Principal, . cGill University. 

I.:y dear Principal, 

:;!'ollO\-inG ny recent note to you, I no" "ish to add 

the folloTIinG figures for your information covering the 7resrr.~ln Year during 

the Inst session, 1928-2~. 

:rurabcr of students adr,li tted by :!cGill .:c.triculation 
and High School LeavinG, 

.lumber failed in rlore than one sub j ect, 

Percentage failed, 

:"umber of students adni tted by other certifi cates, 

Number failed in more than one subject, 

Percentage failed, 

298 

127 

106 

71 

67% 

Some of the more detailed fiGJres are interesting 30 

far as the" go. 52 were admitted from Ontario and 33 or 03 . 47 per cent 

failed ; 8 froI'1 the Universi ty of r.:ontreal of whom 7 failed ; 10 from :Tew 

Bruns~7ick and 9 failed ; 6 fro!1 Nova Scotia and all failed; 12 from the Uni ted 

States of _~erica and 8 failed . I t:!1ink, llO'l":ever , that the distribution 

from other places is too snaIl to offer any serious sUGgestions . 

There were, I should estimate , about 50 who applied 

ShO .... l:L.'1g certifi cates other than our own, '7ho ,,'ere refused, ancl if wc add this 

nlli~ber to the 106 admitted muldnG a total of 156 , then onl y 25 of these 
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students were able to pass our first year . This clrurly indi cates till tour 

minirm.l''ll rO"uirements for admission to this Universi ty are distinctly, indeed very 

much tigher than the minim~ requirements for aili.tission into other ColleGes . 

Indeed , t 18 \7hole situation 1001w d~stinctl:: ominous for students coming to 

!.:cGill froD other places . If only 25 out of 156 who apply for adnisf:d. on 

actuc.lly succeed in our first year, it seems to me that '\"Te have cone very nearly 

to the point of refusiIlb outside certificates nlto[;ether unless they be distinct-

ly creditable. Just \7h8.t policy the University should pursue in a situation 

such as this is a very difficult m~tter to decide . If ,le :eep on raising oui: 

st:.md(.rds at 1 cGill vie shall obviously cor:le very soon to the -point T'lhere He uill 

be compelled to refuse to recotnise outside certificates altogether except for 

students uho hc.ve a very distirt~uished career in their mm schools. 'That 

should \Te do? I blOW that the school authorities in the other Provinces ,ill 

ir.JI:letlia tely <lellY that our stu..."1dardn of 8.iliassion are hicher c.t r:cGill than in 

tIle local Universities , and ':7110 is to decide? The publiC, even our ovm public, 

(10 not know the facts [lnd it liould be impossible to put them in pO~~ l of the 

real facto at 'Present . The Gituation is distinctly interesting. 

Yours vcr:' truly, 

10-/ft7Jt~ ~C f 
Dean 
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MONTREAL 

Januar:' 4, 1930 . 

Prir.c';',Im1, '.cGi11 ~!li verni t:r . 

::y dear Princ':'pal , 

I hrve receivec:. :,our note of yesterday c....'1d no' uish to sa 

that Dean Laird probablv referred 'It the rece:2t neetine of the Protest...nt Co _ll ttee 

to 0. remar' p!1.ich I made to hin race tl." that t:.e lOzt of 0ur bad. failures in the 

J!'re::hnan Year durinG this teI'I'1 'ere cO.w.inr; from outside t' e Province . I hr...ve 

just ID",ue UD a list for n: 0 'U i:ti'on..3.tiou of the t\lenty- i'ive ";)oorel students in 

their ter' tests t'.is session c...""ld ten of "!;hese cor.:e fror. our or:n :J.£.. tri culation 

and sC!lool le[.vinc oxm inations u.nd fifteen :'rom. out::;ido ex:;u: i'1at:'ons . ':'he 

ficures are: -

I:cGi11 r:n.tric'i.:latiol1 ••• 10 
Ontario ..... ... .. .. . . .. 8 
'Onive:'si ty of .• ontrea1 . 2 
Bri tish Calm "oio. •••...• 2 
... "'rOVel Scotia ..... .. .. . .. 1 
1~berto.. ••••••.• • • •. . •.• 1 
Cantridge , Eneland ••••• 1 

'rhis is ~robcbly too $10.11 a number to judce fro , but I shall nake out a list of 

50 for this year and for the ','hole of the FreshI;~:lD. Class last yce.r ul; the reeula r 

I.':uy exa::linations for our ini'orr'lution. I had so.ne fairly accurate fi€:,'1.l.res 

three years ugo on this subject and our mm students shoned at that time L. slight 

a va:1tage . I 8m inclined to thillk that further figures .i l l shO\7 that this 

advantage has Cii stinctl y increased durin£; the last t\-O or three yro.rs . I r.eed 
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scr.rcely point ou.t , honoyer , t:.at tb.::.s r,et:.oQ of ;;UL~::'.g is rea1l~r not fair to 

outside schools, 3.8 the hil"h schools i. eacl. cor .rruni ty naturall:r fo110 .. ; Lore 

closely the usual rec:."J.irEuents in their local 'miversi ties uld colleGes . 

Yours very t::,uly , 
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Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., 

Prinoipa1, MoGi11 University. 

My dear Principal, 

The following figures, taken from my reoords of 

students attending the College during the present session, will be 

of interest to you:-

No. of pre-Medioal and pre-Dental 
Students in the 1st Year, 30 

No. of B.A.,M.D. Students in the 1st Yr. 
(stated at registration), 3 

No. of pre-Soienoe Students in the 1st Yr., 53 
No. of pre-Medioa1 and pre-Denta1 Students 

in the 2nd Year, 46 
No. of B.A.,M.D. Students in the 2nd Year, 8 

1 R.V.C. 
No. of B.So.,M.D. Students in the 2nd Year, 14 

No. of B.A.,M.D. Students in the 3rd Year, 29 
4 R.V.C. 

No. of B.A.,D.D.S. Students in the 3rd Year, 1 

No. of B.So.,M.D. Students in the 3rd Year. 16 
205 

These 205 oases are all known cases and there will. doubtless, be 

other accessions to the professional Fac,ul ties during the next 

four years. The net result is that from a freshman class of, 



Sir Arthur Currie, 2. 

say, 400 students and a few creditable partial students, less than 

half will enter their final year for a B.A., B.Sc. or B.Com. 

degree, and in ordinary practice the number will naturally be much 

less than that. I must admit that the situation is distinctly 

disturbing. I am afraid that we shall never get McGill College 

on a first class footing so long as it is so freely turned into a 

repair shop for the professional schools in this way. As I have 

already stated repeatedly before the Faculty and Corporation, it 

costs the College as much to entertain one of these pre-professional 

students for a year as it does to entertain one of our own students 

for the whole period leading to a degree, and that for the simple 

reason that these students leave us in the later years when we have 

facilities to entertain them when the classes are broken up into 

smaller units. I cannot help thinking, too, that the overc~owding 

of classes in the first year must be seriously depressing the oppor

tunities offered to our own bona fide students proceeding to an 

Arts, Science or Commerce degree. The work done -in the early 

years, for example, in English, Mathematics, Latin, French etc., 

is so fundamental to the education of every student that unless 

this work is done thoroughly the chances of the students in more 

advanced years of study are seriously imperilled. In Latin and 

Mathematics, for example, a good student in the first and second 

years scarcely gets any assistance at all, as the instructor is 

compelled to repeat work already well known to any first class 

student; and in English Composition, too, it is humanly impossible 

to do anything appreciable with a class of 450 stUdents. Facility 

in English Composition can only be acquired by practice and the 
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careful attention and oriticism of the instructor. 

The claims of the community being what they are, 

however, it is a little difficult to suggest any remedy for this 

situation. So far as the pre-Science stUdents in the first year 

are affected we might be able to take care of them if we were per

mitted to segregate them in sections of their own under the in

struction of junior members on the Staff, but I doubt if this 

would be satisfactory as the Faculty naturally desires to allow 

these students the best that they have to offer in their Depart-

ments. I cannot help thinking, however, that these stUdents 

should be placed under the direction and supervision of the Science 

Faculty during their preparatory year. The members of the 

Science Faculty ought to know better than the members of the Arts 

Faculty just what these stUdents require in the way of preparatory 

training, and surely contact with their own College and with their 

own Professors should be an incentive of some value to students 

whose primary ambition is to pursue the study of the applied 

scienoes and engineering. 

It is also very difficult for us to know what to 

do with the large number of students ~o enter the second of the 

two pre-Medical years from other schools and colleges. These 

students enter with all sorts of certifioates, ranging from senior 

matriculation certificates given by the schools in the EngliBh-

speaking Provinces to graduates of other Universities. No two 

of these students are alike and, as a general rUle, the results of 

their year of work with us are not very satisfactory. I think, 

therefore, it is a little unfair for the Medioal School to expect 
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us to repair so many candidates for admission to Medicine. The 

Medical School has a very large number &f candidates from which to 

select the students permitted to enter the first year, and I do not 

think that this repair work which we are doing in this year improves 

the general standing of their first year student body very appre-

ciably • 

Kindly do not think that I am complaining in any 

way of the attitude of the Medical and Science Schools in this 

matter, as the situation is one which has come about in a very 

natural way and must be dealt with in the most satisfactory manner 

open to us. I should prefer, too, not to have the matter brought 

up tooacutely either in the Faculty or before Corporation, as it is 

much easier, I think. for us to solve these problems by friendly 

negotiation between the different Faculties interested. I should 

like some time to discuss this m tter with you a little more fully. 

Yours very sincerely. 

J,,- if ItL H~ ~ 
Dean V 


