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MEMORANDUM 
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TO 
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DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND FISHERIES-CANADA. 

METEOROLOGICAL SERV ICE, 
CENTRAL OFFICE, TORONTO. 

cGill Colle Ob r atory, ontre 1) ue. 
pril-.19t.h •.... l .2.1 .. ............. 191 

'10 th Dir cto , 
Ihe etetrolo 'C 1 Service of Cana 
Toron 0) Ont rIO. 

) 

oir:-

'rhe year' ork of this tatiol has b en uninterrupted 

and has been , in fo mer years, the carrying on of the ether 

nd tim ervic • ~he dem nds made by the City for info tion 

have not le sened and e are continually at a dieadvant ge in 

strivin o an I' inquirie of all sorts hich are usu 11y 1egiti-

m tee Our facilitiesJ equipment and etaff re inadequate to fu~ 

fil th t conce t in the public mind of a prop r1y upp1ied eteo-

rologic 1 or stronomic 1 observatory. or city of the import-

nce of ontre 1 the e ervices hou1d on more adequat c le. 

.e c nnot but continue to insi t t t both the Univer ity 

and the Government should ' !ave in mind the nee ssi ty of an 00 'erv tor. r 

in ontre 1, better loe ted, oetter equipped and a gre ter service 

to the public nd the University th n the pre nt cGill Col1 g 

b ervatory. 



DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND FISHERIES-CANADA. 

METEOROLOGICAL SERV ICE, 
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-2-
. ...................................... - .................................... 191 

The et orolo 1c 1 or done is th t prescribed by the 

et oro ogic 1 rvic. h'ch directly concerns the public t 

1 rge. Apart from yisitin8 student. ana the certain f c litie 

provided ome f of the by th Peteo 'ologic 1 quipment the 

Univer ity has little inter t in or advant ge from the eteorolo-

gical or. There re no eteorological cour es provided for in 

the curriculum. On th other hand the public addres a itself 

to the University as much as to the eteorological erTic for 

uch inforrnatio e re 1 ay re dy to imp rt. A an stron-

o~ic 1 ob ery tory p rt fro thQ time ervic and the f cilitie 
~ 

fo' iding the amall cl see in practlc 1 tronomy thereby provided 
J 

have no equipment or preten ions . 

lhe ite is entirely un uit bIe for atronomical ob ervation 

nd to 80 e t nt for t orolo lc 1 or. 

~he co-ope tion of the Government and University in pr viding 

new Obs rv tory on a other site, largely i en to eteorologic 1 

ork, nd ith atrono that might ve for in truction 1 

~urpose , if no more ~ight b xpected. ·cGill Uni ver i ty 

dependant on the public for fin nci 1 up ort , might , e think , 

acc pt this me ns of better rving it inter ts and tho e of it 

upporters. And the Gov rnm nt duty i to provide bett r 

eteorologic 1 et tion for ontre~l than the pres nt . 



DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND FISHERIES-CANADA. 

METEOROLOGICAL SERV ICE, 
CE XTRAL OFFICE, TOROXTO. 

. ............................................................... ......... 191 

In vie of our hesitation in a king for extensive 

sI teI"stion ld ddi tions to n antiqu ted institution on an 

unsuit ble it no corn 1 nts re made of immediate condition of the 

equi m rIt. 

or the su ort of the staff ha ever, the funds are contin-

ually deficient. 

Our estim tes for the staff. as at pr sent re:-

uperintendent ••.• 
I ime Clerk •••••••• 
ie ther It •••••••• 

Office Girl ••••.•• 

1000 
00 

600 
840 

nnually. 

.. 
" " 

Th sup ri Itend lit, fo . r anal reason ha found it i e to 

dd the ti e clerk to re1i v hi elf of routine chore that 

de nded th- surrender of 11 l'ber y. Th nece ity f having 

thi esiatarlce 1 y he h r th tim twill 

be approved i 8 yet uncert in. 

~he que tion of reei ence dres not ent r, S the ouperinten4 ~r 

engineer of the University no has the privile es of the reaidenc , 

n the rit r rents his u rter 1n the ouild1ng frum the Universi t y 

H ving in mind the purpose for hlch the residenc fo erly 

stood, the riter p lied for it, offering re son ble rental. but 

no action being taken on hi proposal for three months, he ithdre 

it nd dismia ed the subject. 



DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND FISHERIES-CANADA. 

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE. 
CENTRAL OFF ICE, TORONTO. 
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It Y s id t t hi1 ther ist in n n ob rv tory 

d art ent th UniverBi y ther xi t no d fin d poblicy ith it 

reg rd. 

lh fin ei 1 re ource on ieh th 0 r tor d pend r 

tho e gr nt an u plie fro th eteorologic 1 lJ rice r nd , 
su li fro t [niverait.. \ c r nts from th c1ty. th I'bor 

Commis ioners nd the ub cri the i e ign ls f '0 tn 

c. .• nd .T •• il Y n o e h If z • je l1er. 

~he r v nditur r h n 1 d throu'h th .ur rt 

offic r-mtir lYe 

ed nd for ar 

in nci 1 at t nt o be fo rd ill b re u t-

oon 11 hIe. 

o n par tUB dded in the y r. old riez 

thermograp' r 1 ced n one from te olo'c 1 erv1c 

n 11 min u lie t r tly prov1d d. 

The four • t 0 id rInd toe n ti trono 1e 1 • 
ere kept r gul ted nd have pert rmed tief ctorily. 

The result of 17 ti 

sub itted fe d ast. 

7i th time i 1s rith no co 

ttent10n to th 

xch nges 1th oronto ere 

h ve sup lied th R -1 ay 

p r t ly 

nd C1ty 

nt • ust ho v r g in dr w 

11. e h e tt nd d to th itch 

ev ry k y noon ithout f 11. r quently the b 11 1 not uP. or 

there i e ro current in the loop, nd e le rn th t t e tt nd t t th 
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Barbor does not regul rly rai e the ball exc pt in th n vig tion 

season. .e h v h d to rite the a cr tary of t e It.C.. ccepting 

s our reaD n ibility only the thro~ing of the s itch. ho ever 

continually report to the H rbor ffice or the .ir Chief th 1 ck of 

curr nt on the loop. Th • ime B IJ. i o e 0 ed t b quit 

inviSible to a 1 rge p rt of the hipping. 

I t' e course of the pres Tit month , the re-erection of everel 

pole nd rep 11" to the cable h re from the ount .oy 1 10 er here 

the n nometer is xpoBed ~ r ttend d to at our r que t by th college 

1 borer • he ccount of thl e ha.ve asked for , d exp ct to h ve 

it render d to th teoro ogical uervice. 

1he C 1 nd r recorder of differenc s of te per ture bet een .. 
the ountain and c~~ u is eing k pt in oper tion. e find . the 

record not • n ble to n ly i n hav fail d to y y t m tic 

conclusion .from them. Th err t'c r Bult confi m our b li f !.oh t th 

compensation is not perfect, nor the exposure on the hill uit ble. 

e do n t allo~ the local doption of Daylight avin Tim to 

ffect our t ing of rec~rds. It caus inc nven1 nc~ ith the t ff 

in the taking of observation nd ending of i e ho ev r • 

~hat d1 cus ion nd conference et een th e d of th 

eteorologic 1 rvice nd the rincipal and Go ernor pf the Univ rsity 
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· [cOILL lL TIYI<.H.~ITY 

:\10. TB. EAL. 

May 2?th, 1921. 

f>ir Arthur VI.Currie. 
Principal of icGill University. 
M 0 r l' REA L. 

Sir:-

I beg that you will kindly relieve me of the 

supervision of the McGill College Observatory. 

Communication of this request tl) Sir li'rederic 

Stupart, Director of the lleteorological Service, will you 

kindly have in mind. 

I find it necessary to prpserve my health, 

professional reputation and self-respect, none of which 

are secure if I continue accepting the responsibilities 

of this position under the handicaps of inadequate 

assistance and lack of appreciatil)n. 

I beg to acknowledge the pleasure I have had 

in the past few years in receiving daily many expressions 

Qf thanks from the citi2ens of Montreal for services we 

have been able to render. 

Y~ure respectfully, 

.HI/VG 



amen eir, .18 • 

P r1nt n ant oG·ll Obee v tory. 
·c~111 U iv r~ltyo 

e r lr:-

ranee to 0 r con erea ion 

y u""'s 

end to th 
o 1 on 
u. proprlc.tlons, 

e .r, b re .. 

lea.s 
ire your re 1 -
1 e. ory to b 
or.s .. 

i fully, 

rep 1. 





Os ERVA.TORY. 

::\1cG 1 LL L'NIVERSITY 

::\10. "TREAt.. 

ciir .tI.rthur {. CurIie,K.C •.• G., ~ L ... D., 
Princ:pal,Lc..,.ill "niversity, 

L1ontrea:, ue. 

uir, 

October 10, 1922 

s ~uperintendent of th~ Observatory, \e have requested 
th~ use of three of the twelve rooms in the Observatory res­
idence. ',"/ill ,;0 tl. be good enough to :n:iorm us v,hy V: e do not get 
these. 

. 
To assist you to cler.r av,ay the misrepresentations of 

the secretary and his protege, the Superintendent Engineer 

j ~to has confiGcated eleven rooms of this building ~,ithout 
r";p'bt rent or reason, ~e beg to '"'lake clear that all reports 

'J.lanG rrinu es 0 the lIniven::ity sho\\> this res'dence was :ntenced 
~for the ObEervatory ~uperintendent. Observatory funds are 
3 being used even yet to pay :or j~e f;rst c~st. Our rental 

cteques ana receipts sho payments made ;or rental of observer's 
house. It has al.ays Lee~ occupied in whole or lutelJ in part 
by the Juperintenaent of th~ Observatory • 

. e have "';ir 7rn. :>awson' s sta teT"lent that "':'h(; Observa tor~T 
residence v,as built to aid the uper:ntendent in his \"iork." 
7e r£call the late uir ~rn. Peterson's advice to us to occupy 
Voha t part 0 fit v:e needed as tl e i.,ni vers i ty wished to make uS 
comfortable in our \,ork. ,e have the requirements of the 

~
iVil ~erv:ce Co~~ission that in first class meteorological 

Lt stations the Man in charge is to reside ~here the instruments 
re exposed. ',e have the ac.vice of uir .lrederic Stupart, 

Director of the teteorolof ieal ~ervice of Canada, that lone 
experience has proven amply the necessity of ~his. This is 
not interference on his part, for the 'service he directs pays 
for t~e Maintenance of this Observatory ~o~e than the University 
does. . , 

TIe have the opinion of Dr. Klotz, Director of the DOT-inion 
Observatory, ottawa, who has collaborated lith the late Prof. 
~cLeod in this Observatory and has written an historical account 
of it, that to allo~ anyone elEe than the Juper..;ntendent to 
occupy the residence iE '!lost ex'U 'J:cinary and absurd, anr cer­
tutr.ly not in keeping wit~ the SI : ~ ~ 0 a ~n1versi y. ",e have 
our o~n convictions as Superinto~ eLt of this Observatory that 
we cannot and ~il: not superv'se it fro~ a listac.ce. 



OBSERVATORY 

McG Il .L UNIVE,RSITY 

MO. 'TREAL. 

No. 2. Sir Arthur";. Curr1e,K.C.M.G., L L.D. 10/10/22. 

'.e charge the .:>upt. Engineer Vllith indifference arlOunting 
to inco~petence in al101ing our office to be run at temperatures 
averaging about 500 in the viinter. .e charge that excessive 
fu~ar.d tower ~hatees are accumulated against us. le charge 

I thatttr.awrencers clai'Ils ·tha..:L.~eats t~E; Observatory are 
t'incorreet. ,e eharre that our rentals are not properly credited 

/fto the_Obscrvatoril fu.nds. .e charge fioldlnL up of our comMuni­
cations in he effice, delays in Ohr re uisit'ons, and in eeneral 

<6 an intolerable in er erence Vii hin he . . . .L Observatory 
matterS. 

le have at the present moment so~e grounds for action for 

~
daMageS agai nst the Uni versi ty if it 1 mger alloVls Mr. Lav.renee 
to succeed in making uncomfortable and unsuitable the quarters 1 occupied by !.1rs. Weir and myself in the residence for v.hich VIle 

/' pay rental. 

The University paid a deficit last fiscal year of $1,O~J. 
fOr its share of the Observatory. No department can show that 
its receipts were three-fourths of the cost of maintaining it. 

,No Observatory ever v/aS self-supporting. .e require what obser­
vatory facilities we have as a minimum for our University courses 

, in practi.cal astronomy. 7e must have it for the time service 
ratine chrono~eters, basis for o~r lor.eitude v~~k, facilities for i 
teachfne deficlent students on the campus and for the cor.tracts 
the University-lias t~ supply tine to the Q·ty, to jewellers and 
to the railroads. ~c received $2600. for doing half the v.ork of 1 

7 the Surveying"'Depart'l1ent", OU.r co league receives ~3~,bOO. for th~ 
• other half. ~ receive Cl,OOO. for being custodian of all the 

astronomical equip~ent at McGill, c ncerning v.hich the calendar ~ 
may be consulted. The fou.r weeks work we do in Septe~ber ( 
is large ly observator~ work conducted on "lestrnount but requ' r-il ~1 
observator~ f~cil'ti~s as a base. Our lectures in practical 
astrono~J ~beodesy reqUire the Materials we have fro~ the Observ 
atory. " 

t'\ 
\ 

Astronomy othen,ise at McGtll is dis~cefull;Y' deficient. ~ '.{ 
Let the Un:versity see to it that a. ~. r. 011ege Observatol J 
project under Suitable guidance takes ~t.nd grows. ~here 
are qualified men in the University, vV JiL~Ct. In the ~eantime 
our equip~ent ior practical astronomy for elie:neers is the envy 
of other colleges in America and reC]rires Observatory facilities. 
The $1,000. deficit is nothing compared with our needs to keep 
this course properly equipped. 



McGll.L UNIVERSITY 

,,\10. 'TREAL 

OSSERY ATORY • 

.1.:0. 3. ir Arthur' Currie,K.O.H.G., L L.:i). 10/1')/22. 
/ 

In the name of I:-cGi11 we use our professional knov ledge a 
Ithousand times a year in satisfying inquiries that come to us' 
~n the absence of a University Observatory. . 

.e cannot put a ~ember of the staff in our room to supe 
vise. Our weather observer at $50.~0 ~onth1y goes ~hen a 
posit:~n offers. 7e hav8 coached five in four years practical 
doiLg their routine Jork for Months in each case. Our lateEt 
has just departed and we again do this chore. Our ti~e clerk 
at 050.00 monthly does his duties at such times as he can 
~orning and evening. He lives at ho~e. He depends on rr.Law 
for three times this amcunt of salary. The ecretary had t~e 
:~sincerity to oppose our estimates for this :te~ on the grounds 
that no advances for staff .ere permissible. Did he oppose lr. 
l.av,rence I s securin€: him at $150. a month immediately after? 

o place him in charge wou:d be to surrender he last control 
of the Observatory to the e t~o officials who suppress us. 

If it is of paramount importance for .~. La~rence to live 
on the callpus, there is the house occupied by his foreman, ~r. 
Gra don. 

As winter is cu~in£, v,e trust you will in he ~eantime 
instruct .Jr. LaYl'rence to vacate tv: 0 rooms of his eleven, to 
enlarge the 19 inch slit by wh:ch le enter our rooms, to enclose 
an 0 en gallery. to attend to urfent req~isit:ons he is ignoring • 
• e are paying rental where these are needed. Cur furniture is 
awaiting entry through a normal door. ~e trust you to instruct 
him to heat our offices. If these things cannot be done, ,e 
shall have to resign froll the Observatory or, if loyalty to 

1MB. IJater allows it. advertise thiS situatiJn and seek legal 
recourse. 

Yours respectfully. 

f~~ 
t/ 
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'7?'. ~~ ~~ 



OBSERYATORY. 

:\1cGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

Sir A r 4 rl1.l r C J.!'">' i e ';. r. r. ~ ., L1. _. 
F 1 ... 21'" ~ .lal , 
~:::';ill TJniv lr3itf , 

y 0 ~'.1 R -:;' J. I. 

'1)ear Sir: -

1 ~->c:ret t') have r.') r ~nl:' t ,..,y 

t:')m1l .. mi~ati()rj o!' thE' 1st inst. re rocl"'l fr; ... ""Y fa'[;'lly 

J ")r.ge'" tenabl~ I havF t.) ; "1f'')rrn tl1:'it 1 ir.tend 'l;.l-}j s 

ev-ning t') sig~ a yJ3rly lE'ase f')r a~ Uu remont 

aoartmer t , • 

If.> 

I! tl-}is ~ contrarJ to a~y plan oeirg 

oft he Cl 3.jr • 

YOVrq r~spectfJlly , 



James Neir, Esq., B.~c.t 
The Obser-.atory, 
MoGill U~iver8ity. 

Dear Mr. Neir:-

ovember 
Thirteenth 

1922. 

I frankly apologize for not giving 
before this fo~l acknowledgment to your letter 
of Wovamber 1st, but the matter of arranging satis­
faotorily the aooommodation provided by Observatory 
House has given me great oonoern. a~d I see nO other 
solutio~ for it than what I proposed to you at the 
time of our meati~g the other day. 

The acoommodatio~ oooupied by 70u at 
present is not satisfaotory to you a~d if I take away 
from Mr. Lawrence a~y of his aooommodation it make. 
the house as a plaoe of reside~oe unsatisfaotory to 
him. I told you that I would ask Mr. Lawre~oe to 
vacate the house on May 1st next and plaoe it all at 
your disposal. This is unsatisfaotory to you, a~4 so, 
greatly to my regret,I shall have to arrange to allow 
you to resign your duties 8e Observatory Superintendent. 

I am writing you this ?'lOW, beoauae. # 

apparently. the mat~er of a lease of a~ apartment bJ 
you is involved. I have not time to disous. ObserTstor7 
matters with you to-day, but I would like you to 00 •• 
in and see me about them o~ Wednesday mo~ing next 
at a time agreeab.e to yoursel~. 

Yours faithfully. 



OBSERVATORY. 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

Sir Arthur CUl'rie S.C. :.G., L 1 .• 
Prircipal, 
l'cGill Univ-=rsit:r , 
H I) 1'- T :l "'";; A ; .... 

Dear' Sir: .. 

I beg to ackrlo''11~dge your lett"' ... f)f tb' 12'tl-- inst. 

and fir.1 it J ~rank and satisfact")ry reply t') J'l'V ;::'')pesals eve" the 

Observatory residence. 

I must explain that ~y unco~pr)rnlslng attitud~ in t~is 

matter i~ due to a conviction I hav~ hdld t~at very drastic chan~es 

ir a whole J"ries of Observat0rJ ~RttArs w0uld be l'c;uir=d 3~1 t~at 

to [tart wit~ divi~e~ 3~t~ority and .. :bblir~ Jver privl1~3e~ would 

0' to delay eac~ of these SUCC~JSi0n as t~ey ar')se. 

~bke8 it ~asier to desist f~o~ ~ny such er.ter~r 33 and I t~erdfJI'e 

accept glaaly YOJr i~ti~ation t~at I ~~~ resign. 

i ~tol')~i2'e fo:::' ar;~ as;"';.'!'ity shown in t.he rec"!nt 

&r?~ments a VJI' t~e privileges of the resi~~nc~ Rnd thank y0 11 for 

Yours respectfull; , 

.TV./ ~"G • 









.. 
• 

~ B n iIto Eo., 
515 ietori k enuG, 
estmonnt, u. 

Dear r. H ml1ton:-

J n ry th, 1928. 

Let me 0 no ledee reo Ipt 
thiw crnlng of your letter 0 J nuery 5t 

! oulto gr 0 Ith 11 yo 
say. The roof 0 the Englnocr1ne Building Is by 
no me ns ~ ,raper place tor the ttln~ up of 

Ind r cord1n~ in trumen nd 0 ~uat k bott r 
provision t an th t. n you DO t r ehtly pOint 
ou t the es tnbllshI!lent of' t ion t St. I .. bert 

uk mor than er. cos ry the rea y av lIa­
bility oX 1 formation reeardln the sth r. 
mh t out there hould be in a positIon to 
t 1 P 0 0 to u for th ir ln~ormat1on nd not to 
BO fa d10tent .th r ctatlon. I h 11 :>lv 
attention to the matter and seo hat c~n be done. 

Ith 11 00 1 h s, 1 r.l. 

Yours faithfully. 

Principal 



CORRESPONDENCE TO BE ADDRESSED TO THE . . 
DIRECTOR OF THE 

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE 

TORONTO,ONT. 

Dear Sir: 

DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND FISHERIES 

CANADA 

METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE 
315 BLOOR STREET, WEST 

IN YOUR REPL.Y PL.EASE QUOTE 

THIS FIL.E NO. 

TORONTO (5) ......... ~.?y.~~?~:r: ... ~.~.~.~ ................ 19.?? .. 

I regret having to report that we have very great 

difficulty in getting the Montreal weather signals on time. 

r have repeatedly written to the observer pOinting out that the 

messages were not being received on time. This morning they did 

not come until 10 a.m. whereas they should have been in at 8.05 a.m. 

at the latest. MOntreal is one of our most important Meteoro-

logical stations and occupying the position it does,it looks ex­

ceeding~ bad to send out in our reports the words "missing" after 

Montreal. 
I shall be obliged if you could take the matter up 

with Mr.Kelly and impress on him the importance of having our weather 

messages sent on time. 

Yours very truly, 

The Principal. 
McGill Vniversity. 

Montreal. 

/h(~ 
( f.;atterson) 

Director. 



Professor A. J. Kelly, 
A st. Prot. of Surv ying, 
Th 0 serva ory. 

Dear Professor Kelly:-

November 12th, 1929. 

I am attaching here ith a letter 
r celved from th Director of eteorological Service, 
Toronto, in hleh he oomplains of the Breat diffioulty 
his ofi'i,ce experiences in getting th 'ontreal weather 
sign 1 on ti e. 

rrhere "is no pos 1bl xcus t"or this 
1 ck ot attentIon to d tail and I hope that you will 
take such steps as 111 ensure that no complaint c n be 
made in the tuture. There is, a parently. a c relessness 
somewhere which must be terminated t once. 

Please return r. Patterson's 1 tter 
with nny comments you haTe to m ke. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 



MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

NOVeIJlber 16th. 1929. 

The Principal and Vic -Chancellor, 
McGill University, 

Montreal. 

Dear Mr. Principal:-

I am returnin~ Mr. Patterson's 
letter, after having duly noted his complaints as t 
difficulty in getting Montreal Weather Signals on 
time. 

These signals are telephoned t 
the Canadian National Telegraph Office at as nearly 
8 A.M. and 8 P.M. as possible. As ther must be a 1 ss 
of time bet een the hour at which they are received at 
the Telegraph Office and the hour at which they are 
transmitted by key to T ronte, I have issued instruct­
ions that in future, these be telephoned in not later 
than 7.40 A.M. and 7.40 P.M. 

Yours obediently, 
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CANAOA 

DEPARTMENT OF MARINE 

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE OF CANADA 

TORONTO 5, ONT. 

July l7th.193l. 

Dear Sir: 

I sent to Professor Kelly,who is in charge of licGill 

Observatory, telephone accounts for the Bell ~elephone over a period 

of some years tor certification, but they have not been returned. I 

have already written him twice asking for the accounts 1n be returned 

but there has been no answer so far. 

I am sorry to trouble you in this matter,but the Department 

has written to me for them and I am anxious to get the accounts settled 

as they are long overdue. I do not lmow whether Professor Kelly is at 

KcGill at present, but in any case the observer who is look1~ ~fter the 

Observatory should be able to certify to the accounts. ~he accounts 

have not been paid and as the servioe has been rendered it is only 

neoessary to initial the accounts and return them to this ofrice. I 

should be much obliged if you W01l.ld see the. t P1"OtesBO r Kelly or his 

assistant returns these acoounts as they do not seem to lilY any attention 

to my requests. 

The Principal. 
MCGill University. 
Montreal. 

TO Ur.Gla •• co e please 8ee that 
on hi. return next week. 

Yours truly, 

r~~;:: 

(J .Patterson) 
Director. 

Kelly attends to this Imme41ately 

~ 



r • X 11 , 
er • P. • 

D r Prof r . 1. 

July 18 19S1. 

Yo t 1 hf 11y 

P 1 all. 



J. P ttor on, sq., D1r ctor, 
t 1061c 5 r lc of Cd, 

Toronto, 5. Ontario. 

D r _. P tter n. 

P i cl a1 

July 18 19J1. 

Your file 9,813. 



PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR: 

SIR ARTHUR W. CURRIE, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

Professor A. Kelly. 
Barkmere. P. ~. 

Dear Protessor Kelly. 

FROM 

THE PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR, 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY, 

MONTREAL. 

July 18. 1931. 

I am attachIng herewith copy ot letter received 
by me this morning. Thi. letter oauses me much disappoint­
ment and annoyance. We must b. regarded by the Department 
ot Marine as aver" unbusineasllke institut10n it we oan­
not p~ suttloient attention to the matter ot aocounts to 
oertity them as they are presented. To let a matter 
ot this klnd go tor years without aotion and to negleot 
to answer otfloial oorrespondenoe is very wrong indeed, and 
I do not want it to oocur agaln. You torce me to write 
to Mr. Patterson and otfer an apology tor the neglect. and 
I do not like to be placed in this position. 

Yours taithtully. 

fc~~v ------Principal. 



DEPARTMENT OF MARINE 

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE OF CANADA 

!oron~ 5. 
July 17.1931. 

Dear Sir, 

I sent to Proteasor Kelly, who is in charge ot McGill 

Obaervatory, tel phone aooounts for the Bell Telephone over a 

period ot some yeara for ce*titioation, but they have not been 

returned, I have already rltten him twice aaking tor the acoounts 

to be returned but there has been no anawer 10 tar. 

I am sorry to trouble you in thl1 matter, but the Depart­

ment ha. written to me for them and I am anxious to get the account • 

• ettled aa they are long overdue. I do not know whether Profe.sor 

Kelly i. at KcGI11 t pre.ent, but in a~ oase the observer who i. 

looking after the Oblervatory ahould be able to certify to the ac-

counts. The aooounts have not been paid and as the service has been 

rendered 1t i. only necessary to initlal the acoount. and return 

them to thil oftioe. I should be much obliged 1t you would aee 

that Profea.er Kelly or hia a •• latant returns these accounts, aa 

they do not .eem to pay a~ attention to ~ requests. 

!he Princ1pal 
McGill Univerlity 

Montreal 

Your. t~ly, 

J. Patter.on 

DirectOr 



J. Patt r on, Esq., 
Direotor, t or 10gioa1 Servioo 0 en. 
D p rtm nt of rine, ~oronto. Ont riOt 

D r S1r, 

uJ. 24, 1931. 

On July 17th you rot to me oomp1aining about th 
4il torine of Prof or 111' ith referenoe to t 1 phon 
ooounts. I aokno'l ed tho 1 ttor 1 d1 t 17, dIp-

logi ed tor Professor K 111" ctlon. I tt ohlng to thl 
lotter a copy of let er I roto to Professor Kel1y on July. 18th 
in hlch I h rply rebul"ed hi, ayi th t th d la7 s bound 
to ake pp ar a nbu ine sllk in tltution. 
Prot Bor K 111' h s no rotur d. nd 1 tod ending th c-
oounts, prop r17 c rtifl ,b t ho h boen to eo me nd has 
explain d th tter. In f lrn to hi nd to cGI1I Unl-

ratty, I at obser th t the unbuslne sllk attitude dld 
not occur in th Depart ent t cGlll but in your 0 n Depart nt 

t Toronto. 

I observe t at your cc unt goes back to 1926 and 
that apparontly the only monthly ccount not paid for in that 
year aa Juno. Then in 1927 I otlce that all onth17 bIlls er 
p id except July nd AuBU t. hy Septe bar' account sho Id b 
P Id and not July nd Au t, I on't kno 0 In 1928 lotio 
th tall mont 11' ccount h 0 n id %cept April, Sept 
nd Ootobor. nd that in 1929 thr e onthly ac ounts only r 

p Id, nd in 1930 11 onthly ccount er paid excopt Febr rye 
Prote sor folly assur e th t the onthly ccount ere regu-
1 rly fo arded to your oftlc nd h Iso dra 8 ttention to 
oorre pondence hlch eoos b c to 1923 in hich the Tal phon 
Oomp ny co plain about the uner in hlch the e aao r 
handled for p ymont. got your 1 tter of co pi lnt 
1 tho ght Prafe sor K 111' t fo rd n the ccount to 
you for p ent, but uc, find, 1 he 0 Oe You n 
re 411y und rat nd th t if i 0 rtlfy to n ooount 
th t eo B b ok to 1926 h t tBk to erify the 
figures b fore certifyin to it corroatne D. I ha ,thor-
tore, bsolved Prof Bar Kelly for all b1 ,for it lie 
la h re. 

Yours f lthfully. 

Prlnclp 1 
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CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF MARINE 

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE OF CANADA 

TORONTO 5, ONT. 

July 28, 1931. 

Dear Sir; 

I thank you fo r your letter of the 24th inst, 

enclosing the oertified accounts of the Bell Telephone Company 

for some years past. 

The aocounts that were sent to Professor Kelly were 

not the originals, as they were never received in this office, nor 

did the Bell Telephone Company send us any statement of arrears 

until a few months ago. We had then to look up all the baok records 

to find out what accoun ts were missing, and the n a sk them to send in 

fresh accounts for these months. When the accounts are received here, 

they are certified to for payment and sent to the Department at 

Ottawa, where the cheques are issued, and it is impossible now to 

know who was at fault in regard to these arrears, but we feel very 

confident that the accounts were not reoeived in our office, other­

wise, they would have been passed on far payment. 

The reason I wrote to you was because I sent the 

accounts to Professor Kelly for certification on May 26th last, and 

then sent reminders on June 23rd and July 3rd, but no reply was rec­

eived to any of my letters. It may be that Professor Kelly was 



~ 
CoNTINUED 

METEOROLOGICAL OFFICE -2-

absent, but at least his Assistant who was looking after the 

Observatory should have acknowledged my reminders and let me know 

the reason for the delay. It was because of this that I felt 

there was not much use in writing further to the Observatory. I 

have just now received a letter fram Professor Kelly stating that 

he did not receive my letter of the 23rd of June, and when he 

received my letter of July 3rd, he found it necessary to we! t 

until he returned to the City. I am glad however, that the matter 

has now been satisfactorily settled, and I trust that in future 

these unnecessary delays will not occur. 

Yours 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G. K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGi11 University, 
Montreal, P.Q. 



p ~ o.n .(: m -A R Q U ~ TH 3150 (tl BL'( +lDDR.(\\: BIL41ncO 

-Fln-€ W-ATC+H5 +In{ D~)k (LOCKS 
J{W-{L.fR 

DOminiOn 5QU-AR-( BUILDinG 

The Principal, 
llfcGill University, 
Montreal, 
Que. 

Dear Sirs: 

monTR-t:-AL 
c+\n-AD-A 

March 16, 1932. 

I regret to say that after having time service from 
your observatory for a period of five (5) years for vThich a 
fee of ~venty dollars ($20.00) has been paid annually, I 
have just been treated very impolitely at 2.20 o'clock by the 
employee that answers the telephone under the following 
c ircumstanc es: 

I called three times Ma. 2797 and got the busy test. but 
the forth. fifth and sixth time the telephone rang about ten 
times but got no answer after calling again a gentleman anffiNered 
and I explained the facts to him that I mentioned above but he 
got very nasty and said." If you don't like the serv ic e you don't 
have to take it." So you can take note that after having been 
treated that way I shall not reQuire your service any more if 
your employees cannot have any better manners than that. 

Yours truly. 

(]J~ 



r r. Dil , 
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