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Profes or Percy E •• Tobbs. .ll •• 

aculty of A 11 ~ ~cience? 
~cGill University. 

Dear Sir, 

ebruar,y 23, 1921. 

I have been inztructe to aak you to sub it 
to mo a efinite statemont 0 the amount, if any, 
TIhich cOili University 0 es you or the firm ooP l!obbs 
& Hy1e for services ren~cre~ to ~atc. The Boar~ of 
Governors of the University ~eem it iae to ascertain 
just how they stcn uith you an~ ith your firm . 

. 111 ;TOU also state clearly hat is YOu.r 
approciction of What you call nvestc~ intorest 1 in 

the future buil~in~ nro~ra e of cGill University? 

Yours faithfUlly. 

Principal. 
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Sir Arthur Currie, 
Prinoipal 
I~Gill University, 
IJontreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

ARCHITECTS 

'4 I-' L _ ~ SQUARE 

MON ,..'-Al 

April 27, 1921. 

'IThen in ottawa the ot her day, I saw 
something of .~. Adams, the Housing and Town Plan­
ning man, and also of TIr. Robertson (onoe of Ste. 
Anne's) one of the Committee on Conservation. 

It appears that the Committee on Con­
servation has been, or is about to be, abolished, and 
very little will be left of its maohinery unless some­
thing is done. As to the Housing and Town Pl~nning 
branoh, as far as I oan gather it will either be 
dropped (a penny wise pound foolish eoonomy of $15,000 
a year), or it will be made an adjunot of the Health 
Department. 

Now, nothing more idiotio was ever done 
than to put the British Housing Problem under Dootor 
Addison, and I oannot suppose that following this pre­
oedent at ottawa would lead to better results. I take 
the view that the Offioe of the Housing and Town Plan­
ning Adviser on the abolishing of the Committee on 
Conservation, should be transferred to the nepartment 
of the Interior, as a new branoh, to be in a position 
to adVlse any Government Department with regard to 
Town Planning and Landscape Architeoture, and also 
continue to be available for advisory work to Prov­
incial Governments. 

Knowing the interest you take in the 
Town Planning movement, and the authority whioh your 
opinion w0uld have with 1.Ir. Heighen, in case you concur 
in my Views, I would suggest the propriety of your oom­
munioating with the Premier. I Em sure that Ur. Beatty's 
opinion on this matter would oarry great weight with 
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.Jr. !. eighen, and I think it is likely that he would 
take the view above expressed. Perhaps you would 
care to sound him on the matter. 

Yours faithfully, 

fE 
PEN/6 
Enc. 



ccordi to th Can dian uniei 1 Jo rnal, 

the fed ral Co iasion of Co rv tion of C 1 

thr atan d ith xtinction by ping " oonomy" oa -

pai of tho ov rnm nt. a tter 0 f at t th 00 t 

of thi co is ion to th xc di ly s all; 

by far th gr at r part of 1 ork durj t Iv y are 0 

aotivity a voluntarily p rform d y t nt of th dominion's 

for mo t 01 ntists a buei bolition 0 

co i ion oul p g Y th to plunn1 ar nt 

hich und co on 0 ost us bl 

organs of th tat' otivity for th pu 110 Ifar and 

orld pion r in th r otic 1 applio t~o od rn 

id on oity and int r-city planning. oth r d p rt nt of 

the co mis ion, lik i ,hav contribut a not littl to 

th b t conomio int r t of th P opl of C da.; d ny 

oitiz b I that th ir inistr ti 00 t i h v ry 

lightly in the balanae a inst the v lu of natural r souro s 

saved by thoir ork. 

pril 9, 1921. p. 62. 



yo 1 

•• 
r , 

c a1 t of 



Januar7 
'".nt7-thlr4 

1923. 

Dear r. Bobba._ 

I thaRk you Y~r7 muoh ~or your letter O~ Janu&J"7 22n4 •. 

I appr.olate .... hlShl7 the 
tro.bl. you ha.e take. '0 Si .... ao •• 14e& ot 
the relatl •• bet"..a fl.or area aa4 oubl0 

I Goat.ata. 

P. ~. "'b., •• q., 
14 Phl111p. 8q~a ... 
8oatreal. 

Pr 111.0 lpal. 

• 



January 22, 1923. 

Sir Arthur W. Ourrie,G.O.M.G.,K.O.B., 
Prinoipal, 
MoGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

You will reoolleot asking me the 
other day what one had to add to the effeotive 
floor area or oubio oontents of given require­
ments for a building in order to know the total 
size and oost. 

I have arranged the analysis of 
several of our jobs in such a way as to show the 
relation of effective contents to total oontents 
and the proportion that goes into the Walls, the 
Oorridors eto., and the Heating arrangements, and 
I append a oOPY for your private information. 

The jobs in question varied in 
oost from 166 a foot to 550, - the Engineering 
Laboratories at Edmonton being the oheapest, 
and the Medioal Building there the most oostly 
in the series. 

PEN/O 
1 Eno. 

I am, 
Yours very truly, 



ANALYSIS OF TEN EDUCATIONAL BUILDINGS 
BY _OBBS Bc HYDE, ARCHITECTS. 22/1/23. 

, . 
------------------------------------------------------~-------------.---~.---------~----~----------~--~~~-TOTAL 

OONT. 
EFFJroTIVE 
CONTENTS BUILDING PLdOE 

PASSAGES 
% STAIRS, % ENGINEER- ' WALLS, 

Bec.OONT. ING aOCOM. ~ FLOORS, O. B'. C. F. 
O. :r. . . O.B'~ _,.. mOTS, IN 0.1'. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------~----------------------------- ~ ~ -
Strathearn 
School 

Bancroft 
School 

Peace Oen-

Montreal 870,000 421,000 48.3 132,000 15.2 40.000 4~ 

" 1,264,000 610,000 48.1 171,000 13.6 69,000 5.5 

tennia1 School 1,440,000 698,000 48.5 204.000 14.2 73,000 5.0 

Arts Building 
Univ.ot Alberta Edmont-

on 1,290,000 600,000 46.5 226,000 17.5 50,000 3.8 

dioal Bldg. t Edmon-
niv.ot A1ta. ton 1,690,000 900,000 53.0 199,000 11.7 25,000 1.5 

Laboratory 
( 8igle) 

Laboratory 
( Double) 

WORKMAN 
Building 

1,120,000 706,000 63.0 70,000 6.2 10,000 ' .9 
Montreal 

Montreal. 804,000 _444,000 2.5 

"Edmonton 195.000 152,500 78.5 11,800 6.1 P.R. 

" 216,000 171,500 79.2 8,900 4.1 P.R. 

Montreal I 650,000 

~ 
435,000 66.9 I 37,000 5.7 10,000 1.6 I 

277,000 

414,000 

465,000 

414,000 

566,000 

334,000 

248,000 

30,700 

168.000 

31.9 

32.8 

33.8 

31.0 

15.4 
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March 24, 1923. 

Sir Arthur W. Currie,G.C.M.G.,K.C.B., 
Principal, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

I enclose MS for a short article 
on Sir William Maodonald, for the publication 
of which the time seems to me propitious. 

However, this is a matter in 
which I would defer to your judgment, if you 
care to express a view. 

Yours very truly, 

~ 
~ 



SIR WILLI 1 CDOIiALD. 

SO.m RY'1!INISCENCES - BY P. E. OBBS. 

- ::: -

A bust of the late Sir illiam 11!'aodonald was recently 

installed in the Engineering Building at roGill, and the tale 

of his benef ctions was duly raoit d. This event stimulated 

an account, by - .:._ ... _. __ •• ~tll •• "'*.-.-~-· Toronto weekly. of the 

great business whioh ~aodonald founded , nd so this grand 

old man t nds to pass into the history of our time, summed 

up a little too muoh in te s ~f finanoial prosperity and 

rnateri~l benefations. Of his spiritual attributes e=? 1~ 
~ not quite enough was said. EeThans this w s beoause 

of th legend of a hard grain in the texture of the man, 

whioh was generally current these twenty ears past - a 

legend stinmls-ted by somewhat nega.tive evidenoes:- he did 

not entertain; he lived frugally and aloof, with a oer­

tain dignity, it is true, but no adVertisement of wealth; 

he took no visible part in politics; he outraged no con-
his 

ventions; he had but little affinity with~relativ s; he 

laid no special olaim to culture, nor to learning. But he 

was wise, very wise, and what he did for eduoation, no 1es 

than what he did for his business, bears fruit an hundr d ... 

fold unto this day. at is not so generally realized, as 

it might be , is that he was Iso a very kind, a very en­

thusi at10, a very punctilious, and a very modest old 

gentleman; in a word, that he had warm blood in his veins. 

T.h students of from thirty to t n y ars ago 
, \ 

probably nev r realized that behind a door in Prince of 

Wales Terr oe there lived their best friend - a man whose 

a.ffeotion for them lnight have been more demonstra'tiv·e 

but for a gentle shyness and delioacy of disposition 

wholly oharming. The motive that imp lIed his many wise 

endowments w s not, I think, direotly felt as the good of 

the state, the adv~c ement o~ learning, and emphatically 

not as the fame on the donor. ,vhile he did no thing without 

that e~e to the good of Canada as a whole. whiCh in these 
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deoades of aooelerating expansion infeoted the great men who 

had the making of our orld, with a fervid emotion. the direot 

sttmuluE was Sir uilliamls simplo and sympathetic affeotion 

strongly felt for all young Den entering the Battle of Life 

with serinus intent. 

y first introduot1on s a formal oall, in virtue 

of my apPointment to one of the Ohairs he had founded, 

call he T turned with old orld courtesy at Dep rt ant 

in the first Engineering Buildi • Shortly afterwards, on 

another visit, he remarked on a cast from a headless Egyptian 

flo~ret vr1 th a tablet upon his kn es wher on e tr oed th 

plan of a te pIe. On y explaining that thi was n Egyptian 

official arohiteot, he sighed: "What, another arohiteot without 

a head~n S rks £le , but honours, I think, er easy. 

Shortly after rds the Princinal informod me that Sir 

William was coming to see me reg rding the des~gn of the Union, 

the site for whioh was being qUietly purchased. nen he came, 

his announo mant was char ateristio: Lord Strathcona and his 

friends re utting up a bUildine"(the Strathcoha Hall) for 

the Ohristian young men of ~cGi11. I t a building for all 

the young en of ioGill.R s a client he proved di£fioult, 

and this in n unusual ay. The Committe (oonsisting of 

the late r. E. B. Greenshields, the late Professor UoLeod, 

r. Fleet - the late r. Falooner taking • Fleet's plaoe 

later - and Dr. dami) we!"e struggling, s all Building Oom­

mittees do and mast, to out the 00 t aooording to the cloth, 

and Sir William manifested his interest by consulting direotly 

with m regarding oostly posBiblo improvemont in the sohem 

for which he ould give his word of approval. I did not kno 

%K±R then, o~ oourse, as I wae to le rn later, that an arohi-

teat's oertificate ag inst him wae ae good s bullion through­

out the building trades, nd that he paid suoh things as 

building aooounts in oash. 

I reoollect p rtioularly one Sunday afternoon at 

inoe of Wales Terrae , when a oh nge from briok to stone 

throughout. nd n addition of ~ive f et to the height of 

the building had been thoroughly oonsidered and deoided Ba 



on its merits in about ten min~tes f time, nd it then 
Sir WilHa.m 

came on to rain hard. SS"8 pla gentleman insisted on hunting 

for some stout paper and string for the protection of the 

dra~ngs. I opened my eyes in some astonishment at this 

quaint old Dan who added twenty per cent to the oost of a 

building and made up rolls of old string with scrupulous 

oare. This he noted, no doubt, for on handing th wrappings 

to me he remarked, in a ca ual ~,looking past me out of 

the window: "Jtr. Greenshields collects Dutoh paintings, and 

Sir william Van Horne colI cts Japanese snuff boxes; but I 

collect strinB'." Then turning those gimlet eyes of his on 

me at full power 1 What do you colleot? Being a bit of a. 

numiamat in those days, an interested in Greek coins, I 

murmured confusedly, "Ooins~ Sir Willis n. "Ooins, yes; 

so do I; so do I,' was the rejOinder, and I left, moralizing 

th t the gentleman who oolleoted string oould inCidentally 

patronize the living arts. 

~hrouehout t,he Mfair 0 f the tinion I had abundunt 

opportunities of realizing iVhere my olient's re art lay • . 

- 3 -

The youn men, whom he loved, ere to have a ClUb, without 

onte ntution or luxury, but .ith due dignity and substantiality. 

He was rathAr like a mother arranging her daughterls trous­

seau, taking a most lively interest in the whole equipment 

of the building, t a~poonst table cloths and all. 

a had Illi~o .10nA to help us, with the ideal he had 

set himself bout the year 1640, when he announced his theo at 

arohiteoture in the words solid proportioned aooording to 

the rules masouline and unaffeo~ed.' Sir I il11 ID loved a plain 

building. In archit oture, 8S in the soienoes, he ~ de no pre­

tension of abstruse knowledge, but what he knew was derived 

direotly through the oontacts of his benefaotions. e owe him 

muoh of the grey limestone, whioh is not the least of the glories 

of "oG1ll. 

In this oonn~ationt Rutherford's suocesses may b re-

ferred to. ?hile the founder of the Physics Building did not 

follow these famous experiments, any more than we of the other 

Departments were able to do, he was as strongly affeoted as any 



of us by this pushing baok of the cartain of mystery. Perh ps 

the old-fashioned ord "bo als is the right one to use.here. 

Sir i1liam had 'bowe1s 1 ; he oou1d feel in ense1y. Wh n in­

terested his yes lowed, and the slightly op ned mouth, aguar 

as it a in all ita outlines, told of quickened bre th and a 

beating heart. The Rutherford dinner which Sir il11s g v , 
with oharaoteristic s ness 
but/did not ttend, aa by f r the moet euooe tul 800ial 

function oGil1 has held in the last twenty ji , rs, perhaps 

in all her history. 

- 4 -

Sir illiam's quarrel with the Ohurch of his forei thera 

was a private affair, nd of the inte11eot r thar than of the 

heart. It was singularly free of the passion hi ch might h ~ 

led ID n of his strong likes and dislikes into rival "fold. 

His great influence in the affairs of the University as not 

negative against religion, but poeitive tor ir dom ot thought, 

and there as no little need of such influenoe t the time 

when it 0 m to De exerted. Nothing in the nature of th 

British 1 gislation of 1871 eoting r 11 10 t at a th 

Univer itie has ev n yet beoom possible in = el1eh-speaking 

merioa, north or south of the line, and writing in the first 

dec de of this oentury, Professor J. B. Bury, in his "Hi tory 

of Freedom of Thought as oompel1ed to state: It 1 notoriou 

that frGe thought is still serious handicap to an Americ n 

even in ost of the Un1versit1ea.~ 

·e may r call the oase, not tw nty y ra ago, of a T)ronto 

paper hich solioited the advertisement of tne University ith the 

alternativ of an nexposure of ~cGill as a free-thinking insti-

tnt1on, ~n 6X]OS~~ which s accept d tht le ~r e 1, 

thus vindicating that liberty of oonsoienoe which is after 11 

of the essenoe of the Prete tant complexion provided for in the 

Un1v rs1ty charter, nd which the devout of all creeds and degrees 

of belief oonnected with the inst1tution ould do ell to ever 

bear in mind. nnty years a 0 oGi1l oould lr ady 01 i the 

position of th freest Seat of 2e rning in 'orth Amerio as i D 
~ 

matters of faith, poli i a and oaste, a position very ptly 

symbolized by the apPointment of the late Prinoipal, then Dr. 
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Peterson, as Ch irm1n of the Carnegie Pensions Board. 

An incident illustrating Sir 111iam mcdonald's senSe 

of the fitness of things in this oontext, occurred at a Convocation 

ccromonya 

right, the ocoasion was the granting of the L.L.D. to • Carnegi • 

The students were in jovial mood, and their programme of enthus­

iastic aocompaniment onCe started, got a little ahead of the game,and 

the reverend gentleman who opened the prooeedings with prayer, 

did not secure the decorJus silenoe appropriate to his office. 

Sir illiam \ s deeply- and sinoe-rely mortified. 

When the stUdent body got out of hlJ.nd in those days, 

and re~oved tlie Star bulletin bo rds, or fell foul of the 

police, the old gentleman w a inclined to take the matter 

almost as a personal affro~tand I mention this, not to reoall 

past lapses of deportment by our stUdent body - no student body 

at a first-class University haa fewer or milder lapses - nor 

to dwell upon ~~ . old m nts amiable foibles. but to illustr .e 
m~ m in thesi s, whioh is th t th motive of Sir -illiam's 

generosities was a very human and quite tremendous emotion 

of responsibility ~d ff~otion for the young men of his time 

and country. )10 He had~f mily, and so, dedioating the inorement 

of his fortune to the rioing generation, he felt very much 

as a deoent parent does 'When his children appear indifferent 

to such advantages as le has provided for the~. Impersonal 

charity was not in him. He delighted in the sight of the crowded 

campus, more espeoi~lly 89 long as the orowded camp~s behaved 

deoorously. 

There was a fine style about Sir William. On the small, 

finely rohoa £eet, so ohar oterist10 o£ a high-bred Highlander, 

he wore the s hift , 'est of boots, and it was a sight to see him .. 
skip, with antelope dexteri"ty, aar:>ss the Nl9.reh mud of Sher .. 

brooke Street (ma.cademized and rutted in those days) and a.r­

rive with unspeoked footgear on the far pavement. 

He oould spend hours on a building under oonstruotion, 

from wallhead to basement, rithout bump1n his tall grey felt 

hat or robbing plaster on an elbow. "oreover. his visits 

never did the conduct of the work any ha.rm, and 0 ften muoh 



good. General inspeotion is gift, and a olient who isn't 

sure he has it is well dviaed not to venture too freely 

on his own work • 

The nicety and fastidiousness which er ao ohar-.. 
aoteriatio o£ Sir ilia led to one amusing inoonsistenoy 

of view, whioh his frankness saved from a harsher desig­

nation. "Do you smoke?" he would ask, and on r ceiving an 

ffirmative answer olld add, "But you don't ohe t I hop; 

that's a. filthy and disgusting habit~" all oblivious of 

the raison a'etr of the foand tion~of his fortune. 

'jr l11am took Boma pains to m ke i~ clear that 

he s no belj.ever in the effiCjacy of pra.yer, objeotiv ly­

or subjeotively. But he he-d an abolmdinr faith in the 

efficaoy of work as double bl sain , and his conoeption 

of work had something 0 th busy industry ana. single pur­

pose of the b aver about it. On ultimate nulysis, he was 

the kind of man (and th orld would be none the orae ot 

more of them) ho subscrib $ to the maxim T! ork is worship" 

and i s prone to adopt the bee or the ant as his tot • 

He also beli ved in the re rd of labour. which he found 

uite oomfor_ hle, with the principle ot neither eking 

nor giving uarter, and ith the oonviction that this 

made for integrity. It is on reoord that a British fir 

which provided some heavy experimental machinery for 

MoGill came out very badly on tl d al. but ato d by its 

agree ta and oompl ted the inijtallation in style. ir 

Wil11am~terwardsfhe~r1ng\of the transaotion, not only 

insisted on paying the full costs, but a reasonabl profit 
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Sir illiam aodona1d ~s a devoted friend and 

admir r of Sir illiam Daroson, through who his i~terest in the 

University was first aroused; but it was in olos association 

ith Sir illiam Peterson s ?rincipal that it fell to his 

lot to do so ch for l:oGill. Both were lonely, proua-hearted 

men, nd there ere many dramatio moments in their interoourse. 

Eaoh, in his own aloof way, had his soul bound up in cGill. 

ow, Peterson had no illusions 8S to the possibility 

of "making omelettes without breaking eggs" and knew also th t 

he h d the support of I acdonalfld in shaping the insti tu tion for 

more than mere provincial funotions. ith1n the space of 

twenty-four hours I h ve heard Sir illiam aodonald spe k 

of "Your terrible Prinoipal' and Sir illiam Peterson 

speak of ,tth t dear old saint" - a grea.t partners con .. 

caive and to oarry out. Bet een the , they oo~l:6rd some ... 

thing more important than lands and buildi and endo ents, 

both for lacdonald1s young n r on's Dominion 

~---the essential freedom whioh oGill enjoys. 



Professor Poroy D.-robbs 9 

14 Phi11ips Square, 
ontreel 

Dear Professor Nobbs:-

lIarch 
Twe:r.ty-s ixth 

1923_ 

I have read uith pleasure your 
wS of" ome Reminisoenoes of Sir illia.tl l!o.odonald". 

I was much interosted nnd consider it 
a ver~ appropriate artiole to publi ho Plecee tell 
me who are publishing it for you and also if you desire 
the return of the US. 

Yours faithfully, 



CBBS 8: HYDE 

A CHITECTS 

.. 4P 

Mo TR A 

Ootober 13. 1924. 

Sir Arthur Currie. G.C.M.G •• K.C.B., 
Prinoipal. 
MoGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

Dootor Porter tells me that he had 
a oonversation with you regarding the property on 
MoTavish Street, now jointly owned by Mr. Duggan and 
himself. I enolose. for your information. a small 
soale sketoh of the land. showing the adjoining 
houses. Dr. Porter desiredme to give you our views. 

On behalf of the owners, we have been 
looking into the possibilities of developing this 
property. by removing the old house, building a fair 
sized house to the front and three smaller houses to 
the rear, and it looks as if suoh a use of the prop­
erty would be highly profitable. oonsidering the low 
oost of the land. 

I gather that the owners are willing to 
sell outright, with oertain servitudes, instead of 
undertaking this development. At the prioe. this 
property is undoubtedly good value. either for the 
purpose of reoonditioning the old house, or for a 
projeot of the kind above referred to. 

PEN/c 
1 Eno. 

Yours very truly, 





Protesso~ P. E. Nobbs, 
14 PhI11Ips Square, . 
Montreal. 

Dear Protessor liobbs:-

October l~th. 1924. 

!hank you very much tor your 
letter ot the 13th re the- »o!avIsh Street property. 

Frankly, the suggeatIon ma4e by 
Dr. Porter did not appeal to me very strongly, though 
I do not know what the Board ot Governors will do. I 
have had no Intimation yet trom the owners ot the 
Gault pr~perty that 'Rokeby' haa been 80ld. From 
other souroes I loarn that all that has been done i8 
the gIving ot an optIon. 

Yours faIthtully, 



NOSSS & HYDE 

ARCHITECTS 

PCRCY E NOSBS.'" A F" I •• A. • " (" A 

GE!ORGE T HYDE 8" •• 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

14 PHILL pro SQUA~E. 

M'NTREAL 

November 1, 1926. 

re: ROYAL CANADIAN ACADEMY FREF LIFE CLASS 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

Last Thursday it fell to my turn as 
Aoademician to visit the evening Life Glass at the 
Art Assooiation. You will reoolleot that you were 
kind enough to interest yourself in the matter a 
year ago, and that MoGill made a contribution to 
the expenses. 

Last year we had some diffioulties 
and disappointments,and some of the more independ­
ent spirits started a rival entertainment. Con­
ditions now are entirely satisfaotory. There were 
twenty-five stUdents working last Thursday night, 
all of a good average, and several shOwing talent 
of a high order. The defeotion of last year has 
been atoned for, as they are all baok and work· g 
in the way Mr.Dyonnet advises. There were half a 
dozen MoGill stUdents taking advantage of the ar­
rangement. 

I am thus able to assure you that the 
joint effort of the Aoademy, the Art Association 
and the University in this matter is now an un­
qualified suooess, and full advantage is being 
taken of Mr.Dyonnet's great talent as a teaoher. 

PEN/C 

With kind regards, I am, 

Yours faithfully, 



MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

PRI.NCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR 

L. W . DOUGLAS 

Dear Prato eor obb, 

:tIDe 23, 19 

ny tbank indeed tor ana me t 

dOD nta bout the Sousi g Le 1alation and your 0IIm 

ttorts in hal1" ot bett r1n the (Jomi tiOD hlch 

exl t. 

~1th e.ll k1ild labes for e 1)1€8 nt s r. 

or PlO ' .Nobbs, 
l?hl111 ps .:>.!ua re. 

1IW"",,,'I'l' 1.. ~ • 

Yo r aine rely, 



NOBBS & HYDE 

PERCY E. NOS SS. M.A .• F.R.I.B.A .. R.e.A. 

GEORGE T. HYDE. B.Se S.B. F.R.I.B.A. 

ARCHITECTS 

Dr. Lewis W. Douglas, 
Principal, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

My dear Principal, 

1240 PHILLIPS SQUARE 

MONTREAL 

June 15th, 1938. 

You, no doubt, have 
noticed that Housing Legislation is before 
the House at Ottawa. Besides myself, on 
whom great responsibility in this matter 
has fallen, Professors Flemming, Dawson and 
March have had a hand in this pie; so 
McG!ll has done its part. 

I think we have managed 
to bring about adequate legislation for this 
purpose without committing the country to 
any of that "veiled inflation" which is my 
interpretation of the U. S.A . Housing effort. 

The enclosed documents 
give you the story. 

(1) The Board of ~rade & C. l . League Joint Report,1935. 
(2) Survey of Location of Housing of Enemployed, 1936. 
(3) The Project for a Hontreal Housing Estate, 1937. 
(4) The Bill now before Parliament, 1938. 

Yours faithful1 7 , 

~iiN/dc. 
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COP Y of Dean Pound's letter 

The Nobel Committee, 
The Norwegian Parliament, 
Drammensvei, 19, 
Oslo, Norway. 

Gentlemen: 

Tower Building, 
Washington, D. C. 
January 11, 1930. 

I beg to present for your oonsideration 
for the Nobel Peace Prize for 1930 the name of the 
Honorable Frank Billings Kellogg, sometime Secretary 
of State of the United States of America. I venture 
to think that his achievement in bringing about the 
execution of the Pact of PariS, by which the high 
contracting parties forever renounced war as an in­
strument of their national policy and agreed to seek 
the solution of all controversies which might arise 
between them, ot whatsoever character, by peaceful 
means exclusively, is nothing less than an epoch-making 
event toward lasting peace. No doubt the idea was not 
original with Mr. Kellogg, yet it was his recognition 
of the possibilities of the idea and his energy and 
determination in turning a proposal for an agreement 
between two nations into a treaty joined in by fifteen and 
open to all, and indeed since accepted by substantially the 
whole world, which has made this idea a reality. May I 
express the opinion that bringing about an agency of peace 
of this magnitude qualifies him conspicuously to receive 
the Nobel Peace Prize. 

With much respect, I have the honor to be, 

Yours sincerely, 

Carter Professor of Juris­
prudence and Dean of the 
Facul ty of Law of Harvard 
University 



Presil)entts CPHiee. 

February 7, 1930 

:5.y dear Sir Arthur: 

I am sending you a copy of a letter from 

Dean Pound, which has been fonvarded to me by President Cowling 

of Carleton College, ~innesota . He asked ~e to \vrite to the 

Nobel Committee in support of the nomination of x~ F. B. KBllogg 

for the Nobel Peace rize in Decomber 1930. That I have done. 

He also said, however, that he would like me to 

send the letter on to you, as he understood that ~cGill University 

bad conferred an honorary degree upon :.:r . Kellogg, and therefore 

that perhaps you might be willing to support the nomination. 

I hope that you are keeping well this winter, 

and that the affairs of the University are prospering. 

regards to Lauy Currie and yourself, 

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.:':.G., 
Principal, :.:cGill University, 
Montreal, • 

I am, 

Yours sincerely, 

President. 

~7ith kind 



~resfl)ent'g ~fffce. 

February 14, 1930 

:r;y dear Sir Arthur: 

I rather sympathise with your view in regard to 

the suggestion that you should write on behalf of the presentation 

of the robel eace Prize to lr. Kellogg. It had not occurred to me 

but now that I think of it I am quite sure that the suggesting of 

names for the Fobel ?rizes is out of order, and had I not YJritten 

nwself to President Cowling, 'vhom I know quite well, I should n(J'{1 not 

do so. I will, however, tell him your view on the matter and it may be 

salutary. 

I had intended this morning to write and congratulate 

you and ::cGill on Collip's discovery which was announced in this morning's 

paper. I am sure that our University will join me in sincere congratu-

lations to a sister institution on this happy result. 

It is a pleasure also to know that your o.vu health is so 

greatly improved. '.1i th kind regards, I am, 

Sir Arthur I . Currle, G. C. i.:. G., 
Principal, ::cGill Universi .... y, 
Montreal, • 

Yours Sincerely, 

Ita. !J~ 
I 

President. 
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ERNEST S. GREENE 

~~X~~NE~~ Dec.18,193l. 
NEW YORK CITY 

Sir Arthur William Currie, 
Principal , McGill University, 
.t.ontreal , Quebec. 

Dear Sir: 

47 Horatio Street. 

On behalf of the committee which has been formed to 

recommend the name of Upton Sinclair for the Nobel prize for 

literature, I submit to you the enclosed document, with an 

invitation for you to add your signature, as a member of the 

Royal Society of Canada. 



· .;I'he undersigned holders, or former holders of academic positions, join in recommending to the Swed­
ish Academy of Letters the name of Upton Sinclair as candidate for the award of the Nobel prize for 
literature. 

The terms of the Nobel bequest provide that the award shall be made "to one who has produced in the 
field of literature the most distinguished work of an idealistic tendency." For thirty years Upton Sinclair has 
been making contributions to American literature which seem to us to come under this classification. He is 
the author of some forty volumes of fiction, drama, economics, and social and literary criticism, and is un­
questionably the most widely read of writers living today: his books have been translated into more than 
thirty languages, and have profoundly affected the thinking of both the masses and the more alert portion 
of the cultured world. We consider his greatest novels, as "The Jungle," "Love's Pilgrimage," "Oil," 
"Boston," an outstanding achievement in the contemporary fiction of all lands, for their mastery of fact, for 
their social vision, for consistent, honest and courageous thinking, for humanitarian passion, for originality 
in the technique of presentation, and for vitality and sweep of creative art. 

HARRY ELl\IER BARNES 

(New School for Social Research) 
JOHN DEWEY 

(Columbia University) 
PAUL H. DOUGLAS 

(University of Chicago) 
ALBERT EINSTEIN 

(University of Berlin) 
PAUL S. EpSTEIN 

(California Institute of Technology) 
ROBERT HERRICK 

(University of Chicago) 
R. F. HOERNLE 

(University of Witwatersrand) 
H . J. LAsKI 

(University of London) 
\\TILLIAM ELLERY LEo~ARD 

(University of Wisconsin) 
ROBERT MORSS LovETT 

(University of Chicago) 

EDvnN MARKIIA:'Il 

(Member American Academy) 
WILLIAM McDoUGALL 

(Oxford University) 
REGIS MICHAUD 

(University of Illinois) 
FRANZ OPPENHEIMER 

(University of Berlin) 
EDV'i'ARD A. Ross 

(University of Wisconsin) 
BERTRAND RUSSELL 

(Cambridge University) 
FREDERICK C. S. SCHILLER 

(Oxford University) 
J. G. SLEESWIJK 

(Univer ity of Delft) 
HARRY F. WARD 

(Union Theological Seminary) 
FRITZ WITTELS 

(New School for Social Research) 



51 McKinley Crescent, 
BROOKLYN. 

WELLINGTON, 
NEW ZEALAND. 

17th April, 1936. 

The Secretary, 
Dr. Nobel'8 Peace Prize Essay Competition, 
C/o Parliament House. 
STOCKHOLM. 

Hon. Sir, 

The Minister of Education in England called together a 
commission to enquire into The reaching of English in England". 
A Government Report of the proceedings of the Commission flas 
published under the above title. Over 200 educationists gave 
evidence. The Report recommended - amongst other things -
that "a greater place should be given in the schools to the study 
of the Bible as literature over and above the 30 minutes set apart 
d ily for the usual Bible lesson. as an aid to the formation of 
high character. 

I sent to you some time ago a suggestion that your 
Commission might offer a prize for the best essay explaining a 
plan or system for getting the Bible read in the public schools, 
in the interests of character building and general culture, with 
arguments in support. Of course, entrants for this suggested 
Peace essay would write regarding the Bible of his own particular 
country. Russians would write of the Bible of the Greek Church; 
Germans of the Lutheran Bible; Roman Catholics of the Douay Bible; 
and British and American entrants of the Authorised Version or of 
the Revised Version of the Bible. 

This suggested essay would deal: 
First, with the historical value of the Bible. Froude. the 

historian, states that no race haS left such a mark on 
his tory as the Jewish race has. 

Second. the value of the Bible as literature, because there is 
scarcely one outstanding speech uttered or important book or 
article written but which makes use of a Bible quotation to 
strengthen an argument. 

Third, EdUcationists of the leading uni versi ties and other leaders 
in the scholastic world, are agreed that the chief aim of 
education is the formation of character; and they are also 
agreed that you cannot form character without referring to 
the Bible. 

Fourth, There is no book in the world which sets out the blessings 
of peace as does the Bible: therefore its peace teachings 
should have a place in every school under western civiliza-
tion. 



Sir, in ans er to the above suggestion you replied that 
Dr. Nobel had made no provision in his will for giving a prize for 
theology. But, Sir, an essay based on the above suggestion would 
not deal with, or bring up, the question of theology (Theos, God; 
logos, science). which is usually int:rpreted. at the present day 
as discussion of creeds and dogmas. An Amer~can Court has ruled 
that the Bible could be read in the schools as it is itself an 
unsectarian book, but people make creeds and dogmas out of it. 
Also about 80 per cent. of the Bible is of a secula~ nature, . 
dealing as it does with our duty to our fellowmen; ~n fact, n~ne 
of the Ten Commandments are of a secular character, cnd Christ's 
teachings were mainly of a humanitarian nature. 

In the past the Church thought it had a monopoly of the 
Bible. each stressing its 0 n sectarianism, ~hich made the Book 
unpopular. A renaissance-s6ems to be coming in the mOre 
extended reading of the Bible: even the leading rationalists and 
evolutionists have declared emphatically on the use of the Bible 
in the schools as a classic and for its moral teachings. (see, 
"Bible and Religious Instruction" in the index of each of the 
fOllowing rationalistic books:- Haeckel - 'The Riddle of the 
Universe"; liuxley's essay on School Boards; and Leckie's 

"Democracy and Liberty"; Fairchild-Osborn' s r ..... volution ll , and 
Marvin 1 s ''Life of Tolstoy. TT) 

You may wonder why I suggest ad above seeing that the 
Bible is read in most of the schools of Europe; but the Bible 
haS never been read in the schools of Russia, with the exception 
of the New Testament, owing to the opposition of the Greek Church 
so ~olstoy said. And to-day the Communists keep the Bible out 
of the schools, largely because of their hatred of the Greek Church. 
France will not allow any Scriptural instruction in the schools, 
though Mussolini has placed Scripture instruction on the syllabus 
of the Italian schools, and Italy had been without Scriptural 
instruction in her schools for fifty years. 

. I have visited Western Canada, the ~stern States of the 
U~ltea States of America and Australia, and have found that the 
B~ble was not generally read daily in the State schools of these 
States.and Provinces, largely owing to apathy, and, being new 
countrles, the People seem to be ~ore interested in schemes for 
the development of their respective countries than in anything 
e~se. One Canadian has remarked that"the resources of a country 
w~ll ~ot make a great nation but the high character of its people 
W~ll. But, as a Coloni 1, I say: f'How can you form character 
w~thout teaching morals and you cannot teach morals effectively 
w~ thout reference to the Bible. II If you try to teach morals 
Wl thout appeal to the Bible, the pupil is apt to ask: "hat is your 
authori ty for telling me this, or that?" (So a New Zealand 
barrister expressed himself.) 



3. 

The United states of America have a splendid materialistic 
system of education but they also have a very high juvenile 
crime rate which, educationists say, is the result of dropping 

the Bible from the schools. The Americ81 system of education 
not a fair or just one to the child. Roman Catholics and Jews 
do not get grants to support their schools as they do in England 
and Scotland, therefore they oppose the Bible being read in the 
schools, and consequently the child suffers. And again, 1 found 
that where Bible reading was given in the American public schools, 
it was of a very meagre character - simply the opening of the 
school with the reading of the Bible by the Superintendent; the 
scholars did not need to have a Bible (as in England); no Bible 
syllabus is provided for teachers; scholars are not made to 
memorise portions of the Bible, such as the Ten Commandments; 
therefore, Sir, an essay on this great subject of Bible reading 
in schools may in the end affect the moral training of millions 
of children in the schools who are at present growing up in 
ignorance of the great laws and hi~h ideals of the Bible. 

The total exclusion from the State schools of New Zealand, 
for about 60 years, of the Bible fiith its moral instruction 
lessons has had its effe c t upon.. the na ti onal c harac ter, as i.s 
evidenced, partially, by the high illegitimate birth rate. Of 
the first births of mothers under 19 years of age one in three is 
illegitimate. For verification of this statement, please see 
Mr. Butcher's two books entitled "Education in New Zealand", 
paragraph headed "Illegitimate Birth Rate." 

I trust you will consider this question again on account 
of the Bible's ethical value in schools for the inculcation of 
moral ideals. 

Yours 6£trUIY, /J 
~v { tI-ea~~ d-or? I 

----
Samuel Pearson. 



The Chancellor, 
~~ill University, 

110NTREAL • 

Dear Sir, 

~ 19 
I 

51 cRin1ey Crescen, , 
Brc.oklyn, 

~ ILl; ./1 n. Ne ~ Ze aland 
18th April, 1936. ........ " 

1 have taken th~ liberty of forwarding to you copy of 
a letter which J am sending to the Nobel Peace Prize E y 
C mmission in Sweden. I ould feel very rateful if you _ould 
have the suggestion contained in it discussed by YOUr sen te and 
by your Professors as it is a world-wide question dealing ith 
eauc tion. Instead of replyin~ to me I would be obliged if you 

ould send your recommendations to the No el Peace Prize Ee y 
Commission in tockholm, S eden, you being so much nearer than 
I am. (Care of Parliament house, S~edenJ. 

Trusting you will excuse this liberty. 

I am, 

Yours7~ t/~. 
Samue.l.. ,!:'earson. 

late Secretary to the Citizens' Committee to get daily 
Bible reading (without sectarian comment) into the 
state chools of New Zealand. 

P.s. I would be very pleased to have an expression of 
opinion from yourself and your professors on the 
subject of Bible Reading in schools in the jnterests 
of character building; and other arguments in favour. 

Also I would be glad if you would kindly send a 
copy of you~ reply and enclosed letter to your leading 
newspapers. .~ ~ 

,fX - , 
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T • 1da.nBger. 
oiaeleas Typewriter Company, 
... 53 Broad: ay. 

York, H.Y. 

June 
Fourth 

19 O. 

In a oonTeraution hich I had 
.it Dr. ~o1by Imme ... iate1y before he left for 
Dt'land, he intorme:l me tha.t he. O1lld be back 

in JUoriea before this. 

He was to look up some 'ttere 
for oGill UniTerelty hen on the other sIde. 
and I am no ting to ask heth~r you 111 
be good el'lOU h to let me know hen he Is 
expocted to return, as I am anxious to see 
him as oon as po sible ofter his a~val. 

Yours Tery sincerely. 

Aotlng Priao1pal. 



· 1 ". ... 
MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR 

L. W . DOUGL.AS 

y l?, 1938 

D r Sir, 

In reply 0 yours or the 14th Y. '7 

I Y that tbe Un! r 1 ty doe net 1nclud t subject 

ot "v·'~ ... r1 tinS in 1 currt 

You v ry truly, 

... L.G. oehenberg t 

6.111v ratty ot orth , 
1 rsltf S tien, 

Grana PO 8, .D. 



THE UNIVERSITY OF ~ORTH DAKOTA 

President r. lie Brittnin, 
I c3i11 Universi~J, 
I ontrea1, ~uebec. 

Dear President Brittain: 

-.ay 14, 1938 

UNIVERSITY STATION 
GRAND FORKS. NORTH DAKOTA 

I should like to inquire o.s to the status of the teaching 
of ~'!pe1'i!'i ting in your college, in th a view to"lO.rd dis­
covering the best practice. ..e have found that .... hen it 
is required here TIithout credit, so~e students lose inter­
est in doing a high quality of work, and they cut class 
fre uently at certain seasons of the year, in favor 0:: 
other attractions. 

Perhaps you have a better practice 71hich, if Imovm, .. ;ill 
bear enulation. Your cooperation is sought in replying 
to a few inclosed questions to help determine the status 
of typ8\"1!'i ting; in a nUJ:lber of higher institutions rrhen 
taught as a college or university subject. 

This investigation has the approval of Dean J. V. 
Brei t"irieser and :Jr. 1 • iT . Overn of the School of Ti'ducation 
here. Your reply ';ill be DUch appreciated, and you ';ill 
be supplied v;i th the results of the study if you so 
indicate on the question blank. 

LGE:JPD 

_ ~e:hl .... y....,,~~~, 
~~s G. Eschenbor~, 

Instructor of Typing. 

BUY "DAKOTA MAID" FLOUR 



\ . , ... 
Typewriting Survey 

Please fill out and send to Louis G. Eschenberg, University Station, Grand Forks, 
North Dakota. 

These questions are in reference to typewriting in the School of Education. Answer 
all questions of attitude purely in the light of your experience of typewriting in 
your own institution. 

Underscore your answer 

1. Do you offer a major course in teaching commercial subjects in education? 
YES. NO. 

2. Do you offer a minor course in teaching commercial subjects in educati cn? 
YES. NO. 

3. Do you offer a typewriting course? YES. NO. 

4. Is your typing course required for commercial majors? YES. NO. 

5. Is your typing course required for commercial minors? YES. NO. 

Fill in the blanks or underscore your answer 

6. The amount of typewriting required? For major --- minor 

7. Is it a credit course? YES. NO. 

8. Is it a non-credit course? YES. NO. 

9. How much credit do you allow? Semester Hours Quarter Hours --- ---
10. How many days a week is class held? 

11. How long are the class periods? 

12. Do you have laboratory periods? 

13. Do you charge a typing fee (YES, NO). If so. ho'.!\' much? 

14. Do you allow other than commercial students to use the machines? 

15. What text are you using at the present time? 

16. In your opinion what would be the advantages, if any, when the course is 
offered without credit? 

17. If non-credit course, what disadvantages do you find? 

18. Do you think giving credit would raise the morale or type of work? 

19. Your comments or suggestions: 

20; Do you wish a report of this data? 

Name: School~ --- -------------------------
Address: 

~--------------------------------------------------------



,1 • 

3 •• 

'O~_ 
. 

f .. 1; , . 1 '-... 
~o 1 ...... , .. ... t 0_ J~ ...... , 

'" 

~ 
Ill" 1 ~ ,01' .L.:.;. ·0 'l ):::l 

. ; yot ilO(J • )10 

un~ .It 1 tel- \;. ., ·'0 ., uller9 

a ') ~o . ....... t." 

..... , ve 

ci u.t bad ~. lc~ .. c .. il 1aeml- ~ ,. 

"1 fic"':; Un .. .: ,.1 .la". LGJ 10 i) 1J.6. .. ""QC' It"'J 

~s to \)~ 1 ea. L o lC.l so J,7; ... ., co 

;>! hls lot"e~. 
='IU"S re.' t :f'i41l.) • 

11tr14 ova. 



~lJr\uit"Ir Jlittihngitt! 
~~tIr£i.tHtt 'Ji'lnm.oni 

OFFICE OF TH E PRESIDENT 

Sir Arthur -'T. Curr ie, 
President lrcGill 'University, 
l.1o'ltr€!al, ':::ar:.ada. 

l!y d ear Sir: 

May 16, 1925. 

"ill ~ o"u. pardon '!le for as.rClno- you to hand this 
letter to the head o~ such denartn€!Dt in your Univp.rsity 
as ma7 be interested trer~in. 

"'e are end eavorinJ! to fi"'id an Assis tant Profes-
sor for our Modern Lan91lap-e Del'lsrtment. ':e .. ish a "'la:r: 
cOTIlT'lctent to teach French and Spanish, and iL1c:identall 
some ~er'Ilan. lIe prefer a Canadian -FrE'DchT!.!J.n rather than 
a Parisian Frenchman. -

Norwich is a ~ilitary institution, as you May 
Y..now, over ot:e hundred .Tears of ape, with traditions and 
custons which, with all due r8snect to the ~entle~an 
na~ed, it nevertheless may be said, a Parisian French~qn 
cannot seem to comprehenB. He doesn't 7it into our sys­
tem, as we have learned from two exrerie .ces. 

'e must have a man of so~e teachiL.~ exneriAnce, 
as the l'\osition which he will occupy is next to that of 
the head of the departnent. ''le eXT€!ct to nay not less 
than 2000, and possibly a little ~ore,the first year. 
-1re sUTnoRed we had the vacancy filled but were advised 
othE'rvise yesterda r • 

Yours verI truly, 

Pr AS ident. 



OFFICE OF 

THE SUPERI"ITENDENT 

ONTARIO BRANCHES 

BANK OF MONTREAL 

TORONTO 

: rch 
T ,en ty-thir 

1 9 2 6 

Dear ir 11..rthur, 

I am obli~ed for your 
letter of 20th instant and thank you 
for your ~r mise to send me some ti e 
durin£ next week co y of your note for 
your recent address before the Can~dian 
Club. 

I heard L rd Allenb speak 
in ... ~as s ey Rall here last Sa tu.rday • He 
is a big, handsome man but I would 
j~dge less clever and less modest than 
L rd B • ne wonders hether hi 
resent tour 0 f Canada. with l d llenby 

dur'ng wh~ch they are certainly not s ar­
ing themselves as regarQs nublic engage­
ments, foreshado.s hie appointment to 
succeed Lord Byng next. ';uly. .re might 
d far iTOr e. 

Yours faithfully, 

17( 

Sir rth.ur .:. Currie, G.C . l:. G., :~.C.B., 
.:cGill Uni versi ty, 

.Ilo:ont real, Que. 


