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From PRINCIPAL IRV/NE. 

THE UNIVERSITY, 

S: ANDREWS. 
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Pr nc~pal J. ~. Ir n, 
The niversit 9 

sto dr s, cotl nd. 
• • 

Y d ar Ir in :-

A gust 2et~, 19w • 

Yo 111 not mind. I kno my personal 
le ter to you b i type ritt n and I lao·n t t 

Y bot er I ha iven you e rdl w~ll not be 
looke upon as a ta k. 

As att r 0 f ct h picked on 
Day as our fir t eh01e for th ,0sl ion of Assist t 
Prote~sor of cano ice and I desired to have orson 1 
assurance from :ou th t the n .osen wa llk 1 to 
b satisfact rye urthermore, eked Profescor 
Chlpman. a Can.di n e ucsted in Edinburgh and no a 

e b r of our leal staff, to se ~a~. They et in 
London and Chipman 1rod th t he liked Day personall~. 
he latter 1 ~oming to ontre 1 Y the • ntro e in 

3ept mber for a person 1 intervle. If mutuall r 
bl h il11 re~aln and I feel no that such le likel 

to be th ca e. I am glad to hear TOU sa~ t at ou foel 
he 1 0 e ho ill make his influence felt in the 
community. Too many professors ar inclined to b 
entirely cademic in t eir 11 es. As ~ou kn~, e are 
s t down in the cidst of a great city and there Is 

undant opportunity for all 0 r professor to make 
themselv s re lly v lued and nluable ~ecbers of th 
com~unity 

A you probably kno Sir Henry Gray has 
come to the Royal Victoria Hospital, they being deter ined 
to have him, but I h ve not appOinted hi Professor of 
Surgery in the Un! er ity and do not intend to do so. 
I cm offerin him n assistant professorship. bu+ I 
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Prinoipal Irvine - 2 -

think the Hospital are influenoing him to demand a full 
professorship or nothing. I do not like these guns 
be1ng held at y ur head and wIll not submit. What we 
a~e fIghting for ·is worth a fight, namely, the right of 
the Universl~y to seleot its own teaching staft. Gray 
ha8 a wonderful opportunity to.prove what a really big 
man can do in del~Qate situation, but 80 far he shews 
no inclination to serve the University, apparently 
caring more for rank than for the opportunity for service. 
Ky army experienoe taught me that suoh men are not 
helpful. Howevor, I have hope that he may yet see the 
proper way ~nd that in the end his coming may result in 
good. 

I haTe spent a very quiet summer in 
Kontreal. The. weather has been really delightful and 
the past week exoeptionally cool. Golt·has steadily 
improved, although every now and then I get a score· 
whioh keeps me humble. The best I have been able to do 
ia 91, though I have hopes that before the season la 
over I may yet break into . the charmed oircle of the 
eight1es. , 

Karjorie has been away most of the summer, 
t1rst with triends In one place and then with others 
elsewhere. She ha. been enjoying herself immensely. The 
bGy uD4erwent an operation on h1s ankle early In July 
and has consequently speat a very quiet vaoation. ~y 
wlte and -y siater are keepIng me company here, but we 
all expec t' to go away tor a couple at weeks a t the 
beginning 0'1 Septeaber. 

Reverting ~o Uaiversl~ matters, I shall 
I have a vacancy In the Department 0'1 Ph1losophy during 

the Oo.18C wtater and would appreCiate greatly any help 
~ou can glve in finding a sul~able young man _ someone 
0'1 the .itohell type. I was greatly attraoted to him, 
bu~ tor the Junior position in Economl0. we decided to 
take one ot our own young mea Who has been at Oxtord aa 
a Rhodes scholar. 

• 



Principal lrvine - 3 -

It la too early yet to say what one'. 
plans may be tor next year. You remember my telling 
you of my hopes ot a visit to the other side. It that 
should not aomr ott I shall look forward to seeing you 
when you oome to the British Association meetings. 
You'must remember that you wIll always haTe a very 
warm weloome in our home and Mrs. Irvlne, if she 
accompanies you, one e~ually cordial. 

from you. 
I shall always be gla4'to have a letter 

• 

'ith all good Wishes, I am. 

Yours faithfully. 

• 



.. 

Pr1ncipal J. c. Irvlne. 
The Un1versity, 
st. Andrews, Scotland. 

Yy dear Irvlne:-

October 24th.1924. 

Thank you very much for sending 
me the oourse of Railway Leotures now given ~n 
Scot~and. I hope Vie may be able" to es tablish wi th 
our railways a s1ml1~r liaison. 

Things are going very well at 
the University. our attendanoe being about the same 
as last year, while I th1nk our staff Is a li~tle 
stronger. Some of the new men promise to be real 
souroes ot strength. 

The weather continues to be truly 
delightful. We have had but one wet day since you 
left, and &s you know there Is no more pleasant time 
of the yoar in Oan~da than the Autumn. I never saw 
our trees more beaut1ful. 

The family are all we~l. ~arjorle 
baving the time of her llte. They joln me In love 
to you and ~rs. Irvine • 

Yours faithfully, 
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~ni ve!'s-" ti s . 

i e t buses of co tree he d st ear an 

now in 0 oration • Spo ki~g for on year ' s ex erience , 'h ve 

the f ..... lino that t ... che " fLl ~i1 u efu purpose n 

t er io not i~ 0 t ki n C nad i ~lght be to the 

a1va~ g of c~i1 to e fi~st in th~ ie d. 



Sir Jarnes C. lrvlne, 
Principal, ~he University, 
st. Andre s, 
Sc 0 tl end. 

~y dear Irvine:-

January 24th, 1925. 

• 

It as only last niBht that I 
read in an old co ntr~ paper of the honour conferred 
upon you at -e i Years. Ro I cane to ~lss the 
announce ant earlier I do not kno. Perhaps it dld 
not appear in our press, as since our silly protest 
against the eranting of honours to Can~dlans ware 
not supposed to be intercstea in sloh thInes. I 
n. convinced that er at many of our poople reGret 
tie action of 0 r Government at the ti~o they 
re~ue~ted the Kine to refrain fro erentinc further 
honours, but no ono in a thority ha the noral 
co race to s~y so. 

~111 you pleaseacoept our warmest 
congratulations to JOu and Lady Irvine, for the Curries 
all ish you 11. It may inter t ~ou to kno that 
last ~ove ber 'e wore turned out of Rokeby, the proporty 
beins sold to provide space for another apartment house. 

I suppos it ill be diffioult to keep suoh buildings 
Off. Shorbrooke Street, muoh to our reeret. After 
11 1 e for a feu da~s at tho Rltz e fOInd another home 
on Dru ond Street very nice and comfortable, but still 

e do not like it quite as ell as the old plaoe. 

I am not quite sure hether I shall 
~o across this summer or not. I hope so and if I do 
shall leave as soon. iter the 1st of June as possible. 
Everything is eoine pretty well at tho University, the 
attondanoe being about the SaI:le as la t yoar and all 
things running qul~ smoothly with the exception of 



Sir Jarnes Irvine - 2 -

the Gray matter bieh goos fron bad to worse • 

. 1th our warmost coneratulations 
and all ~ood tshes, 

Yours faithfully. 
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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY 
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E. .. B tty. q. • .C., LL.D., 
Chnn 11 r, cG111 Un! rei • 

C llor, 

r 
otory of 
sp 
tt nd 
it • C 

October I, 1932. 

r your f lthfu11 • 

Pr1ncip 1 .. 



r I 19 2. 

r 'It 

r 1. 3' 

P.s. Apparently you are expected to arrive on Saturd~ morning.to 
If so, shall you go direct to Ottawa or can you stay the day 
in Montreal? You could lunch with me and see the intercollegiate 
game in the afternoon - Western versus .... lcGill. 



CANADIAN PACI Fie TELEGRAPHS T.O.IX 
, 

CANADIAN 
PACIFIC 

PRINCIPAL, 

WILL ARRIVE 

DI R ECT COMM UNICATION W ITH 

THE INTERNATIONAL SySTEM. IMPERIAL AND INTERNATIONAL 

POSTAL TELEGRAPH • MACKAY RADIO COMMUNICATIONS LIMITED· 

COMMERCIAL CABLES - ALL AMERICA CABLES IMPERIAL OABLES - BRITISH PACIFIC CABLE 

MONEY TRANSFERRED BY TELEGRAPH HALIFAX AND BERMUDA CABLE CO. 

16NL STANDARQ TIME 

QUEBECQUEOCT7 THsa 
MCGILL UNIVERSITY MONTREAL -TUESDAY MORNING AND CARRY THROUGH SUGGESTED 

PROGRAMME LOOKING FORWARD KEENLY TO SEEING YOU AGAIN. 

SIR JAMES 'RVINE 

This is a full-rate Telegram Or Cable
gram unle.. otherwise indicakd by 
lignal in the check or in th addr .... 

DL DAY LETTER 

NL NIGHT LETTER 

NM NIGHT TELEGRAM 

LCO DEFERRED 

NLT CABLE LETTER 

WLT WEEK END LETTER 

W. O . NEIL. GENERAL MANAGER OF 
CoMMUNICATIONS, MONTREAl.. 



ROBERT STANGER 

1157 SE.Y~OUR AVENt 

.... ONTRIE"AI • QUF. 

October 12, 1932. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

I enjoyed very much attending 

the lecture last evening by Sir James Irvine 

in Moyse Hall, and thank you for the privilege 

and honour of being numbered amongst those in-

vited. 

Yours truly, 

fi~ 
Ro bert S t AIlger. 

Sir Arthur ' • Currie, 
McGill Uni versi ty, 
Sherbrooke Street, West, 
LIontreal, Quebec. 

llV'lT 



COMMUNICATIONS 

MONEY TRANSFERRED 
BY TELEGRAPH 

56 X M DH PASS 

CANADIAN PACIFIC 
YE LE G RAPHS ~c. ....,1 

DIRECT CONNECTION WITH 

POSTAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

COMMERCIAL CABLES - - IMPERIAL CABLES 
STANDARD TIME 

QUEBEC Q OCT 27-

PRII 'CIPAL A E MORGAN, 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY !\lONTREAL. 

c.o. IX 
Thu u a full-rau T.kgram 01' Cable
ql"am unk.. olhtl'wi.. indicaud by 
l ignalin the check or in th. addr ... 

TELEGRAM CABLEGRAM 

FULL RATE FUll RATE 

DAY LmER DL CODE CDE -
NIGHT LmER NL DEFERRED Le 

NIGHT NIGHT CABLE -
TELEGRAM NM LETIER NLT 

W. O. NEIL, GENERAL MANAGER OF 
COMMUNICATIONS. MONTREAL. 

SIR JM.;ES AND LADY IRVINE AND r,IISS IRVINE DUE MONTREAL 6 PM TUESDAY 

STOP HE LEAVES FOR NEWYORK THE FOLLOWING EVENING STOP ALL AT THE MOMENT 

ARE STAYING WITH ME AT THE CHATEAU FRONTENAC QUE EC 

F.J.NEY 

1129P 
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ROYAL YO~K HOTEL 
TORONTO 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 

M 0 n t rea 1 • 

My dear Sir Arthur, 

([nnnhinn JJlldfi( 1/~lltl\15 
January 7th, 1931. 

I have just returned from a visit to 
Paris and London where I completed arrangements 
with a group of some of the most distinguished 
figures of Great Britain and France in connect
ion with a Canadian idea: a program which is being 
sent across the Dominion, beginning at an early 
date, will express the Canadian idea and ideals, 
and will bring to the fore Canadian creative and 
in~erpretive artists, and will seek in every way 
to make Canada further conscious of its own natural 
and developed advantages. 

I should like very much to meet you to 
discuss the matter, as it is our hope that you 
will be one of the list of foremost Canadians who 
will appear in the symposium. 

Charles D. Isaacsman. 
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MONTREAL. ugust 21st. 1937-A.XV. 

R. CONSOLATO d'lTALlA 

NO 

Pos 

5 

~ / / .3 

Dear Mr. Brittain. 

I acknowledge with thanks receipt of your 

courteous letter of ugust 12th. 

I am particularly glad to hear that you share 

my desire with the desirability of closer cultural relations 

between our respective countries. 

I deeply regret that the present financial con

dition of the HcGill University prevent to carry into effect 

the project which both of us were interested in. namely, to 

establish a Chair of Italian Language and literature. 

I wish that in the near future we shall be 

able to take again the matter into consideration leading it 

to a good conclusion. 

ssuring you again of my best consideration 

and appreciation, I am 

Faithfully yours, 

Dr. S.R. Brittain 
Frincipal of the McGill University 
Sherbrooke street West, 

MONTREAL, ue. 
(Faolo de Simone) 

Royal Italian Consul. 



PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR 

A . E. MORGAN 

dear Con ul, 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

Augu t 12th, 1937. 

Your letter ot luly 8th wae aoknowledged by ID7 Seoretary in rq ab
eenoe trom the oi V. 

First ot all panni e to t nk you tor your continued tnt re t tn 
th matter ot the ppoln nt ot Pl'Ot ssor ot I lian Langu ge and LUe 
tu tn thle Un1vers! tyo I entirely h re your entim nts w1 th res ot to 
the desirabIlity ot oloser Qultural relations between our re ottve oounttlee, 
and would weloo most sincerely the creation of suoh a Cha1r, suitably endo d. 

I y expl in t t in the cion ot such a Cha1r, the tter uld 
ve to be approved by the gov rning body. ollowing this, statutory Bc rd ot 

Selection QuId bay to be appointed consisting ot repre ntatlves ot Senate 
and ot the Board ot GOT rnors. Aa tlnal step, the raco cndatlon ouId baT 

to be approved by the bodies concerned. 

Untortunately, at pr ut the f'lnanol I ituatlon ot the Unl erelty 
ntlrely preoludes the posslbll1ty ot oreating any n airs or undertaking 

any other 'P1'O j et 8 inTol vlng qu stions ot addl ttonal ex ndl tur. I JIlUst there
tore Inform you very regretfully that ny proposal to stabl1sh suoh a Ohalr 
w111 bave to a it more f'avourabl conditions. 

The BoJ8l Italian Oon.ul, 
1.10 StenIey Street, 
ontreal. 

Yours tnoerely, 

Aot1ng Prinoipal. 



ACTING 

Prot 800r .H.Brtt 1n. 

12th uly. 1937 

De~ r Sir. 

In the ab noe ot the Act1ng P1"1nc1pal, Prot 80r 

Brt tta in, ho 18 at present on a ca tion, T I okno ledge 

o 1pt ot your lett r or the 8th luly, hich 111 be ret rred 

to h upon his return next nth. 

y I .dd ~mt B the University do B :not as blo 

unt11 Octo r, I am at Id t w111 an VOid ble Cl. lay 

In obtaining the official WUI;;>",gr ot the University uthorlt1ee 

tlon, hieh ould ve to be pl ced before 

several 
bu the Acting Prinoipal ill be ble to 

give you turt r into tion as to th1 
l'Gtum 

to the Unlv rei T. 

'I'm Royal ltal1 n Consul, 
1410 Stunley ~t~e • 
ontr al. 

Your faithfully, 

Principal's oretary. 



MONTAEA~ , July 8th 1937-A.XV. 

R . CONSOLATO O'ITALlA 

5 

Dear Sir: 

On February the 24th 1937 the Principal of this University 

had the courtesy to inform me that , in reference with my lette~ of 

February 17th, the McGi1l University had taken into consideration 

my suggestion in regard to the possibility of establishing a Chair 

of Italian at the University, and that should be pleased to obtain 

a concrete proposal in regard. 

I am now in a position to say that the Italian Government 

would be willing to send a professor of universitary degree whose 

name should ba previously submitted to the university for the appro

bation. 

I wish that such a proposition should meet the favour of 

this University, and personall~for the deep and sinoere friendship 

that I have for this Country, I am sure that our parley will have a 

good conolusion. 

In that oase. I would like to know what conditions will 

Dr. W.R. Brittain . /. 
Prinoipal of the MoGill University 
She~brooke Street West, 

MONTREAL. 



the UniverSi ty lq down to the professor to be Dal'J18d, and partiou-

larly: 

1) for what period of time ShoUld the professor remain at the 

University disposal 

2) what annual oompensation the University ooUld grant h~ 

3) which form the University prefazs to adopt to settle the ar

rang~ent of th professor ( by exohange of oorrespondenoe 

with me; by oontraot with the professor; or otherwise). 

Hoping for a oourteous reply, I remain 

Respeotfully yours, 

~~~ 
(Paolo de S1mone) 

Royal Italian Consul. 



PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR 

A. E . MORGAN 

Professor du Boure . 

MCGILL UNIVERS I TY 

MONTREAL 

24t h February 1937 

Th-~nk you for your letter of t~ 2~d 

February on .. loGing one ,:rom tho Roy<::l Italian ')onsu1. 

I have taken the ro t tor up d 1rcc't. 



PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR 

A. E. "ORGAN 

_ de r Consul, 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

24th ~abruar.r 1937 

Prof08S0r du Roure has bmaed to me yOl~r letter 

of the 17th li\,;'b 'Ual'y in . hie 1 you are good enou h to -te tbe 

intel"Asting sUi-seotion i tb regard to tm possibIlity ot 

establishing a Chair of I~llen in tho University. 

e shoulrl recc1 VG LJOst gratefUlly any concrete 

proposslo t ... nt you I:ll ht care to Ubm1t. 

Yours fai tht'u lly , 

----~ he IIIlrquls Ffiolo de Slmone, 
iDJ8,l Ital1an Consul, 

M 0 n t rea 1 • 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ROMANCE LANGUAGES (FRENCH) 

FU~Q.~l,!ED FEB 24 1937 

Feb~uary 22n~,1937. 

Mr. A. E. Morgan, 
Princi'pal, 
McGill University. 

Deur Mr. Princi'pal:-

I am enclosing a letter from the Marquis 
Paolo de Simone, Royai Consul of Italy, together with 
m;; reply. 

Hoping that McGill may find his suggestion 
interesting and practical, 

I remain, 

Yours faithfully, 



MONTREAL, February 17th, 1937-A.XV. 

R. CONSOLATO D'ITALlA 

My Dear Professor, 

During my residenoe in this City I have had the opportuni
ty of following with th~ greatest admiration the activities of your 
magnificent University in the field of int rnational literature. 

I was particularly impressed with the existence of a cen
tre of Roman studies since it denotes the noble intention to stimu
late in the youth a love for the classic sources of learning, and 
thus enable them to perfeot themselves the sense of symmetry and cul
tural harmony. 

Encouraged by my affection for this country, and by my 
des1re to contribute~ if at all pOssible, to the increase of the CUl
tural relations between the intellectual elements of Ca~da and Italy, 
I asked to myself if the eventual establishment at the McGill Uni
ver si ty of a Chair of Italian literature under the profe ssorship of 
a duly qualified Italian academician, could be of some interest and 
weloome. 

Should this personal thought of mine meet with your views 
and oonslderation, I shall be only too glad to study with you the 
possibility of submitting a concrete proposal to my Government. 

It shall always be my pleasure to oooperate with you most 
earnestly in my effort which may effect a better reciprocal unders
tanding between our two Countries. 

i th my klndest personal regards, I am, 

Prof. Rene du Roure, 
MaGi11 University, 
Sherbrooke street est, 

MONTREAL. 

Yours sincerely, 

~~ 
(Paclo de Simone) 

Royal Italian Consul. 
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co. ·SOLATO GENJr;RALE DlI 8.1'11. IIA RE D"ITALIA 
NEL CANADA 

~ ONTREAL" 19th ov ber 1926 

Dear ir, 

t a Ital1 
d ""ree r 

I lian Gover nt y b 
or nl1ty in any It 11 n uniT 

11 th at dent ho 
U ialent by the 

orlbed ithout ny ur
r ity or hirh school o ingdo • 

30810 at holders 0 orai ay be a itted 
to the nalogous Jxa nations an b axe pted. totally or 
art1 lly fro Uta ye rly exe in t ion t 0 btu in lnp. a 

r tion t tin;r th t th fore ipn do roe h ... th ell __ v~ Iu 
as tn t i. u by th Roy 1 Italian unlver it1 s or i 
chools. 

The .oy 1 It 11an r,overn qnt 1 no de irous to 
co 1 et exact in 0 tion about 11 univer iti s of th 

arId in order to A t blisn th ir ch r et r in co part on 
ith the Italian. 

I b R ther or 0 
11 a ail I infor atlon 

University. t t chin~ 
ith the Universiti 0 

I QuId 
eopy 0 t 0 orrr 
conet! tuting the 
th studi s. 

ith Y th nks un Killde t rORsrds, I am, e r ir, 

Yours v ry truly • 
. ~ ..... --'"' ~ __ 4..
~~~ 

The Prine ipal 
!!cGill Unhrersi ty 
!T 0 n t r -3 a 1. 

i.:,..../.~--__ 

(P. arFOt 
_ ay-a.l Consul G nor 1 0 Italy 



November 25th,l926. 

P. MarBottl, Eso., 
Royal Consul General o~ Italy, 
698 st. Catherine Street "est, 
Montreal. 

Dear Slr:-

I have your letter of the 19th 

instant. and in accordance with your request have 

much pleasure in sending you the Calendar of YcGill 

University, alRo a copy ot the Statutes and of the 

Annual Report ~or 1924-25 (that for 1925-26 is not 

yet oft the press) • 

• The requirements for entranoe to 

the several Faculties are set forth on pages 60-75, 

of the Calendar, and the programme of studies leading 

to deBrees will be ~ound under the head of the several 

Faculties. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 
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l£nggia lftttorio 1Jrllrtn 
No. 1248 

No.211 St.Zetique 

OGGETTO 

Sir A.W.Currie, 

Reotor ot Mao G1ll 

C I T Y.-

orlreal «amt'.a 27/3/1926 

Dear Sir, 

I beg to enclose herewith a Copy of & 

Resolution unanimously adopted by the Lod

ge ''VITTORIO VENETO rr No. 1248 of the ORDER 

SONS OF ITALY in Canada trusting that 1 t 

will be &0 eptable to you.-

The members ot our organization as well 

as the great maJority ot citizens ot Ita

lian origin are ind1~ant ~or What was re

ported in the "STAR" ot Maroh 22ndand wish 
I 

to apologize to you tor the istatem nts 

of those who are industriously attempting 

to besmiroh the good n e f their mother

land by insulting prominent oitizens of 

this oount17. 

Allow me,Sir,to extend to you th 

respeotful greetings o~ this Lodge as 

well a its wish and mine that you a1ght 

lo~ be spared tor the go d of this o1t7 

and .t this n>1l1nion as well 
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.... FIe .... OF THE 

GRf.. TD VENERABLE 
2042 Pa ·neat! Ave. 

Phone EAst. 0531 

GRAND LODGE OF THE ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN CANADA. 
INCORPORATED 1925 

MONTREAL. ril -

Sir: 

"r 
pao ed 0 
'/ S re an ' 

~h~ Jrand ~ 4 _cutive C U1~il AS 

cO'1oe.!:ls th sh \ ef .: cident 
nrotest t 10' e Ui t r'J 

as. r y u , Sir , of is re;a'et for 'lful at-
4 C~ on 0 e of w ~ ala illuB+rio~R arr"ors 
an - t~ prese it estee ne of one 0 our are t-
est in titutjons of le rnL.~ 

B k"nd e Oll'lh, Si , 10 ccept th unalter
ab e sense of our aetee nd' voti n. 

Sir rth 
niversit 
'ontrea 1, 

Cu 
0"-

.ue. 

~ery r~ ~ectful Y. 
G and Lo e of Cr er 
Sons of It ly in Ca.:a a • 

O?(J~ 
';rand as 1. 

ri e , :; . C • _, x. t K. ~. • 
c ~i J 1 , 

. J ~6 
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Son o~ I ... 1. ill 23l8!ll .... rt r:.: of ~ I) 1.' 0 t1:.o i' d 

1! t. t.dllS i: 11 t . 

! to • clr. 

Your 0 
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OFFICE OF 

JOHN DOUGALL & SO N 

PUBLISHERS EDITORIAL ROOMS 

WITNESS BUILDING 
)0"" R EDPATH DOl:GALL 

FREDERICK E. D OUGALL 

.' 

MONTREAL 

February 4 tt • , 1 32. 

~ir Arthur eurrie, ~ . c. ~.G., R. e.n., ~ L,D., 
Pr'nci?eI, cGill niversity, 

or.tre 1. 

Dee.r ~ir, 

The name of . cGiII stands deservedly high. It is hardly 
fair t~ t~e Un' eroity to let it be dragged i tre mud 1'0 lack 
of autr.orit tive contradiction of tLe st3terr.en .. s ir. tne e c~.osed 
letter. 

Thou,... '3. ered'late 01' 'c'Crill I am not aware of any 
Faculty of ::.tr.a:natics'and tner-cfore cannot address this letter 
to SUCh a faculty. I coul ad re_ w this letter to y friend 
Dr. SuJjivan , Profe or of .at a:na t ics in tne Faculty of Sc ience 
'but he! could onl. ans\',er for himself or . os ibly for tt,e de,.)artment 
of .. atnanatic_ of th€ Science Faculty. hat would not cover t. e 
~ossibili~ of ~ome otrer de.art~ nt~ of mathamatics in Arts or 

ommfO'rce havin'" beer. concerned. her-efore 'T' see no 1ay of get tng 
an e.utnentic re l" exce,Jt from you. 

As many eo le are ,!:'artir.g i tr, co ._iderable sums of 
mone- on sta temer. ts bolstered by t e name of 'cGi 11 , would you 
tnink it advisable to inquire into the matter er,d p:i ve us a 
statement tn~t we could t1ublisi. as t ,e aut ,entic ~ ord of tne 
TJni ven:.~ t ? 

' Tour!; truly , 

J 0,: D2 J .. LL ~ .. 

er Dougall 

: . • B. ,,·r. i lfrid Dougall of Abbottsford , ~ue . rlenned tue draft 
for ttj; ... 1 tter but .. s not in tov>n to si.I" it) r.:onal: . 

~~ 



World's Problems Solved 
Editor, Gold and Dross: 

A number of Vancouver people have been induced to 
buy shares in the Peter Ivanoff Co-Motional Power Com
pany, an organization headed by Peter Ivanoff, of SeatUe. 
I don't know much about it but it seems to me to be a 
big bunco game. I would like very much to see you print 
in your paper an account of the real merits of this outfit. 

-A. C., Vancouver, B.C. 

Mr. Peter Ivanoff, of the Co-Motional Power Com
pany, is one of those individuals who pop up every 
once in a while to bring color and light into the other
wise drab Jives of investment counsellors. Mr. Peter 
Ivanoff has invented a machine-a rather exceptional 
machine, which is to pro ide wOr'k for everyone in the 
world who wants it, cut down the hours of labor to 
three or four hours a day, and give everyone who 
invests $100 in his company an income of $100,000 a 
year for life. 

These are unusual promises, but then it is an un
usual machine. It makes power-a lot of power-out 
of nothing or next to nothing. It takes one horse
power supplied by a small electric motor and turns it 
into 300 horse-power. Presumably it can then take the 
300 horse-power and turn it into 90,000 horse-power, 
and so on ad infinitum. This machine will enable an 
automobile to run without radiator, gas tank, steam 
or brakes. A motorist will be able to start out on a 
journey from Vancouver to Los Angeles, putting a 
dollar's worth of oil in the machine, and on returning 
that same dollar's worth of oil will still be there, while 
the motorist will be able to have whatever horsepower 
he desires. 

Still more amazing than Mr. Ivanoff's invention 
is the fact that the Attorney-General's department of 
British Columbia has not put a stop to Mr. Ivanoff's 
capital-raising activities in that province. It has 
apparently permitted Mr. Ivanoff to come to Van
couver several times from Seattle, where he is working 
on his miraculous invention, and hold public meetings 
at which many thousands of dollars have been sub
scribed by credulous or weak-minded citizens. 

~ ~ ~ 



Room 26,445 Granville street 

Va.."'lcouver 

B.C. 

January 19th 1932 

Mr John Douge.ll and Son,Publiahers of ' World Wide' r W-r TN'cCSS 

Witness Building 

Montreal 

Gentlemen, 

As a subscriber to anu whole hearted suporter of 'World Wide', I am taking the liberty o~ enclosing a cutting from the Toronto 'Saturday Night'and of making a request in connection with the fonner. 

Some few weeks agQ the Peter Ivanoff,ref'erred to 1n the cutting,is alleged to have spent the best part of' two days with the taoult of Mathematics at McGi11 University when he attempted to exp aln wliat e erms '!he Hew Geornetry'on whioh he bases his 'Oo....mot10naJ. Power Engine' now under construotion a.t his factory in Sea.ttle,Wash.,U.S.A. 

Ivanoff"s object in visiting the East was to raise oapital tor machinery and to enable him to employ a large staff of meohanios to expedite development work on his machine. 

( 

Ivanoff informed his supporters here that he W80S given a good reception at the University and that it was admitted there that he appeared to tave made an important discovery, the principlea of' which they did not understand. 

The enclosed outting is a fair example of his treatment by the Press throughout the Country.If it is warranted,well and good.To my mind it ls inoredible that this man should be sble to retaln,for many years, the respect,conf1dance and personal friendship of a number of apparently sane and even intelligent people, sOme of them highly accomplished engineers ~d mechan1os,if he i8 merely running a "bunco game". 

I first heard about and investigated Ivanoff's olaims in 1908. Through the servioes of & ell kno~ looal lnven tor and engineer, end by personal oontaot with Ivanoff,hts eoh~ioB and suppotere,! Csm8 to the oonolusion that he h&d made a discovery ot startling importance involving the revision of oertain of Newton's laws of mGt1on,~d leading,%axz eventually,to revolut1onar¥ industrial changes.Tharefor~ if one oan be guided bl the opinion ot Saturday Night',l fear I must sti'gmatised a.s "a credulous or wea.k minded c1 t.lzen". 
. Ivanoff cla.ims that while in the Ea.st he could have raised $250,000.00 by relinquishing oontrol of his invention.He is pledged to his shareholders,however,alwaya to retain a 51% interest.He is now on his way to London,&1g1and,where he a180 has supporters. 

An expression ot opinion from YcGill re Ivanoft's olaim3 would be of very gY'eat interest here,and,a.POIOgi~~fnfor the trou151e I am probably g1v1ng you,I am g01ng to ask you oblige me by obtaining one. Yours y to 
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Your faithfully, 

Princ ipal. 



MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

F ACUL T V OF ENG INEERI N G 

Ol'FICE OP' T HE DI! AN 

February 12th, 1932. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.e.: . • G. ,K.C. B., 

Principal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

I have looked through the 
correspondence which you forwarded referring 
to one, Peter Ivanoff, who claims to have 
discusseda"Co-mot ional Power Engine" wi th mEmbers 
of the staff of lAcGill Universi ty. 

Professor .,~cKergow informs me 
that he has no recollection of having even t~lked 
with a man of this name, and certainly he has macie 
no report of any kind about an engine as described. 
Professor Roberts of the Departmen t of hechanical 
Engineering knows nothing about the matter . 

I gathered from your letter that 
you wished me to ask Dr . Eve if the Department 0 
Physics had had any communication with the gentleman 
in question. Dr. Eve expressed a wish to search 
his files before replying, and I have therefore for
warded to him the correspondence ihich you sent down 
to me. I have asked him to return it to you with 
his reply. 

Yours faithfully, 

/ 



MEMORANDUM 

TO Sir Arthur Currie. 

Dear Sir .nrthur: 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

AND RESEARCH 
February 12, 19 32. 

FROM Dean A.S. Eve. 

We have made a search in the records of the Graduate Faculty 
and of the Department of Physics and we are unable to find any 
trace or record of Mr. Peter Ivanoff. 

I return the correspondence forwarded to me by Dean Brown. 

Dr. A.S. Eve, 
Dean, Graduate Faculty. 



flr~il1 1luiurrsity February 12,1932 . 

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING 
MEMORANDUM 

To .... ..)r .•.... .A" .... s ....... Ev..e .. ~ .................... _._ ........................................... FROM ..... P..~~.n.~.!? ... Q.f.fJ9 .. !?.. ~ .. _ ...................................... _ .. 
~)e"Oartnent of Physics. 

Dear Dr . Eve, 

I enclose correspondence from the Principal. 

In my reply regarding the Department of Mechanical Engineering 

I have told him that you would reply directly and return the 

correspondence to him . 

Yours faithfUlly, 

Encl . 
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JOHN DOUGALL & SoN 

PUBLISHERS 

JOHN REDPATH DoUGALL 

FREDERICK E . DoUGALL 

MONTREAL 

February l5th,1932. 

Sir .... rtt.ur :urrie, 
rrinci.J6l 
~c1ill Tniversity, 
.'ontrf~al. Re ICO_" otional :0. er Co.~ 

Dear ...,ir;-

our effective re.l 
arded ~ou under the 

en editorial arning 

"Te tr.a.1< you for 
ar.d 13tn to the er.q~irv for 
""e are eGclosinO' a co._ r of 
ill a.) ear in tr..is .eek l s itness . 

es of ebruery 5th 
date of February 4th. 
to investorv which 

• S .e have not tne e"idence tnat the inventor, or t.is agent, 
~e~tioned . c~ill, ~e ~a e deemed it best to m~ke the warnine general 
rat.er than s . ecific; for t.e real ~ame may not be to sell s.ares in 
& new en~ine i .dustry but to seek technical o.portun"ties for lawsuits 
a~a'nst ubli~r.ers . .3o .. e have omitted names and designation of 
inventor ~nj enquirer . 

• e C7"reatly al:"llreciate your rompt replies. 

"ours faithfully, 

F • ...:.. . L. '.TP 



Confidence 
Men 

141' 
Fesb 15 GM 

A
N enquiry was addressed to us 
by a man who had apparently 

parted with some of his good money 
for shares in a wonderful new motive 
power which the inventor or his 
agent had said had been thoroughly 
examined by the authorities at McGill 
University and who, while confessing 
themselves unable to understand it, 
were reported as acknowledging that 
the inventor was on the road to some
thing marvellous. We passed the let 
ter on to Sir Arthur Currie, principal 
of the university, who after making 
thorough enquiry replies that none of 
the professors in the departments of 
engineering, physics or mathematics 
has any knowledge of the "inventor 
or of his invention." To quote the 
principal's own words: 

"It is quite certain, therefore , 
that he used the name of McGiU 
in an entirely unauthorised way. 
May I say in conclusion that I have 
little sympathy for people who part 
with money on statements bolster
ed by the name of McGill but who 
fail to take the precaution of writ
ing the University to ascertain if 
such statements are true. Of course 
the University is powerless to deal 
with those who use her name in 
far away places." 

There are plenty of get-rich-quick 
schemers fishing for suckers. WhOIS 
next? 
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