


s
/

s

d [ Tus afbcii’iginal Micmacs of Nova Scotia, being of a prac-

tical turn of mind, were in the habit of bestowing on
places the names of the useful articles which could be
found in:them, affixing to such terms the word Acadie,
denoting the local abundance of the particular objects

to which the names referred. The early French settlers

appear to.have supposed this common termination to be
the proper name of the country, and applied it as the
general designation of the region now constituting the
provinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince
Edward Island ; which still retain Acadia as their po-
etical appellation, and as a convenient ‘general term for
the Lower Provinces of British America as distinguished
from Canada. Hence the title Acadian Geology is ap-
propriate to this work, not only because that name was
first bestowed on Nova Scotia, but because the structure
of this province, as exposed in its excellent coast sec-
tions, furnishes a key to that of the neighbouring regions,

which I have endeavoured to apply to such portions of

them as I have explored. This title is farther justified
A




by the circumstance ‘that the Acadian provinces form
a well-marked geological district, distinguished from
all the neighbouring parts of America by the enormous
and remarkable development within it of
Carboniferous and Neyw Red Sandstone Systems. 4
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