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#Z In replying give at the
head of your letter the number

2735/95 Quebec,December 18th,1895,

Sir William Dawson,
Montreal, Que.
Dear Sir,

Not only on account of my official position but from
personal considerations I was sorry to receive your letters of the
1l1th instant in which you tender your resignation as member of the
Council of Public Instruction.

By reference to the minutes of the Council I see that on the 1l6the-
of October,1873,a commission was read before the Council,appointing
The Honorable Thomas Ryan,The Honorable Joseph G.Blanchet, John
William Dawson,The Honorable J.0.Chauveau,and Dr.Painchaud as

members thereof, Since that time you have seen many changes not
only in the personel of the Council,but in the state of educatiocn
in the province. For the improvement in our schools you have

a large share of the credit,especially since you amidst the duties
of your position as principal of Mc Gill University always found
time to influence and direct the general education of the province,
thue continuing the work you had begun as prbdncipal of the Normal
School in 1857,

Although I regret that you have felt it necessary to resign,I
must respect your wishes and reasons by transmitting to the
Lieutenant Governor in Council your resignation’along with your
recommendation concerning your successor,

I trust that you may long continue to enjoy the comparative rest
which ycur services entitle you to,and which your physical vigor
promises, I know that the benefit of your mature judgment and
wide experience may be had at any time for the asking,even though
you have severed your official connection with educaticon,

Mr.Parmelee wishes to join me as an officer of the Department in
my expressions of regret,respect,and best wishes,

I have the honor to be,

Dear Sir,

Your obedient servant,

b ZW Ao «;/5?//2/24 20

Superintendent,
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