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Dawson—The Klondike
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. At that time communication with the outside world was difficult and newspapers were at a
premium. To provide a service that would bring the miners into his establishment, an enter-
prising saloonkeeper had his newspaper, as often as the mail arrived, read, by a man standing
on the bar, from the front page to want ads to the assembled miners. Needless to say, on paper
days that house did a good business.

Money, of course, was plentiful, and some of the stories of the gambling are almost past belief.
One well-known character by the name of “One-eyed Riley” won $17,000 in one poker game in
Dawson and started for the outside with his gains; arriving in White Horse, he engaged in a
game of craps and in three passes lost $3,000. Believing that Lady Luck had deserted him he
moved on to Skagway where he again got a hunch that a winning streak was due, with the result
that he started to gamble again and was soon cleaned of every dollar that he had, and immediately
turned around and started back for Dawson to try to rehabilitate his lost fortunes.

Stores were established in crude quarters. All commodities, with the exception of rifles and
ammunition, were very scarce, and prices were sky-high. Many of the stampeders considered
firearms excess baggage after arrival in Dawson and disposed of them at any figure offered.
Efficient police maintained law and a semblance of order. Pipe and fittings were necessary in
steam-thawing the frozen ground along the creeks. Engineers on the first steamers reaching
Dawson were offered large sums for these articles, and their refusal to sell resulted in many
attempted thefts.

Shortage of foodstuffs caused keen suffering. Fresh fruits and vegetables were practically
unknown, and an epidemic of scurvy took its toll. One Englishman who came over the Edmonton
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A SKAGWAY SUNSET

Tourists revel in the glories of Alaska Sunsets, @
which can be seen nowhere to better advantage @
than in the heart of the mountain range, at
Skagway.
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Mr. E. 8. Winslow, Montreal, Que.

TO

SUBJECT GCLD CCAST CCNTRACT.

Sl

BEARKSIRS:
Deaxr ¥Mr, Winslow;e

I was very pleased to get your wire yesterday saying that
you had made arrangements with the Americen house in case we could not
sell Canadian made equipment, that we would have the privilege of dealing
with the London office and you getting credit for it.

I can frankly say that at the moment I do not know what the
alr and drilling equipmsni will be, tut as soon as I see Angus McDonnéll
and our Chief Engineer - Magor McGregor in England, I will be able to form
some idea of what the equipment will be. 4As I understand, there will be

;Q;ggg_gxwfgg;mmgllion ards of rock *“to remove, and General Stewart told
me that the way they propo6ss to THE Tock is by the same method

that they use on large bluffs on railway work, that is, by coyote holes,
This, of course, would require Jackhamer type of machines.

We will also require air for aerating drinking and cooking
water, I have had a talk with the Medical officer and tcld him that we
could easily put in an arrangement for aerating water, and he is going to
advocate it as all the water will be distilled and hardly fit to drink
unless it is livened up again. ~

We will also require air for the shop and a lot of chipping,
some riveting and quite a number of boring tools.

I do not know just how far they will permit us to buy outside
of England, but you may be assured I will use my very best endeavours to
get Canadian equipment., General Stewart told me that we simply could not
order from here, but after getting to England, we might be able to get
permission to order stuff from Canada, and as far as he - himself, is
concerned, I am sure it is quite alright, but he might be held down by
restrictions in the terms of contract. :

As soon as I know which boat we are sailing on, I will wire you,
and in the event of our sailing by the Cunard line, if you would rather
meet me in New York, it might be a good idea and we can talk the situation
over with Mr. Doubleday. Should we sail by any of the Canadian lines, I
will leave in time so I can stay over in Montreal for two or three days.

Yours very truly,

\ Canadian Ingersoll-gand Co Limited,
RFW/GTW \\§5 :
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E. § . Winslow, Esq, June 23,1921,
There has got to be reirsnchment, and it is
} / felt that a month's holidays is not imposing on anyone any
undue hardship in consequence of the necessity of the times .
You ars going to be away the last two weeks
in July, but you will be at home on the first of August and
will have to function with a reduced staff throughout the
whole territcry, and I should be glad to hear from you on
my return to Sherbrooke in this connection.
I might say that it has been decided to close
the Sherbrooke works for the month of August, the whole stafi,
X both productive and non-productive being without pay. This
close down will be in a.ddifion to the last two weeks in July
when we will be closed with the salary men on pay roll.

Yours very truly,  ~SL ). G i (Hpn
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