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Brigus, Newfoundland,
January 31, 1941.

Dearest Mother,

We have not had much in the way of letters from any
of the family in Montrezl lately, so I sent you a night letter last
night to enquire whether all goes well at home., To be sure of reaching
me by wire I think it is best to telegraph collect, particularly if
addressing care Base P. 0.

The two weeks leave which I have now is the regular
furlough granted after six months service in the army. I could have
got home to Montreal but of course travelling is expensive and besides
it takes precious time,

Here at Brigus I have Mary and Paul with me, and
in e modest way it is nearly idesl for them, We are staying in a modern
and comfortable farm house the property of Capt. Will Bartlett, He is
a younger brother of a more celebrated character Capt. Robt. (Bob)
Bartlett. Both men have sailed as skippers in these waters for many
years -~ Bob having attained more than local fame as an explorer and
nevigator. He was skipper for Admiral Peary in his polar expedition.

Nowadays, since the decline of the Labrador fishery
and seal hunting the two brothers earn honest dollars every summer by
taking the sons of rich Americans at $1000 a head for long cruises to the
fer North in a ship specislly fitted and equipped for the purpose. The
boys help to work the ship, and everyone seems to benefit from the arrenge-
ment. The fathers are pleased to keep their sons out of mischief for the
summer, the boys have a wonderful holiday under conditions of work and
discipline, and the Bartletts appear to do nicely.

Even the Standard 011 Co. contributes by paying for
half the oil used, and a good part of all the supplies used are donated
by other large concerns interested in advertising their products. The
Smithsonian Institute makes a yearly grant towards expenses on account of
scientific data obtained. The wvoyagers also help to keep the larder stocked
by hunting and fishing in the far North.

A1l this leaves out Mrs., Bartlett, who really manages
the farm on which we are staying., She is en intelligent and capable young
imericen who went North to Labrador as a nurse, and there met Bartlett and
married him sbout 8-10 years ago.
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THE CLCTHING OF A NOVICE

Like the parents of a bride after the weddinqg, we
found many reminders at Faraway Farm that Sister Mary Aunusta
had lived here -- the Norweaian sweater in the hall closet, the
Bicentennial picture of her in colonial costume in the livino
room, the amethyst paper weiaht she had given me on my desk, the
leaf panel she made for Gus in the study. She was with us for thir-
teen years and left us nine months aqo.

It was Saturday, November 27th, that we left Connecticut
to attend her Clothinag at St, Maraaret's Convent in Raston, We
parked by Boston Commons and walked in the aatherima dusk to
Beacon Hill, We went up narrow, aas 1lit streets to Louisbhurg
Square where the Convent rose straiohkt up from the pavement, Four or
five stories of red brick,with a laroce door recessed into the wall,

A white haired lady in lay clothes admitted us to =
wide hall with polished floors. A small t:bhie had an exotic fons
stemmed bulb on it, bloomimg full open in flamboyant pink, A
vase of rosebuds stood by a statue of the Virnin on a 9ilt wall
shelf, We paszed into a comfortable parlor to wait,

We were not to talk to Mary until after the service,
but thoughts about her filled my mind, WMary bringino in the first
wild flowers in sprina, Mary teasinag Muffin the cat. Mary askinan,
"May I have a little hay for the Creche?" Mary at Christmas
remembering everyone from her baskets filled with briahtly wrapped
gifts, The adventures Mary and I had with our pet field mice, and

her note, "Do not disturb, Notturnal animals, " Mary and Brook and




the raccoon that joined them onme evenina on the porch to their
wild consternation, Mary valiantly diggina her car out of the
snow to get to work,

Thirteen years of memories sharino our family 1ife, Ng
one can remember when Mary wasn't here. She came to help with
Grandpa when he lived with us, When he died no one even thounht
of her leaving, This was her home where she returned after her
busy days as secretary of St, Paul's Church in Ngorwalk, Rut Mary
did what so few dare to do. She qot off the beaten path to start
something radically new,

| Still waitinaq, we watched TV for a while, and then T
went upstairs to brush my hair, ruffled from the walk across the
Commons, There was no mirror in the bathroom, which reminded me
that in the Convent the inner life was more valued than the outer
appearance,

At a quarter to six we went into the Chapel, We were
given éeats in the Choir Stalls opposite Mary, She was kneeling
there in prayer, her eyés closed, her face serene, We could
look to the back of the Chapel, beyond a screen of arches to
Mary's friends who had come from St. Paul's, The Sisters filed.
in quietly around us,

Reverend Mother Marqery Raphael, the mothér Superior,
took her place, She was a tall, slight woman, in black robes and
veil, her eyes lively, and observant., The service began,

AR Sister lit six candles on the altar. Delicate hangino
lights twinkled. Flowers on either side of the Altér crucifix
were a bright medly of yellow, bronze and ruby, The Bishop in

lavendar cope and mitre, accompanied by Father Jones, Chaplain of



the Convent, processed up the aidle, preceded by a Sister swinging

a censer and filling the air with incense, The Litany of Reception
began with the lovely clear chanting of the Sisfers. Mary rose and
left the Chapel to change from her Postulant's blue dress to the
new robes of her Novitiate, When she returned she was in gray with
a deep rounded white collar, and still in the same white veil. She
knelt at the altar steps before the Chaplain and answered his
questions,

"You have been elected by the Mother and Sisters, a
Novice of this Convent of the Society of St. Margaret, Do you
wish to be received as such?"

L dp."

Other questions she answered, "1 promise, fGod being my
helper,” Her voice had new tones, slow, melodious, A sister
arranged her skirts to hang more gracefully behind her. The
same Sister placed a new veil on her head. She received her
new name, Sister Mary Augusta, as the priest took her cross from
the Altar and hung it around her neck. |

' ~"Lord bldess this cross, May Sister Mary Augusta
persevere in your service, and by the cross attain to the cRowR, ...

The Sisters chanted the psalm that has the words, "May
your sons grow as the young plants and your daughters as the
polished corner stones of the temple."

Father Jones delivered a short sermon, though his youna
daughter said later, "Daddy, it was too lona."” He described the

difference between "novelty" and "Newness", the first being passing

fads and the second "the new thinos of God" that all could partake 6f
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by being open and ready for new relationshios;'new opportunities,
new kinds of awareness, a glance, a touch, a smile, or even some-
thing big and frightening., He said we are far too prone to want
to control God with our own limitina concepts instead of listenino,
being aware, and making ourselves available for Foel®s purposes,

The Bishop closed the service with a benediction, and we
made our way with the Sisters and the guests to the halls and
sitting rooms to greet each other and wait for Mary before going
in to supper,

In the Refectory there were four lona tables and a
buffet set out with cheese, bean salad, chicken salad, pumpkin
and other pies. We helped ourselves to food and éat down side by
side, Mary came in with a cluster of Sisters areetina her with
handshakes and kisses, Theyéll sat toaether, about forty of them,
Father Timothy, Rector of St, Paul®s sat opposite me with an
Indian priest,'and my husband had the Bishop on his rioht who
told us about the work of the Sisters in Haiti,

After supper, we finally got an opportunity to areet
Sister Mary Augusta, "It was the closest name to Cus T could
find," she said, This was a beautiful surprise for us, While
going on to the "new things" she did not forget the old, we
chatted a few moments and gave her the greetings from the family
and hugged and kissed her,

Shortly thereafter we took our leave and made our way
from old Beacon Hill, still softly gas 1it, passina the gracious

facades of o0ld houses lining the small steep streets,

A Recollection of the occasion
by Alice W. Simons, Nov 27, 1976

'/l “"_» , Q- O \zé—o LM L LA (A N Coae o f”‘wf
-&:W oA = | e | “‘~-1-“' €7 *‘5”» L ( (1-“—' enX f} ‘k_xl Wi ‘./An,gk%'. WA~ a iy (.(

s C- *1/’%6" O~ ‘LLLV'LL{ e cvan r-\ AR o b \,vi A 2 oc Sten oA «k}& 2

Sl Conea o Ve~ . 7, 1



< e Wy

THE MONTREAL DAILY " STAR, WEDNESDAY, - NOVEMBpiﬁ//,
) B, . : w R : % s |
Countess Visits Blood Service Clinic L DS, >
l ] ¥

L:
P
W

E

is-‘ m
te

m. Ci
5 a f
oer L
of v
= (
le,” to:
ev
; bly
ady me
had te
‘aid ac
dly th
be ite
1;)f m
Y ne
eir 1
d?. thi
2ir by
at th
ry th
1€ 1(
: 8L
- qu
4 iai
t- fo
1g m
kelts: de
a

te at
er . 31(
g: ; The Countess of Limerick, special British Red shows the Countess, second from left, with Miss 2
»d| Cross representative on a “thank you” tour of  Edith Nicolson, Montreal commandant of office |50
is.| Canada inspects the Montreal clinic of the Red administration of the Red Cross Corps; Miss Jane |iS
% Cross Voluntary Blood Service, through which Urquhart, chief technician for the clinic and Mrs, |W¢

e| _mMmany lives are being saved overseas. Picture R. Palmer Howard, secretary of the blood centre, 1

: =

= ! —
TJasnmon 270 - » -




|
|

1ON R ~ DAILY . STAR, WEDNESDAY, " NOVEMBEE 26, 194T

. Cossack Boots

“Satin-Klean Kuff”

In 2 Top Fittings

5.95

Younger Set favourite — in slen=
derized or full swagger style.
Sizes 4 to 9 in black. Also a
limited number of brown and
grey. :
SIMPSON’S—SECOND FLOOR.

Special! Low Priced

“ZIPPER’
OVERSHOES

0.97

Black or Brown Velvet

* There’s just a limited quantity
of these neat-as-a-pin shoes,
so order yours early! Sizes 4
tor9.

Special! First Quality

MOTOR BOOTS

For All Heel Heights

.65

1 ik wsicht, ‘“‘velvet ta heel’ boots

Children’s Cle:
What fun! A broom,
dustmop, floor mop, ¢
pan, carpet sweeper,

two aprons. Everything
the junior housekee
What a fine gift for Chr
mas! PL. 7221.

\

Canadian vEn

Strongly made of metal
wood! Gaily *trimmed.
handsome engines, a
16" longiand: 4771+
Extra special at’' this
price. “PL; 7221.}

Larger size,
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( March 14, 1942 |

Dearest Mum and Daddy:—

; Anne and I loved your letter which we got
yesterday. It is most satisfactory to all of us that you both are
having such a splendid holiday. You've made us all very hapoy by
going away, which seems strange on the face of it! We miss you of
course terrifically, but can hardly wait to hear your Southern drawl
when you return.

I am sitting in ski pants about to depart for
the North--me and the pants. George and Mary Montgomery are going
with me, and we are going to spend the week-end with my mother-in-
law. This is her last week-end with her house. I was up last week
to0, and had a marvellous long ski--about 12 miles--with Nina and
Per Hall and Bob and Jack Cundill, also Barbara Whitley, who was stay-
ing at the Brown Shingles with me,

I have had a very active week. On Wednesday I
had to read my Blood Donor Report at the big Annual Red Cross Meeting.
Had to stand up in front $B of the Head Table and speak into a micro-
phone. I really enjoyed it. Am dying to someday be a good public
- speaker. The next night I had to give a one minute recruiting speech
for our three Red Cross Units, and also slipped in a few seconds about
the Blood Donor Clinic. This was in the Rose Room of the Windsor Hotel,
and T was one of three speakers on a programme starring Dr. Anna Louise
Strong, a great feminist and authority on Russia and China. She certain-
ly gave a very strong appeal for civilians to get busy with their init-
iative.

We are operating three weekly Clinics now, which [
keeps us busier than ever. I have Ruth's friend, Barbara Emmans, help-
ing me as secretary. She is perfectly sweet. Poor child, has just
broken off her second ehgagement. So is glad to have lots to do.

Everyone is fine. Aunt Clare is coming to spend
next week-end with us. Mary is well. Barbara is more adorable than
ever. Anne has had another cold, but looks very able bodied to day.

She has been deluged with letters from Donald all week, which has helped
her keep cheery through her .cold. I have had two wonderful letters
recently from Palmer. There is a chence in a million that he may get a
Research job out here sometime soon, so I am holding up my plans for
going over there for & little while longer. However I have my name in,
but if I find he is coming over here, I can withdraw it.

Much love and hugs and kisses to you both,

\
|



J

e | Com,o

Hﬂ s aence erlamly
Qove Mo e Rick \fo-o\a;‘tl;f
\p\nm J Ladued Thad i !
Bl v e A
L rdion You | SN Yok
\\DW )MO""I & ol
S T

0o LUV hahheh Wy suice
e e ?ﬁh&d
G- ohderfud Qi |4

I Dosohas 4 i Yorl o< .



3 - carYounly ued mg puor
G-L:\O o NU«s L-\6\){29 \ u{m
4 don'y \w 4 sloter once
while w0 wes so Notay.
We Lstir ¥s  ro APpertat
Y\\O&Juo‘ o0 UL éj;jd.o whide
wSL L,ibu howoe Yo W yix
slowd whiN you Leady
Revare T W Tool somw
W5 By o
LL orrick = We o

Yool 6 gy Lol oo
Wi | dude,  So we Wl
\(U\.Q,ou@ mtﬁ ~\.f,~.>o e
ey Colour, o !

Nerh wado W& younger
craan by ale m&ﬁﬁon
o oy @lled " You Newer
Mow" 4§V woe wadbnly
Jouy Thorwon —d hu
0y 836 e

P. . Thomoon an



odULs LN, - 4 ao Lade \o.
%d‘\&?o\ ol e €F and das
;ﬁrw(ﬁ dot'V_snfoy ke
osiw 6\, 3%‘ GUJ\
S don 't effud mdg\??‘
wul }Tlu o o 3 G
\g)z/wg y;\w)gbw e
- duumg Now LN o bl
‘ \JU‘I tOJ S‘w \(\uoeﬂ\rﬂag\ Lo d
houg- deven - She i lookely
M0d Peduy ledle affn b
SR S e e
%Md g m On.L\_( SerO(A)Q(\
\Rar G‘Ii” bsoe - sk dian’t’
howe hav dear W 2desond”
o fapa raku & Low -
C Thew hase Lun W
s Sulkn o RoNdT s P ast
| we had o pauty hes e



olhie tught - Nunte Shouved

K Royol Toun Wc\i;um Wheek
S Noe jbued baella M«Aﬁg
= o \I,d’_w\ﬁ\ﬁ(\ wes danced
e it feb L Lo - 3 L

SUY  Seme 6) loss Drox?)L1
.S OGS S\/ \TDUUL@-Q,SU\UAJ

| Jom  wG e We
\h )t'\—b dl(ld 6} Mu %O
Boﬁdd wdd posk U

Yol — 9 e
go IS bem’ :
We are ol lepkey %YW

(SREN ol U ryuu
J @A%q [ Ol ‘WYQQ | aLroNg
Woe Mot Y,oupb

Yol tvesa Yo Soon
\\\_%}V pﬁﬁﬁed\‘d\

Moy Lok



Porfon ondien wihe~ 1939
~ ﬂ NM‘. O’\JJ;A({'A

c. Pl

45 “':wa %C‘ ~A
‘”K‘ 4

Bﬁw—lo»clok
On ;j -

Tl :

Qm‘o\a‘q !

\iw MMJ\L AM’&O‘JJ

o— M—’Of\anx\._\,u«U.«& Mlmm\mg

n—\,\n—
;59\0&0‘ e 4 Q\ oL
%\'\\ O e L el



: )&;3)’ o_/\’ Q.me_j" 6 o‘b\oak'
it ‘ '

vt s
L.,u"c ol/aw(: -t m’w.—);m«mnds



B N e
_0\'»7}/‘—' é\a.- S \aa)ﬂl.:sa
£ A CLMV 6Mn ond %
; ho S e e onld PJL\'\M
oJ, ’[LM MAJL_L-Q/\C“L
'ko\n‘d. J% dﬁcngr\h \3 \ ?
e 5%
BRI PN oS T o Y
p@ A—LMC«T ;‘:m & W‘\oc.\f

. E;\;ca_@rm;,@jm o






l’"‘;

// o §

Brigus, Newfoundland,
January n. 1941.

.’f" 1

*

Dearest NMother, wi

hhanmthadmehinfhemoflottor:fronw
of the family in Montrezl lately, so I sent you a night letter last
night to enguire whether all goes well at home. To be sure of reaching
me by wire I think it is best to telegraph collect, particularly if
addressing care Base P. 0. :

: The two weeks leave which
mlwpmadmcrm»nthlnm«mthcnm. I could have
got home to Montreal but of course travelling is expensive and besides
{t takes precious time, &

Here atBrigu:Ihmlaryandelﬂthm,m
in a modest way it is nearly idesl for theam, We are staying in a moderm
and comfortable farm house the property of Capt. Will Bartlett. He is
a younger brother of a more celebrated character Capt. Rebt. (Bob)
Bartlett. Both men have sailed as skippers in these waters for many
years - Bob having attained more than lecal fame as an explorer and
navigator. He was skipper for Admirsl Peary in his pelar expeditionm,

Nowedays, since the decline of the Lebrador fighery
and seal hunting the two brothers earn honest dollars every summer by
taking the sons of rich Americans at $1000 a head for long cruises to the
farlarthinanhiyspocidlyﬂttedm&oquippodforth-mou. The
boys help to work the ship, and everyone seems to benefit from the arrange-
ment. The fathers are pleased to keep their soms out of mischief for the
summer, the boys have a wonderful holiday under conditions of work and
discipline, and the Bartletts appear to do nicely.

Even the Standard 041 Co. contributes by paying for
hul!‘thcoﬂuud.aadagoodpuﬂofnllthc supplies used are donated
by other large concerns interested in advertising their products. The
Smithsonian Institute makes a yearly grant towards expenses on account of
scientific data obtained. The voyagers also help to keep the larder stocked
by mnting and fishing in the far North. '

A1l this leaves out Mrs, Bartlett, who really manages
the farm on which we are staying, She is an intelligent and capable young
imericsn who went North to Labrador as a mnurse, and there met Bartlett and
married him sbout 8-10 years ago.
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In this atmosphere we are comfortably settled for
the next 10 days, Food and ac ation are very good, which is of
course umusual to find hereabouts. The house is heated by a coal stove
in the front hall supplemented by open fireplaces, of which we have one
in our bedroom making it very cosy.

-~ Peul enjoys the farm animals, horses, cows, pigs,
poultry and finds ample scope to amise himself, though there are no
children here, which condition, however, is strictly localized at the
farm. The primitive villege and ancient fishing port of Brigus, one
mile from here is alive with them as Mary and I found out yesterday
when we skied in,

It seems that skis are an umsual means of
locomotion here. When we reached the ocutskirts of the village I
noticed one or two youngsters who gased at us for a moment, and then
turned tall rumming as if for dear life into the narrow alicy-uay!
which serve for streets. Withim abowt a minute afterwards curious
1ittle figures began appearing like magic from everywhere, and before
we had traversed a hundred yards further our progress wes almost come
pletely blocked by about 40 childrem pressing in on us from all sides,

; Whether the excitement was caused entirely by ;
the skis, or by Mary's trousers, or just by the fact of the arrivel of
two strangers I do not know, At any rate we hastily shed our skis and
took refuge in the post office from which vantage point I counted the
throng of children up to about forty, I had a feeling amounting to a
a gertainty that if we had remained cutside exposed publicly to view for
another couple of mimutes more the count would have mounted to eighty

”.11,' .

And having told of the childrem I must tell you
that our troops in Nfld, are even more impressed by the mumber and
characteristics of the dogs. Our camp "somewhere in Newfoundland®
has sttracted o cemine population wonderful to see; To whom did these
creatures belong? What is their breed? Why do they love us so? These
are questions to which no one can give a satisfactory answer.

: Most of the dogs are very large with heavy wooly
coats apt to be black in colour., Dsy and night they remain on guard
(always outdoors) with our sentries, scmetimes exposed to the most
foul weather comditions imaginable, When the unit, or some part of
it moves, the dogs come too, and if the movement is dome by mechanical
transport, perhaps twenty miles out and twenty miles homw, they rum :
tirelessly beside or ahead of the column., Needless to say the men are

touched by this faithfulness, and so many stories are told extolling virtues

SPRCNTC PR
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{ endurance and sagacity of our four-footed friends,

Life in this part of the world is enlivened by
many quaint and emusing incidents which provide entertaimment fer
anyone who can readily enjoy & quiet chuckle. I wish I could pass them
on to you, but the humour usually depends upon some little turn of
speech or circumstance which is too elusive for written repetition,
Being easily amused myself by trifles, I take great pleasure ia
these puople and their ways,

Tomorrow we plan to go "trouting® and for this
project today acquired a bit o'loine (line) and three hooks, In due
course we shall sally forth to do what the others do, chop a hole in
tboiuincmrbybmkmtrymlnakmhepuofammd_
trout for dinser. Gt j

]

that I} some leisure for the first time
Mecminghdenntonmmmxmwgmcmmp
ment has turned ocut. The greatcoat is a beauty, probably the best ia
the regmt. Sleeping bag, not in use at present, very good. Ny
portable radieo a success, particularly useful to keep Paul emtertained.
It brings in both short and long wave from overseas, Sicis with new
stesl edges are excellent. Also tell Dad the squash racquet is in
perfect order, but I have been only able to use it once so fer, Simile
arly for skates. I have played fust one game of hockey {part time) on
them,

In addition to these incidental sporting sctivities
I have introduced snowehoes to the Regmt just lately im a memmer which
I shall descride. Ome of our ouw posts is exceedingly diffiecult
of access due to snow drifts and cult terrain, so e few days age
I persusded Ordnance to authorize me to purchase for the Regamt at Govt
expense two pairs of snowshoes and mocassins. In place of ordinary -
mocassing, which are not available here, I got eskimo skin boots, These
are soft leather, water-tight kmee boots made by the labrador natives from
sealskin, When i trotted up to the Officer's Mess one evening in this
outfit the sensation ereated waf corisidersblé, The genersl effect was
enhanced by the fearful sme}l - like dead fish - given off by the boo
end the ecircumstance that noone had ever before been known to have ob
such favours from Ordnance. Apart from the smell the skin boots are quite
useful as well as being somewhat unique, and by now a fair proportion of
the officers have equipped themselves privately st their own expense. ;

Since starting this letter your telegram has arrived
numumuthmwnnlmnmmtmmmwm,m
I look forward to receiving the two letters forwarded on here inm due
course,
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